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THE DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENTS 
in Iraq in recent weeks have garnered 
major headlines and, as a result, events in 
Afghanistan have been given rather short 
shrift. That said, it is almost impossible not 
to draw a comparison between the two 
conflicts in order to foresee the inevitable 
future of Afghanistan.

The U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 
toppled the totalitarian regime of Saddam 
Hussein, which immediately set in motion 
a series of civil wars between disparate 
ethnic and religious sects. While some of 
the hatred and violence was directed at 
the American occupation forces, the vast 
majority of the killing took place between 
Iraqi factions vying for eventual control of 
Iraq’s vast oil riches.

After the withdrawal of U.S. military 
forces in December 2011, violence steadily 
increased as Iraqi security forces, trained 
by the U.S., showed little willingness to 
sacrifice themselves in support of elected 
but unloved President Nouri al-Maliki. 

The more than decade-long democratic 
experiment in Iraq completely collapsed 
in early June as al-Qaeda fighters under 
the banner of Islamic State of Iraqi Levant 
(ISIS) swept away Maliki’s troops and 
declared a caliphate in central Iraq. The 
Kurdish militias used the chaos to seize 
the northern oil fields of Kirkuk, and the 
Shiite militias mobilized in Southern Iraq 
to protect the oil fields of Basra. 

The country is now effectively divided 
into three distinct territories, with al-Qaeda 
running amok and unchecked in their own 
fiefdom. In other words, it is a total mess 
with no foreseeable end to a vicious cycle 
of bloodshed and chaos.

With Afghanistan, the Americans didn’t 
need to ignite a civil war as one was 
already underway when the Twin Towers 
were attacked on 9/11. The fundamentalist 
Taliban faction controlled the majority of 
the country, including the al-Qaeda camps 
that housed Osama bin Laden, their Saudi 
Arabian leader, and his foreign volunteers.

When the Taliban refused America’s 
demand to hand over bin Laden into their 
custody, the U.S. mobilized and supported 
the northern Afghan militias who were 
already engaged in a war against the 
Taliban. In typical dumbed down, Holly-
wood script-style, good vs. evil media 
plot lines, these Northern Alliance fighters 
were propelled into the spotlight, given 
white hats and as allies of the U.S. in their 
fight against the evil Taliban, portrayed as 
freedom lovers. In addition to giving bin 
Laden safe haven, the Taliban was also 
responsible for ruthlessly enforcing a strict 
dress code upon Afghan women in the 
form of the notorious burka.

While Afghanistan’s Northern Alliance, 
backed by U.S. air power and Special 
Forces, quickly toppled the Taliban, bin 
Laden successfully eluded the massive 
manhunt until 2011. Rather than dwell 
on their inability to capture the alleged 
9/11 mastermind, the U.S. celebrated the 
fact that by December 2001 – with the 
help of the Northern Alliance – they had 
brought freedom, soon to be followed by 
democracy, to war-torn Afghanistan.

It was this delusional pipe dream 
which Canada, our NATO allies and the 
numerous other nations who contributed 
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MESSER’S MCNAUGHT AND Bruyea’s 
articles in the July 2014 edition (Volume 21, 
Issue 6) on DND’s mistreatment of our vet-
erans lead me to the following conclusion: 
DND treated SS Brigadeführer Kurt Meyer, 
convicted of murdering Canadian soldiers, 
far better than it is treating Canadian veter-
ans of Afghanistan and other current and 
recent conflicts. Meyer was housed, fed 
and clothed at Canadian taxpayer expense 
at Dorchester Penitentiary.

Joe Fernandez
Montreal, QC

A NOTEWORTHY CORRECTION 
In your latest July edition feature story 
“NSPS Report Card” (page 8 of Volume 21, 
Issue 6), you’ve mistakenly identified one of 
the two warships on either side of the HMCS 
Regina as Perry-class frigates, when the 
warship on the left (starboard side) of the 
Regina is actually an Arleigh Burke-class 
destroyer (DDG).

I also wanted to let you folks know that 
your magazine is absolutely outstanding! 
Keep up the good work!

Frank Deehan, CPO USN (ret’d)

BRAVO ZULU ON PUBLISHER’S LETTER!
So refreshing to read such a sensical article 
(“On Target: Harper’s war with words over 
Ukraine” in Volume 21, Issue 6) after Luiza 
Ch. Savage’s hysterical, Chicken Little-like 
Maclean’s magazine article that predicted 
the sky was going to fall because Obama 
was inactive on Syria and Russia. 

In reality, there is a great precedent for 
the argument Scott Taylor made in his col-
umn. To wit: 

“Nothing is more important than that 
permanent, inveterate antipathies towards 
some countries, and passionate attach-
ments towards others should be excluded 
[...] ’tis our truest policy to steer clear of 
permanent alliances with any portion of 
the foreign world.” (George Washington, 
Farewell Address).

“[America] goes not abroad in search of 
monsters to destroy. She is the well-wisher 
to the freedom and independence of all. She 
is the champion and vindicator only of her 
own.” (Then-Secretary of State John Quincy 
Adams in his July 4, 1821 speech).

“We cannot allow the natural passions 
and prejudices of other people lead our own 
country to destruction.” (Medal of Honour 
Winner Charles Lindbergh, in his September 
11, 1941 speech, delivered 60 years to the 
day before 9/11.)

On a personal note, my condolences for 
Ms. Simoneau’s loss.

Joe Fernandez

AN ALARMING CONCLUSION  
ON VETERAN TREATMENT

FROM OUR READERS WITH GOOD EYES 
FOR DETAILS! 
I read with delight the content of the July 
issue and would like to point out an item 
of identification on page 48, the photo of a 
militia camp (see “The Final Gathering” in 
Volume 21, Issue 6). As an historian who 
specializes in Work Point Barracks and Fort 
Macaulay, I recognize the photo as that of 
“Macaulay Plains,” northeast of Fort Mac-
aulay in Esquimalt adjacent to Work Point 
Barracks, and indeed a militia camp. The 
background house is that of John Jardine, 
a member of B.C. Parliament from 1907 to 
1912. Just for the record.

Jack Bates

JUST RECEIVED MY Volume 21, Issue 6 
(July 2014) magazine. I suggest there is an 
error on page 33 (“War of 1812: The Roads 
to Battle”). Winfield Scott is identified as a 
British brigadier general in the caption at 
the bottom right of the page. Of course, he 
was American.

Clive Girvan
Kingston, Ontario

THANKS ESPRIT DE CORPS!
I was thankful to have been invited to cele-
brate the 25th anniversary of Esprit de Corps 
magazine in September 2013, privileged to 
be amongst esteemed guests, from generals 
to diplomats, from veterans to journalists, 
and yes, some politicians.

I was even more grateful to win the grand 
prize of the evening — a two-day getaway 
in Halifax! 

My wife Melissa and I want to thank Porter 
Airlines and its staff for making the travel 

POSTED IN 
Letters to the editor
4

FEEDBACK

Some believe German commander Kurt 
Meyer, who was found guilty of war crimes 
and served five years in New Brunswick’s 
Dorchester Penitentiary in 1945, received 
better treatment than Canadian veterans. 

(barney j. gloster, dnd, lac, pa-141890)
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nonsense still goes on. You can go to the 
bank with that too!

Putting anything to tender gives all those 
parasites to get their foot in the door and to 
belly up to the trough to wax fat in perpetuity. 

I have no problem with a 10 per cent cost 
price deal at all, providing that an independ-
ent source would perform a cost-price an-
alysis. That way, perhaps the poor taxpayer 
might be protected from con men such as 
them when it is put out to tender.

A machine gun section head once told 
me the Bren were a damned fine weapon. 
This LMG, in spite of its early beginnings, 
was much respected for its ease in cleaning 
and that is was pretty much jam free. What 
a recommendation. The Ross in the Great 
War was said to overheat when being fired in 
a firefight after about nine shots. How many 
of our guys died because their weapon was 
not worth a pinch of (rac)coon shit?

On a different topic, the military has lived 
with the old chestnut that “rank hath its priv-
ileges” for far too long. This is routinely put 
in force to the detriment of the enlisted men. 
With that kind of attitude, it should come as 
no surprise that the morale will tend to be 
less than it could and should be. 

A case like that tends to create resent-
ment. The shameless abuse of power is 
absolutely inexcusable and they do this 

comfortable, to the Westin Nova Scotian and 
its personnel for their hospitality and their at-
tentive service, to Glenn Bowie at New Castle 
Hotels & Resorts for his help and, of course, 
to Esprit de Corps magazine, its publisher 
Scott Taylor and its production manager Julie 
Simoneau for making it all possible.

Esprit de Corps stands as the most re-
spected defence publication in Canada, with 
good reason. So here is to another 25 years!

Karl Belanger
Gatineau, QC

BREN GUN MESS JUST THE TIP OF THE 
ICEBERG 
Having just read the dreadful scandal about 
the Bren gun mess (Volume 21 Issue 4), 
would anyone be surprised? I mean, really? 
That’s nearly 80 years ago. I am as certain 
as day follows night that the same sort of 

FEEDBACK

nonsense, well, because they can, because 
who is going to stop them?

A number of years ago, a sergeant was 
the cook in a large camp and worked for 
the officers’ mess. Several times a month, a 
major would hold parties that went well into 
the night. This meant the cook often had to 
work just as late, and had to return early in 
the morning, of course.

As I recall, overtime was never paid in the 
army. In time his period of enlistment came 
to an end. He was asked if he would like to 
re-enlist. He declined. The officer inquired 
if he did not like working for the army. He 
said, “I used to, but too many officers have 
parties which always means working late.” 

So the major said, “How about a transfer 
to whatever camp?” Well, the transfer hap-
pened alright. But guess who showed up at 
that camp three months later? 

Robert Stirling
Maple Ridge, B.C. 

Karl Belanger, grand prize winner at 
Esprit de Corps’ 25th anniversary party 
last September, enjoyed an expenses-
paid trip to Halifax. (melissa belanger)
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CANADA’S NEXT-GENERATION
FIGHTER

by David Pugliese

What are the  
RCAF’s options?

F E A T U R E

4

IN EARLY JUNE, RCAF officers, Public Works representatives and members 
of an independent panel examining the purchase of a new jet to replace the 
CF-18 filed into the National Press Theatre in Ottawa to verify for journalists 
that the unfolding procurement process was indeed a fair and impartial one.
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F E A T U R E

4
The examination of various fighter jets that could meet 

Canada’s needs — the Lockheed Martin F-35, the Boeing Super 
Hornet, the Eurofighter Typhoon and the Dassault Rafale — had 
been completed, the officials said. (The Saab Gripen did not 
participate in the options analysis process due to “business 
reasons,” according to senior Canadian government officials. 
However, Saab officials insist they remain “very interested” in 
competing should there be a competition.)

The report on the various aircraft has been delivered to the 
Conservative government, a move that now puts the final decision 
on how to proceed on the procurement firmly in the hands of the 
federal cabinet. 

The report does not provide a recommendation on which 
fighter jet would best meet Canada’s needs, but instead outlines 
the risks and costs associated with each aircraft, said Keith 
Coulter, a former fighter pilot who is a member of the independent 
panel overseeing the process.

The criteria examined included, among other factors, long-term 
maintenance and the need for aircraft upgrades over the years. 
Two periods were looked at by RCAF staff doing the evaluation: 
the first from 2020 to 2030, the other from 2030 and beyond.

Coulter said the examination provides enough information for 
ministers to make their decision on a new fighter. In addition, deputy 
ministers are expected to provide advice on what plane to select.

Throughout June, various news media reports speculated 
that a decision was imminent. But Public Works Minister Diane 
Finley repeatedly said the government still had to review the 
report and associated information. She isn’t publicly committing 
to a timetable.

The decision will focus on whether to buy the F-35 outright 
or to conduct a competition involving this stealth fighter and the 
three other jets.

If the decision is to proceed with the F-35 purchase, then the 
government can expect much criticism claiming that the fix was 
in for that aircraft right from the beginning.

During the June news conference, the members of the 
independent panel declined to provide their personal views on 
which aircraft best suited Canada’s needs. But they, the RCAF 
officers and Public Works bureaucrats all vigorously denied the 
process was rigged to favour the F-35.

“The purpose of this is not to reach conclusions or recom-
mendations but to satisfy ministers that the necessary rigorous 
analytic work has been done and that it’s been done fairly and 
objectively,” explained panel member James Mitchell, a former 
senior government official.

Such statements were less than convincing for a number of 
people. Opposition MPs worry that the F-35 has the inside track 
and argue that an open competition is the only way to proceed.

Alan Williams, the former head of procurement at the 
Department of National Defence who oversaw Canada’s initial 
involvement in the F-35 program, dismissed the current process 
as a government public relations ploy. He pointed out that a 
competition, where all candidate jets are properly evaluated, 
would ensure the RCAF receives the right aircraft.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper won’t yet commit publicly to 
a course of action but said in the House of Commons on June 
11 that “We will always consider what is in the best long-term 
interests of the men and women of the Royal Canadian Air Force.”

A CF-18 Hornet is primed for a flight during Operation SPRING FORWARD in 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, on April 10, 2014. Although Canada’s roughly 
100 CF-18s are still in service, the fleet is expected to be phased out between 

2017 – 2023. Maintenance and upgrades will remain necessary until then, 
however, and possibly beyond. (Cpl Kevin McMillan, CF Combat Camera)

ABOVE RIGHT:  A two-seater CF-18 flies over the Parc des Laurentides 
en route to the Valcartier firing range. During 2011’s Operation MOBILE, 
Canada sent seven CF-18s to take part in Task Force Libeccio, which 
enforced the Libyan arms embargo and no-fly zone. The fighters also 
took part in 946 sorties, and dropped 696 bombs on Libya. Because the 
fleet underwent two modernization projects, the CF-18s are expected to 
“remain viable into the early part of the next decade when Canada’s next 
generation fighter capability becomes operational,” states the RCAF’s 
website. (cpl pierre habib, dnd)
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That was immediately interpreted by the Globe and Mail 
newspaper as a sign the Conservatives were leaning towards 
the F-35 because of that aircraft’s planned operational life, well 
into 2055.

Any outright selection of the F-35 wouldn’t come as a shock. 
Various groups within the Department of National Defence and 
RCAF haven’t hidden their preference for the F-35. 

The government itself announced in 2010 it was purchasing 65 
of the aircraft, with then-Defence Minister Peter MacKay noting 
that it was the best plane for Canada. That was followed over 
the course of the next year by endorsements from Prime Minister 
Harper and a number of cabinet ministers.

The military’s desire for the F-35 has a long history. In 2006 
the Canadian Air Force completed an analysis of the market for 
a next-generation fighter, concluding that the Joint Strike Fighter 
(JSF), better known as the F-35, was the plane to purchase. 

“The results of this study have indicated that the JSF family 
of aircraft provides the best available operational capabilities to 

meet Canadian operational requirements, while providing the 
longest service life and the lowest per aircraft cost of all options 
considered,” according to the September 2006 briefing report 
prepared for Dan Ross, then assistant deputy minister for materiel.

But at the time of the study, only one JSF/F-35 test model 
existed. Because of that, there was no way to prove the Canadian 
military’s claims that the JSF had the lowest cost per aircraft or 
that it would be the cheapest to fly. 

The ongoing scepticism over whether there will be a fair 
evaluation of various aircraft can be linked to what can only 
be described as major trust issues regarding the Conservative 
government and the Canadian military’s handling of the fighter 
jet replacement.

From the beginning, the Department of National Defence put 
the price of the procurement at $14.7 billion. 

But that figure slowly unraveled as Parliamentary watchdogs 
looked more closely into the F-35 purchase.

In 2011, Parliamentary Budget Officer Kevin Page released a 
report predicting the F-35 program would cost $30 billion over 
30 years. Soon after, then Associate Defence Minister Julian 
Fantino admitted the government actually didn’t know what the 
F-35 would ultimately cost. 

In March 2011, the majority of parliamentarians supported a 
motion that declared the Conservative government in contempt 
of Parliament over its withholding of information about the F-35, 
as well as other key financial documents on other political issues. 

F E A T U R E

“The situation got even more bizarre when, in August 2012, 
Conservative MP Chris Alexander claimed that no decision on the 
F-35 had ever been made. ”

An RCAF CC-150 Polaris air-to-air refuelling aircraft from 8 Wing 
Trenton refuels CF-18 Hornets over the Pacific Ocean. The CF-18 is 
a multipurpose, high-performance twin-engine fighter that can handle 
both air-to-air (air defence, air superiority, combat air patrol) and air-to-
ground (close air support, battlefield air interdiction) combat. The jet has a 
maximum range of 3,700 km, and is flown out of 3 Wing Bagotville and 4 
Wing Cold Lake. (mcpl marc-andré gaudreault, dnd)



 august 2014  espritdecorps  11

BOEING

NEW AD COMING



12  Volume 21 Issue 7

In April 2012, Auditor General Michael Ferguson found that 
Department of National Defence officials had withheld key 
information from Parliament about the F-35, under-estimated 
costs, and didn’t follow proper procurement rules. He put the 
full cost at around $25 billion. Ferguson also determined that this 
figure had been known to the Conservative government, but it 
had not made it public.

The situation got even more bizarre when, in August 2012, 
Conservative MP Chris Alexander claimed that no decision on the 
F-35 had ever been made: “There was a misunderstanding, to 
some extent, in the Canadian public opinion, to some extent 
perpetrated by the opposition, who claimed that a decision 
had been made, contracts had been signed, obligations had 
been undertaken and that is not the case,” Alexander said 
during a television interview.

He made that claim even though both Harper and Defence 
Minister Peter MacKay repeatedly told Canadians that Canada 
was committed to acquiring the F-35 and that a contract had 
been signed.

F E A T U R E

“But holding off on a decision until after the October 2015 election 
has some risks, particularly for Lockheed Martin.”

In December 2012, the Harper government received a report 
from an independent auditor which set the full cost of Canada’s 
proposed F-35 purchase at $44.8 billion. Shortly after, the govern-
ment decided to launch an evaluation of all four replacement 
aircraft, which lead to the June 2014 report.

So what will happen now? In June, numerous media outlets 
had been predicting the imminent announcement of a decision 
to buy the F-35, but this did not materialize.

Some political insiders say the safest way ahead for the 
Conservative government is to either allow a competition or to 
wait until after the 2015 federal election before selecting the F-35.

NDP defence critic Jack Harris says the F-35 acquisition has 
the potential to hurt the Conservative government’s image with 
voters in the upcoming election. 

“They portray themselves as strong fiscal managers, but they 
have bungled numerous defence procurement files, particularly 
the F-35,” Harris said. “They don’t want this mess hanging over 
their heads during an election campaign.”

Holding off on a decision could provide the Conservatives 
with some relief during an election campaign; they could claim 
that no decision has been made, defusing any criticism from 
opposition parties.

But holding off on a decision until after the October 2015 
election has some risks, particularly for Lockheed Martin.

If the Conservatives are defeated, it would mean further delays 
in the purchase of a new fighter jet. Both the NDP and Liberals 
say they would hold a competition for a new jet, a process that 
would take time for any new government to set up and run. 

by David Pugliese

A CF-18 Hornet in flight during an air combat training exercise. Canada’s 
77 modernized fighters now possess: a new radar, jam-resistant radios, 
mission computers, embedded global positioning systems, tactical 
data link system, helmet cueing system, colour displays, upgraded 
countermeasures dispensers, and a triple-deck cockpit video recorder. The 
CF-18 are also equipped with the following types of armament: AIM 9M IR 
guided missile; AIM 7 and AIM 120 radar-guided missiles; 20 mm canon; 
Mk 82, Mk 83, Mk 84 , GBU 10, 12, 16 and 24 laser-guided bombs; GBU 
31 and 38 GPS guided bombs; and a 20 mm cannon  (cpl pierre habib)
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by David Pugliese

LOCKHEED MARTIN F-35
The F-35 is marketed 
as the only “f ifth 
generation” fighter 
available to Canada. 
It has much support 
among the RCAF, 
with generals claim-
ing that the F-35 can 
outfly and outfight 
other fighter planes, 

thereby making it the best pick for the country’s Air Force.
Lockheed Martin says the F-35 has the capability required to 

protect Canada with a mission radius greater than 700 nautical 
miles in low observable combat configurations and internal fuel 
capacity of more than 18,500 pounds. When the mission doesn’t 
require low observability, the F-35 can carry more than 18,000 
pounds of ordnance in internal weapon bays and on external 
hard points, the company noted.

With sophisticated sensors built in, the F-35 maintains a deci-
sive operational advantage without sacrificing low observability 
with external pods, according to Lockheed Martin. Embedded 
network-enabled capability allows information gathered by the 
sensors to be shared with commanders at sea, in the air, or on 
the ground. 

