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IF THERE IS ONE common thread emer-
ging from the current crisis in the Crimea, 
it is the revelation of the West’s collective 
ignorance of the region. This can, in part, 
be explained by our education system 
teaching us the British imperial version of 
history, and the fact that from 1918 until 
1991, our geography class maps showed 
only one vast red region collectively 
labelled the Soviet Union. 

As such, we were taught that the capital 
of this federation was Moscow and that, 
as communists, they were our Cold War 
enemies. Few, other than scholars of 
Russian studies, would have understood 
the deeply rooted historical ethnic, cultural 
and religious divisions that existed within 
the various Soviet republics. 

It was only following the Soviet Union’s 
economic collapse and dissolution that 
long-suppressed factional animosity 
bubbled to the surface. As the various Re-
publics declared themselves independent 
in 1991, it quickly became evident that the 
former Soviet administrative boundaries 
did not exactly conform to the ethnic 
composition of the region.

This, in turn, led to a number of ter-
ritories declaring themselves independent 
from the new republics. Within the bound-
aries of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the 
largely Armenian population in Nagorno-
Karabakh declared themselves as an 
independent state.

Following Georgia’s declaration of 
independence, ethnic Ossetians and 
Abkhazians each declared their own 
autonomous regions. A similar division 
occurred in the newly created Moldavia, 
wherein the ethnic Russians in the eastern 

portion of the republic declared their own 
autonomous stated called Transnistria. 

In all of these cases the immediate 
result was bloody inter-factional violence 
and widespread ethnic cleansing. As 
these conflicts raged, the western media 
remained focussed on the similarly violent 
breakup of the former Yugoslavia. There-
fore, despite the fact that the civil wars 
raging in these former Soviet republics 
were creating an equal amount of human 
suffering, without the benefit of media 
coverage and analysis, they remained little 
known and even less understood.

By 1994, all of these conflicts had 
become what is termed “frozen conflicts.” 
Ceasefires were declared, but no actual 
peace agreements were brokered. More 
importantly, not a single nation formally 
recognized any of the breakaway territor-
ies. 

That changed dramatically in August 
2008, when Georgian troops attempted 
to forcibly reclaim the region of South 
Ossetia. At the height of this crisis, Russia 
intervened on behalf of the Ossetians, 
bloodily repulsed the Georgians and then 
officially recognized both Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia.

At the time, most western media 
outlets echoed the political leadership in 
vilifying the Russians and condemning 
their “invasion” of Georgia. Most casual 
observers had no understanding of the 
complexity of this conflict and had no 
idea that ethnic Ossetians are completely 
distinct in their language and culture from 
ethnic Georgians.
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A member of HMCS Toronto gives instructions 
on the radio during a training exercise simulating 
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THE CANADIAN CONTINGENT in Kan-
dahar has long returned to Canada, having 
given up “combat.” Thanks to aggressive 
offensive operations by the Americans, Kan-
dahar is now somewhat clear of Taliban. The 
American mission was to defeat the Taliban; 
the Canadian mission was unfortunately 
scrambled in a combination of reconstruc-
tion, good governance promotion and local 
security, with a view to winning hearts and 
minds? A complete misreading of the Pash-
tun warrior tradition!

Look for a return to emphasis on peace-
keeping or in the more extreme peace-
making, but not combat. “No boots on 

the ground” please we’re peacekeepers, 
although bombing from 20,000 feet as in 
Libya or Serbia seems acceptable to Can-
adians, collateral damage notwithstanding. 
It appears Canada will participate under R2P 
as long as casualties are few. 

How tiresome it was to listen to the 
self-congratulatory murmurings regarding 
Canada’s performance in “combat” in Af-
ghanistan. “Best little army in the world,” 
“punching above our weight,” etc. If Britain 
could deploy 10,000 to Afghanistan and 
are still in theatre in the fight, why did 
Canada skulk away leaving its allies to  
continue “combat?” How telling it is to look at 
casualty figures for 2010 – 2011, compared 
to 2006 – 2009 when real combat took place, 
though wrong-headed use of the LAV III 
resulted in most casualties.

Does the formation of a new regiment, 
the Special Operations Regiment, compen-
sate for the decline in standards in regular 
infantry battalions? Shades of the Airborne 
Regiment here, I sense, as this new regi-
ment formed without permanent culture or 
committed personnel, operates in secret, 
performing tasks that may contravene the 
Geneva Conventions, as do the American 
Special Forces.

An infantry battalion group trained for all 
phases of war will find peacekeeping easy 
,but trained specifically for peacekeeping 
only will find “combat” terrifying. Too sad 
because the legacy of Afghanistan will 
surely be a return to emphasis on risk-
adverse “peacekeeping.” So the army sadly 
becomes a gendarmerie, but the nation will 
be pleased! Canada now talks openly of 
pursuing a more brawny, hard-nosed foreign 

AFGHANISTAN:  MISTAKES WERE 
MADE, BUT WERE LESSONS 

LEARNED?

policy? For a nation that could hardly sustain 
1,000 in a combat role without leaving early, 
that is truly a stretch of the imagination. 

Afghanistan is a “wake-up” call for the 
Army. Canada needs to be equipped and 
trained for combat starting with general 
officers down to section level. Failure of 
mission is no excuse!

Major (ret’d) Arthur Cobham
Kelowna, B.C.

A READER FLIPS OUT
I have been a subscriber for more than 
10 years and I have always enjoyed your 
magazine. I usually read every issue 
cover to cover. I understand that you can’t 
always have an article self-contained and 
you sometimes have to continue the article 
toward the back of the magazine. Lately, 
however, it seems that almost every article is 
continued. It is very annoying for us readers 
that like to read Esprit de Corps from front to 
back. I find I miss reading articles because I 
lose my place in the magazine flipping back 
and forth. Please tell whoever is responsible 
for layout to shape up.

Mark Powell
Coquitlam, B.C. 

DUTCH CITIZENS TEND WAR GRAVES
You were kind enough to print my comments 
on the military cemetery at Oosterbeek in 
Holland (“Letters to the Editor,” Volume 
20, Issue 7). I subscribe to the American 
magazine Reminisce, in which the readers 
write all the articles. Periodically, selected 
articles are re-published in book form and, 
for Christmas, their latest book was The 
Fabulous Forties.

POSTED IN 
Letters to the editor
4

FEEDBACK

By the end of 2014, the Afghan National 
Army will be left to battle the Taliban on 

its own. (scott taylor, esprit de corps)
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T-34s and Shermans, which literally 
swarmed the King Tigers right off the 
battlefield (real historical point). 

Five, it’s low-tech, having less computer 
power than your average smart phone. 
Thus, translates into easy and short main-
tenance and repair times. Fighters are useful 
only in the air; on the ground, they are about 
as useless as your average senator (I’m not 
even talking about ex-media types and guys 
who now run strip joints!).

Six, building it would boost Canadian 
aviation industry, which would be respon-
sible for the airframe, engine and avionics 
development. Since we already designed 
and built it in the 1950s, there won’t be the 
quarter-century long and costly development 
process that all current combat planes need. 

Seven, it’s subsonic, and therefore very 
economical on jet fuel. It’s also so slow that 
nothing can hit it. 

So, forget the F-35, and even the CF-102 
Arrow: rebuild the Canuck! It’s totally …
CAN-CON! And besides, you’ve just got to 
love the name, eh?

Chandar Sundaram

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK
I just read with some interest “Healing the 
Unseen Wounds” [by Scott Taylor in Volume 
21, Issue 3]. It was an insightful piece and 
I especially liked [the article’s] closing. It 
captures the essence of the challenge we all 
face in contending with this very real issue. 
Understanding the context on the shop floor 
is an essential precondition to getting the fix 
right, as you know. Just wanted to pass this 
on. Cheers.

BGen M.N. (Mike) Rouleau
Commander SOFCOM

Opening it, I read a story by a Dutch lady 
in which she tells how the Dutch govern-
ment, after the war, asked the people to 
adopt a soldier’s grave – another of those 
coincidences.

M.C. Edwards
Victoria, B.C.

JUST FOR FUN: LETS JUNK THE F-35 & 
BUILD THE CF-100 CANUCK! 
Former Major General Lewis MacKenzie 
was on the right track a couple of years ago 
when he said the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
aircraft was wrong for Canada. Our country 
doesn’t need a very pricey, high-speed 
,gas-guzzling stealth fighter plane. The only 
people who’ll be happy with it are the speed-
freak fighter jocks, and perhaps jockettes. 

MacKenzie said we should bring back 
the CF-102 Arrow. But he chose the wrong 
plane. We don’t need the CF-102 Arrow 
either. What we need is the CF-100 Canuck. 
Why? I’ll tell you! 

One, it’s a long-range patrol fighter, es-
pecially useful in the North, which, since 
the ice there is melting faster than you can 
say “joint strike fighter,” is rapidly becoming 
a contested area between us and the Rus-
sians, the Americans, the Norwegians, and 
yes, even possibly the Chinese!

Two, it has two crew members because 
two heads are always better than one, espe-
cially on long-range missions where fatigue 
is an important factor. 

Three, it’s way less expensive than the 
F-35, so we won’t have to cut social and 
health care programs or go into debt to pay 
for defence. 

Four, we could build more of them for 
less! For the price of one F-35, we could 
build 2,000 Canucks. Since there’s no way a 
single F-35 can shoot down 2,000 Canucks 
all at once, this is a winning proposition. 
Remember, in World War II the Germans 
built the King Tiger, the best, most techno-
logically sophisticated tank in the world, but 
they only made about 460 of them. On the 
other hand, the Russians and Americans 
made 40,000 cheaper, less sophisticated  

FEEDBACK
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THE NATIONAL SHIPBUILDING 
Procurement Strategy (NSPS) is the 
driving force behind CANSEC 2014 
for exhibitors in the maritime domain.

CANSEC ‘14

by David Pugliese

A look at what could be on the horizon for 
the Royal Canadian Navy of the future

4

F E A T U R E
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F E A T U R E

4

The two main shipyards selected under the NSPS will be front 
and centre, highlighting their capabilities at the country’s premier 
military trade exhibition in Ottawa on May 28–29.

Irving Shipbuilding will construct 21 combat vessels under 
NSPS while Seaspan will build the non-combat vessel work 
package, which includes seven vessels in total for both the Royal 
Canadian Navy (RCN) and Canadian Coast Guard (CCG). 

To prepare for the large contract, Irving’s capabilities are 
being expanded. Last summer Irving announced it had started 
the $300 million modernization of its Halifax yard in preparation 
for the NSPS construction. Contracts for more than half of that 
$300 million have already been awarded, the latest in December 
for work on concrete foundations and dock wall construction 
equipment. Company officials say they hope to start cutting steel 
on the Arctic Offshore Patrol Ships (AOPS) sometime in 2015, 
with delivery of the first vessel in 2018.

Seaspan will also highlight its capabilities at CANSEC 2014, 
noting that it is proceeding on a $200-million upgrade to its North 
Vancouver shipyard.

Canada has selected the German navy’s Berlin-class design 
for its Joint Support Ship (JSS) fleet, which is to be built by 
Seaspan. Construction on the new JSS is expected to begin in 
2016. The company will also be working on the CCG’s Polar-class 
icebreaker.

The Canadian government’s decision to proceed with the 
construction of the JSS first will mean that the arrival of the new 
icebreaker will be somewhat delayed. This vessel, to be called 
CCGS John G. Diefenbaker, will cost around $720 million and 
should be ready by 2022.

While construction of the various ships is important to industry 
and the Royal Canadian Navy, firms see much of the value-added 
work from NSPS to be centred on the equipment and systems 
to be installed on the new fleets.

Irving has teamed with Lockheed Martin Canada for the AOPS, 
while Seaspan is with Thales Canada for all its non-combat 
vessels.

Lockheed Martin always has a significant CANSEC presence 
and this year will not be any different in the naval arena.

The company is still working on the $2.1 billion Halifax-class 
modernization program, which is a mid-life refit of Canada’s 12 
multi-role patrol frigates to ensure that they continue to operate 
effectively as the backbone of the Navy’s fleet. The project, which 
is outside NSPS, includes a new command and control system, a 
new radar capability, a new electronic warfare system, upgraded 
communications and missiles, the company notes.

Lockheed Martin is also the combat systems integrator to 
Irving for AOPS. 

“Our representation at CANSEC 2014 will be heavily dominated 
by NSPS,” explained company spokesman Mike Barton. “We’re 
already under contract with the Arctic Offshore Patrol Vessel with 
Irving and getting closer to cutting steel. And, of course, we’re 
waiting and we’ve been told there is going to be a procurement 
framework for the Canadian Surface Combatant.”

For CANSEC 2014, Rheinmetall Canada is highlighting its 
electro-optical/infrared (EO/IR)-based integrated surveillance 
and targeting system called HEROLD.

Duncan Hills, Rheinmetall Canada’s director of government 
relations, said the system is on the German navy’s Berlin-class 
replenishment ship Bonn, which was recently in Halifax. While 
there, the vessel and its systems were showcased to Royal 
Canadian Navy officers.

Another system, the Multi Ammunition Softkill System (MASS), 
which was also developed by Rheinmetall, is currently undergoing 
sea trials as part of the Halifax-class modernization. 

Thousands of attendees walk the red carpet at CANSEC every year. This year’s 
two-day exhibition, featuring hundreds of companies, will showcase all types of 

products and services aimed at the defence community. (cadsi)

ABOVE RIGHT: Lockheed Martin will once again be exhibiting at 
CANSEC this May 28–29 at Ottawa’s EY Centre. The multinational 
company will likely be featuring products tied to all three services of the 
Canadian Armed Forces. (hyungcheol park, esprit de corps)
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“Now we’re trying to get that throughout the whole Canadian 
Navy on various ships,” Hills added.

MASS is connected to the ship’s sensors and can protect a 
vessel by launching decoys when missiles or other incoming 
weapons are detected.

Saab AB, another key CANSEC 2014 exhibitor, is also on the 
Lockheed Martin team for the Halifax-class frigate moderniza-
tion program. As part of the upgrade, the frigates are receiving 
the Canadian Advanced Command and Control System 
(CanACCS-9LV). Designed by Saab, this system will provide the 
Royal Canadian Navy’s Halifax fleet with advanced capabilities, 
including proven Enhanced Sea Sparrow Missile anti-ship missile 
defence capabilities, according to Saab and Lockheed. 

The two companies have worked together for more than two 
years to ensure the successful integration of Saab’s 9LV system 
with proven and deployed Royal Canadian Navy command and 
control systems.

Saab is also supplying two CEROS 200 fire control systems 
for each Halifax-class ship.

In addition, Saab is offering other products for future RCN 
ships as the firm builds sea missile systems, torpedoes, radars 
as well as underwater exploration, recovery and rescue systems 
including remotely operated underwater vehicles (ROVs) and 
autonomous underwater vehicles (AUVs).

Saab has also promoted its new Trackfire Remote Weapon 
Station (RWS) for naval applications. Instead of working to adapt 
an existing gun system to deal with the challenges of maintaining 
accuracy from a mobile platform, Saab prioritized the stabilizing 
and targeting features of the system, to which a variety of 
weapons can then be added. 

In a naval configuration, Trackfire could provide all classes 
of ships in the RCN with close-in protection against small boat 
attacks. The Trackfire has 360-degree rotation on its stabilized 
mount, and can easily be configured with any of the small arms 

weapons currently in Canadian service. These would include the 
.50 calibre heavy machine gun, the 7.62mm medium machine 
gun, the C-9 5.56mm light machine gun, and even the 40mm 
grenade launcher.

Underwater technology specialist Atlas Elektronik is bringing its 
wide range of capabilities to CANSEC 2014. In September 2012, 
it established its subsidiary Atlas Elektronik Canada in Victoria, 
BC, with the aim of exploring opportunities under the NSPS. The 
Victoria location gives it proximity to Seaspan Shipyards as well 
as CFB Esquimalt.

The firm is “positioned to deliver proven and leading solutions 
in areas such as mine detection and disposal, sonar, command 
and control” in support of the Royal Canadian Navy and NSPS, 
Rick Gerbrecht, the head of Atlas Elektronik Canada, noted. In 
addition, the company can offer Arctic surveillance systems and 
autonomous underwater vehicles.

Ultra Electronics will also exhibit its capabilities at CANSEC 
2014. The firm is seen as a leader in the development of equip-
ment and systems for undersea surveillance and anti-submarine 

F E A T U R E

“In a naval configuration, Trackfire could provide all classes of ships in the 
RCN with close-in protection against small boat attacks.”

ABOVE:  A man in a ghillie suit stops by the Saab booth at CANSEC. 
The Swedish company has been a partner to the Canadian government 
for several decades, providing a range of products and services to the 
Canadian Army and Royal Canadian Navy. The company is involved 
in several naval contracts relating to the upgrade of the Halifax-class 
frigates. (hyuncheol park, esprit de corps)

LEFT:  One of the unmanned underwater vehicles (UUVs) Atlas Elektronik 
has developed is the SeaOtter AUV, which has been specially designed 
for various military and commercial purposes. Among its main tasks are 
mine detection and countermeasures; covert intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance; and rapid environmental assessment. (atlas elektronik)
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warfare and has a lengthy presence in Canada, having been 
established in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, in 1947.

In the past, the company has highlighted its integrated sonar 
suite comprising of a modular multi-static variable depth sonar 
system, hull-mounted sonar, sonobuoy, and torpedo defence. 
Selected by the Royal Australian Navy and the Royal Netherlands 
Navy, the sonar system offers a solution for the Canadian Surface 
Combatant.

In February 2013, Ultra Electronics Maritime Systems Inc. also 
announced it had been awarded a contract to provide services 
for the ongoing maintenance of the Royal Canadian Navy’s 
submarine-towed array sonars. 

The towed array sonars are the main long-range underwater 
sensor for the Victoria-class submarines. Under the contract, the 
firm would be responsible for repairing and refurbishing the towed 
arrays as well as updating obsolete components and technology. 
The contract is worth almost $7 million.

The firm was earlier awarded a $7 million contract for onboard 
degaussing systems for the RCN. Such systems neutralize a ship’s 
magnetic signature to deal with the risk posed by sea mines.

With the recent fire on board HMCS Protecteur, interest should 
be high in 3M Defence’s Novec Fire Protection Fluid 1230. The 
product is the next generation of fire-suppression fluids suitable for 
environments with sophisticated electronic equipment. It offers up 
an effective, non-toxic solution without leaving harmful residues.

F E A T U R E

Novec 1230 is seen as a successor to fire-suppressant halon, 
a product that hasn’t been manufactured since 1994 because it 
contains ozone-depleting ingredients like chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs). Although halon is still being used, its supply is limited, 
meaning that defence, aviation and marine industries will be left 
looking for a suitable replacement.

Another CANSEC 2014 exhibitor, General Dynamics Canada, 
is looking at future projects such as the Canadian Surface 
Combatant. “There’s going to be an ASW (anti-submarine 
warfare) component and we’re going to chase that,” explained 
Kelly Williams, the company’s senior director of strategy and 
government relations. “Some of what we’re doing in the frigates 
now and in airborne signal processing is world class and we’re 
beating everybody. That’s what we’re concentrating on.”

The French shipbuilder DCNS also plans a strong CANSEC 
2014 presence. It is trying to interest Canada in the French 
multi-missions frigate (FREMM) as a design for the proposed 
Canadian Surface Combatant (CSC). One of the FREMM vessels, 
the Aquitaine, visited Halifax last year as part of those efforts.

Then Defence Minister Peter MacKay toured the ship, noting 
he had never seen “such an impressive vessel.”

The FREMM Aquitaine-class can respond to all kinds of threats, 
whether from land, sea, or air, company officials note. With 12 
frigates already on order, DCNS has the largest naval programme 
underway in Europe.

DCNS said the FREMM-class would offer Canada a proven 
off-the-shelf design. “You will benefit from ships for which studies 
and developments have already been paid by the French govern-
ment,” Olivier Casenave-Pere, Canadian director for DCNS, told 
journalists in a previous interview.

Each FREMM is built around a multi-mission core configuration 
on which the client can chose to enhance the capacities in one 
or more domains on purchase and as a function of the budget 
available, the company points out. The modular design and 
growth potential of the FREMM design, as well as the active R&D 
policy of the DCNS, guarantee that FREMM will retain advanced 
performance throughout its entire active life, DCNS officials say.

The Canadian government’s defence policy calls for 15 CSCs 
to be built, the minimum the Royal Canadian Navy has determined 
it needs to meet its duties. The Navy plans to stretch out the 
procurement from 2023 to 2035 to allow for newly developed 
technology to be inserted into ships being built in the later stages 
of the project.

The CSC will consist of two variants: The first will be the area 
air defence and task group command and control variant, which is 
set to replace the Iroquois class, while the second will be a general 
purpose CSC variant designed to replace the Halifax class.

“With the recent fire on board HMCS Protecteur, interest should be 
high in 3M Defence’s Novec Fire Protection Fluid 1230.”

FGS Bonn, a German navy replenishment vessel, arrives at Canadian 
Forces Base Halifax during a port visit in February 2014. The visit of 
the Bonn provided members of the RCN with a first-hand opportunity to 
board, tour and discuss the capabilities of the ship as the Berlin-class 
vessel is the basis for Canada’s Joint Support Ships. As part of the NSPS, 
HMCS Châteaugay and Queenston — replacements for HMCS Protecteur 
and Preserver — will be designed and built by Irving Shipyards. (ls ronnie 
kinnie, formation imaging services, dnd)
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Another CANSEC regular is Babcock Canada Inc., a key 
player in the RCN’s submarine program. The engineering services 
provider notes that it is the prime contractor for the Victoria-class 
in-service support contract, employing over 200 people in Ottawa, 
Victoria, and Halifax. 

Under the Victoria-class submarine in-service support contract, 
the company points out that it provides a wide range of services 
including program and project management, materiel and logistic 
support, systems engineering, configuration management and 
records support, maintenance and extended docking work period 
support, and information and knowledge management.

Gordon Fleming, the firm’s chief operating officer, says that 
HMCS Chicoutimi is just finishing its refit activities and the 
company’s engineering teams are starting to transition into HMCS 
Corner Brook, which will be the next refit project.

But Fleming also points out that Babcock is in the process of 
expanding the areas in which it can offer services in Canada. “We 
have a strong footprint now working on the submarines and we’re 
looking to extend that to other areas of in-service support, the 
surface ships and to the Canadian Coast Guard,” he explained.

