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THE NEARLY THREE-YEAR-OLD civil 
war in Syria was suddenly brought a little 
closer to home last month when it was 
reported that not one but two Canadians 
had been killed in the fighting.

Both men had converted to Islam, both 
had been under surveillance by Canadian 
authorities for suspected terrorists activ-
ity, and both had travelled freely to take 
up arms alongside Islamic extremists in 
wartorn Syria in late 2012.

The first death reported in the media 
was that of 22-year-old Mustafa al-Gharib, 
who was born in Halifax as Damian Clair-
mont. After his family moved to Calgary, 
Clairmont had some difficult years as an 
ostracized teen and was diagnosed with 
a bipolar disorder. Following a suicide 
attempt at age 17, he converted to Islam.

According to Gerry Boudreau, Clair-
mont’s grandfather, the family was made 
aware that Canadian security officials had 
been watching al-Gharib only after he had 
departed Canada for Syria via Egypt. 

The second Canadian killed in battle 
last week in Syria was 24-year-old 
Timmins resident André Poulin. Like 
Clairmont, Poulin converted to Islam as 
a teen and he took the name Abu Muslim. 
By whichever name he used, Poulin 
was well known to local authorities in 
Timmins. He had a criminal record for 
uttering death threats, harassment and 
carrying a weapon.

He also posted blogs on-line claiming 
he had been jailed on accusations of ter-
rorism for plotting to blow up a gas station. 
Both Clairmont and Poulin joined units of 
non-Syrian foreign volunteers once they 
arrived in Syria.

Both Canadians were fighting in the 
ranks of Islamic fundamentalists, with 
links to al-Qaeda, against the government 
forces of embattled President Bashar 
al-Assad. Illustrative of how complex 
the Syrian civil war truly has become, 
Clairmont was killed by Free Syrian Army 
rebels in an inter-rebel clash, while Poulin 
died battling militia allied to the Assad 
government.

Those who closely follow the Syrian 
conflict may recall that last September, 
Ali Mohamed Dirie, another Canadian 
volunteer in the ranks of al-Qaeda-inspired 
rebels, was killed in battle against Assad 
loyalists.

Dirie was well known to Canadian 
authorities as he had been arrested in the 
2006 terrorism plot that became known 
as the “Toronto 18.” This motley collection 
of homegrown terrorists had grandiose 
plans to blow up the CN Tower, Toronto 
Stock Exchange and Parliament buildings. 
They also schemed to somehow kidnap 
Prime Minister Harper and then behead 
him live on CBC television during the 
nightly broadcast of Peter Mansbridge’s 
The National.

Dirie was convicted for his part in this 
ambitious plot, and imprisoned until 2011. 
Following his release, it was not long 
before Dirie was drawn to the sound of 
war drums in Syria and, somehow, he was 
freely allowed to travel there.

Since the outset of hostilities in Syria in 
March 2011, Assad has publicly claimed 
that the rebel ranks are full of international 
terrorists — not the democracy-seeking, 
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I WOULD LIKE to respond to the concerns 
expressed by LCdr (ret’d) Sherry Richard-
son in her “Letter to the Editor” published in 
the January 2014 issue (“An Unexpected 
Commemoration…” in Volume 20 Issue 12).

Firstly, the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (CWGC) tries its best to pro-
vide excellence in care to the graves of all 
our war dead. We are far from perfect, but 
I believe the care we provide to our war 
graves is second to none in the world. This 
is not hyperbole; our record speaks for itself.

I can understand LCdr (ret’d) Richard-
son’s disappointment in not being able to 
find her grandfather’s war grave. When 
those visiting our cemeteries experience 
disappointment, it is always a concern for 

us. When the CWGC received Richardson’s 
self-proclaimed “rocket,” the Commission 
responded by looking into her concerns 
and providing her with a photo of her grand-
father’s headstone. 

In Lieutenant H.L. Stuart’s case, he 
shares a headstone with Private T.M. Foulis, 
of the Lancashire Fusiliers. In her letter, 
Richardson states that her grandfather 
was buried under a British soldier and this 
is incorrect. Lieutenant Stuart is buried in 
his own plot but, owing to spacing issues, 
some of the war dead share a headstone. 
While ideally we prefer for each war dead 
to have his/her own headstone, dual com-
memoration is not uncommon and depends 
very much on circumstances. 

GETTING ALL THE FACTS STRAIGHT Private Foulis’ name appears on the top 
of the headstone and Lieutenant Stuart’s 
particulars appear on the lower portion of 
the stone. Lieutenant Stuart’s inscription is 
weather worn, but it can be read from the 
foot of the grave and, at the present time, 
it meets our standard. Should that change, 
his inscription will be re-engraved. To be fair, 
the photo LCdr (ret’d) Richardson received 
makes her grandfather’s inscription look 
fainter than it really is — you will have to 
trust us that it is clearly legible. 

Richardson’s letter states that, “it would 
have been nice … to have a headstone 
with a Maple Leaf on it.” The photo of the 
headstone (pictured at left) clearly shows a 
Maple Leaf on the headstone. There is also 
the emblem of Private Foulis’ regiment, but 
they are both the same size, are side by 
side, and easily visible and recognizable. 

She also claims that the grass was not 
cut. There are times during the year when 
it is too wet to mow the lawn as much as we 
would like, but normally all of our cemeteries 
have grass in a state that you seldom see 
outside of a golf course green. I think Rich-
ardson may be referring to the photo she 
received where you can see some plants at 
the bottom of the photo. This would be the 
protective Commission borders which, dur-
ing the spring and summer, contain flowers 
to commemorate the war dead. Once again, 
our horticultural support is first rate. I can see 
how this might be mistaken for uncut grass, 
but this is not the case. 

Lastly, she states that, “in the battlefield 
tours, it seems that no one even goes to 
that area” and that the battle to take Regina 
Trench “wasn’t a very important battle (to 

POSTED IN 
Letters to the editor
4

FEEDBACK

Left, the headstone of Lt. H.L. 
Stuart, whose name appears 

below that of Lt. T.M. Foulis of the 
Lancashire Fusiliers (his name is 

difficult to read in this photograph, 
but it is there). Stuart, who served 

with The Royal Canadian Regiment, 
was killed on October 3, 1916 while 

Foulis was killed 18 days later. 
According to the CWGC website, 
many of the plots in the Regina 

Trench Cemetery contain more than 
one burial, as a result of limited 

space at the time of construction, 
which began during the war in 

1916. Located near Courcelette, 
France, the Regina Trench Cemetery 

now contains 2,279 burials and 
commemorations of the First World 
War, with 1,077 of the burials being 

unidentified. (commonwealth war 
graves commission)
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BRAVO ZULU!
IN REFERENCE TO the appointment of 
James Whitham as Director of the Canadian 
War Museum (Volume 20 Issue 11), the 
crew at The Military Museum of Calgary 
say, “Kudos to Jim!” We know him well and 
can say without reservation that someone 
in Ottawa finally got it right.

Ken Raychert
Armoured Vehicle Project

Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal 
Canadians)

Edmonton, AB

SACRIFICING THE COVER
HAVING WORKED AS an editor for a much 
smaller production than your magazine, I 
appreciate the amount of work it takes to 
produce an issue. The front cover is the door-
way to the magazine and, as such, should 
be put together in such a manner as to draw 
the reader in. The past few issues mailed to 
me have had the mailing label placed over 
the writing on the cover so that I cannot read 
what you worked so hard to produce.

Please have your production and ship-
ping folks get together and create a cover 
where I can see what you worked so hard to 
produce and still get my magazine through 
Canada Post. Or, just put the mailing label 
on the back cover. I just retired after 37 

most).” I can only speak for myself, but the 
Regina Trench Cemetery is my favourite 
cemetery next to Vimy. I say this because 
the battle for Regina Trench was a very 
important battle. It was a slight glimmer of 
hope in an otherwise very dismal period of 
the war, and where Canadian troops made 
significant gains at a time when the battle 
lines where basically static. This was an 
early example of the battle prowess that 
the Canadian Corps was to demonstrate 
at Vimy and during the last 100 days of the 
war. This is where my favourite VC winner 
died — Piper James Richardson (for more 
on his story, read the WWI article in Volume 
18 Issue 12) — and where Canon Scott’s 
son was killed. 

While Regina Trench Cemetery may not 
be the most visited of our cemeteries, I can 
assure you that our horticultural staff and 
works staff visit Regina Trench Cemetery 
regularly and that this will continue in 
perpetuity.

Again, I apologize that LCdr (ret’d) Rich-
ardson’s experience with the CWGC was 
less than stellar. I can only hope that some 
of the clarifications that I have iterated above 
will be of some consolation. 

Brigadier General (ret’d) David Kettle
Secretary General

 CWGC Canadian Agency

FEEDBACK

LETTERS  ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 55

years of service and I’m not purchasing the 
Protector Dual Remote Weapon Station 
from Kongsberg in the near future.

Chris Hall
Kingston, Ontario

Editor’s note: Canada Post regulations 
prohibit us from putting the label on the 
back cover. And while we realize that the 
label covers one of our story leads, we do 
try to limit the impact as best we can. And 
many others are definitely in the market for 
Kongsberg’s Protector!

WHEN IS A BRIGADIER-GENERAL JUST 
A BRIGADIER?
I READ THE INTERVIEW with Chaplain 
General The Venerable John Fletcher by 
Laurel Sallie in Volume 20, Issue 9 (October 
2013). I did note a discrepancy on page 42. 
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SEEKING THE
BEST CALIBRE

by David Pugliese

A preview of the next generation of
small arms and pistols for the
Canadian Armed Forces

F E A T U R E

4

CANADIAN SOLDIERS WILL BE receiving a new family of small arms, but 
questions remain as to when that will happen. Financing, and in some cases 
proprietary issues, have combined to delay some of the projects.
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F E A T U R E

4
At this point Canadian Army officers have outlined to industry 

representatives a way ahead for small arms modernization, 
including tentative dates.

Acquisition of a new rifle for the Canadian Rangers is set for 
the Army’s procurement period known as Horizon 1, which covers 
2014 to 2017. A replacement or modernization of the capability 
provided by the C6 general purpose machine gun is also set for 
this same period.

However, new pistols will not be acquired until Horizon 2 
(2018–2022) and replacements for the C7, C8 and C9 weapons 
won’t come until Horizon 4 (2028–2033).

Cost estimates for the various programs vary, but the overall 
total price tag for small arms replacement is currently set at 
around $800 million.

Here are further details on the various small arms projects.

RANGER RIFLE REPLACEMENT
Although Prime Minister Stephen Harper highlighted the work 

performed by the Canadian Rangers when he joined them in 
Nunavut in August 2013 for target practice with their aging Lee 
Enfield rifles, even that high level of interest is not enough to move 
the Ranger Rifle replacement project forward.

The project is estimated to cost about $10 million and would 
acquire around 10,000 rifles to replace the Lee Enfields. The first 
rifle was supposed to be in the hands of the Rangers in 2014. 
Now, under the current schedule, this won’t take place until 2017. 
Final deliveries would be completed by 2021.

“The project has been faced with a few challenges such as 
availability of funding, confirming performance requirements, and 
establishing new acquisition and production processes,” noted 
Canadian Army spokesman Capt. Denny Brown.

The Army states the acquisition of the guns is still in the 
“options analysis” phase. However, the Army declined to answer 
questions about how much more money is needed, or why that 

Soldiers from The Royal Regiment of Canada load pistol magazines prior to a shoot at the 
indoor pistol range in 2005. Twenty soldiers from The RCR had the privilege to test their 
pistol marksmanship using state-of-the-art ranges at the Peel Regional Police training 

facility in Mississauga in 2005. Some activities at the range included fire and movement, 
and team shooting. (Cpl Philip Cheung, 32 Canadian Brigade Group Public Affairs, DND) 

ABOVE RIGHT:  Members of HMCS Iroquois’ naval boarding party clean 
9mm Sig Sauer semi-automatic pistols prior to live-fire training in the Gulf 
of Oman. In April 2003, HMCS Iroquois was the flagship for coalition Task 
Force 151, which was responsible for escorting ships, intercepting and 
boarding suspect vessels and guarding against attacks on shipping, in 
support of Operation APOLLO, Canada’s contribution to the international 
campaign against terrorism. (mcpl frank hudec, combat camera)

funding cannot be found in the Department of National Defence’s 
$20 billion budget.

NDP defence critic Jack Harris said he can’t understand why 
the purchase of the new guns, which he described as essentially 
over-the-counter hunting rifles, doesn’t proceed immediately.

The new rifles will replace the Lee Enfields the Canadian 
Rangers have been using for more than 60 years.

During his visit to the Arctic in late August, Harper acknow-
ledged it was time to buy replacement rifles.
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The Lee Enfield replacement ran into problems starting in 
2011. Colt Canada in Kitchener, Ont., is the country’s small 
arms centre of excellence for firearms, and new purchases are 
required to be handled through them. But international firearms 
companies balked at the idea of turning over their proprietary 
technical data to the firm, which is owned by Colt in the U.S., a 
key competitor for many of the manufacturers.

Capt. Brown’s emailed response noted that new processes 
have to be worked out with Colt Canada.

Francis Bleeker, director of sales and marketing for Colt 
Canada, said the company is waiting for a statement of require-
ments to be issued by the Department of National Defence on 
the Ranger Rifle. “It would be a good thing if (DND) did what 
has been done before, which is come to us with a statement of 
requirements and we would shop around on the market for likely 
candidates,” he explained.

“Given that situation, what we’re waiting for is for DND to 
finish their statement of requirements, get their act together 

in regard to the finances — and I understand that may take a 
while,” he added.

The testing of the new rifles would be done by the military 
and then Colt would reach a deal with the rifle manufacturer.

Industry sources say that, because of the small numbers 
of rifles to be purchased, the guns would likely not be built at 
Colt’s facility in Kitchener. Instead, Colt would do the long-term 
maintenance on the weapons.

Bleeker said concerns about Colt Canada acquiring confi-
dential data from other gun manufacturers and turning it over 
to Colt in the U.S. are unfounded. 

F E A T U R E

“The Army states the acquisition of the guns is still in the ‘options analysis’ 
phase. However, the Army declined to answer questions about how much more 
money is needed, or why that funding cannot be found in the Department of 
National Defence’s $20 billion budget.”

A Canadian Ranger from Gjoa Haven, Nunavut, fires his .303 Lee Enfield 
rifle, weapon of choice of the Canadian Rangers, during Operation 
NANOOK 13 on August 20, 2013. The Canadian military hopes to 
eventually replace the 60-year-old rifles used by the Rangers, but finding 
money in the budget is apparently not so easy to do. (sgt alain martineau, 
dairpa, combat camera)
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TEXTRON

NEW AD COMING
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SMALL ARMS UPDATE ... CONT’D ON P. 56

“In this role we are completely separate from our parent,” he 
explained. “There are firewalls.”

He noted that Colt Canada successfully maintains foreign-
made machine guns purchased by the Canadian Forces (C6s and 
C9s) without any major concerns expressed by manufacturers.

For the last two decades the Canadian military has been 
maintaining the rifles from spare parts taken from other Lee 
Enfields. Although, the Canadian Armed Forces are several years 
away from a shortage of parts, the number of spare components 
is becoming limited, according to army officers.

The proposed new Canadian Ranger Rifle would be a robust 
bolt-action hunting rifle with minor customization that can fire both 
commercial .308 Winchester and 7.62 x 51mm NATO ammunition, 
according to the military. 

Others have suggested a different route for a replacement 
firearm. At a Senate defence committee meeting on December 2, 
retired Canadian Armed Forces Colonel Pierre Leblanc explained 
that Arctic operations require a robust firearm. The Lee Enfield 
has proven itself in that climate, noted the colonel, the former 
commander of Canadian Armed Forces’ Northern Area. 

“You bang a plastic rifle at minus 40, and you’re not going to 
have a usable rifle for very long,” he said. “The .303 Lee Enfield 
is also still one of the most accurate long-range rifles in operation 
today. The technology is very good in terms of the weapon. It’s 

very well suited to the Arctic. If it was my budget, I would buy 
the blueprints and build new ones.”

HANDGUN REPLACEMENT
In 2011, the Canadian Armed Forces confirmed it was inter-

ested in purchasing what it is calling the General Service Pistol 

F E A T U R E

Members of 2 Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry’s (2PPCLI) 1 
Platoon, A Company, take part in their annual Infantry Platoon Support 
Weapons Qualifications (IPSWQ) at CFB Shilo, Manitoba, in November 
2008. The number one gunner, Pte Tyler Mitchell, and the number two 
loader, Pte Michael Galbiaiti-Bourassa, fire off rounds of 7.62 calibre 
to qualify for their C6 training. The C6 general purpose machine gun 
(GPMG) is a fully automatic, air-cooled, belt-fed, gas-operated weapon 
that can be adjusted to fire between 650 and 1,000 rounds per minute. In 
the infantry, the C6 GPMG can be carried by dismounted soldiers and is 
used to provide either fire support or sustained fire. In the sustained fire 
role, the C6 is mounted on a tripod. The C2 sight is used in conjunction 
with an aiming post to allow the crew to engage targets they cannot see, 
due to fog, smoke or darkness. The C6 can also be mounted on a variety 
of vehicles — including the LAV III, the Coyote, and the Leopard C2 — as 
well as helicopters, such as the Griffon and Chinook. (mcpl bern leblanc, 
canadian forces combat camera)
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AS COLT CANADA and other firms wait for the Canadian 
military’s new small arms programs to get underway in earnest, 
work is being conducted to advance firearms capabilities.

Colt Canada is aiming to give the individual soldier more 
than just firepower on the battlefield by transforming rifles into 
networked platforms that can operate aerial surveillance systems. 
The company has developed a new system that links a soldier’s 
rifle to a micro-unmanned aerial vehicle, allowing the soldier to 
receive data from a UAV as well as control it in flight.

The “rail” system now common on assault rifles and other 
weapons is usually outfitted with laser rangefinders, flashlights 
or infrared sensors. But Colt Canada has taken that a step further 
by installing what it is calling a network data and power system 
for small arms. It provides an open source network data interface 
and central power source for various accessories that can be 
attached to the weapon.

The technology includes a global positioning system (GPS) and 
navigation capability, so the rifle’s geographic position and point-
ing angles are known and communicated to various accessories 
on the weapon via the network data interface. The computer and 
power system is installed in the pistol grip of the rifle.

The system on a rifle can 
also control a micro-UAV 
that is launched by the sol-
dier. Surveillance data from 
the UAV is then transmitted 
to either a laptop carried by 
the soldier or to a nearby 
armoured vehicle.

“We’re taking the rifle 
from being a Spitfire to 
being a CF-18 fighter,” said 
Warren Downing of Colt 
Canada. “We have a target 
acquisition device that has 
a data link. We power the 
data link using the power 
and data rail.”

A prototype of the sys-
tem was unveiled at the 
CANSEC military trade show 

in Ottawa last May. Colt Canada expects to further refine the 
system, progressing to an actual product sometime in 2014.

The micro-UAV is manufactured by Sky-Watch, a Danish firm. 
Its Huggin X1 UAV is electric-powered and has a flight time of 25 
minutes. The micro-UAV can reach altitudes of more than 3,000 
metres, is outfitted with a global positioning system and can carry 
various sensors including thermal or video cameras.

Downing said Colt Canada has integrated Sky-Watch’s Target 
Acquisition System (TAS), which directly communicates with 
the UAV. The TAS, installed on the weapon as an accessory, is 
used to designate the target and command the drone to survey 
the designated target. The TAS is the first device in the world to 
control a UAV from a small arms platform, he added. 

The soldier can control the aircraft’s movements from his or 
her rifle. Imagery from the UAV is observed on a separate display.

The TAS receives its power and navigation data from the rifle 
via the small arms network data and power system, located in 
the grip.

Downing noted a potential scenario where an infantry com-
mander might launch the UAV to conduct reconnaissance of 
potential enemy activity behind a hill. If the UAV observes a 

target of interest, the com-
mander can call in indirect 
fire to hit that position, using 
data provided by the micro-
aircraft. The UAV can also 
observe the battle damage 
from the attack. 

Once the mission is fin-
ished a simple press of the 
button on the TAS will direct 
the UAV to return to the 
point of take-off, Downing 
added.

At the same time, Gen-
eral Dynamics Canada and 
Colt Canada are working 
on employing Smartphone 
technology with small arms.

by David Pugliese

FUTURE SOLDIER
SIDEBAR

4

Adding an “eye in the sky” capability to standard assault rifles. 
New high-tech developments in firearms capabilities include 

micro unmanned aerial vehicles and global positioning systems.