Lockheed Martin is also promising substantial economic 
benefits. A group of Canadian aerospace firms involved in the 
F-35 program recently released an open letter calling on the 
federal government to move ahead and buy the aircraft. They 
say a competition is not necessary.

The companies argue that production contracts on the pro-
gram will run through 2039, creating thousands of high-paying 
aerospace jobs.

BOEING SUPER HORNET
Boeing highlights the 
Super Hornet’s low 
cost and low main-
tenance price tag 
as two of the main 
selling points for its 
aircraft.

In addition, unlike 
the F-35, the Super 
Hornet has two en-
gines, making it safer to fly, according to Boeing.

Increased range, persistence and payload are exactly why 
Boeing and the U.S. Navy designed the Super Hornet, adding 
40 per cent more internal fuel, more weapons stations, and more 
wing area, according to a former CF-18 pilot.

For its supporters, the Super Hornet still retains all the advan-
tages of its classic Hornet predecessor, which makes it uniquely 
suited to Canadian and Arctic operations. It has a probe and 
drogue refueling system that is compatible with current RCAF 
air refueling capability. In addition, the aircraft has large flaps 
and control surfaces that allow it to approach and land at lower 
speeds than the classic Hornet. 

The Super Hornet also brings with it the most advanced active 
and passive sensor technology available today and tomorrow, 
say its supporters. It has an Active Electronically Scanned Array 
(AESA) radar. It also possesses an Advanced Targeting Forward-
Looking Infrared (ATFLIR) in addition to an infrared search and 
track (IRST) system that is optimized as an air-to-air sensor.

Boeing, which promotes that aircraft as an affordable stealth 
plane, is also promising a full industrial benefits package for 
Canadian industry.

DASSAULT RAFALE
The Dassault Rafale is a combat-proven aircraft and used by the 
French air force in Afghanistan, Libya and Mali. 

The company notes that it has advanced multisensor data 
fusion, and an advanced cockpit. It can be refuelled in mid-air 
using existing Canadian equipment.

The aircraft has a reduced radar cross section and the firm 
says its operating costs are known and it is in production, with 

THE CONTENDERS
SIDEBAR

4

Among the many front-line fighter jets in service around the world, 
a number of contenders have emerged to challenge the F-35.

THE CONTENDERS  ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 58

ABOVE:  A Super Hornet in transit to Denmark, flying with the Royal 
Danish Air Force, ground operations. With a total of 11 weapons stations, 
the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet gives warfighters extraordinary payload 
flexibility by carrying a mixed load of air-to-air and air-to-ground ordnance. 
(boeing)

TOP RIGHT:  The F-35 Lightning II successfully executed its first live-fire 
launch of a guided AIM-120 advanced medium range air-to-air missile 
(AMRAAM) over a military test range off the California coast on October 
30, 2013. (lockheed martin)
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AN INCREDIBLE JOURNEY:

text by Jason McNaught
photos by Richard Vandentillaart

Soldiers, CEOs and Olympians work together to secure the 
same goal: Making a harrowing once-in-a-lifetime trek to 
the North Pole. This fundraising expedition was organized 
by True Patriot Love and made possible through generous 
donations from several Canadian companies and individuals.

F E A T U R E

4

IT FELT SURREAL, striding through the entrance of the Chateau Laurier Hotel just after 
sunrise on April 19, to watch a team of ex-soldiers and CEOs prepare for a expedition to the 
Magnetic North Pole.

Piled on top of the Chateau’s polished marble floors was 
a mix of hiking packs and heavily-taped cardboard boxes, 
all waiting to be loaded into two waiting buses parked just 
outside. If it wasn’t for the people busily scurrying about in 
high-tech outerwear sipping complimentary Starbucks coffee, 
early 20th century explorer Sir Robert Peary would have felt 
right at home under the warm glow of the ornate chandeliers, 

tugging at his winged moustache in the reflection of the 
gleaming brightwork and polished wood adorning the walls.

But the days of Arctic explorers like Peary are long gone. 
The soldiers and CEOs filling the room with a thick mixture 
of nervous anticipation and excitement aren’t headed into the 
great unknown, like Peary and his contemporaries — they’re 
embarking on this trip because of the unknown.
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4
A LITTLE UNDERSTANDING, PLEASE

Canadians generally revere their men and women in uniform, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean they understand them all that well. 
Nestled into the corner of the lobby that Easter Weekend, taking 
in the scene of puffy jackets and constantly shifting supplies, one 
of the CEOs motions toward a group of soldiers. Many of these 
guys and girls, he begins, have had a hard time transitioning into 
civilian life, and one of the largest problems is finding a decent job. 

A lot of people think soldiers are trained to fight in wars, 
not to excel in the office or the boardroom, and those popular 
misconceptions mean that a lot of former soldiers get passed 
over when hunting for jobs as civilians. This expedition isn’t just 
about overcoming mental and physical thresholds; it’s about 
building relationships and increasing understanding between 
some of the nation’s top CEOs and those who have chosen to 
serve their country as soldiers.

As the boxes continue to pile up and then slowly disappear 
through the brass revolving doors of the hotel’s front entrance, a 
prosthetic limb comes into view, laying on top of one of the bags. 
The soldiers about to embark on their journey to the North Pole 
won’t tell you they’ve been hard done by, but it is quite obvious 
many of them haven’t had it easy. When you’re missing body 
parts or suffering from severe mental wounds, life hasn’t been 

a cakewalk. After a career in uniform serving the best interests 
of the country, it seems almost unthinkable that veterans would 
have difficulty finding a job. But it’s a cruel world, and soldiers 
unfortunately see far too much of it — in and out of uniform.

An article by CTV News anchor Kevin Newman highlighted the 
challenges veterans face when trying to find meaningful employ-
ment: “It’s the lower ranks who really need a hand extended: 
combat engineers, snipers, mechanics … What I’ve discovered 
in some recent research, however, is that these veterans are 
being released into civilian life wholly unprepared with the skills 
necessary to find civilian work. Even more troubling, Canada 
(uniquely) has no workable solution for employers to find veterans 
when they are committed to hiring them.”

TRUE PATRIOT FRANCIS
Enter True Patriot Love (TPL), the organization responsible for 
bringing together veterans and CEOs in the lobby of one of 
Ottawa’s most famous landmarks. True Patriot Love is a national 
fundraising organization that directs funds to military charities 
that have the infrastructure and expertise to deliver focused 
programming.

Shaun Francis, a co-founder of the organization, is a tall man 
with dark, short-trimmed hair and accompanying beard. He 

On skis, sleds and snowshoes, soldiers, top executives, Olympic athletes 
and guides — 52 in all — stretched out over a kilometre in Canada’s 

Arctic, pulling all of their food and supplies across the barren landscape. 
Their goal, 100 kilometres away, the Magnetic North Pole.
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F E A T U R E

looks younger than perhaps he actually is, which is a good thing, 
considering he’s the CEO of his own health care company. As the 
mass of people in the lobby move from the hotel and form lines 
to board the two white buses waiting for them on the side of the 
road, Francis goes with them and heads for the bus at the rear. 
He dips his head while walking down the aisle, and then piles into 
one of the seats in the back by himself. Despite being partially 
responsible for 52 people about to trudge their way through miles 
and miles of snow and ice in sub-zero temperatures, dangerously 
isolated from the outside world, Francis seems unusually relaxed.

He leans over the seatback and politely introduces himself. 
Since graduating from the United States Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland, he appears to have not wasted a minute 
squeezing the ever-lovin’ shi* out of life. As a poster boy for 
incredible time management, Francis divides his time between 
TPL, running his own company, serving on various boards, and 
occasionally lecturing in the astute world of academia. He’s like a 
concentrated version of Tony Robbins without the self-help books.

Francis is passionate about the mission of TPL, and the fact 
that his organization is there for soldiers where government 
programs or funding is inadequate. For all his attributes, his 
ability to fill a room with a veritable collection of Canada’s most 
powerful and influential people willing to pay a princely sum to 
support our troops, ranks among the best. Just how powerful? 
At TPL’s inaugural dinner in 2009, every living Canadian prime 

minister attended, welcomed by none other than the Big Cod 
himself, former Chief of Defence Staff Rick Hillier, who served 
as chair for the evening.

As the bus rolled along the Airport Parkway, away from the 
EY Centre’s vast empty parking lots and the National Research 
Council’s marshmallow-like white wind tunnel, Francis continued 
to talk about the important work TPL is doing for Canada’s 
soldiers. Since their first dinner, the organization has raised a 
total of $18 million, which is applied towards family health and 
support, physical health and rehabilitation, and mental health and 
wellbeing. That’s a lot of money, but it also inadvertently sheds 
light on just how much our soldiers — particularly veterans of the 
Afghan war — need the help. This expedition, the largest one of 
its kind, raised over $1.8 million for the organization.

DEPARTING DEMONS
The bus takes a left before reaching the Ottawa International 
Airport and snakes its way through a few industrial buildings 
before pulling up to the private Esso Avitat terminal. Someone 
gets up, gives some quick instructions about where to stack 
the gear, and the soldiers immediately jump into action. Francis 
continues to speak passionately to me about TPL until he’s off the 
bus and then, with a handshake, is off into the crowd. Duty calls.

As soon as the first members of the TPL group make their way 
through the sliding glass doors of the terminal, they’re mobbed by 
a small contingent of reporters, armed with microphones, digital 
recorders and impossibly large cameras. The large windows 
directly in front of the entrance show a huge expanse of weathered 
pavement stretched out beneath a clear blue sky, but curiously, 
no plane. A large German shepherd roams around freely, his crate 
parked in the middle of the floor; but no one seems to mind. One 
of the guides later explains that the friendly pooch, sidled with the 

“That’s a lot of money, but it also inadvertently sheds light on just 
how much our soldiers — particularly veterans of the Afghan war — 
need the help.”

ABOVE RIGHT:  A hockey stick was among Canadian Women’s Hockey 
Team Captain Caroline Ouellette’s gear. She and other members of 
the expedition played a game of pick-up hockey with some of the kids 
of Resolute Bay. The team spent three days there, acclimatizing to the 
conditions and testing their equipment. (jason mcnaught, esprit de corps)

ABOVE:  Members and their gear were loaded onto smaller aircraft — a 
retrofitted DC-3 and a Twin Otter — and shuttled in small groups from 
Resolute Bay to the team’s base camp, just north of King Christian Island.
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intimidating moniker “Demon,” will be making the trek alongside 
the group of soldiers and CEOs — just in case any polar bears 
happen to get a little too curious. 

Some people take their places on the oversized leather furni-
ture, others take to their cell phones, and some head right back 
out into the frigid air to grab a smoke, staying out of the crowd.

The whole area, longer than it is wide and not much larger than 
a three-bedroom apartment, fills quickly. The reporters drag their 
victims from the clogged artery of the lobby to less crowded areas, 
and the rest mingle together chatting about what the next few 
days hold in store. It’s obvious that the group hasn’t really gelled 
yet. There’s some friendly chatter, but there is a marked divide 
between soldiers and CEOs. For some of them, this expedition 
is just about the only thing they have in common. The warrior 
of the boardroom is a much different animal than the warrior of 
… well, war.

SNOW BOUND
You could hear it when it finally arrived: a mammoth First Air 
737 pulling up to the terminal. After the stairs touched down 
on the tarmac, it all began to seem real. Bjarne Nielson, or “B” 
as they call him, had enough of waiting. When asked about the 
expedition, he remarked, “I’m really looking forward to it, but right 
now, I just want to go.” 

Finally, after what seemed like an eternity, a small lady in navy 
coveralls and a safety yellow vest appears at the glass sliding 
doors leading out to the tarmac. It’s go time. 

Everyone ambles out of the building in a hurry, weighed down 
by carry-ons as the media rush to get out ahead of them. Some 
clutch iPads, others snap pictures with their cell phones or 
cameras. The mood really isn’t what one would expect. You’d 
think — finally — after all the preparation and waiting for this 
moment, people would be pumping their fists into the air and 
high-fiving, but there really isn’t too much of that. Maybe anxious-
ness is giving way to nervousness. After all, the plane is taking 
them one step closer to one of the most inhospitable regions on 
the planet. All the high-tech gear in the world won’t change that.

Francis and the team arrive in Iqaluit for a brief stopover, and 
then board their First Air 737 for Resolute some hours later, finally 
bedding down for the night after gobbling down chilli and garlic 
bread at their hotel, the South Camp Inn.

F E A T U R E

“... the plane is taking them one step closer to one of the most inhospitable 
regions on the planet. All the high-tech gear in the world won’t change that.”

OLYMPIAN OUTREACH
One of the most northerly hamlets in all of Canada, with an aver-
age temperature wallowing around -15 degrees Celsius, Resolute 
Bay is but a smattering of houses clinging to existence on a 
desolate spec of Cornwallis Island, overlooking the Northwest 
Passage. If that sounds bleak, it should. Even Inuit didn’t live here 
until the government forcibly relocated them to the location in 
the 1950s — from northern Quebec — in a misguided effort to 
bolster Arctic sovereignty during the Cold War.

Day Two of the expedition was more about community 
outreach than it was about trying to keep your eyelids from 
freezing together while skiing into blinding sunlight. Two of the 
group — neither soldiers nor CEOs — had a little work to do.

Geneviève Lacasse and Caroline Ouellette, members of 
Canada’s National Women’s Hockey Team, took a trip over to 
the gymnasium and gave local kids an Olympics presentation. 
The gold-medal duo must have seemed like superheroes to the 
young crowd as they handed out hockey books, pins and lined 
up for pictures. If that hadn’t already placed the kids on cloud 
nine, the Bauer-sponsored hockey game at the rink that followed 
definitely put them there. Says Lacasse, “One of the kids on the 
bench told me that it was the most amount of people he’d ever 
seen in the arena.”

THE WAITING GAME
The excitement of Day Two gave way to the feeling of disappoint-
ment on Day Three, as the group opened their hotel blinds to 
less than ideal conditions. High winds and reduced visibility 
meant another day in Resolute, watching Jaws reruns, playing 
cards, checking (and re-checking) gear, and enjoying the gener-

ABOVE: RIGHT:  To add an extra layer of protection against the bitter 
Arctic winds in the case of a storm, the team built walls from blocks of 
packed snow around their tents as a precaution.
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ous hospitality of the locals. But by Day Four, soldiers, CEOs, 
Olympians and the film crew were getting a little antsy. Low clouds 
and increasing wind at the starting point, a short flight away, was 
deemed too risky to attempt. 

Some returned to the rink, laced up their skates, and played 
pick-up with the locals. The more ambitious among them set out 
on a hike up a nearby mountain, while others continued to test 
out their gear or relax in the warmth of the hotel.

Day Five showed a lot of promise, noted expedition director Hil-
ary Coles. Gear was loaded up on smaller aircraft — a retrofitted 
DC-3 and a Twin Otter — in preparation to shuttle small groups 
off to base camp, just north of King Christian Island.

If the arriving party expected to be greeted by a sense of 
euphoria and excitement upon arrival of their long-awaited 
destination, the guides warned otherwise. Francis blogged, “We 
are told by our guides that many of us will experience serious 
anxiety once we are deposited on the ice and after our plane 
departs, leaving us in dense silence, thousands of kilometres 
from other human beings.”

Only a fraction of the group would experience this solitude 
on Day Five. After ferrying two loads of people to base camp, 
the weather window closed, splitting the group and leaving the 
aircraft stuck on the snow-packed runway at Resolute. Half 
would spend another night in the comfort of the hotel, while the 
other half would toss and turn in tents pitched atop a frozen sea.

AND SO, IT BEGINS …
The weather gods were smiling as the contingent rose up from 
their soft pillows in the early morning hours of the expedition’s 
sixth day. It wasn’t long before they joined the rest of the group, 
who undoubtedly were still a little bleary-eyed, having huddled 
in their mummy bags in the frigid cold while trying to keep out 
the ever-present daylight that invaded their tents.

Reunited, they all set to work right away, soon forming a long 
column spread over a kilometre in length over the expansive 
white terrain.

Each day of the expedition unfolded like the next. As each ski 
lunged forward, the group faced the same expected challenges: 

wind, terrain, cold, and exhaustion. It didn’t take long to settle 
into routines. But something else was happening. Life had been 
reduced to its simplest form. It no longer mattered who’s a solider, 
who’s an Olympian, or who’s a CEO. Material possessions, social 
standing, and bank account size won’t help anyone in the trek 
to the North Pole. Everyone’s equal, and everyone’s needs are 
the same: shelter, warmth and nourishment. The playing field 
has been levelled — and it’s equally unforgiving. There’s nothing 
like a common goal and the threat of freezing to death to bring 
people together.

After a day of skiing over miles of snowpack and ice, muscles 
burn and shoulders ache while setting up camp. Richard Weber, 
the lead guide, introduced everyone to his own “Weber Cocktail,” 
what sounds like a disgusting combination of maple syrup, 
powdered milk and whiskey.

Preparing dinner, Francis explained, “is a ritual that can take 
three hours.” Putting up the tents takes 20 to 30 minutes. Melting 
the snow for cooking is a process than can take two hours. Eating 
the meal, a social occasion in a heated tent, may last an hour.

After the kerosene heat is shut off, the temperature in the tent 
begins to plummet, and everyone races for their sleeping bags. 
With food and shelter covered, warmth takes precedence over 
everything else. Each person tucked in for the night is armed with 
a pee funnel and a bottle, so that the need for a little midnight 
relief doesn’t amount to a frozen willie before being munched 
on by a polar bear.

LASTING MEMORIES
As the 52 trekkers came within a few days range of the Pole, a 
line of Canadian Rangers appeared in the distance. However, 
they arrived with bad news. A storm was approaching. If the 

F E A T U R E

“... the plane is taking them one step closer to one of the most inhospitable 
regions on the planet. All the high-tech gear in the world won’t change that.”

ABOVE:  The Royal Canadian Regiment’s Sergeant Bjarne Nielsen 
(centre), 34, lost his left leg and left elbow when he was injured by an 
improvised explosive device in Afghanistan in 2010. Seated on a specially 
designed sled, Nielsen is assisted on this stretch of the journey by 
Canadian National Women’s Hockey Team Captain Caroline Ouellette 
(left) and teammate Geneviève Lacasse (right).
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team wanted to reach the Pole before the storm hit, they’d have 
to double-up a day, skiing a total of 24 kilometres on weary legs 
and strained backs.

At 1930 hrs on Day 11 of the expedition, equal parts exhausted 
and elated, the long string of skiers arrived at their destination, 
breaking out into a rousing rendition of O Canada.

Less than two weeks before, 52 trekkers boarded a First Air jet 
in the Nation’s Capital encumbered by all the stereotypes society 
indiscriminately heaps upon them. The wealthy executive and 
the battle-scarred soldier would otherwise rarely cross paths, 
let alone create meaningful relationships with one another in the 
“real” world.

As soldiers and CEOs stand interspersed and wrapped in 
insulated red and white parkas at the culmination of their journey, 
there are no guarantees that their bonds won’t weaken when 
plunged back into the daily rigours of their lives. Hopefully, their 
memories won’t. Because it’s those memories — the ones carved 

out in the most adverse conditions — that show the world just 
what soldiers can do when they swap their camouflage for a suit 
as a civilian.

F E A T U R E

The 52-person True Patriot Love – Arctic Circle 2014 expedition team 
celebrates after reaching their destination: Canada’s Magnetic North Pole. 

“At 1930 hrs on Day 11 of the expedition, equal parts exhausted and elated, 
the long string of skiers arrived at their destination ...”
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Alan Williams

nowhere to be found. 
Not surprisingly, rather than spend-

ing billions of dollars buying strategic 
lift aircraft, the military much preferred 
spending these funds on equipment to 
go into these aircraft and continuing to 
rent or lease these assets for a few million 
dollars annually on an as-required basis. 
Without a public, Cabinet approved plan, 
the government was able to modify the 
military’s capital priorities for political 
purposes without any serious scrutiny or 
debate.

The Close Combat Vehicle (CCV) 
program was announced with great 
fanfare by the government in the summer 
of 2009. DND wanted to buy 108 CCVs 
with an option for the purchase of up to 
30 additional vehicles. The Army argued 
that the CCVs, which would accompany its 
Leopard tanks into battle, were a priority 
for future missions. 

In the fall of 2013, after undertaking 
a rigorous competitive process and 
after receiving bids from suppliers, the 
government decided to cancel the project 
and $37 million of taxpayers’ money was 
squandered! To suggest that it just discov-
ered that this program was unnecessary 
defies logic; as does the statement that 
upgraded LAVs provide equivalent protec-
tion as the CCV. 

THAT THERE IS a need for a long-term 
capital plan is undeniable and has long 
been recognized. In fact, it was a key 
recommendation in my book Reinventing 
Canadian Defence Procurement: A View 
From The Inside, published in 2006. 