In October, Babcock Canada Inc. signed a five-year teaming 
agreement with Chantier Davie Canada Inc. The agreement will 
see the two companies working together on future maritime 

support activities within Canada, exploiting their joint skills.
Davie, the largest and highest capacity shipyard in Canada, will 

contribute shipbuilding and repair facilities and related expertise, 
while Babcock will provide its marine engineering expertise and 
experience in managing federal government contracts as well as 
its group expertise as one of the world’s leading naval solutions 
providers, the two firms point out.

“The partnership we put in place with Chantier Davie has been 
primarily to focus on the Coast Guard work, and that’s moving 
ahead quite nicely,” Fleming said. “We’re in the middle of putting 
in tenders for some of the Coast Guard ships that are coming out 
for refit now. They are also looking in the next several months to 
do a broader set of in-service support for some of their fleet.”

After that, the partners will turn their attention to other NSPS 
projects. “We’re also very interested in the AOPS and Joint 
Support Ship for the in-service support contracts that we expect 
out in a year to 18 months,” Fleming said.

There is also interest in the Canadian Surface Combatant 
(CSC), but first the firms need to demonstrate their capability 
on upcoming NSPS projects to generate the credibility domes-
tically needed to purse the CSC in-service support contract 
downstream. 

“We don’t see the in-service support for CSC coming into play 
for another four or five years, so our focus is to do a really strong 
job on the Coast Guard work and potentially the AOPS and JSS 
work, and that will position us well for CSC,” Fleming explained. 

NEXT MONTH: The final instalment looks to new developments 
in the aeronautical field, and which of these will be on display at 
CANSEC in 2014.

F E A T U R E

“Babcock Canada Inc. signed a five-year teaming agreement with Chantier 
Davie Canada Inc. The agreement will see the two companies working together ...”

HMCS Corner Brook during advanced submarine officer training in the 
vicinity of Nootka Sound on the west coast of Vancouver Island. HMCS 
Corner Brook, which spent 463 days at sea between October 2006 and 
mid-June 2011, will be the next refit project for Babcock. The boat took 
part in various NATO and Canada/U.S. exercises where she received high 
praise for her contribution as a simulated enemy to assist in the training of 
NATO and U.S. surface and air forces. (jacek szymanski, dnd)
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IN ST. LAURENT’S 
SHADOW
Stephen Harper  
and the end of an era

4

F E A T U R E

DENNIS LEE WAS a poet most readily 
associated with the Anglo-Ontarian culture 
and the Toronto of the seventies. He is, like 
his hero George Grant, a kind of radical 
conservative. He took the history of central 
Canada seriously, and his 1968 poem “Civil 
Elegies” lamented “the deft emasculation of 

a country by the Liberal party of Canada.” 
He excoriates Paul Martin Sr., who had been 
named secretary of state for External Affairs 
by Lester Pearson. Previously, Louis St. 
Laurent, who was granted the same position 
by Mackenzie King, had given Pearson the 
same title. 

4

by Eric Leclerc
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F E A T U R EF E A T U R E

4
In Lee’s poem, this was a succession of steps away from 

Canadian sovereignty. Is that the way modern Conservatives view 
the Canadian foreign policy legacy of 20th century Canada? Would 
their distaste for international organizations and multi-stakeholder 
agreements jive with Stephen Harper’s take on the events in 
Crimea? These questions led me to explore the basis of our 
assumptions about the Canadian peacekeeping mythology and to 
look at how the first Canadian cold warrior, St. Laurent, impacted 
our understanding of the new world order in which we live today.

Near the end of his tenure as prime minister, King got into the 
habit of designating St. Laurent acting prime minister while the 
prime minister was in another country. He took St. Laurent to 
San Francisco for the organizing meeting of the United Nations. 
When the war was over and it was time for Canada to step 
downstage, he asked St. Laurent to become secretary of state 
for External Affairs.

In the post-war era, Canada would throw in its lot with the 
United Nations and the anti-communist North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization. St. Laurent was not as pessimistic as King was about 
life in the atomic age. He welcomes the unraveling of various old 
empires. He did not hesitate to make alliances against new ones.

As soon as the war was over, Canada got into big-time Cold 
War politics with the Gouzenko spy affair, and St. Laurent was 
justice minister. Igor Gouzenko was a file clerk at the Soviet 
Embassy who decided to grab a bunch of secret communications 
and make a dash for western freedom. He could not get anyone 
interested. The justice department told him to come back later. 
So did External Affairs. The newspapers were leery of the story. 
The Soviet Union was an ally who had just made great sacrifices 
to stop Hitler. But when Soviet thugs smashed down Gouzenko’s 
apartment door and trashed the place, the Ottawa police got 
involved, and the Canadian government had to listen to what 
Gouzenko had to say.

He had material that seemed to prove the Soviet’s success 
in infiltrating External Affairs, the National Research Council, 
and Parliament itself. The communists were trying to find out 
everything they could about the atomic bomb the Americans 
had dropped on Japan. And during King’s time in office, the 
Canadians were the Americans’ best friends. Ottawa was now full 

“In the post-war era, Canada would throw in its lot with the United 
Nations and the anti-communist North Atlantic Treaty Organization. St. 
Laurent was not as pessimistic as King was about life in the atomic 
age. He welcomes the unraveling of various old empires. He did not 
hesitate to make alliances against new ones.”

ABOVE:  Igor Gouzenko (left), the former Russian code clerk who 
revealed a Soviet spy ring operating in Canada at the end of the Second 
World War, is shown during an interview on April 27, 1954. (the canadian 
press archives)

TOP RIGHT:  Hon. Louis St. Laurent and Rt. Hon. W.L. Mackenzie 
King at the United Nations Conference on International Organization. 
The international conference took place in May 1945 in San Francisco. 
(nicholas morant, national film board, library and archives canada, c-022717)

by Eric Leclerc
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F E A T U R E

“On April 4, the NATO treaty was signed, and it came into effect 
on August 24. The U.S., Great Britain, France, Italy, Denmark, 
Norway, Iceland, Portugal, The Benelux countries, and Canada 
would share Western European security.”

of American reporters and spies. St. Laurent knew that he would 
not be able to hush this affair, and he did not feel that either the 
Civil Code or the common law would do in this case. He was one 
of the first cold warriors.

So the justice minister presided over a secret roundup and 
interrogation of agents and dupes, the main characters in Cold 
War narratives. Civil Servants sat under hard lights and heard 
hard questions, and did not have any lawyers to advise them 
on answers. “Reasons of national security” became a very 
popular phrase. Eventually 14 people would go to jail because 
of Gouzenko’s paperwork.

In the House of Commons the justice minister explained his 
choice in signing the orders that led to the arrests: “We took the 
right course, the courageous course, the only course, to assure 

the safety of our form of government in this country.” This was 
the explanation the world would hear from many government 
spokespersons during the next few decades.

The Liberals won a landslide in 1949 by calming Quebec’s fears 
of international entanglements. St. Laurent was the first Canadian 
prime minister to station armed troops on other continents without 
causing a crisis in Parliament or riots in Quebec streets. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was as much St. 
Laurent’s idea as it was Truman’s or Eisenhower’s. It had been 
introduced at the Couchiching Conference of 1947, and soon 
External Affairs Minister St. Laurent was holding secret talks 
with Americans and British colleagues. St. Laurent’s mission was 
to keep the U.S. from fading into its usual self-preoccupation; 
he knew that France and Britain had been depleted during the 
war, and he took the Soviet advances in Eastern Europe as a 
bad sign. Italy, for instance, had a huge Communist party, and 
there were plenty of communists in France and Austria. Once 
again Canada would act as the linchpin between the two biggest 
English-speaking nations. St. Laurent and his aide, Pearson, 
wanted any treaty to be economic as well as military, at least 
to forbid punishing economic moves by one member against 
another. In fact, when the treaty came to be signed, the “Canadian 
article” was included, but would be ignored while fighter jets 
were exchanged.

In 1948, St. Laurent introduced the idea in the House of Com-
mons. He explained that the universality of the United Nations had 
room for self-defence alliances among some of its members. And 
“our foreign policy today must, therefore, I suggest, be based on 
recognition of the fact that totalitarianism communist aggression 
endangers the freedom and peace of every democratic country, 
including Canada.” Those, too, were words that would be heard 
often during the coming years. On March 28, he introduced 
the NATO bill, and it was passed that day. Three days later 
Newfoundland united with Canada.

On April 4, the NATO treaty was signed, and it came into effect 
on August 24. The U.S., Great Britain, France, Italy, Denmark, 
Norway, Iceland, Portugal, The Benelux countries, and Canada 
would share Western European security. Timing seemed to be 
everything: that year the Soviets exploded their first atomic bomb 
and Mao Tse-tung’s Communists took over China. 

The year 1956 was a notable and disgraceful one for the 
European empires that thought they had survived the Second 
World War. In February, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev made 
his amazing speech denouncing Stalin and his policies. In June, 
Polish citizens were the first eastern-bloc people to riot against 

ABOVE: Canadian Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent (on the left), New 
York Governor Thomas Dewey and Ontario Premier Leslie Frost turn the 
first sod on August 10, 1954, just west of Cornwall, symbolically starting 
work on the St. Lawrence Seaway and Ontario Hydro Power Project. 
(cornwall community museum)
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F E A T U R E

“A week later the UN soldiers, including a Canadian 
contingent, were in place, and Pearson was on his way to 
winning the Nobel Peace Prize.”

their Stalinists, and by the fall had a new revisionist government 
under Wladyslaw Gomulka. But when the Hungarians had their 
‘revolution’, Russian tanks rolled into Budapest and crushed it. 
Western non-communists were both encouraged and worried, 
because the U.S. had tested its first intercontinental ballistic 
missiles earlier in the year. The Warsaw Pact was one year old.

The Cold War was also being waged in the Middle East. The 
U.S. was devoted to its notion of communist containment, and 
had been instrumental in setting up the Baghdad Pact, an alliance 
among Britain, Iraq and Turkey, soon to be joined by Pakistan and 
Persia. This pact was supposed to challenge the Russians to the 
north, but it just upset General Gamal Abdel Nasser, president of 
Egypt, who did not want any Iraqi challenging his leadership of 
the Arab world. He was also in need of weapons to aim at Israel, 
and no one in Western Europe would sell him any. Nasser, like 
a lot of Third World leaders, knew how to play Cold War games. 
He got his weapons from Czechoslovakia, and everyone knew 
who was running the Czech arms business. In exchange for such 
assistance, Nasser recognized Red China. Now the governments 
and newspapers in the west started calling Nasser a communist 
sympathizer, and in the 1950s those words were enough to 
get you into deep trouble. The U.S. and Britain withdrew their 
promises of assistance to build the Aswan High Dam. 

Nasser was not a man to back down, and he knew that he 
could rally the Egyptians, who did not have fond memories of 

Turkish, English, or French rules in Egypt. Nasser had a scar on 
his forehead that had been created by a British rifle butt. He had 
chased the Albanian-rooted royal family and its English protectors 
out of the country, and become the first Egyptian to run Egypt in 
two thousand years. Now on July 26, 1956, he nationalized the 
Suez Canal. He told his countrymen that the canal would pay for 
the Aswan Dam in five years.

Western Europeans were afraid that Nasser would listen to the 
Russians and prevent Persian oil from reaching the Mediterran-
ean. The British and the French got together with the Israelis and 
planned an occupation of the Canal Zone. The Israelis invaded 
Egypt through the Sinai Desert on October 29. Two days later, 
the British and French bombed the Canal Zone and Egyptian 
airfields. Nasser first heard about the invasion while he was at a 
children’s birthday party. St. Laurent first heard about it while his 
cabinet was in session.

The UN General Assembly had approved an international 
military group to enter the Canal Zone and secure a ceasefire. 
Canada would send General E.L.M. Burns to command the UN 
Emergency Force. But the British and French ignored the wishes 
of the UN, and dropped paratroopers. 

British Prime Minister Anthony Eden had been openly hinting 
that he could use some colonial help – if not European based 
warplanes, at least some official words of loyalty. He expected 
at least that from the good old dominion of Canada, but this 
time a prime minister who was unwilling to tow the imperial line 
was running it. The Suez crisis became another step away from 
Canadian and British fidelity. A poll showed that fewer than half 
of Canadians supported the invasion and St. Laurent could not 
risk riots in the streets of Quebec if he threw Canada’s lot in with 
the Franco-British misadventure in the desert.

On November 6, the Americans finally gave their answer. 
Much to the surprise of its European allies, the U.S. demanded 
a ceasefire. With this announcement it became painfully clear 
to Eden that his foreign policy would have to be run out of the 
Bank of England for the time. To avoid a run on the pound and 
economic ruin, he listened.

A week later the UN soldiers, including a Canadian contingent, 
were in place, and Pearson was on his way to winning the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

This was a victory for little countries everywhere. The idea that 
the new world order would respect the contributions of non-super 
powers turned everything around. Of course there was dissent 
— Canadians who would rather be loyal to the ‘mother country’ 

LOUIS ST. LAURENT ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 71

ABOVE:  Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser observing the Nile 
River excursion zone at the construction site of the Aswan High Dam in 
1963. A year later, Nasser and Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev were on 
hand at the ceremony to divert the Nile during the construction of the 
Aswan High Dam on May 14, 1964. On this occasion, Khrushchev called 
it “the eighth wonder of the world.”



 may 2014  espritdecorps  21

ATLAS ELEKTRONIK

NEW AD COMING



22  Volume 21 Issue 4

WHEN YOU SIT down to talk with Billy 
Willbond, expect to be taken on a journey. 
He is a man of many stories and many titles: 
retired soldier, husband, father, grandfather, 
humanitarian, and poet. 

PERSPECTIVES

FROM SOLDIER  
TO SAINT 
The spirit of Santa Claus lives 
on in the embodiment of a 
Canadian veteran

4

by Megan Brush

Billy Willbond (centre), a retired operations sergeant who served with 
the QOR, PPCLI, Airborne Regiment and SSF, celebrated Canada Day 
with fellow veterans and Elizabeth May. As CEO and national president 
of ICROSS Canada, Billy has made a difference in the lives of countless 
children afflicted by HIV and AIDS in Africa.
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Major Murray Campbell Edwards, a Korean War veteran, 
served as Willbond’s commanding officer. Edwards described 
Willbond as a, “first-class soldier. He was one of the very best. 
You can tell from the various appointments he had that he was 
highly regarded and always given very responsible positions,” said 
Edwards. “There is no field that he has been in, that he hasn’t been 
at the top. Whether it’s military, or charity, or in anything else.”

After retiring from the military in 1978, Willbond worked for 
another 23 years as a jail guard and emergency communication 
specialist at the Central Saanich Police Service. 

But his accomplished military service is merely a notch under 
Willbond’s belt. His work with ICROSS Canada has changed 
many lives across the world. 

Willbond looked forward to his retirement from the police 
service. He originally planned to spend his days hunting with a 
friend. “I said that it’s always hunting season somewhere. My 
friend and I were going to hunt buffalo in Montana and go hunting 
elsewhere. He was very excited about that.”

But a visit to the Congo quickly changed Willbond’s plans. He 
and his wife, Lynne, went to lay wreaths on the graves of Canadian 
peacekeepers and unexpectedly saw the terrible state in which 
so many African children live. All around them, orphans were sick 
with HIV/AIDS, starving just to later die in makeshift hospitals. 

“But his accomplished military service is merely a notch under 
Willbond’s belt. His work with ICROSS Canada has changed many lives 
across the world.”

PERSPECTIVES

With each title comes many tales, each one somehow more 
fascinating than the last. You are instantly captivated not wanting 
to miss a word. Not only will you learn so much from a man who 
has seen and done it all, but you will see this man for the hero 
that he is. 

Donald Ethell, the current Lieutenant Governor of Alberta, 
called Willbond “A grand gentleman and great humanitarian and 
a hero to so many.” They served together in the military and later 
on, Ethell helped Willbond with his charity - ICROSS Canada 
(or the International Community for the Relief of Starvation and 
Suffering). Ethell was incredibly quick to sing Willbond’s praises. 
“He is the greatest humanitarian in Canada. That is Billy Willbond,” 
Ethell said. 

Willbond was born in Ottawa on September 28, 1941, while 
his father was fighting in the Second World War. He was raised 
on a farm in the Gatineau Hills. He grew up in a Catholic family 
with nine children and a deep history of military service. 

His great-grandfather served in the 60th Rifles, his grandfather 
was in the Royal Irish Rifles, and his father was in the Governor 
General’s Foot Guards. On November 14, 1958, Willbond became 
the fourth-generation rifleman of his family when he joined the 
Queen’s Own Rifles.

One thing to know about Willbond, according to fellow-poet, 
veteran, and friend Les Peate, he is very proud to have served 
Canada in the military. “He’s got a sense of pride in the fact that he 
was in the airborne. He’s very proud of his regiment,” said Peate. 

The history of his military service is long, illustrating a dedicated 
soldier eager to learn and try new things. Along with the Queen’s 
Own Rifles, Willbond was operations sergeant for the Airborne 
Regiment. He served with the Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry, or PPCLI, and was operations sergeant for the 
special service force. He served in Calgary, Germany, Victoria, 
and Cyprus. 

“I am very proud to be a soldier. I always wanted to be a 
soldier ever since I was a kid. I swore on the Bible and the flag 
to defend Canada and Queen Elizabeth II, and lived up to that,” 
said Willbond.

ABOVE RIGHT:  Billy and Lynne Willbond first travelled to the Congo 
in 1998 and witnessed first-hand the terrible plight of African children, 
many of them orphans suffering from starvation and the epidemic of HIV/
AIDS. They pledged to make a difference, launching ICROSS Canada 
shortly after their return to Saanichton, BC. Since then, the charitable 
organization has collected and shipped over $1 million worth of medical 
supplies all over the world. 
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“After I saw the AIDS orphans, all kids, four to a crib, covered 
in end-stage HIV ulcers, I sold all my guns and bought medical 
supplies,” he said. 

It is hard to describe the work ICROSS has done without 
praising the charity. It is a not-for-profit registered charity that 
sends medical supplies and various other necessities to the 
neediest parts of the world. It has also been a strong supporter 
of the Izzy Dolls movement. 

Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands Elizabeth May 
said she is proud to have Willbond in her riding. The work that 
ICROSS does, she said, is an inspiration. “ICROSS is so practical 
and it’s all volunteers. They’re putting together container loads 
of things that are desperately needed in developing countries,” 
she said. “They are also bringing joy to the little children who are 
also getting Izzy Dolls.” 

The Izzy Dolls were created by Carol Isfeld, whose son, Master 
Corporal Mark Isfeld, was a peacekeeper in Croatia in the early 
1990s. She began to knit the dolls after he ask her to send 
something for him to hand out to the children. Unfortunately, 
Mark was killed in 1994 by a land mine, but his mother continued 
to knit the dolls. It soon became a nation-wide movement with 
hundreds of women across Canada knitting dolls for suffering 
children worldwide.

The Izzy dolls are used as packing padding for the medical sup-
plies. They are sent out in large shipping containers to countries 
that need it most. 

“So each container probably costs me $10,000 by the time I 
am finished doing what I am doing. I collect dolls from all across 
the country. I usually buy the container and sometimes I buy some 
of the bigger stuff to put into the container,” Willbond said. “For 
instance I bought incubators. I bought a lab-fridge, because that’s 
what the Canadian doctor on the scene asked for.” The money 
comes from generous donations across Canada. 

Willbond supplies items like dressings to put over open 
wounds, antibiotic ointments to heal up the wounds, and Aspirin 
because, he said, a half an Aspirin gives a child a good night’s 
sleep. 

The work Willbond does with ICROSS Canada is the perfect 
example of “a soldier with a heart,” said Peate. “People see 
soldiers as rough and tough and I think he is an example of one 
of the soldiers with a heart. It’s a habit for soldiers to feel empathy 
for the kids in the countries they are serving, whether it is Korea, 
or any other country, and I think Billy is a great example of that.” 

Major-General Lewis MacKenzie is the Patron of ICROSS 
Canada. He said while the organization is modest in size, it is 
unique in some of its techniques. The Feed the Hungry Project 
from ICROSS is a perfect example of the organization’s unique 
method. 

MGen MacKenzie served with Willbond in Cyprus. Willbond 
called MGen MacKenzie shortly after he began ICROSS and 
asked him – more like told him, said MGen MacKenzie, that he 
was going to be involved. “That’s what it’s like with old army 
buddies,” said MGen MacKenzie. 

The Feed the Hungry program took single mothers and their 
children out of the Kiberia Slum in Kenya to the countryside. 
With charitable donations, ICROSS was able to give them land, 
teach them how to grow their own food, raise cattle, and build 
them a place to live. The single mothers would be forced to sell 
themselves to afford food in the slum, but with ICROSS, they 
were taught to be self-sufficient. 

ICROSS also built their children a school and according to 
Willbond, over 40 children attended the school at one point. 

“I had an agricultural course to teach them how to grow beans 
and corn, how to raise animals. They had milk for their kids. When 
they passed the agricultural course, we gave them five acres, and 
so they became self-sufficient. It worked,” said Willbond. Willbond 
had trouble passing the program on to another organization, he 
said, because it was expensive. 

“No one else wanted to take it over to continue it on because 
its expensive and a lot of charities are in the business of making 
money,” he said “I couldn’t get anyone to do it because I am not 
in the business of making money.”

Like a true soldier, Willbond does not see himself as a hero. 
As soon as the word is brought up to him, he hastily denies it, 
immediately recalling the criticism he’s received throughout the 
years. Mostly individuals claiming he is wasting his time and 
money. But Willbond said he needs to help anyway he can.

“If you’ve ever walked into a house full of dying kids, you would 
know what I am talking about,” he said. “Three or four kids to a 
crib with their grandmothers looking after them. Some of them 
get end-stage HIV ulcers, and they all light up like a Christmas 
tree when you give them a little doll. They light right up with the 
biggest smiles.”

Along with being a soldier and a humanitarian, Willbond is also 
famously known as a poet. His prose springs out from whatever 
inspires him at the moment.  His poems are readily available on the 
ICROSS website. One particular poem stands out, “The Haunting 

BILLY & ICROSS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 71

ABOVE: Ed Widenmaier — a retired PPCLI Ranger and former Queen’s 
Own Regiment Rifleman — receives his 10-year CAVUNP service 
pin from ICROSS’s Billy Willbond. Ed is a founder of the Canadian 
Peacekeeping Veterans Association and a member of the Victoria-based 
Mark Isfeld Memorial Chapter of CAVUNP (Canadian Association of 
Veterans in United Nations Peacekeeping). (s. laird)
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Joe Fernandez

BRAVO ZULU TO Scott Taylor for 
asking “was it worth it?” in his article on 
Afghanistan in the April 2014 (Volume 
21 Issue 3) edition. It is courage like 
his that prompted people in Britain and 
America to overwhelmingly say “NO!” to 
the war Cameron, John McCain/Lindsey 
Graham and Obama wanted with Syria 
last summer.

