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AAfter weeks of speculation and delays, the 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) finally 
announced on August 27 that General 
Tom Lawson would replace General Walter 
Natynczyk as Canada’s chief of defence 
staff. There is a reason that late August 
is known as the dog days of summer and 
for the National Press Gallery, even such 
a seemingly routine appointment as that 
of a new top soldier became a bone worth 
chewing on.

In fact, prior to Lawson’s official selec-
tion, the drought of real news caused one 
reporter, Matthew Fisher of Postmedia, to 
generate his own newsflash regarding the 
replacement of Natynczyk. Fisher reported 
that retired Lieutenant-General Andrew 
Leslie, author of a polemic report on the 
future transformation of the Canadian 
Forces, had been interviewed by the PMO 
for the job.

While the reinstatement of a retired gen-
eral as CDS would not be unprecedented, it 
would have made perfect sense to consider 
allowing him the opportunity to implement 
his reforms, given Prime Minister Harper’s 
apparent support for Leslie’s report. It was 
a great theory and Fisher’s initial story 
generated a wealth of pundit pontification 
in the media. 

The only problem with this hypothesis 
was the fact that Leslie had never been 
interviewed for the CDS position. Vehe-
ment denials from both the PMO and 
Leslie himself led to a red-faced correction 
by Postmedia.

While one might have thought the an-
nouncement of Lawson would have stifled 

ON TARGET?

the furious speculation, it instead seemed to 
generate the same feeding frenzy result as 
ladling chum into a school of hungry sharks.

While Defence Minister Peter MacKay 
noted Lawson’s experience abroad as one 
of the reasons he had been selected, this 
was immediately dissected by the analysts 
who pointed out that while Lawson did 
serve in Germany as a fighter pilot early 
in his career, his most recent position was 
as deputy commander of NORAD in 
Colorado Springs; and he has never held a 
high-profile operational command.

James Cudmore of the CBC realized 
when the press conference ended and 
Lawson’s biographical notes were circulated 
to the media that he could not determine 
the new CDS’s exact age. This led to 
follow-up stories wherein he noted that it 
took “several requests” before DND would 
divulge the fact that Lawson is 54 years old.

Until recently, the Canadian Forces had a 
mandatory retirement age of 55; if Lawson 
serves a full three-year term, he will become 
Canada’s oldest serving CDS. While such 
statistics may make for good colour com-
mentary in sportscasts, Lawson’s age should 
matter not a whit to his ability to serve.

Prussian Field Marshal Gebhard Leb-
erecht von Blücher was 73 years old when 
he lead a cavalry charge against Napoleon 
at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, while 
notorious British Admiral Lord Thomas 
Cochrane hoisted his flag aboard warships 
until he retired from active service in 1854 
at the age of 79. 
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General Tom Lawson has two tough 

acts to follow when he takes over 
as chief of defence staff
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So the RCAF wants to buy UAVs to 
support who (“JUSTAS” Volume 19, 
Issue 8)? Aren’t these the same air 

force people who refused to send bunker-
busting aircraft for the raid on Dieppe 
because they didn’t want to risk the loss of 
valuable aircraft? Who is going to provide 
close-in ground support for the Canadian 
Army? 

Someday the Americans won’t be there to 
bail out our soldiers. What then?

Trevor Frith
Huntsville, Ont.

THE NEW CDS IS NO “SOLDIER”
I just read Scott Taylor’s take on the gov-
ernment’s choice of the new CDS (see this 
issue’s “Publisher’s Letter” on page 3). In it 
you described General Tom Lawson as the 
“new top soldier.” 

I can state categorically that he is not a 
“soldier.” He is an airman, as was I. I take 
great umbrage at your description.

Terry J. Lynch

CHALLENGES IN AFGHANISTAN
So now we have to teach them [Afghan sol-
diers] to read (“Publisher’s Letter” Volume 19, 
Issue 8)? Then we have to teach them right 
from wrong and how to enforce the difference, 
on top of any military training? And all this 
during the next 30 months? At best the end 
result will be an expensive and untrustworthy, 
armed, pseudo-military contingent. 

Hav2b
thechronicleherald.ca

CHANGE MUST COME FROM WITHIN
We are not going to change centuries of 
barbarity, hate, corruption and religious ma-
nipulation with the people of Afghanistan in a 
few short years while we (mostly the Ameri-
cans) pummel their people into submission 
with bombs, gun fire, atrocities and inhuman 
cruelty (“Publisher’s Letter” Volume 19, Issue 
8). Just like Syria is going through right now, 
change has to come from within, a civil war 
and the will of the people. If they want to live 
under the Taliban who rule by the gun, let 

them. Send no more of our impressionable 
youth to slap them into submission.

Tank
thechronicleherald.ca

NO QUICK RESOLUTION
In all conflicts, where no quick resolution is 
possible, soldiers on the ground will fight for 
each other rather than for a war aim that is 
not possible (“Publisher’s Letter” Volume 19, 
Issue 8). Afghan soldiers know this, Western 
soldiers know this. The soldiers know this 
better than those that make the political 
decisions. 

I suggest [people] read the National Se-
curity Archives’ take on the Russian–Afghan 
conflict. The set up was identical; experienced 
war generals thought the invasion ludicrous 
as experienced American generals did. Read 
a chapter (3, I think) in Imperial Hubris by 
Michael Scheurer and study the “checkables” 
of Afghanistan. A checkable is a certainty (i.e., 
gun ownership in Texas is a checkable that 
isn’t going to change).

It’s like this: What are the chances of get-
ting Afghan tribes to pay homage to a central 
constitution in Kabul? What are the chances 
of a Pashtun taking orders from a Tajik? 
Where in this world has an ethnic tribal na-
tion? Where ethnicity has sharp geographical 
divides, ever has a successful constitutional 
government? 

We have trouble in Canada for Pete’s sake! 
Add extreme Islam and unforgiving geogra-
phy and I would tell my soldiers that military 
intervention as designed at the present time 
is not worth the risk. Those 140 kids never 
should have been put in that situation be-
cause we have the wrong war aim. Al-Qaeda? 
That’s a Saudi/Yemen monster fragmented 

WHO ARE WE SUPPORTING WITH UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLES?

UAVs provide their operators with surveillance and intelligence-gathering capabilities that could be 
used in a variety of ways. In addition to being used to track Canadian troop movements on the ground, 

they also have the ability to watch insurgent activity on Afghan roads. (mcpl robert bottrill, dnd)
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into many cells with different leaders every-
where in the world.

Henry Gondorf
thechronicleherald.ca

A GREAT CANADIAN
A wonderful article about a great Canadian 
by, Eric Leclerc. What wasn’t mentioned in 
the article was Lester Pearson’s contribution 
to Canadian military intelligence during the 
Second World War.

This could possibly explain why the Rus-
sians vetoed his appointment as the UN’s first 
secretary-general.

Gary Chisholm
Author of “The One Eyed Gunner”

A SAILOR ON HORSEBACK
Although a sailor at heart, since an early age 
I have always had a fascination for Cavalry 
regiments. My great grandfather rode a horse 
with the 2nd Dragoon Guards (Queen’s Bays), 
a Cavalry regiment of the British Army.

So over the last two summers, due to my 
own equestrian background, I was fortunate 
enough to spend some time with the Governor 
General’s Horse Guards of Canada.

The Cavalry squadron is affiliated with the 
Canadian Forces, the members being a mix of 
both military and civilian volunteers all sharing 
the same passion for horses and riding with 
the desire to keep the cavalry tradition alive. 

As Canada’s senior militia regiment, the 
Governor General’s Horse Guards traces an 
unbroken history back to 1810, when Captain 
John Button raised the first cavalry troop in 
Upper Canada. The Markham (Button’s) 
Troop formed in 1810 and was amalgamated 
into the Governor General’s Body Guard in 
1866, then into a squadron in 1876, and in 

WAR AMPS

NEW AD 
COMING

1889 a regiment. In 1936, the Governor Gen-
eral’s Body Guard and Mississauga Horse 
amalgamated to form the Governor General’s 
Horse Guards.

Coincidentally, the 2nd Dragoon Guards 
(Queen’s Bays) allied with the Governor 
General’s Body Guard in 1930 at this time 
that the 1st King’s Dragoon Guards allied with 
the Mississauga Horse.

The regiment has played a significant 
role in Canadian history, including the War 
of 1812, the Fenian Raids, the Red River 
Expedition, the North-West Rebellion, the 
Boer War and both World Wars. Present-day 
Horse Guards have served on various UN 
peacekeeping and overseas duties, as well 
as emergency relief duties within Canada.

In 1948, members of the Governor Gen-
eral’s Horse Guards formed the GGHG Riding 
Club to keep the cavalry tradition alive. In 
1956, members of the GGHG Riding Club 
formed the Governor General’s Horse Guards 
Cavalry Squadron. The newly reformed 
squadron rode its first ceremonial duty that 
same year.

Since that time, the squadron has been 
active at various occasions of state and have 
escorted the Queen, the Queen Mother, a 
number of governors generals and lieutenant-
governors. The squadron routinely partici-
pates in regimental, state and civic parades, 
mounted guard duties and demonstration 
rides (such as the musical ride and skill at 
arms demonstrations).

I am not the first sailor to ride with the 
squadron; a retired WWII RCN officer from 
Vancouver Island who also had equestrian 
experience and who sometimes travelled to 
Ontario, also got to ride with them. Unfortu-
nately, I did not have the opportunity to meet 
him before he passed away in 2010.

MS Simon Crimp
HMCS Discovery, Vancouver, B.C.

The commanding officer, a sergeant and the 
farrier of the Governor General’s Foot Guards, 

who is identified by the black plume in his 
helmet, holding an axe. (simon crimp)
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F E A T U R E

by David Pugliese

T he focus for the country’s defence and aerospace 
firms has not surprisingly been largely aimed at 
supplying the Canadian Forces and allied militaries 
with equipment.

As the Canadian Forces reequips for the 
future and maintains its ability to project combat capability in a 
variety of international situations there are billions of dollars of 
potential sales to be had.