Colt Canada’s Warren Downing (left) explains the company’s new small arms 
power rail and micro-UAV system to Esprit de Corps writer David Pugliese during 

CANSEC 2013. (photo courtesy colt canada) HI-TECH  ... CONT’D ON P. 56
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AFGHANISTAN:
END GAME

F  E  A T  U  R  E

4

photos by Scott Taylor

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  (1) Despite the fact that the Taliban were deposed over 12 years ago, the majority of Afghan women still wear the burka in public. Most Afghan women feel that their increased freedoms will be repealed the minute NATO withdraws from the country.  (2) Elite members of the Afghan 
National Army’s Mobile Strike Force training near Kabul. Afghan generals admit they will need another five to ten years of NATO support before they are self-sufficient. Discipline and motivation are still lacking.  (3) French army instructors keep a wary eye on Afghan National Army trainees on a live-fire 
range. Whenever the Afghan soldiers have access to ammunition, there is the potential for green-on-blue shootings and NATO instructors would not hesitate to fire on their students in self-defence. (4) The Afghan Mobile Strike Force unit is equipped with brand new Textron armoured patrol vehicles. 
These vehicles are equipped with 40mm automatic grenade launchers and .50 calibre machine guns. According to British instructors, the Textron vehicles are a “game changer.”   (5) Poor Afghans wait at a United Nations World Food Programme distribution point for a ration of wheat and oil. Despite 
the fact that Afghanistan’s primary resource is agriculture, the country does not produce enough to feed its own population. Most of the impoverished rely upon donations to survive.  (6) This police escort we received in southern Afghanistan on our way to visit the Dahla Dam bears little resemblance to 
those Afghan National Security Forces still under NATO supervision. Without armoured vehicles or body armour, they are expected to defeat the Taliban on their own after NATO troops pull out in March 2014.

One-on-one interview with Canadian 
contingent commander MGen Dean 
Milner in Kabul, Afghanistan
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F E A T U R E

PUBLISHER SCOTT TAYLOR recently 
travelled to Afghanistan while working on 
his new CPAC documentary Afghanistan: 
Outside the Wire – End Game. During the 
trip, Taylor sat down with Major General 
Dean Milner, the Commander of the Can-
adian Contribution to the Training Mission 
in Afghanistan (CCTMA). An experienced 
soldier since 1984, Milner rose through the 
ranks and has served on numerous UN 
and NATO postings as part of The Royal 
Canadian Dragoons. In August of 2011, 
MGen Milner assumed responsibility as 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  (1) Despite the fact that the Taliban were deposed over 12 years ago, the majority of Afghan women still wear the burka in public. Most Afghan women feel that their increased freedoms will be repealed the minute NATO withdraws from the country.  (2) Elite members of the Afghan 
National Army’s Mobile Strike Force training near Kabul. Afghan generals admit they will need another five to ten years of NATO support before they are self-sufficient. Discipline and motivation are still lacking.  (3) French army instructors keep a wary eye on Afghan National Army trainees on a live-fire 
range. Whenever the Afghan soldiers have access to ammunition, there is the potential for green-on-blue shootings and NATO instructors would not hesitate to fire on their students in self-defence. (4) The Afghan Mobile Strike Force unit is equipped with brand new Textron armoured patrol vehicles. 
These vehicles are equipped with 40mm automatic grenade launchers and .50 calibre machine guns. According to British instructors, the Textron vehicles are a “game changer.”   (5) Poor Afghans wait at a United Nations World Food Programme distribution point for a ration of wheat and oil. Despite 
the fact that Afghanistan’s primary resource is agriculture, the country does not produce enough to feed its own population. Most of the impoverished rely upon donations to survive.  (6) This police escort we received in southern Afghanistan on our way to visit the Dahla Dam bears little resemblance to 
those Afghan National Security Forces still under NATO supervision. Without armoured vehicles or body armour, they are expected to defeat the Taliban on their own after NATO troops pull out in March 2014.

the 6th Deputy Commanding General–
Canadian of III Corps & Fort Hood. MGen 
Milner deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan 
in May 2013 where he is currently as-
signed as Commander of CCTMA. Since 
the conclusion of the combat mission in 
2011, Canada’s contribution has focused 
on training and educating the Afghan 
National Security Forces and the Afghan 
police. MGen Milner spoke with Taylor 
in Kabul on the progress that has been 
made by Canadians and the international 
community in this mission. 
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EdeC: General, how is the international community dealing 
with training the Afghan Security Force to be self-sufficient? 
Where are we at in terms of that whole project? 

MGen Milner: I command the NATO training mission here in 
Afghanistan which is a big part of where the Afghan National Army 
and the Afghan National Police are with respect to the overall 
picture of where we are at in Afghanistan. We’re responsible for 
training, advising, and assisting. Canadians have been a big part 
of that since we left Kandahar in 2011. They’ve come a long way. 
You look at the force now, the Afghan National Army, being at 
about 190,000, the police 152,000 plus. [They are] very capable 
[and] well equipped. There is no doubt that we built the force 
fast, there is still capabilities that absolutely need to be worked 
on and that’s what were focused on. My job as the commander 
is building those institutions and continuing to finish building the 
force… We continue to train police, refine their training, and train 
some of the untrained police. Professionalize their force. But I am 
very confident in their capabilities. I get a chance to see it every 
day with the Afghans. 

EdeC: Who came up with the blueprint for this force 
structure for the Afghans?

MGen Milner: NTM–A (NATO Training Mission – Afghanistan), 
which represents NATO, with Canadians, with Americans, Brits, 
[and] Australians with the Afghans. It takes a look at the situation 
across the country, takes a look at the counter insurgency, [it 
takes] a look at the police force, and how much you need to fight that counterinsurgency — to be in the villages, to have controlled 

checkpoints across the country, and to really be able to fight that 
counter insurgency without an international force. Now we are 
at that point making sure that that force is right and is prepared 
for the future [with] very minor adjustments. 

General [Sher Mohammad] Karimi for example is using the 
force that he has to adjust a few Kandaks potentially, this isn’t 
confirmed yet, but I might need to put a Kandak here and another 
here, but size of the force is absolutely spot on. They are going 
have to continue like any force does to re-look at it. To look at 
the future to see how insurgency goes, and how the elections go. 
They’re going to have to take a look at this and adapt to the future, 
but there’s no doubt in my mind that they’ll keep this probably for 
a few years and depending if things continue to improve like they 
will. They will probably start to downsize because it is a big force. 

EdeC: At the moment, the Afghan security forces are only 
being trained to deal with domestic security issues. In their 
mindset, do they have any grandiose schemes to be able to 
enforce their own sovereignty? In other words, to have an 
actual army that would be able to defend its borders from 
outside threats? Are they looking to have armoured forces 
or a full-out air force?  

MGen Milner: Scott, their absolute focus right now is counter-
insurgency fighting — they have got to beat the Taliban. Like any 

F E A T U R E

ABOVE:  In March 2011, then Brigadier-General Dean Milner, 
Commander of Task Force Kandahar (TFK), and his Sergeant-Major, 
Chief Warrant Officer Kirby Burgess, visited the troops at an Afghan 
National Police checkpoint in Panjwa’i and Dand, and met different 
leaders of the Afghan National Army, Afghan National Police and 
representatives of the Afghan government. (mcpl jean-françois carpentier, 
combat camera, dnd)

ABOVE RIGHT:  Since May 2013, Major General Dean Milner has served 
as the Commander of the Canadian Contribution to the Training Mission 
in Afghanistan (CCTMA). (isaf, nato)
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army, you look to the future once you’ve got that professional 
force. In this complex, dynamic environment with neighbours 
like Pakistan, Iran, and the Stans to the north, absolutely [Afghan 
National Army Commander] General Karimi is thinking about it. 
We continue to build on this Mobile Strike Force Kandak ability, 
which gives them a little bit more capacity to roll out a manoeuvre 
reaction force. That’s a pretty good force. They’re looking at 
potentially building a bigger air force, but that’s down the road. 

Their absolute focus right now is having this capability, which 
is outstanding, to fight a counterinsurgency. So refining that, 
professionalizing that so they can continue to fight and beat the 
Taliban. But again, they’re definitely looking at having potentially 
more capabilities and cutting back on some. They’d love to have 
a bunch of tanks, but they don’t have the capabilities to sustain 
that. So they are focusing their maintenance capabilities on the 
current structure, current force that they have right now. 

EdeC: Touching on maintenance and equipment and 
weaponry as well, what was the genesis of the decision to 
change the Afghan forces’ weaponry from the Kalashnikov 
to the American M-16 (M-4) design?

MGen Milner: With our being a NATO force, the big force that 
sustains and assists them, and has been with them for the last 12 
years, it made sense to give the Afghan National Security Forces 
a western capability. Whether it be Humvees, Ford Rangers, the 
new reconnaissance vehicle, M-16s or M-4s — it’s made total 
sense. So it’s something that we’re helping them provide that 
maintenance and sustainment for. That is a big focus of mine. 

Our big focus right now is making sure that they’ve got the 
right workshops, the right maintenance capabilities, the right 
supply capabilities to be able to sustain this force in the future 
... They do have a mix [of equipment]. Like our armies, they have 
a multitude of different vehicles. …

EdeC: But the West is 12 years into this intervention and 
they’re now moving forward at a fast pace. In the beginning, 
why was the decision made to simply crank out all sorts of 
light infantry? The decision was made by the international 
community to make the Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF) self-sufficient. And since 2002, everyone has been 
saying the same thing. And yet, in the early stages, the ANSF 
were given old weaponry and equipment. They were putting 
on a façade of a security force without investing in literacy 
training and those sorts of things. Was a mistake made by 
not building a stronger foundation?

MGen Milner: No, absolutely not. There were other things 
happening in the world, and we really had to assess the situation 
here on the ground to know what was needed. That took analysis 
and that took time. The Americans were obviously [preoccupied 
with] Iraq and other focuses. It took a team in here to decide [how 
best] we are going to help them and I think that we’ve driven that 
hard really the last four or five years. I look at how far they’ve 
come and where they sit right now and I am absolutely confident. 
You can sure find fault with things; we could have always started 
nation-building earlier … Maybe there could have been more 
analysis … But it’s going well, extremely well …

Two and a half years ago, down in Kandahar, I was in with a 
brigade, with General Habibi who had a Kandak or two. Building 
an infantry force is a significant first step — it’s one of the things 

F E A T U R E

ABOVE:  The entrance to the former Canadian-led Provincial 
Reconstruction Team (PRT) camp in Kandahar is now covered in dirt and 
litter. The camp itself lies empty and in disrepair following the pullout of 
NATO troops in April 2013, as no international funding was forthcoming to 
convert the facility into a women’s centre. 

ABOVE LEFT:  Despite more than a dozen years of unprecedented 
international aid money, southern Afghanistan remains one of the most 
impoverished regions in the world. 
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that beats a Taliban force. [Then] we were starting to look at 
police. I didn’t have enough police — they were corrupt, they 
weren’t professional, they weren’t capable. But we have now built 
that force to those numbers with the professional capabilities to 
beat the Taliban. They’ll look to the future for other capabilities 
as things evolve. I think the decisions made, irrespective of when 
they were made, I think the right decisions were made. Again 
we’ve driven the force. …

We’re into refining mode now. We are into those small bits of 
quantity vs. quality. When we talk sustainment, that’s making 
sure you got the national capabilities to continue to budget, to 
continue to have the programs, the systems in place, and things 
are great out on the ground. They’ve got the force that can fight. 
Is it perfect? It’s not perfect, but it’s getting better every day. …

And they’re doing a great job finding the enemy. Counter-IED 
capabilities are hugely important stuff. It took us a while to realize. 
We’ve lost a lot of troops. That’s probably the most complex fight. 
We’ve had to build the army and slowly but surely help them 
integrate counter-IED capabilities. They’ve got it. They’ve got a 
general responsibility for a counter-IED focus. …

EdeC: Everything you’ve said to me is about how sharp the 
teeth are, you haven’t talk to me about the tail. The trades that 
these guys need, the mechanics, the doctors, the logisticians, 
the administrators, those things take longer to train than 
counter-IED measures. Obviously, those guys are focused 
because it’s going to save their own life if they’re training in 
that. These other trades, those are the things that take time. 
You need education, is that also well in hand? 

MGen Milner: Absolutely. I can say it with hand on heart; right 
now, they understand that education ... is a huge and important 
part of building their force. They have built combat service 
support schools. They have been training their maintainers … 
When you’re building a force, there is a lot to build. You build 

infantry capabilities and other capabilities, but they have come 
a long way. This last three years have been a huge focus on the 
logistics to be able to sustain that force. …

They’ve still got a long way to go, but that is an absolute 
number one focus for us continuing into the future. But you know, 
I’m feeling confident that we’re moving in the right direction and 
that a big effort has been put into it. Canadians have been a big 
part of that. Look at our medical team. Look at the number of 
combat medics, physicians assistants, doctors — the ANSF are 
almost 100 per cent filled on medical assistance. 

Our guys, our Canadians, have been over at the national 
hospital and assisting them build that capability. We’ve got a big 
force that’s out now. We’re actually going further than combat 
medic to combat life saver, so we’re building kits for them so 
they’ve got that absolute point of care injury. They will never have 
the helicopter capability we have, so they can’t completely count 
on helicopters. They’ve got the ground evacuation capability and 
the critical thing is making sure they have that point of injury care 
so they can stop the bleeding, provide the airways, and make 
sure that they’ve got those capabilities on the ground. 

We’re driving that so it’s going to take time. But again, it’s 
absolutely moving in the right direction. …

EdeC: where are you guys at with the literacy training?
MGen Milner: We’ve come a long way. We train them at the 

basic level and we’re trying now to get everybody to level three, 
which might not seem like much, but the country’s really had [to 
start from] zero. We’ve also got to [focus on] the trainer program 
right now, which is training about 2,500 individuals. 

Every deputy in a section and the key personnel in the police force 
are going to be taught how to train their soldiers and their policemen. 
It’s a huge focus for us. We’ve got every key institution focused on 
education and they get it. They know an educated force will win in the 
short and long term, so we’ve seen that come a long way. We’ve got 
a long way to go, but I could give you stats of the tens of thousands 
and hundreds of thousands that we’ve put through literacy training 
and will continue to. We’re continuing to professionalize their force. 

Meat hangs from hooks at a roadside butcher shop on the road north to 
Kabul. The weekly slaughter draws a crowd from the village and popcorn 
is sold to the spectators awaiting their fresh cuts of meat. 

Publisher Scott Taylor filming at the Dahla Dam outside of Kandahar City 
last December. In order to mitigate the risks, Taylor and his team grew 
beards and dressed like locals while travelling. Taylor’s new documentary, 
Afghanistan: Outside the Wire — End Game, should air on CPAC in early 
March. (david pugliese)
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We’re taking General Habibi back to Canada for an English 
course. He’s going to do six months of English and the NSP 
(National Security Program) course with us. Another big focus is 
on their officer academy that we’ve just built and the British are 
driving it. It’s the equivalent of the British Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst. So just like them, they’re going to do a year-long 
officer program, with literacy built in.

EdeC: How long is the course?
MGen Milner: It is a year. It’s the same length as Sandhurst. 

We would shorten it a bit, but they just put another month into 
their officer candidate school because they realize that they 
need better professionals. They’re going to train another 1,000 
officers over the next year, but that again takes time. They’ve got 
a national military academy of Afghanistan, just like our Royal 
Military College with, I think, almost 2,000 students. That’s just 
another one of my responsibilities out here. They’ve got stars 
running that. That has actually been up and running for a few 
years – seven years, producing quality officers. 

They still have a long way to go though. We had a big confer-
ence the other day with the GSG1, they were preparing to brief 
General Karimi on how they are going to progress as an army, 
what positions they need to be in, and what training they need. 
All these things are already fairly advanced, but they are refining 
them and continuing to see the significance of refining of them 
as a force. 

I could go on, but it really gives you a good feeling of confi-
dence when you sit with these Afghans. I sit with the Afghans 
every day. I am only advising. They’ve got the ball now. They 
understand where they need to be. I don’t want to sound too 
optimistic, because we know there are still challenges; they still 
have a way to go. But the confidence I have is there. 

The fragile gains made in Afghanistan by the West over the past 12 
years can only be maintained if the Afghan National Security Forces can 
operate independently. Under NATO supervision, this soldier participates 
in a combat simulation exercise near Kabul.
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Alan Williams

WE CAN NOW add the Close Combat 
Vehicle (CCV) to the ever-growing list of 
procurement disasters undertaken by the 
Conservative government. To give the 
government credit, it keeps coming up 
with new and innovative ways to dupe 
and scam industry into spending millions 
of their dollars for no return. What is 
particularly galling about the CCV cancel-
lation is that the military was willing to be 
used as a pawn and mouthpiece for the 
government. The military’s independence 
and integrity have been severely damaged. 

Let’s clear up a number of points. First, 
cancelling the CCV program does not 
reduce costs. The capital and ongoing 
support budgets should still be spent in 
full. Cancelling the CCV program merely 
allows for the diversion of the funds from 
one program to another. Second, a 
rigorous process takes place within the 
military to establish its capital priorities. 
To suggest that within the last six months 
it discovered that this program was now 
unnecessary defies logic, as does the 
statement that upgraded LAVs provide 
equivalent protection as would the CCV.

The question therefore remains: Why 
cancel the program? To this I have no 
answer. But to me, this file is reflective of 
a government continuing to dangerously 
interject itself into the capital prioritization 
accountability of the military. It also did so 
early in its mandate by determining that 
the military needed to purchase strategic-
lift aircraft. 

Anyone examining the military’s prior-
ities in the 2004–2005 time frame would 
not have found this acquisition anywhere 
on the list of military priorities. Rather than 
spending billions of dollars to purchase 

industry would be a huge beneficiary of 
such a plan. Understanding future capital 
priorities would allow industry to form 
consortiums and position themselves in 
an optimum position to compete at the 
appropriate time.

Why has the government not prepared 
such a plan? The reason is simple. Such 
a public plan approved by the govern-
ment would make it extremely difficult 
to randomly add or remove planned 
capital programs. If a strategic-lift 
program were nowhere to be found in the 
plan, a government would have to publicly 
defend its position to now make it the 
number one priority. Similarly, a govern-
ment would have to defend the removal of 
a CCV program, a program that had been 
strongly defended and justified in the plan 
for many years.

Isn’t it about time the government 
did more than just talk about improving 
defence procurement? Isn’t it about time 
it actually took some concrete action? 
How about putting one minister in charge 
of defence procurement? How about 
establishing performance indicators? How 
about preparing a long-term capital plan? 
How about putting the men and women in 
the military ahead of petty partisan politics? 

Wouldn’t that be a nice change! 
(Author’s note: Providing full discloser, I 
did provide some limited advice to Nexter 
in 2012.) 

these aircraft, the strong preference of 
the military was to spend this money on 
equipment that could be transported in 
these aircraft (or used at home). When a 
strategic-lift capability was necessary, it 
could be leased or rented as necessary 

for a small fraction of the cost. 
The government’s role is to establish 

a defence policy. The military’s role is to 
establish its capital priorities in order to de-
liver on the government’s policy direction. 
Whenever these lines of accountability get 
blurred, we get the kind of disaster that has 
now unfolded with the CCV cancellation.

In my 2006 book Reinventing Canadian 
Procurement: A View From The Inside, I 
recognized this danger and recommended 
a solution. Namely, the preparation 
and public dissemination of a Cabinet-
approved, long-term capital plan. Such a 
plan would benefit many audiences. From 
a purely communications standpoint, all 
Canadians would have a better under-
standing of what and how their money 
was being spent. Members of Parliament 
and the media could more readily question 
and challenge the government on how 
these capital initiatives would support 
the military’s role and mandate. Finally, 

COMMENTARY

CANCELLING the CCV
project makes NO SENSE
4

Alan Williams 
retired in 2005 after a 33-year 

career in the federal public 
service, with the last 10 spent 

in defence procurement

“... a rigorous process takes 
place within the military to 

establish its capital priorities”
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COMMENTARY ... CONT’D ON P. 60

When questions arose as to whether 
all was running well under the military’s 
hood, be it the mechanicals or the human 
fuel that runs things, Veterans Affairs 
Minister Julian Fantino opined that “our 
government has consistently ensured 
that our men and women serving have 
all the resources and the equipment and 
the training necessary for them to fulfil 

the missions in which Canada engages.” 
Defence Minister Rob Nicholson went 

further saying, “the government will 
continue to place priority emphasis on 
meeting operational requirements, training 
within Canada, supporting the part-time 
reserves, undertaking national sovereignty 
missions and caring for ill and injured 
soldiers.” 

In short, we’re ready, we’re able, so 
pack up the kids and let’s hit the road, 
and don’t you worry about that lapsed 
CAA membership. Stephen Harper has 
got your back.

However, reality isn’t quite lining up 
with that rosy picture. For where Can-
ada’s military-supporting, flag-waving 
government wants Canadians to see 
a slightly used but sturdy 4x4 ready to 
tackle all before it, most see an ageing 
K-car with one-wheel drive in sorry need 
of replacement. 

In the last month alone, Canadians 

SOME CARS SHOULDN’T be on the 
road. Once proud modes of transport, 
they’re the barely-held-together fleets of 
the cash-strapped and the frugal. I talk of 
course of the junkyard jalopies you see 
puttering down our nation’s highways 
and byways, held together with little 
more than duct tape and bailing wire — 
exhaust pipes dragging on the ground, 
mismatched body panels forever waiting 
for a coat of paint, bald tires, cracked 
windows, and a case of oil in the trunk 
to feed their leaky engines on those long 
trips beyond the corner store. Perversely, 
they often show little signs of delusional 
love and attention: flashy rims or a set 
of fuzzy dice hanging from the rear-view 
mirror. But ultimately, they’re dangerous, 
embarrassing, and a fiscal sinkhole for the 
short-sighted.