Properly designed and approved, such 
a document would benefit everyone. All 
Canadians would gain a better under-
standing of the kinds of equipment the 
military needs in order to fulfil its mandate. 
Furthermore, Parliament and its defence 
committees would be in a better position 
to question the government’s defence 
capital priorities. Finally, armed with the 
reliability of the procurement schedule, 
industry would now be more willing to 
invest its time and money in Canada’s 
military capital programs. 

However, to realize these benefits such 
a plan must have three key components. 
First, it must be Cabinet approved. 
Second, the projects must be prioritized. 
And third, cost estimates must be pro-
vided for each year of the project’s life 
cycle, including acquisition and long-term 
support. 

Sadly, the government’s recently 
released Defence Acquisition Guide (DAG) 
2014 lacks all of these elements. As the 
government admits in its introduction to 
DAG 2014, “The majority of the projects 
in this publication do not have formal 
authority from the Government and remain 
subject to change in terms of scope, 
cost and schedule including termination 
without any further explanation or liability.” 
With this admission, if you were the CEO of 
a defence company, would you be willing 
to commit your company’s resources to 
a future project? I certainly would not. 

DAG 2014 is a fluff piece with little or no 
value-added.

The question remains: Why has the 
government published a virtually use-
less guide? The reason is simple. A 
properly designed and approved capital 

plan makes it extremely difficult to tamper 
with planned capital programs without 
solid justification. Of course, Cabinet 
approval does not mean that projects 
cannot be cancelled or rescheduled. 
Obviously, as economic, technological and 
political circumstances change in Canada 
and globally, defence programs will be 
impacted. Nevertheless, Cabinet approval 
would preclude whimsical changes by 
the government of the day. Changes 
would have to be publicly defended and 
justified, something this government has 
been loath to do. 

Two examples come to mind: Strategic 
lift aircraft and the Close Combat Vehicle 
(CCV). One of the early announcements 
of this government when it first came into 
power was its commitment to acquire 
strategic lift aircraft for the military. While 
this “played well” with Canadians, the fact 
is that within DND’s capital priorities at that 
time, the need for strategic lift aircraft was 

COMMENTARY
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“... the government [cancelled the 
CCV] and $37 million of taxpayers’ 

money was squandered!”
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unique theatre. The region is extraordinar-
ily diverse and each of its sub-regions 
presents an array of complex security 
considerations. As chronicled in media 
headlines, Asia’s great advantage — its 
world-leading maritime transport indus-

tries and expanding naval power — is also 
its biggest potential source of conflict. 

The increase in economic vitality that 
has spread across Asia in the past two 
decades has allowed governments to 
spend more on defence programs in 
reaction to long simmering and newly 
emerging security concerns and disputes. 
While this military build up is a natural 
extension of economic prosperity, many 
of the region’s players are contending with 
the challenge of promoting and protecting 
their national interests over and against 
evolving power dynamics at sea. In turn, 
many states have put considerable capital 
into improving their navies, particularly 
with the addition of submarines and other 
advanced technologies.

With increased naval activity in crowded 
and contested waters throughout Asia, 
the possibility and cost of strategic or 
diplomatic miscalculation is high. The 
question for stakeholders then becomes, 

THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE of 
the maritime domain is indisputable. 
With the global shift towards Asia, the 
Pacific has rapidly become the world’s 
centre of maritime activity. Asian ports are 
driving worldwide commercial shipping 
networks and regional navies are growing 
in size and sophistication. Increasingly, 
the notion of ‘Pacific seapower’ is at the 
heart of discussions amongst lawmakers, 
naval planners, academics and industry 
representatives alike. 

As a Pacific and maritime nation, 
Canada has a stake in such discussions. 
Though the term power often refers to 
something that is either violent or coercive, 
seapower is, at its core, a principle that is 
concerned as much with commerce and 
prosperity as it is with naval strategy. 

Traditionally, the arguments advanced 
when discussing Canada’s national 
interests in Asia are rooted in trade and 
economics. Indeed, Canada is heavily reli-
ant on the maritime trade passing through 
the region, and our future economic 
prosperity will be increasingly dependent 
upon healthy relations with partners in 
markets throughout the Pacific. However, 
there are signals from players in Asia that 
if Canada wants to conclude new invest-
ment and trade deals, it will have to be a 
more engaged security partner.

This ambition, of course, is not without 
its challenges. Simply put, Asia is a 

how can seapower be applied in a manner 
that protects national interests, promotes 
greater collective security, stability, and 
trust, and does so in a fashion that is 
appropriate to the Pacific region? 

Solutions are increasingly networked in 
a globalized world. This will no doubt be 
the approach that is needed in a region 
of growing global importance like Asia–
Pacific. Navies are generally regarded 
as potent tools of national diplomacy 
that signal national will. However, the 
talents of all branches of government 
— including the diplomatic, commercial, 
and educational sectors — will need to 
be called upon in order to build trust, and 
take mutual responsibility for security and 
stability in the region, specifically in the 
maritime domain. 

For Canada, effectiveness at sea has 
long been rooted in, and will continue to 
hinge upon, a network of strong relation-
ships with allies and partners. These 
relationships are built and sustained not 
only through operations and exercises at 
sea, but also through personnel exchan-
ges, capacity building, training programs, 
collaboration in maritime research and 
development, and participation in stra-
tegic dialogues and international fora. 
While challenging, developments in the 
Asia–Pacific region will continue to provide 
opportunities for further Canadian engage-
ment and leadership at sea. 

As Canadians are becoming aware of 
the growing influence of the Asia–Pacific 
region on their security and economic 
well-being, ‘Pacific seapower’ should 
become part of the Canadian lexicon. 

“... many states have put 
considerable capital into 
improving their navies ...”

Ashley Milburn
is a research analyst with 
DND and a member of the 

conference secretariat for the 
Maritime Security Challenges 

conference series
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IRAQ circles the DRAIN4

(the tough Kurdish militia). The rapid ISIS 
advance stalled north of Baghdad, where 
the Sunni majority begins.

Some rather breathless western com-
mentators have said that ISIS is trans-
forming itself into a real army. All that 

has been seen in film clips, however, are 
civilian pickup trucks sporting mounted 
machine guns, and disordered bodies of 
men firing automatic weapons aimlessly 
into the unseen distance for the benefit 
of the camera crews. It appears that ISIS 
captured some Iraqi and Syrian military 
equipment and fighting vehicles and put 
them on display for the cameras.

There’s many a slip twixt lip and 
cup. It is one thing to be able to drive 
a fighting vehicle and quite another to 
coordinate the tactical use of groupings 
of fighting machines in battle. All ISIS has 
demonstrated with their fighting vehicles 
is their capacity to drive in a convoy. ISIS 
has never demonstrated the capacity to 
manoeuvre in battalion- and brigade-sized 
formations in open battle. They have no air 
power. And with only 6,000 real fighting 
men, half of them foreign adventurers, 
oppressing millions, Caliph Ibrahim makes 
a lot of boasts.

LAST MONTH, AMID a welter of 
slaughter and torture, a new Islamic ca-
liphate was proclaimed on the territories of 
Syria and Iraq by the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIS). This new political 
creation resembles a balloon: one pinprick 
and it will collapse.

This Islamic caliphate was created by 
a homicidal egomaniac who now calls 
himself Caliph Ibrahim. Previously, he went 
under the alias of Abu Bakr al Baghdadi. 
He sees himself as the second coming of 
Mohammed, except with a better taste in 
wristwatches. The new caliphate rests on 
the bayonets of some 6,000 men, half of 
whom are foreigners from Britain, France, 
Australia, Canada, and the United States. 

The appeal of fighting for the caliphate 
among these men is the feeling of fighting 
for Islamic righteousness (i.e., jihad) and 
the chance to gratify the darkest of human 
desires. As proof, thousands of unarmed 
civilians and captured soldiers have been 
gruesomely executed by ISIS members, 
and few of these were by crucifixion. 
These executions have been posted on 
social media for the entertainment of some 
and the terrorization of others.

Failing to make further headway against 
the forces loyal to Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad, ISIS turned east in June and ad-
vanced against an utterly demoralized and 
unprofessionally led Iraqi military. The Iraqi 
forces either deserted or retired before the 
advance, and allowed ISIS to occupy Mo-
sul, the country’s second-largest city, and 
occupies a portion of the Sunni majority 
area of Iraq. It made no effort to advance 
into Jordan or into Iraqi Kurdistan, which 
is stoutly defended by the peshmerga 

In his first public pronouncements, 
Caliph Ibrahim promised to make terrorist 
attacks against the United States and 
called upon all Muslims to “obey” him. 
A caliphate is a special thing in Islamic 
history and teaching: it is the empire of the 
Ummah (the believers), and the caliph is 
the head of state and theocratic absolute 
monarch. A caliphate would hold that the 
Kingdoms of Saudi Arabia and Jordan, 
and the Republics of Turkey, Egypt, and 
Iran would be vassal states under its 
suzerainty and the kings and presidents of 
these countries are vassals. Perhaps some 
confused western diplomats, seeking 
clarification, might ask the governments of 
these countries if they plan to “obey” the 
new caliph, whether their countries should 
now be regarded as subordinate entities 
to the new caliphate and if not, why not.

The new caliphate and self-proclaimed 
Caliph Ibrahim represent a political crisis 
in Islam, first and foremost. His threat to 
western countries is a separate matter.

By proclaiming a new caliphate and 
establishing Mosul as its capital, Caliph 
Ibrahim has created hostages to fortune. 
He is no longer the head of an ethereal 
terrorist organization that exists nowhere 
in particular and is responsible for the 
governance of nothing. An act of terrorism 

“There’s many a slip twixt lip 
and cup.”

Vincent J. Curtis 
is a freelance writer who is 
interested in military and 

international affairs
www.curtisreports.blogspot.com
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Back when Pistol Pete first started 
sounding like a sagely aerospace engineer 
in 2010 (and not the fact-challenged 
minister he was and is), The Harper 
Government™ was still riding a wave 
of procurement promises and renewed 
hope that the armed forces would be 
made whole after years of neglect. 
Arctic patrol ships, search-and-rescue 

aircraft, helicopters, trucks, LAVs, supply 
ships and anything short of the Starship 
Enterprise was just around the corner. Add 
in MacKay’s magic, perpetual motion jet 
engine and the sky seemed the limit.

Well, reality has a knack for slapping 
you in the face, with Harper and Company 
being slapped so much during the inter-
vening years you’d think someone might 
get the message that all is not exactly as 
peachy as planned, or as promised. The 
ongoing plight of our veterans remains 
both unresolved and a stain that blights 
the patriotic bromides and renamed high-
ways. Nary a promised ship, helicopter, 
plane or motive piece of mechanical 
equipment of any note has been added 
to the armed forces’ inventory, yet many 
have been retired from service without 
replacement. Budgets have been cut to 
the point they make the “Decade of Dark-
ness” seem like a time of plenty. There is 
no focused foreign policy to guide a vital 

NOSTRADAMUS HE’S NOT. Four 
years ago, former Defence Minister (we’re 
still looking for the current one) Peter 
MacKay made a bold statement. When 
asked about the potential for failure of the 
F-35’s single engine, old Pistol Pete didn’t 
blink an eye. “It won’t,” he stated, to the 
great relief of Canadian pilots contemplat-
ing how current their Arctic survival training 
is when patrolling our northern borders. But 
if Saint Peter says it won’t, then rest easy. 
You can leave that parachute at home.

Well, a funny thing happened on the 
way to take off. An F-35 engine failed. The 
most advanced, most powerful engine ever 
conceived by mankind got a case of stage 
fright, ground its fan blades together and 
caught fire. On the verge of making its first 
foray into the public eye at this summer’s 
Farnborough Air Show, the entire F-35 fleet 
was instead grounded, leaving red-faced 
officials with only a full-scale mock-up for 
the kiddies to have their picture taken in on 
opening day. It was yet another in a long 
series of embarrassments for the troubled 
fighter jet program.

Now the good folks at Lockheed Martin 
may ultimately have the last laugh, and if 
they do, more power to them as they’ve 
certainly picked a technical cliff to scale; a 
bare-handed, no-harness climb if ever there 
was one. But the fiery episode did bring 
back into the public eye the whole issue of 
the F-35, Canadian military procurement, 
the hubris and ineptitude of those in charge 
of said procurement, and the stewardship 
of Canada’s military in general. 

and focused military policy. Word has it 
though that there will be some officers 
parading about in spanking new uniforms. 
Stay tuned.

With news that the F-35 is actually 
constrained by the laws of physics and 
not the whims of star-struck ministers 
who’ve spent too much time in a simula-
tor, Canadians need to ask themselves 
not so much whether the aircraft is or 
will be a good one, but whether it’s right 
for Canada, and whether the current 
government is the one to decide such a 
monumental expenditure or any other. Not 
long after the CANSEC 2014 conference, 
where competing interests from Lockheed 
Martin, Boeing, Dassault, and the Euro-
fighter consortium put their best and most 
hyperbolic feet forward in their marketing 
campaigns for billions in Canadian tax 
dollars, a sobering voice made a prescient, 
if somewhat obvious observation.

Michael Byers, a research chair in 
global politics and international law at 
the University of British Columbia, made 
waves with his report entitled “One Dead 
Pilot,” pointing out that two engines tend 
to be better than one, if not for perform-
ance than for redundancy, sighting the 
failure rates of single-engine aircraft over 
the last few decades. But more telling in 
his report, with regards to the necessity of 
Arctic airspace patrol, he observed that, 
“With the search-and-rescue system in 
its current, near-broken state, a decision 
to purchase a single-engine fighter would 
almost inevitably result in the needless 
loss of Canadian pilots.”

In short, it’s not just an issue of what 
Canada’s next fighter jet will be. It’s the sad 
state of our military in general, our inability 
to do what Canadians want and expect, 
and the government that got us here. An 
engine fire is the least of our problems. 

“... Pistol Pete first started 
sounding like a sagely 

aerospace engineer in 2010”

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com
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IT WAS SUPPOSED to be the culmination of 
all the blood, sweat, and tears of the last dozen 
years. The election of a new Afghan president; 
the country’s first peaceful, democratic 
transition of power was to be a visceral 
vindication of the naysayer and the legion of 
skeptics who’ve dogged this nation-building 
exercise from the beginning. 

AFGHANISTAN: 
Back to the political future?
4

text & photos by Murray Brewster

PERSPECTIVES

Crowds in Kabul’s Pul-e Khishti Bazaar, the city’s main 
market, on March 13, 2014. Elections signs were everywhere 
prior to the April 5 vote. While the democratic process is still 
new to Afghanistan, the faces of the candidates are familiar as 
they are the same warlords who have ruled since the Soviet 
occupation ended in 1989.
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It was supposed to usher in a new era. It may well do just that, 
but maybe not the era we all wanted to see.

“This election is clearly going to give them a great confidence 
in the nation-building that’s been done and in the way forward,” 
Canada’s ambassador Deborah Lyons said in an interview last 
March before the ballots were cast.

With all of the security and vetting by the independent electoral 
commission, “the pillars of a strong election are in place. It all 
bodes well not only for the presidential election, but the parlia-
mentary elections next year.”

What a difference a few months makes. 
The first round of balloting on April 5 produced no clear winner. 

Abdullah Abdullah, the suave former foreign minister who ran 
unsuccessfully for president in 2009, garnered the most votes, but 
fell short of a majority. Although he’s of mixed heritage, Abdullah 
is seen by Afghan voters “the Tajik candidate,” the ethnic minority 
that draws its strength from the northern part of the country. 

Yet, despite Abdullah’s early lead his rival Ashraf Ghani, a 
Pashtun and former finance minister, topped him in the June 14 
run-off election. The screams of fraud started even before the 
polling stations opened for the second round. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, Ghani was declared the winner in a 
preliminary count of ballots. The results were released in early 
July even though the electoral commission promised an expanded 
investigation into the alleged stuffing of thousands of ballot boxes.

When he was trying to convince Canadians to carefully 
reflect on the country’s legacy of blood and treasure in Afghan-
istan, British Chief of Defence Staff Gen. Sir David Houghton 
last winter said one must consider the counter factual argu-
ment: What would have happened had the West not tried to 
stabilize Afghanistan after the overthrow of the Taliban? 

“In 2006 there was the very real chance that could have been a 
schism between the Northern Alliance and the southern Pashtun 
belt,” Houghton told The Canadian Press in an interview. “That in 
and of itself would have been destabilizing across the Pakistan 
border. It would have destabilized Pakistan, a nuclear armed 
state, with unknown consequences.”

Eight years, billions of dollars and thousands of lives later, we 
could end up there anyway.

Oh, the irony. 
A peaceful transition could still very well happen. Much will 

depend on whether Abdullah and his warlord backers in the 

north are ready to swallow a second defeat and go quietly into 
the night. They chose to withdraw gracefully in 2009 in the 
face of blatant fraud by President Hamid Karzai’s campaign. 
This time could be different. Within days of the preliminary 
results, Abdullah mused to supporters in Kabul about forming 
a “parallel government.” That is the stuff civil wars are made of.

The legacy of the fraud-laced election of 2009 was an 
emboldened Taliban; an insurgency driven to greater levels of 
violence that the surge in U.S. troops failed to stem. The Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Washington recently noted 
that unlike Iraq in 2007, Afghanistan post-2011 has witnessed 
unabated violence and mounting civilian deaths. 

“UNAMA documented 8,615 civilian casualties (2,959 civilian 
deaths and 5,656 injured) in 2013, marking a seven per cent in-
crease in deaths and a 17 per cent increase in injuries compared to 
2012,” the center’s Anthony Cordesman wrote on June 26, 2014. 

There is “no evidence that the surge has defeated the Taliban.”
The Taliban might not have to lift a finger from here on in. A 

messy, divisive election result this time around could fracture 
the country along ethnic lines at the moment Western troops 

PERSPECTIVES

“Much will depend on whether Abdullah and his warlord 
backers in the north are ready to swallow a second defeat and 
go quietly into the night.”

ABOVE RIGHT:  An Afghan police officer directs traffic in front of election 
signs near Pul-e Khishti Bazaar, Kabul’s main market, on March 13, 2014. 
As the majority of the Afghan electorate are illiterate, policy takes a back 
seat to simple facial recognition of candidates. 
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are leaving and no longer able to help hold the place together.
Admittedly, there was reason for hope during the first round 

of balloting when Afghans were generally enthusiastic for the 
process, said Nipa Banerjee, Canada’s former head of aid and 
development in Afghanistan.

“Strangely, I saw little signs of ethnic division then,” said 
Banerjee, who spent a month in the country observing the elec-
tion. “I spoke to Afghans at various levels of a variety of ethnic 
origins and was pleasantly surprised to find people — men and 
women — speaking about the election platforms and policy 
positions of the candidates, regardless of their ethnic origins.”

There were Tajiks bent on voting for Ghani and equally as 
many Pashtuns who found Abdullah’s charismatic leadership 
appealing, she said.

It had all the makings of the kind of pluralistic, free-wheeling 
democratic process that we treasure and rarely practice our-
selves, but nonetheless hoped to export to the Afghans.

There also even appeared to be an awakening of sorts among 
some tribes that traditionally supported the Taliban, such as the 
Noorzai who are sprinkled across western Kandahar. 

The International Crisis Group received what on the surface 
appeared to be a bizarre report that some insurgents threatened 
to cut off the fingers of people who didn’t vote. In 2009, luckless 
Afghans were promised the same fate if they did cast ballots. 

There were, however, a plethora of attacks and bombings in 
the run-up to April 5 from a constellation of insurgent groups bent 
on disrupting the initial vote. But Graeme Smith, a senior analyst 
with the crisis group in Kabul, said it may have dawned on some 
in the Taliban that they could sow just as much chaos by driving 
the vote and being involved in the electoral process rather than 
just trying to bomb it. 

“They can see the political upheaval in Kabul,” Smith said “It’s 
a mess and that gives them a bit hope and they think, ‘Oh, we 
can vote and that can bring some change.’”

But much of that appeared confined to the Pashtun south.
“It seems the groups in the east are much messier and harder 

to control,” Smith said, referring to the influence of insurgents 
other than the Taliban, notably the Haqqani Network Lashkar-e-
Taiba, Lashkar-e-Janghvi and Hizb-i-Gullbudin, among others. 

Both Smith and Banerjee said “wide-spread fraud” became 
evident during the second round. All of the fingers tended to 
point towards Ghani, whose aides let slip prior to the preliminary 
results being announced, that their man had a one million vote 
lead. They were bang on when the count was made public. But 
what was even more interesting was overall vote count of 8.1 
million, which exceeded both the first round and blew away the 
expectations of observers.