But what is sometimes overlooked is what Canadian military 
officers refer to as the “home game” and what U.S. officials term 
as “homeland defence.” Billions of dollars of equipment is needed 
to monitor, patrol, secure and protect Canada and its borders.

On October 30 and 31, 2012 industry and security repre-
sentatives will come together in Ottawa for SecureTech 2012, a 
two-day public safety and national security omnibus conference 
and tradeshow. Organized by the Canadian Association of Defence 
and Security Industries (CADSI), SecureTech’s themes this year 
will be perimeter and cyber security.

Public Safety Minister Vic Toews will be the main speaker 
on the first day of the conference, which will examine a number 
of issues. These include the need for technology for integrated 
cross-border law enforcement operations, addressing border threats 
earlier, protection of critical infrastructure, expediting cargo clear-
ance over the U.S.-Canada border by co-ordinating and targeting 
security, and dealing with the development of a future workforce 
for cyber security.

The conference will also focus on the U.S.-Canada security 
relationship and Suzanne Spaulding, Deputy Undersecretary for 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, will also provide a 
keynote address.

Conference organizers estimate that national security and 
public safety expenditures in Canada will be over $14 billion across 

SecureTech 2012
Preparing for the home game

U.S. Air Force personnel update antivirus software in July 2010 in an 
effort to prevent hackers from accessing Department of Defense computer 
networks. (tech. sgt. cecilio ricardo/u.s. air force)
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the federal government. This figure includes a multitude of equip-
ment — from communications systems and surveillance devices 
to armoured vehicles and airport security screening equipment.

Exhibitors at SecureTech 2012 will range from Pacific Safety 
Products of Arnprior, Ontario, which produces body armour and 
ballistic protection, to MC Border 
Security Inc. of New Brunswick, 
which designs, develops and pro-
duces miniature video surveillance 
equipment for police forces, intel-
ligence agencies, and special forces 
worldwide.

Other exhibitors also support 
homeland defence requirements, 
such as Scintrex Trace Corp., which 
develops trace detection products 
and systems to help security and 
law enforcement agencies detect 
explosives, drugs and other noxious 
substances or Accipiter Radar, which 
provides proven high-performance, 
wide-area radar surveillance systems.

Already, the federal govern-
ment has provided industry with a 
preview of some of the capabilities 
it desires. On September 5 it an-
nounced that the new Canadian 
Safety and Security Program was 
issuing its first call for proposals for 
submissions for innovative science 
and technology projects aimed at 
helping Canada cope with disasters.

More emphasis is also being placed on rebuilding Canada’s 
Coast Guard, which will receive new ships and a new icebreaker. As 
part of that initiative, this summer the government issued a letter 
of interest to the aerospace industry for the procurement of up to 
24 helicopters for the Coast Guard vessels. That procurement will 
unfold over the next five years and involve the acquisition of 16 
light-lift and eight medium-lift helicopters. The project includes 
the requirement to buy at least one flight simulator.

The federal police force is also re-equipping. In July, Navistar 
Defence Canada Inc. announced that it delivered on a $14 million 
contract from the Canadian government to supply the RCMP with 
its International MXT Armoured Personnel Carriers. The new 
vehicles will provide increased protection and rescue capabilities for 
RCMP officers during high-risk situations, according to the firm. 
Although the MXT platform is currently in operation in Afghanistan 
with the British Army, the contract to support the RCMP is the 
company’s first MXT vehicle sale to the police and security sectors.

The Canadian Forces also has its eye on developing new 
capabilities for the so-called home game. In his 2011 report on 
transformation, Lieutenant-General Andrew Leslie recommended 
cutting headquarters staff and consultants working for the Defence 
Department so the military could fund new future capabilities, 

ranging from cyber defence to 
Arctic warfare capabilities.

Technology that can keep an 
eye on Canada’s vast coastlines is 
also a potential growth area, say 
defence officials.

Earlier this year, the Canadian 
Forces took steps to restart a coast 
defence radar project that had been 
cancelled six years ago. The project 
to build high-frequency surface 
wave radar (HFSWR) sites stalled 
amid technical concerns, but now 
the effort is back on, with the 
awarding of a contract to Raytheon 
Canada Ltd. to install and test a new 
generation of the system. HFSWR 
is unique in that it can track objects 
at much greater ranges than con-
ventional line-of-sight microwave 
radars. 

Defence Minister Peter MacKay 
has labelled such technology as vital 
to supporting the military’s efforts 
to monitor the country’s maritime 
approaches. Defence sources say if 

the tests are successful the Canadian Forces will look at building 
five radars for operational use. 

“It is clearly our expectation and our hope this (contract) will 
reintroduce HFSWR into Canada and will, in fact, put it to good 
use to protect the approaches in both the east and the west,” Brian 
Smith, vice president and general manager of Raytheon Canada 
Ltd, said earlier this year.

Much of the focus of the Canadian government — and a theme 
of SecureTech 2012 — is on securing the country’s maritime and 
land borders with the U.S. 

The U.S. has created Cyber Command to help deal with 
hacker attacks and other related threats. When asked 

whether Canada’s military needs the same type of command 
Vice-Admiral Bruce Donaldson noted that the Canadian 
Forces isn’t the lead agency with responsibility to protect 

federal computer and information networks but needs to be 
capable of dealing with potential cyber threats.

In July, Navistar Defence Canada Inc. announced that it delivered on a 
$14 million contract from the Canadian government to supply the RCMP 
with its International MXT Armoured Personnel Carriers. The new vehicles 
will provide increased protection and rescue capabilities for RCMP 
officers during high-risk situations, according to the firm. (photo courtesy 
of navistar defence)
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The state of Canada’s port security is especially important 
for the both nations. Each year more than four million shipping 
containers move in or out of Canada. Of those, about 60 per cent 
have come from or are destined for the U.S.

Not only do U.S. and Canadian customs and border agencies 
work closely together but the U.S. and Canadian coast guards 
as well as navies co-ordinate on a daily basis when it comes to 
monitoring or policing the maritime approaches to both the ports 
and coastlines.

Royal Canadian Navy officials also point to the ongoing 
Frontier Sentinel exercises, which allow the maritime security 
agencies of both nations to coordinate planning and respond to 
maritime threats to North America.

In that regard, the Canadian government says that port secu-
rity has significantly improved since the September 11, 2001 attacks 
on the U.S. It has put in place the Marine Transportation Security 
Clearance Program, which enhances marine and port security by 
requiring background security checks for specified port workers.

In addition, every ship approaching a port in Canada is 
required to send an electronic manifest detailing where the vessel 
is registered, details of the crew, the brokers and the contents of 
the cargo. Canadian officials then conduct a risk analysis on the 
ship to see if it warrants a detailed inspection. 

Systems to detect radioactive material have been installed at 
many of Canada’s major ports and every container in those ports 
is screened using the system.

As well, the U.S. and Canada have started the “Shiprider” 
program in which Canadian police officers and U.S. Coast Guard 
crews serve together during joint patrols.

In addition, on September 7 Transport Canada and the U.S. 
Coast Guard announced they would conduct a pilot project for 
joint “port state control” inspections on a limited number of non-

Canadian and non-U.S. flagged vessels entering the Great Lakes–St. 
Lawrence Seaway. Such inspections will focus on increasing vessel 
safety, security and pollution prevention.

The initiative is in keeping with President Barack Obama’s and 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s Beyond the Border Perimeter 
Security Initiative protecting the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
Seaway region, according to the Canadian government.

Improvements in how the U.S. and Canadian militaries deal 
with a domestic emergency have also been front and centre among 
government planners.

Earlier this year, Chief of the Defence Staff General Walt 
Natynczyk and United States Army General Charles Jacoby Jr., the 
commander of the North American Aerospace Defence Command 
and United States Northern Command, signed an improved civil 
assistance plan and information sharing agreement.

“It really postures the two nations to support each other in a 
time of crisis for a natural disaster or some sort of incident in our 
homeland,” U.S. Army Major-General Frank Mahon, director of 
plans, policy and strategy for NORAD and Northern Command, 
explained in an interview at the time.

The agreement sets down the processes to follow if an 
emergency happens in either country, Mahon noted.

And although the issue of cyber threats and cyber defence is 
not under the purview of Northern Command or NORAD, Mahon 
said it is an emerging issue that should be of concern to both 
nations. “I think we all share an uneasiness about what’s going on 
when we see in the cyber realm,” he explained. “So that’s another 
area where it’s pertinent and relevant for two partners, allies and 
friends to have discussions.” 

Cyber warfare operations are becoming part of military exercises, such as 
this one dealing with Korea. (staff sgt. lakisha croley, u.s. air force)
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T he federal government has clearly signalled to industry 
that it is willing to spend for security equipment 
and services for domestic uses. But just what are the 

threats that government is preparing for or that Canadians could 
face on their home turf?

The Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) and other 
government agencies continue to voice their concerns about 
the potential of violence from Canadian-born Islamic militants 
as well as right-wing extremists. White supremacists and opera-
tives from international terrorist groups are well established in 
Canada, the federal spy agency points out.

But one emerging threat that has caught the attention of 
the Canadian Forces and government involves the use of cyber 
technology to disrupt or damage key national infrastructure.

In June Defence Minister Peter MacKay used a security 
conference in Singapore to call on allied nations to improve 
co-operation on the development of new countermeasures to 
deal with such an event.

“The consequences of cyber attacks haven’t really washed 
over us as to just how devastating they could be,” MacKay told 
journalists. “It’s a monster in our midst.”

Vice-Admiral Bruce Donaldson, the vice chief of the defence 
staff, had voiced related concerns to industry leaders several 

weeks earlier at CANSEC 2012. “We need industry to work 
with us on developmental projects to create capabilities that 
do not yet exist, but that will give us the flexibility and the 
agility to face threats that could come our way in the security 
environment of the next decades,” Donaldson said.

“To grapple with cyber challenges, the Canadian Forces will 
need not only technological fixes, but also the right people — 
and that means a specialized cadre of cyber warriors,” he added.

Other nations are already investing in the area. Last year, the 
U.S. government budgeted $500 million to fast-track cyber 
warfare and protection technologies.