With that we consider the state of 
Canada’s military, for there is a differ-
ence of opinion as to what our armed 
forces are metaphorically driving these 
days. If the Harper Government™ is to 
be believed, they don’t so much have a 
Ferrari to steer yet (that’s on order) but a 
reliable family sedan; safe, dependable, 
with some horsepower to thrill — a more 
than adequate stopgap until the dollars 
are back and those exotic ponies can be 
bought and set free on the world. Rather 
exhilarating when you think about it that 
way, no?

Certainly, to hear the designated 
mouthpieces talk, the armed forces are 
ticking over like a well-maintained Subaru. 

have heard disturbing and occasionally 
tragic news contrary to Harper’s scripted 
ideal. Despite warning upon warning that 
Canada’s search-and-rescue fleet is being 
kept in the air by little more than ingenuity 
and spare parts scrounged from the 
world’s junkyards, aircraft serving a vital 
“no-fail mission” spend much of their time 
idle on the ground. Thousands of military 
trucks are to be parked and stripped for 
parts while awaiting replacements, whose 
tender process has just been restarted. 
Operational and maintenance budgets 
have reportedly been cut by more than 60 
per cent. Our cadets have been relegated 
to recycling their uniforms and forgoing 
winter coats and gym wear (despite a re-
cent and well-advertised push to increase 
their ranks by almost 20 thousand). And 
nary a Cyclone helicopter or new fighter jet 
is remotely in sight, despite billions wasted 
looking for them.

That’s the disturbing news. The tragic 
news is another matter. Suicides continue 
apace. A retired corporal purposefully 
drove her car into a transport truck on 
Christmas Day, and an acting corporal and 
Afghanistan war veteran took his own life 
some two weeks later — both statistics 
and a source of a regrettable need to feign 
public remorse on the part of the Defence 
and Veterans Affairs ministers. Calls for 
better medical and mental health support 
have not been met with action but merely 
lip service some 16 months after DND and 
CAF Ombudsman Pierre Daigle officially 
pointed out the obvious problems. 

To add insult to injury, we are hearing 
stories of a soldier busking to make rent 
and another PTSD sufferer being denied 
a place for her service dog on a flight be-
cause the government doesn’t recognize 

“Our cadets have been 
relegated to recycling their 

uniforms ...”

Michael Nickerson
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satirist based in Toronto. 
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www.NickersonOnline.com
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ON JANUARY 15, 2014, at the University 
of Ottawa Arena, history was made with 
the inaugural game of the Esprit de Corps 
Commando Challenge. The gauntlet had 
first been dropped last October by publisher 
Scott Taylor, and it was readily taken up by 
Chief of Defence Staff Tom Lawson.

PERSPECTIVES

THE COMMANDO 
CHALLENGE 
Putting the “fun” in fundraiser, 
Esprit de Corps’ Commandos 
battled the General Officers & 
Flag Officers on the ice

4

by Newell Durnbrooke

Group photo of the General Officers & Flag Officers team (red jerseys) 
and Esprit de Corps Commandos team (white jerseys) prior to playing 
hockey at the University of Ottawa Sports complex on 15 January, 
2014. Kneeling at front (left to right): LGen Marquis Hainse, LGen Guy 
Thibault, CDS Gen Tom Lawson, Tony Young, Morgan Tufts, MGen Steve 
Noonan, Blake Strachan, Doug Thomas and Jim Scott. Standing at rear 
(left to right): BGen Mark Matheson, BGen Derek Joyce, BGen Roberto 
Mazzolin, BGen Rick Pitre, MGen Stu Beare, MGen Robert Bertrand, 
MGen Blais Cathcart, BGen Alexander Patch, BGen Al Meinzinger, BGen 
Chuck Lamarre, Adam Peace, Chris Pulfer, Rob Olszak, Scott Taylor, 
Devin Dreeshen, Cmdr Gilles Couturier, Lee Berthiaume, Mark Hammond 
and Simon Jacques. (cpl heather tiffney, canadian forces support unit 
(ottawa) — imaging services, dnd)
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COMMANDO CUP ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 60

PERSPECTIVES

“As the buzzer sounded to end the second period, the 
hanging heads on the GOFO bench indicated they knew they 
were in a deep hole.”

The CDS committed to field a squad of General Officers & 
Flag Officers (GOFO) to play an exhibition game against Esprit de 
Corps’ Commandos hockey team. At stake was little more than 
bragging rights and personal pride, but the joint objective was to 
raise money for the Military Family Resource Center.

Just prior to game day, the GOFOs submitted their final roster, 
and it was clear that they were intent on winning. Captained 
by Lawson himself, the GOFO lineup included the VCDS, the 
Commander of Canadian Joint Operations Center (CJOC), the 
Army Commander, three major-generals, a commodore and 
seven brigadiers. One has to assume for that one afternoon, 
National Defence Headquarters was staffed by nobody but a 
lonely Commissionaire at the front door.

The Commando squad admittedly wear a lot less brass on their 
hats, but they hold the advantage of having played together as a 
unit for the past two seasons. The game attracted a mixed crowd 
of uniformed aide-de-camps, defence industry representatives, 
foreign military attachés, wives and families and even some 
random passersby who came in for the free coffee and Timbits.

Following some frustrating minutes of technical difficulties with 
the sound system, it was decided in the interest of the restless 
fans to abort the playing of the national anthem and get the action 
underway. Vice Admiral (ret’d)  Denis Rouleau, ably assisted by 
Andrew Warden of the Navy League, were the volunteer officials, 
sharing the duties of referee and linesman.

Despite the GOFOs’ lack of preparation as a team, their 
individual skills and collective intensity set the Commandos back 
on their heels in the early going. Throughout the first period, the 
GOFOs outshot and out-chanced a startled Commando squad. 
Morgan Tufts, a former Reservist, was in the net for the Com-
mandos, and only his singularly stellar performance miraculously 
kept the GOFOs off the scoreboard.

Just before the end of the first period, Commando’s Captain 
Tony Young picked up a loose puck inside the blue line and 
managed to get a wrist a shot past GOFO goalie Brigadier 
General Roberto Mazzolin. The buzzer sounded with 1:0 in the 
Commandos’ favour posted on the scoreboard.

With the music problem resolved somewhat, AC/DC’s 

Thunderstruck boomed as fans munched down free Timbits while 
both teams took a brief pause. Sensing his team was lucky to be 
in the lead, Young advised the winded Commandos that, given the 
scare the GOFOs had given them in the first period, they would 
need to step up their level of play in the second.

Shortly after play resumed, Young heeded his own advice and 
drove hard for the GOFOs’ net. Pulling Mazzolin off to the right, 
Young dropped a pass along the goal crease and a play-trailing 
Taylor simply “scooped” it into the twine to make it 2:0. 

Trying to open things up and get back in the game, a hard-
driving GOFO attack was broken up inside the blue line and turned 
back up the ice by the Commandos. Defenceman Devin Dreeshen 
threw a pass to the side of the net and, somehow, winger Rob 
Olszak banked the puck in off the GOFO goalie’s pads. As the 
buzzer sounded to end the second period, the hanging heads on 
the GOFO bench indicated they knew they were in a deep hole.

Between the second and third periods, the strains of  
AC/DC’s Thunderstruck were heard once again (and again and 
again, as the music problem was never fully resolved) and the 
last of the Timbits were finally consumed by the fans. 

Once play resumed, diehard Commando fans kept urging 
their team forward with bugle calls from the stands, demanding 
they draw yet more blood from the GOFOs. At 10:41 of the third, 
Taylor took a pass from defenceman Adam Peace, fed Young at 
full gallop up the middle and, once again, the red light burned 
brightly behind the GOFO’s net.

ABOVE: Chief of Defence Staff, General Tom Lawson (left), along with 
a group of military officers took on Scott Taylor (right) and his team from 
Esprit de Corps Magazine in a hockey game as a fundraiser for DND’s 
Military Family Resource Centre. (wayne cuddington, ottawa citizen)
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“IS THERE A doctor on board?” 
The question rang through the speakers 

of the trans-Canada flight. It was enough 
to make any passenger nervous. Doug 
Thomas sat on board, looking around to 
see if anyone would respond to the flight 
attendant’s call. No one did. A second 
announcement was made, “Is there a nurse 
on board?” 

IN A LEAGUE OF 
THEIR OWN 
Doug Thomas and the Navy 
League of Canada

4

INTERVIEW

by Megan Brush & Laurel Sallie

Doug Thomas receives the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal from Vice-
Admiral Mark Norman. His youngest son, Gregory, is one of the Navy 
League’s 7,500 Cadets. 
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INTERVIEW

“In its inception, the League was an advocacy group calling for 
the introduction of a Canadian Navy. The thought was that if boys 
were taught about the Navy ... there would be a willing and able 
cohort of men ready to join the Navy when it was created.”

Starting to realize the situation was serious, Thomas looked at 
the faces of the passengers around him. Again, no one reacted. 
Finally, a third announcement vibrated through the rows of pas-
sengers, “Is there anyone with any medical training on board?” 

Thomas raised his hand — he had received his first aid training 
during his years as a Navy Cadet. “I am sitting there in uniform, 
so I put my hand up and said, I am not a doctor, I am not a nurse, 
but I do have first aid training,” he remembered. 

A young girl was having a serious allergic reaction to a bee 
sting. Her mother was panicking, the crew was perplexed, and 
the pilot was asking Thomas if he should land the plane. Everyone 
was essentially looking to Thomas for guidance about what to do 
next. Instinctively, his Navy Cadet training kicked in. 

Assessing that the girl’s condition was not worsening, Thomas 
decided that an emergency landing was not required. For the 
remainder of the flight, he comforted both the stricken child and 
her nervous mother. Medical assistance was waiting at the gate 
when the plane landed. The girl made a full recovery and the 
flight crew were extremely grateful for Thomas’ timely assistance.

During World War Two, Thomas’ father answered the call to 
serve his country, becoming a Royal Marine. Shortly after the war, 
his father moved to Canada. When his older brother was of age, 
Thomas watched him join the Navy League Cadets in Halifax. As his brother left for an adventure, Thomas knew he wanted to 

follow in those footsteps. 
“As soon as I turned 13 in 1977, my brother and father drove 

me to Dow’s Lake [in Ottawa]. They dropped me off, and my 
dad said, ‘You do one year and if you don’t like it, you leave, but 
you’re doing one year,’” Thomas reminisced. The following 365 
days changed his life forever. 

The Navy League of Canada, created in 1895, was a response 
to a call for change. The League, existing in the UK before this 
date, was introduced in Canada due to citizens concerned with 
the effects of the British Royal Navy protecting Canada. In its 
inception, the League was an advocacy group calling for the 
introduction of a Canadian Navy. The thought was that if boys 
were taught about the Navy — trained to understand the lifestyle, 
practices, and drills — there would be a willing and able cohort 
of men ready to join the Navy when it was created.

“So they had this pincer movement — they’re lobbying the 
government and training kids to get ready to go into the Navy — 
and in 1910, the Royal Canadian Navy was formed,” explained 
Thomas. “In the First and Second World War, the Navy League 

Doug Thomas is the National Executive Director of the Navy League 
of Canada. In addition to promoting maritime interests in Canada, the 
League, created in 1895, also sponsors one of the largest government-
funded youth programs in Canada. Thomas started his own career in the 
Cadets in 1977 at age 13.  

Doug Thomas served as the protocol officer for HMCS Quadra in British 
Columbia. Once again spending the summer of 1989 on the West Coast, 
Thomas worked as an adventure training officer. From 1990 to 1993, 
Thomas was “called out” and spent three years working full time as a 
Class B reservist at National Defence Headquarters in Ottawa.
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DOUG THOMAS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 61

kicked into high gear training young men coast to coast, mostly 
in interior Canada, to go into the Navy.” 

After the Second World War, the federal government under-
stood the benefits of having this training program, and the deci-
sion was made to keep the Cadets. The Navy League has since 
become the largest supporter of this government-funded youth 
program in Canada. The federal government gives about $225 
million every year to the three Canadian Cadet programs — Air, 
Army, and Sea. 

The Navy League’s is a little different than the Cadet programs 
for the Army and Air. Theirs is just the Air Cadets or the Army 
Cadets, Thomas explains, while the Navy League intertwines with 
the Sea Cadets and the Navy League Cadets, which is the junior 
program. In addition to the Cadet programs, the Navy League is 
also an advocate for maritime affairs throughout Canada. 

The Navy League’s Cadet branch has a community focus, 
described Thomas. Anyone who wants to join has the opportunity, 
but one must always look at the small print. All Cadets are required 
to participate in fundraisers. An example of this would be tag 
days, where cadets stand in front of stores asking for donations. 
“Fortunately, they are very successful. The public really responds 
well to the Cadets in uniform looking for public support and that’s 
a big way money is brought in,” he explained. 

Walking into the Navy League building, one immediately gets 
the sense of home, quite literally, as it is in an old historic house 
on Lisgar Street, in downtown Ottawa. Thomas’ office, humbly 
decorated, is unassuming, like the man himself. Among the quaint 
decorations, sit photographs of his family and various awards, 
one of which is the Chief of Defence Staff Commendation for his 
heroic actions on that eventful cross-Canada flight. It is an office 
filled with character, but an office nonetheless. 

“I never thought I would end up in an office doing desk work, 
but I am. The neat part is, I get to work with a wide range of 
Canadians from every walk of life imaginable — from the lady 

who works at the Tim Hortons drive-through in NB, to the retired 
admiral, to the real estate agent, to the lawyer — everybody, 
because we are the community.”

No day is typical, according to Thomas; they are all a little 
different than the last because of the people he works with. Being 
a member of an executive committee for the Navy League, he 
packages information and disseminates it through the community.

Thomas stresses that a passion for the sea isn’t a requirement. 
“You have to be passionate about working in a volunteer-led youth 
organization. When I jumped in at age 13, I wanted adventure, 
challenge, and reward. I wanted to work with like-minded people, 
and you don’t need to be near the sea or the ocean to get that. 
I am passionate about the youth program.” 

Andrew Warden, the Maritime Affairs and Communications 
Coordinator at the Navy League, said Thomas’ knowledge is 
what makes him the best at the job. 

“He’s different than any boss I have ever had,” said Warden. 
“He doesn’t like to be called boss; he likes to be called the team 
leader. Doug’s been involved in this one way or another for 
probably the last 30–35 years. The Navy League specifically he 
has been with for 20 years, and the Cadet program prior to that,” 
Warden explained. “The wealth of knowledge that guy has — he 
can spin off names of anyone he’s met in the last 20 years and 
knows all the players from then until now.”

On a personal level, I can certainly attest to Thomas’ elephant-
like memory. When I (Megan Brush) encountered Thomas, I was 
a shy and nervous intern covering the annual Navy Appreciation 
Day in February 2012. I had been assigned to cover the event 
just moments before rushing downtown. 

Navy Appreciation Day is a major event for the Navy League, 
and it takes place on Parliament Hill. About 400 Senators and 
Members of Parliament show up to a reception where a select 
group of sailors from across the country are honoured for their 
outstanding work and dedication.

I met Thomas in a rush, hastily shaking his hand before moving 
on to interview the six individuals being honoured that year. As 
one can imagine, this day is an extremely busy one for Thomas, 
who would be pulled from greeting to greeting, shaking hands 
with the top brass, politicians, and others in attendance. One 

ABOVE:  Doug Thomas poses with (then) Commodore John Newton 
and publisher Scott Taylor at the Navy League’s Navy Appreciation Day 
reception on Parliament Hill. Navy Appreciation Day is held annually 
in celebration of all things naval, during which six Canadian sailors are 
honoured for their hard work and dedication. 

TOP RIGHT:  In the summer of 1989, Reservist Doug Thomas (front and 
centre in the photo) took part in a training exercise on Vancouver Island, 
near Comox.
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NEW AD COMING



28  Volume 21 Issue 1

ON APRIL 1, 2006, the 
Canadian Forces Members 
and Veterans Re-Establish-
ment and Compensation Act 
came into force. This Act 
has come to be known as 
the New Veterans Charter 
or NVC. Primarily, the NVC 
establ ished a lump sum 
payment program for CAF 
members and veterans in 
lieu of disability pensions 
previously provided under 
the Pension Act. Truth be 
told, the long-term effect of 
the NVC lump sum payments 
will result in tremendous savings by the Federal Government.

Since the NVC was enacted, it has faced much scrutiny 
from various members of the veteran’s community, particularly 
because the lump sum awards are not comparable to previous 
compensation scheme provided under the Pension Act. More 
apropos, the veterans complain that they are being treated 
unequally because the benefits and compensation available 
under the NVC are substantially less favourable than those 
that are available to injured civilians claiming under Canadian 
tort law or workers compensation laws.

In a novel class action, the constitutionality of the NVC has 
been challenged in the Supreme Court of British Columbia. 
This is colloquially referred to as the Equitas lawsuit.

The Statement of Claim, in particular, elevates the quality, 
worth and eminence of the various reclamations and com-

plaints made by an increasing 
number of veterans, and their 
families, as to their sense 
of abandonment, peril and 
incessant struggles in coping 
with their injuries sustained 
as a result of their service in 
the Profession of Arms.

While the case is still pro-
ceeding through the judicial 
process, the interlocutory 
decisions are telling, and 
this article serves to outline 
some of the novel arguments 
placed the court.

EQUITAS CLASS ACTION SUIT
The lawsuit is a class action, concerning seven injured veter-
ans who have received compensation under the NVC due to 
service related physical or psychological injuries. Taken as a 
whole, the Statement of Claim is original and imaginative. It 
raises issues that should have been placed before the Can-
adian nation years ago, and outlines the lasting and indelible 
commitment made by our forefathers to our military men and 
women who volunteer their services for Queen and Country 
and who may become injured in the process.

In their novel Statement of Claim, the plaintiffs asserted 
the existence of a “Social Covenant” that gives rise to a 
“Fiduciary Duty” on the part of the federal government, and 
invoked provisions of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. They have also framed their claim with other issues 

“The Equitas lawsuit ... raises 
issues that should have been 

placed before the Canadian nation 
years ago, and outlines the lasting 
and indelible commitment made by 
our forefathers to our military men 
and women who volunteer their 
services for Queen and Country 
and who may become injured in 

the process.”

LAW AND ORDER

THE WINDS OF 
CHANGE: 
It’s time for government to  
walk the talk for veterans

4

by Michel W. Drapeau & Joshua M. Juneau
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such as the “Honour of the Crown.” These arguments will be 
discussed below. 

SOCIAL COVENANT
The origin of the Social Covenant can be traced to Prime Minister 
Robert Borden’s solemn commitment to Canadian troops in 1917 
on the eve of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, who stated, “…You need 
have no fear that the government and the country will fail to show 
just appreciation of your service to the country in what you are 
about to do and what you have already done…No man, whether 
he goes back or whether he remains in Flanders, will have just 
cause to reproach the government for having broken faith with 
the men who won and the men who died.”

Later in 1917, the Borden’s Unionist national unity Canadian 
government made a further solemn commitment to those in 
uniform that, “The men by whose sacrifice and endurance the 
free institutions of Canada will be preserved must be re-educated 
where necessary and re-established on the land or in such 
pursuits or vocations as they may desire to follow. The maimed 
and the broken will be protected; the widow and the orphan will 
be helped and cherished. Duty and decency demand that those 
who are saving democracy shall not find democracy a house of 
privilege, or a school of poverty and hardship.”

In subsequent years, Canadian veteran legislation included 
paragraphs reiterating the recognition by Canada of the Social 
Covenant and the obligation of the Nation to be generous and 
magnanimous towards veterans and those who serve in the 
armed forces of the country. An example is contained in Section 
2 of the Pension Act, which states that, “…The provisions of this 
Act shall be liberally construed and interpreted to the end that the 
recognized obligation of the people and Government of Canada 
to provide compensation to those members of the forces who 
have been disabled or have died as a result of military service, 
and to their dependants, may be fulfilled.” 

HONOUR OF THE CROWN
The so-called Honour of the Crown doctrine refers to the principle 
that servants of the Crown must conduct themselves with honour 
when acting on behalf of the Sovereign. This doctrine mandates 
that the Crown shall honour its historical promises and it can be 
used to invalidate otherwise valid legislation.

In its interlocutory decision, the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia outlined that, to date, no Canadian court has ap-
plied the doctrine of the Honour of the Crown outside of the 

Aboriginal context, although it was referenced in the context of 
the sale of land. However, there are decisions in British and pre-
Confederation Canadian common law which suggests the Honour 
of the Crown doctrine has a lengthy history that extends beyond 
the Aboriginal context, and that it is an “evolving” concept. To 
this point, the Supreme Court of British Columbia states, “It is 
conceivable that the promise to provide suitable and adequate 
care for the armed forces and their families meets the threshold of 
an overarching reconciliation of interests that engages the Honour 
of the Crown. The issue is an important one that is deserving of 
full inquiry and should appropriately be left for determination after 
a trial on the merits.”