In the same edition, Mr. Nickerson 
overemphasizes the magnitude of General 
Leslie’s off-duty incident. Both Sir Isaac 
Brock and Sir Arthur Currie had money 
issues. Admiral Chester Nimitz was 
once court-martialed for running his ship 
aground, and the late Colonel David Hack-
worth, America’s most decorated living 
soldier during his lifetime, was chastised 
for running a Saigon brothel for his men. 
General Leslie’s courage in openly recom-
mending the abolition of the entire Army 
Groups of rear-echelon commands cre-
ated by Hillier and in opposing Lawson’s 
cancelling of the contract for new armored 
vehicles – an act of selfless bravery that 
went against the traditions and interests 
of his branch, the Artillery – more than 
compensate for one maladroit episode.

Also, given what was revealed about 
the current government’s depredations 
against the military, I fully agree with Mr. 
Smol’s argument that Canadian troops 
deserve more protection from command 
caprices than they currently have. Where I 
part ways is in the details of his argument 
that these protections should come in the 
form of labour unions.

Mr. Smol first cites the fact that 
Canadian municipal and provincial police 
are unionized but have yet to mutiny. This 
is true. However, the unionized Montreal 

Bundeswehr was restricted by law to 
garrison duty in Europe, i.e. not the type 
of operations the Canadian Armed Forces 
are routinely sent on at the behest of the 
UN or Paul Wolfowitz. In his book Combat 
Doctor, Colonel Guy Dauphin said of his 
early service alongside the Bundeswehr 
“Only our West German allies thought 
we had a chance to stop [the Bolshevik 
hordes]. We listened to them, and shook 
our heads in disbelief at their optimism.” 
There is also the 2009 Kunduz Affäre 
wherein Bundeswehr Obsert Georg Klein 
was crucified in the court of public opinion 
for calling down an airstrike that killed 90 
civilians in Afghanistan. By comparison, 
his counterparts in the Wehrmacht and 
Waffen-SS would have simply entered 
“90 partisans destroyed,” closed the 
regimental diary and then moved on to 
the next contestant without being subject 
to media excoriation.

As well, General Dallaire’s Shake Hands 
With The Devil unwittingly provides an 
argument against military unionization. 
General Dallaire describes unionized 
Belgian troops as fraternizing with the 
locals, getting into drunken brawls and 
doing every conceivable manner of thing 
except empty their magazines at the 
enemy. This description stands in stark 
contrast with combat ability and discipline 

Police Service and Sûreté du Québec 
have been inoculated from sympathy 
with radical civilian unions through their 
numerous bloody battles in 2012 with 
the student union CLASSE/ASSÉ, who 
were egged on by Ontario unionist and 

long-time pro-Palestinian activist Sid 
Ryan. The Canadian Armed Forces have 
received no such inoculation and it was 
reported last week that former soldier 
and FTQ union leader Bernard “Rambo” 
Gauthier defected to Pauline Marois’ 
racist, anti-Semitic Parti Québecois. 
As well, then-FTQ leader Henri Massé 
took part, alongside separatist Gilles 
Duceppe, in the infamous August 6, 
2006 pro-Hezbollah march in Montréal, 
which earned the province the sobriquet 
of Québeckistan. We must protect our 
troops against command and political 
depredations, but are we ready to put 
military-grade marksmanship at the 
disposition of civilian union leaders who 
willingly consort with anti-Western forces 
to do so?

Mr. Smol then cites Germany’s 
Bundeswehr as a model of an efficient 
unionized military. The problem with this 
example is that, up until the 1990s, the 

COMMENTARY

Was it WORTH IT? 
Afghanistan, Unions & General Leslie
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WORTH IT? ... CONT’D ON P. 70
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Jack Harris, M.P.

“A GENERAL FAILURE of this govern-
ment is not having it spelled out.” That was 
the conclusion offered by a witness at a 
recent meeting of the National Defence 
Committee on Parliament Hill. The wit-
ness, Ferry de Kerchkhove, a former 
Canadian ambassador and now senior 
fellow at the University of Ottawa, was 
referring to Canada’s defence strategy – or 
lack thereof. 

With the Canada First Defence Strategy, 
the Harper Government claims to have a 
strategic vision for our military in place. 
Released in 2008, the CFDS pledged to 
modernize the Canadian Forces, largely 
through the procurement of military equip-
ment. Helicopters, support ships, fighter 
jets and army vehicles were all promised, 
with a price tag of $490 billion over 20 
years. 

Almost none of this equipment has 
been delivered.

In fact, documents from as early as 
May 2011 reveal that members of the 
Harper cabinet were made well aware 
that the CFDS was unaffordable – and 
therefore impossible to realize. The recent 
postponement of $3.1 billion from the 
National Defence budget, and upwards 
of $500 million in cuts since 2008, only 
serve to confirm the constraints that the 
CFDS is under. 

In addition, the full costs and require-
ments to look after the needs of Canadian 
soldiers returning from Afghanistan have 
not been wholly assessed or addressed. 

Clearly, the fiscal outlook upon which 
the CFDS was based has proved wildly 
optimistic. In his Speech from the Throne 
last year, Prime Minister Harper an-
nounced plans to “reset” the CFDS so as 

a consequence, Canada’s credibility in the 
world has suffered.”

The remedy? 
De Kerchkhove and Petrolekas pre-

scribe a Defence White Paper, an under-
taking New Democrats have called for 
since 2003.   

Unlike other government policy docu-
ments, a White Paper provides the plat-
form for clearly defined policy, while also 
leaving room for evolution by engaging 
with the public on the issue. In Canada, 
White Papers are hardly new; in the 1980s 
and 1990s, federal governments issued 
Defence White Papers to address needs 
in the Cold War and post-Cold War eras. 

Many of Canada’s allies have also 
adopted this approach. Australia, in par-
ticular, recently published a Defence White 
Paper that clearly defines the country’s 
risks, objectives and strategic outlook 
in a shifting international arena. The rise 
of powers like China looms large in the 
Australian document, as does the impact 
of the financial crisis on capabilities. De 
Kerchkhove and Petrolekas uphold it as 
a model for Canada.

Denmark has gone one step further, 
collaborating across party lines to produce 
a multi-party, multi-year defence policy 
agreement. Non-traditional threats such 
as climate change are given thoughtful 

to bring it in line with fiscal realities. We 
are still waiting to learn the outcome of 
this reset. 

More worrying, however, is the fact that 
from the beginning, the CFDS has lacked 
an articulated vision for Canada’s military. 

Apart from the Arctic (where it is generally 
agreed we are facing no military threat), 
potential threats to Canada’s sovereignty 
– rising global powers, cyberwarfare, and 
climate change to name just a few – barely 
receive cursory mentions. In effect, the 
CFDS has proven to be little more than a 
shopping list.

Is it time for the CFDS to be shelved 
altogether?

De Kerchkhove and his colleague 
George Petrolekas, former advisor to 
two chiefs of defence staff, appeared 
at the National Defence Committee to 
discuss the future of Canadian defence 
strategy. Their recently published report, 
The Strategic Outlook for Canada 2014, 
outlines the trends and risks for Canada 
in the post-Afghanistan era. The report 
opens with a scathing rebuke of the cur-
rent government: “the Harper Government 
has not articulated a broad vision for 
Canada on the international stage and, as 
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of Honour.” And heck, let’s have the next-of-
kin of all those military personnel who died 
serving in Afghanistan come to Ottawa to 
pose for pictures (next-of-kin of those who 
killed themselves need not apply).

Like many of the hasty, ill-conceived 
initiatives the Harper Government™ has 
engaged in to look pro-military and patri-
otic, putting form over function, it ended 

in embarrassment. In short, the mandarins 
in Ottawa invited all those who lost a loved 
one in Afghanistan to a big commemorative 
gathering, but only if they paid their own 
way. Apparently having lost a son, daughter, 
husband, wife, sister, brother, mother, or 
father wasn’t payment enough. 

Well hold the presses, or at minimum, 
your iPhone. Rob Nicholson, rumoured 
to be the current Defence minister but 
rarely seen as such, didn’t get the memo. 
Handling crisis control for both his ministry 
and his image, he made a rare public ap-
pearance to set the record straight: forget 
what you’ve heard (or in the case of the 
aforesaid next-of-kin, what you read in old-
fashioned hardcopy), those travel expenses 
will be paid for, details forthcoming. 

Now if it’s anything like the offer made 
to WWII Juno Beach veterans to join Uncle 
Stephen posing solemnly in Normandy 
this June for the 70th anniversary of D-Day 
($2,000 to get a 90-year-old veteran to 

SOME PEOPLE SAY there is no such 
thing as bad press. Some people are stupid.

Yet there’s no shortage of them. Attention 
seekers, narcissists, the terminally insecure 
or the merely deluded will do almost 
anything to get your attention. This may 
be harmless when it amounts to people 
filming themselves ingesting spoonfuls 
of cinnamon, kissing toes in glasses of 
whiskey, and generally acting like frat boys 
in the mistaken belief that it will get them a 
reality TV contract. It gets disturbing when 
such self-absorption comes at the expense 
of others. And unfortunately there’s no 
shortage of that either.

You will be hard-pressed to find a higher 
concentration of deluded, insecure narcis-
sists than amongst politicians. And may the 
gods bless them if for no other reason than 
no one relatively well adjusted would ever 
take the job - but only to a point. As media 
has become increasingly pervasive, the 
news cycle shortened from weeks and days 
to hours, seconds and fractions thereof, the 
goals have become instant attention. It now 
seems to be more important to be seen as 
doing something, than actually doing it. 
The efficacy of legislation and governance 
matters not; getting a jump on how things 
might trend on Twitter is all-important.

Consider the latest in public-relation 
screw-ups from National Defence. Facing 
criticism over the plight of veterans who 
served in Afghanistan and the collective 
head scratching over the whole value of 
Canada’s involvement, the solution seemed 
simple: let’s commemorate it all with “A Day 

France and back, safely and respectfully, 
when a teenaged backpacker would be 
hard-pressed to do the same under such 
a budget), there will be families looking for 
last minute travel discounts. Assuming they 
are interested in the first place.

As widow Priscilla Blake (wife of Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Craig Blake, killed by an 
IED near Kandahar on May 3, 2010) pointed 
out in an interview with CTV News, the 
money spent flying families to Ottawa would 
be better spent helping the physically and 
mentally wounded veterans of the conflict 
in which her husband lost his life. 

With grand plans for ceremonies, new 
monuments and such to mark the start, 
middle, and end of WWI, our current 
veterans still face a lack of medical and 
financial support that borders on criminal. 
As Ms. Blake points out, there are far more 
pressing needs than gathering everyone 
in Ottawa for a ceremonial artillery salute.

Yet that simple, salient observation 
is lost when the need to be seen to be 
doing something good trumps actually 
doing it. Even the leader of the opposition 
doesn’t get it. During this latest exercise in 
Conservative vanity control, NDP Leader 
Tom Mulcair was all about insulted families 
and covering travel costs. Any debate 
about the merits of why they were being 
flown there would be unseemly; useful 
but unseemly debates being too much to 
expect of fragile egos.

Now if someone were to draw attention 
to themselves with something a tad more 
substantial, say replacing the New Veterans 
Charter with legislation that reflects our true 
obligations to our veterans instead of treat-
ing military anniversaries as opportunities 
for photo-ops, all that self-absorption might 
end up being worth something to the rest 
of Canada, or at least those who have 
sacrificed to defend it. 

“Rob 
Nicholson, 

rumoured to 
be the current 

Defence 
minister but 

rarely seen as 
such ...” 
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CANADA CAN’T AFFORD to compromise 
when it comes to replacing the backbone 
of the Navy. France and another foreign 
navy have chosen FREMM, and DCNS has 
delivered on time and within budget. Should 
Canada follow their lead for the Canadian 
Surface Combatant program?

EYE ON INDUSTRY

FREMM: 
A simple solution for a 
complex program

4

by Jason McNaught

Canada’s future Canadian Surface Combatant? FREMM is now in service 
with France and Morocco, and DCNS is confident in its ability to deliver a 
Canadian version on time and within budget. (dcns)
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DCNS & FREMM ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 72

Reinventing the wheel is not what Canada needs at a time 
when their current National Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy 
(NSPS) programs are experiencing delays and cost overruns. 
It’s also not what the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) needs as the 
operational life spans of their Halifax and Iroquois class ships 
are drawing to a close.

The Government of Canada needs to get it right with the 
Canadian Surface Combatant (CSC) program. These ships will 
form the backbone of tomorrow’s Navy, and must be capable of 
fulfilling their commitments both at home and abroad in a rapidly 
evolving global environment. Canada’s best option is to select, 
through a competitive process, the best design with the best 
value, modified for Canada by Canadians, and supported by an 
experienced team.

The government has labelled the NSPS the “most complex 
shipbuilding initiative in Canada since World War II,” but that 
doesn’t mean taxpayers should expect to watch other nations 
build more capable vessels at a cost that is substantially less. If 
our CSCs are going to be delivered on time and within budget, 
we needn’t start from scratch. 

FREMM is the most modern and efficient frigate already in 
service in a first-rank Navy. This ship will be Canadian: built in 
Canada, with Canadian systems.

 In a speech given at the Chateau Laurier in Ottawa last 
year, DCNS CEO Patrick Boissier summed up what was a 
straightforward pitch to government: “DCNS has the resources 
to design, modify, build, and integrate vessels, weapon systems, 
and support capabilities across the spectrum of Canadian require-
ments. We can do it on time, within budget and working hand in 
glove with Canadian industry.” Boissier’s comments should be 
taken seriously, considering that DCNS has been able to keep 
its promises with France and Morocco, which have already taken 
delivery of FREMM vessels. 

If the government wasn’t previously giving a lot of thought to 
a customized off-the-shelf solution, DCNS’s FREMM — one of 
the most capable frigates in the NATO fleet — surely caught their 
attention. FREMM isn’t a concept vessel, an untested design, or 
a scaled-down version of an existing ship. In addition to other 
ships developed by DCNS for the French Navy, FREMM’s are fully 
interoperable with the U.S. Navy and the Navies of other allies, a 
priority outlined in the Canada First Defence Strategy. 

When the French Navy’s Acquitaine stopped at the home 
of Canada’s East Coast Navy during its maiden voyage, then 
Defence Minister Peter MacKay was on hand to tour the ship. If 

MacKay attempted to reserve his judgment, he didn’t do it well. 
“This ship is what makes Canada envious,” MacKay commented. 
“This” he said, referring to the Aquitaine, “is what we aspire to 
build.”

DCNS is a French defence company with close to 400 years 
(yes, that many) of shipbuilding experience. As a leader in 
integrated warships, they’ve got an impressive resume and an 
international presence, having built customized warships for more 
then 30 countries, including Norway, Brazil, India, Singapore, 
Chile and Malaysia. Boissier calls the potential DCNS partnership 
with Canada a “best-case scenario” because of its high number 
of potential suppliers, and is confident that his company can meet 
Canada’s needs for the CSC program, arguing that they are “one 
of the only total warship integrators with the experience of large, 
international complex programs.”

A Canadian partnership with DCNS means totally autonomous 
In Service Support, including ship or systems modernization. 
The approach of DCNS is therefore in accordance with Canada’s 
new Defence Procurement Policy and the development of Key 
Industrial Capabilities. 

Boissier believes that DCNS is the company best positioned 
to provide full IP and technology transfer, leading to a stronger 
maritime sector and thousands of long-term, high-tech jobs. 

The claims regarding economic spinoffs and partnerships, 
although ambitious, are not altogether theoretical. DCNS has 
already been hard at work forging partnerships with Canadian 
industry such as CGI and SNC-Lavalin, not to mention laying the 
groundwork for a Naval Systems Integration Centre in Halifax, N.S.

No one can deny that jobs and partnerships are good for the 
Canadian economy. A lasting relationship with DCNS would 
undoubtedly be a great thing for our Navy, our shipbuilding 
industry and our economy. But what about the ship? If FREMM 
isn’t the right fit for Canada, then all other points are moot. 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

“The Government of Canada needs to get it right with the 
Canadian Surface Combatant (CSC) program. These ships will form 
the backbone of tomorrow’s Navy ...”

ABOVE: A FREMM (at top) cruises in company with two other warships. 
FREMM is fully interoperable with U.S. and other NATO warships. (dcns)
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ROCKWELL COLLINS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 74

LEE OBST WAS probably the only experimental test pilot at 
CANSEC last year not wearing a flight suit, but he hasn’t strayed 
too far from the cockpit. “Everything the RCAF flies today has 
Rockwell Collins inside it,” he says, leaning in over a narrow 
banquet table in the crowded networking room at Ottawa’s Ernst 
and Young Centre.

As managing director of Rockwell Collins Canada, Obst is both 
a veteran of the Royal Canadian Air Force and a seasoned execu-
tive of a company positioned at the leading edge of innovative 
communication and aviation electronic solutions for commercial 
and government applications. Esprit de Corps sat down with Obst 
to learn a little more about Rockwell Collins’ Canadian presence.

EdeC: Many of us know the basics about Rockwell Collins and 
their extensive work in avionics. Can you tell us a little more about 
the defence side of the Rockwell Collins Canada business?
Obst: For defence, we have three main focuses on operations 
from our base in Ottawa. The first is on developing and exporting 
our own technology around the globe. The second is representing 
our company — the broader Rockwell Collins — with a very 
diverse portfolio of capabilities that we bring to bear for DND 
[Department of National Defence] programs such as AOPS 
[Arctic Offshore Patrol Ships], FWSAR [Fixed-Wing Search and 
Rescue] aircraft, and NSPS [National Shipbuilding Procurement 
Strategy]. The third area that we are really focused on is services. 
Most commercial and RCAF aircraft in Canada have Rockwell 
Collins equipment, and that deployed base allows us to start to 
grow our services. As that equipment is in use, from time to time 
it will need repair, so we are growing and expanding our services 
capability in Canada to do more of that support work locally 
instead of taking it back to service centres around the U.S. or in 
other parts of the world.

EdeC: You mentioned earlier that Rockwell Collins Canada is 
producing and exporting its own technologies. Can you elaborate?
Obst: We have a product line that is designed and developed in 
Ottawa that we export globally called SubNet Relay. It’s a network-

ing technology that 
enables you to take 
existing legacy radio 
infrastructure on a 
ship, for example, 
and create an IP 
network. It sounds 
pretty simple, but 
when you are out 
at sea, you don’t 
have the connectiv-
ity ship-to-ship with 
old legacy radios 
that don’t have high 
data rates. We’re 
basically able to add 
a wireless modem if 
you want to think of 
it that way — a secure, ad hoc, cell-forming network that can 
hop ship-to-ship so that you can extend your range. It’s already 
been adapted as a NATO and international coalition standard for 
maritime forces. It allows all these partners to form a network and 
exchange data without all having to be equipped with common 
radios and other associated equipment.

EdeC: That’s a giant leap for ship-to-ship communication. A lot of 
ship-based communication devices, specifically radio equipment, 
really haven’t made any groundbreaking advances since first being 
installed on ships — except for, perhaps, shrinking in size.
Obst: HF [high frequency] radios would be one example. They 
have been around forever and are great for long-range com-
munications, but they’ve always suffered from very low data 
rates. We’ve been able to take a legacy HF radio and make it a 
wideband HF radio. Why is that important? By taking an existing 
HF radio and replacing it with a wideband HF, you’ve essentially 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

Put away the 
satellite phone: 
Rockwell Collins 
Canada reinvents radio 
communication
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Lee Obst, a retired RCAF veteran and 
experimental test pilot, now heads up 

Rockwell Collins’ Canadian operations.
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PELICAN ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 74

CANADIANS HAVE HAD a close relationship with Pelican 
Products Canada for over 35 years. Operated as a wholly-owned 
subsidiary with headquarters in Edmonton, Alberta, more than 
50 per cent of Pelican’s business is defence-related, with a focus 
on markets — homeland security, defence, aerospace, industrial 
safety, public safety, emergency and fire — where failure is not 
an option.

When it comes to safeguarding state-of-the-art technologies 
under the most exacting conditions, Pelican works closely 
with customers to meet their specific needs, offering unrivalled 
protection, superior performance, and the track record to back 
it all up. Pelican cases have been combat-tested by the world’s 
elite forces, felt the sting of a Hellfire missile, found themselves 
in the jaws of a bear and under the crushing force of Arctic sea 
ice. That’s why, when it comes to choosing a customized case 
solution for worst-case scenarios, Pelican flies above the rest.

ADVANCED CASE SOLUTIONS
The Pelican-Hardigg Advanced Case Centre in Saint-Jean-sur-
Richelieu, Quebec, is the epicentre of innovative, customized 
solutions for organizations that cannot afford to pay the price of 
failure. Every case that comes out of Pelican’s facility embodies 
proficiencies across materials science, packaging engineering, 
project management and manufacturing, and each customized 
solution is rigorously tested to ensure success in the product’s 
real-world application.

The evolution of an Advanced Case Solution begins with 
the customer, where every facet of case design is assessed, 
from impact protection and shock and vibration attenuation, to 
operational logistics according to product specifications, usage, 
and environmental analysis. Whether headed into combat inside 

a LAV (Light Armoured Vehicle) 6.0, or protecting the propellers of 
a CC-130 during transit, Pelican engineers can design anything 
from simple foam cushions to complex metal structures to ensure 
all customer requirements are met.

IT’S WHAT’S INSIDE  
(AND OUTSIDE) THAT COUNTS

On the outside, Pelican offers customers the toughest injection 
and roto-moulded cases anywhere in the market, with customiz-
able options for O-ring gaskets, forklift pockets, pressure-relief 
valves and heavy-duty spring-loaded handles. But a protective 
case with a rugged shell will do the customer little good if enough 
attention has not been paid anywhere else. 

Inside Pelican’s customized cases, engineers use various high-
grade shipping foams (including fire-retardant and anti-static), 
rubberized shock mounts and integrated metal decking to ensure 
that equipment is properly suspended. Interior compartments 
can be partitioned to house multiple components, and further 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

PELICAN: 
When failure is not an option
4

by Jason McNaught

In addition to providing a wide selection of standard cases, Pelican also 
customizes its products to meet the specific requirements of its clients. 
Pictured, a panel-mounted case for built-in monitoring and analysis 
equipment. (pelican)
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DURING CANADA’S LARGEST defence trade show in Ottawa 
last year, 3M Defence had a fishbowl resting on a white pedestal 
just in front of their booth. The bowl was filled with a clear liquid, 
and in it rested a Smartphone that continued to work despite 
being fully submerged. Their display may have been small in the 
expansive building filled with everything from full-size combat 
vehicles to autonomous unmanned submersibles, but its implica-
tions were huge.