Prior to results a senior election official, caught on tape talking 
about stuffing “sheep,” was forced to resign; sheep being an 
allusion to ballot boxes. It was Abdullah’s team that released the 
tape and the candidate went a step further to accused Karzai of 
“industrial-sized” vote rigging, especially in the Pashtun commun-
ity. There was, however, more than enough mud to go around 
because if you do a quick scan of the Afghan electoral web site, 
it shows that even in districts won hands down by Abdullah there 
were curiously lopsided results.

Resentful ethnic divisions exploded into angry tirades in the 
echo chamber that is social media. 

Banerjee said Ghani’s campaign advisors accept this rivalry 
and the ugly slurs with a shrug and suggested the sudden reversal 
of fortune for their candidate reflects how Pashtun voters, when 
faced with the possibility of losing power to the minority Tajiks, 
chose to turn out for the second round in droves.

That was a “depressing revelation” for Banerjee who has 

“...‘wide-spread fraud’ became evident during the second round. 
All of the fingers tended to point towards Ghani ...”

PERSPECTIVES

ABOVE:  Crowds in Kabul’s Pul-e Khishti Bazaar, the city’s main market, 
on March 13, 2014. Afghanistan’s tribal divisions have led to some 
strange bedfellow couplings: Uzbek warlord Rashid Dostum (at left in 
the above political poster) is the running mate of Pashtun presidential 
candidate Ashraf Ghani (central foreground of the poster).
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argued for more than a decade that the key to stabilizing Afghan-
istan was a strong national identity, not ethnic or tribal affiliation.

Smith, a former Globe and Mail reporter, is cautiously hopeful 
there will not be a return of the full-on civil war of the 1990s. He’s 
been shuttling between the different camps as part of his research 
and says where power and business interests intersect both sides 
have more to lose if events spiral out of control.

“It’s hard to believe given their proximity and their shared 
interests that they are going to want to burn the whole thing down. 
They will jockey. They’ll fight really hard over a diminishing set of 
resources,” he said.

Afghanistan is not Iraq. Although, Karzai’s regime has been 
corrupt and self-serving it has not gone out of its way to be puni-
tive, unlike al-Maliki’s brutal treatment of Sunnis. Also, unlike Iraq, 
al-Qaeda and its offshoots have limited influence in Afghanistan. 
The Afghan insurgency, for all of its potency, is fractured and the 
same cannot be said for Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. 

Perhaps the most lasting effect of the Afghan election will 
be a perpetuation of the crisis of legitimacy that dogged Karzai 
after 2009. That would colour everything, including the yet-to-be 
signed security arrangement with the U.S. and a myriad of aid 
and development agreements. 

When the Canadian flag came down at ISAF headquarters, it 
was passed to Ambassador Lyons, who said that the country’s 
focus going forward would be to help build the Afghan economy 
and develop its estimated $1 trillion in resources. Yet, in this new 
era everything is at a standstill. 

“The uncertainty has resulted in the loss of hundreds of millions 
of dollar in investment. Deals are suspended because the future 
is uncertain,” Ghani said.

The unspoken question remains: Who wants to invest in a 
basket case? 

Murray Brewster (above) is the defence 
writer for The Canadian Press and spent 

15 months in Afghanistan, both embedded 
and unembedded during the combat 
mission. His book The Savage War: 

The Untold Battles of Afghanistan was 
published in 2011 by John Wiley & Sons.
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SINCE ITS INCEPTION in 2010, WestDef 
has quickly established itself, as one of 
Canada’s must-attend defence industry 
events. Held each year in Calgary, the 
WestDef conference deliberately coincides 
with that city’s famous stampede festivities.

EYE ON INDUSTRY

WESTDEF 2014: 
The best of the West
4

by Scott Taylor

WestDef’s final cocktail party was held in the hall that holds 
The Military Museums of Calgary’s naval exhibition. Western 
Canadian Defence Industries Association (WCDIA) is the non-
profit entity behind WestDef. With a mandate to showcase industry 
opportunities, capabilities and technological expertise of Western 
Canadian defence contractors, the WCDIA continues to focus 
on ways to connect and engage. And WestDef certainly delivers 
as the conference provides attendees with the opportunity to 
socialize, network and have fun. (westdef/neil zeller photography)
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WESTDEF 2014 ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 58

As Calgary shows the world how to party “cowboy style,” 
the Western Canadian Defence Industries Association (WCDIA) 
utilizes the WestDef forum to demonstrate their own considerable 
capabilities.

While it is neither a trade show in the tradition of CANSEC 
or a symposium such as the annual Conference of Defence As-
sociations Institute’s event in Ottawa, WestDef is without a doubt 
a first-class networking opportunity for government, military 
and industry representatives. Approximately 200 participants 
representing roughly 80 companies and institutions attended 
this year’s event.

In fact, it almost seems as though the presentations and key-
note speeches are simply necessary spacers to allow attendees 
a brief respite between all the social events. This year’s WestDef 
show kicked-off on Sunday, July 6 with a four-hour cocktail party 
designed to set the casual cowboy tone for the ensuing events.

While the WestDef dress code is “western casual,” the inevit-
able first timers — used to the traditionally conservative defence 
industry events — arrive in dark suits. Once advised that they 
run the very real risk of having their ties cut-off, collars were 
soon loosened.

During Stampede, it seems that all Calgarians are struck by 
temporary madness, and as usual many WestDef attendees found 
themselves touched by the same bug. Thus, by the time the 
official program began on Monday morning, there were already 
a number of bleary-eyed participants nursing heavy heads.

This year’s master of ceremonies was none other than the 
ubiquitous Louise Mercier (a.k.a. the “WiDS-ard of Ottawa”), who 
proved to be both an efficient ringmaster and gregarious hostess.

Setting the tone for an impressive line-up of presenters 
was Michelle Rempel, Minister of State for Western Economic 
Diversification Canada. A native Calgarian, Rempel brought the 
Harper government’s vow that the “West means business.” 

Once underway, the sheer number of presentations prompted 
WestDef organizers to run concurrent speeches in separate 
conference rooms within the Sheraton Cavalier Hotel. This led to 
a flurry of activity between sessions, as attendees, like students 
between classes in high school, were constantly shuffling through 
the lobby in opposite directions.

The most talked about idea presented on the first day of 
the conference was Oshkosh’s incredible advancement in the 
development of autonomous ground operations. Essentially, 
this means that Oshkosh has successfully created an integrated 
system that allows their military standard trucks to execute 
missions without a driver. (Beyond all military applications, one 
has to wonder if such capable robotics will soon eliminate the 
hazard of drunk drivers.) 

Without a doubt, the highlight of every WestDef show comes at 
the end of the first day’s speeches, when attendees are handed 
their Stetson hats and the buses arrive to shuttle everyone to 
the fabled Stampede grounds. Chuckwagon races and the 
all-singing, all dancing grandstand show followed a hearty meal 
of Alberta beef.

A misleading rumour that aging 1980s rock band Loverboy 
was the grandstand show’s main attraction that night kept many 
WestDef attendees to the bitter end. And a bitter end it was when 
the flashing stage lowered to reveal failed American Idol winner 
Taylor Hicks appeared instead.

While most WestDefers managed to catch a shuttle bus back 
to the Sheraton, there were some inevitable stragglers who suc-
cumbed to the lure of Calgary’s beckoning nightlife.

The flavour for Day Two focussed more on what government 
and DND require from industry. André Fillion, Director General 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

“This year’s master of ceremonies was none other than the 
ubiquitous Louise Mercier (a.k.a. the “WiDS-ard of Ottawa”), who 
proved to be both an efficient ringmaster and gregarious hostess.”

From left to right:  (1) Minister of State for Western Economic 
Diversification Michelle Rempel and J.R. Cox of The Shooting Edge enjoy 
a “pull my finger” moment during the presentations. (2) WestDef MC 
Louise Mercier.  (3) A highlight at WestDef is when the Stetsons are given 
prior to heading to the Calgary Stampede grounds. (4) Ian Atkinson of 
Innovative Trauma Care presented the novel idea of a battlefield wound 
clamp. (all photos courtesy westdef/neil zeller photography)
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Sir Gordon Drummond

HISTORY

The general who won the War of 1812
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The forgotten legacy of the 
aggressive Canadian-born 

general who forced the U.S. 
Army out of Canada in 1814

Sir Gordon Drummond

HISTORY

s

The general who won the War of 1812
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O
vershadowed by the legends of Isaac Brock, 
Tecumseh and Laura Secord, Lieutenant General 
Sir Gordon Drummond (1772–1854) has been 
largely forgotten by the country of his birth, which 
he successfully defended during the final bloody 

year of the American invasions of 1812–14. 

by Robert Smol

The Battle of Lundy’s Lane, which took place on July 25, 1814, was a 
bloody and savage encounter in which British and Canadian troops (located 
at far left in the illustration) fought the Americans (at right and foreground) to 
a draw in the stifling heat and darkness of a midsummer night. Lieutenant-
General Gordon Drummond received a serious neck wound during this 
battle and was relentless in attacking Fort Erie, refusing to admit defeat. 
(“the battle of niagara” by william stricland, after major riddle, anne s.k. 
brown military collection, brown university library)
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“He really stymied the American advance into Canada to the 
point when they finally said we are getting out,” says Wesley 
Turner retired Professor of History from Brock University and 
author of British Generals in the War of 1812. “I think he deserves 
a lot of credit for that.” 

Yet, in spite of his successes, which included bringing 
the war across the frontier into U.S. territory late 1813, he is 
largely forgotten by Canadians and their military historians and 
is remembered more for his occasional tactical errors than for 
his strategic successes. 

 “There is very little written on him and I often wonder why,” 
says Ron Dale historian and retired 1812 Bicentennial Project 
Manager for Parks Canada. “It is the great Canadian hobby of 
belittling our own.”

The son of a civilian British Army employee, Gordon Drum-
mond was born in Quebec City on September 27, 1772. His 
family returned to Great Britain in 1780 and, in 1789 Drummond 
enrolled in the British Army as an Ensign with the 1st Foot. Over 
the next two decades, as the conflict with revolutionary France 
raged throughout the world, Drummond would see active service 
in the Netherlands, the Caribbean, as well as Egypt, achieving 
the rank of Colonel in 1798. In 1808, he had risen to the rank of 
Major-General and returned to Quebec City where he served 
under Governors Craig and Prevost until 1811 when he was 
appointed to command a military district in Ireland. 

Two years later, as an embattled party-occupied Upper 
Canada teetered on the brink of military collapse, Drummond 

was summoned back Canada to assume command of British 
and Canadian forces in the region. 

“I would think that taking over as commander in Upper Canada 
in 1813 would be one of the crummier jobs in the British Army,” 
says Jim Hill, Manager of Heritage Operations at the Niagara 
Parks Commission. “All of south-west Ontario is lost. Lake Erie 
is under the control of the U.S. Navy. British have tenuous supply 
lines, and there are large U.S. forces in upstate New York.”

In spite of the grim strategic environment Drummond, almost 
immediately upon assuming command in late 1813, embarked 
on an aggressive offensive campaign against the occupying U.S. 
Army in the Niagara peninsula. 

But his opening moves against the American army in Canada 
resulted in a sudden refugee crisis for his army as the retreating 
U.S. Army burned the town of Newark (Niagara-on-the-Lake) on 
December 10, 1813, forcing its inhabitants to fend for themselves 
in the cold. This wholesale and intentional attack on innocent 
Canadian civilians met with shock and dismay on both sides of the 
border. Later that month the New York Evening Post commented 
that “the destruction and misery that this dastardly conduct has 
occasioned is scarcely to be described, women and children be-
ing the principal inhabitants have nowhere to place their heads.”

With gloves off Drummond and his staff began to develop 
plans for a series of retaliatory strikes inside the U.S. First and 
foremost among Drummond’s objectives was Fort Niagara 
situated on the mouth of the Niagara River directly across from 
Newark and Fort George. 

In a letter to the Governor General, Sir George Prevost, penned 
after the Fort’s capture on December 19, Drummond stated that 
he was “conceiving the possession of Fort Niagara to be of the 
highest importance, in every point of view to the tranquillity and 
serenity of the frontier.” He was therefore “determined upon its 
reduction, if possible without too great a sacrifice.” 

Not wanting to sacrifice his troops in a direct frontal assault 
or siege, Drummond instead chose to take the American fort by 
stealth and surprise. An excerpt from the letter from Drummond’s 
Deputy Adjutant-General, Lieutenant-Colonel John Harvey to the 
attack force’s commander Colonel John Murray reads:

“It is hoped that, with the bateaux just arrived from the head of 
the lake, you may be able to pass over the whole of the attacking 
troops in two embarkations, and by this means effect a surprise…

The troops should carry scaling ladders (at least 18 or 20) and 
should be divided into at least two attacks…the troops must 
preserve the profoundest silence and the strictest discipline. 
They must on no account be suffered to load without the orders 
of their officers. It should be impressed on the mind of every 
man that the bayonet is the weapon on which the success of 
the attack must depend.”

American Fort Niagara, viewed from Newark (Niagara-on-the-Lake). 
Drummond mounted a savage raid under Colonel John Murray with 
fixed bayonets against the fort, in retaliation for American BGen George 
McClure’s burning of the village of Newark. Some 80 men were killed by 
British and Canadian bayonets during the December 1813 raid, with 300 
taken prisoner, leaving only 20 to escape. (“fort niagara, taken from the 
british side of the river at newark, 1814” by henri beau, lac, c-003355)
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By the early morning of December 19, the British flag was 
flying over Fort Niagara. Drummond then dispatched his troops 
across the Niagara River northward with the aim to laying waste 
the settlements in the region. 

 “Basically from Buffalo all the way up to Youngstown, New 
York they burnt and destroyed pretty well all that they found,” says 
Major John Grodzinski of the Department of History at the Royal 
Military College. “So the frontier was denuded of its population, 
buildings, and livestock to the point where it was almost a desert.” 

According to Turner, the aggressive actions taken by Drummond 
along the U.S. border in 1813 also had a political dimension in that 
he wanted to affirm the loyalty of the local Canadian population.

“He might have wanted to impress the civilian population 
because there was a lot of discontent and uncertainty about 
their loyalty,” he says.

However, Drummond’s biggest challenge was to come in the 
spring and summer of 1814 when a much better trained, lead 
and equipped U.S. Army was to return. 

“The U.S. Army in 1814 was a very different animal than it was 
the two previous years in the war,” says Hill. “Now you have a well-
trained, well lead effective fighting formation in Brown’s division. 
You are now up against a more determined U.S. Army that has 
a point to make in its ability to stand up to British Redcoats.”

Just as serious, from a military perspective, was the fact that 
two years of war had devastated agricultural production in the 
region resulting in food shortages. In addition, the American 
domination of Lake Ontario further restricted the flow of food 
supplies and ammunition from Lower Canada. 

“I fear we shall suffer much difficulty in feeding all this force,” 
Drummond wrote to Governor General Prevost in a confidential 
letter dated July 10, 1814. 

During those fateful days in July of 1814, as the U.S. Army 
began advancing again into Upper Canada, Drummond’s cor-
respondence increasingly reflected his growing frustration over 
his diminished capacity to transport and sustain all the British, 
Canadian and First Nation forces he had at his disposal. On July 
12, he wrote again to Prevost stating:

“I wish it were in my power still further to increase the numbers 
of the right division, either by forwarding the 6th or the 82nd Regi-
ment to the frontier, but I feel afraid that the commissariat could 
not supply them. So much alarmed am I even with the present 
numbers that I have directed all the women and children of the 
troops to be sent down from Niagara, Burlington and York and 
the families of the Indians to be placed on half allowance.”

With the American army poised again, to invade all of Upper 
Canada, and faced with the very real threat of not being able 
to feed his soldiers, Drummond was forced to impose martial 
law in the province partly as a means to force farmers to sell 
supplies to his army.

“He had to provide supplies not only to the Niagara peninsula, 
but further west because of the devastation carried out by 
Americans,” says Turner. “The civilian population could barely 
feed themselves and farmers were refusing to sell to the military 
so Drummond had to impose martial law in the Eastern districts 
to force the farmers to sell to the military.”

Come July 1814, the British Army in Upper Canada was 
again on the defensive. The Americans, following their victory at 
Chippawa on July 5, 1814, began to move north along the Niagara 
River up to Queenston Heights later advancing to the edges of 
Forts George, Mississauga and Niagara before consolidating 
back at Queenston Heights. During this time, Drummond’s 
Canadian militia regiments including the 1st and 2nd Lincoln and 
2nd York Militia maintained a constant campaign of harassment, 
temporarily occupying the Heights at the rear of the U.S. Army 
before being driven off by the retreating Americans. 

LGen Sir Gordon Drummond was the first Canadian-born officer to 
command both the military and the civil government of Upper Canada, 
1813–1815. As Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, Drummond 
distinguished himself on the Niagara Frontier in the War of 1812 and later 
became Governor-General and Administrator of Canada. (oil painting by 
george theodore berthon, government of ontario art collection, 693127)  
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Arriving himself in the area in the early morning of July 25, 
Drummond began to move in support of his main commander 
Major-General Riall who was then advancing north against the 
retreating U.S. Army. In his report of the Battle of Lundy’s Lane 
that took place near Niagara Falls later that evening Drummond 
wrote:

“Finding from Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker that Major-General 
Riall was supposed to be moving towards the Falls of Niagara 
to support the advance of his division, which had pushed on to 
that place on the preceding evening, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morrison, with the 89th regiment and a detachment of the Royals 
and Kings, drawn from Forts George and Mississauga, to proceed 
to the same point, in order that with a united force I might act 
against the enemy on my arrival should it be found expedient.”

As it turned out the opportunity became more of a tactical 
rescue as Drummond arrived that evening in the Niagara Falls 
area to find his subordinate’s advance force in retreat and the 
Americans advancing on the high ground at Lundy’s Lane. In his 
report Drummond recounted that, on his arrival, the high ground 
at Lundy’s Lane was “almost in the occupation of the enemy.” 

“No sooner do they start marching north then they run into 
Drummond who orders them to go back,” says Grodzinski. “He 
says that is the ground that I want to defend on as it is an ideal 
piece of terrain. So I think that was a good command presence in 
that he understood the situation and he understood the terrain.” 

The resulting battle at Lundy’s Lane was to be the largest 
and most costly battle in terms of human life for the entire war. 
Having lost his position on the hill in fierce fighting later that 
evening, Drummond refused to retreat and instead launched 
a series of costly counter-attacks against the Americans oc-
cupying the hill in an attempt to re-gain the high ground and 
re-acquire his artillery. Though Drummond, who himself got 
strafed in the neck by a musket ball, failed to capture the hill 
the Americans nonetheless retreated in exhaustion back to 
Chippawa and Fort Erie. 

Come July 26, Drummond and his forces were to find 
themselves back in possession of the hill at Lundy’s Lane. Over 
the course of the evening the British were to suffer over 800 
casualties (84 killed, 559 wounded, 193 missing in action and 
42 taken prisoner). 

Yet, while an evening with Drummond was enough to make 
the U.S. Army quit the field, Drummond himself would be 
criticized by the country he defended in later years for his blindly 
aggressive tactics at Lundy’s Lane. Such criticism involved both 
his decision to launch a series of direct and costly counter-
attacks against the U.S. lines and for not having used his light 
troops and militia as skirmishers who may have been able to 
feel out a more prudent line of attack. 

“It is Drummond who is accused of going straight at them,” 
says Hill. “But what you have to give these Generals from 200 
years ago credit they certainly led from the front and they got 
shot for their troubles. I think that in a night battle with the kind 
of communication they had back then, trying to plan a grand 
flanking manoeuvre to get around the Americans probably 
wasn’t practical.”

Furthermore, had Drummond not moved swiftly and deci-
sively against the American forces in the manner he did, the 
way might have been open for them to advance further north 
and east into Upper Canada, potentially cutting Drummond’s 
forces off from their bases of operation in York and Kingston. 

“Had the British retreated to Fort George, the Americans 
might well have continued up Lundy’s Lane to attack Burlington 
Heights (Hamilton), which was one of the original American 
plans” says Dale. “Drummond saw the strategic importance of 

DUNDURN

NEW AD 
COMING

A depiction of the explosion in the bastion of Fort Erie that shattered 
Drummond’s attacking force and ended any serious attempt by the British 
to take the fort. The British later withdrew northwards to Chippawa, and 
the Americans abandoned the fort, destroying it as they left. (fort erie 
bastion blown up by a. bobbett, library and archives canada, c-00023) 
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being able to keep the Americans from gaining the hill at Lundy’s 
Lane and he wore the Americans down completely.”

Likewise, Drummond, exhausted, ill and still suffering from 
the wound received at Lundy’s Lane, has also been sharply 
criticized for his aggressive under-manned and casualty-ridden 
actions in and around Fort Erie in the late summer of 1814, 
when he attempted to rid Upper Canada of its last significant 
American stronghold. 