FIDUCIARY DUTY
In Equitas, the plaintiffs pleaded that the Crown’s fiduciary duty 
is connected to the above outlined Honour of the Crown. In 
upholding this doctrine, the Supreme Court of British Columbia 
states that, “The specific fiduciary duty that the plaintiffs seek 
to establish is not about the legislation of a benefit and service 
scheme for injured armed forces members and veterans. Rather, 
it encompasses “an overarching obligation on the part of the 
Crown to keep the promises it made to them that, in return for 
their services and sacrifices, the government would ensure that 
they and their dependents received adequate services, assistance 
and compensation should they become injured or die.” 

CONSTITUTIONAL CHALLENGE
The plaintiffs argue that, since enactment of the NVC, class 
members have lost their jobs, and are unable to find meaningful 
employment. Furthermore, the plaintiffs argue that compensation 
under the NVC is inadequate to maintain a normal lifestyle for 
those of similar employment background in Canadian society.

As such, the plaintiffs believe that the NVC violates their right 
to life, liberty and security of the person, as guaranteed under 
Section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, in 
a manner that is inconsistent with the principles of fundamental 
justice.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT POSITION
The issue that there is a positive duty owed by the Crown to CAF 
veterans is nothing new, and can be traced back nearly a century. 
In 2013, Veterans Affairs Minister Julian Fantino appealed to a 

LAW AND ORDER ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 61

 “... the plaintiffs believe that the NVC violates their right to life, 
liberty and security of the person, as guaranteed under Section 7 
of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms ...”
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I WISH TO THANK “Letter to the Editor” 
writers James A. Douglas and Michael 
Czuboka (“Posted In,” January 2014, 
Volume 20 Issue 12) for their feedback 
on my recent Esprit de Corps pieces 
(“Commentary in Volume 20 Issue 9 and a 
“Letter to the Editor” in Volume 20 Issue 11).

PERSPECTIVES

REBUTTAL 
Keeping the debate alive,  
the critics are critiqued

4

by Joe Fernandez

In comparison to the sensationalized Stalingrad, operations in the 
Demyansk Pocket are seen as just one example of the many hard-fought 
battles on the Eastern Front. Pictured is a soldier of the 3rd Shock Army, 
364th Rifle Division in Demyansk, 1942.
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PERSPECTIVES

“every single German general officer between 1939 and 1945 
wore the same dirty rags as their men.” The single battle that 
Mr. Czuboka chooses to zero in on, was led on the German side 
by Friederich von Paulus, an extremely ambitious party hack in 
the manner of Canada’s Sam Hughes, William Westmoreland 
in Vietnam, and Ricardo Sanchez in Iraq, who did not care how 
many men he lost if it meant more glitter on his Marshal’s baton. 
Indeed, Paulus became a Hanoi Jane-like communist mouthpiece 
soon after he surrendered just to save his comforts.

To be sure, there were plenty of general officers of Macbeth-like 
ruthless ambition in the German military of the Second World 
War, such as Keitel, Jodl and von Kluge. Indeed, the latter three, 
all artillerists, inadvertently show how blessed Canada is to have 
General Andrew Leslie. Keitel, Jodl and von Kluge all sabotaged 
and starved Colonel-General Heinz Guderian of assets because 
they feared that the Panzerwaffe he pioneered would encroach 
upon the artillery’s ability to win Iron Crosses. Lieutenant-General 
Andrew Leslie, also an artillerist but in complete contrast to Keitel 
et al, ferociously fought to preserve the close combat vehicles of 
Canada’s Panzerwaffe.

The existence of careerists like Keitel and von Kluge, however, 
does not negate the fact that there were indeed Generals who 
shared the same dirty rags and bad food as their men. To name 
but a few, Theodor Scherer, Theodor Eicke, Sepp Dietrich, Felix 
Steiner, Papa Hausser, Papa Ringel, Eugen Meindl, Matthias 
Kleinheisterkamp, Hellmuth Becker, Otto Kumm, Werner Osten-
dorff, and Helmuth von Pannwitz.

What Mr. Czuboka cites from T.R. Fehrenbach about Korea 
is consistent with what Colonel David H. Hackworth, who as a 
Sergeant and then a Lieutenant, won the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge and several Purple Hearts during that war. Mr. Czuboka 
also aligns himself with what Colonel Carl Bernard, a Veteran of 
Task Force Smith, had written decades ago about the Chosin 
Reservoir. What Messrs Czuboka and Fehrenbach (at least in 
the passage cited from the latter) overlook, is that by the time of 
Korea, the U.S. Army had been eviscerated by Harry Truman’s 
political appointee, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson. This, 
and not some inconsequential experimentation, was why the U.S. 
Army withdrew in chaos on one side of the Chosin, while the U.S. 
Marines withdrew in order, with all their weapons, on the other 
side of the reservoir. In other words, the U.S. Army that went into 
Korea in 1950 was in no respect comparable to the Wehrmacht, 
built up over decades by Colonel-General Hans von Seeckt, which 
conquered Poland, France, and almost Moscow.

It is also incorrect to say that the removal of the caste system, 
separating officers and men, led to chaos in Vietnam. Indeed, 
quite the reverse is true. One can see this by reading and 
contrasting Colonel Hackworth’s book Steel My Soldiers’ Hearts, 
about his command of the all-conscript 4/39th Infantry in 1969, 
and Major John L. Plaster’s SOG: The Secret War of America’s 
Commandos in Vietnam. In the former book, Colonel Hackworth 
and his conscripts were abused and micromanaged by two highly 
caste-minded officers, WWII-era General Julian Ewell and his 
protégé Ira Augustus Hunt. Hunt, a West Point PhD engineer, hid 
behind a brigade commander’s uniform, until he retreated from 
his high horse after Colonel Hackworth threatened to beat him. In 
contrast, Major Plaster recounts many Studies and Observations 
Group (SOG) patrols and other actions in “neutral” Laos and 
Cambodia wherein Captains and Lieutenants were under the 
command of Sergeants First Class. In SOG, seniority and who 
had the best-shined shoes did not determine who skippered 
the operation. Only actual operational experience determined 
who skippered the operation, even if that meant Sergeants 
giving orders to West Point officers. SOG was one of the most 
decorated units in Vietnam, which shows that breaking the caste 
system does work. 

As well, in my article, I specifically said, “German officers, even 
generals, wore the same dirty rags as their men.” I did not say, 

REBUTTAL ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 57

ABOVE RIGHT:  A column of American troops from the 1st Marine Division 
as they trek through Chinese lines by the Chosin Reservoir. The U.S. 
Marines withdrew from the reservoir with precision while the U.S. Army, 
on the other side of the Chosin, withdrew in a state of chaos.

“Lieutenant-General Andrew Leslie, also an artillerist but in 
complete contrast to Keitel et al, ferociously fought to preserve the 
close combat vehicles of Canada’s Panzerwaffe.”
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And All Their Glory Past

HISTORY

Night Assault on Fort Erie, August 15, 1814
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In a rare tactical move 
for that era, the British 
commander attempted a 

risky night attack against 
the entrenched Americans. 

Predictably, it soon dissolved 
into a confused melee.

And All Their Glory Past

HISTORY

s

Night Assault on Fort Erie, August 15, 1814
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As a picket commander, Lieutenant William Belknap’s 
duty was to delay the oncoming British long enough for the remainder 
of the Left Division to fully man its defences. He accomplished this 
task admirably. After his outlying sentries had fired and fallen back on 
the main body of his picket, Belknap placed his men in a two-rank line 
across the shore road to Point Abino, held his fire until his opponents 
were within 10 to 15 yards, and then hit them with a concentrated volley. 

by Donald E. Graves

Assault on the northeast bastion. Painted in the 1830s, this imaginative artist’s 
conception of the attack on the bastion shows Lieutenant-General Gordon Drummond 
waving on his men while Lieutenants Patrick McDonough and John C. Watmough 
fend off the assault, and Captain Alexander Williams lies, mortally wounded, in the 
foreground. (photograph by rené chartrand of a painting by “ecw” in the united states 
military magazine, march 1841, illustration from “and all their glory past,” published by 
robin brass studio)
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This, he recalled, “checked their progress, and thereby gave 
me an opportunity of retiring” to a position closer to the main 
defences. The British, formed in close column, staggered, then 
recovered their stride and came on again as Belknap fell back. 
In the American camp, meanwhile, all was frantic activity as, 
alerted by shouts of “To arms, to arms!”, officers and men ran 
to their posts.

Captain Nathan Towson found himself with a problem. Thanks 
to his precautions, his gunners had their double-shotted 6-pdr. 
guns in the battery atop Snake Hill ready for action within minutes. 
If Towson opened up, however, he ran the risk of hitting Belknap’s 
picket, which was falling back toward him. The previous evening 
Towson had watched Belknap’s detachment march out to relieve 
Picket No. 4 and had been struck with anxiety at the “apparent 

youth” of its 19-year-old commander — he now faced the hard 
choice of firing and possibly killing or wounding Belknap and 
some of his men, or not firing and letting the British hit the 
main line before it was completely manned. As Towson later 
commented, it was,

the most perplexing moment of my military life. Every minute’s 
delay in firing jeopardized the whole army. On other hand, 
it was next to an impossibility for the [picket] guard to have 
performed, in such gallant style, the duty assigned to it, and 
have gotten out of the way in the time agreed upon. The 
inevitable consequence of an immediate discharge from my 
battery, under such circumstances, would be the destruction 
of the gallant troops that had so faithfully performed their 
duty. There was, however, no time to deliberate.

Making his decision Towson opened fire with the three 6-pdr. 
guns that could bear on the lakeshore road. Fortunately, given the 
height of the battery, some 20 feet higher than Belknap’s picket, 
most of his rounds went over their heads and only one American 
was killed and a few wounded. “Thus,” Belknap later recalled, as 
his men “disputed every ounce of ground” they were “between the 
fire of friends, & the bayonet of the enemy.” As the picket neared 
the main defences, Belknap was challenged for the password, 
which was “Defend.” He shouted it but the sentries guarding the 
gap through the abbatis, which was used as a gate on this side 
of the camp, thought he had replied “Friend,” so there was some 
delay until the confusion was sorted out. Belknap was the last 
man through the gap and the British were so close behind him 
that he was stabbed in an embarrassing part of his anatomy by 
a pursuer’s bayonet. Dragging Belknap to safety, the men on the 
gap hastily closed it with an obstacle and opened fire.

Sir Gordon Drummond was the first Canadian-born officer to command 
both the military and the civil government. As Lieutenant Governor of 
Upper Canada, Drummond distinguished himself on the Niagara Frontier 
in the War of 1812 and later became Governor-General and Administrator 
of Canada. Late in 1813, Drummond was sent to Upper Canada as 
lieutenant governor, replacing Francis de Rottenburg, an unpopular 
officer who was considered over-cautious, nervous about any sort of 
engagement, and reluctant to send reinforcements to vital areas. Like Sir 
Isaac Brock before him, Drummond was aggressive and willing to take 
chances. In December 1813 Drummond launched a surprise attack which 
led to the capture of Fort Niagara. Despite a constant lack of manpower 
and war material, Drummond had all but driven the American forces from 
the Niagara by the close of the 1813-14 winter campaign.

“Night Assault on Fort Erie” is 
an excerpt from the book And 
All Their Glory Past: Fort Erie, 

Plattsburgh and the Final Battles 
in the North, 1814, by Donald E. 

Graves, published by Robin Brass 
Studio in 2013. Reprinted with 

permission of the publisher.
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Lieutenant-Colonel Viktor Fischer of De Watteville’s Regi-
ment had opted to move along the lakeshore or Point Abino 
road because it presented a useful approach route. Fischer 
had organized his column into three distinct elements. The first 
element, under the command of Major Thomas Evans of the 8th 
Foot, consisted — in order of march — of half the light company 
of the 8th Foot, the light company of De Watteville’s Regiment, 
the light company of the 100th Foot, the remaining half of the 8th 
Foot light company, the grenadier company of De Watteville’s, 
and the light company of the 89th Foot. It appears that only the 
light companies of the 8th and 89th Foot under Lieutenant Charles 
Barstow and Captain James Basden, respectively, were permitted 
to retain their flints. Fischer’s second element consisted of the 
remainder of De Watteville’s Regiment and the third element was 
the rest of the 8th Foot.

The defences between Snake Hill and the lake were the weak-
est part of the perimeter. Not as much effort had been paid to 
this sector as it was the part of the camp farthest from the British 
and, as noted above, Drummond had deliberately refrained from 
making any movements in the area, in an effort to try to keep 
American attention focused on the opposite flank. There were no 
ramparts or ditches and the only defensive work was an abbatis, 
not all that thick, which ran from Snake Hill down to the lake and 
then curled back along the shore. Near the lake, this abbatis was 
not fixed very firmly as the shore was flat rock and the best that 
could be done was to weigh it down with logs.

The defence of this sector was the responsibility of Ripley’s 
Second Brigade and Ripley had assigned the abbatis to the 
Twenty-First Infantry, recruited in Massachussetts and New 
Hampshire, and one of the best units in the Left Division. Ripley 
had been this unit’s first commanding officer and he had turned 
it into a well-trained and disciplined regiment. When Ripley was 
promoted to a brigadier-general in early 1814, Colonel James 
Miller had assumed command of the Twenty-First and, under 
Miller, it had earned laurels at Lundy’s Lane, when it captured 
the British artillery by a bayonet charge. (When Brown ordered 

While wading through the lake to flank the American position, British 
attackers came under volleys from the defenders as depicted in this 
photograph of American re-enactors. Most of the attackers who were not 
killed were forced to surrender. (vincent j. curtis)
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Miller to attack the hill and take the British artillery at Lundy’s 
Lane, Miller’s modest response was “I’ll try, Sir.” That famous 
phrase is now the motto of the Fifth Infantry Regiment, United 
States Army, the descendant of the wartime Twenty-First Infantry.)

This feat gained Miller promotion to brigadier-general and, 
as the most senior unwounded officer present with the unit 
after Lundy’s Lane was only a captain, Gaines had appointed 
the competent Major Eleazar Wood of the engineer corps as a 
temporary commanding officer. 

When the alarm was given, Wood quickly moved his men to 
their assigned posts. Three of his companies, under the command 
of Captain Morrill Marston, took position behind the abbatis from 
Snake Hill to the lake, a fourth took post to the right of Towson’s 
battery as a reserve, while a fifth company under Captain 
Benjamin Ropes was also placed in reserve behind Snake Hill.

Once they had commenced, Towson’s gunners kept up a 
continual fire of canister on the British — although much of it 
went over the attackers’ heads. From the “sheet of fire rolling 
from Towsons’s battery,” Gaines, who had rushed to his left 
flank as soon as the first rounds were fired, was able to see “the 
enemy’s column of about 1,500 men approaching on that point” 
and it “was not checked until it approached within ten feet of 
our infantry; a line of loose brush representing an abattis only 
intervened; a column of the enemy attempted to pass round 
the abbatis through the water, where it was nearly breast deep.” 

After Towson opened up, Marston could see from the muzzle 
flash that, 

the enemy were quite up to the works. I gave orders for my 
command to commence firing, which was kept up for about 
10 minutes. I discovered that some of the enemy in the centre, 
were getting over the abbatis and at the same time charging 
with their bayonetts [sic]. At the same time I also discovered 
a large body of the enemy in the water and I judged from 
there being no firing on the part of the enemy, and from the 
words “charge” and “give the damned yankees no quarter” 
being very often repeated along of the line of the enemy, that 
they depended upon their bayonetts. 

Wood ordered Ropes to bring his company and the other 
reserve company into action on his left flank where some of the 
attackers had almost got around the part of the abbatis that 
curved back along the shore. Always a creative speller, Ropes 
later wrote that “We oppened on thim with About one hundred & 
fifty or Sixty Men together with Capt. Towsons Artillery from the 
battery they brok fell back to from wich they did & made a second 
attack with Great furey comming so near that we bayoneted them 
in the Abbetus.” The two companies took up a position where 
they could fire at the British in the lake who, wading in water up 
to their chests, could not return it because they had no flints 
and, even if they had, it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, 

During the night of August 15, 1814, Lieutenant-Colonel Viktor Fischer of 
Colonel Frédéric De Watteville’s Regiment led an attack on the American 
forces entrenched behind an abattis at Fort Erie. (illustration from “and 
all their glory past,” published by robin brass studio)

FISCHER’S ATTACK, AUGUST 15, 1814
A. LCol Fischer’s approach route (British)
B. Attacks on the American abattis
C. Failed attempt by British to flank by lake
m. Towson’s battery (American)
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to load and fire a musket while standing chest deep in water. 
Those few who managed to get around the abbatis and into the 
interior of the American position were quickly surrounded and 
forced to surrender.

All this time, part of the attacking force continued to penetrate 
the abbatis, some attempting to chop through it with axes, others 
to pull it apart with picks and bayonets. Most American witnesses 
state that the British made a series of bayonet “charges” at this 
point but disagree about the number: Marston thought it was 
three, Ripley and Wood thought it was five. It is likely that these 
movements were not really charges as such but “surges” as an 
officer or non-commissioned officer gathered some men around 
him and made an attempt at getting through the abbatis. It is 
unclear from the eyewitness accounts but apparently a second 
attempt was made to wade out into the lake around the abbatis 
but it met no better success than the first. What all American 
participants agree on is that after a combat that lasted between 
15 and 30 minutes, the British fell back, “apparently in great 
disorder,” according to Marston.

To Lieutenant David Douglass, at his position on the north end 
of the position, the fighting around Snake Hill was both visible 
and audible because it was, 

marked by an illumination of exquisite brilliancy, shining far 
up in the dark, cloudy atmosphere which hung over us; while 
the battery, on its right [Snake Hill], elevated some twenty 
feet above the level, was lighted up with a blaze of artillery 

fires, which gained for it, after that night, the appellation of 
“Towson’s lighthouse.” To the ear, the reports of musketry 
and artillery were blended together, in one continuous 
roar, somewhat like the close double drag of a drum, on a 
grand scale.

Reconstructing this action from the British side is a much 
more difficult task. No soldier in Fischer’s column really had a 
clear picture of what happened and Fischer himself was badly 
wounded in the attack. He did manage to submit a brief report 
and Lieutenant-General Drummond certainly questioned some 
of the surviving officers as he provided additional details in 
his report to his superior, Sir George Prevost. From the scant 
evidence available it appears that the lead element of Fischer’s 
column, consisting of the light companies of the 8th, 89th and 
100th Foot and the flank companies of De Watteville’s Regiment, 
were arrested at the abbatis. The light companies of the 8th and 
De Watteville’s Regiment, moved to the right and it was men 
from these sub-units, under the command of Major Charles de 
Vilatte of De Watteville’s and Lieutenant Brooke Young of the 8th, 
who attempted to wade around the abbatis. The remainder of 
the lead element tried to cut their way through the abbatis and 
suffered from the heavy fire of Marston’s three companies of the 
Twenty-First Infantry, which were defending it. It appears that 
the grenadier company of De Watteville’s attempted to assault 

GLORY PAST ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 57
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Wounded Warriors Canada is a non-
profit organization geared to help Canadian 
Forces personnel that were injured while 
serving Canada. The organization helps 
veterans transition from their military ca-
reer back to civilian life. Wounded Warriors 
has recently shifted their focus to mental 
illness, including helping those soldiers 
with PTSD and Operational Stress Injuries.  

To contact Allan Kobayashi dir-
ectly, or for more information on the 
run, to follow updates, or to donate, 
please visit the fol lowing website 
http://woundedwarriorrunbc.com.

CANADA AND U.S. TO SHARE 
SPACE-RELATED INFORMATION
THE DEPARTMENT OF National 

Defence has signed a long-term agree-
ment to share space-related data and 
information with the United States 
Department of Defense. 

This partnership will allow the Canadian 
Space Operations Centre to maintain a 
safer space operating environment for 
satellites. The operation centre will share 
unclassified information concerning space 
weather and hazards, such as man-made 
debris or spacecraft collisions. 

On January 14, 2014, Minister of 
National Defence Rob Nicholson said, 
“That announcement will enable Canada 
to continue improving and protecting 
our critical space assets. By extending 
our cooperation with our closest ally, we 
will provide our brave men and women 
with the tools they need and ensure the 
success of their missions.”

Satellites in outer-space are used to 
monitor weather, communications, search 
and rescue operations and navigation.

Other information shared between the 
two countries will include warning mes-
sages and predicted times of atmospheric 
re-entry points – essentially, when an 
object is moving through the Earth’s 
atmosphere, sharing information will assist 
in determining the cause of satellite inter-
ference, and provide the data necessary 
to avoid collisions between satellites and 
space debris.

Canada previously had signed a 
“memorandum of understanding” with 
the U.S. Air Force in 2012. This increased 
Canada’s awareness of the location of 
space objects, to help prevent the colli-
sion, and ultimate loss of critical space 
satellites and other capabilities. In turn, 
this protected Canada’s various interests, 
including GPS satellites, telecommuni-
cations, weather satellites, and earth 
observation satellites.