3M Defence is a nimble start-up division with the power of a 
$27 billion organization behind it. By drawing upon 45-core tech-
nology platforms developed by 3M scientists and engineers, 3M 
Defence has the capability to research and develop solutions for 
the Canadian Armed Forces to protect those who serve within it.

Waterproof cell phones may not draw shocked gasps from 
trade show crowds, but 3M didn’t have only water in their 
fishbowl. Instead, they had a better solution to a problem that 
has plagued ships (and sailors) for hundreds of years.

As anyone in the Royal Canadian Navy knows, fire is a ship’s 
worst enemy, and today’s modern warships are not immune 
to it. Unfortunately, neither are their highly sophisticated (and 

extraordinarily expensive) electrical systems that power every-
thing from navigation equipment to weapons and propulsion. 
Up until now, the best choice for fighting fires in these sensitive 
areas has been halon, a product that hasn’t been manufactured 
since 1994 because it contains ozone-depleting ingredients like 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). Halon is still being used, but its 
supply isn’t infinite, meaning that defence, aviation and marine 
industries will be left looking for a suitable replacement.

Novec Fire Protection Fluid 1230 from 3M, the mysterious liquid 
in the fishbowl, represents a prime example of how 3M Defence 
is listening to the needs of its clients. When a 3M rep walked 
over and plucked out the Smartphone, the liquid immediately 
evaporated, leaving the device looking like it had never been 
immersed at all. Novec 1230 marks the beginning of the next 
generation of fire-suppression fluids suitable for environments 
with sophisticated electronic equipment, offering up an effective, 
non-toxic solution without leaving harmful residues.

See this and other examples of 3M Defence innovation at 
CANSEC in Ottawa on May 28 and 29, 2014. 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

3M Defence Canada: 
The spearhead of innovation
4

by Jason McNaught

LEFT:  A still from a YouTube video showing an aquarium filled with 3M’s 
Novec engineered fluids (bottom) plus little bit of water on top. Inside the 
aquarium are a tablet streaming the Novec 1230 presentation video and a 
live handphone which receives an incoming call. It shows that immersion 
in Novec 1230 can’t damage electronic circuits as the product cleans and 
laminates with an anti-corrosive, fire-suppressant material. (youtube)

ABOVE:  A diagram showing a spray system for the Novec 1230. 
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THE WORDS, “IN FLANDERS fields the poppies blow, 
Between the crosses, row on row…” have become an anthem of 
remembrance for the men and women who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country. 

The man who pieced together these delicate and poignant 
words knew firsthand the tale of war. Lieutenant-Colonel John 
McCrae was a Canadian artillery officer, physician, and poet who 
served Canada in the Great War.

The chaos of the battlefield was a long way from his Guelph, 
Ontario home. McCrae studied at the Guelph Collegiate 
Vocational Institute, quickly being promoted to Captain. After 
this military training, McCrae completed a B.A. at the University 
of Toronto, before later completing a medical residency at the 
Robert Garrett Hospital. 

When war enveloped the nation, McCrae did not want to sit 
idly by. McCrae volunteered for a combat role at the age of 41, 
even though his age and medical training allowed him the option 
of joining the non-combat medical corps. 

The hard-fought and gruesome Second Ypres is documented 
and remembered as one of the bitterest battles of the war. During 
those dark days of 1915, McCrae was appointed as field surgeon 
in the Canadian artillery and was present while many young 
men took their last gasps of life. One of these young men was a 
former medical student of McCrae’s, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer. 
The death of this young man inspired the poem that still inspires 
many around the world today. 

This Canadian surgeon, leader, soldier, artist, poet, and hero 
played many roles in his life. And in death, the Royal Canadian 
Artillery Heritage Campaign, partnered with the McCrae Statue 

PERSPECTIVES

JOHN McCRAE: 
Remembering the man 
whose poem symbolizes 
remembrance

4

by Laurel Sallie

Committee, plans to honour the life and work of this man on the 
100th anniversary of the writing of “In Flanders Field.”

May 2015 will mark the centenary of the poem. To commemor-
ate this remembrance, and the life of the poet, the Royal Regiment 
of Canadian Artillery plans to erect two statues in tribute to this 
Canadian hero. McCrae, an artillery officer, will be remembered 
next to the National Artillery Memorial, a few minutes from the 
National War Memorial, on Sussex Drive in Ottawa. The other 
statue will be unveiled in the poet’s hometown of Guelph. 

Fundraising is on-going and half of the total goal has been 
raised. Dialogue between the National Capital Commission and 
RCA Heritage are in progress. 

The commemoration process can be long, and support 
is always needed. For more information or ways you can 
support the McCrae Statue Fundraising Campaign, please 
go to the Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery website 
http://www.artillery.net/beta/  

ABOVE:  A scaled-down statue of “In Flanders Fields” author Lt. Col. 
John McCrae shows what a larger-than-life version will look like when 
completed. Designed by renowned sculptor Ruth Abernethy, the model 
shows McCrae sitting on a broken tree trunk amid the horrors of war, with 
his medical bag at his feet. The plan now is to construct two larger-than-
life versions of McCrae, with one expected to remain in his hometown of 
Guelph, Ont., and the other to be unveiled in Ottawa. 
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The Winter March of 1813

HISTORY

Mother Nature proved herself to be a worthy adversary

40  Volume 21 Issue 4
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Unable to ferry reinforcements 
by boat over the frozen rivers 
and lakes, the 104th Regiment 
of Foot was selected to make 
the arduous trek overland in 

the dead of a Canadian winter

The Winter March of 1813

HISTORY

s

Mother Nature proved herself to be a worthy adversary
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D
uring the War of 1812, it was impossible to get 
reinforcement to central Canada by ship in the 
winter month as the St. Lawrence was frozen solid. 
It was therefore decided to march an infantry unit 
by foot from Fredericton to Kingston, and the unit 

chosen was the 104th Regiment of Foot. 

by Donald E. Graves

This illustration of the 1837 winter march of the 43rd Regiment from New Brunswick 
through the state of Maine to Upper Canada captures the challenges — bitter cold, 
heavy snow drifts, mountainous terrain — the men of the 104th Regiment of Foot 
faced during their remarkably similar trek 34 years earlier. (“43rd regiment on march 
from new brunswick to canada, across madawaska portage, 1837” by william robert 
herries, royal ontario museum)



42  Volume 21 Issue 4

The 104th was unique as it was largely recruited in North 
America and its men were used to winter conditions. In February 
1813, it commenced what was, at the time, possibly the longest 
winter march yet attempted by British or Canadian soldiers. Below 
is an excerpt from Donald E. Graves’ book Merry Hearts Make 
Light Days!, the wartime memoirs of 18-year-old Lieutenant John 
LeCouteur, an officer of the 104th Regiment of Foot.

Every arrangement being completed, and the regiment in 
good marching order, some detachments having already come 
a hundred miles up to Fredericton, Colonel Halkett, with the 

head-quarters and the grenadier company, marched on the 
16th February, 1813; a battalion company following on each 
succeeding day and the light company, forming the rearguard, 
on Sunday the 21st [of February, 1813].

It may not be deemed altogether irrelevant to state, that on 
quitting Fredericton, the whole of the officers felt the deepest 
regret at parting from a circle of society that had treated them with 
the greatest kindness and cordiality; where a British uniform, worn 
with credit and conduct, was a sure passport, without a further 
introduction, to the friendly hospitality of the worthy inhabitants 
of New Brunswick.

I shall never forget the morning parade of that Sunday for, 
although we marched with the best temper, when our bugles 
struck up the merry air, “The Girls we leave behind us,” most of 
our gallant fellows being, as it proved, destined never to revisit 
their sisters or sweethearts.

The company presented a most unmilitary appearance as it 
marched without arms or knapsacks, in Indian file, divided into 
squads, so many to each Toboggan, the rear of it being nearly 
half a mile from the front ...

The first seven days marches being through a tolerably well 
settled country, we found them comparatively easy, though 
sometimes the snow might be eight inches or a foot in depth, ... 
and, at the close of each day’s march, houses or barns to lodge 
the men in ...

On the 29th [of February, 1813] we hutted. This operation was 
most fatiguing and disheartening after a heavy day’s march, as 
it had snowed incessantly, and so heavily that we frequently lost 
our narrow snow-shoe track, and, if careless, were precipitated 
into deep snow. One man getting a fall of this kind caused a halt 
to all those in his rear for ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, until 
he had scrambled out from his cold bath. The inconvenience of 
keeping all the rear at a halt was found so great that it was soon 
agreed to march on and leave the straggler to regain his place 
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A private of the 104th (New 
Brunswick) Regiment of Foot, 
circa 1810–1812. Some 
600 men marched from 
Fredericton, New Brunswick 
to Kingston, Ontario, in the 
winter of 1813. This historic 
march was unique in the 
diversity found in the men on 
the march: English, Scottish, 
French Canadians from 
Quebec, Acadians and Blacks 
all marched together. The story 
is uniquely Canadian as these 
men had to first battle the 
elements on their way to war. 
It snowed almost every day of 
the 53-day march and many 
nights temperatures dipped 
below -30 degrees Celsius. 
(reconstitution by d. fitzjames, 
parks canada)
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when he could, which was by no means an easy matter, and made 
officers and men very careful not to fall if they could avoid it, from 
the fear of having to march some distance in the deep snow.

In order to relieve the men, each officer and man took his turn 
to break the road, as it was called, by marching as leader for ten 
or fifteen minutes, then stepping one pace aside and letting the 
whole company pass him, when he threw off his snow-shoes and 
marched on a firm, hard path in the rear. It must be seen by this 
arrangement the first pair of snow-shoes had to break a path in 
front, the second pair improved the track of the first, the third and 
every succeeding rendered it firmer and harder, till the toboggans 
came which travelled on a pretty solid path.

We generally marched close along the edge of the river, when-
ever no rapids intervened to prevent it, and always constructed 
our huts on the windward side of it in the woods, in order to gain 
a little shelter. The men’s hands were frequently so cold that they 
could scarcely work; however, as they were divided into squads, 
the best axe men immediately set to felling young pine trees 
to form the rafters for the hut. These being trimmed of all their 
lateral branches, were cut to about fifteen feet in height. Others 
trimmed branches of pine for thatching it and others felled hard 
woods and cut into logs for burning.

While these were at work, some were clearing away spaces 
for the areas of the hut, which was done by taking off their 
snow-shoes and using them as shovels to throw back the snow 
till they got to the soil destined for the floor, four or five feet 
deep. The snow that was thrown back formed a high wall round 
it, which served to shelter us somewhat from the chilling wind. 
Within this area, the trimmed branches were placed in a conical 
or lengthened form and tied at top; they were then covered with 
pine boughs thickly laid over each, the points of the branches 
being downwards made it an excellent thatch, quite impervious 
to the snow, with the exception of the hole at the top which was 
left for a chimney. A blazing fire was then lit in the centre of the 
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hut, and all around it was strewed a thick layer of small pine 
branches which formed a delicious and fragrant bed — here were 
no feather bed soldiers.

The next precaution was to close the only aperture in the hut, 
which was intended for a doorway, made just large enough for a 
man to creep through edgewise, and a blanket, which everyone 
in turn grumbled to give up, served as an inner door to shut out 
the cold if possible. But I may well say if possible, as those who 
have not experienced it, cannot figure to themselves the extreme 
frigidity of a temperature from 18 to 27 degrees below zero, that 
is, from 50 to 59 degrees below freezing. While our feet were 
burning, which was sometimes literally the case whilst asleep, 
our heads were in a freezing temperature, as water immediately 
froze if placed near the outer circumference of the hut. It generally 

Lieutenant John LeCouteur, an 
officer of the 104th Regiment 
of Foot, was only 18 years 
old when he began an 
arduous, cross-country 
overland trek from New 
Brunswick to Kingston. 
Raised on the Channel 
Island of Jersey close 
to England, LeCouteur 
became an ensign 
(an entry level officer) 
in the 2nd Battalion of 
the 96th Regiment of 
Foot upon graduation 
from the Royal Military 
College in 1810. He 
was transferred to New 
Brunswick’s 104th Regiment of 
Foot, travelled across the ocean 
and arrived on Canadian soil on July 13, 1812.
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happened that we were as completely enveloped in smoke as an 
Esquimalt family but, like them, we found it much more agreeable 
than having no smoke at all, as it warmed the hut. Moreover, I 
imagined that sleep without fire in such cold would have proved 
the sleep of death.

On the 1st of March [1813], we reached the grand falls of the 
river St. John, one hundred and fifty miles from Fredericton, where 
there is a small settlement ... After dinner most of the officers went 
to see the falls; it presented a magnificent spectacle. In summer 
it was eighty-four feet high and nine hundred feet in width but 
it was greatly reduced by the quantity of ice which environed it. 
The spray, having frozen as it rose, had gradually so condensed 
itself that it had joined and formed a splendid, irregular, fantastical 
arch of surprising brilliancy and lightness, in all the rugged and 
mixed varieties of form which frost gives to falling water, suddenly 
arrested by congelation. The banks on each side from the same 
cause were like solid, irregular, glassy buttresses supporting the 
arch; and the surrounding trees being beautifully fringed with frost. 
When the sun rose on the ice and displayed the prismatic colors 
playing on it, the scene called to mind the idea of an enchanted 
palace of glass, fitter, indeed, for a person to gaze on than inhabit, 
which was strictly true, for desolation reigned around ...

On Wednesday, the 2nd of March [1813], we arrived at Laron-
ciers at the head of the Madawaska settlement. Here I began to 
find the French language of great service to me, as I did all through 
Lower Canada. The worthy cure, Monsieur Raby, was delighted 
to meet a British officer who could converse with him freely and, 

accordingly, not only invited me to take my billet at his house but 
also insisted that one of my brother subs should accompany me, 
where he treated us with the greatest hospitality ...

I am not aware that these good people considered us as great 
intruders, but they certainly did not give us much time to corrupt 
them as they mounted the whole of us, officers and men, in 
sleighs, and drove us through their settlement, twenty-one miles 
in a day, which by the way was a great treat, and the men vowed 
it was the pleasantest day’s march that they had had.

On the 4th of March the cold was gradually increasing and 
an incessant snow-storm filling the track up rapidly made the 
dragging of the Toboggans exceedingly laborious, especially as 
we occasionally had to quit the Madawaska River owing to rapids 
in it which had not frozen, and the thickness of the brush-wood 
and the forest along the edge of it. When we got to the end of our 
day’s march the cold was so intense that the men could scarcely 
use their fingers to hew down the fire-wood, or to build huts, and 
it was dark before we could commence cooking; if sticking a bit 
of salt pork on the end of a twig and holding it in a fire could be 
so termed. 

NEXT MONTH: The story of the 104th Regiment of Foot’s long 
winter trek continues, based on 18-year-old Lieutenant John 
LeCouteur’s account of that journey in his wartime memoirs, 
which were recently published as Merry Hearts Make Light Days!, 
edited by Donald E. Graves and available from Robin Brass Studio 
of Montreal. 
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IT IS THAT TIME of year again; where top members of the 
Canadian Armed Forces present to a filled conference room 
of industry’s best. The Canadian Association of Defence and 
Security Industries, or CADSI, held their annual Outlook series 
for all three branches of the CAF: Navy, Army, and Air Force. The 
series was set in the heart of downtown Ottawa at the Ottawa 
Convention Centre; while briefings filled the conference rooms 
and glass walls framed the backdrop of Parliament Hill.

OUTLOOK SERIES: DAY ONE
The Royal Canadian Navy was up first. The morning began with 
a casual breakfast of bagels and coffee, while anticipatory talk 
peppered the second floor of the convention centre. Taking up 
so much of the media’s attention lately, with the digressing state 
of naval ships, it did not take long to herd everyone into the main 
conference room. 

But this day was not simply going to be absorbed by talk 
centred around the questionable state of some of the Navy’s 
best vessels, although this serious point was highlighted, this 
day focused on the idea of rebuilding. 

With briefings by Commodore Art McDonald, Commodore 
Marcel Halle, Read Admiral (Ret’d) Ian Mack, and Wade Carter, 
the day looked at the present strength of this branch of the 
CAF. The fast turn-around rates after some of the vessels had 
been damaged, and the tenacity of the troops who serve, was 
underscored and stated again. 

It is a tough time for the Navy, and much needs to be done 
to get these fleets back to their prime, but the day would not be 
a sob story. The guest speakers spoke of the collaboration that 
would be needed between industry and the Navy moving forward 
to repair the broken vessels, and what can be done to make 
them even better. But ultimately the guest speakers made sure 
that this day would promote a narrative of strength for the Navy. 

Keynote speaker, Vice Admiral Mark Norman, Commander of 
the Canadian Navy, exuded this rebuilding theme in his address 
to the audience. While the tables were constantly filled with 
food, and the crowd made their way through a three-course 
meal, sipping wine as they followed along, Vice Admiral Norman 
emphasized the current assets of the Navy and how, with a little 
help from their industry friends, the Royal Canadian Navy could 
be back to their best fighting form. 

OUTLOOK SERIES: DAY TWO
The day began the same, bagels with every topping one could 
ever want, coffee over conversation, however the crowd’s atten-
tion was now turned to the men and women dressed in green. The 
second day of CADSI’s three-day Outlook series was dedicated 
to the Army. If the Navy’s theme was rebuilding with a focus on 
the present, the Army was looking directly into the future. 

With the mission in Afghanistan at a close, the Army had 
already placed their hindsight glasses on, looking at the issues 
and obstacles that were dealt with in the past to change the 
future for the better. 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

CADSI’S OUTLOOK 
ON DEFENCE: 
Defining the future of 
Canada’s Navy, Army and  
Air Force

4

by Laurel Sallie

ABOVE RIGHT: Following the conclusion of Canada's commitment 
in Afghanistan, the Department of National Defence must rethink its 
procurement vision. (mcpl dan shouinard, senior imagery technician, dnd)
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In its inception, the mission in Afghanistan can be remem-
bered by ill-equipped troops who presumably did not have 
the capacity to carry out their mission to the absolute best of 
their abilities. This day was an attempt to make sure this would 
not happen again, or at least it was the start of this kind of 
conversation. 

The day began with a strong, forward-looking briefing 
from guest speaker Lieutenant-General J.M.M. Hainse, the 
Commander of the Canadian Army. And the day continued 
with briefings by guest speakers Colonel A.R. Jayne, Brigadier-
General S.G. Kennedy, the Director General of Land Equipment 
Program Management, and Dr. G. Vezina, the Director General 
for Science and Technology Army, Defence Research and De-
velopment Canada. 

There was an emphasis throughout the day on looking 
forward to the horizons the Army will encounter in the future. 
Broken down into three specific phases, horizon one, horizon 
two, and horizon three, each encompassing about three to four 

years of the future. These horizons all had specific needs of 
industry and all centred on the equipment and tools the Army 
will need once they meet these horizons. 

Again, the day was paused for lunch, a buffet that tantalized 
everyone’s taste buds, before breakout sessions wrapped this 
day of the Outlook series.

OUTLOOK SERIES: DAY THREE
The sun dawned on the third day of the Outlook series. Again 
beginning with a quick bagel and coffee breakfast, the Royal 
Canadian Air Force was ready to take the podium to discuss the 
current state of their men and women in uniform. 

The first day of Outlook, the Royal Canadian Navy focused 
on the present and rebuilding, the second day, the Canadian 
Army highlighted the future while underscoring the important 
lessons they learned from their recent past in Afghanistan. The 
third day of the Outlook series, the Air Force’s theme could best 
be described as collaboration. 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

“... the Canadian Army highlighted the future while underscoring the 
important lessons they learned from their recent past in Afghanistan.”
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There was an overwhelming call for collaboration not only be-
tween industry and the Air Force, but more to the point, between 
industry and all three branches of the Canadian Armed Forces. 

This day had the most guest speakers out of all three days, 
and was the only day to stay on schedule. Brigadier General 
Stephan Kummel, Colonel Kelvin Truss, Mr. André Fillion, Colonel 
Colin Keiver, and Colonel Philip Garbutt made briefings to the 
caffeinated and attentive audience. 

It was a common refrain reiterated throughout the speeches 
that the conversation between industry and the Air Force must 
start early, and must be ongoing throughout the entire process. 
It was also accentuated that these conversations must be had 
between all branches of the CAF so that industry is creating 
equipment that produces a unified and tenacious CAF, rather 
than three separate entities. 

Much importance was further placed on the capabilities of 
simulation and what role these simulators can have not only on 
cost-cutting measures but also on the effectiveness and readiness 

of the men and women in uniform. A brief video was shown to the 
audience in order to clarify and emphasize what these simulators 
can do in terms of preparedness for the soldiers. 

The Air Force looks to the future, but in their future plans they 
see a collaboration of efforts between all levels and layers to make 
the Armed Forces the strongest it has ever been. 

EYE ON INDUSTRY

“It was a common refrain reiterated throughout the speeches that the 
conversation between industry and the Air Force must start early ...”

A CC-150 Polaris air-to-air refuelling aircraft from 8 Wing Trenton 
refuels CF-18 Hornets over the Pacific. One thing is apparent from 
presentations made at the Outlook series: collaboration between 

industry and DND is key. (mcpl marc-andré gaudreault, dnd)
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THE RETURN OF the last rotation of 
Canadian soldiers from Afghanistan through 
Cyprus resulted in two very different 
operations crossing paths.

PERSPECTIVES

A TALE OF TWO 
MISSIONS:
Fifty years in Cyprus and 
over 12 years in Afghanistan 
reveal the long-term nature 
of modern conflict

4

by Joshua Libben

Founded in 1964, the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus 
(UNFICYP) is the oldest existing armed peacekeeping operation in the 
world. During the mission’s 50-year mandate, 184 peacekeepers have 
been killed, including 28 Canadians. Thanks to the operation’s ongoing 
efforts, a ceasefire between Greek and Turkish factions has been 
maintained on the Mediterranean island since 1974.
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50 YEARS IN CYPRUS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 71

PERSPECTIVES

Armed Forces and their immense sacrifice, few of the soldiers 
now coming home would argue that Afghanistan has reached the 
end of its road to peace and stability. Afghanistan was the longest 
war in Canadian history, yet it may well take another 12 or 20 or 
even 50 years before lasting peace is achieved in Afghanistan. 
Military organizations like NATO were never intended for such 
peace-building, but United Nations peacekeeping operations 
have shown that they are able to withstand the long haul. 