In spite of his not having the required artillery and engineers 
on staff, Drummond nonetheless initiated an attempt to lay siege 
to Fort Erie across from Buffalo. Come August 15, he ordered 
a multipronged attack on the Fort which failed to achieve its 
objective. Included among the dead after Drummond’s attack 
on Fort Erie were three of his senior officers (Colonel Hercules 
Scott, Lieutenant-Colonel William Drummond and Lieutenant-
Colonel John Gordon). 

A month later the Americans attempted a sortie against 
Drummond’s positions. However, unknown to the defenders at 
the time was the fact that Drummond had already decided to 
break off the siege and withdraw to a more sustainable defensive 
position near Chippawa. In all Drummond’s protracted attempt 
during August and September of 1814 to contain and eject the 
Americans from Fort Erie came at the cost of over 280 killed 
and 508 wounded. 

Did Drummond overextend himself, his army, and his resour-
ces by attempting to contain and attack the Americans at Fort 
Erie? The evidence suggests that he probably did. 

But was it necessary? Absolutely when you consider the 
alternate scenario that his actions at Fort Erie avoided. Namely 
the fact that he denied the U.S. Army the freedom to gain a 
wider, and possibly more permanent, foothold in the province. 

“There are a couple of things to consider here,” says Dale. 
“One is that you have a very large American army on Canadian 
soil and Drummond is able to keep them bottled up in Fort Erie 
not being able to leave Fort Erie and threaten the rest of the 
province. Second, Drummond would have been aware, as much 
of the Americans were, that the American militia enlistments 
ended at the end of the calendar year. So even if he had kept 
them holed up in Fort Erie until December he would have won 
and the Americans would have been forced to abandon the fort.”

And while his decision to break off the siege of Fort Erie and 
withdraw could well be regarded as a tactical defeat crowning 
the last major battle of the war, it did not ultimately reverse the 
course of the war that Drummond’s leadership had already set 
in motion.

“There is a tendency in military history to view battle as being 
the desirable result in any campaign” says Grodzinski. “Well 
you don’t necessarily have to fight someone in order to defeat 
them. The Americans were holed up in an insignificant corner 

in the Niagara Peninsula. So that means these Americans can’t 
be used for anything else.” 

On November 6, 1814 with Drummond still in command on 
the Canadian side, the U.S. Army abandoned and destroyed 
Fort Erie and withdrew to experience the end of the war back 
in their own territory. 

An example of the horrendous wounds received by soldiers during the 
War of 1812 is captured in the drawing by British army physician Charles 
Bell. The deadly effects of cannon fire and heavy lead musket balls often 
left men dead from the gangrene infection that almost always set in. (arm 
carried off by a cannon shot by sir charles bell, royal army medical corps 
museum, london, england) 
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THEY ALSO SERVE: 
Canadian women war artists 
paint a picture of life in service

4

by Rick Leswick

“THROUGH THE WHIRLING dust we 
perceived that Akaba was all a ruin. Repeated 
bombardments by French and English warships 
had degraded the place to its original rubbish. 
The poor houses stood about in a litter, dirty 
and contemptible, lacking entirely that dignity 
which the durability of their time-challenging 
bones conferred on ancient remains.”

by Thomas Edward (T.E.) Lawrence,
from Seven Pillars of Wisdom

PERSPECTIVES

Embedded with the soldiers of 2 PPCLI in Croatia in 1993, 
Katherine Taylor witnessed first-hand the fighting between 
the Serbs and Croats. Her illustration shows Sgt Rod Dearing 
returning fire in the Medak Pocket. Unbeknownst to most 
Canadians, peacekeeping operations in the former Yugoslavia 
often crossed the line and became combat operations. The 
Medak Pocket was a contested area between Serbs and 
Croats. The Canadians came under Croat mortar and artillery 
fire numerous times in mid-September 1993. Such intense 
firefights and both defensive and offensive operations of the 
type experienced in the Medak had not been seen by Canadian 
soldiers since Korea. (illustration by katherine taylor)
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Lawrence’s description in his chronicle of the Great War in 
the Middle East illustrates how conflict of a grand scale engages 
all of the senses. His word-picture creates a tabloid that mixes 
a myriad of descriptors allowing the reader a first-hand view of 
massive conflict. Soldiers who have experienced combat even 
detail how the odours of the battlefield are etched into their brains 
forever, and exposure to similar smells years later re-stimulate 
long abandoned memories.  

Of all the human senses, the visual creates the most profound 
impression. For this reason, some of Canada’s greatest artists 
have been commissioned to record the conflicts in which our 
Forces have been engaged. 

Heather Robertson collected a representation in her 1977 book 
entitled, A Terrible Beauty: The Art of Canada at War. A more apt 
descriptor for war, coined by the Irish poet William Butler Yeats, 
could not have been selected. Although the book’s dust jacket 
features a detail from the painting entitled Infantry, near Nijmegen, 
Holland by renowned male artist Alex Colville, Robertson also 
includes the art of several women artists who also served to 
record that most terrible beauty.

Henrietta Mabel May’s impression, Women Making Shells 
was created during the Great War and appears to have been 
painted under gauze. There are few clear facial expressions of 
the woman at work, and it is as if the artist chose to reflect their 
industry rather than feelings. 

May was born in Montreal in 1884 and studied at the Art As-
sociation of Montreal from 1909 to 1912. She left Canada upon 
completion of her three-year studies for Paris, where she was 
influenced by the French impressionists. By 1913, her reputation 
in Canada was solidifying and in that year the National Gallery of 
Canada purchased one of her paintings. Three more works were 
purchased in the following years.

She was not, however, an official war artist ensconced in the 
Canadian war art program that had been created by Sir Maxwell 
Aitken, Lord Beaverbrook, in 1917. At first, the New Brunswick 
icon, who earned millions through his empire of newspapers, had 
sought out British artists to serve as wartime eye witnesses. He 
then turned to male Canadian painters, including four who would 
later found the Group of Seven, namely: A.Y. Jackson, Frederick 
Varley, Arthur Lismer and Franz Johnson.  

May’s representation of toiling women on the home front is 
an important early example of female artists’ contributions to 
recording the young country’s experience of global war.

After the war in 1924, May painted with Jackson and he 
became a great influence on her style, influencing her to 
experiment with bolder colours and to enhance the curves of 
her landscapes.

She retired to Vancouver in 1950, where a retrospective of her 
work was presented resulting in the sale of 100 pieces of art. In 
1971, the woman who had been a pioneer of artists recording 
the Great War home effort, died in Burnaby, British Columbia.

In 1943 the war art program was reactivated as a conse-
quence of the world’s Second Great War. This time, the entire 
cadre of professionals were Canadians and among the august 
group three women — Molly Lamb Bobak, Pegi Nicol MacLeod 
and Paraskeva Clark — recorded servicewomen and civilians 
serving the home front. 

“Only a man divorced from life could say an army of women 
was uninteresting,” said Pegi MacLeod. She brought life to 
the army of women who actively served in the military or who 
supported the war effort by manufacturing the materiel needed 
to keep the fighting men supplied.  

Her modernist style of painting boldly depicts servicewomen’s 
activities — from forming up at morning parade to having their 
hair styled. Swirling colours draw the viewer to every corner of 
the canvass for action is not restricted to a single focal point.

MacLeod was originally opposed to Canada’s participation 
in the war in Europe, but in 1944 she accepted a commission 
from the National Gallery of Canada to provide an indelible 

PERSPECTIVES

“In 1943 the war art program was reactivated as a consequence 
of the world’s Second Great War. This time, the entire cadre of 
professionals were Canadians ...”

The painting “Women Making Shells” by Mabel May captures what a 
female factory worker described as the “avenues of clanking, grinding, 
clashing machines.” Mabel May was one of four women artists 
commissioned by the Canadian War Memorials Fund to depict female 
munitions workers. After visiting a factory in September 1918, May 
described her experiences as “all desperately interesting.” (beaverbrook 
collection of war art, canadian war museum, 19710261-0389)
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showcase, painting in the muted tones that were characteristic 
of the Group of Seven.

“It is unfair enough to leave out the mothers of soldiers, the 
nurses, the factory girls. What an obvious flaw to neglect also 
the women of the armed services,” she said. 

She began her attachment to the military in Fredericton, where 
she observed the routine activities of the young women who 
joined to serve their country or to escape the drudgery of their 

civilian lives. She then moved to New York City and lived side 
by side, often in poverty, with the hitherto faceless wives and 
mothers of men who had gone off to war and might not return.

Sadly, MacLeod died of cancer in New York in 1949, but 
the prolific 45-year-old left behind more than 1,000 works 
representing a number of areas of the visual arts. More than 100 
oil paintings depict her wartime experience.

Molly Lamb Bobak sketched Private Roy of the Canadian 
Women’s Army Corps on several occasions before she painted the 
black woman’s striking portrait. The young soldier is portrayed, 
arms crossed, head slightly bowed with a resolute visage. In a 
1985 interview, Bobak commented, “The painting has caught her 
at a point in time; she’ll always be young and she’ll always be 
Private Roy to those who see her.”

Molly Lamb was born in Vancouver on February 25, 1922, 
and was raised in an unconventional family. Her mother, Mary 
Williams, had had an affair with Harry Mortimer-Lamb after she 
had been hired as a housekeeper when the man’s wife took 
sick. Sometime after Molly was born, mother and daughter 
moved in with Mortimer-Lamb, his wife and other children. The 
nonconformist arrangement, which was most uncommon for the 
time, seemed to have no ill-effect on Molly as she recalled having 
had a happy childhood.

Molly was a disinterested student who, suffering from poor 
eyesight and having formed a decidedly negative opinion of her 
teachers, left school with poor marks. Mary Williams appreciated 
her daughter’s difficulties and encouraged Molly to study with 
artist Jack Shadbolt at the Vancouver School of Art. This union 
would produce a life-long friendship, and Shadbolt introduced 
her to European artists including Cézanne and Matisse.

In 1942, Bobak enrolled in the Canadian Women’s Army Corps 
(CWAC), in which she served for four years. During this time 
she travelled across Canada, honing her craft. She was the first 
Canadian woman artist to be sent overseas to paint scenes of 
the war effort, especially the work of her fellow CWAC members.

After celebrating Victory in Europe Day (VE-Day) on May 9, 
1945 in London, England, Molly subsequently met her future 
husband and fellow war artist Bruno Bobak.

Following the end of hostilities and her discharge from the 
army, she returned to the Canadian West Coast where she 
engaged in several different jobs to earn a living. After the birth of 
her son, Alex, she devoted most of her time to the boy’s welfare 
and did not do much painting, although she did teach art classes 
at night school. Her life took a different twist when she met 
Jacques Maritain, a French philosopher and Vatican ambassador 

“She was the first Canadian woman artist to be sent overseas 
to paint scenes of the war effort, especially the work of her 
fellow CWAC members.”

PERSPECTIVES

ABOVE:  After winning a prize in the 1944 Canadian Army Art Exhibition, 
Molly Lamb was appointed as an official war artist, a position she 
held from 1945 to 1946. Terry Graff, director and chief curator of the 
Beaverbrook Art Gallery, said: “What stands out in all of her work — 
flowers, interiors, still lifes, community groups — is a love of the beauty of 
the stuff of ordinary life.”

OPPOSITE PAGE:  Dr. Laura Brandon, a war art historian at the 
Canadian War Museum, describes the feeling depicted in Bobak’s “Gas 
Drill” painting: “All [are] looking in different directions; the women appear 
curious but not sure what to do with the masks.” In essence, Molly Lamb 
Bobak was able to capture and translate seemingly simple pictures 
and embed them with deeper meaning. (“gas drill” by molly lamb bobak, 
beaverbrook collection of war art, canadian war museum, 19710261-1603)
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to the United States. Maritain was captivated by her work and 
secured a scholarship, courtesy of the French government, for 
Molly to travel to France.

Several exhibitions of international repute followed and she 
slowly gained financial success with her growing prominence, 
making her one of the first generation of women artists to earn 
a living from her art. Her husband was completely supportive 
of her efforts as an artist, an attitude that was not universally 
accepted 60 years ago.

Molly Lamb-Bobak is recognized for her representation 
of crowds, including her 1962 work, The School Yard, which 
illustrates the organized chaos of children at play. The works she 
produced during WWII have also been appreciated by critics and 
art lovers the world over.

Inge Pataki, of Gallery 78 in Fredericton and a friend of Molly’s, 
said in a telephone interview that “Molly was an open, witty and 
smart woman. She was a true friend of the people.” 

Another friend, Marjory Donaldson, also of Fredericton, knew 
both Molly and her husband Bruno. Legend has it that when the 
couple drove west from Halifax, where they had arrived after living 
in England, they completely passed Fredericton as they had no 
idea how small the town was.

Molly did not describe many of her wartime experiences and 
Marjory says that her friend joined the CWAC immediately upon 
completion of her school studies.

“Men were signing up to join the army and so did Molly. For 
her, it was just the right thing to do,” Donaldson said.

Sadly, Molly Lamb-Bobak died on Saturday, March 1, 2014 

PERSPECTIVES
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in Fredericton, New Brunswick, at the age of 95. Several of her 
paintings were assembled for a special exhibition at the Canadian 
War Museum in March.

Two other artists are considered the first women of Canadian 
sculpture. Florence Wyle and Frances Loring enjoyed a 55-year 
friendship and produced works of art including bronze sculptures 
in their studio, a converted Toronto church school located at 110 
Glenrose Avenue in the Moore Park neighbourhood.

Wyle was born in Trenton, Illinois, on November 24, 1881, and 
was originally a pre-med student. It was at this time she gleaned 
an interest in anatomical perfection. In 1928 she was a founding 
member of the Sculptor’s Society of Canada, and was the first 
woman sculptor granted full membership in the Royal Canadian 
Academy of Arts. 

Included in her pieces is a memorial relief of Nurse Edith Cavell, 
which stands on the grounds of the Toronto General Hospital. 
Cavell was a British nurse who served during the Great War and 
is credited with saving the lives of wounded soldiers from both 
sides of the conflict. She was found guilty of treason by a German 
court martial for assisting the escape of 200 Allied soldiers from 
behind enemy lines. As one of the most brutal acts committed 
during a brutal conflict, Cavell was executed by firing squad on 
October 12, 1915. She was 49.

Not all of Wyle’s subjects were as famous as Nurse Cavell and 
one of her small pieces is reproduced in A Terrible Beauty. Entitled 
Munitions Worker, it depicts a young woman holding what appears 
to be an artillery shell. Her diaphanous clothes suggest femininity 
as do her subtle, graceful limbs; and the nature of the woman’s 
posture, although suggesting shyness, clearly relates that the 
munitions worker is well aware of the importance of her task.

Wyle was also an accomplished poet and published the book 
Poems, which contains verse that verifies her love of nature.

She died in Newmarket, Ontario, on January 14, 1968.
Frances Loring was also born in the United States, in Wardner, 

Idaho, on October 14, 1887. She studied in Europe and at the 
Art Institute of Chicago, where she met her lifelong companion 
and partner, Florence Wyle. She was also a founding member 
of the Sculptor’s Society of Canada and the Royal Canadian 
Academy of Arts. 

Two of her most recognized large works are a sculpture of 
Sir Robert Borden, which stands on Parliament Hill in the Na-
tion’s Capital, and the iconic-like lion sculpture that decades of 
Torontonians passed at the base of the Queen Elizabeth Way 
Monument, which is now located in Gzowski Park.

One of her smaller pieces is presented beside her partner’s in 
A Terrible Beauty. Upon initial review, there appears to be a great 
similarity between Wyle’s Munitions Worker and Loring’s The 
Rod Turner; however, the latter artist has portrayed her woman 
displaying a strident pose reflecting determination and a confident 
can-do attitude, holding the rod as if it was a weapon.

Loring died less than a month after Wyle, also in Newmarket.
Born in St. Petersburg, Russia in 1898, Paraskeva Clark 

(née Plistik) studied before the 1917 revolution at the Imperial 
Academy of Arts. Paraskeva moved to Paris in 1923, where she 
met her husband, Canadian Philip Clark. Eight years later, they 
moved to Toronto. 

Clark served for two years as art editor of Canadian Forum, 
a publication known for its support of left-wing causes and the 
longest running continually published political magazine. During 
its existence (1920– 2000), the culture-based publication featured 
the works of the Group of Seven and Frank Carmichael. In 1936, 
fellow artist Pegi Nicol MacLeod introduced Clark to Dr. Norman 
Bethune. After developing a friendship with Bethune, Clark 
became involved in the Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

During World War II she was appointed by the National Gallery 
of Canada to relate to servicewomen and portray their duties on 
canvas. Always politically engaged, Clark stated: “Those who 
give their lives, their knowledge and their time to social struggle 
have the right to expect great help from the artist. And I cannot 

“The modern era has not been free of conflict and for the first time 
since the Korean War in the early 1950s, Canadian Forces’ men and 
women engaged and were killed in a foreign theatre:  Afghanistan.”

PERSPECTIVES

Toronto’s Queen Elizabeth Way Monument, also known as the Lion 
Monument, was enlivened by sculpture and relief by Frances Loring 
and Florence Wyle. While the latter focused on the relief profile of 
the monument’s monarchs, Loring was behind the lion that gave the 
monument its popular name. In 1974 the monument was carefully 
dismantled, transported and reassembled in 1975 around a newly built 
concrete core in Sir Casimir Gzowski Park on the shores of Humber Bay. 
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imagine a more inspiring 
role than that which the 
artist is asked to play for the 
defence and advancement 
of civilization.”

Her work is owned by 
private col lectors and 
institutions including the 
University of Toronto and 
McGill University. 

Paraskeva Clark lived 
until 1986 and was a mem-
ber of the Royal Canadian 
Academy of Arts. 

The modern era has not 
been free of conflict and 
for the first time since the 

Korean War in the early 1950s, Canadian Forces’ men and women 
engaged and were killed in a foreign theatre:  Afghanistan. 

Gertrude Kearns, 63, has worked both officially and unofficially 
as a Canadian war artist for more than two decades. In 2006, she 
was embedded with Task Force Afghanistan Roto 0.

However, one of her previous works caused conflict. Her 
painting illustrating the torture-death of teenager Shidane Arone 
at the hands of members of the Canadian Airborne Regiment in 
Somalia in 1993 invoked caustic reaction.  

“After seeing my paintings in the Canadian War Museum, a 
local Ottawa policeman, who had been an Airborne member, 
contacted me and berated me for the negative message of my 
works. After three hours of intense discussion over coffee he 
came to the conclusion that the paintings were not anti-military 
but were zeroed in on two individuals. After that, he defended 
the paintings to his peers.”

Such is the nature of conflict, whether it is on the battlefield 
or the home front, and Kearns’ large poster art is on a totally 
different plane from traditional jingoistic recruiting materials of 
wars long past.

In a recent piece, Lieutenant-General Andrew Leslie’s jaw 
resembles hard stone shaped by the brutal stokes of a cold 
chisel. At the top of his head a wave of urban camouflage flows 
above his brow. Is this a halo sent as protection from Ares or 
half a Caesarean laurel? The viewer will decide. The eyes are the 
windows to the warrior and they shout that all victories in war 
are pyrrhic. No zephyrs lick the canvass; instead, we witness the 
maelstroms of conflict in every stroke of Gertrude Kearns’ work. 
She has witnessed the tragedies of armed confrontation and 
translates her passion in revolutionary style that combines the 
stark reality of her subjects in both pictures and words.

In her illustration of Major-General Lewis Mackenzie (above), he 
appears rested, and a near-smile creases his lips. The impression 

is shattered by the words Kearns has recorded on the poster: 
“Keep the peace … or I’ll kill you.” 

Katherine Taylor is another of the modern breed of female war 
artists who have chosen to dedicate part of their lives to painting 
Canadian warriors. Twenty of her paintings are displayed in the 
Military Museums of Calgary (formerly known as The Museum of 
the Regiments) and two are owned by the Canadian War Museum 
in Ottawa where she currently resides. 

Growing up in the Toronto suburb of Scarborough in a working-
class home, she said, “I had no idea what the military was, nor 
did I care.”

That all changed when she married Scott Taylor, who enlisted 
as a private soldier with the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry after graduating from the Ontario College of Art — and 
before the couple began Esprit de Corps in 1988.

“I saw the discipline and as a crazy artist lady I wasn’t that 
logical. The military gave me a box to play in,” she says.

Her exposure to the Canadian Armed Forces also changed the 
focus of her art. “I had learned the classical way of painting and 
drawing,” says Katherine, “but I didn’t have a cause.”

PERSPECTIVES
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EVERYBODY WINS: 
Lame Ducks vs. GOFOS: 
A battle on ice results in a 
victory for the MFRC

4

by Scott Taylor

TRAILING 5:7 WITH less than two 
minutes to play in the game, the Lame 
Ducks’ coaching staff decided to pull their 
goalie and add an extra attacker in a last-
gasp effort to equalize. 