CANADIAN WARSHIP SETS SAIL 
TO ARABIAN SEA
HMCS REGINA DEPARTED from 

CFB Esquimalt in early January as part 
of Canada’s participation in Operation 
ARTEMIS, a 29-nation effort to support 
maritime security and counter-terrorism in 
the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean.

HMCS Regina is set to replace HMCS 

FIVE ATHLETES TO RELAY RUN 
VANCOUVER ISLAND
AS PART OF a new initiative, five 

endurance runners will complete a more 
than 600-kilometre long-distance run 
across Vancouver Island in just six days. 
The athletes are completing this trek to 
raise money and awareness for Wounded 
Warriors Canada. 

The Wounded Warriors Run BC, created 
and spearheaded by Allan Kobayashi, will 
take place from February 16–21, 2014. The 
team will run the entire length of Vancouver 
Island, from Port Hardy to Esquimalt, with 
the goal of raising $5,000 for Wounded 
Warriors Canada. So far, just by word of 
mouth, the team has raised close to $2,000. 

Running alongside Kobayashi are 
Dan Bodden, George Beatteay, Steve 
Kobayashi, and Jeremy Buckingham. 
Each member will run, on average, a gruel-
ing two hours a day, in a relay-style race to 
cover about 20–30 kilometres per person 
each day, according to Kobayashi. The 
team will visit each local Royal Canadian 
Legion branch along the running route. 
The Legions will serve as checkpoints for 
community outreach, as well as donation 
collection centres. 

Wounded Warriors Run,  
OP ARTEMIS & Vet Programs  

IN THE NEWS

HITS AND MISSES4

Allan Kobayashi, creator 
of Wounded Warrior Run 
BC, finishes up a Tough 

Mudder Race. A well-
seasoned endurance 

runner, Kobayashi says 
he is excited for the relay 
race. He and four other 
individuals plan to run 

the length of Vancouver 
Island, nearly 600 

kilometres to raise money 
for Wounded Warriors 

Canada. 
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Toronto, which has intercepted and 
destroyed nine narcotic shipments, 
totalling 7.8 metric tonnes, during its time 
protecting the Arabian Sea. The HMCS 
Toronto has been in the region since 
February 2013. It recently seized more 
than 280 kilograms of heroin from a ship 
off the coast of Tanzania.

The ships are part of Combined Task 
Force 150, was created under this mission 
and Canada has contributed to this effort. 

HMCS Regina, with a crew of ap-
proximately 250 personnel, is equipped 
with a CH-124 Sea King helicopter air 
detachment and will work with allied 
countries to detect, prevent, and weaken 
terrorist activities on the sea by conducting 
patrols and various security operations. 

“HMCS Regina’s deployment demon-
strates Canada’s ongoing commitment 
to support peace and security in the 
greater Middle East,” said Minister of 
National Defence Rob Nicholson in the 
press release (when). “Canadians can be 

proud of the crew of HMCS Regina for 
their dedication, service and sacrifice in 
support of this endeavour.”

HMCS Regina will spend the next eight 
months in the region. 

AFGHAN TROOPS RETURN HOME
MORE CANADIAN ARMED Forces 

personnel returned home from Afghanistan 
the week of January 20, as the training 
mission comes to a close there. 

One hundred and forty-three Canadians 
returned to their home bases in Ontario, 
Manitoba, and Alberta. They are some of 
the last Canadians left in the region serving 
as a part of Operation ATTENTION.

OP ATTENTION is part of the NATO 
training operation in Afghanistan to help 
train the Afghan National Security Forces 
to a level of self-sufficiency. Canada was 
the second-largest contributor to this 
mission after the U.S. 

By the end of January, only about 100 
personnel will remain in theatre to support 

the operation in Afghanistan. However, 
according to a press release from National 
Defence, by March 2014, all Canadian 
Armed Forces personnel will return home.

After nearly 14 years, this will mark 
the end of Canada’s military operations 
in Afghanistan, where nearly 40,000 
Canadian soldiers, sailors, and air men and 
women have been deployed since 2001. 

ENTREPRENEURIAL PROGRAMS 
WHEN A SOLDIER leaves the mil-

itary there is a transition process from 
the intensely structured military to the 
outside world. The Prince’s Operation 
Entrepreneur (POE) wants to be a part of 
this transition. In a week-long crash course 
in all things business and entrepreneur-
ship, the POE wants to open the doors for 
men and women of the Canadian Armed 
Forces to a new world of innovation, 
leadership, and calculated risks. 
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IT IS OFTEN SAID that the study of 
history helps us to understand the present. 
We live in the aftershock of historic events. 
The ideas we have, the inventions we create 
are all ripples in time, influenced by past 
experience. So often looking at the past 
gives us insight into society and the culture 
around certain current issues.

PERSPECTIVES

SHELL SHOCK 
The culture of cowardice  
in the First World War

4

by Megan Brush

A shell-shocked soldier receives an electrical shock treatment from 
a nurse. The Bergonic chair was an apparatus devised to administer 
general electric shock treatment in psychoneurotic cases during the Great 
War. By the end of the First World War, the British Army had dealt with 
80,000 cases of shell shock after experiencing the horrific conditions of 
the battlefield. (otis historical archives)
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PERSPECTIVES

Videos of sol-
diers experien-
cing shell shock 
symptoms which 
can be seen by a 
quick search on 
the internet are 
often disturbing 
to watch. These 
are videos of men 
who are unable 
to stand or walk; 
their bodies in 
uncontrol lable 
spasm, tremors 
ignited by the 
fight to control 
the i r  act ions. 
Photographs of 
victims are equally eerie, with the infamous thousand-yard stares 
that often plague sufferers. Their gaze is forever locked into his-
tory by the photographer. They gaze off into some distant world, 
unable to return to the horrifying realities that surrounded them. 

At the time, it was indeed a disease unlike any other before the 
Great War. It is popular consensus that the term “shell shock” was 
first used in 1915 by Charles S. Myers. He published the term in 
a prominent medical journal called The Lancet. Myers first article 
describes similar symptoms all displayed by different patients. He 
lays out plainly the cause of these ailments: shell fire. 

Ted Bogacz wrote in an article entitled War Neurosis and 
Cultural Change in England, that some of the earliest beliefs 
was that war neurosis resulted from concussions received as a 
result of shell fire, hence the name “shell shock.” But there were 
other theories of its origin that existed as well. In fact, since its 
emergence seemed as sudden as that of the war itself, shell 
shock was treated with a caution at first, which often mutated 
into suspicion. 

There was an ideal type of soldier that dominated popular 
beliefs – one of masculinity and fearlessness. Sufferers of shell 
shock were seen as to not fit this mould, and so conclusions 
were drawn that they were unusual and perhaps had pre-existing 
conditions. 

According to Bogacz’s article, there was a general acceptance 
among English psychologists that “insanity was a disorder of 
mind resulting from structural or functional lesions of the organ 

Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is what some would call 
a hot-button issue in military circles today. Headlines are filled 
with calls for help and the creation of government initiatives to 
help those veterans who are suffering. Medically, new research 
grants and institutions have sprung up across Canada to study 
the cause and effect of the disorder. The Canadian government 
has even gone so far as to create a phone app to help sufferers 
manage their symptoms. But the government has not always 
been so willing to help with the mental effects of war. Shell shock 
treatments during and after the First World War varied, from the 
idea that patients would be cured from psychoanalysis to harsh 
and sometimes cruel “suggestive” methods. 

By the end of the First World War, the British army had dealt 
with approximately 80,000 cases of shell shock, war neurosis, or 
what is now known as PTSD. In 1917, one-seventh of discharges 
from the British military for disabilities, claimed war neurosis as 
the cause. Four out of five cases of shell shock were never able 
to return to service. At the time, symptoms of shell shock varied 
from spasms, paralysis, mutism, deafness, and nightmares to 
uncontrollable trembling. 

“In fact, since its emergence seemed as sudden as that of the war 
itself, shell shock was treated with a caution at first, which often 
mutated into suspicion.”

ABOVE:  Image from The Great War taken in an Australian Advanced 
Dressing Station near Ypres in 1917. The wounded soldier in the lower left 
of the photo has a dazed, thousand-yard stare — a frequent symptom of 
“shell shock.” (australian archives)

TOP RIGHT:  Dr. William Rivers (1864-1922) is best known for his work 
with shell-shocked soldiers during the First World War. Rivers did not 
agree with the ‘stiff upper lip’ that soldiers were supposed to demonstrate 
in the battlefield, instead encouraging them to talk about their experiences 
and face their fear and the horror of what had happened to them. 
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of mind” or brain. It was because of this theory, that insanity was 
merely a physical ailment, that psychologists ignored the mental 
symptoms of shell shock to focus solely on the physical. The 
dreams, delusions, and sometimes hysteria were thought of as 
beyond rationality and held no importance to therapy, according 
to Bogacz. 

Notable historian Joanna Bourke has written quite a lot on 
the topic of shell shock. In her article “Effeminacy, Ethnicity, 
and the End of Trauma: The Sufferings of Shell Shocked Men in 
Great Britain and Ireland,” she quotes an article titled “Are You 
a Post-War Criminal?” The name alone screams of the negative 
feelings toward shell shock, but Bourke wrote, “... in 1920, shell 
shock was simply ‘an excuse for crime,’ made by men who were 
‘accelerated degenerates’ even before the war and were too 
‘lazy’ to find employment.” These disgruntled feelings toward 
shell shock victims were inherently common. 

Many believed in the idea that men were often prone to shell 
shock before the war due to mental softness or even personality 
disorders. Victims were accused of exaggeration of the impact 
of shell shock to gain compensation or benefits. In his book War 
Neurosis, which was published in 1918, John T. MacCurdy noted 
that although one soldier may not have experienced symptoms 
before the war, he still displayed an abnormality in his “make-up.” 
MacCurdy described soldiers who were often tender-hearted, shy, 
and introverted would often be the ones to suffer. 

MacCurdy also wrote that these men had an aversion to seeing 
animals killed and a shyness toward women. This was the belief 
of the time: the soft hearted men were the ones who suffered from 
shell shock, not the heroic warriors. The often harsh treatments 
soldiers would receive to cure shell shock emerged because of 
this mindset. 

The treatment of shell shock sparked a great debate within the 
psychiatric field, which continued for nearly ten years after the 
conclusion of the war. Some men were treated with a version of 
then-controversial psychoanalysis treatment, where the sufferer 
would be encouraged to talk about his dreams to determine the 
cause. Others received electric shock therapy. Sadly, others were 
left untreated, at times facing execution for desertion. 

In 1922, the British War Office Committee was tasked to report 
on the notion of shell shock in the First World War to look into its 
impact within the British Army. Interestingly, there is a chapter 

that deals with the idea of cowardice vs. shell shock. The report 
gives voice to a man identified as Major Pritchard-Taylor, who 
says, “the front-line medical officer should be a man rather than 
a doctor, and as true ‘shell shock’ cases cannot be distinguished 
from others in the turmoil of battle, they are all better suspected 
as malingerers and a large number will be saved.” 

The report is not solely harsh however, and does advise that 
soldiers who appear to be shaky should be given a “soft job.” 
It accepts the idea of shell shock, but states the impracticality 
of believing all who claim symptoms. It does also conclude 
that those who may have displayed cowardice may have done 
so beyond their control. This is when, according to the report, 
experienced medical opinion is needed to decide if a case is 
genuine shell shock or not. 

Not all doctors were sympathetic to the plight of shell shock, 
however. By medical standards of practice today, they were 
indeed very harsh. Dr. Lewis Yealland was born in Canada, 
received his degree from the University of Western, and moved 
to Britain to practice medicine during the First World War. He is 
known for his belief in strict discipline when treating soldiers for 
shell shock. 

His published work gives insight to how his beliefs in cow-
ardice affected his treatment of shell shock. Within the first few 
sentences of one article, Yealland’s method of treatment can 
be summed up in a disturbing set of three words: suggestion, 
re-education, and discipline. Not entirely the sympathetic doctor 
who you would hope would treat the mentally ill. Yealland and 
his co-author E.D Audrian, published an article about treatments 
of shell shock, dictating the need for discipline, a stern attitude, 
and at times, “a little plain speaking accompanied by a strong 
faradic [electrical] current.” 

Yealland wrote that doctors must act strict and that any man 
left uncured is the result of poor doctoring. Yealland’s writings 
offer a disturbing insight to the practices surrounding shell shock 
during and after the First World War. He wrote that once a patient 
walks into a room, the doctor should immediately take on a mildly 
bored persona. They are to act perfectly familiar with the illness, 
as though they have seen a case of shell shock thousands of 
times. Yealland wrote the doctor should act as though each cause 
is “a perfect example of the type of case which is cured in five 
minutes by appropriate treatment.” 

His words are often riddled with condescension, using instruc-
tions such as depriving a patient of his audience. He talked about 
this treatment particularly when dealing with functional tremors or 
pseudo-chorea – when a patient experiences bodily movements 
beyond their control. “…The patient becomes quiet as soon as 
he is deprived of his audience,” wrote Yealland.

Most disturbingly, Yealland encourages the threat of turning up 
the current for electrotherapy – which was often used as treatment 
for shell shock. At times, a patient would come in experiencing 
paralysis in a limb. Yealland lays out what to do with a patient 

Use of electrical apparatus to distribute slow sinusoidal electricity to a 
patient. Electrodes are applied by a nurse at the root of the splanchnic 
nerves in splanchnoptosis to treat resultant cerebral anemia found in shell 
shock sufferers. (otis historical archives)
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experience paralysis of an arm. Again, he instructs, a doctor 
should appear mildly bored and insist the patient will be cured 
in no time whatsoever. “He is not asked whether he can raise his 
paralysed arm or not; he is ordered to raise it,” wrote Yealland. 
Others who have written on Yealland describe most seemingly 
torturous methods of treatment. 

Author Tom Slevin wrote in his article, The Wound and the 
First World War, that Yealland treated a patient, known as Private 
M. This soldier had lost his ability to speak after experiencing 
combat in the war. He had been in a series of “horrific battles, 
including Mons, Marne, and Ypres.” Yealland strapped Private 
M to a chair, robbing him of the ability to move, and for twenty 
minutes at a time, would apply strong electric currents to his neck 
and throat. Paired with the electric currents, Yealland applied the 
treatment of lit cigarettes to the tip of the private’s tongue and 
placed hot plates in the back of his mouth. Meanwhile, Yealland 
used “suggestive techniques to inscribe ideologies of duty, 
control, and masculinity,” wrote Slevin. The private was eventually 
cured by this method after about an hour of treatment when he 
uttered a sound. 

It would be unfair to say that this was the sole treatment shell 
shocked soldiers received during and after the First World War. 
Some patients were treated quite differently, urged to discuss their 
nightmares and experiences during the war to gain some sort 
of peace. William Halse Rivers, an English doctor who practiced 
mainly at Craiglockhart War Hospital during the Great War, 
practiced this talking cure. In his article, Repression of the War 
Experience, he wrote about how damaging avoiding discussing 
their experiences can be for men. “I hope to show that many of 
the most trying and distressing symptoms from which the subject 
of war neurosis suffer are not necessarily the result of the strain 
and shock to which they have been exposed in warfare,” he wrote, 
“but are due to an attempt to banish from the mind distressing 
memories of warfare…” His prose is almost compassionate, 
packed with the need to help. He wrote empathetically, describing 
each soldier’s situation as “distressing” and “painful.” 

Rivers also goes into great detail his treatment of several 
soldiers with psychoanalysis – or the talking cure. One patient 
he treated experience recurring nightmares about discovering his 
good friend’s mutilated body as a result of an exploding shell. 
Rivers suggested this patient attempt to look at the death in a 
different light – the brutal arrangement of his friend’s body parts 
means a quick, probably painless death. This suggestion helped 
the patient eventually, wrote Rivers. The nightmares evolved from 
evoke blinding terror to sadness – an emotion Rivers wrote is 
much easier to bear.

Unlike Yealland’s writing, Rivers admits the ineffectiveness of 
his cure. He is humble – rather scientific in his work, acknowledg-
ing his faults as well as his successes. “Sometimes the experi-
ence which a patient is striving to forget is so utterly horrible or 

disgusting, so wholly free from any redeeming feature which can 
be used as a means of readjusting the attention,” he wrote, “that 
it is difficult or impossible to find an aspect which will make its 
contemplation endurable.” 

One such case was that of a patient who had been blown by 
a shell into a days-old rotten corpse of a German soldier. Upon 
impact, his face struck the swollen belly of the German. The 
patient lost consciousness, but not before feeling his mouth and 
nose fill with the decaying insides of the German soldier. The 
taste and smell of the foul entrails still haunted him in his dreams.

Rivers found his situation was incurable within a short time 
frame, and he wrote that he thought it would be best that the 
patient “should leave the Army and seek the conditions which 
had previously given him relief.”

Rivers continue his treatment of shell shock and war neurosis 
long after the war. Pat Barker wrote a wonderful historical fiction 
novel on Rivers time at Craiglockhart, titled Regeneration. A 
character of Yealland even makes a cameo appearance as an evil 
doctor brutally treating shell shock sufferers. Rivers predicted that 
psychiatry would emerge from the war in a very different state. 
“Above all,” he wrote, “it will be surrounded by an atmosphere 
of hope and promise for the future treatment of the greatest of 
human ills.”

In the wake of mental health month, Rivers’ optimistic words 
are even more necessary today than they were at the conclusion 
of the Great War. 

A destroyed German trench at Messines resulting from a major assault by 
the British during the Great War. Death and destruction surrounded the 
men who fought on the front lines, and many soldiers suffered emotional 
wounds from what they saw and experienced. Described as shell shock 
then, it is now referred to as post-traumatic stress disorder. 
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Keeping his 
memories alive

My name is Percy Jackson. I was born on December 
19, 1926. I was born in Lucasville [Nova Scotia]. And I 
was always an honours student, until I quit in Grade 10 
to join the forces. The war came, my older brother, who 
I idolized — he was my mentor, he was my hero, he was 
everything to me, enlisted and went overseas with the 
Army. I was devastated. I was lost. I said, “I have to get 
in the army. I have to get in the forces, I have to get over 
there, and either rescue 
my brother or follow my 
brother.”

I tried to get in the 
forces at age 14. But 
when I went [to the 
recruiting office], the 
guy says, “I’m sorry, 
but we have your birth 
certificate and you can’t 
get in.” So I said, “Okay.” 
Very disappointed, I 
went back home. 

I tried it again at 16, 

walked into Halifax recruiting, and had no problem 
whatsoever. I passed with 100 per cent and my IQ was 
high. And after the examinations and everything was over, 
they said, “Congratulations, you passed, you are now in 
the forces. All you have to do now is go back home for 
a couple weeks and we will call you. Get your business 
done and come back and we’ll call you.” So I said, “I don’t 
have any business to attend to.” “Oh, you don’t? You 

want to stay right now?” 
I said, “Yes!” So I went 
around the line again, in, 
phase one done. 

Then, I went in the 
army and took my basic 
training in Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia. I was a 
model soldier. And I 
couldn’t be nothing else, 
because my uniforms 
had to be pressed prop-
erly, my shoes had to be 
shined really good, and 

PERCY JACKSON
WWII VETERAN

PERCY JACKSON SERVED as a reinforcement soldier for The North Nova Scotia 
Highlanders infantry regiment during the Second World War. He was motivated to join the 
armed forces because his older brother had enlisted and gone overseas. Shortly after Mr. 
Jackson arrived in Europe during the last winter of the war (1944–45), he was held back 
from the front because he was underage for overseas service. The brothers eventually 
reunited in Holland and Percy Jackson served in the regular Canadian Armed Forces until 
1977. Below is an edited excerpt of his story, available on the Memory Project website. 
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Percy Jackson (seated at front, left) with his fellow Canadian Army soldiers 
during the Second World War.
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www.thememoryproject.com

“... my brother, who was in the [June 6, 1944] D-Day landings, 
had been wounded, about four days after the invasion. [After being 
patched up at] a British field hospital, he went back into action 
again. And he was wounded again, in the Liberation of Holland.”

it was [because 
of] my discipline 
and my own re-
spect that I did 
this, because it 
had been instilled 
in me to be the 
best. And I guess 
my superiors rec-
ognized this and 
they made me a 
section leader, 
within one month 
in the forces. That 
was in 1944. Then, 
just after Christ-
mas, [when] all 
my training was 
done … they said, “Well, now you’re going overseas.” 
My mission — I was on my way! 

And all I could think about was my mission: to go 
find my brother. But I was supposed to be part of the 
reinforcements for The North Nova Scotia Highlanders. … 
So I joined the unit [in Holland] and then, all of a sudden, 
I was taken away. I didn’t know what happened, but I 
found afterwards that my mother had written a letter. 
She said my brother, who was in the [June 6, 1944] D-
Day landings, had been wounded, about four days after 
the invasion. [After being patched up at] a British field 
hospital, he went back into action again. And he was 
wounded again, in the Liberation of Holland. She said 
she knew I was in the forces, so that’s what surprised 
me. But she probably might have, so she thought, you 
know, “Well, look, I’m going to do him a favour, because 
he has no business there.”