Because the UN draws from a wide range of member states, 
with a rotating roster, they have the capacity to stay in conflict 
areas significantly longer than can reasonably be asked of any 
one country or coalition. Though past failures in UN peacekeeping 
are well-known, its successes have received much less atten-
tion. Operations in El Salvador and Tajikistan were completed 
successfully, allowing those countries to rebuild and grow. More 
recently, states like Sierra Leone and Liberia have emerged 
from brutal periods of civil war to hold free and fair elections. In 
all these cases, a long-term commitment from United Nations 
peacekeepers was essential. 

The UN system is far from perfect, as the organization’s inability 
to act meaningfully in Syria and Crimea has shown. But though 
progress has been slow, the continued presence of peacekeepers 
in Cyprus has been vital in healing the long-term wounds of this 
conflict, and the country may soon be counted among the UN’s 
success stories. 

Canada played a pivotal role in the initial phases of UNFICYP, 
especially in establishing the ceasefire that still stands. However, 
in the last decade and a half our country’s contributions to Cyprus 
have been limited to a single Canadian soldier, a reflection of the 
larger withdrawal of Canada from UN peacekeeping. As things 
stand, only 22 Canadian soldiers take part in UN missions across 
the globe.

On March 15, as part of the post-conflict decompression 
process, the remaining 86 soldiers from Canada’s combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan passed through Cyprus on their way back 
home. They were greeted on the island by Minister of Veterans 
Affairs Julian Fantino, already visiting Cyprus to pay his respects 
to the country’s ongoing United Nations peacekeeping mission. 
In addition to the soldiers on their way back to Canada, Minister 
Fantino was joined by 10 Canadian veterans of the UN mission 
to commemorate the important historical role Canada played in 
the operation and the 28 Canadian lives lost there.

Founded in 1964, the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in 
Cyprus (UNFICYP) is the oldest existing armed peacekeeping 
operation in the world, with March 27 marking 50 years since 
the mission became operational. In the last half century, 184 
peacekeepers have sacrificed their lives in this operation, includ-
ing the Canadians honoured. 

In the first years of the operation, it must have seemed as 
if achieving peace in a region with such deep divisions was 
impossible. Due to the operation’s ongoing peacekeeping efforts, 
however, a ceasefire between Greek and Turkish factions has 
been maintained since 1974. Tensions have ebbed, tourism has 
returned, and the lives of Cypriots have, for the most part, normal-
ized. The last death of a peacekeeper by malicious act occurred in 
1981, and the fact that Cyprus is one of the decompression stops 
for Canadian and other NATO troops returning from Afghanistan 
is a testament to the progress made in this former war zone. 

But even after such a long time, the operation in Cyprus still 
cannot pack up and send everyone home. Tensions remain 
among the older generation who grew up in a state of civil war 
and a permanent settlement between Greece and Turkey remains 
elusive. Most recently, the discovery of a potentially major supply 
of natural gas off of Cyprus’ coast renewed tensions, though it 
remains unclear whether such an economic windfall would help 
or hurt the cause of reunification. And so, in the ongoing cycle 
of negotiation and stalemate, the Blue Berets remain to keep the 
peace until a final agreement is secured. 

The lesson from both Cyprus and Afghanistan? Peace can take 
a very long time to grab hold in a war-torn society, and the wounds 
of conflict zones take decades to heal. The civil wars, interethnic 
strife, and post-colonial legacies of modern conflicts are complex, 
and often even a dozen years of help from the outside is not long 
enough. Despite the important achievements of the Canadian 

“... the fact that Cyprus is one of the decompression stops for 
Canadian and other NATO troops returning from Afghanistan is a 
testament to the progress made in this former war zone.”

ABOVE: A cenotaph across from Sector 2 Regimental Headquar-
ters is dedicated to the 28 Canadian peacekeepers who lost their 
lives while serving on the Island of Cyprus. (mcpl robert bottrill)
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HAVE YOU EVER thought what really 
might have been cooking in a Canadian 
army camp or trench line during the First 
World War? Here are some easy recipes and 
cooking tips from the 1914 edition of “The 
Field Service Pocket Book,” published in 
the United Kingdom and used by members 
of Canada’s military during the war.

PERSPECTIVES

GREAT WAR 
RECIPES:
Testing the span of a century, 
some recipes still the same

4

by Robert Smol

Members of 3rd Field Ambulance line up to draw rations at Salisbury, 
England. Back then, most men probably had little experience in the 
kitchen. But when they found themselves with few options behind and 
at the front lines of the Great War, the British Army provided them with a 
handy reference tool: “The Field Service Pocket Book.” (dnd, library and 
archives canada, pa-004952)
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off, stir well, and grate a little of the nutmeg or rind of a lemon 
on the top. Place the dish in some embers, cover with a piece 
of tin, on this put some more embers, and bake for 20 minutes. 
If fresh milk is used, add 2 more ounces of sugar. If milk is not 
obtainable, the rice water alone may be used. If an egg is added, 
it should be beaten up with the milk or rice water; this is a great 
improvement. 

Preserved meat soup: Take 4 ounces of meat and half a 
biscuit per man with his allowance of preserved vegetables, cut 
up the meat, and powder the biscuits and vegetables. Put the 
vegetables into a camp kettle containing ½ pint of cold water per 
man, boil slowly, and add the meat and biscuit, and continue the 
boiling for ½ hour. Season with pepper and salt, if required, and 
serve. A quarter of a teaspoonful of brown sugar for each man 
may be added to improve the flavor. 

Some useful cooking tips from the soldier’s Pocket Book:
Meat may be baked as follows: Dig in the ground a hole 

of sufficient size and build a fire in it. After the fuel has become 
red-hot put the meat, wrapped in paper in a clay case, or with the 
skin on, on a thick layer of green grass; cover it with green grass, 
hot ashes and earth. Build a good fire over the meat and keep it 
burning for about six hours. Unearth the meat and remove the skin. 
Meat treated this way at night will be found cooked in the morning. 

Stewing: Stewing is not boiling. All that is required is a 
gradual simmering. This will make even tough meat tender and 
wholesome. 

Frying: Frying is cooking with the aid of fats; in other words, 
frying is simply boiling in fat. When possible cover the article to 
be cooked with fat. 

When fuel is scarce, a good plan is to cook the meat partly in 
a kettle, and, when the contents are boiling, place the kettle in a 
box, surround it with hay or other non-conducting material, and 
close the lid tightly; the contents will go on gently stewing, and 
should be fully cooked in three to four hours time. 

The Pocket Book was an aide-mémoire for the leader and 
focused mainly on camp routine and how to organize and manage 
your men. The recipes and cooking instructions are reproduced 
here in exactly the same way as they were written in the soldier’s 
Pocket Book. It may be pure coincidence, but the following 
recipes appeared in the Pocket Book directly before the section 
on how to dig a proper latrine!

Give these 1914 recipes a try, at your own risk, and let Esprit de 
Corps know how they turned out. Are they any better than today’s 
field rations? Do they rival your spouse’s or in-law’s cooking? 

Enjoy! 

Kabobs: For a hurried meal the meat can be quickly prepared 
by cutting it into small pieces about the size of a penny, but three 
or four times as thick. These can be skewered on a piece of wire 
or hardwood and roasted before the fire for a few minutes.

Stewed beef, mutton, or fowl: Cut the meat into thin slices 
or small pieces, the smaller the better. Put a little fat into the 
bottom of the cooking pot and when hot stir in the meat. Stir until 
brown, add a sliced onion, carrot or turnip, season with pepper 
and salt, add a little flour and hot water. Stir well and allow to 
simmer slowly until done. Tomatoes, rice and powdered biscuit 
in lieu of flour may be added. 

Beef tea: Cut up about 1 lb. of lean beef (no fat) into small 
pieces, put in a kettle, add 2 pints of cold water, boil slowly, 
removing the scum as it rises, cook for about 2 hours, or longer 
if time admits; strain and serve. 

Chupatties: Mix some flour with water to make a stiff dough. 
Flatten a piece of the dough with both hands till it is about a 
¼-inch thick. Melt some fat in the cover of a mess tin and when 
quite hot place the chupattie in it and leave till it is brown on 
both sides. On an average fire, 1 lb. of flour can be made into 
chupatties in ½ hour. 

Irish stew: Ingredients: meat, potatoes, onions, pepper, salt. 
Peel, wash and slice the potatoes; peel clean and cut up the 
onions. Cut up the meat into small pieces. Place a little water in 
the kettle and a layer of potatoes at the bottom, then a layer of 
meat and onions; season with pepper and salt, then add another 
layer of potatoes and so on to the top, potatoes forming the 
top layer. Barely cover the whole with water and stew gently for 
about 2 hours. 

Plain rice pudding: Boil 1 lb. of rice in 6 quarts of water for 
30 minutes, season with a pinch of salt, strain and save the 
water. Put the rice into a dish, add 6 ounces of sugar, half a tin 
of condensed milk, a little of the water which has been strained 

“Give these 1914 recipes a try, at your own risk, and let 
Esprit de Corps know how they turned out.”

ABOVE RIGHT:  Men of the 8th Infantry Battalion prepare the rations of 
fresh bread in the French countryside, May 1916. (dnd, lac, pa-000134)
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THE 20TH CENTURY Royal 
Canadian Navy (RCN) had the 
domestic task of patrolling and 
protecting two coastlines and two 
oceans. For this reason, the RCN 
is structured into two formations: 
Maritime Command Atlantic and 
Maritime Command Pacific. 

With the rise in global tem-
peratures and opening up of the 
famed Northwest Passage, the 
21st century may cause significant 
changes in the RCN, both in terms 
of structures as well as the size and diversity of both its sea and 
air fleets, as they will be required to defend a newly opened third 
ocean: the Arctic. 

For this reason, structurally it is not unrealistic to assume that 
the RCN may have to introduce a new and specialized formation: 
Maritime Command Arctic. This will be no small task and may 
expand the domestic jurisdiction of the RCN to protect Canada’s 
political sovereignty and economic jurisdiction to over ten million 
square kilometres of ocean. 

To ensure that the RCN is capable of protecting such vast and 
new territory may require that the RCN assume jurisdiction over 
such tasks as environmental surveillance and fisheries protection 
on our coastal areas, natural resource protection, as well as 
surveillance and control of Canada’s territory, in concert and in 
support of the Coast Guard and the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans. This is also not such simple task. 

ARCTIC: WORTH 
PROTECTING

The vast resources of Canada’s 
arctic may be our most vulnerable 
strategic asset. The Arctic Ocean 
basin is home to vast resources in-
cluding mineral wealth and natural 
gas. Currently, Russia has started 
to ‘tap into’ these resources with 
rigs extracting large quantities of 
natural gas for export throughout 
Europe. Canadians remain largely 
in the ‘prospecting’ phase. 

The Arctic is worth protecting, and the Arctic and its economic 
cache are also worth defending against any encroachment or 
intrusion. But the RCN, with a fleet of ageing ships and equipment, 
and a relatively small naval complement may not be prepared to 
fulfill such a lofty mandate.

THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY 
There is an urgent national strategic requirement to make priority 
the renewal, and more importantly, the expansion of Canada’s 
ageing naval fleet. The Ottawa Sun reports that, “the RCN is 
approaching a tidal wave of obsolescence that threatens its 
ongoing ability to be a true blue water navy into the remainder 
of the 21st century.” 

It is generally accepted that the RCN is in need of acquiring 
new frigates, replenishment ships, patrol ships and possibly ice 
breakers and associated weaponry not to speak of an air wing 

LAW AND ORDER

THE NAVAL TRINITY
The creation of Maritime 
Command Arctic

4

by Michel W. Drapeau & Joshua M. Juneau

A Canadian Ranger patrol returns to Resolute Bay, Nunavut, 
from an Arctic patrol during Operation NUNALIVUT. Conducted 

every year, OP NUNALIVUT is one of the Canadian Armed 
Forces’ major sovereignty operations and demonstrates 

capability projection in the High Arctic during winter. (cpl pierre 
letourneau, 19 wing comox, dnd) 
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capable of extending its reach beyond our coastline. However, 
this may not be possible in the short term. 

RESUPPLY SHIPS
Currently, the RCN has two resupply ships — HMCS Protecteur 
and HMCS Preserver — whose job is to carry fuel, food, ammuni-
tion and spare parts to support missions abroad. The problem is 
that each of these ships is nearly half a century old. Worse, HMCS 
Protecteur may never see service again due to a catastrophic 
onboard fire. 

The Toronto Sun reports that “Many of the [resupply] ships’ 
systems are nearly obsolete, while repairs and maintenance 
costs are prohibitively expensive thanks in part to a shortage of 
spare parts.” And with a naval ship building lag time of up to 20 
years, it is unknown how the Canadian Forces aims to maintain 
an operationally effective naval fleet in the coming decade. 
Consider also that most of the procurement and shipbuilding 
work is no longer done domestically. What this may translate to 
is that Canada is very much behind, and it could take up to 20 
years to catch up.

DESTROYERS
Three Iroquois-class destroyers remain in the RCN fleet. These 
were a cold war purchase commissioned in 1972 to protect 
against Soviet submarines. These forty-year old ships will reach 
retirement age at 2017, but are not scheduled for replacement 
until the mid-2020s. This is a problem as there will be a gap of 
nearly a decade where the RCN could have no destroyers. 

In the coming years, the RCN will have to decide to either retire 
the destroyers and find a way to ‘bridge the gap’ or have up to 
a decade without full anti-submarine capability. 

FRIGATES
To help protect the Arctic in the coming years, the RCN may have 
to rely on their twelve Halifax-class frigates. This is not in itself 
surprising, as these Halifax class frigates have been described 
as the “backbone” or the “workhorse” of the RCN. 

Currently the RCN’s fleet is home to twelve Halifax-class frig-
ates. These versatile ships transport the venerable but outmoded 
Sea King helicopters, as well as anti-submarine torpedoes, 
anti-aircraft and anti-ship missiles. 

Should a conflict erupt over Arctic resources, the RCN Frigates 
would surely be called upon to play a critical role. As with the 
Iroquois, Halifax class frigates are due for replacement in the 
mid-2020s. 

CANADA’S NORTH MAY BE VULNERABLE
The past decade has seen Canada’s military mostly engaged in 
American interests abroad. The war in Afghanistan required a 
massive commitment of resources from the Canadian Army and 
may have pushed it toward a breaking point. In the meanwhile, 
the Navy stood patiently aside awaiting its turn to have the needs 
for a revitalization of its fleet addressed in a systemic manner. 

Truth be told, over the past decade, financially the Canadian 
Forces may have been overly army-centric. We may come to learn 
that the Army has procured excess equipment to meet the special 
counter-insurgency tasks for which there is currently no on-going 
requirement. For example, consider that the CH-47 Chinook 
helicopters cannot presently be housed at CFB Petawawa. Even if 
they were, does Canada truly need four of these logistics carriers?

CANADA FIRST?
In 2009, the Government introduced a “Canada First Defence 
Policy.” However, it is uncertain how this policy places Canada 
first, and this policy may need to be refocused. Consider that 
defence policy requires the provision of forces with a high degree 
of military effectiveness and mobility at sufficient readiness levels 
and with a clear sense of purpose for conflict prevention, crisis 

 “With the rise in global temperatures and opening up of 
the famed Northwest Passage, the 21st century may cause 
significant changes in the RCN ...”

LAW & ORDER ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 76

On March 1, 2014, a U.S. Navy Sea Hawk helicopter prepared to unload 
materials aboard the Royal Canadian Navy auxiliary oil replenishment 
ship HMCS Protecteur. The ship suffered a catastrophic fire in the engine 
room, rendering the ship helpless and without power in the mid-Pacific 
Ocean, about 700 kilometres off Hawaii. U.S. Navy ships were involved 
in the recovery operations of Protecteur, towing the ship to Pearl Harbor. 
Both Protecteur and her sister ship HMCS Preserver are to be retired in 
2015. (mass communication specialist 3rd class johans chavarro, u.s. navy)
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to assert Canada’s sovereignty in the 
region and train personnel to operate in 
some of Canada’s harshest conditions. 
A company from 1st Battalion, Royal 22e 
Regiment, will be patrolling Bathurst 
Island, which is approximately 500 kilo-
metres from Resolute Bay, Nunavut. 

This year will also see Canada and 
the U.S. working together during a joint 
training operation. 

A dive team including divers from the 
Royal Canadian Navy and the U.S. Navy 
will also be a part of this exercise, which 
will ensure the capability to respond to any 
situation in the frigid North. In addition, the 
New York Air National Guard’s 109th Airlift 
Wing Team will be operating in Resolute 
Bay and out of Greenland. 

The mission will take place under the 
guidance of Canadian Rangers from 1 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group. 

“This operation is just one example of 
Joint Task Force (North)’s ongoing presence 
throughout the Canadian Arctic. Our per-
sonnel are Northerners — they understand 
that operating in the Arctic is important 
and requires respect for this environment 
that can be as harsh as it is beautiful,” said 
Captain Derek Moss, deputy commander 
of Joint Task Force (North). 

HMCS REGINA SEIZES LARGE 
SHIPMENT OF DRUGS
IN A SERIES of frustrating stories on 

the Royal Canadian Navy and her vessels, 
HMCS Regina has risen out of the fray 
to provide a great success story for the 
Navy and Canada. On patrol in the Indian 
Ocean, HMCS Regina effectively disrupted 

a narcotics shipment patrol as part of 
Operation ARTEMIS. 

“This successful drug seizure is a 
result of the patience and perseverance,” 
enthused Commander Dan Charlebois, 
commanding officer of HMCS Regina. “It 
is also a credit to our collective capabil-
ity to work together with our CTF 150 
[Combined Task Force 150] partners to 
respond in a timely and effective manner to 
threats to maritime security and commerce 
in the region.”

In these international waters, HMCS 
Regina played a crucial role in her first 
drug seizure, intercepting and boarding 
the vessel in question off the east coast of 
Africa. Upon boarding the crew discovered 
132 packages of heroin, weighing a total 
of 132 kilograms. The illegal drugs were 
confiscated and documented before 
being destroyed at sea, preventing any of 
the narcotics from reaching their planned 
beneficiaries. 

“HMCS Regina’s narcotics disruption 
during Operation ARTEMIS demonstrates 
the Government of Canada’s resolve to 
help rid the region of activities that serve 
as a threat to maritime security and com-
merce while keeping illicit narcotics off 
Canadian streets,” said Rob Nicholson, 
Minister of National Defence.

Operation ARTEMIS is a growing multi-
national maritime task force, which aims to 
combat terrorism across the Red Sea, the 
Gulf of Aden, the Indian Ocean, and the 
Gulf of Oman. It is Canada’s contribution 
to Combined Task Force 150. HMCS 
Regina is an integral part of this maritime 
security and counter-terrorism operation. 

OP NUNALIVUT UNDERWAY
SOLDIERS AS WELL as air and 

naval personnel will have to dress very 
warmly as they brave the harsh, cold, and 
unforgiving climate of Canada’s North. 
One of Canada’s top Arctic operations is 
currently taking place in the area around 
Resolute Bay, Nunavut. Joint Task Force 
(North) is conducting the operation from 
April 3 to May 3. The operation is meant 
to develop both combined and joint 
operations methods and Arctic skill sets. 

The majority of CAF personnel will 
be deployed in late April, with up to 250 
members participating. Temperatures 
for the mission will average around -20 
degrees Celsius, with a relentless and 
unforgiving wind. 

This operation has been held annually in 
Canada’s North since 2007. It’s a chance 

Arctic Exercise, RCN Drug Busts, 
RCAF at 90 & CFB Halifax Upgrade

IN THE NEWS

HITS AND MISSES4

A very snowy Ranger Melina Tessier-
Fontaine from Dawson City, Yukon, poses 
during the closing ceremony of last year’s 

Operation NUNALIVUT. The operation is 
held annually, training Canadian soldiers 

against the Arctic’s harsh conditions.  
(cpl pierre letourneau, 19 wing comox, dnd)
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“[The crew] have worked tirelessly 
since taking over from HMCS Toronto in 
February,” said Commodore Daryl Bates, 
commander of Combined Task Force 150. 
“In conjunction with the recent efforts 
of warships from the French, United 
States and Royal Australian navies, the 
Royal Canadian Navy has continued to 
prove that the national contributions to 
Combined Maritime Forces can have a 
real impact on terrorist organizations by 
disrupting their lines of funding.”

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR 
FOR OPERATION CARIBBE
TWO MORE SHIPS are returning 

home after successfully serving Canada 
in international waters. Their task was 
to intercept illegal drug shipments in the 
eastern Pacific Ocean and, according 
to many, they can proudly say they ac-
complished this mission. Her Majesty’s 
Canadian Ships Nanaimo and Whitehorse 
returned home on April 7 from a five-week 
mission. They were deployed as part 
of Operation CARIBBE, a multinational 
campaign against illicit trafficking by inter-
national organized crime in that region. 

The CAF has been involved in this 
operation since November 2006. In 2013, 
Operation CARIBBE successfully seized 
more than 5,000 kilograms of cocaine. 
HMCS Nanaimo and Whitehorse are both 
Kingston-class vessels designed specific-
ally for surveillance and patrolling coastal 
waters, which are essential attributes in 
identifying potential drug-carrying ships. 
The RCAF has been providing CP-140 
Aurora aircraft as a part of Operation 
CARIBBE 2014, with one aircraft already 
finishing its task this past January. 

“I would like to welcome home the 
crews of the HMCS Nanaimo  and 
Whitehorse, and congratulate them 
on their accomplishments as part of 
Operation CARIBBE. Their work with 
our international partners in disrupting 
organized crime has helped keep illegal 
drugs off of our streets,” said Minister 
of National Defence Rob Nicholson in a 
news release.

Operation CARIBBE is a part of 
Canada’s commitment to working with 

other countries in North, Central and South 
Americas, especially the U.S. Coast Guard. 

THE RCAF TURNS 90
THIS IS A YEAR of commemoration for 

the Canadian Armed Forces: the centennial 
of World War One and many of the regi-
ments who served for the country; major 
battles overseas; and the final chapter of 
the mission in Afghanistan. To add to this 
impressive and significant list of historical 
dates, April 1 marked the 90th anniversary 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

The RCAF has an expansive history, 
dating back to World War I and a reluctant 
Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie 
King. It may have been born in reluc-
tance but it flourished with strength. To 
remember and highlight this honour, Rob 
Nicholson, Minister of National Defence, 
issued an official statement: 

“Canadian aviators have been recog-
nized for their illustrious service as far back 
as the First World War, when they were 
heralded within the Royal Flying Corps 
for their outstanding bravery. On April 1, 
1924, the Canadian Air Force formally 
became the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
and a permanent component of Canada’s 
defence forces. In the 90 years that have 
followed, Canadians at home and abroad, 
as well as our partners and allies around 
the world, have come to recognize and re-
spect the professionalism and capabilities 
of our brave airmen and airwomen.”