Asked whether Canada should follow the U.S. military’s lead 
and create a cyber command, Donaldson noted that the Cana-
dian Forces isn’t the lead agency with responsibility to protect 
federal computer and information networks. But he added: “We 
rely on this type of technology and we need to be a partner in 

by David Pugliese

FACING
the

THREAT
by David Pugliese

FACING
the

THREAT

Violence perpetrated by domestic and international terrorists and 
extremists has been an ongoing concern for Canadian government 
security specialists over the years but the future could see technological 
weapons such as cyber attacks on a country’s infrastructure replace the 
more traditional weapons of the gun and the bomb. (photo illustration by 
david pugliese)

T

FACING THE THREAT ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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COMMENTARY ... CONT’D ON PAGE 41

but even they are hedging their bets with 
life-extension programs for the so-called 
legacy jets, combined with new orders for 
more F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets and 
EA-18 G Growlers for the U.S. Navy.

The latest word from Boeing is that, 
due to the increasing delays for the F-35, 
they will develop life-extension enhance-
ments for the legacy Hornets, which are 
used as front-line fighters for the U.S. 
Marines, second echelon fighters for the 

U.S. Navy, and by several other nations, 
including Canada. The primary focus 
of this aircraft upgrade is to replace the 
central barrel (where the wing roots meet 
the fuselage), but would include other 
avionics and systems improvements. This 
may provide for a variety of options for 
future RCAF operations — as long as they 
drop this foolish “we will only have one 
combat aircraft type” nonsense.

The RCAF already operates 26 different 
aircraft types, and our operational his-
tory has shown that two different combat 
aircraft types can best meet the competing 
requirements of national sovereignty over 
vast distances and involvement in allied 
expeditionary actions. With the great 
uncertainty over the F-35’s capabilities, 
costs of acquisition and operation, its 
reliability and readiness as our only fighter 
— especially in the Arctic — combined 
with so few in number, it is only prudent to 

e

Arrow II possibilities

WITH ALL DUE RESPECT TO THE 
esteemed Major-General Lewis MacKenzie 
(ret’d), the concept of resurrecting the 
CF-105 Arrow in a modern iteration is 
a bit much like flogging a dead horse. 
While he does have many valid points 
about the unsuitability of 65 F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighters to meet our sovereignty 
and allied needs, an all-new old Arrow will 
not meet our needs either. Its time is well 
past, though warmly remembered.

The Avro Arrow was a massive aircraft 
designed to get to high altitude blindingly 
quick, and then dash out towards incom-
ing Soviet bomber fleets, which the Arrow 
would then take out with nuclear-tipped 
Genie missiles. With the introduction of 
intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM) 
and the later submarine-launched ballistic 
missiles (SLBM), the Arrow’s mission 
disappeared.

The 1959 proposed Mark 2 version 
would likely have reached Mach 2.5 with 
its intended Iroquois engines, but as it 
was designed to pull only 2 g, what else 
was it good for? Should they have tried 
to eradicate the entire program, along 
with the possibly world-beating Iroquois 
engine? No, but the Americans could not 
stomach an ally having a more capable 
aircraft (of any type) than they had. The 
Yanks then went on to coerce the Brits to 
cancel and eradicate the TSR2 — which 
could have been the best two-engine 
supersonic tactical bomber in the world 
— and had much the same cutting edge 
technology as the Arrow.

We can harken back to what might 
have been, but there is no rewriting of 
history — except in Hollywood films, 
where the Americans won World War Two 
singlehandedly. The Yanks are continuing 
to coerce allies to “Buy American” as seen 
with the extremely troubled JSF program, 

envision also having a true air superiority 
fighter that has the range to deal with 
potential air- and seaborne threats.

Many people scoff at the idea that there 
could be any threat to Canada, and point 
out that there will never be fleets of Rus-
sian bombers overflying and devastating 
our cities (they are correct in this). They 
also point out that fighter aircraft can 
do little to deter nuclear-tipped ballistic 
missiles (they are correct in this too). What 
they do not acknowledge is that the world 
has moved on in many ways — ballistic 
missiles and nuclear warheads are weapons 
of last resort and cruise missiles are weap-
ons of first resort, as proved by American 
usage of them over the last three decades.

Part of the perception problem is the 
term bomber — for the most part they do 
not overfly anything and drop bombs. It 
would be better to term them large aerial 
missilers (LAM), for that is their modern 
duty — to act as weapons platforms for 
long-range cruise missiles and other 
stand-off weapons. If at some time in the 
future an aggrieved nation were to make 
a punitive strike on a Canadian asset, 
say the Alberta oil sands operation or 
Churchill Dam, because of serious trade 
or territorial disputes, what could we do? 
It would be imperative to reach and kill 
the LAM before she could release a dozen 
long-range cruise missiles. If you do not 
kill the LAM, then you must track and 
destroy many terrain-hugging threats, 

“... there will never be fleets of 
Russian bombers overflying and 

devastating our cities ...”

Mark M. Miller  
is a Vancouver-based 

research consultant who 
writes on international and 

military affairs. 
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Robert Fonberg, the latter indicated that 
while the department was fine with the 
facts put forward by Ferguson, they didn’t 
much like his conclusions, namely that the 
planes cost too much and DND was hiding 
costs and not doing due diligence so the 
procurement could go through. Do and 
say whatever you like, in other words, just 
sign off on our planes!

It’s that do or die focus of the disease 
that has so established itself on Parliament 

Hill. Cost figures are ever changing yet 
always lowballed — anything to get a yes 
from parliament and public alike. It’ll cost 
nine billion dollars, no fourteen billion, wait 
sixteen billion at most! Michael Ferguson 
doesn’t know what he’s talking about. Who 
cares if we handpicked him? Don’t listen to 
what he has to say. Have you met our new 
chief of defence staff? He likes the F-35, so 
should you … It’s sad to watch, really. The 
goal is everything; reality means nothing.

But like friends and family reaching 
out to a sick loved one, people have been 
reaching out to the Harper Government™ 
and National Defence to try and help them 
see the reality of the F-35. Most recently, 
that has involved none other than retired 
general and former Conservative party 
candidate Lewis MacKenzie. Never having 
met a camera he didn’t like, MacKenzie 
nonetheless risked conflict-of-interest 
criticism and put his star power and name 

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com

OBSESSIVE-COMPULSIVE DISORDER, 
or OCD for short, afflicts thousands. 
Ideas you can’t let go of, dysfunctional 
behaviours you repeat over and over. It 
is debilitating, beyond frustrating, and a 
handicap of not inconsiderable proportions 
for those who suffer from it. But up to now 
it has been a disorder experienced only by 
the individual. 

What has become more worrisome is 
its manifestation in groups, specifically 
federal departments and party caucuses. 
It manifests in the compulsive need for 
privacy, litigation, message control, re-
branding of Canadian institutions, and an 
unhealthy obsession for causes, cuts and 
purchases that run contrary to real needs 
and the well-being of the group involved, 
much less the people they work for. Experts, 
increasingly, have expressed concern. 

Many turn to the ongoing saga of the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter as a troubling case 
in point. In the individual, obsessions can 
involve excessive cleaning, stalking, and 
unhealthy evangelical zeal. In the case of 
the Department of National Defence, it’s 
stealth. We need stealth! Any stealth, all 
stealth; My God, they might see us! You’d 
be wise to nod in agreement if confronted 
with this, as it is increasingly clear that 
senior members of the military brass are 
becoming quite unstable over the issue.

If nothing else they’re having a hard time 
separating dreams from reality. In a recent 
disclosure of electronic correspondence 
between Auditor General Michael Ferguson 
and Deputy Minister of National Defence 

behind a venture to resurrect the CF-105 
Arrow. 

Dismissed by most as an exercise in nos-
talgia, including MacKenzie himself when 
he was first confronted with it, the plan calls 
for a rebirth of the Avro Arrow, updated 
with today’s technological improvements, 
yet retaining the old bird’s formidable flight 
characteristics. Even 50 years ago, it could 
fly almost 50 per cent farther and twice as 
fast as the F-35. As an interceptor and patrol 
aircraft it would be far superior to the F-35 
in terms of Canada’s domestic needs. 

While the idea of getting a full-blown 
fighter aircraft off the ground in time to 
replace Canada’s CF-18 fleet based on 
50-year-old blueprints seems the product 
of an unrealistic obsession in and of itself, 
the proposal brought some reality to the 
table. It made clear, backed up by one of 
Canada’s most celebrated generals, that 
Canada does not need stealth fighters. If 
anything, given our geography, it needs fast, 
long-distance interceptors. It also made 
plain that Canada would be better served 
by a rejuvenated aerospace industry of its 
own, instead of trying to keep afloat, if not 
the whole American industry, then at least 
the boondoggle that is the F-35. 

So, what was the response from the 
Harper Government™ and National 
Defence? As predictable as an obsessive 
compulsive who thinks his bloodied hands 
are still dirty: No thanks. It does not have 
stealth capability. While Harper has set 
up a separate secretariat to decide if other 
planes should be considered, it is staffed 
by members of Public Works, National 
Defence, and Industry Canada. They all 
speak from the same obsessive prayer book. 
Stealth is good. We need stealth.

Short of crop-dusting Ottawa with 
liquid Prozac, it looks like the F-35 is here 
to stay. 

OCD and the F-35

e

“The goal is everything; reality 
means nothing”
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T his year was the fifth anniversary of Canada Army 
Run and it remains the fastest-growing running 
event in North America. 

To start things off, Esprit de Corps Magazine 
hosted a VIP kickoff reception at Ottawa City Hall 

on Thursday, September 20. Outgoing Chief of Defence Staff Walt 
Natynczyk, Army Commander Lieutenant-General Peter Devlin, 
and CEFCOM Lieutenant-General Stuart Beare were among the 
250 guests who gathered to officially celebrate Canada Army Run’s 
five-year milestone. 

The following day, relentless rain still couldn’t dampen the spirits 
at the Red Rally, which traditionally starts the event. By Saturday 
afternoon, over 18,000 registered participants had been processed 
through the race kit sausage machine — receiving their race bibs 
and run shirts and then activating their electronic time chips. 