So anyway, when they took me from my unit, and they 
put me in a little tent there, administration tent, and I 
said, “Well, what am I doing here?” They said, “Never 

The Memory Project Archive is creating an 
unprecedented record of Canada’s participation 

in the Second World War and Korean War as seen 
through the eyes of thousands of men and women 

who were there. It provides every living veteran with 
the opportunity to preserve their memories through 
recorded interviews and digitized memorabilia. Their 

stories are available, in both official languages, at 
www.thememoryproject.com and  

www.leprojetmemoire.com.

Created in 2001, The Memory Project Speakers 
Bureau is a bilingual educational program designed to 
connect veterans, serving soldiers, and students online 

and in classrooms across the country. The Speakers 
Bureau includes 1,500 volunteers from across Canada 
who visit classrooms and community groups sharing 
their stories. Memory Project speakers represent a 

wide range of conflicts, including the Second World 
War, Korean War, Peacekeeping Operations, and other 
Canadian Forces experiences. To date, these veteran 
and Canadian Forces volunteers have reached more 

than 1.4 million Canadians. For more information, 
to register as a volunteer, or to book a speaker for 
your classroom or community group, please visit 

www.thememoryproject.com/speakers-bureau/ or  
www.leprojetmemoire.com/bureau-des-orateurs/.

The Memory Project Archive and The Memory Project 
Speakers Bureau are initiatives of Historica Canada, 

the largest independent organization dedicated to 
Canadian history, identity and citizenship.

with the support of

OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP IMAGE:  Percy Jackson in Royal Canadian 
Legion blazer. Mr. Jackson joined The North Nova Scotia 
Highlanders Regiment at the tender age of 16 in 1944. His mission: 
to find his older brother, who had enlisted in the Canadian Forces 
the year before.

LEFT: Percy Jackson in Germany, May 1945. Mr. Jackson remained 
in the permanent force following the end of the Second World War. 
He would be deployed overseas again 
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Arms to Arts: 
The past, present & future  
of Small Arms Ltd.

4

DURING CULTURE DAYS, cities 
across the country open the doors 
to many of their heritage buildings as 
part of a collaborative pan-Canadian 
volunteer movement to raise the aware-
ness, accessibility, participation and 
engagement of all Canadians in the arts 
and cultural life of their communities. 
On September 28, 2013, in conjunction 
with Doors Open Mississauga, writer 
Rick Leswick had the opportunity to 
tour the last remaining building of what 
was once a sprawling manufacturing 
plant. Employees of the Small Arms Ltd. 
plant — mostly women — worked long 
days producing much-needed weapons 
for the Canadian warriors of World War 
II, including the Lee Enfield rifle and Sten 
submachine gun. 

When Small Arms Limited reached the pinnacle of production in 
1943, more than 60 per cent of its 5,500 employees were female. 
Working around the clock in eight-hour shifts, the almost 3,500 
women earned about 50 cents an hour producing the standard 
weapon of the Second World War Canadian Army — the Lee 
Enfield rifle. The massive plant was located on Lakeshore Rd. 
in Mississauga, just west of Toronto, in a former vacation area 
known as Long Branch.

All that remains of the 44,000 square-foot factory is the Number 
12 Inspection Building.  The facility has not been occupied for 
several years. The building, which was designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act as a historic building, has suffered at the 
hands of vandals. Yet, through the hard work of a number of 
dedicated local area residents, Number 12 will be reborn as 
Lakeview Legacy and a home for artists to produce and showcase 
their work.

It was more than 50 years after the 
Second World War that the vault of 
information about Small Arms Ltd. was 
opened to the public. Due to the clas-
sified nature of the work that was per-
formed there, not much was previously 
known about the Crown Corporation 
that produced rifles, submachine guns 
and pistols for Commonwealth and other 
countries, including China. The Depart-
ment of National Defence’s Ordnance 
Branch was authorized to build an 
arsenal there on June 6, 1940, although 
proposals had been initiated as early as 
1927 to produce rifles in Canada.

When war against Germany was 
declared by Canada on September 10, 
1939, Canada was woefully lacking any 
weapons manufacturing capability and it 

would take 10 months before Colonel Malcolm R. Jolley, a former 
officer in the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps, was appointed 
general manager of the arsenal project. He had recently com-
pleted a secondment to the Royal Small Arms Factory in Enfield, 
UK, and become an expert in the production of light weaponry.

HIS GRANDFATHER TOLD HIM …
Paul Breadner, whose grandfather Bill had worked directly under 
Jolley, said of the boss, “He was a MacArthur-like character, 
but he got things done by surrounding himself with like-minded 
people.” Originally from the area of Portage La Prairie, Manitoba, 
Bill Breadner trained as a tool and die maker in the Dirty Thirties. 
“He went to the railhead and bought crated Indian motorcycles, 
and in a couple of weeks he had them assembled and they were 
sold for a neat profit,” Paul said.

At the beginning of the Second World War, Bill brought his 
family east. By this time, he had also trained as a systems analyst/

HISTORY

by Rick Leswick

46  Volume 21 Issue 1

Female worker Jenny Johnston of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, gauging bores of barrels of Lee Enfield rifles 
being produced for China by Small Arms Ltd., located 

in Long Branch, Ont. in April 1944. (ronny jaques, 
national film board of canada, lac, pa-108042)
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“As the operation grew in size and efficiency, the demand for 
workers was so high that full-time recruiters were hired by the 
company to travel across Canada seeking women workers.”

machinist. “He set up assembly lines as 
part of a tight-knit group that worked 
for the colonel.” Paul’s grandfather 
remarked that there was always “a bit 
of an edge” working at Small Arms, but 
added that the job was done well.

Bill was a traditional Scots Presbyter-
ian who worked well in the quasi-military 
environment, but as a manager he often 
had to deal with the personal problems 
of his staff — including those of the many 
women who worked for him. “The only 
time he had issues was with personnel 
problems. He just couldn’t and wouldn’t 
deal with someone whose husband had 
been overseas for several years and 
came to him announcing that she was 
pregnant.”

“He was very pragmatic. He was a 
machinist and, with him, it either fits or it 
doesn’t fit.” Several members of the To-
ronto Maple Leafs hockey team worked 
off-season at Small Arms and they were 
part of the unofficial socializing. “The 
women’s dorm was across the street 
from the last remaining building, and grandfather told stories of 
people climbing through windows after lights-out to carry on.”

THE ARMS OF SMALL ARMS
Military procedures were laborious, causing unnecessary delays, 
so Small Arms Ltd. came under the direction of the Department of 
Munitions on August 7, 1940 and the ground breaking took place 
on the 20th. About 10 months later, on June 30, 1941, 212,000 
square feet of factory space and 81,000 square feet of offices had 
been constructed and the first five Lee Enfield No. 4 Mark 1 rifles 
had been manufactured and tested. After the weapons passed 

muster, the monthly production of 4,000 
units increased to 25,000 per month as 
ordered by the Department of Munitions. 

In addition to rifles, the company was 
authorized to produce the Sten Mark II 
submachine gun. The compact, light-
weight carbine was produced at a cost of 
less than $10 a piece. Not withstanding its 
undistinguished moniker, “The Plumber’s 
Nightmare,” the weapon was a compact 
and reliable piece of hardware that could 
spit out 9mm bullets at a rate of 550 per 
minute for an effective life of 5,000 rounds.

As the operation grew in size and 
efficiency, the demand for workers was 
so high that full-time recruiters were hired 
by the company to travel across Canada 
seeking women workers. Preference was 
given to those who had no children and 
had husbands serving in the branches 
of the armed services. Although women 
comprised the largest percentage of 
employees, men also contributed to the 
14,000 persons who were hired during 
the wartime operation.

In 1941, few persons were skilled in the manufacturing of arms 
so extensive training courses were held for the men and women. 
Following the principles of the “Scientific management schemes,” 
manufacturing tasks were delegated to an assembly line. Even 
before the profession of industrial engineering was known, the 
production floor was organized so that major operations could 
be conducted in controlled, smaller steps.

Women, under the auspices of the War Emergency Training 
Program, were instructed to use four basic pieces of equipment. 

WWII: ARMS TO ARTS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 58

HISTORY
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General view of women workers producing 
components with the poster advising, “Haste Makes 
Waste: Don’t throw, lay it down” in the Small Arms 
Ltd. The Long Branch munitions plant opened in 
1941 with 212,000 square feet of factor space. It 
did not take long for production of the Lee Enfield 
rifle to reach 25,000 units a month. (ronny jaques, 
national film board of canada, photothèque, library 

and archives canada)
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TRENCH RAIDING
A textbook raid: Calonne,  
January 17, 1917 
PART III
by Bob Gordon

OPERATION ORDER NO. 
57 issued on 11th January, 1917, 
by 2nd Canadian Division HQ 
outlined the objectives of a 
pending trench raid. “To effect 
casualties, secure booty, make 
prisoners, and destroy all dug-
outs, emplacements, etc., in the 
enemy’s system of trenches.” 
The plan was detailed, to the 
minute and precise. It was copied 
to the neighbouring 19th Bat-
talion, the 20th and 21st Battalions 
(the raiders), the Company COs 
involved in the operation, and 
the artillery. The 20th Battalion 
was responsible for the sector of 
Calonne, north of a main German 
Communication Trench, named 
Cougar. South of Cougar trench 
was the area of operations for the 
21st Battalion.

The troops were to be in place by 0700 on a date yet to be 
selected. Zero Hour was set for 0745. At Z+20 (0805 hrs), the 
barrage was to shift from the German front line to a protective box 
barrage around the area occupied by the raiders. The withdrawal 
was to begin at Z+45 (0830 hrs) and to be completed fifteen 
minutes later. The raid was designed to surprise. It occurred 
in daylight after morning stand. At dawn and dusk both sides 
actively manned the front line to deter attacks while the Germans 
were eating and bathing.

Various deceptions beyond assembly at the last possible 
moment were employed to divert enemy defensive fire. At Zero 
Hour, the 18th and 19th Battalions to the left of the raid conducted 
feints. This diversionary attack was supported by the explosion of 
a mine near the Double Crassier, north of the raiders’ objectives. 
These operations were intended to draw German artillery fire away 

from the raiders. At the point of 
assault, the raiders were to be 
protected by smoke screens and 
advance along lanes prepared 
through the Canadian wire. 
Artillery, mortar and Stokes bar-
rages were proposed to destroy 
German defensive wire. Carrying 
rifle-mounted wire cutters, some 
of the raiders were detailed to 
complete the construction of 
paths through the German wire.

The raid would move in three 
waves. The first wave would 
occupy the German front line, 
establishing blocks on both 
flanks using the battalion bomb-
ers. This wave was also detailed 
to form a covering party for the 
withdrawal. The second wave 
was to advance along German 
communication trenches and 

establish blocks proximate to the German support line. In the 
first two waves, two engineers armed with mobile charges and 
gun cotton for destroying dugouts, accompanied each platoon. 
The third wave was comprised of engineers, stretcher bearers, 
technical troops and carrying parties loaded down with everything 
from ladders to modified Stokes’ bombs for blowing up dugouts. 
All dugouts, bunkers and emplacements in the trenches occupied 
were to be destroyed.

At Z+45, daylight signal rockets were to be fired from both 
flanks of the jumping off trenches and to guide the raiders back. 
At the same time, an underground tube was blown to create a 
sap about 45 meters long. This exploded instantly creating a 
sap covering the raiders final leg into the Canadian lines. Fifteen 
minutes after the withdrawal was ordered the last of the raiders 
were instructed to be in the Canadian front line preparing to 
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German prisoners bringing in wounded through a captured German 
trench, September 1916. The 110 prisoners from the 22nd Reserve 

Infantry Regiment (1st Upper Silesian Infantry Regiment ‘Keith’ of the 
12th Reserve Division) captured in the January 1917 raid in Calonne 
by the 21st Battalion would have been directed to the rear in a similar 

manner. (dnd, library and archives canada, pa-000782)
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“The first wave set off on time and in good order at 0745, in the lull 
following stand to. The successful deployment of smoke further 
impaired the snow-blurred vision of the German defenders.”

WWI: TRENCH RAIDING ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 62

proceed down communication 
trenches to the rear and rest.

Training was conducted, 
repeatedly, over a replica of 
the German trench system 
constructed in the rear. During 
the winter of 1916, the 4th Field 
Company reconstructed the 
German trench system around 
Calonne, near Bully Grenay. 
The raiders trained frequently 
and repeatedly on this mock 
up.  The after action report 
of the 21st Battalion noted, 
“Practise trenches of/to Enemy 
lines to an exact scale. Using 
these the assaulting party went 
through the trenches day after 
day, and learned to thoroughly 
know them, and for the last 
few days practiced the assault with every detail as set out in 
orders.” To describe the raiders as well trained can only be an 
understatement.

Reconnaissance of the actual ground was also undertaken. 
When not on mock-ups of the German defenses, the raiders 
were in the real thing. Aggressive patrolling familiarized them 
with no man’s land and the details of German outposts, saps 
and wire. It also served to increase the individual raider’s sense 
of self-confidence and superiority.

Preparation of gaps in the wire, both Canadian and German, 
was meticulously undertaken. Fully three weeks before the raid 
the German wire was scouted and mapped. For twenty days 
medium trench mortars and Stokes guns systematically targeted 
it. Aggressive and extensive patrolling on the night before the raid 
confirmed the destruction was complete. The war diary reports, 
“Final examination of enemy wire tonight and reported same in 
favourable condition for attack.”

In the case of Canadian defen-
sive wire a clever ruse to hide the 
lanes was undertaken. According 
to the operation order, “The wire 
will be [cut and] left in position, 
but rope will be attached to 
same, the other end of rope will 
be in our trenches, so that the 
wire may be removed by the 
assaulting parties at Zero Hour.” 
By the day before the raid the 
Canadian wire was prepared 
and the German destroyed. The 
raiders had trained over a replica 
of the German defenses repeat-
edly. They had taken possession 
of no man’s land. They were 
exceptionally well prepared.

On the 17th the troops were 
awakened at 0400 and fed. They 

were all in place when the code word Lloyd George — conditions 
favourable, go ahead — was distributed at 0600 hrs. As reported in 
the 20th Battalion’s war diary, the weather was described as “Wind 
north by west, snowing steadily and about 1 inch on the ground.”

The first wave set off on time and in good order at 0745 hrs, in 
the lull following stand to. The successful deployment of smoke 
further impaired the snow-blurred vision of the German defenders. 
The 20th Battalion war diary dismissed “The heavy wire in front 
of the enemy trenches; [it] has been very successfully dealt with 
by our artillery, and did not form an obstacle.” With troops so 
acclimatized to the area of operations B Company’s after action 
report described a textbook advance, “A small amount of op-
position was met, but quickly overcome and the trench entered 
and overcome. The second wave going on as arranged towards 
the final objective.” 

HISTORY
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Under shell fire from the Germans, Canadian troops approach the front 
line along a communication trench in October 1916. This is the view 
that raiders would have had as they moved toward their jumping-off 

trench. (dnd, library and archives canada, pa-000790)
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individual may well see the attention 
accorded to a suicide victim; maybe this 
could tip the scales encouraging him or 
her to follow suit. At one time, successive 
suicides occurred by individuals throwing 
themselves under subway trains. The rate 
dropped significantly when a publication 
ban was imposed on these deaths.

I would reiterate my comment of the 
last issue; suicides directly related to 
PTSD are, in fact, battle casualties and 
should be honoured as such. Ultimately, 
it is not only the veteran who suffers. I 
know of one veteran, who suffered from 
post-traumatic stress disorder. He suf-
fered from nightmares and unknowingly 
strangled his wife to death in her sleep. 
Another veteran was a prisoner of war 
who violently assaulted a uniformed rail 
employee under the impression that he 

A SOMBRE NOTE
On reading my columns from the last 
two decades, I realized that they have 
become increasingly pessimistic. Am 
I getting grouchier in my old age? Or 
are we encountering more negative 
experiences? Or is it simply a case of 
more veterans coming forward with their 
concerns? In the end, it is probably a 
little of each.

The major subject on my mind is the 
increasing number of military-related 
suicides. I wonder if the media is in part 
responsible. Readers may recall a high 
rate of teenage suicides that occurred 
recently. Many of these were deemed 
“copycat” tragedies; they may have been 
spurred on by the extensive and detailed 
reports of the first deaths. Sensational-
ism sells newspapers. An unbalanced 

was a Gestapo agent. More and more of 
these cases are coming to light. In Ot-
tawa, a soldier currently accused of killing 
his wife can use PTSD as a defense. 

One concern is that I feel in some 
cases, shedding crocodile tears of 
sympathy, some politicians treat these 
tragedies as an opportunity to attack 
government policy. Certainly, our troubled 
veterans need help. Certainly, that help 
has been insufficient or non-existent. 
But I would ask the detractors, What 
else would you do if you were awarded 
unlimited funds? Is your constituency 
office offering immediate counseling, 
treatment, and referral services to needy 
vets? I don’t usually endorse politicians, 
but besides long-time veterans advocate 
Peter Stoffer, I would commend Liberal 
veterans’ affairs critic Jim Karygiannis, 
who seems to be making a genuine effort 
to reach out to our vets.

Having had more than my say over the 
last few months on the subject of PTSD, I 
will move on to more upbeat topics, with a 
final word. A few veterans have taken up 
the challenge on their own initiative, and 
have established the Veterans Support 
Line. Perhaps the best people to help vets 
having problems are their fellow veterans. 

Military suicides, VRAB,  
& the passing of John Matheson 

VETERANS NEWS & VIEWS

THE OLD GUARD 4

Les Peate
is a Korean War 
veteran based in 

Ottawa, and author 
of The War That 

Wasn’t: Canadians 
in Korea

John Matheson posed for a portrait in Kingston, Ont., at a long-term care home where 
he resided before his death. During his time in parliament, Matheson helped design the 
symbolic Canadian flag and founded the Order of Canada. Matheson was also a veteran 

of the Second World War. Serving in Ortona, a shell blast left him with six pieces of metal 
shrapnel lodged in his skull and partial use of his legs. (justin tang, cp)
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The service operates on a 24/7 basis. If 
you or a friend could use this service, 
call (toll-free) 1-855-373- 8387. You may 
remain anonymous. Sometimes the best 
solution to problems is a good listener. 

FAREWELL
Sadly, more and more Second World War 
veterans are passing away. I would like to 
commemorate all of them, but space lim-
itations do not allow this. In remembrance 
of all the men and women who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice, I would like to mention 
the passing of two of them.

I read of the passing of John Matheson 
and at first paid little heed. His obituary 
was more concerned with his political 
achievements; a notable example is his 
introduction of the Canadian flag. It was 
not until I read a column by Ottawa Citizen 
journalist Dave Brown that I realized the 
medals in Matheson’s photo were all 
earned the hard way. He lost the use of his 
legs at Ortona while serving as an artillery 
forward observation officer.

I would also remember MGen Dan 
Loomis, who was awarded the Military 
Cross for bravery in a patrol action in 
Korea. His climb up the military ladder 
includes command of his battalion (1 
RCR), service on various UN operations, 
and the Quebec crisis; which is the 
subject of his book Not Much Glory.

VETERANS REVIEW AND 
APPEAL BOARD
John Larlee, Chairman of the Veterans 
Review and Appeal Board, has released 
a report on activities to date. The report 
is available from www.vrab-tacra.gc.ca 
but I will mention a few highlights. I would 
suggest that those interested access the 
full report.

First, my continual gripe is eased. 
Five new appointees have increased the 

number of veteran or medical members. 
Emphasis is being placed on use of plain 
language as opposed to bureaucratic 
jargon. The first annual report will be 
submitted in spring or summer of 2014.

Larlee also stressed that applicants 
would be made aware of Section 39 of 
the VRAB Act. This is reproduced here.

“39. In all proceedings under this 
Act the Board shall.

 (a) draw from all the circumstances 
of the case and all the evidence 
presented to it every reasonable 
inference in favour of the applicant 
or appellant

 (b) accept any uncontradicted 
evidence presented to it by the ap-
plicant or appellant that it considers to 
be credible in the circumstances; and

(c) resolve in favour of the applicant 
or appellant any doubt, in the weigh-
ing of evidence, as to whether the 
applicant or appellant has established 
a case.

I thank Danielle Gauthier of the VRAB 
for her prompt response to my enquiry 
a few weeks ago. However, I am con-
cerned that out of an estimated 10,000 
unsuccessful appeals since 2001, based 
on 36,000 successes, only nine appli-
cants saw fit to apply for compassionate 
awards under Section 34. 

MISCELLANEOUS
•  When we think of the U.S. Marines 

we think of John Wayne storming Iwo 
Jima or the “Frozen Chosin” vets in 
Korea. Beneath their rugged exteriors 
the “Leathernecks” have hearts. For 
decades, wherever the Marines are 
stationed, they have a tradition of 
rounding up toys and gifts for children 
at Christmas. This year the kids in the 
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario 

“... the kids in the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO) were 
visited by a group of smartly dressed Marines from the U.S. Embassy’s 
guard detail, bearing highly appreciated gifts.”