The current aims of the RCAF call for 
a responsive and effective air power to 
meet the defence challenges of today 
and into the future. “As we look to the 
future of the Canadian Armed Forces,” 
Nicholson said, “we will continue to count 
on the extraordinary contribution of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force to Canada’s 
sovereignty and security.”

MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PROJECT 
SET FOR CFB HALIFAX
IN EARLY APRIL, the Canadian govern-

ment announced plans for a multi-million 
dollar construction project for Halifax 
military facilities. In the wake of tightening 
defence budgets, Minister of National 
Defence Rob Nicholson announced the 

beginning of two Halifax-area projects 
worth $208.6 million, which are expected 
to generate about 380 jobs.

The first project will be a new housing 
and training facility for the junior ranks at 
Canadian Forces Base Halifax. The building 
contract, worth $64 million, was awarded 
to Halifax companies Aecon and SLI. For 
the second project, a new armoury will be 
constructed in Bedford. It will be named 
the Major Robert Campbell Risley Armoury. 
PCL Constructors Canada was award a 
$6.1 million contract for this project. 

The first phase of construction for the 
junior ranks facility will hopefully be com-
pleted by 2016. This phase will include the 
construction of a complex that includes 
quarters, a mess hall and other shops and 
service stations. 

“Today’s announcement by our gov-
ernment is truly welcomed by all Nova 
Scotians. These significant investments in 
infrastructure not only help to support and 
contribute to the well-being of our men and 
women in uniform,” said Peter MacKay, 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
of Canada, “they also provide valuable 
job opportunities and economic benefits 
for local communities, and the Halifax 
region as a whole, contributing to greater 
economic growth for all of Nova Scotia.”

U.S. UNEXPECTEDLY ENTERS 
CANADIAN AIRSPACE 
A U.S. NAVY DRONE entered Canadian 

airspace off the coast of Nova Scotia in 
early April. It was flying over the Atlantic 
Ocean on a trip to Maryland from the 
Middle East. The Canadian zone sits about 
230 kilometres southwest of Yarmouth. 
The drone, which has a 40-metre wing-
span, was forced to divert its path due to 
bad weather. 

The drone entered about three kilo-
metres into Canadian-controlled airspace, 
but posed no danger because drones fly 
at altitudes above 15,240 metres. 

The case was referred to the Royal 
Canadian Air Force to improve coordina-
tion and to ensure a mistake like this does 
not happen again. 
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Keeping his 
memories alive

AS FAR AS I was concerned, the military was very 
good to me, I felt confident. For the first time in my 
life, I felt that I’m somebody, I’m a regular Canadian 
citizen, and no discrimination when I was in the armed 
forces. When I was a civilian there was a lot of racial 
discrimination. But, as far as I’m concerned, there was 
no discrimination in the armed forces.

I was very happy. I remember when 
I was in the service, I used to get a lot 
of invitations into people’s homes for 
dinner. It was hard to believe. Here I was 
Chinese and I’m supposed to be inferior 
to the Caucasian, and yet, I was invited. 
I’m in Ottawa and I was invited to their 
home for Christmas dinners. They’d say, 
“You live too far away, well come and 
join us for Christmas.”

Our unit was the second echelon 
workshop. It’s a mobile workshop and 
our main function was to follow the artil-
lery; the Army Group, Canadian Royal 
Artillery (AGCRA). Wherever they go, we 
were right beside them, repairing their 
guns. So we came under enemy fire.

In France, there and after [the battle 

of] the Falaise [Gap], we went into the City of Caen. I 
remember — that city was supposed to be taken by the 
Allies on D-Day. But it wasn’t taken until six or seven 
weeks later, so it took a lot of fighting, in that area. And 
I went in there, oh God, the stench was so bad that I 
vomited. So many people dead, people — you know — 

not buried and everything. Oh, God, 
the smell was, ugh. That’s the first time 
I vomited there. Then going through 
France, when the Germans were in full 
retreat, it was really nice you know. 
Every time we stopped, French people 
would come out with wine and food. 
There’s one small, little village in France 
called Équeurdreville. We were the first 
unit to enter that town. The people were 
so happy that, later on, we got a letter 
from them saying they had put a plaque 
right in the town’s square — they didn’t 
get our unit number, but they got my 
[CO’s name] — “Commanding Officer 
Major Thomas Quan, officers and men.”

Being the only Chinese, I was treated 
the same. I was still surprised when, 
after we landed in Normandy, on Juno 

FRANK BING WONG
WWII VETERAN

FRANK BING WONG, a Chinese-Canadian veteran of the Canadian Army during the 
Second World War, served in the Northwest Europe campaign and recollects the sights of 
battle and the impact of the liberation of Holland. His story was selected to commemor-
ate May as both Asian Heritage Month and the 69th anniversary of the Liberation of the 
Netherlands by Canadian troops. Below is an edited excerpt of his story, available on the 
Memory Project website. 
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Frank Wong standing in front of the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris, France, 1945. 

He served in the Northwest European 
campaign and the liberation of Holland.
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“I remember in Holland, when we first moved in there, the people were 
starving. I remember some young kids, when we would put some of the 
garbage in the garbage can, they were fighting all over the garbage. So 
naturally, we’d eat half of our meal, and then we gave the other half to the kids.”

Beach — perhaps a week, or ten days after that, they 
made me a corporal. And I said, “Wow, I’m surprised,” 
I said, “I’m the only Chinese!” And yet, I was made a 
corporal. So, I had no problem with my unit, the people 
respected me. 

It was kind of sad, you know. I remember in Holland, 
when we first moved in there, the people were starving. 
I remember some young kids, when we would put some 
of the garbage in the garbage can, they were fighting 
all over the garbage. So naturally, we’d eat half of our 
meal, and then we gave the other half to the kids. When 
our officer found out what we were doing, he put the 
guards around the whole — like our kitchen — to prevent 
these kids from coming into our line to pick up scraps. 
They said, “You need the food.” We’d say, “We have the 
organization that’s bringing in the food to defeat the 
civilian [hunger].” They’d say, “You need all the food.”

At that time, while we were in Holland, we were at the 
end of our supply line. All the supplies had to be shipped 
from Juno Beach in France, back up. It was about 300 or 
400 miles. At that particular time, our three tonne trucks 
were more important than the tank. They said, the priority 
was ammunition and petrol. So as a result of the food, 
they cut our ration back, just so many calories per day, 
because you know, it takes time to ship all that stuff out. 
Once we captured Antwerp [Belgium], that was the main

The Memory Project Archive is creating an 
unprecedented record of Canada’s participation 

in the Second World War and Korean War as seen 
through the eyes of thousands of men and women 

who were there. It provides every living veteran with 
the opportunity to preserve their memories through 
recorded interviews and digitized memorabilia. Their 

stories are available, in both official languages, at 
www.thememoryproject.com and  

www.leprojetmemoire.com.

Created in 2001, The Memory Project Speakers 
Bureau is a bilingual educational program designed to 
connect veterans, serving soldiers, and students online 

and in classrooms across the country. The Speakers 
Bureau includes 1,500 volunteers from across Canada 
who visit classrooms and community groups sharing 
their stories. Memory Project speakers represent a 

wide range of conflicts, including the Second World 
War, Korean War, Peacekeeping Operations, and other 
Canadian Forces experiences. To date, these veteran 
and Canadian Forces volunteers have reached more 

than 1.5 million Canadians. For more information, 
to register as a volunteer, or to book a speaker for 
your classroom or community group, please visit 

www.thememoryproject.com/speakers-bureau/ or  
www.leprojetmemoire.com/bureau-des-orateurs/.

The Memory Project Archive and The Memory Project 
Speakers Bureau are initiatives of Historica Canada, 

the largest independent organization dedicated to 
Canadian history, identity and citizenship.

with the support of

OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP IMAGE:  A Chinese-Canadian, Frank Wong 
enlisted with the Canadian Army and served in the Northwest Europe 
campaign during the Second World War. This picture of Frank is 
dated 1942.

LEFT:  Frank Wong during basic training, Vernon, British Columbia, 
1942. As a minority serving in the Canadian Army during the Second 
World War, Frank was welcomed by his fellow soldiers — in the unit 
and in their homes.
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BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 

The Bren Gun 
Scandal: 
What’s new is old, after all! 

4

OVER THE LAST decade, the Can-
adian government has bungled military 
procurement issues repeatedly. Little 
else could explain the fanfare and hul-
labaloo that surrounded the announce-
ment of a new Defence Procurement 
Strategy (DPS) in February and, one 
month later, the successful awarding of a 
$4.2-million contract for 28,000 pairs of 
new boots from Kodiak Group Holdings.

While all kit is important, the relatively 
minuscule value of the purchase can 
hardly compensate for the nightmarish 
carnival of mayhem that procurement 
has become. While the F-35 fiasco is 
certainly the most widely publicized, 
the government recently interrupted the 
$2-billion close combat vehicle (CCV) 
acquisition program, and even trucks 
proved a topic beyond their manage-
ment. The list seems endless and is 
hardly erased by the purchase of a few pairs of boots.

Unfortunately, it is nothing new. Seventy-five years ago things 
were, arguably, little different as the Bren gun scandal of 1936 to 
1939 clearly demonstrates. The Bren gun became an exceptional 
weapon, and many regard it as the best light machine gun of 
the last century. Almost 190,000 were produced in Canada for 
the Canadian Forces and for export to countries including Great 
Britain and China. Despite its ultimate success, the Bren gun 
program stumbled out of the gate. 

In the mid-1930s the British Army spent two years testing 
machine guns to replace the World War One-vintage Lewis gun. 
Included in the trials were the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR), 
which was eventually adopted by the American military (gangster 
John Dillinger’s weapon of choice) and the Vickers-Berthier, 
an Anglo-French design. The British military attaché in Prague 

recommended the Zb26 built in Brno, 
Czechoslovakia. The latter weapon was 
selected and designated the Bren. The 
name is derived by combining Brno, the 
name of the Czech city where the Zb26 
was originally designed, with Enfield, 
the site of the British Royal Small Arms 
Factory where the British version was to 
be manufactured.

In 1936 a license to manufacture 
was negotiated and the original design 
modified to meet British specifications. 
The magazine, designed to accom-
modate the rimless Mauser cartridge, 
had to be redesigned (curved) to 
accommodate the rimmed Lee-Enfield 
.303 round. The barrel-cooling fins were 
eliminated, and the butt and gas block 
were also slightly modified.

The resulting weapon had an effective 
range of 550 meters when fired from the 

prone position with the bi-pod deployed. Strangely, the vented 
gas that operated the breech block was so powerful that it pulled 
the weapon forward (essentially, negative recoil) causing it to walk 
away from the firer. To stabilize the weapon, bulleted cartridges 
were often hammered into the holes in the feet of the bi-pod.

The principal criticism of the Bren, and one surely rare in the 
annals of military history, was that it was too accurate. Operational 
research later revealed that, even at the limits of its range, its cone 
of fire was so tight that in a small group of soldiers often one 
would be wounded numerous times while others, within meters, 
would remain untouched. In the field, operators sought out worn 
barrels to reduce the Bren’s accuracy and enlarge its cone of fire.

Having made their decision, the British Army approached the 
Canadian Army inquiring as to their interest in also adopting the 
weapon. It is at this point the project fell off the rails. Canada 

HISTORY

by Bob Gordon
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Female worker Sophie Nicolak operates a machine 
stamping Mandarin characters from a metal plate to 

the body of a Bren gun for shipment to China from the 
John Inglis Co. plant, circa 1944. The inscription, in 

Chinese, reads: “Seven Nine Bren Made in Canada.” 
(ronny jaques, national film board of canada, lac)
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“The principal criticism of the Bren, and one surely rare in the annals 
of military history, was that it was too accurate.”

was interested in the gun, but wanted 
to manufacture it in Canada. In the 
depths of the Great Depression, the 
potential for manufacturing jobs in this 
country was of paramount import-
ance. Despite the British decision 
to adopt the Bren and supervise its 
modification to British standards, it 
would prove to be too many months 
before the weapons could be pro-
duced in Canada. 

By the summer of 1936, the deci-
sion was made to adopt the Bren and 
its production in Canada was impera-
tive. That same year, the Canadian 
Army received two prototype Brens 
for examination. In the fall of 1936, the 
Canadian government sent a deputa-
tion of officers, industrialists, and 
bureaucrats to Britain to familiarize 
themselves with the Bren, in particular, and the British armaments 
industry, in general. 

Included in the group were James Hahn, president of the John 
Inglis Company, and Liberal MP Hugh Plaxton, who represented 
the electoral district of Trinity. The Inglis Company’s huge 
Strachan Avenue plant was located in Plaxton’s riding. Hahn 
carried with him a letter of introduction to the War Office from Ian 
A. Mackenzie, Minister of National Defence. All three eventually 
became key players in the Bren gun scandal.

Following this energetic and promising start, the project slowed 
to a crawl. An Order in Council to actually begin manufacturing 
took almost two years to be issued. Indeed, it was not until 
March 21, 1938 that it became official. In today’s somnambulant 
bureaucratic morass that may seem remarkably quick, but in the 
1930s it was not seen as such. The Canadian Army calculated that 
it required 7,000 Brens and the Canadian government received 

approval to manufacture them in Can-
ada. Alas, it was discovered that the 
production of such a small number of 
weapons was simply not viable. Only 
when the British agreed to purchase 
an additional 5,000 Bren guns did the 
idea make any economic sense. 

Prime Minister William Lyon Mack-
enzie King, no military man, was 
terrified of anything smacking of 
commitment to a British defence 
policy, and even a co-manufacturing 
agreement was questionable. He 
dithered. In January 1938, as co-
incidental contracts and the start of 
manufacturing neared, a member of 
the Interdepartmental Committee on 
the Control of Profits on Government 
Armaments Contracts suggested that 
there was no risk of Canada being 

attacked by Germany or Italy, and Japan was already occupied 
in China. He concluded that resolution of the Bren gun issue 
should wait months and could wait at least a year. There was 
simply no sense of urgency.

In Britain, the War Office was also baulking. Their order 
for 5,000 Bren guns was delayed numerous times over their 
objections to dealing with Inglis directly rather than the federal 
government. Details of the contract itself also triggered offers 
and counteroffers. Finally, on March 21, 1938, a contract with the 
British War Office for 5,000 Bren guns was signed simultaneously 
to the Canadian contract for 7,000. The Canadian contract called 
for delivery to commence April 1, 1940.

When the project finally seemed back on track it exploded onto 
the political scene and the public consciousness. Soon after the 
contracts were signed Maclean’s crusading editor, W. Arthur Irwin, 
sensed a story. He hired George Drew — a lawyer, first chairman 

HISTORY
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The Chinese Nationalists were a foreign client of the John 
Inglis Co. and bought thousands of the light machine guns 
during the war. Major General Whang Ping-hing inspects a 
Bren gun during a visit of Chinese officials to the plant on 

February 27, 1942. (national film board)
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of the Ontario Securities Commission, lifelong Tory and virulent 
opponent of Prime Minister King — to start work on an exposé. 
Looking into the issue, Drew sensed a rat. The details about the 
agreement between the government and Inglis and the relationship 
between Inglis president Hahn and MP Hugh Plaxton was too tight 
and too Liberal. The story was published in the September 1, 1938 
issue of Maclean’s — released on August 25 — under the headline 
“Canada’s Armaments Mystery.” It immediately ignited a firestorm.

In Parliament, Minister of Defence Ian Mackenzie described 
the contract as a simple costs plus 10% agreement and “one of 
the finest contracts that was ever signed in the public interest of 
Canada.” It might have been “costs plus 10%,” but it was hardly 
“simple.” The devil was in the details and the details fed induce-
ments, bonuses, and benefits to all and sundry at the expense of 
the Canadian taxpayer. Hahn, alone among all the participants, 
was to be reimbursed for his travel costs during the 1936 trip to 
Britain and any other expenses incurred before the contract was 
signed, to a maximum of $20,000.

Drew listed these hidden perks in minute detail in his exposé. 
Executive salaries, legal and travel expenses, and some office 
expenses were to be paid over and above costs plus 10%. The 
government also agreed to pay the expenses for transporting 
and setting up the equipment it was ‘loaning’ Inglis. Neither all 
of the plant space nor all of the equipment was required for Bren 
production and, despite the federal government owning the 
equipment, Inglis alone was entitled to the profits from sales of 
any other weapons produced. Inglis could not help but do well 
out of the deal. All this in a contract that had taken neither bids 
nor tenders and simply been signed with Inglis. Amazingly, all of 
this was the small side of sleaze in the deal.

The bombshell fell in the second half of the article. Hugh Plaxton 
had always defended his actions as laudable attempts to secure 
employment for his constituents. Drew disclosed that Hugh’s legal 
firm, Plaxton & Co, were Inglis’ solicitors and regularly received 
significant income from this client. Further, through a series of shell 
companies, Hugh’s brother, Herb, also a senior partner in Plaxton 
and Co., actually controlled thousands of shares in Inglis and stood 

to profit handily when the contract was awarded to Inglis and the 
stock price rose. How much of this Hugh knew, or benefited from, 
was an open question. He had legally left the firm on October 12, 
1935, but maintained a suite within the firm’s offices.

British Canadian Engineering (BCE) controlled Inglis, with 
almost half of its shares owned by Investment Resources and 
Anglo Engineering. These appeared to be shell companies, created 
to distance Liberal lawyer Herb Plaxton from his role in Inglis via 
BCE. Drew revealed that the shell companies’ directors were none 
other than a law student and secretaries working in the offices of 
Plaxton & Co. Between the cheap deals and munificent details, 
there were many malodorous rats to be found.

Drew’s article concluded with 20 pointed questions that he 
insisted the prime minister must answer immediately. It read like, 
J’exige. “These are questions to which he [the PM] should there-
fore give an immediate answer.” They related to the suspicious 
activity around ownership of Inglis stock, the role of the Plaxtons 
et al., Hahn’s position in the 1936 excursion to examine the British 
small arms industry, and the entire question of no tender, no bid, 
costs-plus contracts.

King was slow to respond, even to his diary. It took almost a 
week after the Maclean’s article appeared for King to discuss the 
topic with Defence Minister Ian Mackenzie and “Chubby” Power, 
Minister of Pensions and National Health — elected as MP for 
Quebec South seven times, Power was a solid King loyalist. 
Cabinet had met the day before, but King was ill, sequestered at 
Kingsmere and did not attend. 

In the end, King adopted the suggestions of council and 
councillors: “I took the position very strongly that a judicial enquiry 
should be had, and had immediately.” He then noted that it would 
not affect the party and that, at most, Plaxton would have to be 
let loose. King concluded: “It is not the enemy we need to fear, 
but selfish interests within our party, and a desire of Ministers to 
meet the wishes of political friends.” King’s concerns were the 
future of his government, the Liberal Party, and national unity — 
national defence was simply not a priority, even when the issue 
was armaments.

Even before the Drew article, the withholding of precise details 
of the contract was raising ire. The Winnipeg Free Press was 
expressing a widely held sentiment when it editorialized in June 
that “the temper of this country is such that any revelation of 
excessive profits out of war or the preparations for war would 
react with quick and disastrous results upon the Government that 
had permitted them.” 

It is important also to reference the widespread anti-war stance 
of many voters. The very production of armaments was said to 
cause wars. Foreign ‘entanglements,’ including de facto if not 
de jure arms production agreements like the Bren contracts, 
were held to be responsible for WWI. Coupled with King’s 
spiritualist/Christian beliefs, these anti-war sentiments found a 
willing audience in the prime minister. Militarism, armaments and 
foreign entanglements were all issues King scrupulously avoided 
whenever possible. A scandal around them was anathema.

The Royal Commission was an astute strategy as King was 
demonstrating concern for good governance. If there was a 
problem, he wanted to find it and fix it. All of this was reinforced 

Ian Alistair 
Mackenzie 
immigrated to 
Canada in 1914 and 
served overseas 
with the 72nd 
Battalion, Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. 
He was a staff officer 
for the Canadian 
Railway Troops and 
was mentioned in 
dispatches. Elected 
to the federal House 
of Commons in 
1930, he served as 
Minister of National 
Defence from 1935 
to 1939. (dnd, lac, 
pa-063539)
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when Supreme Court Justice H. H. Davis, a Tory, was appointed 
to head the enquiry. King was also committing himself publicly 
and powerfully to his ministers and bureaucrats, confident that 
they would be exonerated. It was a bold stroke for a frequent 
fence-sitter, but the gamble was to pay off nicely.

Appointed in September, the Commission heard its first 
witness on September 19 and its last just five weeks later. 
By December 31, Justice Davis had compiled his report, and 
presented it to the House in the first half of January. The Royal 
Commission lightly reprimanded the government, notably for its 
lack of a tendering process. However, it also ruled that costs-plus 
contracts might be preferable due to the fine specifications 
required and the experimental nature of a Canadian armaments 
industry. Essentially, it concluded that the decision would have 
to be made by the government on a case-by-case basis.

The Commission refused to rule on the contract process or 
the substance of the contract concluding, “that is a question 
for the Government and Parliament to pass upon.” The Royal 
Commission frequently resorted to this phrase as a result of its 
very narrow frame of reference.

On all other significant issues it completely exonerated the 
government, individual ministers and all members and senators. 
The report concluded: “there is no evidence that any member 
of the Senate or of the House of Commons of Canada was 
admitted to any share or part of the contract, or to any benefits 
to arise therefrom ...” It asserted similarly regarding senators or 
members playing a role in any of the companies holding shares 
in Inglis. Further, criminal charges were not recommended for 
the financial monkeyshine as the Royal Commission determined 
the question to be outside its jurisdiction. 

The Commission also concluded that there was no evidence 
of corruption at any level from the minister and deputy minister 
down through the department. “There is no evidence (nor in the 
evidence is their any ground for suspicion) that the Minister or 
the Deputy Minister or any officer or official of the Department of 
National Defence was guilty of any act of corruption or anything 
in the nature of corruption.” Charges of corruption had been 
dismissed out of hand. Plaxton, Mackenzie, and Hahn did not 
face jail and King’s government was free of that taint.

King had good reason to be smugly self-satisfied with his 
decision to call a Royal Commission. “Nothing could be better 
than the fact that we ordered an enquiry immediately and ap-
pointed a Conservative Judge of the Superior Court to conduct 
the enquiry.” King had gambled and won. The payout was the 
report itself. King positively crowed to his diary on January 13, 
1939: “The report is a complete vindication of the Government 
and of the wisdom of instituting the enquiry that even the ap-
pearance of anything corrupt might be removed in the matter of 
our defence programme.”