It is a testimony to the organizational skills of the Army Run 
staff that such a volume of participants can be processed in such 
a short timeframe. One of the highlights of the Run weekend is 
the Saturday night pasta dinner with the army commander himself 
helping to serve participants from an actual army field kitchen. 

After two days of downpours and a weather forecast for more 
of the same, Sunday morning dawned clear and crisp. For the fifth 
year in a row, Canada Army Run took place under ideal weather 
conditions. 

Among the VIPs who took part in the opening ceremonies were 
His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor 
General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada; Commander of 
the Canadian Army Lieutenant-General Peter Devlin; Minister of 
National Defence Peter MacKay; and Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson. 

“It is always moving to see the enormous support Canadians 
show the men and women of the Canadian Forces, especially here, 
at the annual Canada Army Run,” said Minister MacKay. “Canada 
Army Run is a great initiative, contributing directly to supporting 
our ill and injured CF members and their families. I am extremely 
proud to join my fellow Canadians today as we walk, run or roll 
alongside these true Canadian heroes.” 

“I look forward to this event every year because of what it 
represents: an opportunity for Canadians and their Canadian 
Forces to come together as one in the spirit of community and 
camaraderie,” said LGen. Devlin. “We sincerely appreciate the 
support Canadians have shown us and feel immense pride in the 
growing popularity of this event.”

People participate in this event for many different reasons. Some 
strive to break records or achieve personal bests. Some come in 
memory of parents or grandparents who spent their careers in the 

text by Newell Durnbrooke  •  photos by James Hyungcheol Park

e

2012 Canada Army Run: Building on Success

Thousands of runners in the 5K race stream through the starting gate at 
the 2012 Canada Army Run. (james hyungcheol park, esprit de corps)
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military, or of loved ones who lost their lives in the line of duty. 
Many are honouring family and friends who are in the military 
today. Others come to salute Canada’s injured and ill soldiers who 
participate and demonstrate for all the true spirit of “soldiering 
on.” And thousands of others come to simply thank the men and 
women of the Canadian Forces for all they do at home and abroad. 

“Canadians deeply appreciate the sacrifices our military person-
nel make each and every day,” said Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson. 
“I am humbled by how many Canadians join us in our nation’s 
capital to show their gratitude for those who are there for us when 
we need them.”

Fundraising efforts from this year’s Canada Army Run generated 
more than $100,000 for Soldier On and the Military Families Fund, 
with donations still coming in. More than $150,000 in proceeds 
are also expected to be donated to Soldier On and the Military 
Families Fund. 

Esprit de Corps Magazine produced and distributed the Canada 
Army Run Guide and fielded full squads in both the 5K and half 
marathon. We are proud to be a part of such a growing success. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:   CDS Gen. Walt Natynczyk speaks 
to one of the many Soldier On supporters before the race. Soldier On 
helps injured and ill soldiers overcome their challenges and adopt an 
active lifestyle. (all photos by james hyungcheol park, esprit de corps, 
unless otherwise noted)   Sgt. Brett “Rick” Rickard crosses the finish 
line.   There was a large contingent from Cassidian’s Gatineau plant, 
as well as others from France and Germany. (courtesy cassidian)   Gen. 
Peter Devlin, commander of the Canadian Army, addresses the crowd 
prior to the start of the race.   Part of the Esprit de Corps running team 
gathered after the 5K. From left, Wendy van Beilen, Julie Simoneau, 
Katherine Taylor, Scott Taylor, Tiffany Taus, Marlee Wasser, and Gill Scott. 
 Racing to the finish line!   General Dynamics Canada’s team of 135 
Army Run supporters gather to show their ongoing support to the army 
and their families. (courtesy general dynamics canada) 

 

 









18  volume 19 issue 9

e

T here is no doubt that the Canadian Defence Security 
and Aerospace Exhibition Atlantic (DEFSEC) is the 
second largest military trade show in Canada — and 
the organizers are happy to keep it that way.

Colin Stephenson, DEFSEC’s executive direc-
tor, acknowledges that the annual CANSEC exhibition held in 
Ottawa each spring is by far the biggest defence show. 

“It is not our intention to compete with CANSEC,” Stephenson 
told Esprit de Corps. “It is our aim to complement that show.” 

The drawing card for most of those who attend DEFSEC is the 
fact that it is held in Halifax during the first week of September. 

Halifax is without a doubt one of Canada’s most charming cities, 
and late summer usually promises good weather. This year, however, 
torrential downpours precluded the annual Shearwater Aviation 
Museum Fund (SAMF) Golf Tournament, which was scheduled to 
coincide with the exhibitor set-up day on September 5. That night, 
skies cleared in time for the DEFSEC opening cocktail reception 
at the Cunard Centre.

Seasoned veterans of the trade show circuit networked at the re-
ception until 21:00 and then caught a good night’s sleep. However, 

many rookies submitted to the lure of Halifax’s renowned nightlife 
and awoke with the equally famous “Haligonian Hangover.”

The DEFSEC exhibition opened at 08:00 the following morning 
with an attendee breakfast and a panel of speakers. While the actual 
exhibition space is limited, DEFSEC sells out well in advance each 
year The more intimate surroundings allows those attending more 
time to conduct business discussions than at larger formats such as 
CANSEC. Networking is, of course, the key to all exhibitions and 
the Lockheed Martin sponsored “Hour of Good Cheer” held at 
the end of the first day lived up to its title. 

Following the cocktail hour, shuttle buses ferried participants 
across town to Halifax’s World Trade Convention Centre for the 
annual Aerospace and Defence Industries Association of Nova 
Scotia dinner. Over 800 guests enjoyed guest speaker Vice-Admiral 
Paul Maddison’s somewhat lengthy keynote speech.

By the end of the second day, an estimated 1,200 visitors had 
perused the exhibit halls. While it would be difficult to grow 
DEFSEC into a larger show without changing venues, for now 
the Atlantic Canada military exhibition retains a firm hold on the 
number two spot. 

DEFSEC Atlantic 2012
Happy to hold at second

by Scott Taylor
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NEW AD COMING
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by Paul Culliton
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O n September 13, 2012 “The Best Defence” Conference 
took place in the Grand Ballroom of the Hilton Hotel 
in London, Ontario. The event was organized by the 

London Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) in col-
laboration with CADSI. Tim Page, president of CADSI attended 
and spoke at the event.

A year ago CADSI was approached by LEDC, an organization 
that is taking a lead role in building business in the London area, a 
region which has an unemployment rate of 8.3 per cent. According 
to Tim Page, president of CADSI and a speaker at the event, the 
conference was a natural fit for the two organizations. “Today was 
a great opportunity to bring the community together of original 
equipment manufacturers plus their supply chain to talk about how 
to do business with each other,” stated Page.

The feature event of the day was a panel discussion of supply 
chain opportunities. On panel were several notable players in the 
Canadian defence manufacturing sector:

 � Marc Gelinas, Commodity Procurement, General Dynamics 
Land Systems – Canada

 � Neil Rutter, General Manager, Textron Systems Canada Inc.
 � Jorn Buo, President, Kongsberg Protech Systems Canada
 � David Jensen, GOPs3C Manager, Defense Intl. Offsets, 

Oshkosh Defense
The presence of Commander of the Canadian Army Lieutenant-

General Peter Devlin underlined the importance of the Southern 
Ontario defence connection. In an exclusive interview LGen. Devlin 
told Esprit de Corps that “This is a region that has an impressive 
amount of defence infrastructure.” LGen. Devlin, who was also the 
keynote speaker at the evening dinner, was on familiar turf — he is 

The Best Defence — A Conference
Canadian Forces roll out wish list to cover next decade

Panelists (from left to right) Tim Page of CADSI, Marc Gelinas of GDLS-C, 
Neil Rutter of Textron Systems Canada, Jorn Buo of Kongsberg, and 
David Jensen of Oshkosh Defense listen to Commander of the Canadian 
Army LGen. Peter Devlin give his keynote address. (photo courtesy ledc)
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Jorn Buo, president of Kongsberg Protech Systems Canada, addresses 
the crowd at the conference. Organized by the London Economic 
Development Corp. and CADSI’s SME Committee, The Best Defence 
conference focused on the business development opportunities of 
companies working in the area on land systems for the Canadian Forces. 
(photo courtesy ledc)

a graduate of Western University and was a member of The Royal 
Canadian Regiment in London.

Suppliers attending the conference came from Ontario, Michi-
gan, Pennsylvania, Colorado and from across Canada. 

The presentation of Lieutenant-Colonel Greg Burton, Director 
of Land Requirements Coordination was a key presentation of the 
day as he outlined DND’s 12-point wish list going forward to 2024. 

Standing out in that list was the Armoured Combat Support 
Vehicle Replacement project. Between 2019-2024 the Canadian 
Forces expects to replace the LAV III and M113 with a common 
fleet of armoured combat support vehicles. Deliverables expected 
to be included are ambulances and mobile repair teams. 

“This is a big one for this region. The LAV III, built over 20 
years ago, is on the way out,” said Burton during his presentation. 
“It is not big enough to accommodate features we need to have. 
We don’t know what the vehicle will be, but we are starting analysis 
of what they could be already.”

The conversation with LGen. Devlin underlined the importance 
of the relationship of Canadian Forces suppliers and why he made 
the trip: “There is an opportunity for us to be more aggressive 
with our relationship and to emphasize the importance that the 
industrial base has for me as a soldier, as well as for Canadians.” 

LGen. Devlin also cited the London-based production of the 
light armoured vehicle (LAV). “Take a program like the LAV. It is 
a great vehicle and there are 500 suppliers that make a contribu-
tion to this awesome piece of kit – this means good jobs for the 
country. This industrial base makes a tremendous vehicle that is 
world-renowned for quality, mobility, protection and fire power.”