VETERANS NEWS & VIEWS

OLD GUARD ... CONT’D ON PAGE 60

(CHEO) were visited by a group of 
smartly dressed Marines from the 
U.S. Embassy’s guard detail, bearing 
highly appreciated gifts. Thanks, and 
Semper Fi fellows 

•  Do-it-yourselfers and the less adept 
are familiar with the expertise of Mike 
Holmes, the building and renovating 
specialist and TV star. The Royal 
Canadian Regiment has now ap-
pointed him the second Patron of 
the Regiment. May we now assume 
that leaky and drafty barracks will 
be a thing of the past for the Royal 
Canadians?

•  Do you wish to have your say and be 
heard? Member of Parliament Jim 
Karygiannis has invited veterans and 
other interested parties to submit their 
names for appearances before the 
Standing Committee of Veterans Af-
fairs, which will reconvene this month 
to discuss, among other matters, the 
New Veterans Charter. I can assure 
you that you will receive a courteous 
hearing. As well, your opinions will 
be heard and acted upon. Submit 
your application to Mr. Karygiannis 
at Karygiannismp.com or call 416-
321-5454 and your details will be sub-
mitted to the Clerk of the Committee. 
Include your name, any organizations 
to which you belong, your address, 
phone and e-mail address.

•  Pips and crowns! A detailed descrip-
tion of the “new” (OLD, really) insignia 
for the Canadian army is Available. 
Included where applicable are brass 
shoulder titles, new Canadian Army 
design buttons, pips, crowns and 
backings. The insignia tends to con-
form to other Commonwealth armies. 
Years ago, as an elderly but medalled 
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MILITARY BOOKS 
New book chronicles the 
history of Canada’s foremost 
regiment

4

BETWEEN THE COVERS

CREATED DURING THE paroxysms 
of exuberant, patriotic imperialism that 
followed the outbreak of war in August 
1914, the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry (PPCLI) celebrated their centenary 
last summer. 

In recognition of a century of military service, historian David J 
Bercusson has penned The Patricias. The story is supplemented 
by lucullan illustrations from a variety of sources. It traces the 
century from the PPCLI’s place as first in the field during WWI, 
to its ongoing presence training Afghan forces in Kabul. 

In 1914, the Princess Pats were first in the field for two good 
reasons, one social and one martial. On August 3, the day the 
Germans invaded Belgium, A Hamilton Gault, Esq. businessman 
and bon vivant, militiaman and South African war veteran, met 
with Minister of Militia Sam Hughes to discuss raising a regiment.

The key to the unit’s existence was recorded on a Chateau 
Laurier memo pad, “To be composed of picked men, those having 
had active service being given preference.” Only one in three of 
the volunteers were accepted. For this reason they would be ready 
for service in the field faster than the disorganized mob Hughes 
was shoehorning into Camp Valcartier. And they were. Arriving on 
the front line in January 1915, they even conducted a trench raid 
in February that some historians regard as the first by a Canadian 
unit. This strangely goes unmentioned in The Patricias.

Socially, the Patricias were the cream of Ottawa society. Gault, 
wealthy and widely known was to be second-in-command of the 
unit. The commanding officer was none other than, Lieutenant-
Colonel Francis D. Farquhar, DSO. LCol Farquhar was a Boer 
War hero, and, significantly, military secretary to HRH The Duke 
of Connaught, Governor General of Canada. Their patron, his 
daughter Princess Patricia, handmade their Colour, the famed 
Ric-A-Dam-Doo.

Over the past century, the Patricias have regularly found 
themselves in the thick of Canada’s military history and lived 
up to their origins. From the final days of Second Ypres, on the 
Morrow River and in the Liri Valley, at Kapyong, in Nicosi, to the 
current lingering commitment to Afghanistan the Patricia’s have 
repeatedly affirmed their reputation as one of the most storied 
regiments in the Canadian Army. The Patricias tells that tale, 
lavishly complimented with telling photographs, documents and 
works of art. 

“The Patricias: A Century of 
Service” by David J. Bercuson, 
co-published by Goose Lane 

Editions and Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) 

in 2013. Includes 144 pages, 
hundreds of historic and 

contemporary photographs, a 
companion DVD, and an index. 

Hardcover $35.00.  
ISBN 978-0-86492-675-3

Using a deadly combination of stealth and aggression, the Princess 
Patricias launched the first trench raid of World War I in 1915. This sneak 
attack was so successful, it became a Canadian hallmark. (illustration by 
katherine taylor)

by Bob Gordon
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  So you think you know your military history?
  Well, think again!

4AT EASE

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of 
our At Ease feature, a collection of military trivia and humour. The 
answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.
Good luck! Your input is welcome! 
Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

TRIVIA AND HUMOUR

Thanks to Graham Burgess, who 
provided me with the first three 
posers. Once again, I invite our 
readers to pass on suggestions 

for “Trivia” challenges! 

1. What do Betty, Dinah, 
Kate, Mabel and Sally have in 

common?

2. What are “Erks” and 
“Snipes”?

3. Which unit adopted the 
scorpion as its cap badge?

4. What do the Bounty, 
Director and New South 
Wales have in common?

5. In the 1960s, what were 
NBCW and SMTP?

6. Which aircraft was 
designed for bombing raids 

on Berlin, but became 
famous elsewhere?

7. For book and movie 
buffs: Who wrote the 

following books, and who 
played the role of the 

authors in the movies?
(a) Enemy Coast Ahead

(b) Severn Pillars of Wisdom
(c) Winged Warfare
(d) To Hell and Back
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The opening paragraph of the article refers 
to John Fletcher as a “Brigadier” while the 
caption for the photograph on the same 
page refers to him as a “Brigadier-General.”

This reminded me that I had previously 
read an article (written, I believe, by Les 
Peate) in an earlier issue indicating that 
many of the Army’s enlisted ranks are 
reverting to the older, historical variants 
(e.g., sapper, trooper, or gunner instead of 
private). As well, I believe that the pips and 
crowns are coming back.

In keeping with this return to the old nom-
enclature, is the Army planning to re-title 
brigadier-general as a brigadier as they had 
for centuries prior to unification?

Capt. (ret’d) Steve Mintz, CD,

Editor’s note: You are correct. The Vener-
able John Fletcher holds the rank of briga-
dier-general and the position of Chaplain 
General of the Canadian Armed Forces.

A CLOSER (OR SECOND? OR THIRD?) 
LOOK NEEDED...
IT’S SOMEWHAT FITTING that, as we ap-
proach the 71st anniversary of the German 
surrender at Stalingrad, that Mr. Czuboka’s 
comments about “plump and healthy” offi-
cers comes up (“Letters to the Editor” in Vol-
ume 20 Issue 12). My father lost two of his 
uncles in the Russian campaign. Along with 
the majority of those sent to Russia, they 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

never returned and were assumed to be KIA 
(killed in action). Most likely, they just died 
in a snow bank — frostbitten, starved and 
diseased like most of their fellow soldiers.

The official reports from the surrender, 
both German and Russian, mention that 
Field Marshal Paulus and many of his of-
ficers were dehydrated and suffering from 
malnutrition and severe diarrhea. While it can 
be said that most, if not all, militaries favour 
their officer corps, a better example could 
have been used for the overfed officers.

CPO2 A.W. Specht

VAC OF NEW LIKE VAC OF OLD? 
THE OTHER NIGHT on the news, they told 
of the deaths of 158 soldiers in Afghanistan. 
That was sad enough to hear of, however, 
there have been 134 suicides from the 
same war! That’s appalling! PTSD is a 
ghastly condition. I was finally diagnosed 
as suffering from PTSD, 56 years after the 
fact and spent six years in counselling for 
this horrible ailment.

Then to hear DVA has hired a number 
of psychologists to treat these men and 
women — so very typical of the government, 
they told them that they had to do such and 
such as ‘directed.’ It is utterly ludicrous to 
hire trained and experienced people, then 
to tell them how to do their job! Some of 
them have resigned. No surprise there, eh? 
Bean counters perhaps did this dirty deed 

because some minister said that was how 
it was to be done.

These men and women so desperately 
needing treatment are, in effect, being told 
to get lost. Sickening or despicable might be 
a more appropriate word.

My father fought in the war to end all wars. 
In 1916 he was critically wounded. A head 
wound of such magnitude from which he 
was not expected to survive, but he did. He 
was semi-paralyzed and thus unemployable. 
A ‘grateful’ government awarded him a 25 
per cent pension — so much gratitude being 
shown and expressed there, eh? 

He married and applied for additional 
pension because he now had a wife to sup-
port. Their answer was no. Then, as each 
of his four kids came along, they said, no, 
no, no and no.

When the youngest one left the nest in 
1956, they called him for a re-board. That 
$64 word is military speak for let’s reassess 
your condition. His pension went up to 90 per 
cent, where it should have been from the be-
ginning. Were it not for a small inheritance, 
I do not know quite what they’d have done.

Those heartless bastards will never 
change if the pressure is not increased and 
kept up. They must be made to change their 
sleazy attitude towards the men and women 
who’ve put their lives on the line.

Robert W. Stirling
Maple Ridge, BC

PUBLISHER’S LETTER: ON TARGET ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

fun-loving rebels as described by the 
majority of the Western media.

Of course, Western leaders laughed at 
Assad’s claims and denounced them as 
delusional propaganda of a hated dictator 
who does not want to face the truth about 
his people. After last week’s reported 
deaths, we now know that at least three 
rebels were Canadian Islamic extremists, 
with some serious mental issues, and con-
sidered threats by Canadian authorities.

In April 2013, it was reported that 
the biggest threat feared by Canadian 
domestic security agencies was that Can-
adian volunteers fighting in Syria would 
become radicalized by their al-Qaeda 

comrades. At that juncture, Canadian 
intelligence estimated the number of 
such volunteer fighters could number in 
“multiple dozens.”

Following the news of Clairmont and 
Poulin’s deaths, Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird appeared totally nonplussed 
when he told reports that it didn’t “come 
as a surprise,” adding, “there is probably 
more than one Canadian that is fighting 
with the [Syrian] opposition.” 

In other words, no big deal if known Can-
adian Islamic extremists want to head off to 
a foreign war zone — just so long as they 
are not targeting the U.S. or a western ally. 
What an unbelievable double standard. 

In December 2012, Foreign Affairs 
Minister John Baird met with 

representatives of the National Coalition 
of Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition 

Forces in Morocco to discuss a post-
Assad political transition. (dfatd)
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SMALL ARMS UPDATE ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 12

or GSP. At that time, through Public Works and Government 
Services Canada, the government put out a price and availability 
request to the small arms industry.

The proposed project will replace all current types of pistols 
in use with a newer weapon, including the 9mm Browning High 
Power (HP) and the 9mm Sig Sauer Model 225 pistols, according 
to the Canadian military. 

The original procurement schedule was as follows:  
(1) Options were to be analyzed and refined by December 

2011 with testing of various firearms conducted between 2012 
and 2015; 

(2) A weapon would be selected and a contract put in place 
sometime in 2015, with first deliveries in the fall of that year; 

(3) Approximately 10,000 pistols are eventually to be pur-
chased.

Like the Ranger Rifle project, the issue of proprietary informa-
tion has slowed the project down. Bidders were originally required 
to enter into an agreement to provide a Technical Data Package 
(TDP) to the government with the understanding the TDP would 
be passed to Colt Canada. For national security reasons, the 
weapons would be produced in Canada by Colt Canada under 
license.

Firearms manufacturers balked at the TDP transfer. Industry 
representatives privately noted to Esprit de Corps that since the 
number of pistols Canada is buying is relatively small, compan-
ies are not inclined to turn over their technical data to Colt, a 
competitor.

As a result, the government retreated, cancelling its 2011 
request to the companies for information about prices and 
availability. The government is now re-evaluating its procurement 
strategy. 

SMALL ARMS MODERNIZATION PROJECT
The Canadian military currently uses Colt’s C7 family of rifles 

and the company is the country’s centre of small arms excellence. 
Over the last seven years, Colt has modernized the C7 family, 
adding laser-aiming devices and infrared illuminators to the 
weapons. In some cases, variants were equipped with heavier 
barrels and grenade launchers.

Colt Canada is also preparing for Canada’s procurement of a 
new generation of small arms.

The project would see the replacement of the Canadian 
military’s entire inventory of rifles, carbines and light machine 
guns, with as many as 90,000 new weapons being purchased.

Canadian military officers have said the emphasis will be on 
greater accuracy, making weapons lighter and smaller, as well 
as tailoring the lethality of the small arms to specific scenarios.

Although some initial work has been done on that project, 
the actual procurement is still years away, as it will not start until 
2028.  

NEXT MONTH:  Esprit de Corps takes a closer look at the Inte-
grated Soldier System Program and reports on the Afghanistan 
National Army’s new armoured corps and Mobile Strike Force.

In December, the two companies announced their collab-
oration to network Colt’s Sniper (Soldier) Weapon & Observer 
Reconnaissance Devices (SWORD) system, which integrates 
weapon-mounted surveillance and targeting devices with rug-
gedized Smartphone-like technology. 

The two firms see the SWORD system being used to bring 
critical situational-awareness information directly to the soldier 
via his weapon. It will be offered as an alternative to radio-centric 
individual soldier systems, they note.

“SWORD makes sense as an integrated soldier system,” Jeff 
MacLeod, general manager of Colt Canada, said in a statement. 
“By combining modern Smartphone technology with weapon-
mounted scopes and laser rangefinders, soldiers have all the 
information they need, literally at their fingertips. SWORD is not 
about simply delivering a computer or a display to soldiers; it 
delivers an entirely new capability centred on the rifle.”

David Ibbetson, vice president of General Dynamics C4 
Systems International, explained that the cooperation between 
both firms builds on the strengths of each. “Colt has worldwide 
expertise in developing and delivering rifles, while General 
Dynamics has the networking experience needed to connect 
individual soldiers,” he noted. “The combined solution gives 
soldiers the Smartphone capability they have been asking for in 
the form of an Android-networked rifle.”

SWORD is based on commercial off-the-shelf components. 
It provides power, data and navigation infrastructure within the 
weapon, including GPS and inertial navigation for GPS-denied 
situations, according to the companies.

Colt Canada highlighted the SWORD system at AUSA 2013 in 
Washington, DC in October as well as at the Canadian Associa-
tion of Defence and Security Industries’ (CADSI) Soldier System 
Showcase in Ottawa in December. 

HI-TECH ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

The Sky-Watch Huginn X1 is a light helicopter UAV solution designed and 
manufactured in Denmark. The Huginn X1 is designed as a total solution 
capable of handling both exterior and interior reconnaissance flights. 
Thanks to its interconnection of sensors, the Huggin X1 is also the first of 
its kind to use a multi-platform system that makes it possible to change 
airframe and upgrade the system without adjusting the autopilot. Its total 
autonomy ensures that the system can be used by everyone — ranging 
from the experienced pilot to the person who has never used the system 
before. The Sky-Watch Huginn X1 can be used for visual reconnaissance 
in disaster areas, fence patrol and indoor inspection. (anthea technologies)
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GLORY PAST ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37

the Snake Hill battery but, finding their ladders too short, took 
shelter below it where American artillery fire could not reach them. 
They were spotted there by Towson’s gunners who began to pot 
at them with muskets but the grenadiers, having no flints, were 
unable to return this fire. They milled about in some confusion 
until the defenders, “finding only cheers to oppose them, got on 
top of the parapet” and shot them down “like so many sheep.” 
At this, the grenadiers broke and ran, taking the other part of 
the lead element with them, except for Captain James Basden’s 
light company of the 89th Foot, which, “not withstanding they 
were nearly overwealmed,” managed “to preserve its order and 
remained firm on the ground.”

The remainder of De Watteville’s Regiment and the 8th Foot, 
had left the road when they came under fire from Towson’s battery 
and tried to move along the shore itself. Unfortunately, as Fischer 
reported, they soon became, 

entangled between the rocks and the water, and by the retreat 
of the flank companies, were thrown into such confusion as 
to render it impossible to give them any kind of formation 
during the darkness of the night, at which time they were 
exposed to a most galling fire from the enemy’s battery 
and the numerous parties in the abbatis, and I am perfectly 
convinced that the great number of missing are men killed 
or severely wounded at that time when it was impossible to 
give them any assistance.

When the men from the flank companies came running back 
from the abbatis and tried to push through them, the De Wat-
tevilles, in turn, “became utterly terror-stricken and ran over, beat 
down, or swept before them” the 8th Foot coming behind. In a 
letter written only a few hours after the assault, Lieutenant Joseph 
Mermet of De Watteville’s, an aspiring poet who was with the main 
part of the Swiss regiment, used near stream-of-consciousness 

The most disconcerting part of Mr. Czuboka’s letter, as far as 
the current and future well being of Canadian troops is concerned, 
is his remark that I wrote, “With no credible evidence.” Further 
concerning is his singling out the one battle of Stalingrad as if it 
was the only battle ever fought by the Wehrmacht on the Eastern 
Front. As to the former, my mention of the name Theodor Eicke 
in my article speaks volumes. As regards to Stalingrad, it is 
one of the most sensationalized battles in popular culture, but 
it is far from the only battle on the Eastern Front that has been 
extensively written about. It is disturbing that even a former 
soldier would choose this one excessively cinematized battle 
to use as an example, when the Wehrmacht held off the Reds 
for a full two years after it ended. The months’ long battle of the 
encircled Death’s Head Division, commanded by Theodor Eicke, 
against the massive Red Army in Demyansk in 1942 was detailed 
in Professor Charles W. Sydnor’s comprehensive history of the 
Division, Soldiers of Destruction, in 1990. The similar battle of 
Kampfgruppe Scherer in the Cholm pocket from December 1941 

REBUTTAL ...  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31

to May 1942 was detailed in James Lucas’ German Kampfgrup-
pen Action of World War 2 in 1993. Eicke and Scherer, unlike 
Paulus at Stalingrad, did suffer with their men in these isolated, 
encircled pockets. After the war, Generals Becker and Pannwitz 
marched into captivity alongside their men and died there. Indeed, 
Professor Sydnor said of Eicke that the only offence he deemed 
worthy of court-martial was cowardice in battle, a quality many 
serving soldiers of today would admire in a General.

Cholm and Demyansk also have a lot to offer the Canadian 
Armed Forces in terms of lessons. In both of these embattled 
pockets, which held off the waves of the Red Army for months, 
infantry armoured and anti-tank artillery troops fought alongside 
grounded airmen. And in Cholm, they also fought alongside 
beached sailors, a situation in which the Canadian Army found 
itself in Afghanistan. To appreciate Cholm, Demyansk, Tcher-
kassy/Korsun and the rest of the rich history of the Eastern Front, 
however, one must turn off the TV and open a few books, a task 
that is not easy in this day and age. 

form to describe his comrades’ experience: “Six hours of march-
ing brought us to the enemy’s abbatis,” he recalled, “and there, 
without a path, without a guide, water up to our waistbelts, with 
canister, musketry, the order had been not to fire, those who 
drowned ... a little murmuring ... confusion ... vain efforts ... 
We fell back, and dawn lit up our defeat. Mermet believed the 
attack failed because “the obstacles were insurmountable” and 
“bravery, coolness, ingenuity and perseverance were useless” 
in the face of them.

After Fischer’s column had fallen back — no doubt hoping for 
better things in the future — and the firing died away, the only 
sounds to be heard were the moans and cries of the wounded. 
A few hours later when it started to grow light, Marston could 
see British soldiers moving in the bushes and presumed they 
were stragglers. One of Ripley’s staff ordered him to send a 
detachment out to investigate so Marston dispatched a sergeant 
and a dozen men who soon returned with nearly thirty prisoners, 
many still carrying their muskets but who did not seem disposed 
“to make any resistance.” Marston examined their weapons and 
noted that the flints were missing. Throughout the next few hours, 
detachments from the Twenty-First Infantry collected the British 
wounded, and recovered weapons, ladders, axes and picks 
dropped by their opponents. Wood reported taking 120 prisoners 
and, in all, Fischer’s casualties were listed as 212 killed, wounded 
and missing with the light company of the 8th Foot suffering the 
loss of 48 men or just over 25 per cent of the column’s total losses. 
The assault on the right had been a total failure. 

Uniforms worn by 
De Watteville’s 
Regiment, which was 
composed of veterans 
of disbanded Swiss 
regiments from the 
French service. (from 
history-uniforms.over-
blog.com)
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Wearing their one-piece blue boiler suits and regulation caps, 
they operated drills, milling machines, turret lathes and surface 
grinders. Many of the single women were separated from home 
by long distances, so the company even provided four counsellors 
to provide support.

A FORMER WORKER TELLS HER STORY
Rose Daikens was one of the young women who worked at the 
plant. Born in New Toronto, she is now 90 years old and can still 
recall the year that she spent working at Small Arms. “I decided 
to move up from my job at Eaton’s where I made men’s shirts on 
a loom because, back then, clothing was handmade in the store. 
So I answered an ad in one of the local newspapers.”

She doesn’t recall if she was interviewed at the plant but does 
remember that, “I spent my first few days sorting screws and 
rivets to test my manual dexterity. I must have passed the test 
because I was made an inspector of trigger guards.”