Furthermore, King was delighted to act on the Royal Commis-
sion’s single recommendation. “If the policy of private manufac-
ture of war munitions and armaments is to be continued ... [the 
decision] should be put in the hands of an expert advisory group 
of competent business men … These persons should constitute 
a board (which might be known as the ‘Defence Purchasing 
Board’),” the report proposed. Anything that moved the focus 

of decision-making on armaments and munitions away from the 
government and into the bureaucracy, catered to King’s own 
interests. If a committee of experts made a decision, he could 
ride along with it. He could claim responsibility if it succeeded 
and deflect blame onto the board if it failed. This recommendation 
was acted on before the year was out. The Defence Purchases, 
Profits Control, and Financing Act (1939) established the Defence 
Purchasing Board (DPB) on July 14, 1939 and the War Supply 
Board (WSB) on November 1, 1939.

The contract, in detail, was loaded with exceptional perks, 
benefits and recompense for various expenses. Coupled with the 
costs-plus structure, the contract guaranteed Inglis a windfall at 
the expense of the Canadian taxpayer. When the total contract 
numbers rose from 12,000 to 190,000 Bren guns, Inglis and its 
investors, including Hahn and Herb Plaxton, hit the jackpot. The 
Royal Commission, however, ruled that all these questions were 
outside its realm of investigation.

The scandal did not result in criminal charges against 
Mackenzie, nor did it lead to his resignation. However, moving 
forward, the question was no longer “if” but “when” Mackenzie 
would go. He had revealed a woeful ignorance of his portfolio, 
confessing to not have read the Bren gun contract. This admis-
sion, coupled with his frequent bouts of drunkenness and equally 
frequent performances while visibly and severely hung over, 
sealed his fate. 

In early February, King confided to his diary that Mackenzie 
was not up to the task. “I could see it was the effect of the 
alcohol which is the most dangerous and treacherous of all 
guides … There was a time I really believed he might succeed 
to the leadership of the Party, but that time has disappeared.” 
After his abysmal Royal Commission performance, Mackenzie’s 
political career was not over, but it was doomed.

The real victims were the Canadians in uniform. The Canadian 
government had planned to purchase Brens back in 1936. How-
ever, when war broke out in September 1939, only 29 Bren guns 
had been issued to the Canadian Army. In And No Birds Sang, 
his memoir of service with the Hasty Pees, Farley Mowat wrote 
that his unit had hired a local furniture manufacturer to make a 
dozen wooden dummy Bren guns based on a photograph, so 

George Drew’s article 
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that governed the province 
for more than four decades. 
(l. lyonde, library and 
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they could ‘train.’ In the West, entire militia units shared guns, not 
among themselves but between themselves. A unit would receive 
one, have days or weeks at best to attempt to train on it, and then 
forwarded it to another unit. Like Depression-era vagrants riding 
the rods, the handful available circulated throughout the army. 

Canadians arrived in Britain unfamiliar with a weapon system their 
government had decided to purchase four years earlier but was 
unable to find the commitment to actually manufacture. 

April 1, 1940 is the date the first shipment of Bren guns was 
due to the Canadian Army. If the contract had not taken 20 months 
to finalize, that date could have been August 1938. Instead, 
August 1938 was the month Drew’s article put the scandal in the 
headlines. If the contract had not been delayed, the Canadian 
Army would have had hundreds not dozens of Bren guns in 
September 1939.

In broader terms this scandal made King, a peace-lover shy of 
foreign commitments, even coyer toward Mars. By both inclina-
tion and experience King was deeply and profoundly anti-war. 
Politically, warfare brought the bitter election of 1917 and the 
conscription crisis to mind. War threatened his government, the 
Liberal Party and national unity; as noted earlier, these were dear 
to his heart and, most importantly, the keys to his retaining power. 

The Bren gun contracts were his first tentative step into 
rearmament and he burned his toes. He would remain reticent 
and Canada would remain woefully unprepared for modern, 
mechanized warfare in part because of the whiff of scandal 
associated with the Bren gun contracts. In the case of the Bren 
gun contract, the taxpayer absorbed the economic costs and the 
uniformed paid the human cost in casualties. 

An iconic 
photograph of the 
end product in 
the field. Private 
H.E. Goddard 
of The Perth 
Regiment carrying 
a Bren gun 
while advancing 
through a forest 
north of Arnhem, 
Netherlands on 
April 15, 1945. 
Almost 190,000 
Brens would be 
built in Canada 
by the Inglis 
Company. (capt. 
jack h. smith, dnd, 
lac, pa-166370)
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TRENCH RAIDING:
The costs and benefits of raiding
PART VI

by Bob Gordon

RAIDING AND IRREGULAR warfare 
have been fundamental features of the 
Canadian way of war for at least two 
centuries and, arguably, for millennia. 
Raids and ambushes rather than 
pitched battles were the North Amer-
ican First Nations’ approach to combat. 
Raiding’s effectiveness compelled les 
Canadiens to also adopt the tactic. 

Known as la petite guerre or der 
kleine Kreig, it entailed “small-unit 
operations, loose formations, informal 
dress, swift movement, fire discipline, 
ambush and surprise attack,” accord-
ing to historian Ian McCulloch. By the 
Seven Years War (1756-1763) senior 
officers, both British and French, freely 
acknowledged that First Nations’ war-
riors and les Canadiens were “Equal if 
not superior in that part of the world 
to veteran troops” wrote an officer on 
Montcalm’s staff. One of his British 
counterparts opined, they “certainly 
surpass all troops in the universe, owing 
to their skill as marksmen.” Their 
superiority compelled the British to 
introduce both light infantry and their 
own ranger program, including most 
famously, (Major Robert) Rogers’ Rangers. With this long history 
of ranging and raiding it is not surprising that during WWI the 
Canadian Corps developed a reputation for raiding frequently 
and ferociously.

Raiding was a tactic that terrified the troops in the trenches 
opposite the Canadian Corps. It bears repeating that one 
infantryman, writing to his brother, expressed personal fear of 
Canadian raiders: “I hope that the Canadians are not in trenches 
opposite you, for they jump suddenly into our trenches causing 

great consternation and before cries for 
help can be answered, disappear again 
into the darkness.” German war diaries 
and after action reports along with 
other letters and diaries also attest to 
their distaste for the Canadian practice 
of aggressive raiding. In the words of 
historian Daniel G. Dancocks, the Corps 
“had not initiated this form of warfare, 
[but] they certainly elevated it to an 
art form.” Bluntly, historian Tim Cook 
characterizes it as a “deadly art”.

Tradition, repute and expressions of 
disquiet from the enemy do not address 
whether it was all worth it. The material 
costs and benefits of raiding need to be 
addressed. Was it a cost effective and, 
therefore, successful tactic? 

The costs include casualties, ma-
terial expended and staff time planning, 
As well, engineers constructed saps, 
assault trenches and, often, mock ups 
of the objectives. The potential benefits 
include enemy casualties, destruction 
of enemy bunkers and emplacements 
and intelligence both human (prisoners) 
and material. Potentially raiding could 
suppress German patrols, intimidate 

wiring parties, eliminate outposts and restrict German activities 
in no-man’s-land, effectively blinding the enemy.

Initially, it is logical to look at the objectives identified in the 
operation orders for raids and determine if these objectives 
were achieved. Operation Order 57, January 1917, identified 
the objectives of the Calonne raid concisely: “To effect casual-
ties, secure booty, make prisoners, and destroy all dugouts, 
emplacements, etc., in the enemies system of trenches.” These 
two goals — destruction of men, material and defensive works, 
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“A Night Raid.” Canadians became well-known for 
their daring trench raids. In this charcoal sketch by 
H.J. Mowat, six Canadians leave the trenches to go 
on a raid. Under moonlight, they will thread through 

their own wire and into no man’s land before slipping 
through the enemy’s wire and launching their attack. 

(beaverbrook collection of war art, canadian war 
museum, 19710261-0431)
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“Successful raids also returned with prisoners frequently, and 
occasionally valuable documents and other intelligence.”

and the capture of men (prisoners) and 
material (booty) — were common to 
virtually all raids. 

Successful raids, those that penetrat-
ed the German trench system, frequently 
achieved these goals. Moreover, the raid-
ers became increasingly sophisticated. 
Early raids deployed shovels alone to 
destroy German saps, trenches and 
emplacements. By the summer of 1917 
sappers accompanied the first wave 
and detachments of sappers equipped 
with gun cotton, explosive charges and 
modified Stokes bombs specifically 
detailed to destroy dugouts followed 
in the second and third waves. In the 
unforgettable words of one, “You come 
to a dugout — light the fuse — drop the 
charge in and run like hell — look over 
your shoulder and see the dugout come 
out the door.” 

Absent from the explicit Calonne 
objectives is unit identification and 
intelligence but it was regularly cited as 
a raid’s objective. However, details about the Germans opposite 
was usually already known — passed on to the new trench 
denizens by the unit they replaced or discerned by routine patrol-
ling. Successful raids also returned with prisoners frequently, 
and occasionally valuable documents and other intelligence. 
Documents were more often destroyed rather than captured as 
a result of the necessary practice of bombing dugouts before 
investigating their contents. Mapping of trenches, dugouts, 
ammunition dumps, HQs and other details could provide valu-
able information, although only to the depth that the raiders 
penetrated. In sum, it would seem that the intelligence value of 
raiding was strictly limited but raids’ potential to cause casualties, 
mayhem and destruction was considerable.

On the other side of the ledger are 
the material and human costs of raid-
ing. A raid, as a small attack, required 
support from engineers and artillery 
and the corresponding use of supplies 
and ordinance, with the exception of 
sand bags, wire and other equipment 
required defending a captured position. 
The human costs raise another issue. It 
has been suggested that raiding cost a 
unit its most aggressive, motivated and 
experienced soldiers. In other words, 
casualties from raiding cost a unit 
its ‘best and brightest’ and impaired 
combat effectiveness more than the loss 
of random soldiers. 

The 4th Division’s poor performance 
at Vimy Ridge has been attributed to the 
casualties it took during the fateful gas 
raid a month earlier. This argument fails 
to take into account the difficult object-
ives assigned to the 4th Division at Vimy 
Ridge — the most heavily defended and 
highest point on the ridge, surmounting 

the steepest approaches — and specific tactical errors committed 
by the divisional leadership. 

Most importantly, DND historian Bill Rawling has analyzed 
the performance of the 4th Division on the battalion level. He 
concludes that the battalions suffering the most casualties during 
the gas raid were not the worst performing battalions six weeks 
later at Vimy Ridge. At Vimy, the battalions involved in the gas 
raid achieved their objectives. In the 4th Division, the 87th Battalion 
alone failed to reach its objectives, and it was the only assault 
battalion in the 4th not involved in the gas raid. Thus, the asser-
tion of a causal connection between the gas raid casualties and 
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An aerial reconnaissance photograph of the opposing 
trenches and no-man’s-land between Loos and 

Hulluch in Artois, France, taken at 7:15 pm on July 
22, 1917. German trenches are at the right and 
bottom, British trenches are at the top left. The 

vertical line to the left of centre indicates the course of 
a pre-war road or track. (imperial war museum)

WWI: TRENCH RAIDING ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 78
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4. Limited rehabilitation and retraining 
funding.
5. Inadequate support for families.

Recommendations:
1. Eliminate or increase Service In-
come Security Insurance Plan (SISIP).
2. Increase Earning Loss Income to 
100 per cent for life.
3. Permanent Impairment Allowance 
to be made available to all veterans.
4. Lump-sum payments to equal those 
awarded by Canadian courts.
5. Exceptional Incapacity Allowance to 
be incorporated in the New Veterans 
Charter.
6. No distinction made between 
classes of reservists.
7. Attendance Allowance to be in-
cluded in the New Veterans Charter.
8. Provision for higher rates for veter-
ans with dependants.

This is a very short summary of a com-
prehensive submission, and I would rec-
ommend that any veteran wishing to see 
what NCVAC (and, by extension, perhaps 
their own member-association) is working 
towards, obtain a complete version. E-mail 
me at jlpeate@rogers.com and I will 
forward one.

IN PASSING
There has been brickbat for MP Parm Gill, 
Parliamentary Secretary to Minister Fan-
tino, who accused a leader of Canadian 
Veterans Advocacy of ‘partisanship’ 
and demanded that its funding sources 
be disclosed. I receive communications 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
VETERANS ASSOCIATIONS IN 
CANADA (NCVAC)
The NCVAC is an umbrella group repre-
senting 60 independent veterans’ organ-
izations. For years, veterans’ champion 
the late Cliff Chadderton was its chairman; 
Ottawa lawyer Brian Forbes now holds 
that position. (I have been associated with 
NCVAC for over 30 years as a representa-
tive of the Korean Veterans Association 
and later as NCVAC vice-chair). The 
Council has prepared a submission to the 
Standing Committee on Veterans Affairs, 
which I feel is an excellent account of what 
needs to be done for our veterans. I will 
try to summarize them. 

Concerns:
1. Decreased income and standard of 
living for veterans over 65 years of age.
2. Restricted implementation of 
Permanent Impairment Allowance.
3. Insufficient lump-sum disability 
payments.

frequently from Mike Blais (of CVA) as 
well as other veteran activists, and would 
be very surprised to learn that they obtain 
any funding except perhaps from within 
their own veteran groups. One instance 
did come to light where the Public 
Service Alliance (PSAC) supposedly 
sponsored a group of vets to a meeting in 
Ottawa. However, the union (who claimed 
to be supportive of veterans) showed 
its true colours when members strongly 
opposed the “priority hiring for disabled 
veterans” project. 

The PTSD problem is still with us — and 
likely to be for years to come. A disturb-
ing number of suicides among veterans 
are still coming to light but one aspect, 
equally serious, is not getting as much 
attention. A significant number of family 
assault cases (and locally, one murder 
charge) have been attributed to veterans 
allegedly suffering from this disorder. Now, 
it appears an Iraq War veteran killed a 
number of comrades before turning his 
gun on himself. According to one report, 
his complaint of a brain disorder after 
his return was discounted, as he was a 
truck driver and not a “sharp-end” soldier. 
(Perhaps some of the ‘experts’ should 
realize that in Afghanistan and other 
locations, the “sharp end” is everywhere). 

NCVAC recommends, Korea 
medals, student scholarships & 
VAC Minister Fantino

VETERANS NEWS & VIEWS

THE OLD GUARD 4

Les Peate
is a Korean War 
veteran based in 

Ottawa, and author 
of The War That 

Wasn’t: Canadians 
in Korea

Tense 
encounter: 
A member of 
the Queen’s 
Guard can be 
seen levelling 
his rifle, tipped 
with a bayonet, 
at the throat of 
a man in front 
of the gates of 
Buckingham 
Palace. (daily 
mail)
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The object of my rant is if you suspect any 
need for psychological help or counsel in 
a buddy or relative, try to obtain it — YOU 
could be a victim.

KOREAN WAR VETS TAKE NOTE
Many Korean War veterans have taken part 
in return visits to Korea and during their 
tour were presented with the “Ambassador 
of Peace” medal in recognition of their 
service. This award is now being made 

available to all Korean War veterans who 
served there between June 25, 1950 and 
July 27, 1953. Posthumous awards may 
be made on application by dependents.

Although it is not approved for wear on 
the left with official Canadian medals and 
decorations, it is nevertheless an attractive 
reminder of 60 or more years ago and 
well worth passing down to your family. 
It comes with a handsome certificate and 
lapel badge. I have application forms on-
line, or you could contact the Embassy of 
the Republic of Korea (Defence Attache) 
at 613-244-5027.

STUDENTS PLEASE NOTE
I have received word on three scholarship 
and bursary programs. The Canadian 
Airborne Forces Association offers schol-
arships to Association members, spouses 
and dependents, as well as Army Cadet 
qualified parachutists and members of 
affiliated Cadet Corps. Please contact Bob 
Janik at 613-547-3142. Families of past 
and present members of the Royal Can-

“Although it is not approved for wear on the left with official Canadian 
medals and decorations, it is nevertheless an attractive reminder of 
60 or more years ago ...”

VETERANS NEWS & VIEWS

adian Regiment can learn of the RCR schol-
arship by contacting http://thercr.ca/ 
main/index.php/the-rcr-association.

The Korean Veterans Association offers 
a bursary open to all students, regardless 
of any regimental affiliation. For details call 
Doug Finney at 705-579-0751. 

VETERANS AFFAIRS:  
THE POSITIVE SIDE (?)
Veterans Affairs Minister Fantino has 
announced a “voluntary payment” of 
$19.9-million towards alleviating condi-
tions of some veterans. Veterans and 
dependents will supposedly be compen-
sated for shortfalls in earning loss, income 
support and War Veterans Allowance. 
According to his statement, about 5,000 
veterans will benefit. They include 560 
War Veterans Allowance recipients eligible 
for VIP, 460 treatment benefits and 2,050 
vets needing long-term care. While this 
does not come close to meeting all the 
veterans’ needs, it is perhaps a step in 
the right direction.

The NCVAC has prepared a submission 
to the Standing Committee on Veterans 

Affairs in the hopes of getting significant 
changes made to the New Veterans 

Charter. (veterans affairs canada)
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Meanwhile the Veterans Ombudsman 
has a favourable report on the Veterans 
Independence Program. I quote Mr. Par-
ent: “VIP provides excellent value for the 
services it delivers and achieves its goal 
of keeping veterans living independently 
and with dignity in their homes for as long 
as possible in a cost-effective manner.”

HERE AND THERE
•  Well-known folk-singer J.P. Cormier 

has produced a CD of his new com-
position “Hometown Battlefield,” 
detailing the experience of a returning 
veteran. Twenty per cent of the pro-
ceeds go to “Paws Fur Thought” 
— a project to provide canine support 
for PTSD victims. To order, contact 
www.pawsfurthought1.com. A 
worthy cause!

•  I enjoy Chinese food, and have long 
been under the impression that it 
was good for keeping my weight 
down. Sadly, I found that the Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army has a 
problem: over the last two decades 
soldiers have gained an average 2 cm 

in height and 5 cm around their waist. 
This has led to cramped conditions in 
tanks and other military equipment.  
(I sympathize — my own career as an 
infantryman was based on the fact that 
when I joined, any applicant of 6’1” 
was rejected as too tall for the Comet 
tanks in use at that time).

•  It seems that a submarine, HMS Ar-
gyll, accidentally launched a torpedo 
in Plymouth Harbour. Luckily, it was 
a “dummy”; at least the Royal Navy 
can take comfort in the fact that its 
torpedo tubes function. (A comment 
to the “Army Rumour Service” site 
suggests that in view of the vessel’s 
name, this may be an effort on the part 

of Scottish nationalists).
•  Agent Orange has resurfaced, this 

time in an unusual location. Maine 
Governor Paul LePage presented 
a motion to have the U.S. govern-
ment recognize the effects on Maine 
National Guard members who were 
exposed while undergoing training in 
Camp Gagetown.

•  Liberal Veterans Affairs critic Jim Kary-
giannis has vacated his position after 
about six months on the job. During his 
“tour of duty” he has served veterans 
well — one notable effort was his 
continual encouragement to veterans 
to appear before the Commons Com-
mittee to express their concerns. Also 
‘moving on’ is the Deputy Veterans 
Ombudsman, Gary Welbourne, who 
is moving on to greater heights as the 
DND/CF Ombudsman.

•  NATO is 65 years old this month. 
Scott and I (both NATO vets) raise our 
glasses of Steinhager (or Slivovitz) 
to the thousands of Canadians who 
proudly wear the Special Service 
Medal with NATO clasp. 

ROBIN BRASS 
STUDIO

NEW AD 
COMING

Military humour: The latest defence cuts 
could mean the Canadian Army might have 

to revert to a bicycle MMG.
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  So you think you know your military history?
  Well, think again!

4AT EASE

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of 
our At Ease feature, a collection of military trivia and humour. The 
answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.
Good luck! Your input is welcome! 
Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

TRIVIA AND HUMOUR

1. What is a malvoisin?

2. What is contained in the butt 
of a Lee-Enfield No. 4 rifle? 

3. What is a Bobcat?

4. Which jet fighter was the first 
to enter service with the RCAF?

5. Which occurred earlier of the 
following pairs of events: 

(a) Paardeberg or San Juan Hill? 
(b) Pickett’s Charge or the 
surrender of Vicksburg? 

(c) Death of von Richthofen or the 
Hundred Days? 

(d) Britain’s declaration of war on 
Germany (WWI) or opening of the 

Panama Canal? 
(e) The Quebec Conference or the 

Atlantic Charter meeting?

6. Which country declared war on 
its former allies in two world wars?

7. A Coy, 72nd Heavy Tank 
Battalion (U.S. Army) has a 

Canadian connection. What is it?

8. Which Regiments sport the 
following cap badge insignia? 

(a) A wildcat with an angry 
arched back 

(b) Crossed machine-gun barrels 
(c) A stockade gate 

(d) A seashell 

9. What would you find at Fort 
Henry in 1955?

10. I was asked, “With the 
magazine on top of the body, 
how did you aim and sight a 

Bren gun?” How did we?
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WORTH IT? ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

PUBLISHER’S LETTER: ON TARGET ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Just prior to the crisis in South Ossetia, 
Canada had been one of the most strident 
voices urging the inclusion of both Georgia 
and Ukraine within the NATO alliance. In 
retrospect, the decision not to include 
these two countries into NATO was a 
wise one.

Under the terms of NATO’s mutual 
defence agreement, Russia’s military 
action in South Ossetia in 2008 and the 
recent annexation of the Crimea would 
have forced the alliance into World War III.

Given the massive potential conse-
quences of escalating these simmering 
conflicts, it is clearly apparent that western 
leaders need to fully educate themselves 
on the complexities of the existing div-
isions, loyalties and economic impact 
before simply taking sides.

The Black Sea and Caspian Sea regions 
have historically been flashpoints at the 
vortex of three former empires — Ottoman, 

Persian and czarist Russia. These entities 
are represented now in the forms of Turkey, 
Iran and the Russian Federation, but there 
are now four new independent republics 
and four self-proclaimed, unrecognized 
independent regions complicating the 
equation — without including Ukraine and 
the Crimea.

Add in the fact that the Baku-Tbil-
isi-Ceyhan pipeline from Azerbaijan, 
through Georgia, pumps over a million 
barrels of oil a day into Turkey and that 
40 per cent of western Europe’s oil 
and natural gas are pumped through 
pipelines across Ukraine, and suddenly 
the strategic global importance of this 
very challenging region becomes far 
too evident.

For Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
and Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 
to plunge Canada into the declared 
position of a “player” in the Ukraine crisis 
was foolhardy. They should have started 
by doing their homework and viewing 
this as a sensitive regional issue with 
potentially catastrophic consequences 
rather than fall back on their own simplis-
tic viewpoint, which is “Russia bad.” 