Over the next 10 years the Canadian military expects to spend in 
the range of $21 billion on equipment. When asked if the Canadian 
defence manufacturing sector was capable of meeting the needs of 
the Canadian Forces in the future, LGen. Devlin was unquestion-
ing. “We have a very powerful defence industrial base and we as a 
nation need to respect this strength and the contribution to our 
economy and our standard of living. Further, I believe they are 
agile enough to respond to Canadian Forces needs.” 
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I suppose I should have attended this unveiling by our Queen 
on June 28, 2012, if only to honour the incredible bravery 
and sacrifice of hundreds of cherished friends I lost, but 
emotions run too deeply. Joan, my partner of 70 years, 
and who had shared every night of my war, had suffered 

two falls, seriously impeding her mobility, and preventing her from 
accompanying me.

Besides, I was not a happy warrior in Bomber Command. Even 
in my high school days I was a history buff and knew enough about 
our WWI peace treaties that allowed Hitler and his Nazi party to be 
such a scourge on us as well as on the German population. I knew 
my responsibility was to assist in Hitler’s defeat, but deplored the 
means. I joined the RCAF and trained as an observer (navigator, 
bomb aimer, gunner). But, on being posted to a Bomber Command 
Operational Training Unit (OTU) on 20 July – 20 September 
1942, I was channelled into the bomb aimer stream as it had now 
become a separate trade.

With inadequate navigational aids I would have to find and 
bomb assigned targets, mainly cities, in utter darkness illuminated 
only by flak and exploding bombs. Defeating the guilty by killing 
the innocent pained me deeply. Circumstances gave us no other 
way, compounding the pain of our sacrifices. 

While at this OTU, near Leamington Spa in Warwickshire, my 
pilot, Pat Porter, and I frequented on our nights off the local dance 
halls. One night Pat and I were surveying the girls seated along the 
walls facing the band and dance floor when Joan and her girlfriend 
arrived. I nudged Pat saying, “That’s for me!” These dance halls 
were ideal for meeting scores of the opposite sex. Most went stag 
and the music was soft, encouraging the art of conversation. The 
agreed practice was to ask a girl for a dance, dance three numbers, 
return her to her seat, then select a different partner. 

If there was one you particularly liked, you would try to get 
her in the home waltz that permitted you to ask if you could walk 
her home. There was no problem on the way home as she knew 
the way, but getting back in total blackout was often a nightmare. 

The Belated Bomber 
Command Memorial

All street signs had been removed to thwart invasions of Germans, 
who did not invade, but Canadians did and we were thoroughly 
confused. However, I did get her in the home waltz, walked her 
home, did not find my way back to base until 0400, but was still a 
very happy boy as I had her agreement for future dates. 

Soon I had to stand her up. The base was sealed, no phone 
calls out. Bomber Command had launched its “thousand-bomber 
raids,” but to attain this number they had to use still-under-training 
crews from OTUs. This would be our Charge of the Light Brigade. 
Our Wellington aircraft were old and discarded by squadrons that 
had later models as well as four-engine bombers. Our targets were 
heavily-defended cities in the Ruhr Valley. 

Our first was Dusseldorf. Our ageing Wellington would climb 
to only 9,000 feet, could carry no more than one tonne of bombs, 
and refused to go faster than 135 knots, so we were a lifetime in 
that very impressive flak that stretched all the way from the coast to 
our target. Night fighters also kept us alert. Somehow, we bombed 
it and got home. Two of our OTU crews were among the 32 that 
did not. We, in our OTU alone, were to lose a hundred good boys 
and a dozen instructors before this misguided policy was dropped. 
It was a frightening introduction to Bomber Command, so Joan’s 
arms were a miraculous tonic. 

Ten days after my posting to 419 Squadron in Croft, Yorkshire, 
my cold Nissen hut that had held 12 officers when I arrived, had 
two survivors. So, squadrons also endured heavy losses. Empty 
rooms were soon filled with new faces. I was forever making new 
friends only to lose them. We knew it was stupid, and potentially 
cruel, to marry during a war but we did. I was uniquely fortunate 
when my CO, Merv Fleming, let me live off base so I would 
cycle the mile, usually in the rain, to and from the single room 
we rented in a home owned by a widow who lost her husband in 

by George Sweanor

On June 28, 2012 Queen Elizabeth unveiled a new memorial to honour 
the 55,573 men of the RAF’s Bomber Command who died in the Second 
World War. The memorial features a 2.7-metre high bronze statue 
depicting seven aircrew. 
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WWI. When taking off in the evening to bomb Germany we would 
detour slightly to fly over the house to warn Joan that I would 
not be home for another 7 hours. We continued to frequent the 
dance halls, this time in Darlington, where Joan met and danced 
with many squadron members who were soon to be shot down 
to drown in the cruel North Sea, plough into the ground, or be 
blown apart. With me she suffered their loss. 

This existence continued until the morning of March 28, 1943 
when Joan awoke to find my side of the bed empty. Alone, she 
had to have and raise our first daughter during the 800 days she 
awaited my return. Knowing they were there for me gave me a 
burning desire to survive. Assessing my small contributions to 
Bomber Command: when the average life expectancy was five 
operations, I survived 17 but it took me 6 months due to lots 
of bad weather during the winter months, our conversion from 
Wellingtons to Halifaxes, and being selected for the month-long 
bombing leaders’ course. 

On my three-night mining operations, at night usually in the 
rain, and 100 feet above the waves and the numerous flak ships 
that consigned many of us to watery graves, I was able to plant six 
1,500-pound mines exactly where the Royal Navy wanted them 
by flying over quite unfriendly islands with ever-changing tidal 
coastlines, identifying pinpoints, and doing timed runs to shipping 
lanes. I was later informed that they sank two German ships. I 
often think of their crews. Of my 14-night bombing operations I 
managed to find and bomb the docks in Kiel, Lorient, and Saint 
Nazaire. Over Wilhelmshaven, Duisberg, the Ruhr, Hamburg, 

Cologne, and Berlin, in spite of dangerously lingering amid the 
flak while looking for military targets, I could see no ground detail 
so, with heavy heart, bombed the cities as ordered. During these 
17 raids I was on we lost 184 aircraft and 982 crew. Only 17 per 
cent survived to become POWs.

A great friend to Joan and me was Pat Porter from northern 
British Columbia who sacrificed his life by staying at the controls 
to fight the plunge long enough to permit us to cut our way out 
of a burning and plunging aircraft with an axe. He saved six lives. 
I was last out. My parachute jerked open and I was in a tree. Pat 
did not make it. He is buried in Hamburg. Post-war, we Bomber 
Command veterans were shunned because the politicians who 
gave us this nasty duty were now ashamed of what had to be done 
to win the war.

Joan lived through all of this with me so, after 70 years and still 
being on my honeymoon, there was no way I could go without 
her to the London unveiling that was quite impressive but far too 
late for the vast majority of us who have left this life. 

During WWII, George Sweanor served in the United 
Kingdom with Bomber Command in No. 419 Squadron, 
Royal Canadian Air Force. His Halifax was shot down on 
his 17th operation and Sweanor spent 800 days as a POW. 
Since 1986 he has been the editor of the bimonthly newsletter 
for 971 RCAF Air Marshal Slemon Wing of the Air Force 
Association of Canada (www.971WingAFAC.com).
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O n October 26, 1813 an American officer rode towards Lieutenant-
Colonel Charles-Michel d’Irumberry de Salaberry’s lines at the Châteauguay 
River and called on the French Canadians to surrender. The story goes that 
Salaberry took one of his men’s muskets and shot the officer as he waited for an 
answer. And so the Battle of the Châteauguay began.

Late in 1813, U.S. Secretary for War John Armstrong Jr. designed a two-pronged 
offensive that was intended to capture the Town of Kingston in Upper Canada and

e
F  E  A  T  U  R  E

by Michael Hurley

Through the use of deception and 
prepared defensive positions, a heavily 

outnumbered force of French-Canadian 
militia and Mohawk warriors were able 
to repulse an American expeditionary 

force. Fought without the benefit of 
British army supervision, Châteauguay 

is arguably the first truly Canadian 
military victory

On October 26, 1813, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles-Michel de Salaberry and his Canadian 
Voltigeurs built defensive positions along the Châteauguay River and successfully defeated 
the four times larger American force under command of General Wade Hampton. (painting by 
h. de holmfeld, musée du château de ramezay, montreal)
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then the City of Montreal in Lower Canada. This offensive involved 
two armies: one based at Sackets Harbor, New York, and com-
manded by Major-General James Wilkinson, and a second based 
in Plattsburgh, New York, under the command of Major-General 
Wade Hampton. Both armies were to meet at Cornwall in Upper 
Canada then attack Montreal, thereby dividing the Upper and 
Lower Canadas in half and making the British position in Upper 
Canada untenable.

The British, for their part, while suffering a number of defeats 
at York and Fort George, had been able to keep their armies intact 
by the use of strategic retreat and were far from beaten. They had 
no intention of simply rolling over. 

After a victory at the Battle of Stoney Creek on June 6, 1813 
and naval actions at Sackets Harbor, Major-General Henry Procter 

was able to push supplies and reinforcements through to his army 
in Upper Canada, which were then used to push the Americans 
back to the Niagara Region and contain those forces at the Town 
of Newark and Fort George.

On September 19 Hampton began moving his army as 
instructed by Armstrong up Lake Champlain towards the Richelieu 
River, the traditional invasion route into Quebec. This area had 
been heavily fortified since the 1660s, when the Carignan-Salières 
Regiment had first constructed fortifications at Chambly and Île 
aux Noix. Over the next 150 years, these forts were improved 
and strengthened by the occupying French and British armies. 
During the American Revolutionary War (1775 – 1783) and War 
of 1812, the British further strengthened this area with a strong 
naval flotilla based at Ile aux Noix; they also built a number of 
outposts along the frontier. 

Hampton, feeling that this region was too strongly defended, 
shifted his army’s advance away from the Richelieu River and 
established a forward position to the west at Four Corners on 
the Châteauguay River. Hampton spent almost a month waiting 
for Wilkinson’s force to move up the St. Lawrence River, which 
depleted his supplies and gave the British time to muster their 
defences in the Montreal region. 

Once Wilkinson’s force was almost ready to move, Hampton 
advanced to the border where a brigade of 1,400 New York 
State Militia waited. He was then informed that, “By State law 
and Constitutional law militias could not be used outside the 
jurisdiction of the State.” The militia refused to cross the Canadian 
border and Hampton found himself down to two brigades of about 
2,600 regulars, 200 mounted troops, and 10 field guns — still a 
respectable force.