PERSPECTIVES

His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor General 
of Canada, served as referee for the match. Once the captain of Harvard 
University’s varsity hockey team, His Excellency still loves the game.
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This decision was not easy to execute as the majority of the 
Lame Duck players were unfamiliar with the concept of pulling 
a goalie, and the goalie himself did not understand the directive 
to head to the bench.

Part of the problem was also communication as the Lame 
Ducks consist of 19 foreign military attachés representing 13 
different countries. Eventually, Major Tuan Jiang was able to 
translate the coach’s instructions into Mandarin, and Senior 
Colonel Zhu Haitao left his goal crease. 

With the extra skater and a vulnerable empty net, the Lame 
Ducks played an inspired final 120 seconds against a visibly 
weary General Officers and Flag Officers (GOFOs) squad. Despite 
some hair-raising chances at both ends of the ice, the scoreboard 
remained unchanged when the final buzzer sounded. 

Even though most of the 350 fans were predominately Lame 
Duck supporters — family members, ambassadors, and embassy 
staff came to cheer the attachés on — the mood in the stands 
remained elated despite the loss. For most of them, primarily 
being from non-hockey playing nations, the very sight of their 
family member or colleague skating in full equipment is a novel 
experience. 

Add to that the competitive spirit of military men and you have 
the recipe for an entertaining event. To top things off, the game 
was refereed by none other than His Excellency the Right Honour-
able David Johnston, Canada’s 73-year-old Commander-in-Chief. 
Once the captain of Harvard University’s hockey team, Johnston 

is not only still in love with the sport, he is still up to the physical 
challenge of skating during the entire game. In a word: impressive. 

While the GOFOs and the Lame Ducks square off against each 
other a couple of times annually for fun, every second year they 
take things to the next level by making the game a fundraiser. 

Thanks to corporate support from the defence industry and 
brisk ticket sales at the gate, the June 25 charity game raised a 
whopping $26,575. GOFO team captain Chief of Defence Staff 
General Tom Lawson presented the oversized cheque to the 
Military Family Resource Centre — National Capital Region. 

Following the game, fans and players alike attended a VIP 
reception complete with the standard post-hockey refreshments 
of beer and pizza. Not exactly the usual fare served on the Ottawa 
diplomatic circuit, but it was certainly a successful and informal 
networking opportunity for attendees to mingle with ambas-
sadors, general officers, attachés, and defence industry reps. 

COMMANDO CHALLENGE II
On January 15, 2014, the Esprit de Corps Commandos hockey 
squad played the GOFO team for the first time. Hyped as the 
“truth to power” summit game (media vs. military), the “truth” 
prevailed in that contest with a final score of 5:1. Thirsty for 
revenge and fresh off their victory over the Lame Ducks, GOFO 
team captain General Tom Lawson has agreed to a rematch. 

PERSPECTIVES

“To top things off, the game was refereed by none other than 
Governor General His Excellency the Right Honourable David 
Johnston, Canada’s 73-year-old Commander-in-Chief.”

Kneeling, left to right: Major Tuan Jiang, BGen Alex Patch, General Tom Lawson, LCol Christa Oppers-Bauma, Laurie Boschman (NHL ringer), Snr 
Colonel Zhu Haitao, Colonel Serkan Sevim, LCol Raul Martinez, Col Cezary Kiszkowiak, Col Jang Min Choi, LCol Jon Fisher, BGen Derek Joyce. 
Standing, left to right: BGen Rob Mazzolin, Governor General David Johnston, VAdm (ret’d) Denis Rouleau, BGen Mark Matheson, BGen Sean Friday, 
Senators Alumi Rep, MGen Blaise Cathcart, MGen Bob Bertrand, MGen Jay Milne, Capt(N) Christophe Balducchi, Maj Bin Zheng, Senator Alumni Rep, 
BGen Eden Attias, LCol Ralph Heimrich, MGen (ret’d) Steve Noonan, Colonel Todd Brown, Capt(N) Jorge Parga, MGen Chuck Lamarre, BGen Juan 
Medina, WGCDR Russell Page, Cdr Mike O’Sullivan, Capt(N) Kory Benz, Cmdre Scott Bishop, Capt(N) C.J. Cassidy, Darcy Byrtus, Doug Thomas
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1974: LEST WE 
FORGET, PART 1
“Cerebral lacerations by 
projectile” — Remembering 
the grenade explosion at CFB 
Valcartier

4

by Robert Smol

IN 1974 A TOTAL of 41 Canadian Armed 
Forces personnel (including six army cadets) 
were killed while on service overseas and here in 
Canada. Outside of the military community, their 
sacrifices and the ordeal of their families and 
friends went largely unnoticed by the Canadian 
public. In the series 1974: Lest We Forget, 
Robert Smol tells the story of the little-known 
events that plagued the CAF 40 years ago.

PERSPECTIVES

This is a group shot of some of the army cadets from 
10 Platoon who took a break on an armoured personnel 
carrier a few days before the explosion. Six teenaged 
boys were killed and 54 injured in an explosion on 
CFB Valcartier on July 30, 1974; 140 boys survived the 
explosion. Somehow, a live grenade was inadvertently 
placed with a box of dud ammunition. When its pin was 
pulled during a lecture on explosive safety, tragedy 
ensued. (from as you were, goose lane press)
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On a rainy day on July 30, 1974, the lives of 138 members of 
Company D at CFB Valcartier Cadet Camp were to be changed 
forever when, during a safety lecture, a group of regular army 
instructors from the base allowed samples of “dummy” explosives 
to be distributed among the cadets.

Unknown to everyone present was that a live M-61 grenade 
had been negligently placed in the same box as the dummy 
explosives. The inevitable happened when 14-year-old Cadet Eric 
Lloyd ended up pulling the pin on what he was made to believe 
was a fake grenade. 

The resulting explosion, in the crammed makeshift classroom, 
killed Lloyd and five other army cadets. Fifty-four other cadets 
were wounded that day. 

But for the military tasked to train and care for the cadets, it 
seemed that Company D’s 42 per cent casualty rate in one single 
day was not enough to prompt a modicum of care and compassion. 

Painful stories of the survivors, now in their 50s and early 60s, 
describe a systemic effort at cover-up by a military bureaucracy 
determined to deflect responsibility away from itself and trying, 
unsuccessfully, to place blame on the teenaged cadets. 

ROUTINE SAFETY LECTURE
Ironically, what took place in the barracks that afternoon was a 
routine safety lecture — the object of which was to ensure the ca-
dets were aware of the potential dangers posed by any discarded 
explosives they may find on the base. The person conducting the 
lecture was Captain Jean-Claude Giroux, who at the time was the 
officer commanding the Ammunition Section on the base. 

“This course was to tell them not to touch anything,” stated 
Captain Giroux in a Statutory Declaration made to the Sûreté du 
Québec on August 12, 1974 and released under the Access to 
Information Act. “My goal was that they react to the sight of any 
nondescript device.”

Because it was raining that day, the decision was made to 
hold the lecture indoors in the company barracks. “The bunk 
beds had been pushed to one end and we were all sitting down 
cross-legged,” says Colin Caldwell, who was among the 138 
cadets crammed into the makeshift classroom. 

As Captain Giroux and his assistant, Private Claude Pelletier, 
were conducting the lecture they allowed the boys to handle 
some “dummy” explosives that they brought along with them 
as illustrations.

“The regular force instructors were there to show everyone 
what not to do if you see any of these explosives — that they 
should not touch them because this is what they do and they are 
all dangerous,” says former cadet instructor Paul Wheeler, who 
currently works as a culinary arts instructor in Saskatchewan. 
“But they said you could play with these samples that they had 
because they were dummies.”

What had not come to the attention of the base instructors 
was the fact that a live M-61 grenade was among their display 
dummy explosives, which they were allowing the cadets to look 
at and handle. 

Released under Access to Information, a confidential message 
dated August 2, 1974 from the Base Security Officer to National 
Defence headquarters states: “Interviews conducted yesterday tend 
to indicate that the instructor may have had in his hand a green 
grenade at one time. The cadets interviewed also indicated that the 
green grenade was passed around the classroom. They do not recall 
seeing the instructor checking to see if the grenades were safe.” 

SMOKE, STILLNESS AND SCREAMING
Fifteen-year-old Peter Van Kampen was sitting behind Eric Lloyd 
when he pulled the pin on the grenade he was handling between 
his legs on the floor. 

“I just saw black smoke and a ringing in my ears and chaos. 
After that I could just hear people screaming and yelling. I got up 
and turned around, and as I was running there was a young man 
lying on the floor so I grabbed him and dragged him out the door. 
It was such a loud bang you didn’t hear it,” recalls Colin Caldwell. 
“What I recall was the incredibly loud ringing in my ear and the 
room filled with smoke and cinder. People were fleeing the room 
and I got up and was being pushed from behind.”

While staggering for the exit with the other cadets, Caldwell 
recalled seeing Eric Lloyd on the floor “still somewhat moving.”

PERSPECTIVES

“What had not come to the attention of the base instructors was the fact 
that a live M-61 grenade was among their display dummy explosives ...”

ABOVE RIGHT:  Taking a break on the firing range during the ill-fated 
summer camp, (from left to right) Gerry Fostaty, Bahadur Banzal, and Aleth 
Bruce strike a pose for a photo. As a lower-level instructor at the camp, then 
18-year-old Fostaty’s job was to get 40 or so cadets in order and assist in 
training and maintaining discipline. (from as you were, goose lane editions)
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ians of freedom and equality, values dear 
to Canada.” 

CANADIAN SOLDIER FINALLY  
LAID TO REST 
AFTER 72 YEARS, a war hero has 

finally been put to rest. On July 9, Flight 
Sergeant John Joseph Carey, a casualty 
of the Second World War, was laid to rest 
with full military honours at Rheinberg War 
Cemetery in Germany. Surrounded by 
family, members of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, Canadian and European dignitaries, 
and the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, Carey’s story was finally 
given some closure.

Carey was a front air gunner for the 
Royal Air Force Halifax bomber BB214, 
which was shot down over Germany in 
August 1942, and crashed in Laacher See 
(also known as Laach Lake). There were 
seven men on the crew and only three 
survived the crash. The remains of only 
two of those killed were recovered for 
burial shortly after the crash. The seventh 
could not be found.

In 2008, a team of German explosive 
disposal divers conducted a series of 
dives on the site and recovered human 

remains. Through DNA samples received 
from Carey’s brother, Ken Carey, they were 
able to confirm the identity of the remains. 
Ken Carey was the youngest of John’s 
brothers, three in total, and was 90 years 
old at the time. He died shortly after learn-
ing his brother’s body had been found.

“I hope today will give Flight Sergeant 
Carey’s family a sense of closure,” said 
Julian Fantino, minister of Veterans Affairs. 
It has been reported that Carey’s father 
wrote letters to Ottawa for 10 years after 
learning of the plane crash via telegraph. 
He urged the government to recover the 
plane so Carey’s family could be sure he 
didn’t survive the crash. 

“We are finally able to pay tribute to 
this Canadian hero who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for this country and demonstrate 
to his family that this sacrifice will not be 
forgotten,” said Rob Nicholson, minister of 
National Defence. “It pleases me to know 
that Flight Sergeant Carey will be laid to 
rest with the dignity and respect he so 
greatly deserves.” 

RECOGNITION FINALLY ACHIEVED 
FOR CURRIE
MANY MOONS AGO, Esprit de Corps 

published a feature on the Currie Project 
(Volume 19 Issue 11, December 2012) 
— a movement aimed at erecting a 
monument of Sir Arthur William Currie in 
his hometown of Strathroy, Ontario. This 
month, we are happy to announce the 
larger-than-life-sized, bronze sculpture will 
be unveiled on August 4 at 12:30 p.m. The 
ceremony will take place at 34 Frank Street 
in Strathroy, Ontario. The sculpture, carved 
by Canadian sculptor Adrienne Alison, is 
of Currie standing, holding binoculars in 
the process of bringing them to his eyes. 
The stance is “a metaphor for his superb 

ROYAL 22e REGIMENT MAKING 
HISTORY IN LONDON
FOR THE FIRST time in 70 years, a 

contingent of the Royal 22e Regiment is 
standing guard at Buckingham Palace. In 
the Changing of the Guard ceremony that 
took place from July 14 to 19, the regiment 
took over the post in front of about 12,000 
spectators.

The Royal 22e Regiment first performed 
this task in 1940 and made history by 
being the first non-British regiment to give 
commands to the King’s Guard Sentinels. 
It was also the first time the Sentinels were 
given orders in French. 

Most of the participants this year were 
veterans from Afghanistan. This trip is 
part of commemorative activities of the 
regiment to highlight their history and the 
military history of Canada. During their 
trip, the regiment also visited the sites 
of Passchendaele and Ypres in Belgium, 
and the Champs Élysées and Vimy Ridge 
in France. 

“Members of the Royal 22e Regiment 
do Canadians proud, whenever and 
wherever they are called upon to serve,” 
said Commander of the Canadian Army 
LGen Hainse. “They are the faithful guard-

Van Doos Make History, Hero  
Laid to Rest, Last Chinook Delivered

IN THE NEWS

HITS AND MISSES4

Master Corporal Marc-André 
Paulhus of 2nd Battalion, 

Royal 22e Regiment, stands 
at attention for the final 

validation during the parade 
at Combermere Barracks in 
Windsor, United Kingdom. 
The regiment participated 

in the Changing of the 
Guard Ceremony as a part 

of honouring the regiment’s 
centennial anniversary. (cpl 

donald heroux, combat camera) 

by Megan Brush
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ability to carefully evaluate situations and 
make informed decisions,” sculptor Alison 
is quoted as saying on the website. 

At the time that we published the 
original article, which was in December 
2012, almost $25,000 had been raised 
for this project. Since then, the project 
has raised a total of $130,000 to get the 
sculpture done. 

The statue will stand at 7’ 4” on an 18” 
raised granite base with an inscription. 
The unveiling ceremony will include a full 
parade with re-enactors, a band, and a 
museum exhibit detailing Currie’s life. For 
more information, visit currieproject.ca. 
It sounds like a fun day for all! 

BOEING COMPLETES DELIVERY 
OF CANADIAN CH-147F CHINOOK 
ON JUNE 30, Boeing and the Royal 

Canadian Air Force celebrated the delivery 
of the 15th and final helicopter. The CH-
147F medium-to-heavy-lift helicopter was 
delivered ahead of schedule, closing out 
the supply portion of a contract which was 
signed in August 2009. The $1.2 billion 
contract was awarded to Boeing to build 
15 helicopters and provide initial support 
and maintenance on the helicopters. 

Boeing will now provide in-service sup-
port for the next 20 years under a separate 
contract. The Canadian CH-147F is a 
multi-mission helicopter with a modern-

ized airframe. Among its many features is 
a long-range fuel system to enable it to fly 
twice as far as its counterparts. 

“The advanced technology in the 
Canadian Chinook will meet the oper-
ational needs of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force well into the future, allowing them to 
move troops and equipment, and provide 
support to humanitarian relief efforts, 
anywhere in the world,” said Steve Parker, 
Boeing vice-president of Cargo Helicopters 
& H-47 program manager in a release. 

The final helicopter joined the RCAF’s 
450 Tactical Helicopter Squadron and will 
be based at CFB Petawawa. 

QUICK HITS: 
•  KRAUSS-MAFFEI WEGMANN (KMW) 

and Nexter Systems have signed a 
Heads of Agreement combining their 
forces under one umbrella. KMW is 
a German company which leads the 
European market for wheeled and 
tracked vehicles. Nexter, a French 
company, supplies various land de-
fence systems to the French forces 
and international market. The target 
date for the alliance is 2015.

•  MME MARIE DESCHAMPS, a former 
Supreme Court judge, will conduct an 
external review on sexual misconduct 
and sexual harassment in the Canadian 
Armed Forces. She is set to review the 
CAF’s current procedures, policies, and 
programs concerning sexual miscon-
duct and harassment. She will also re-
view the training CAF members receive 
and the extent to which incidents are 
reported. The review process is sched-
uled to be completed by spring 2015.  
   “Mme Deschamps will receive our 
full cooperation and will have direct 
access to our members, facilities and 
documents. She will also be available 
to members who wish to contact her 
directly,” said Chief of Defence Staff 
General Tom Lawson in a release on 
the subject. 

MARITIME SECURITIES 
CHALLENGE

NEW AD COMING

After a long campaign, the Currie 
Project is finally about to unveil 
a seven-foot-tall statue of Currie 

(pictured above) outside the Strathroy 
Museum. (city of vancouver archives) 
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www.thememoryproject.com

Keeping his 
memories alive

I HAD AN OLDER brother that went to join and they 
wouldn’t take him. But if he’d got in, it’s possible that I 
would not have gone, because my dad was a man with 
no fingers and he was farming three quarter-sections of 
land. Somebody would have had to 
stay home and help him, and it would 
probably have been me. So having 
had that experience, I never criticized 
anybody that didn’t go until I knew 
why they didn’t go. I could have got an 
agricultural deferment in five minutes. 
And don’t ask me why I went because 
that question is not answerable. It 
really isn’t. To say I was patriotic ... 
Hell, I didn’t even know how to spell 
the word at that time.

I guess to some extent, I feel we 
were conscripted by our conscience. 
Jack and Joe were going, you know, 
and maybe I’d better go, too. And 
there were those that hadn’t had a 
decent job throughout the Depres-
sion, and it was an opportunity to get 
a bit of money and a place to sleep 

and eat. And after a while, it grew. And we were all caught 
up in something that was much bigger than we were.

I had a kind of a unique career. I joined here in Calgary 
in 1940, went over in 1941, was in Dieppe in 1942. And 

after that, I was made a sergeant in 
the spring of 1943. I was called in and 
told that I was to apply for an officer’s 
commission, which I did and was ac-
cepted. One of the only ones who had 
ever done it with a Grade 8 education. 
I never went to high school.

I was at Dieppe and I, well, we never 
landed — we were manning anti-air-
craft guns. But on the approach to the 
beach, there was a piece of shrapnel 
that took the top of a man’s head off, 
a piece of his skull as big around as 
that glass. If I live to be 200, I’ll always 
be able to see that laying there on the 
bottom of that landing craft.

We actually got to shore and un-
loaded a platoon of infantry, three 
tanks, and a bulldozer. I was a member 
of a special outfit, what they called a 

AMOS WILKINS
THE CALGARY HIGHLANDERS 

SECOND WORLD WAR

DURING WORLD WAR II, Amos Wilkins (1918-2011) left the family farm in Alberta to join 
the Canadian Army in 1940. He served with The Calgary Highlanders infantry regiment 
and was among the mortar platoon personnel assigned to the disastrous Dieppe Raid 
on August 19, 1942. He was commissioned as an officer in 1943 and later wounded at 
Woensdrecht, Holland in October 1944. Below is an edited excerpt of his story, which is 
also available on The Memory Project website (www.thememoryproject.com).
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Amos Wilkins on the day of his 
commission to the rank of lieutenant in 

The Calgary Highlanders, August 14, 1943.
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“... on the approach to the beach, there was a piece of shrapnel that 
took the top of a man’s head off, a piece of his skull as big around 
as that glass. If I live to be 200, I’ll always be able to see that laying 
there on the bottom of that landing craft.”

three-inch mortar platoon. And we were supposed to go 
in after them — if there was a beachhead established. 
But what happened is, we couldn’t get in. The navy boys, 
manning the anti-aircraft guns, they were all down and 
our officer decided that we should maybe go up and see 
what we could do. So some of us did. And we manned 
the anti-aircraft guns.

Two of our sergeants shot down a German plane. But 
we were right there, and we were in and out of the beach 
several times packing up the wounded. It was, I guess, 
scary, but I was fortunate in a way. I was a corporal at the 
time and I’ve always thought that, to have responsibility 
in a case like that, is not a bad thing, because it takes you 
out of yourself. You have other people and other things 

The Memory Project Archive is creating an 
unprecedented record of Canada’s participation 

in the Second World War and Korean War as seen 
through the eyes of thousands of men and women 

who were there. It provides every living veteran with 
the opportunity to preserve their memories through 
recorded interviews and digitized memorabilia. Their 

stories are available, in both official languages, at 
www.thememoryproject.com and  

www.leprojetmemoire.com.

Created in 2001, The Memory Project Speakers 
Bureau is a bilingual educational program designed to 
connect veterans, serving soldiers, and students online 

and in classrooms across the country. The Speakers 
Bureau includes 1,500 volunteers from across Canada 
who visit classrooms and community groups sharing 
their stories. Memory Project speakers represent a 

wide range of conflicts, including the Second World 
War, Korean War, Peacekeeping Operations, and other 
Canadian Forces experiences. To date, these veteran 
and Canadian Forces volunteers have reached more 

than 1.4 million Canadians. For more information, 
to register as a volunteer, or to book a speaker for 
your classroom or community group, please visit 

www.thememoryproject.com/speakers-bureau/ or  
www.leprojetmemoire.com/bureau-des-orateurs/.