STRATEGY ... FROM P. 28

demonstrated by these Belgians’ country-
men Lucien Lippert and Remy Schrijnen, 
both of whom won the Iron Cross, First 
Class while serving in Walloon and Flem-
ish units of the non-unionized Waffen-SS 
on the Eastern Front. As well, General 
Dallaire’s description of the unionized 
Belgians’ behaviour is the polar opposite 
of his description of the highly disciplined, 
non-unionized French Foreign Legion in 
the same theatre of operations.

Despite these difficulties with introdu-
cing unionist culture into the CAF, Can-
adian military unions could still be viable, 
provided the Act or Article authorizing 
them meets certain conditions, to wit:

  ▶ An article/clause prohibiting unionized 
members from associating with civilian 
unions other than police unions, and 
especially prohibiting them from associating 
with civilian union leaders who have known 
links to foreign anti-Western forces or 
who have been subjects of inquiry and 
cross-examination at the Charbonneau 
Commission.

  ▶ An article/clause prohibiting unionized 
members from participating in general 
strikes in support of civilian unions, such 
as the recent Vancouver Port drivers’ 

strike that menaced the jobs of BC and 
Alberta lumber and retail employees and 
that added enormous storage fees to the 
cost of doing business for the people these 
employees worked for.

  ▶ An article/clause that reads, “Nothing 
in this Act/Article shall be construed 
as authorizing fraternization between 
unionized members and local civilians while 
on active duty.”

  ▶ An article/clause that reads, “Nothing 
in this Act/Article shall be construed as 
authorizing unionized members to engage 
in drunken brawls while on active duty.”

  ▶ An article/clause that reads, “Nothing 
in this Act/Article shall be construed as 
allowing unionized members to refuse or 
disobey orders to shoot dead the enemies 
of Canada, be these enemies foreign or 
domestic.”

With these caveats, it will be possible 
to allow Canadian troops to unionize in or-
der to protect themselves from command 
and political abuse while simultaneously 
preventing them from being exploited by 
civilian union leaders with agendas and 
while also preventing them from behaving 
like the unionized Belgians General Dal-
laire describes. 

Follow us on Twitter @EDC_Mag

consideration alongside traditional issues 
like NATO.   

In the post-Afghanistan, hopefully post-
recession era, Canada’s military deserves 
more than a shopping list of equipment 
to guide it. What’s more, antagonistic 
statements – recall Minister John Baird’s 
promise to “no longer go along to get 
along” – and an emphasis on ideology 
before evidence, are hardly replacements 
for a clearly defined vision of Canada’s 
defence needs in the 21st century.  

As with any good strategy, we must not 
put the horse before the cart. Deciding 
what Canada’s priorities are is the first 
step toward articulating a strategic vision. 
Instead of “resetting” a lackluster policy, a 
responsible government should spell out 
clear goals, and build a defence strategy 
around them. For New Democrats, the 
shortlist includes Canadian sovereignty, 
protecting Canadians through search 
and rescue operations and disaster relief, 
meeting our international obligations, and 
peacekeeping. 

In order to achieve a vision for Can-
adian defence policy for the 21st century, 
let’s shelve the CFDS, and undertake a 
Defence White Paper for Canada. 

The entire Baltic Sea – Caspian Sea region 
has been a hotbed of frozen conflicts since the 

dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. A Georgian 
tank, destroyed by Ossetian militia during the August 

2008 clash, rusts in a creek following the uprising. 
(scott taylor, esprit de corps)
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50 YEARS IN CYPRUS ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 49

LOUIS ST. LAURENT ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Eyes of Hunger,” compellingly calling for a need to help those who 
suffer. “The shadow of hunger and the wee eyes of want: Count 
ribs on the bodies-bone thin and face gaunt,” it begins, painting 
the images Willbond saw over and over in Africa.  His dabble 
with poetry has coined him with the nickname the soldier poet.

According to Major Edwards, Willbond’s family is another trust 
testament to his character. All three of Willbond’s daughters are 
registered nurses; one carries a doctorate. “It’s an outstanding 
family,” said Edwards, “It’s the kind of family that he and his wife 
raised, just as responsible in the public service as he himself.” 

 “No soldier likes to take the title of hero, soldiering is a 
team effort,” MGen MacKenzie said. “In Billy’s case, it wasn’t a 
concept, it was a demonstrated ability to carry on despite all his 
challenges he has throughout the years – funding, health care; 
it’s really amazing.” 

Willbond deals with many health issues and despite numerous 
hospital visits, he carries on, apologizing for the time he has to 
spend away in the hospital, said MacKenzie. Ethel also spoke 
to Willbond’s perseverance: “Billy is the kind of guy that soldiers 
on. He doesn’t let that slow him down,” he said. 

Elizabeth May spoke to his determination, saying Willbond’s 
commitment exceeded any hardships he faced. “Billy is so com-
mitted to his larger humanitarian goals. He’s a great Canadian. 
He’s served his country, but he doesn’t stop serving,” she said. 
“He’s really an inspiration to all of us. He is such a strong and 
dedicated caring person.”

The reaction from the children he helps is more than enough 
to keep Willbond going. The star of one of his many stories is 
a young boy, whose excitement takes over when Willbond is 
handing out toys. The young boy ran up to Willbond, reached a 
hand into the sack of toys and pulled out a toy giraffe. He put the 
giraffe under his arm and shot his hand back into the bag. This 
time he pulled out a gorilla. He shot his hand into the bag a third 
time and pulled out an elephant. “And finally he was just ready 
to grab another and a nun said ‘you put those back’ and I said, 
you let him keep these, those are his. He lit up and he ran, and 
he was hugging these things. He had never had a toy in his life,” 
recalled Willbond, “That smile makes it worth it.”

For Elizabeth May, Willbond has set a high standard for the 
way Canada could be. “I am just honoured to know him and 
as a member of parliament, my bosses are the people of my 
community,” she said. “In that sense, Billy is my boss and he is 
a wonderful boss and it’s an honour to work for him.” 

With the return of this last rotation from Afghanistan, and with 
NATO unlikely to undertake further long-term operations in the 
next decade, we are entering a period of intense debate about the 
future role of the Canadian Armed Forces. In the run-up to the next 
election, the major political parties are reformulating their foreign 
policy platforms, and the direction of the Forces should be a major 
part of the debate. So far, however, discussion of UN peacekeeping 
remains muted in the Canadian political landscape on all sides. 

Looking back on both the experience of Afghanistan and the 
lessons of Cyprus, greater consideration needs to be given for 
the role that Canada might play in United Nations peacekeeping 
in the decades to come.  

Joshua Libben researches United Nations peacekeeping as part 
of the doctoral programme at the University of Ottawa’s School 
of Political Studies

than to the United Nations demanded to know why the prime 
minister had broken with other members of the Commonwealth 
and refused to endorse Eden’s war. Newspapers, led by the 
Globe and Mail, were attacking St. Laurent and Pearson, calling 
the peacekeepers a “UN Police Farce.” 

St. Laurent would address these challenges in the House 
of Commons, where he reiterated his commitment to the UN’s 
dedication to peace and attacked those well-armed countries that 
would support it only when it was convenient to them: “Because 
the members of small nations are human beings just as are other 
people; because the era when the supermen of Europe could 
govern the whole world is coming pretty close to an end.”

Of course the Suez Canal is not Crimea and St. Laurent is not 
Harper. But this example should provide some context for modern 
conflicts in which it seems all too easy to beat one’s chest and 
challenge history with aggression. 

BILLY & ICROSS ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 24

Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent (far left) and Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs Lester B. Pearson (far right) pose with Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill (second from left) and British Foreign Secretary 
Anthony Eden (second from right) on their arrival at Rockcliffe Airport 
in Ottawa on June 29, 1954. (national film board of canada, library and 
archives canada, c-004047)

BELOW: The Women’s Missionary Society of Knox Crieff Presbyterian 
Church in Waterloo, Ontario, have been making Izzy Dolls since they first 
read of ICROSS Canada’s need in the local paper.
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DCNS & FREMM ...  CONT’D FROM PAGE 31

DCNS describes FREMM as a highly versatile front-line warship 
designed to “respond to all kinds of threats, whether from land, 
sea or air.” And when it comes to responding, the FREMMs have 
a lot of choice. The ships are able to carry surface-to-air missiles, 
surface-to-surface missiles, naval cruise missiles, torpedoes, 
guns up to 127mm, one (or two) helicopters, drones, and rapid 
intervention craft for special forces missions. When acting alone, 
they are capable of providing escort duties and gunfire support, 
and when used as part of a task force, they can accommodate a 
fleet operations staff directing warfare in one or several spheres.

In a physical sense, the RCN’s existing Halifax-class vessels, 
which date back to the mid-1970s, are markedly different than the 
Aquitaine. Although both classes of vessel have imposing guns 
on their bows and helo decks on their sterns, this is where the 

likeness ends. FREMM is a larger vessel — marginally longer and 
significantly wider — displacing approximately 6,000 tons com-
pared to the 4,470 tons displaced by the Halifax class. Her sleek 
“discretionary profile” makes her look stealthy, if that’s possible of 
a frigate, and no one would be surprised to know that she’d come 
equipped with an advanced suite of weaponry, a comparatively 
modern propulsion system and increased manoeuvrability.

But the real difference is in operational costs. Compared to a 
Halifax frigate, the French Navy’s Aquitaine only requires 40 per 
cent of the crew. Boissier explains that this was carefully built into 
the design, leveraging new technology in order to “balance the 
fighting needs of the ship with the cost of ownership to govern-
ment and taxpayers.” Compared to Canada’s existing frigates, he 
claims, savings through crew reduction on 15 FREMMs over their 
30-year life span would amount to more than $7 billion dollars.

During his speech in Ottawa, Boissier made a point that 
bears repeating: “Experience tells us that the Canadian Surface 
Combatant program is an extremely complex process, but one in 
which the simplest elements are often the most relevant.”

Canada has clawed defence spending back to pre-2007 levels, 
and in this economy there is little room for another military procure-
ment program gone wrong. Choosing FREMM for tomorrow’s RCN 
is a low-risk option that results in long-term savings, thousands of 
jobs, and a fleet of CSCs that rank among the best in the world. 

FREMM’s discretionary profile has earned it the “stealth frigate” 
moniker, while its weapons systems offer an impressive array of 
anti-air, anti-ship and land attack missiles. (dcns)
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got a really long-range IP network with data rates fast enough to 
stream video. It’s a viable alternative to satellite systems.

EdeC: Why would people need an alternative to satellite com-
munications?
Obst: The beauty of wideband HF is that while satellite com-
munications obviously have very high data rates, there are some 
scenarios where you can actually be denied satellite access. 
There are also times when you can’t afford the airtime. Satellites 
are like paying the roaming charges on your cell phone — it’s X 
dollars per minute. HF has no user fees.

EdeC: We’ve been talking about this from a maritime perspective, 
but can this technology be used elsewhere?
Obst: Think of communities up north that don’t have access 
to satellites because, above the Arctic Circle, you can’t often 
see them. Wideband HF could become the viable means to 
tie together remote communities. It could be invaluable in the 
Northwest Passage. The Arctic is the ideal set-up for this kind 
of technology.

EdeC: What type of range is capable with wideband HF?
Obst: Ottawa to the United Kingdom. A typical point-to-point call 
at sea is around 200 miles. If you did what is called a sky wave, 
which bounces off the atmosphere, you are almost unlimited. 

Visit Rockwell Collins Canada at CANSEC on May 28 & 29 for 
more reasons to put down the satellite phone.

ROCKWELL COLLINS ...  CONT’D FROM PAGE 32

enhancements, such as the addition of Velcro straps, and instruc-
tion labels can also be incorporated into designs.

Pelican controls every stage of the manufacturing process to 
ensure integrated performance between the customer’s equip-
ment and the protection solution around it, whether it’s one case 
or a thousand. This attention to detail means that Pelican’s custom 
solutions can be certified under numerous ATA, MIL-SPEC, 
and other testing and certification procedures — guaranteeing 
unrivalled performance and protection from worst-case scenarios.

A SOLUTION THAT SAVES
In the military, every effort is undertaken to mitigate risk whenever 
possible, and that extends from soldiers to the equipment they 
rely on. A permanent solution for equipment packaging is cost-
effective and significantly reduces transit risk — which translates 
into savings in other areas as well.

Disposable packaging, like wooden-crates, are a single-use 
product with multiple costs, including labour and parts. Add to 
that the increased risk of damage, the downtime associated with 
its construction, and the loss of productivity, the up-front costs for 
a Pelican Advanced Case Solution seems to make a lot of sense. 

Investing in a Pelican Advanced Case Solution for shipment 
and storage means that the cost of the product is amortized over 
its life — a life that is sure to last just as long as the equipment 
it is protecting.

MISSION CRITICAL SUCCESS
Pelican began nearly 40 years ago when U.S. Air Force veteran 
and avid scuba diver Dave Parker became fed up with the poor 
quality of his diving equipment. Since that time, Pelican has 
never waivered when it comes to manufacturing a superior 
product ideally suited to harsh conditions. It’s this commitment 
to quality that’s put Pelican at the top of their industry, trusted 
by organizations such as the Department of National Defence, 
General Dynamics, Ultra Electronics and IMP Aerospace. When 
they need a protective solution that’s not going to fail, they choose 
Pelican — experts at Mission Critical Success. 

PELICAN ...  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34

Above, a Pelican cut-n-weld container equipped with integrated metal 
decking ensures that equipment, such as this air-to-air refuelling pod 
(inset), is properly secured and protected. (pelican)

Designed and developed in Canada, Rockwell Collins’ SubNet Relay 
(pictured above) allows you to take existing legacy radio infrastructure 
to create an IP network. Although not a fancy-looking piece of Canadian 
tech, it represents a revolutionary leap in communication, especially in 
marine environments. (rockwell collins)

Above, a diagram showing how radio waves travel from a transmitting 
antenna to a receiving antenna by surface, space and sky waves. (u.s. army)
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LAW & ORDER ...  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 53 IN THE NEWS ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 55

management and combat operations, at home and abroad. To 
give true meaning to the “Canada First” appellation, emphasis 
and priority must continue to be placed on our own national 
requirement. 

We surmise that currently, the Canadian Forces is more 
equipped to fight a ground war in Afghanistan than to defend 
our borders in Iqaluit. This cannot be considered as placing 
Canada first. 

Fundamentally, the Canadian Forces must be able to protect 
Canada and the Security of Canadians. The emerging domestic 
threat is in the protection of vast arctic mineral resources, and 
we are not convinced that Canada’s current framework would be 
able to do the job of protecting the North. 

Perhaps instead of having a lieutenant-general posted in cushy 
Colorado Springs, another one posted in wine country Naples, 
Italy and yet another one posted in Brussels, Belgium, we may 
consider posting these persons to Iqaluit or Yellowknife, or to lead 
the third arm of the naval trinity: Arctic Command. 

COL. (RET’D) MICHEL DRAPEAU 
(left) practices law in Ottawa, with 

a focus on military law.  
JOSHUA JUNEAU (right), an 

associate at MDLO, was called to 
the bar of Ontario in 2012.

NAVY LEAGUE ELECTS NEW 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
ON APRIL 17, 2014 it was announced 

that Louise Mercier (pictured at right) was 
elected the national president of the Navy 
League of Canada during its recently held 
annual general meeting. 

The Navy League of Canada plays an 
instrumental role in youth development with its support of more 
than 12,000 young cadets in branches across Canada. The Navy 
League strives to provide programs to develop character and good 
Canadian citizenship values through activities with a maritime focus 
in addition to its sailing, music, and physical fitness programs.

Mercier is president of FMJ Solutions, an independent con-
sulting firm in Ottawa. In addition, she also works closely with 
Hill + Knowlton Strategies Canada as procurement associate. 
She serves as a board member of the Conference of Defence 
Associations Institute (CDAI) and sits on multiple corporate and 
defence committees. In 2004, she founded Women in Defence 
and Securities (WiDS) and has helped to raise thousands of 
dollars for scholarships for women pursuing academic excellence 
and who intend to contribute to the defence sector. In a recent 
feature in Esprit de Corps, Mercier was dubbed “The WiDS-ard of 
Ottawa” in recognition of her extended influence and connections 
throughout the entire defence sector (see Volume 21, Issue 3 for 
more information on Mercier).

“Dating back to 1895, The Navy League of Canada is an 
organization that is steeped in history and has stood the test 
of time. I am mindful that it takes thousands of volunteers to 
be successful, and it is an honour to belong to and lead such a 
national institution of dedicated individuals who give daily,” said 
Mercier following her election. 

Following in the steps of past president Vice Admiral (ret’d) 
Ron Buck, Mercier will be focused on reinvigorating partnerships 
with other youth organizations. She and her team will work to 
engage partners, coast to coast, to support Sea Cadet and 
Navy League national events, including the National Regatta 
in Kingston, ON; the Maritime Security Conference in Victoria, 
BC; Navy Appreciation Day on Parliament Hill, Ottawa; and the 
renewal project of the Canadian Cadet Program. 

~ with files from Megan Brush and Laurel Sallie



 may 2014  espritdecorps  77

MEMORY PROJECT ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 57

Allied supply port, and that 
then became our main supply 
base. Antwerp is one of the 
largest harbours — that was 
when all these ships could 
be used, because it’s closer, 
so all our supply, even for the 
American army, was coming in 
from Antwerp.

Another experience, in 
Vancouver, about two or three 
years ago. I had my overcoat 
and I had all my medals on. 
A young fellow came up to 
me, he said, “Oh, you served 

in Holland.” I said, “Yeah.” He said, “I want to thank you for 
liberating our country.” 

I feel that the people in Holland, the school kids in Holland, 
know more about the Canadian Army than the people here at 
home. We went to the military cemetery and every grave, every 
year they get a school kid lined up beside each grave. Then they 
put flowers in there at a certain time. So the kids when they’re 
finished, they would ask us for our autograph. I had a book, so I 
asked the kid, “Can I get your name and autograph?” And I can 
still remember, she wrote down, “Thank you for liberating our 
country,” and then she put one 
sentence there, “Your blood, our 
freedom.” I can still remember 
that sentence saying, “Your 
blood, our freedom.” That’s how 
they think of the Canadians. 

ABOVE: Frank Wong on advanced 
training at Camp Barriefield (now 
CFB Kingston), Ontario, 1942. 

RIGHT: Frank Wong (centre) in 
Belgium, 1944, with some Royal 
Canadian Artillery mates.
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the problems at Vimy Ridge are apparently not directly related. 
Rawling concludes, “It thus seems clear that that disastrous [gas] 
raid had little effect on the operations of 9 April.”

Geoffrey Jackson, analyzing the raiding program of the 4th 

Division in the summer of 1917, concludes it had no significant 
impact on the division and its performance. Generally successful 
tactically, he holds that raids had no larger import. He argues they 
provided no new and useful intelligence, little training in battle 
craft, few meaningful lessons for battle planners, did nothing 
to prevent German patrolling and raiding, and offered neither 
physical control of no-man’s-land nor psychological advantage. 
In conclusion he dismisses raids as less than useless: “The 
extensive employment of raiding in the Lens sector proved 
of marginal use and the resources and effort expended could 
have been channelled into different preparations which would 
have been more beneficial to the Lens operation’s success.” It 
is Jackson’s opinion, in the case of the 4th Division during the 
summer of 1917, raiding offered few benefits and certainly none 
that justified the resources invested in the raiding program. 

Specifically, Jackson argues that aggressive raiding could not 
have given the Canadians dominion over no-man’s-land because 
the Germans continued to man outposts, patrol and raid. This is 
spurious reasoning. Domination of no-man’s-land and a program 
of ongoing raiding does not preclude any and all German activity 
in no-man’s-land. It simply asserts that it must have made it more 
dangerous and more costly. Haig believed that raiding was a 

WWI: TRENCH RAIDING ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 65

key component of a strategy of ‘ceaseless attrition’ intended to 
increase the German rate of wastage.

Ultimately, however, attempting to calculate the human and 
material costs and benefits of raids is a mugs game. The Corps 
conducted hundreds of raids over more than three years: Calcu-
lating their total costs and benefits is impossible. An accurate, 
comprehensive, quantitative assessment of raiding as a whole 
would require a superhuman research effort involving thousands 
of war diaries, after action reports and related documents. The only 
thing that can be said with any certainty is a raid, like any type of 
military operation, offered the possibility of significant destruction, 
disruption and mayhem at little cost. Raids gone wrong could mean 
heavy casualties and few returns for the effort. 

NEXT MONTH: Human and material costs and benefits were 
not the only factors at play in raids. ‘Soft’ factors such as morale, 
combat effectiveness and strategic issues were also influenced by, 
and were influences on, raids. The final instalment of this series 
will consider these broader issues raised by raiding.

Answers to the tr iv ia  quest ions on page 69:  
(1) A mobile tower used in sieges during the Middle Ages. 
The attackers would build it higher than castle walls, 
enabling their archers to fire down on the defenders.  (2) 
An oil bottle and pull-through.  (3) A Canadian-designed 
tracked APC. After a prototype was built in 1959 the project 
was dropped and the U.S. M-113 adopted.  (4) The DH 
Vampire, of which 85 were purchased.  (5) (a) San Juan Hill 
(Kettle Hill, really!) 1898, (Paardeberg 1900). (b) Pickett’s 
Charge 2:30 pm July 3, 1853. (Vicksburg surrendered to 
Grant 10:00 next day). (c) The Red Baron was killed in 
April 1918. (The Hundred Days began in August). (d) The 
first transit of the Panama Canal took place on August 
3, 1914, the day before Britain declared war. (e) The 
Atlantic Conference was held off Newfoundland in 1941. 
The Quebec (at the Chateau Frontenac) in 1943.  (6) Italy 
was allied with Austria but declared war on her in 1915. 
They did the same to Germany in 1943.  (7) Together with 
2 PPCLI and 3rd Battalion Royal Australian Regimen they 
were awarded a U.S. Presidential Unit Citation for Kapyong 
(1951). (8) (a) The Ontario Regiment. (b) Le Régiment de 
la Chaudière. (c) The Fort Garry Horse. (d) The Lincoln 
and Welland Regiment. If any members of these units 
could throw light on the origin of these I’d be pleased to 
hear from them. (9) The Headquarters of Canada’s NATO 
Brigade (and for malefactors, the detention barracks).  (10) 
The sights were offset to the left.

British troops blinded by 
tear gas await treatment 
at an advanced dressing 
station. The 4th Division’s 
poor performance at 
Vimy was attributed to 
the gas attack a month 
earlier. (imperial war 
museum)
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NEW AD COMING