Procter had been kept informed of Hampton’s moves and 
called out a number of militia companies as well as two battalions 
of Royal Marines to meet it. Lieutenant-Colonel “Red” George 
Macdonnell’s 1st Light Battalion, a mixed force of regulars and 
militia, marched from Kingston to the south front of Montreal 
under command of Swiss-born Major-General Louis de Watteville.

Salaberry, commander of the border outposts, had been teeing 
up his defences, destroying bridges over rivers and felling trees 
across the roads and tracks along Hampton’s line of march. Along 
with Macdonnell’s 1st Light Battalion, Salaberry had reinforce-
ments from Select Embodied Militia, Canadian Fencibles, and his 

LEFT:  Wade Hampton was a Carolina planter and land-speculator, 
appointed to command the Champlain Valley wing of the 1813 invasion 
of Canada on the basis of his Revolutionary War service and political 

connections. He despised James Wilkinson, under whom he was 
expected to serve, and may have turned away from a victory over 

Salaberry’s determined little force at Châteauguay at least partly out 
of fear he would suffer a loss that would allow Wilkinson to remove 
and discredit him. The visceral enmity between the two men was a 

contributing factor to the collapse of the American campaign of 1813. 
(historic columbia foundation, columbia, sc)   

RIGHT:  James Wilkinson was commander-in-chief of the northern 
campaign against Canada in 1813. Wilkinson shrewdly endeared 

himself to those in power, despite being considered an “unprincipled 
imbecile” by his contemporaries. In the end, charm could not save him 
from two failed invasions of Canada. (portrait by charles willson peale)
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own Canadian Voltigeurs. With the addition of local sedentary 
militia and Mohawk First Nations warriors, Salaberry had just 
over 1,600 troops at his disposition. 

RUNNING ROOM

NEW AD 
COMING

JORDIE YEO

NEW AD COMING

The Provincial Corps of Light Infantry, or Canadien Voltigeurs, were raised 
and trained to regular army standards by LCol. Charles de Salaberry. 
The corps was almost entirely recruited in French Canada and fought 
effectively during the war, notably at Châteauguay and Crysler’s Farm. 
(illustration courtesy of parks canada)
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Where the English River joins the Châteauguay, Salaberry had 
established his defencive lines. He ordered the construction of a 
number of abatis —ramparts made of felled trees placed so that 
their bent or sharpened branches face out toward the enemy — at 
right angles to the Châteauguay River thereby fortifying the ford 
across the river. He then positioned troops on the opposite bank 
to protect his left flank. Salaberry took command of this front line 
while Macdonnell commanded the reserve units.

Hampton knew of the existence of the ford behind Salaberry’s 
force and of his deployment. He sent Colonel Robert Purdy with 
1,000 men to the south bank of the Châteauguay to seize the ford 
and force Salaberry’s flank and his second brigade — 1,000 men 
under the command of Brigadier-General George Izard — straight 
toward the enemy’s front. Neither advancing force had artillery sup-
port, as the guns were left in the rear with the baggage and the sick. 

Purdy’s men spent a miserable night hacking their way through 
swampy woods and pouring rain, but finally found the correct 
trail to the ford on the morning of October 26. Sometime in the 
afternoon, Purdy’s troops ran into the French-Canadian detach-
ments guarding the ford. Captain Daly, leading the Light Company 
of the 3rd Select Embodied Militia, attacked the Americans while 
other Canadian troops engaged from across the river. 

With Purdy stalled, Izard marched his brigade into a ravine facing 
Salaberry and deployed into line. After the American’s request to 
surrender was “refused” he began to pour a steady rolling volley 
of musketry into Salaberry’s men. Using the abatis for cover, the 
French-Canadian troops returned fire. On the right, the Light 
Company of Canadian Fencibles were outflanked, but reserves 
moved forward and re-established the line. 

Confused by the loud, advancing cry of bugles, coupled with 
war cries from Canadian and Mohawk forces moving through the 

woods, the Americans thought themselves outnumbered and fell 
back. Purdy, hoping to find Izard engaging the Canadians, fell back 
to the river opposite to Salaberry’s front line and found himself 
under fire. Falling back to his start line and spending another 
rain-drenched night in the woods, Purdy returned to the main 
American camp in defeat. Hampton withdrew his army back to 
Four Corners and Salaberry choose not to follow, keeping his men 
in place for a number of days.

At a council of war, Hampton’s officers concluded that further 
offensive actions stood no chance of success due to a lack of 
supplies and the autumn rains making the roads impassable. 
Colonel Atkinson was sent to explain the situation to Wilkinson 
who responded by sending orders that Hampton advance to 
Cornwall with supplies for both his and Wilkinson’s army. For his 
part, Hampton realized the impossibility of complying with the 
order and retreated to Plattsburgh. Wilkinson received Hampton’s 
letter on November 12 after his defeat at Crysler’s Farm and used 
it as pretext to end his own advance and establish his own winter 
quarters at French Creek. 

Though it was clearly Salaberry’s victory, both Sir George 
Prevost, commander of British forces in North America, and 
Watteville claimed the triumph as theirs, despite both men having 
arrived on the battlefield too late to take part in the fighting. The 
Legislative Assembly in Quebec voted its official thanks to Charles 
de Salaberry and both he and “Red” George Macdonnell were 
made companions of the Order of the Bath after the war.

Of note, the Battle of the Châteauguay was the first time that 
Canadian and French-Canadian officers planned and carried out a 
major military action — which stopped a major American offensive 
with the loss of only a few casualties and wounded — without the 
supervision or battlefield control of British officers. 

BELOW, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:   An American infantryman of the 1813 campaign, as he might have appeared at Châteauguay as part of Wade 
Hampton’s army. By October, the thin summer uniforms would be threadbare, and both at Châteauguay and on the St. Lawrence the American troops 
suffered severly from exposure.   An enlisted man of the United States army artillery, which was present at Châteauguay and at Crysler’s Farm in 
1813. The artilleryman would sling his musket while serving as a member of a gun crew.   The 2nd Regiment of United States Light Dragoons, cavalry 
who would dismount and fight as infantry, were the advance scouts for Hampton’s army as it approached the Châteauguay and de Salaberry’s waiting 
force.   An American infantry officer, northern campaign of 1813. Possibly an officer of the New York State militia. Although the majority respected the 
laws in place, it is believed that a few militiamen did cross into Canada with Hampton. (all illustrations courtesy of parks canada)  
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LGen. Blondin moves into the position 
after a year as the deputy commander of the 
RCAF. He has also commanded 425 Tactical 
Fighter Squadron and 3 Wing at Bagotville, 
and the Canadian NORAD region. He was 
also deployed to Kabul and in support of mis-
sions in the former Yugoslavia while serving as 
commander of the CF-18 Operational Force 
in Aviano, Italy. 

As LGen. Blondin moves into command, 
MGen. Mike Hood will assume the role of 
deputy commander of the RCAF.

MERGER TALKS
EADS and BAE, two giants of the aerospace, 
defence and security industry, are currently in 
talks for a merger that would make the com-
bined company the largest defence contractor 
in the world. The merger would be consider-
ably larger than the mid-1990s consolidation 
of the U.S. defence and aerospace industry 
which saw Boeing merge with McDonnell 
Douglas, and Lockheed Corporation merge 
with Martin Marietta.

The resulting EADS–BAE company could 
boast annual revenue of approximately €78 
billion, bounding past Lockheed Martin as 
the largest aerospace and defence corporation 
in the world.

Both EADS and BAE are actively involved 
in current procurement projects which stand 

LGen. Yvan Blondin assumed command of 
the Royal Canadian Air Force in a change of 
command ceremony at the Canada Aviation 
and Space Museum in Ottawa on September 
27. The ceremony was presided over by Chief 
of Defence Staff Gen. Walt Natynczyk, 
with Defence Minister Peter MacKay and 
other members of the defence community in 
attendance.

LGen. Blondin replaces LGen. André 
Deschamps who is retiring after 36 years of 
service and three years as the commander of 
the air force.

CHANGE OF COMMAND

e

to shape the future of the Canadian Forces. 
With Airbus as a subsidiary and as the sole 

shareholder in Eurocopter Canada in Fort 
Erie, Ontario, and 50 per cent shareholder of 
EADS Composites Atlantic in Lunenburg, 
Nova Scotia, EADS has a significant stake 
in fixed wing search and rescue (FWSAR), 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter and other 
procurements. 

BAE recently submitted the CV90 to the 
restarted close combat vehicle (CCV) pro-
curement; is upgrading the 57mm naval gun 
on the Halifax-class frigates; and is involved 
in maintenance and support for the fleet of 
Victoria-class submarines. BAE’s operations 
in Canada are unlikely to be affected by any 
potential merger of the two companies.

BAE currently has an agreement for as-
sembly and testing of the CV90 with DEW 
Engineering of Ottawa as part of a plan to 
meet Canada’s industrial and regional benefits 
(IRB) requirements.

Many obstacles remain before a merger 
could be completed, not least of which are 
the domestic concerns presented by Britain, 
Germany and France. The U.S. also stands to 
play a significant role in the outcome, given 
the size of the organization that could emerge 
from an agreement and the potential impact 
on existing procurement projects American 
defence corporations are engaged in.

News and developments within  
the Canadian military and from around the world

After 36 years of service and more than 
7,500 flying hours in fighter and air transport 

operations, LGen André Deschamps is 
retiring. LGen Yvan Blondin (above) is the new 

Commander of the RCAF. (dnd)
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The Canadian Forces executed SAREX 
2012, their national search and rescue 
exercise September 16 – 22. The exercise, 
held annually, is designed to bring SAR 
teams together in a realistic environment and 
includes coast guard, police and volunteers 
from the Civil Aviation Search and Rescue 
Association (CASARA).

The exercise, being run out of Val-d’Or, 
Québec, is designed to create life-like 
scenarios the teams must react to, including 
lost hikers and overdue aircraft. 