The Memory Project Archive and The Memory Project 
Speakers Bureau are initiatives of Historica Canada, 

the largest independent organization dedicated to 
Canadian history, identity and citizenship.

with the support of

OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP IMAGE:  In October 1944, Lieutenant Amos 
Wilkins was wounded while fighting in Holland. Here, he is pictured 
leaning against a Jeep at a hospital in England, November 1944. 

LEFT:  Canadian troops in landing craft prior to the raid on Dieppe. Of 
the 4,963 Canadians who embarked from England for the operation, 
only 2,210 returned, and many of these were wounded. (lac)
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to think about. And I’ve always felt that way all my life, in 
an emergency. If there’s something that you can do for 
somebody else, it takes [over] — you know, the poor guy 
at the back of the end of the line, he doesn’t really know 
what’s going on and he gets pretty nervous. 
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DUNSTERFORCE, 
PART II:
Hurry up and wait
by Bob Gordon

LAST MONTH, we met Lt-Col 
John Weightman Warden as 
he left his position as com-
manding officer of the 102 
Canadian Infantry Battalion to 
join the elusive Dunsterforce — 
a small allied force tasked with 
crossing the Middle East. This 
month, we meet Dunsterforce’s 
commander, General Lionel 
Dunsterville as he arrives in the 
Middle East and makes some 
questionable decisions.  

GENERAL LIONEL DUNSTER-
VILLE, CO of the entire operation (hence the designation, 
‘Dunsterforce’), arrived at Basrah, Iraq, on January 12, 1918, 
the same day the Western Front men convened at the Tower 
of London. Dunsterville is the only man in the world that can 
legitimately claim to have stepped out of the pages of Rudyard 
Kipling. He had attended ‘Westward Ho!’— a boarding school 
for future military officers, along with Kipling. In 1899, Kipling 
published Stalky and Co., a collection of short stories about the 
hijinks of students at an unnamed boarding school. A young 
Lionel Dunsterville provided the basis for the character Stalky, 
the group’s ringleader. 

Dunsterville was commissioned into the British Army — the 
infantry — in 1884, prior to transferring to with the Indian Army 
for service on the Northwestern Frontier and in Waziristan. Dun-
sterville’s First World War service saw him initially posted to India 
where, on Christmas Eve 1917 he was ordered, as he noted in his 
diary, on special service: “A poor Christmas Eve for Daisie [his 
wife]. At Dinner time I got orders to proceed overseas for duty with 
Russian troops — just exactly the job I am fitted for — Thank God 
for that, though it makes the parting with my darling unsurpassed 
wife none the less hard. Whatever happens to her or me we must 
both thank God for 20 years of the most unalloyed and intense 

happiness.” Sentiment with a 
stiff upper lip and Stalky was off.

On January 12, he arrived in 
Basrah and, departing by train 
on the 17, he reached Baghdad 
the next morning. That day, 
January 13, he was promoted to 
Major-General. Confiding in his 
diary that evening he had no il-
lusions regarding the difficulties 
he was about to face: “I have a 
tough job in front of me … in the 
forward journey there is the risk 
of traps by tribesmen, or Ger-
man and Turkish plots…” For 

the first time Dunsterville was informed that his objective, Enzeli, 
a port on the south shore of the Caspian Sea “has been seized 
by some horrid fellows called Jangalis (a very suggestive name) 
who are intensely anti-British and are in the pay of Germans. It 
will have to be plot and counter-plot.” 

Dunsterville was determined to start the dance with a headlong 
advance to Enzeli, regardless of the size of his force but the 
delay of his senior staff — namely, Major Duncan, acting AQMG, 
rendered that impossible. Additionally, Dunsterville was bedridden 
with influenza. Finally, Duncan arrived on the 25. On the morning 
of Sunday, January 27 Dunsterforce left Baghdad, heading north 
to Enzeli. Dunsterville aimed to cross almost 1,500 km of hostile 
territory seizing first Enzeli and then Baku, and establish defensive 
positions west of Baku near Tiflis on the Trans-Caucasian Railway. 
Unbelievably he presumed to undertake this mission with an 
incredibly tiny force. Dunsterforce, at this point, comprised 12 of-
ficers, 2 clerks and 41 drivers. They rode in four Ford touring cars, 
occasionally Dunsterville referred to one of them as an ‘armoured 
car’, and 40 Ford vans. This tiny force had no heavy weapons 
and no air support. Not surprisingly, Dunsterville described the 
exercise as a ‘mad enterprise’ in his memoirs, The Adventures 
of Dunsterforce.
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4

North Staffords on the road to Baku, the town which Dunsterforce was 
tasked with defending during the Great War as it held precious oil fields. 

(imperial war museum)
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“There they sat, inactive, for three months. Small expeditions set 
out for Kermanshah and Kasvin and “the aeroplane arrived all 
right” on March 28.”

WWI: DUNSTERFORCE ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 62

It was also, not surprisingly, 
a failure. Arriving at Enzeli on 
the Caspian Sea on February 
17, Dunsterville learned that 
it was Bolsheviks and their 
Revolutionary Committee, 
not Jangalis that controlled 
the town. He also learned 
they had no beefs with the 
Germans, Austrians or Turks, 
but that they wholeheartedly 
resented and distrusted an 
armed Allied (read, ‘Imperial-
ist’) force in their midst. In his 
diary and again in his memoirs, 
Dunsterville describes slipping 
out of the town and advancing 
in retrograde with the Bolshe-
viks biting at his heels. This seems to be merely Kiplingesque 
hyperbole. The Enzeli Soviet allowed Dunsterville to refuel. It 
would seem then that they were happy to see the British out of 
their hair, period. 

Dunsterforce retreated to Hamadan, arriving on February 25. 
There they sat, inactive, for three months. Small expeditions 
set out for Kermanshah and Kasvin and “the aeroplane arrived 
all right” on March 28. Otherwise, Dunsterville seems to have 
socialized, and enjoyed the hospitality of the McMurrays (an 
American banker and his wife): “What comfort in the nice house 
of the McMurrays — such a sleep and such a rest . . .” In practical 
terms, heavy snow restricted movement for the first few weeks. 
However, Dunsterville’s post-war explanation for his inactivity is 
hardly persuasive, “we needed to take our bearings and see what 
could still be done to thwart the Turk in these regions.” Comfort, 
caution or climate does not explain Dunsterville’s neglect of the 
Canadians. Having arrived in Baghdad on March 28, they received 
no orders for almost two months.

It was a classic case of “hurry up and wait,” and Warden saw 

it coming from the moment 
he arrived. Upon reporting 
to General William Marshall, 
commander in chief of the 
British forces in Mesopotamia, 
he was met with, “Who are 
you and what are you hear 
for, anyway?” Hard-driving 
and hypercritical, Warden was 
not impressed. He noted in his 
diary that, “we are nobody’s 
child. Everyone is wonder-
ing why we came here from 
France … The result is the 
command does not receive 
proper attention.”

Over the next six weeks of 
inactivity impatience inflated 

his unfavorable judgment. He was certain he had gotten the 
worst “cull from the remounts” and “they pushed off the worst 
officers & N.C.O.s.” Rations were often short and transport 
chaotic. Ultimately, Warden savagely confided to his diary, “The 
Indian Administration is surely the place for tired service men. 
This is the convelescent [sic] home for insufficient officialdom of 
the British Army . . . . This G.H.Q. requires to be renovated badly 
from the top down.”

Eventually, in early May, the Canadians began to move 
forward to Hamadan to join Dunsterville and the forces already 
in Hamadan. With the return of warmer weather the campaigning 
season was beginning. Having spent three months “taking his 
bearings,” Dunsterville was finally preparing for action. On May 
14, the first Canadians arrived in Hamadan. However, Warden 
and the main body did not arrive until a month later, in mid-June 
due to problems assembling transport, specifically adequate 
numbers of mules.

HISTORY
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An aerial photograph of Baku, the oil-rich town that Dunsterforce was tasked 
with defending from the Turks during the Allies’ Mesopotamian campaign. 

(city of vancouver archives, cva802-10) 
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with his own and wore them on the left. 
This was obviously wrong. The place for 
“memory” medals is on the right breast, 
if anywhere. Commonsense is needed. 
I doubt if anyone seeing a 14-year-old 
wearing WWII medals would believe that 
they were his own. I would suggest that 
“in memory” medals, when worn, should 
be backed by a purple Memorial Ribbon 
(if awarded) or a plain black ribbon. Many 
veterans, I am sure, would be pleased to 
know that their service and sacrifice are 
remembered by their descendants, and 
that their medals are not just stowed away 
(or worse — sold off).

In 2001, MP Stan Drominsky intro-
duced Bill C-100 to amend the Criminal 
Code section to permit relatives to wear 
deceased veterans’ medals on special 
occasions. It was defeated. Meanwhile, 
on November 11, I am sure that some 
medals awarded to deceased relatives 
will be displayed. I am also sure that no 
charges will be laid.

The next topic disappoints me. Despite 
repeated requests, and support from 
many veterans groups, attempts to obtain 
a “generic” Volunteer Service Medal 
for service members who have passed 
training but have not had the opportunity 
to qualify for another campaign or service 
award have been unsuccessful. That is 
not unusual as fears of “Americanization” 
and a multitude of left-chest ‘fruit salad’ 
have long been with us. What hurts is the 
lack of support from an organization that 
claims — and usually rightly so — to have 
the interests of veterans at heart.

The Defence and Security Committee of 

MEDALS (AGAIN)
My e-mail inbox continues to be replete 
with correspondence on this topic. The 
age-old controversy regarding the wearing 
of deceased kinfolks’ medals still goes 
on. There are two sides to the story. One 
is the definite prohibition, under Section 
419 of the Criminal Code, regarding the 
wearing of medals as well as uniforms 
and other military accoutrements, by other 
than authorized recipients. That is the law. 
However, the spirit of the legislation is 
surely intended to stop “phony” veterans 
from using this practice as an attempt to 
defraud or deceive.

I think that wearing a deceased family 
member’s medals on appropriate occa-
sions is not necessarily a bad thing.

There should be, of course, some con-
ditions. I knew of one recent case where 
a veteran combined his brother’s ribbons 

the Royal Canadian Legion was presented 
with a request to support a Governor 
General’s Volunteer Service Medal for per-
sonnel who completed 365 days of service 
since 1947. The committee rejected the 
idea of a medal for ‘simply serving’. They 
felt that the Canadian Forces decoration 
for 12 years service is enough.

Things have changed since WWII and 
Korea. Recipients of the Volunteer Service 
Medals for those wars knew what they 
were getting into. When a Canadian enlists 
nowadays, he or she knows full well that a 
deployment to one of the many “hot spots” 
is a possibility, and accepts the fact. Surely 
this commitment should be recognized.

I’ve been a Legion member for almost 
40 years. It’s a good organization. But 
one of my gripes is that it’s getting less 
of a veterans’ group as more and more 
non-veterans are joining. Not that there 
is anything wrong with that — many of 
these “associates” work hard for us and 
have our interests at heart. However, the 
introduction of a medal for all veterans 
would enable us to differentiate between 
those who have worn a uniform and the 
others. You’re either a vet or you’re not 
— there’s a difference. I take particular 
exception to the fact that many members 

VETERANS NEWS & VIEWS

THE OLD GUARD 4

Les Peate
is a Korean War 
veteran based in 

Ottawa, and author 
of The War That 

Wasn’t: Canadians 
in Korea

Medals, Remembrance Day,  
NAAFI, and OP MARKET GARDEN 

Charlotte Wood (above) was chosen to 
place a wreath at the tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier at Westminster Abbey on behalf 
of all bereaved mothers of Canada. She, 
like many mothers, lost several sons in 

the Great War. She wore her sons medals 
in addition to her own, the Silver Cross. 

(library and archives canada)
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who have never served in the military sport 
a multitude of right-chest medals that 
would put a WWII veteran to shame (albeit 
no doubt well deserved, however “Joe 
Public” doesn’t know the difference). And 
these are the people who won’t support a 
Volunteer Service Medal!

I recently Googled “Canadian medals 
frequently asked questions” and came 
up with a number of items of interest. It’s 
a good source of information. Here a few 
highlights:
•  Where do I apply to replace lost 

medals? Answer: WWII and Korea, 
Veterans Affairs (1-866-522-2122). 
After 1953, DND (1-877-741-8332).

•  May relatives wear my medals? No
•  Cost to replace medals? Replacement 

is free for vets and their family.
•  Cost for ribbons and mounting bars? 

Free from VAC.
•  Where can I get a WWII discharge 

button? From VAC.
•  How should my medals be mounted? 

Court mounting in uniform.

NO MORE ‘CHAR AND WADS’
After almost a century of service, defence 
cuts in the United Kingdom will result in the 
demise of the Navy, Army and Air Force 
Institutes (the NAAFI). This organization 

provided canteen services and more to 
service personnel deployed at camps, 
airfields and on vessels — in the field and 
just about everywhere. From “tea-vans” 
that followed the troops to the sharp end, 
through camp canteens where many a 
hungry soldier compensated for army 
rations with a supper of “fried egg and 
chips” to family shops and service clubs 
in leave centres, NAAFI was there. The 
NAAFI Dewdrop Inn on the main supply 
route in Korea was popular with Brits and 
allies alike, enjoying a “char and wads” 
(tea and cake) and I’m sure WWII vets 
have many memories of the canteen vans. 
While our troops enjoyed their Tim Hortons 
donuts and coffee in Kandahar, the British 
had their NAAFI tea. The NAAFI motto is 
Servitor Servientum (we serve those who 
serve). They served us well.

OPERATION MARKET GARDEN: 
70 YEARS AGO
The Canadian Airborne Forces Association 
has announced that a commemoration 
event will take place at the USAF Reserve 
Base in Niagara Falls, New York, from 
September 18 – 20, 2015. This will honour 
Saint Michael (the patron saint of airborne 
and paratroops) and also remember the 
Arnhem operation. 

Registration is $40, breakfast $8 
and accommodation in the Niagara 
Lodge is $56 (US, I think). Your name, 
driver’s licence and passport details, 
and date of birth are required. To 
register, call 1-847-931-4184 or e-mail 
airbornewop@aol.com. For more infor-
mation contact robertjanik84@msn.com

FROM VETERANS AFFAIRS
Following is a synopsis from e-mails 
received from Audrey Jacques. (Query: 
Janice, where did you go?)

“The NAAFI Dewdrop Inn on the main 
supply route in Korea was popular with Brits 
and Allies alike, enjoying a “char and wads” 
(tea and cake) ...”

OLD GUARD ... CONT’D ON PAGE 61

VETERANS NEWS & VIEWS

Veteran Allan Tanner, Merchant Navy, 
salutes during the playing of the Last 

Post at a Remembrance Day ceremony 
in Halifax. It is still widely debated as to 
whether Remembrance Day should be a 
national holiday or not. (combat camera)
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  So you think you know your military history?
  Well, think again!

4AT EASE

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of 
our At Ease feature, a collection of military trivia and humour. The 
answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.
Good luck! Your input is welcome! 
Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

TRIVIA AND HUMOUR

1. Captain Robert Lewis (USAAF) 
was “bumped” by his CO who 

took over and renamed his aircraft. 
What was its new name?

2. Which head of state served in 
the XV Army in Burma?

3. After a near-accident, which 
USAF aircraft’s call sign was re-
designated from Air Force 8610?

4. Did the Allies employ triplanes in 
the First World War?

5. Who was the last prisoner held 
in the Tower of London?

6. Which Canadian regiment 
is mounting guard on 

Buckingham Palace this year 
for the second time? (Bonus: 
when was the first time and 

what other Canadian regiment 
has this honour?)

7. Which tank was produced in 
highest numbers in WWII?

8. Place in chronological order:  
(a) U.S. invasion of Grenada  

(b) Russians leave Afghanistan  
(c) Falklands War

9. What feat earned 
Sub-Lieutenant Reginald 

Warneford the Victoria Cross?

10. What is a “Giraffe”?
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SEAPOWER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

PUBLISHER’S LETTER: ON TARGET ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

to the post-Taliban International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) all bought into.

The problem, from the outset, was that 
the Northern Alliance was comprised of 
ruthless warlords, not freedom loving 
democrats. They had originally resisted 
against the Soviet occupation from 1980 
– 1989, often supported by the U.S., but 
always fighting as mujahedeen in support 
of Islamic fundamentalism.

Having supported the U.S. against the 
Taliban, once the democratic process was 
implemented, they simply became elected 
officials. The façade of democracy has 
always been a total sham in Afghanistan as 
these warlords – turned cabinet ministers 
– still maintained their own private armies. 
While their interpretation of the Koran differs 

from that of the Taliban, Afghanistan has 
remained a fundamentalist Islamic State.

One of the lesser-known ironies of 
the campaign in Afghanistan is the fact 
that NATO’s predominantly Christian 
soldiers have been fighting to prop up the 
government of President Hamid Karzai, 

which in turn upholds a law that makes 
it punishable by death for an Afghan to 
convert to Christianity.

Despite the fact that the Taliban were 
deposed in 2001, the overwhelming major-
ity of Afghan women still choose to wear 
a burka on city streets, and the election 
process to replace Karzai as president has 
once again collapsed amidst accusations 
of fraud.

Whatever the result, whoever seizes 
control of the presidency will not matter a 
whit anyway once the Americans withdraw 
their troops. Like Iraq, Afghanistan will 
erupt in another civil war resulting in a 
failed state. You read it here first. 

CALIPHATE ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

Follow us on Twitter @EDC_Mag

Seapower is about a country’s ability to 
use the sea freely for national purposes, 
such as transportation, fishing, or resource 
extraction, while simultaneously protecting 
those activities globally and building the 
capacity to counter actions by potential 
adversaries who may threaten maritime 
activities during times of crisis. 

Canada’s national interests have grown 
significantly in recent years, while the 
resources to manage them have remained 
constant, or have declined. In light of 
economic and geopolitical realities, a 
networked approach to the promotion of 
maritime security will be vital, particularly 

committed against a NATO country, or any 
other country, would constitute an act of 
war by the caliphate. Mosul may not be 
as pleasant a place to govern from after it 
is flattened by the United States Air Force 
in retaliation for a caliphate-sponsored act 
of terrorism.

Enjoy the caliphate while it lasts. Its 
strength is grossly overestimated, it has 
no political legitimacy, and has made too 
many enemies in the Muslim world. 

The question therefore remains: Why 
cancel the CCV program? To this I have 
no answer. But to me, this file is reflective 
of a government continuing to dangerously 
interject itself into the capital prioritization 
accountability of the military.

A properly developed long-term capital 
plan could have better informed Can-
adians, facilitated parliamentarians in 
their challenge function and encouraged 
industry to invest in Canada. Instead, DAG 
2014 keeps Canadians in the dark with 
respect to planned military acquisitions, 
leaves Parliament toothless in its attempt 
to hold the government accountable 
for DND’s defence capital plans, and 
curtails industry’s willingness to undertake 
strategic investments in Canada. 

Just another opportunity squandered 
by the government to improve defence 
procurement in Canada! 

PROCUREMENT ... FROM P. 22

The Army argued that the CCVs, which would 
accompany its Leopard tanks (pictured below) 
into battle, were a priority for future missions.

in the Pacific. In what has been described 
as both the Asian and maritime century, 
Pacific seapower will be an undeniable 
strategic imperative for Canada as we look 
to invest in the stability of our interests 
both at home and abroad. 

The Maritime Security Challenges 2014: 
Pacific Seapower conference — taking 
place in Victoria, BC, from October 6–9, 
2014 — will bring together leaders and 
subject matter experts from across the 
maritime domain to discuss the chal-
lenges and opportunities associated with 
seapower in the Asia–Pacific theatre. 

RIGHT: The jihadist group the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS) declared the 
establishment of a caliphate in Iraq and Syria.

U.S. Special Forces members with Northern 
Alliance fighters, who were given “white hats” 
after they helped us fight the Taliban. (u.s. army) 
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WESTDEF ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31CONTENDERS ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

WAR ARTISTS ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 43

Aerospace Equipment Program Management (DGAEPM), got 
the ball rolling with the breakfast keynote address entitled “The 
Way Forward for Sustainment: Air, Land & Sea.”

This was followed by more army-centric discussions from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott Baker, director of Land Requirements, 
and Colonel Ken Moore from the ADM (Materiel) office at National 
Defence Headquarters. To add even more networking opportunity, 
this year’s event concluded with yet another cocktail party, this 
one set at the Military Museums of Calgary.