Most of the senior personnel at the plant were men, and she 
said, “Colonel Jolley was a handsome, striking man who gave 
us pep talks and lectures about security.” Because of the nature 
of the work done at the plant, Rose recalled that if anyone were 
sick for an extended period of time and away from work, the 
RCMP would come calling. 

After about a year of inspecting trigger guards, Rose wanted 
to follow the example of her military family and two brothers, 
one who was enlisted in the Army and the other in the Navy. 
Rose joined the Women’s Royal Naval Service, the WRENS, 
and eventually was shipped out to work in Halifax. One evening, 
a group of men came to the female barracks and announced, 
“Anyone want to go out with a sailor?”

After her first date with Bud, she wasn’t impressed, but the man 
was persistent and she agreed to a second date. Rose and Bud 
became a couple, although it was difficult to maintain a relation-
ship while the sailor was plying his trade aboard a minesweeper 
in the North Atlantic. They were married before the end of the war 
and remained together until Bud died three years ago.

Rose is pleased that the old plant is being turned into an artists’ 
colony, especially since her two nephews, Bob and Ken Cutmore, 
have been instrumental in the transition. She looks wistful for a 
moment, clears her throat and whispers, “It’s great … as long as 
some memory remains of the way it was.”

WWII: ARMS TO ARTS ...  CONT’D FROM PAGE 47

LIVING AT SMALL ARMS
Small Arms Ltd. recognized the need to provide health and 
recreational benefits for its employees. A 10-bed hospital, staffed 
by a full-time doctor, head nurse and 10 additional nurses, was 
operated 24 hours per day. After-hours recreation was also 
provided and on January 25, 1943, a full-time athletic director 
was hired to oversee the Employee’s Athletic Association that 
organized a range of sporting activities as well as a women’s 
rifle club. Employees were asked to contribute ten cents a week 
toward the running of their association.

In 1943, area housing was in short supply in the neighbouring 
areas including Port Credit, Alderwood, New Toronto and Mimico, 
so a dormitory was constructed at Dixie Rd. and Lakeshore Rd. 
that would house 422 women employees. Liwen Chen, in an 
article for Heritage Mississauga, quoted a Toronto Star article 
from February 27, 1943, which described the interior of the plain 
grey, barrack-like building as a “luxury liner.” The two-storey dorm 
included 32 bathrooms, 32 showers, six bowling alleys, a games 
room, lounge, fully equipped cafeteria, and something called “a 
date parlour.” The latter was presumably a place where women 
could entertain young men under the gaze of chaperones.

Even the Toronto Transportation Commission, as the TTC was 
then known, assisted the workers by extending the Long Branch 
streetcar line from the previous terminal with the creation of the 
“Small Arms Loop,” which carried workers right to the front door 
of the plant. It was abandoned when the war ended.

WORKING AND DRINKING “COLD TEA”
Mary Lou Lesco, who is quick to remind that she was Lavoie back 
then, has retained a hint of youthful mischief in her eyes. The 

Portrait of a Canadian factory worker, who posed with a finished Sten 
submachine gun at Small Arms Ltd. in May 1942. When Small Arms 
Limited reached the pinnacle of production in 1943, more than 60 per cent 
of its 5,500 employees were women, working round the clock in eight-
hour shifts, and earning about 50 cents an hour. (nicholas moran)
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native of Cache Bay, located near North Bay, Ont., was 18 when 
she came to Toronto with her sister Cecille to work at Small Arms. 
The young women had been trained by the company in Sudbury 
and came to work in the plant in 1941. Mary Lou worked on the 
second production line manufacturing the body of weapons. 
She operated a lathe and sometimes a punch press, often for 
12-hour shifts, seven days a week, for which she was paid $15.00. 
“I had never heard of a lathe before,” she said in her charming 
French-Canadian accent.

The two women lived above a grocery store named Liddards 
on 22nd St. Smiling, she remembers, “We had a lot of fun. We 
were called in the office lots of times. He (Colonel Jolley) wanted 
to know why we all lived in the same place and why we all 
didn’t come to work on Saturday and why we all said we had a 
toothache. We didn’t get our stories straight.”

The women wanted a day off from their 8 am to 8 pm duties, 
so they all went to the local hotel, the Almonte, which was 
located on 18th Street and Lakeshore. When asked if there were 
any young men there, Mary Lou laughs, “Oh yeah, and I married 
one of them.”

She married Art Lesco in 1945, dating when she had stopped 
making rifles and he was working in the local ice plant. But before 
the wedding and after a year at Small Arms, Mary Lou got lonely 
for home and went back north for a short vacation, “Because 
I had a boyfriend up there.” She didn’t return to work at Small 
Arms and instead moved to Leaside.

After more than 70 years, the memories of the plant have 
faded. “If my sister was here she’d remember everything.” Mary 
Lou did get emotional when she saw a pair of the dark coveralls 
like the ones women used to wear hanging near the front door of 
the building at the 2013 celebration of Doors Open Mississauga. 
“We had to wash our clothes in the bathtub. We didn’t have no 
washers or dryers then.”

Mary Lou was not aware that the last remaining building is 
going to be transformed into an artists’ colony. “That’s something, 
because I paint too.” When she worked at Small Arms, the 
recreation activities of plant life had not yet fully developed. “All 
I remember was that there was a bootlegger across the street. 
The girls used to go over there at their lunchtime. It was a little 
restaurant and they used to get served in a little tea pot.” Mary 
Lou declined to comment about whether she partook of the “tea.” 
It probably would have cured the toothaches.

THE WAR ENDS
On May 8, 1945 the greatest conflagration that the world had 
ever experienced ended in Europe. The end was also in sight for 
Small Arms Ltd, which ceased operations at the end of December 
that year. The workers had made an enormous contribution to the 

war effort by producing 814,829 Lee Enfields for the Canadian 
armed services.

In post-war years, Canadian Arsenals Limited absorbed 
Small Arms Ltd. This company produced components for the 
C1 Sterling submachine gun, the Browning HP pistol, the FN 
C1 A1 standard army rifle, as well as other machined products.

It is a fitting tribute to the women who toiled at Small Arms 
Limited that many of the artists who will be moving into the re-
designated space dedicated to the arts are of the same gender.

SCRIBBLEOGRAPHY AT SMALL ARMS
Lorraine Parrow is one of the artists who plans to create her work 
under the roof of the former Number 12 Inspection Building. 
She creates a unique visual art concept called scribbleography, 
described on her web site as “an organic process. It is a hybrid 
style that combines drawing with photography. Each photograph 
is hand-scribbled, lifted and pulled from the emulsion and infused 
with my vision. It is an inspired whimsical celebration to reveal 
my optimistic view of our world. I see the magnificence in the 
mundane and the extraordinary in the ordinary. Creating art gave 
me a reason to expose this ‘beauty in the everyday.’ I scribble 
because it’s fun.”

Educated at Connestoga and Fanshawe Colleges, Lorraine has 
been creating her pieces since 1980. “I moved to the Lakeview 
area in 2001 from downtown and I passed Small Arms for 10 
years, not having any idea about its history, and I prayed every 
day to get into the building,” she said. “It holds such an aura of 
mystique, and the landscaping is totally unique.”

When asked how she as an artist can relate to a building where 
weapons were created she said, “It’s totally cool because that’s 
hand work.” Then, following a few seconds of reflection, tears 
welled up in her eyes and she spoke softly, “My parents survived 
Germany during the war. My mother was a young German kid 
hiding in a barn. Lots of pain was experienced by children and 
that war had to be stopped. This (Small Arms) worked very well 
for the world.” 

View of ‘Davidson’s Department’ at the Small Arms Ltd. Long Branch 
plant with female and male workers producing sundry components in April 
1944. This photograph gives some idea of the careful planning that went 
into the erection of this model plant, in which cleanliness is a watchword. 
Plenty of space around machines assures that safety was an important 
aspect of production. (ronny jaques, national film board of canada, 
photothèque, library and archives canada)
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such dogs as service animals. Veterans have had to set up their 
own suicide hotline to help fill a vacuum Rob Nicholson would 
likely argue isn’t there. Support for our troops indeed.

So why is this so? Stupidity and mismanagement come to 
mind, but perhaps it’s just a penchant for style over substance, 
fuzzy dice over a Ferrari, and not knowing the difference. 

Just minutes later, winger Chris Pulfer fed Dreeshen, who 
rocketed in over the GOFO blue line to drive a shot past Brigadier 
General Mark Matheson (who had replaced Mazzolin in the 
GOFO’s net midway through the second period). Despite the 
daunting score and depleted blood oxygen levels, the GOFOs 
never wavered in their attack.

Commandos right-winger Lee Berthiaume was sent off for 
roughing with 2:35 remaining. With the man advantage, the 
GOFOs aggressively outplayed the tired Commandos penalty 
killers. BGen Chuck Lamarre fed BGen Al Meinzinger who put 
the puck onto the stick of BGen Rick Pitre. The shot from Pitre 
hit goalie Tufts and bounced straight up in the air, but on this one 
occasion, Tuft’s luck ran out. The puck hit his back and rolled 
lazily into the net. The shutout was avoided and GOFO pride was 
restored. Final score 5:1.

The real winners of course were the families of the Canadian 
Armed Forces, as Esprit de Corps, in conjunction with Textron 
Systems, donated a cheque for $1,500 to the Military Family 
Resource Center – National Capital Region.

The rivalry has begun. 

The real winners of the Commando Challenge were the families that 
benefit from the many resources offered by the National Capital Region’s 
Military Family Resource Centre (MFRC) as Textron Systems and Esprit 
de Corps donated $1,500 to the MFRC. From left to right: CDS Gen Tom 
Lawson, Sarah Rozema-Seaton (special events, MFRC), Mark Thompson 
(MFRC vice chair), Louise Hague (MFRC executive director), Neil Rutter 
(Textron Systems general manager), and Scott Taylor. (cpl heather 
tiffney, canadian forces support unit (ottawa) — imaging services, dnd)

reserve lieutenant, I was feted as an honoured guest at a 
U.S. National Guard dinner in Buffalo, NY. It turned out that 
the Americans mistook my modest insignia for that of a two-
star general. For a copy of the insignia patterns call Patrick 
Bryden at G1 Heritage, phone 613-415-7707.

•  Another useful publication, free of course, is the Defence 
Connexion. This is a monthly review of the goings-on in our 
Forces. To get on their distribution list, send an email to 
connexion@forces.gc.ca

•  I haven’t yet received my copy of the 2014 pension rates 
under the old Act, but the NVC has increased by 0.9 per cent 
so would expect mine to be the same.

•  Finally, our salt-water vets may be interested to hear of a 
new state-of-the-art destroyer that is under construction in 
Bath, Maine. To say that the design is revolutionary, is an 
understatement. Ex-matelots, and others, may contact me 
and I’ll forward details. 

OLD GUARD ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 51
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LAW & ORDER ...  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

House of Commons Committee to outline the scope of the social 
and legal obligation Canada has to its soldiers. Minister Fantino 
states that, “It is important that Canadians express, through 
the parliamentary process, exactly what is our shared duty, 
responsibility, mandate, obligation, commitment or covenant to 
Canadian veterans…Therefore, as part of this review, I ask you 
to determine how best to state our commitment to Canadians 
and their families and what is the best format to do so in the New 
Veterans Charter.”

Perhaps this is a sign that the Veterans community has finally 
attracted substantive Government if not Ministerial attention, or 
perhaps not. Consider that, if the Federal Government truly wishes 
to honour veterans, why then does their Statement of Defence in 
Equitas outline their position that, “None of the claims asserted by 
the representative plaintiffs constitutes a reasonable claim, that 
the claims are frivolous or vexatious, and accordingly that they 
should be struck out in their entirety.” It begs the question: How 
can this statement be resolved with the position of the Minister 
of Veterans Affairs? Plainly stated: It cannot.

CONCLUSION
There appears a true administrative or policy, if not a philosophical 
disconnect and/or perhaps even insincerity, within the Federal 
Government to truly and rapidly address the shortcomings of the 
NVC. Thankfully, however, we are on the eve of a general election, 
and it may be the unifying role of our many veterans advocates 
and community to make this an election issue – garnering votes 
seems to be the only thing, these days, that gets the attention 
of our “leaders”. And, from where we stand, this is ultimately a 
leadership issue for this government, and if not, the next one. 

Answers to  the t r iv ia  quest ions on page 54:  
1) They were Allied code names for Japanese aircraft in 
WWII (girl names were bombers, boys were fighters).  2) 
Erks were RAF aircraftsmen, while Snipes were naval 
engineering artificers.  3) The Long Range Desert Group. 
(A similar force, Popski’s Private Army, adopted the sun 
compass).  4) These were all venues of mutinies against 
William Bligh. Despite these, he retired as a rear-admiral!  
5) Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Warfare (NBCW). As 
part of the Cold War effort, the Diefenbaker government 
established the Special Militia Training Program (SMTP) 
in which unemployment insurance (UI) recipients were 
offered a few weeks of paid service in the militia and 
trained (mostly) in the NBCW role.  6) The Vickers Vimy 
made the first non-stop trans-Atlantic flight.  7) (a) Guy 
Gibson (played by Richard Todd in “The Dam Busters”).  
(b) T.E. Lawrence (Peter O’Toole in “Lawrence of Arabia”).  
(c) Billy Bishop (himself, in “Captains of the Clouds”).  (d) 
Audie Murphy (himself, in the film of the same name).

would think he would easily forget the shy intern lost in that vast 
crowd of notables. 

Last November, a little less shy and a little less nervous, I 
covered the Conference of Defence Associations Institute’s Vimy 
Dinner for Esprit de Corps. Approaching Thomas, who was also 
in attendance, I expected to have to introduce myself again. I did 
not think for a second he would remember me. To my complete 
surprise, he immediately walked up, shook my hand and said, 
“Megan, nice to see you again.” 

Thomas’ character speaks for itself.
Advocacy is people-centric. Thomas’ ability to remember so 

many individuals helps the Navy League in its role as advocates 
for the Royal Canadian Navy. 

Warden’s key role within the organization is to focus on 
advocacy and lobbying for the Navy and maritime policies in 
Canada. But, he said, the Navy League does not lobby in the 
traditional sense. 

“We kind of advocate in general for the Navy and naval policy,” 
explained Warden. The League has been focusing on the National 
Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy — a governmental project 
announced in 2010, to build new Canadian ships and repair 
aging vessels. 

According to Warden, the Navy League has been focused on 
ensuring the promises made are delivered. “We organize different 
kinds of luncheons, meet-and-greet events for military members, 
industry members, politicians, to get together and talk a little more 
informally,” he explained.

“The military isn’t exactly in a position to toot its own horn. So 
we kind of help do it for them,” said Warden. “Basically, we just 
want to keep it at the forefront of politicians’ minds so that they 
don’t forget that there is a Navy. The Army and Air Force are a 
little bit more obvious, they’re in your face, and the Navy is only on 
each coast — for the Regular force. So it’s easier to forget about 
them. We just kind of try to remind the politicians about them.” 

DOUG THOMAS ...  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

IN THE NEWS ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

The event, titled Based in Business, is a partnership between 
the Canadian Youth Business Foundation (CYBF) and the POE. 
The initiative is being held at Université Laval in Quebec City from 
May 11–17, at Memorial University in St. John’s from July 20–26, 
and at the University of Regina in Regina from August 17–23. 

The project is looking for soldiers who have recently left the 
military or are about to leave the CAF, and who have thought of 
starting their own business. “They need to be past the idea stage 
and moved into the business planning stage,” said Beth Dea, 
director of programs for the CYBF. 

This intense course changes soldiers to students. Between 
all-day classes, lectures, and labs, these men and women are 
immersed in the business field and are taught by professors from 
the business programs at the respected universities, as well as 
mentored by business professionals in selected fields.

“In the end, it’s not just the soldiers who get something out of 
this experience. When asked after the week, the professors and 
instructors always say they would do it all over again,” said Dea.

For further information on the Based in Business project, 
visit http://www.princescharities.ca/initiatives/the-princes 
-operation-entrepreneur/
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WWI: TRENCH RAIDING ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 49

The diversionary attacks were successful. The Communiqué, 
the newsletter of the 21st Battalion cited a German officer who 
was denied artillery support as the actual raid was regarded as 
a diversion, only moments before he was captured.

At Z+10 telephone communication was established with the 
German front line and two minutes later, “The German front line 
was reported in our hands.” Ten minutes later at 0757 hours, the 
barrage shifted to the German support lines and a protective box 
barrage as the 2nd wave proceeded up the German communica-
tion trenches entering the support line at Z+24. They signalled, 
by flare, occupation of the final objective at Z+30.

Later an infantryman recalled a sapper’s description of his task, 
“You come to a dugout — light the fuse — drop the charge in and 
run like hell — look over your shoulder and see the dugout come 
out the door.” The 20th Battalion war diary states,  “At Zero Hour, 
plus 40 mins [0825], it was reported that the mopping-up of the 
support line had been completed.”

The withdrawal signal flares were fired at 0830 and five minutes 
later the troops had, “Fallen back on to the German front line, 
sufficient covering parties being left to cover the retirement.” 
At Z+57 the 20th Battalion’s advanced Signal Station reported 
all raiders back in the Canadian trenches and they immediately 
proceeded down Communication Trenches to Brigade Reserve 
near Bully Grenay.

The raid had been well planned and prepared, the combined 
arms teams represented the summit of small unit tactics and the 
execution through to withdrawal had been flawless. The official 
history reports, “In one hour the attacking force, operating on an 
850-yard front, blew up more than 40 dug-outs, exploded three 
ammunition dumps, captured two machine-guns and two trench 
mortars and destroyed several others, taking 100 prisoners of the 
11th Reserve Division. Canadian casualties numbered about 40 
killed and 135 wounded.” An after action report noted, “Wounds 
chiefly of a slight nature.” In turn they captured 110 prisoners, 
observed 32 dead enemy combatants and killed an uncounted 
number in bombed dugouts. 
NEXT MONTH: The Calonne raid was a textbook operation. 
However, the next notable raid by the CEF, the largest ever, was 
an unmitigated disaster, with potentially long-term consequences. 
Six weeks, later the 4th Division’s gas-assisted raid would become 
a calamity, wrapped in a catastrophe, inside a cataclysm.

MEMORY PROJECT ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 45

mind, just sit there.” So I sit there and then all of a sudden, I was 
getting kind of anxious, I was asking, “What am I doing here?” 
I said, “All my friends, you know, my guys, my fellows I trained 
with and everything, I’ll never be able to find them, they’ll be 
gone. Where are they?” And I started to cry. They said, “No, 
everything’s going to be alright, but found something wrong in 
your documents and we have to check and correct that.” So I 
sat there for a while longer.

Finally, I said, “Are we ready yet, because I want to go where 
my unit is.” They told me to be quiet. And then, all of a sudden, 
they said, “You’re going to come with us.” So they took me into 
Belgium, into an old army barracks, where a lot of other soldiers 
were … And they kept me there. They just gave me odd jobs to 
do. I wondered where my unit was. I was suspicious, and I said 
to myself, “Well, maybe, they found out my age.” 

So anyway, they give me a job, just cleaning the rooms, doing 
this and that. And then, when May [1945] came, the [European] 
war ended. And then I was on my way back to my unit. And I was 
looking for this person, looking for that person. I had a good friend 
there, Gallant [from Prince Edward Island] — we were always 
together — and I asked, “Where is he?” And I’m running around, 
looking for him. They told me he was killed on the last day of 
the war. Well, I blamed everybody for that. I blamed everybody. 
I said, “There now, if I’d have been here, he wouldn’t have been 
dead.” Well, that’s crazy, you know what I mean… 

I got over that sort of thing, and I found my brother in Holland. 
He was in a little pup tent in an area in Goor, and he was just 
pounding in his tent pegs [when I walked up to him]. He looked 
around at me, and then he put in a couple more whacks. Then 
he looked around again, and he was stunned. He said, “What 
the heck are you doing here?” 

Well, we had a nice greeting. But when I went back to my 
unit in Amersfoort [Netherlands], they told me all about what 
happened, why they had taken me away. They had no choice. 
Then they said, “But, we’re going to keep you here now, the war 
is over.” I said, “I don’t want to go home.” So I chose to stay in 
Germany for a year and a half, with the occupation forces. Also, 
just after the war, when I was in a place called Werne, Germany, 
and we were going up in the Oldenburg section — Oldenburg, 
Kleve, Osnabrück, Hamburg, all those cities were just levelled. 
There was nothing but piles of brick and stone. 

I looked over one time near Werne; there was this side hill, on a 
nice beautiful day. The sun was shining nice. And there were some 
German soldiers out on the grass, in the sun, and I looked and 
some of them had no arms, some had no legs. And then it struck 
me. I said, “My goodness, these guys were somebody’s husband, 
somebody’s brother, somebody’s child or something.” And I was 
saying, “My goodness! My goodness! Everybody loses in war.” 
Then right then I says, “War is not to be glorified, war is hell!” 

My mission was served, for I found my brother. Also, my 
mission was served because I really, really, really enjoyed being 
in the military. We were all the same. Same uniform, we dressed 
alike. We slept in the same quarters. And I retired, altogether, at 
the end, as a master warrant officer. A German dug-out comes under attack from the Allies.
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