The exercise turned into a real mission 
when a woman was reported missing and a 
CH-146 Griffon and her crew set out to 
find her. The crew spotted herand brought her 
back to Val d’Or. She was treated in hospital 
for shock, exhaustion and hypothermia.

“Providing immediate SAR response to 
Canadians is a national priority, which makes it 
critical that SAR units conduct realistic train-
ing,” explained LGen. André Deschamps, 
then commander of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, in an official statement.

FYNES HEARING RESUMES
After a break for the summer, the Military 

Police Complaints Commission is back 
in session reviewing the events leading up 
to and following the suicide of Cpl. Stuart 
Langridge at CFB Edmonton in March 2008.

The commission continues to evaluate 
whether there was any wrongdoing on the 
part of Military Police or the National 
Investigative Service in handling Langridge’s 
case. Langridge’s mother and stepfather, 
Sheila and Shaun Fynes, believe the reports 
by the NIS were written to provide a positive 
spin on how DND handled the Langridge’s 
prior treatment, suicide and funeral.

“The NIS case summary was ghost written 
by the NIS chain of command. This is a cause 
for concern and evidences our allegation that 
there is a lack of independence within the 
NIS,” the Fynes’ lawyer Michel Drapeau told 
the Ottawa Citizen’s Chris Cobb.

BATTLE OVER HONOURS ENDS IN 
VICTORY

Every so often, usually after considerable 
effort, faceless bureaucrats are vanquished. 
I have written a couple of times in these 
pages about the efforts of the “Honour Our 
1812 Heroes” group to get DND to award 
Canadian War of 1812 Battle Honours to 

modern units that perpetuate wartime units. 
We are happy to announce that their quest has 
been completely successful and that DND, 
after nearly a century of resistance, has finally 
relented and agreed to promulgate Canadian 
(as opposed to British) War of 1812 Battle 
Honours. Apparently, it took the direct 
intervention of the Prime Minister’s Office 
to change the minds of the bureaucrats, but 
in the end it was done.

Minister of National Defence Peter 
MacKay will shortly announce the promulga-
tion of seven War of 1812 Battle Honours: 
a theatre honour for Defence of Canada 
1812-1815, and six distinct honours for 
the following engagements: Detroit 1812; 
Queenston 1812; Miami 1813; Crysler’s 
Farm 1813; Châteauguay 1813; and Niagara 
1814. These honours will go to modern units 
that perpetuate Canadian units of the war.

I think all those interested in Canadian 
military heritage should render a solid vote 
of thanks to the “Honour our 1812 Heroes” 
group for bringing about a long-overdue 
acknowledgement of the valour of our 
ancestors. 

~ with files from Blake Hurdis and  
Newell Durnbrooke

MARSHALL LAND 
SYSTEM

NEW AD COMING

NATIONAL SAR EXERCISE
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD
With the election of a minority Parti Québécois government in 
Quebec’s election last month, the voices of sovereignty in La Belle 
Province have once again found a microphone. The Canadian 
flag that once flew over the Quebec National Assembly under 
Jean Charest’s Liberals has been replaced with the fleur-de-lys of 
Marois’s PQ. But it is not only abstract rhetoric and symbolism 
that separates the two solitudes; there are real-world applications 
to the idea of a separate Quebec. If Premier Marois is true to her 
party’s position that the primary function of the PQ is to create a 
sovereign and independent Quebec republic then it is important 
to fully recognize what that means for Canada.

Of course, the rest of Canada doesn’t have to use much 
imagination to know what a referendum in Quebec would be like. 
Seventeen years ago a question was put to the citizens of Quebec. 
It read: “Do you agree that Quebec should become sovereign, 
after having made a formal offer to Canada for a new economic 
and political partnership, within the scope of the bill respecting the 
future of Quebec and of the agreement signed on June 12, 1995?”

A very slim majority of voters chose to keep Quebec in Canada, 
but that does not mean there weren’t real policies in place to deal 
with the outcome of a ‘yes’ vote. 

MAKING PLANS
The vote was always going to be close. The referendum of 1980 
was handily won by the federalists, but this time a majority of 
francophones would be voting to leave Canada. The Liberal 
government of Jean Chrétien was determined to stick to the old 
playbook that won the day 15 years before, but others in positions 
of influence knew that might not be enough this time around.

During the final week leading up to the referendum, a small 
group of senior cabinet officers began meeting in secret to prepare 
for the worst-case scenario of a victory for the sovereigntists. Many 
issues were discussed about the economic and political implications 
of a ‘yes’ vote, including what would become of the territory of 
Quebec and its share of the national debt.

One big question being whispered at the highest levels was 

whether or not Jean Chrétien would be able to stay on as prime 
minister.

John Manley, minister of Industry at the time, asked the question 
outright: “If this was about Quebec and you had to enter into 
negotiations, how tolerant would the rest of Canada be to the 
Canadian side in the negotiations being led by a Quebecker? It 
was going to be a complicated issue.”

Quebec Premier Jacques Parizeau knew that his government 
would benefit from such complications. He began implementing a 
strategy that would mean a ‘yes’ vote would be irreversible within 
a matter of days. 

Every step was carefully mapped out. Forty-eight hours after 
a sovereigntist win, Parizeau would table a formal motion in 
Quebec’s National Assembly that would confirm the fact that a 
majority of Quebeckers wished to separate. The government of 
Quebec would then state its intention to declare the sovereignty 
of Quebec according to a bill already in front of the House. Six 
months later, they would declare independence. Nothing was left 
to chance — Parizeau even had his minister of finance squirrel away 
17 billion dollars to stabilize the bond market.

But as the former Justice Minister Alan Rock saw it, there were 
legal issues to be settled first. “We came to a single course of ac-
tion — if the ‘yes’ were to succeed, then it would be necessary to 
go to the Supreme Court of Canada and for the prime minister to 
call for calm and emphasize that a referendum was an expression 
of a political will but it had no legal effect as such. The law was 
unclear because the constitution of Canada does not provide for the 
separation of a province. Our major concern was that following a 
‘yes’ vote, there might be a unilateral declaration of independence 
based on even the narrowest of margins.”

Across the cabinet table Minister of National Defence David 
Collenette had less academic problems to contend with. “I lost 
a lot of sleep at this particular point in time as the minister of 
National Defence and had gone through a number of scenarios in 
my own mind,” he said. 

He had many discussions with the top general of the Canadian 
Forces about the implication of a federalist defeat. The military 

What a ‘yes’ vote in the 1995 Referendum would 
have meant for Canada’s foreign and defence policies 

Contingency Plans Soldiers patrol the 
streets of Montreal 
during the 1970 
October crisis. 
Could a similar 
scenario occur 
after a ‘yes’ vote 
referendum?
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QUEBEC SEPARATISM ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 45

made plans. Throughout the weekend, CF-18 fighter jets left their 
base in Bagotville, Quebec. Not to attract attention, they flew out 
in small groups of twos and threes to American bases in Virginia 
and South Carolina. Collenette knew that those valuable assets 
could become pawns in future negotiations.

The military also prepared to beef up security at strategic defence 
installations throughout the province and at key federal institutions 
such as the CBC headquarters in Montreal.

THE VOTE: OCTOBER 30, 1995
It was never supposed to have been this close. The separatists only 
lost because anglophones and speakers of other languages voted 
overwhelmingly against separation, and their votes were just barely 
sufficient to tip the balance.

While the referendum was a failure in achieving sovereignty it 
was a success in highlighting how wide the gap between English 
and French Canada had grown. 

Suzanne Tremblay, a Bloc MP, summed up the experience with 
the following statement: “There are two founding nations here. We 
got here before you conquered us in 1760; you conquered us again 
in 1980 in the first referendum; you conquered us again in 1995 
in the second referendum — but we’ll win the third referendum.”

This quotation gave people outside of Quebec a window into the 
sovereigntist mentality. Tremblay disregards the 220 years between 
1760 and 1980 and sees the two dates as part of a continuous 
event of conquest. This likely differs from the perspective of other 
ethnicities that made their home in Canada during the 18th and 
19th centuries, not as conquerors but as immigrants looking for a 
better chance to succeed.

Weary of the sovereignty issue, much of the population outside 
Quebec resented what it saw as a federal government pandering 
to Quebec when it came to various economic and procurement 

programs. The province’s native peoples also rejected the “two 
founding peoples” view of Canada, arguing that they had been there 
first. It was clear that by 1995 the issue of Quebec’s place in Canada 
and its claims to special status seemed less and less important and 
legitimate to a growing number of Canadians.

In a poll published in December 25, 1995/January 1, 1996 issue 
of Maclean’s magazine, 51 per cent of Canadians (not including 
Quebeckers) agreed with the proposition that “if a majority of 
Quebeckers wish to separate, ‘just let them go’”; 77 per cent were 
opposed to giving Quebec a veto on constitutional changes; 61 
per cent were opposed to recognizing Quebec as a distinct society; 
and, perhaps most telling, 75 per cent did not accept the notion 
that Canada is composed to two founding peoples.

WHAT COMES NEXT?
Under the circumstances, it makes sense to consider what kind of 
foreign and defence policies an independent Quebec might have 
pursued if the 1995 referendum had succeeded and if Quebec had 
subsequently become independent. These views persist in Quebec, 
and they affect Canadian foreign policy today.

Quebec would have established its foreign and defence policy 
well in advance of and in preparation for sovereignty.

The American Consulate General in Quebec reported that the 
sovereigntist Parti Québécois government had definite ideas. It 
intended that Quebec have its own army, join NATO and NORAD, 
engage in peacekeeping operations, and remain a reliable partner 
for the United States. Quebec’s governing party expected that 
francophone troops based in Quebec would become the Quebec 
army.

It would seek to maintain good relations with the United States 
with an initial focus on securing U.S. support for Quebec’s mem-
bership in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

Good relations with Canada were essential for Quebec because 
of its need to cooperate with the rest of Canada on matters of com-
mon interest, including trade, the environment, North American 
defence, transportation and communications. They also would 
have sought to extend Quebec’s ability to protect the interests of 
francophones living in other parts of Canada.