The genesis for this final assembly was not only to showcase 
this incredible facility, but to also commemorate 30 years of 
unmanned vehicle technology. This was highlighted by the 
donation to the museum of a Meggitt Training Systems Canada 
unmanned target system.

In addition to the remaining WestDef attendees, the presenta-
tion ceremony drew out Rear Admiral Bill Truelove and a sizeable 
assembly of serving and retired naval personnel from the Calgary 
vicinity. The popularity of the WestDef shows has meant that it 
is now at risk of outgrowing the venue at the Sheraton Cavalier 
Hotel.

Of course, this poses a serious conundrum for the WCDIA 
and WestDef organizers, as it is the personal interaction made 
possible by the relatively small number of participants that 
makes WestDef so successful. The tiny team of organizers also 
deserve full credit for their tireless efforts and western hospitality 
throughout the event.

Deserving of a special shout out is Malcolm Munro of Raytheon 
Canada, who gave the most bizarre introduction of André Fillion 
by listing a host of things he had found on Google that pertained 
to other, completely unrelated André Fillions. Only at WestDef! 

no possible slippage or 
delays (a barb directed at 
the F-35).

Rafale’s Yves Robins 
says the company is open 
to having Canadian indus-
try assemble or produce 
part of the plane in Can-

ada. It has committed to industrial benefits of the full value of 
the contract.

The company also says that the Rafale technology would be 
transferred to Canada without restrictions. This includes source 
codes for the fighter jet’s computer systems, as well as technology 
to modernize the aircraft. The aircraft would carry weapons built to 
NATO standards, the firm noted. The Rafale also has twin-engines.

Yves Pagot, a French-based military analyst, points out that 
during the Mali mission, the Rafale demonstrated another trait 
extremely relevant to Canada: its capability to perform extremely 
long missions. During that conflict, four Rafales flew no less than 
9 hours and 41 minutes over more than 6,000 kilometers before 
bombing their targets, he noted.

EUROFIGHTER TYPOON
The Typhoon’s supporters 
note that its rate of climb is 
superior to the Rafale and 
Super Hornet. It also has 
comparable range.

The Typhoon is a twin-
engine design. It is also 
capable of super cruise, 
the ability to fly supersonic without afterburners.

Eurofighter officials note that it has capability growth beyond 
2030. They also point out that there are more than 700 planes 
on order from seven nations. Like the other companies, they 
promise high value and sustainable jobs for Canada’s defence 
and aerospace industries.

The plane has 240,000 plus hours accumulated flying time 
around the world and is combat proven in Libya. Maximum 
altitude is above 55,000 feet

The Eurofighter consortium says the Typhoon is at the forefront 
of sensor fusion technology and the sensor suite on board the 
jet continues to be upgraded to deliver enhanced detection and 
decision-making.

It carries a variety of weapons; in addition it has been upgraded 
with Paveway IV to provide high levels of operational flexibility.

The Typhoon is not considered a stealth aircraft but its sup-
porters point out that it has a reduced radar cross section, which 
is on par with the Super Hornet.

Like Dassault, the Eurofighter consortium has offered to 
transfer the aircraft technology to Canadian companies. 

As a member of the Canadian Forces Artists Program, the 
organization that was founded by Lord Beaverbrook during the 
Second World War, she was given access to CAF personnel on 
training missions in Germany and also during peacekeeping 
tours in Cyprus in 1990 and Croatia in 1993.  She was provided 
an opportunity to experience the Croatian army engage with its 
enemy Serbian force during Operation MEDAK POCKET, which 
was conducted between September 9–17, 1993. It was during 
this controversial battle, one of the most severe that had been 
fought by the Canadian Armed Forces since the Korean War, that 
Croatians were allegedly involved in serious war crimes against 
local Serbians.

Of her experience she says, “I think that because I was a 
woman, the soldiers didn’t share the horrors of combat, but they 
walked me through the action.”

From the Great War art of Henrietta Mabel May to the modern 
work of Gertrude Kearns and Katherine Taylor, women have 
proven their mettle, alongside their male counterparts, recording 
the sometimes humorous, often tragic and always pithy activities 
of soldiers and civilians engaged in wartime service. 

Women artists have also served and continue to do so. 
TOP LEFT PHOTO:  A Dassault Rafale takes off. (dassault aviation)

ABOVE RIGHT PHOTO:  Eurofighter Typhoons banking. (eurofighter gmbh)
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VALCARTIER 1974 ...  CONT’D FROM PAGE 47

“He was cut open from head to groin.”
Wheeler, who was sitting at the end of the barracks on one 

of the bunk beds recalled, “We just sat there, stunned, as the 
smoke started to clear. There were maybe somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 20 or 30 of the cadets who were obviously 
injured or dead. Then we just went up and started to see what 
we could do to help the ones that were still left in the barracks.”

Among the other cadets still able to provide assistance was Van 
Kampen, who was helping the shocked and wounded out of the 
barrack until he collapsed from the shrapnel wound in his right leg. 

“I had a couple of holes in my leg and I didn’t realize I had 
been wounded.” 

Shortly thereafter cadet staff and base ambulances began ap-
pearing on the scene. Among them was Sergeant Gerry Fostaty, 
an 18-year-old cadet instructor who was working in the orderly 
room down the hall when the explosion happened. 

In his 2011 book As You Were: The Tragedy at Valcartier, Fostaty 
describes walking into the room and seeing “a large black burn 
hole in the floor” and where “blood was splattered and smeared 
all over the walls ... A cadet stood up and went two steps towards 
me. He was shaking violently and his left arm was covered in 
blood. He stopped right in front of me and just blankly started at 
me, so I walked him outside where he could be taken care of.”

Among the cadets killed in the barracks as a result of the 
grenade explosion were:

• Yves Langlois, age 15
• Pierre Leroux, age 14
• Eric Lloyd, age 14
• Othon Mangos, age 14
• Mario Provencher, age 14
• Michael Voisard, age 14

WHY DON’T THEY GET OUT AND HELP?
According to Van Kampen and Fostaty, the reaction of some of 
the medical personnel on base appeared to be less than heroic. 

In his book, Fostaty recalls the indifferent response of one of 
the base ambulances that arrived at the scene of the incident. 

“A green army ambulance drove up over the uneven ground 
and bounced to a stop near us … The medic on the passenger 
side rolled down the window and, over his right shoulder, threw 
two first-aid kits on the ground beside me. He then rolled up the 
window and lit up a cigarette. I remember thinking, ‘Why don’t 
they get out and help?’ There were injured, bleeding, and dying 
people littering the ground all around the ambulance. Did they 
think this was a training exercise?”

Evacuated among the wounded to the base hospital, Van 
Kampen was to wait unattended in a corridor for six hours before 
he was finally operated on. 

“They just dropped us everywhere and anywhere,” he said. 
“The doctors and nurses had no idea what was going on and they 
lost track of us. I think they were shocked themselves.”

The place where Van Kampen was left to wait was directly 
across the makeshift morgue where, whenever the door opened, 
he could see the bodies of the dead cadets. To make matters 
worse for his family, the army mistakenly informed his parents 
that he too was dead. 

By the time the base hospital finally got around to operating 
on Van Kampen’s leg they had run out of anesthetic. In spite of 
the fact that Valcartier is only 25 kilometres from Quebec City and 
its civilian hospitals, the base medical personnel went ahead and 
operated on the teenaged cadet without anesthetic. 

“When they tried to remove some of the shrapnel from my 
knee and around it, they just gave me a piece of wood and told 
me to bite on it,” remembers Van Kampen. 

Meanwhile Caldwell, who was in shock after the incident, was 
provided with an anti-depressant but, in a miscommunication with 
the medical staff, ended up overdosing on his meds. 

“I was supposed to take a quarter tablet four times a day, but 
I was taking four,” he says. “I was in a complete daze for the 
next four days.”

Immediately after the incident the survivors were sequestered 
on the base, denied any counseling, and forbidden to contact 
their parents.

“We were separated from the rest of the camp,” recalls 
Wheeler. “Communications with the outside world were shut off 
and we were not allowed to make phone calls.”

ABOVE RIGHT:  A memorial parade held about 10 days after the 
explosion in CFB Valcartier in 1974. Fostaty writes in his book it was the 
first time they had officially heard who died in the explosion. During the 
ceremony, a bell chimed after each name was read: Yves Langlois, Pierre 
Leroux, Eric Lloyd, Othon Mangos, Mario Provencher, and Michel Voisard. 
(from as you were, goose lane editions)
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“No one came to talk to us about it at all,” says Van Kampen. 
“I just remember they fixed us up, threw us in our room. And all I 
remember is the next day the officers showed up and rummaged 
through our clothing, grabbed our clothing and said, “It’s gone 
— we need it for evidence.” 

INTERROGATION IN THE BUNKER
The military inquiry, organized in the days following the incident, 
has been almost universally described by the surviving cadets 
as more of an “interrogation,” where the intention of the panel of 
senior military officers was to try and assign blame for the incident 
on the cadets. The inquiry was held underground in the nuclear 
fallout shelter on the base. 

“That whole episode of the inquiry was incredibly surreal,” 
recalls Caldwell. “We were taken to basically a door in the ground 
that had a couple of armed guards in front of it. You go through 
an airlock and down below you are seated in front of a table with 
senior officers who are asking you questions that you may or may 
not be able to answer.” 

At the time of the inquiry Van Kampen had already been 
released from the base hospital and was at home with his family 
in Montreal. When the military vehicle showed up to take him 
back to Valcartier, he and his family were told that he would just 
be talking with the other boys.

“The next thing you know, we are at this underground bunker 
and they put us in separate rooms. Then they take us out indi-
vidually and put us in front of a group of officers who are yelling 
at us, trying to get us confused, and telling us that we had done 
it. They wouldn’t listen to a word we said.”

Recalling the aggressively hostile approach of the military 
inquiry, Wheeler believes that “life would have been a lot easier 
for the Department of National Defence if it had been something 
that they could blame on the cadets ... It was just like something 
out of a movie,” he recalls. “You were fired a question from one 
person and before you had a chance to answer you were fired a 
question from another trying to catch you off guard.”

In his book, Fostaty recalled one of the officers at the inquiry 
actually presenting him with a live grenade. “‘What the hell are 
you doing with that in here?’ I said, before thinking. It came out 
of me like a breathy gasp. They pretended not to hear.” 

In the end, the military investigations and coroner’s inquiry 
determined that careless storage procedures on the base resulted 
in live grenades being mixed with dummies. None of the cadets 
were found to be at fault. Instead, the coroner’s inquiry assigned 
responsibility to military authorities for allowing “a climate of 
negligence and carelessness” to exist in the areas responsible 
for the storage and distribution of explosives. On March 11, 1975 
the Quebec District Coroner found Captain Giroux criminally 
responsible for the incident. 

However, Captain Giroux’s subsequent trial before a civilian 
court resulted in a verdict of not guilty on June 21, 1977. He was 
therefore allowed to continue in the Forces and went on to serve 
for many more years thereafter. 

STILL AWAITING COMPENSATION
Forty years later, National Defence refuses to assume any legal 
liability for what happened. To date, only a few of the cadet 
instructors and officers who were part of the Canadian Armed 
Forces Reserves at the time of the incident have been able to 
receive some compensation for their injuries from Veterans 
Affairs Canada. 

Others like Van Kampen are still left to deal with the physical 
and mental scars of their experiences. When he was operated 
on at the base hospital in 1974, not all the shrapnel from the 
grenade was removed. Forty years later, Van Kampen still carries 
fragments from the grenade in his leg. 

“I’ve had x-rays taken and they could still see it in there. And 
when I go through an airport scanner now it always goes off.” 

Not visible to modern technology are the symptoms of post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) that many of the former cadets 
and their families have been coping with since. 

“I went through this phase, which is common with PTSD, 
where you stay in one place until you get triggered and then you 
just run,” recalls Wheeler. 

IN THE MILITARY’S CARE AND CONTROL  
BUT NOT THE MILITARY’S RESPONSIBILITY 

The legal dilemma for the teenaged cadets rests in the argument 
that, though they were under the direct control and supervision 
of the military, they are still not legally members of the Forces. 
As a result, the Canadian Armed Forces does not assume any 
responsibility for injuries occurring while training as cadets. 

It is an argument that Jack Harris, NDP defence critic, disputes. 
“Regardless of any of these legal questions,” says Harris, 

“this government has a moral and political obligation to take 
responsibility for the consequences of what happened to these 
cadets and I don’t think they could hold up a legal barrier to this.”

After months of lobbying from both the survivors and the official 
opposition, in May 2014 the minister of National Defence, Rob 
Nicholson, announced that he had authorized the ombudsman 
to look into what happened at CFB Valcartier in July 1974. At the 
time of writing, the investigation is still ongoing. 

An army cadet checks into the D Company orderly room on his first day. 
Facing the cadet (from left to right) are Paul Wheeler, George Fostaty, 
Gary Katzko and Yvan Fullum. (from as you were, goose lane press)
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•  Minister Fantino announced a partnership with the organization 
Veterans Emergency Transition Service (VETS Canada), which 
sees serving and retired military and RCMP veterans provide 
assistance and reach out to veterans who are homeless or 
otherwise at risk. Fantino also reported that 200 employers are 
willing to give preference hiring to vets. Although the beefed-up 
New Veterans Charter conditions provide for an eligibility of up 
to $10,000 monthly for seriously disabled veterans, only four 
of Canada’s veterans would actually qualify for this amount, 
according to VAC statistics.

•  Disabled veterans wishing to apply for priority hiring in the 
Public Service (PS) should contact 1-800-883-6094. Surpris-
ingly, when I applied for a PS position in 1970, the application 
form still had a check-off box “Are you a veteran?” I doubt if 
it made any difference.

•  Did they hear me? Two new appointees to the Veterans 
Review and Appeal Board are veterans of the Canadian Navy 
and RCMP respectively. Thomas Jarmyn, who is also deputy 
chairman, is a 12-year naval veteran and Serge Martel served 
25 years with the RCMP. Twelve of the 23 Board members now 
have military, police or medical experience and eight of the 
last nine new members are veterans. Lest cries of joy ring out 
from claimants, I should point out that during my stint with KVA 
Canada, most of the complaints of ‘harsh treatment’ came 
from veterans who appeared before a Korea vet!

•  Congratulations and a “Well done!” to four PEI recipients of 
the Minister of Veterans Affairs Awards. They are Byron Clow, 
Margaret MacKinnon, William Minnis and Darrach Murray.

ODDS AND ENDS
•  60,000 prisoners held with no shelter, no facilities and a 

700-calorie-a-day diet! Who committed this atrocity? Not 
the Germans or Japanese, but the Allies under General 
Eisenhower. Apparently, those who surrendered after the 
war ended were not considered POWs and had no Geneva 
Convention rights. Those who surrendered in Denmark 
‘helped’ their captors clear minefields by walking arm-in-arm 
across suspect areas.

•  Happy Anniversary! Camp Valcartier, now the home of the 
5e Groupe-brigade méchanisé du Canada, celebrates its 
centennial this year.

•  A private Member’s Bill calls for the recognition of Remem-
brance Day as a national statutory holiday. All provinces 
and territories mark November 11 as a paid general holiday 
except for Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba and Nova Scotia. I have 
mixed feelings on this issue. Certainly, all Canadians should 
be given the opportunity to honour our Fallen on this special 
day. However, I was in the Public Service and found that more 
employees used it as opportunity to do their Christmas shop-
ping than I saw at the Cenotaph. One individual, who came 
to Canada as a U.S. draft-dodger, enjoyed a day of leisure, 
while a wounded and decorated veteran who worked for a 
private company was begrudgingly allowed to stop work for 
two minutes at eleven o’clock. Your ideas, please.

MEMORY PROJECT ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 51

And that’s been a philosophy of mine, all my life.
I don’t believe that there are any real rules for war. War is a 

battle for existence. It’s not a prize fight. It’s not a hockey game. 
There are no real rules. I realize that, like people your age (young 
Canadians), you didn’t experience it. 

We do not here trumpet our victories like they do in some 
countries. We’ve just kind of allowed it to fade away. I see it in the 
Royal Canadian Legion and you know, we’re gradually running out 
of members because young people don’t find it all that fulfilling 
to join the Legion — too many other things to do. And that is not 
a bad thing. I’m happy that my children grew up not having to 
worry about going to war. And I hope my grandchildren and my 
great grandchildren — but no, it’s a hard question to answer. But 
it was something I guess that had to be done. 

•  I like one idea from MP Don 
Harris, who suggests that 
only November 11 be a 
national holiday. Although 
he is a member of the NDP, 
his union friends will not be 
happy. His motion includes 
the provision that if Novem-
ber 11th falls on a Saturday 
or Sunday, the preceding or 
following day will NOT be a 
paid holiday! 

Although he thought he’d stay and help his father with the farm, Amos 
Wilkins instead joined The Calgary Highlanders and went to war. Wilkins 
(right) poses with another officer at Currie Barracks, Calgary, 1943.

VAC commendation recipients in PEI.
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WWI: DUNSTERFORCE ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 53

Warden finally met Dunsterville on June 21. On the eve of the 
solstice they dined together at the fashionably late hour of 10 p.m. 
Despite his miserable opinion of the Indian Army Warden’s initial 
impression of Dunsterville was overwhelmingly positive, “He is 
a genial old soul. I think I shall like him very much.” Dunsterville 
could only have been underwhelmed by the meeting as it merited 
no mention in his diary or his post-war memoir.

Critics of Dunsterville argue he could hardly claim to have 
“gotten his bearings” over the previous three months. It might 
be more accurate to say that he lost his marbles. His plan, such 
as it was, seems to have been to have no plan. The summer was 
to be full of action for all the elements of Dunsterforce, including 
the Canadians. However, it was to consist of a confused series of 
small, detached actions throughout the area of operations guided 
by neither rhyme nor reason. Dunsterville’s supporters assert 
that he was simply applying the stratagems that he had learned 
in India. The rhyme and reason were both simple. Reward allies, 
intimidate fence-sitters (or bribe them), only fight when necessary, 
and use local surrogates whenever possible. 

NEXT MONTH: Dunsterforce finally goes into action. The idea 
of reaching Baku has been abandoned but small unit actions 
continue throughout the summer. Amidst the confusion Warden’s 
opinion of Dunsterville takes a turn for the worse.

EVERYBODY WINS ...  CONT’D FROM PAGE 45

Answers to the trivia questions on page 56:  
1) Colonel Paul Tibbets renamed the “Indianapolis” for 
his mother, Enola Gay. Lewis flew on the Hiroshima 
mission as co-pilot. The B-29 bomber was less than 
two months off the assembly line.  2) Uganda’s Idi Amin.  
3) Following confusion between flight AF 8610 and 
Eastern Airlines Flight 8610 in 1953, the Presidential 
Constellation was designated Air Force One, and the 
call sign remains in use.  4) Yes! Canadian Raymond 
Collishaw’s “Black Flight,” for example, achieved a fine 
combat record in Sopwith Triplanes.  5) Rudolph Hess, 
who was also the last war criminal held in Spandau 
Prison.  6) The Royal 22nd Regiment. They mounted 
guard in 1940, as did the RCR, who repeated the duty 
in 1960.  7) The Sherman tank, with 49,000 units. The 
USSR produced the next highest total: 40,000 T34/76 
tanks.  8)  (c) Falklands War in 1982; (a) U.S. invasion of 
Grenada in 1983; (b) Russia abandoning Afghanistan 
in 1988.  9) Warneford was the first airman to destroy a 
Zeppelin from an aircraft.  10) A Giraffe was a standard 
Bedford QL truck with the control cabin elevated to the 
level of a double-deck bus. This would be used for D-Day 
landings if needed — DUKWs did the job! (Thanks Dave) 

For those readers in the Ottawa area, the Commando Chal-
lenge II will take place at the Ottawa University Arena Rink 
One on Thursday, September 18, between 14:00 – 16:00 hrs. 
Admission is limited so reserve your tickets ASAP. All proceeds 
will be given to the Military Family Resource Centre — National 
Capital Region and Canada Army Run charities (Soldier On and 
Military Families Fund). 

For more information or to purchase tickets, email 
tickets@espritdecorps.ca or call the Esprit de Corps office 
at 613-725-5060. 

The game between the Lame Ducks (the defence attaches) and the 
General Officers & Flag Officers (the GOFOs) team had everyone smiling 
afterwards, especially Chief of Defence Staff General Tom Lawson.

John Weightman Warden (marked “Daddy” in the photo), who moved 
from his commanding position to join Dunsterforce, is pictured with other 
members of his aerial course in December 1917. A natural-born soldier, 
Warden was a beloved leader and his first impression of Dunsterville was 
a positive one. (city of vancouver archives, cva802-52) 
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