In 1995, 53 per cent of Canada’s defence electronics and aero-
space industry was located in Quebec and most of the munitions 
used by the Canadian military were manufactured in the province. 
Losing direct access to those industries would have put a serious 
burden on Canada’s ability to properly function within NORAD 
and NATO.

In terms of its own foreign policy, Quebec would have likely 
followed Canada’s example by seeking influence through a policy of 
active diplomacy centred on strengthening the international system 
and focusing on mediation within the established international 
organizations.

Internally, the Quebec military would have been responsible 
for the management of disasters in and the protection of the 
St. Lawrence, the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Hudson Strait and 
Hudson’s Bay.
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So you think you know your military history? Well, think again!

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of our At Ease feature, a collection of 
military trivia and humour. The answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.  

Good luck! Your input is welcome! Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

1. Which two prominent 
Canadian politicians 

had their WWI service 
terminated by accidents?

2. Which British Army 
corps had its march 

supposedly composed by 
a reigning monarch?

3. Which nation was last to 
join the Allies in WWII?

4. In ad 1900, Chinese 
Dowager Empress 

declared war on how 
many nations?

5. Which Canadian 
politician was twice 

recommended for the 
Victoria Cross and by 

whom? 

6. What was notable 
about Private G.I. Prince?

8. What is notable 
about the Arado 234 

“Blitz”?

9. What is Colonel 
“Teddy” Tinling’s 

claim to fame?
10. Decipher this well-known signal: 

253 269 863 261 471 958 220 370 4 27 19 24

7. Who was 
Josef Jakobs?
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Arsenic and Old Lace: 
Stalag Luft III by George Sweanor

 
While the war continued on all fronts, Allied airmen being held prisoner  

in Luftwaffe camps innovatively fought off boredom

THE SWEET SADNESS 
of memories flooded back 
when PBS reran this War-
ner Brothers movie, made 
in 1944, starring Cary 
Grant, Priscilla Lane, Ray-
mond Massey, and Peter 
Lorre. With apologies to 
them, I enjoyed our cast 
much more. In 1944, we 
had obtained the script 
while the play was running 
in London to enact it 
in Stalag Luft III where 
amazing, unsuspected 
talents among WWII aircrew were nurtured and flowered. This 
was one of many well-known plays we enacted along with POW 
originals, making our theatre, with its added library, the focal point 
of sanity in a compound of 2,000 kriegies (POWs). 

We designed and built it in 1943 with German materials 
donated in the hope that theatrical activities would divert our 
skills away from escaping. All 350 armchair seats were made from 
the plywood of Canadian Red Cross crates that brought us food 
parcels. On a reciprocal agreement with the Germans, $35 a month 
was deducted from our pay to go to the host government to allow 
us to buy toilet articles, canteen snacks, and the like, but wartime 
Germany — unlike Canada, the U.S. or UK — had nothing of this 
nature to offer prisoners. We could, however, use the money to 
rent musical instruments and some theatrical costumes. 

Most of our props were homemade by our tin bashers and by 
our newly-minted experts in many fields. The backdrops in these 
pictures were made from UK, U.S. and Canadian Red Cross tin 
cans and plywood. The pictures were provided by Barbara Edy of 
Calgary, daughter of Don Edy, a Hurricane pilot shot down in 
North Africa and one of our great actors who now lives in London, 

ON. Don is also the au-
thor of Goon in the Block, 
a most interesting tale of 
his Hurricane career and 
POW time in Libya, Italy 
and Germany.

It was a crazy war. 
While millions of liv-
ing beings were being 
slaughtered horribly and 
prisoners were starving to 
death in Japanese, Soviet, 
and German camps for 
non-Westerners, we West-
erners, taken especially by 

the Luftwaffe, were treated with respect. Along with Red Cross 
food allowed in with little or no pilfering, the respect gave us the 
stamina to permit many intellectual pursuits, enough for me to call 
Luft III my Alma Mater. 

Members of the Luftwaffe camp staff attended our plays, taking 
these pictures which were published post-war by S/L H.P. Clark in 
Wirebound World. One new prisoner was shot down with an unused 
ticket in his wallet to the play in London. We accepted it in Sagan. 

Our cast had 14 actors. I have tracked down data on 11 of them. 
Seven of them I found through the huge data base Rob Davis of 
Telford, Shropshire, has built up of Bomber Command losses. 
Strangely, we learned more about the aerial careers of our fellow 
kriegies after the war than we did when we were all together. In 
camps ranging from 2,000 to 11,000 kriegies, all with harrowing 
tales, we soon stopped enquiring the backgrounds of others except 
for roommates and close friends. 

This cast list gives rank, aircrew trade (P=Pilot, N=Navigator, 
Obs=Observer, Wop=Wireless Operator), squadron, aircraft, date 
and target on which shot down, and crew fates:

 � Mortimer: F/L John Madge, P, RAF 88 Sqn, Fairey Battle, 11 

This photograph of a scene from the play “Arsenic and Old Lace,” which was put on by 
the prisoners of Stalag Luft III, was taken by a member of the Luftwaffe camp staff who 
attended the play. The theatre was built by the prisoners, and proved a valuable outlet 

for combating boredom of daily camp life. The Germans also saw it as a good diversion 
from making escape attempts — for which the men of Stalag Luft III were well known. 

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 
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May 40, Luxembourg, crew killed.
 � Elaine D’Argent: F/L Robt 

Lauman, P, escaped Belgian 350 
Sqn, RAF, Croix de Guerre, Spitfire, 
01 June 42, North Sea 3 days in 
dinghy. Played many female roles 
most convincingly. Became Sabena’s 
top pilot. Spent time with Boeing in 
Seattle.

 � Martha Brewster: F/L Harvey 
Vivian, P, RCAF, 99 Sqn, Wellington, 
04 Dec 1940, Dusseldorf, 5 all POW.

 � Abby Brewster: P/O Malcolm 
Freegard, P, RAF, 115 Sqn, Wel-
lington, 21 Jul 42, Duisberg, 3 killed.

 � Officer Brophy: P/O Peter 
Sewell, N, RCAF, 432 Sqn, Welling-
ton, 22 Sep 43, Hannover, all POW,

 � Mr. Gibbs: F/O Wm. Lepine. Wop, RCAF, 617 Sqn, Lancaster, 
24 Apr 44, Munich, 3 RCAF killed.

 � Lt. Rooney: P/O Robert Coste, P, RAF, 144 Sqn, Hampden, 
29 Sep 39, Heligoland, 3 killed.

 � Rev. Dr. Harper: P/O Philip Runnacles, Obs, RCAF, 10 Sqn, 
Whitley, 07 Sep 41, Huls, All POW.

 � Dr. Einstein: LtCmdr John Casson, P, RN, 803 Sqn, Skua, 13 
Jun 40, Trondheim, Norway.

 � Teddy Brewster: P/O Patrick Greenhous, P, RAF, 254 Sqn, 
Defiant, 13 May 40, Holland. 2 POW.

 � Johnathan Brewster: Ken Macintosh, 1924-2006, Went on to 
act with Lawrence Olivier in Othello in 1965.

Among our homegrown plays was Palina Panic, written by 
David Porter with music by Wylton Todd. Marcel “Tat” Olivier 
of Sherbrooke, QC, whom I had trained with in Canada, who was 
commissioned one number behind me and was also in Bomber 
Command, was a scream in playing the part of a schoolteacher 

taking a cruise hoping to find a 
husband. She took a shine to the 
captain, a battle-scarred veteran of the 
Royal Navy. Throughout the play she 
kept bumping into to him, hitting a 
different part of his body each time. 
She would excuse herself but the 
captain would console her, “Quite all 
right my dear, cork you know.”

As the play ensued it appeared the 
captain was all cork. Finally he blurted 
out a proposal. She demurely replied, 
“Oh, captain, are you proposing?” He 
replied, “Gad, woman, a man can’t 
be all cork!” David and Todd also 
produced Make Way for Messalina, a 
three-act comic opera of life in Impe-
rial Rome, making it out to have been 

much naughtier than our school books allowed. In one picture 
Don Edy as Caesoniaus is fondling Bobby Laumans as Agrippinilla. 

In another homemade play there was a BBC news flash: The 
Nobel Peace Prize for 1943 has been awarded to the British Army. 
This echoed our frustration at the lack of Allied victories that could 
end the war. Well known plays among the 40+ we enacted included: 
Macbeth, Saint Joan, The Man Who Came to Dinner, Design for 
Living, Pygmalion, Thark, The Importance of Being Earnest, and 
Blythe Spirit. 

All this was in addition to our band concerts directed by Arthur 
Crighton, now 95 and living in Edmonton. The band included Don 
Armstrong, another friend with whom I had trained. Arthur, from 
my 419 Squadron, was shot down in April 1941 on his eighth op-
eration in a Wellington. Don’s crew and mine were nearing the end 
of our two-month #22 OTU course in September 1942 when we 

“Strangely, we learned more 
about the aerial careers of our 

fellow kriegies after the war than 
we did when we were all together”

ABOVE:  A scene from “Palina Panic.” The stage was put 
together from Canadian Red Cross tin cans and plywood from 

the food parcel crates. With their prisoner pay they bought 
instruments and rented costumes. The conditions in these 

German POW camps were the polar opposite of what some 
POWs experienced at the hands of the Japanese.   TOP INSET:  

Don Edy performs “The Congo” skit from “Palina Panic”.

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 
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Embalming in the Civil War: 
A Canadian mortuary tradition

by Paul Culliton

 
While it is widely known that the U.S. Civil War ushered in a new generation of 

weaponry, it also redefined the standard treatment of battlefield corpses

A S  O C T O B E R  I S  T H E  
month ending with All Hallows 
Eve it seems appropriate in the 
spirit of Esprit De Corps to pen 
a story that could be loosely 
associated with the time of year 
associated with beasties, ghouls 
and things that go bump in the 
night. In this case, it will be a 
story on the origin of a Canadian 
practice born in part out of 
necessity and in part through 
the entrepreneurial spirit of a 
Torontonian who served dur-
ing the American Civil War 
(1861–1865): the practice of 
arterial embalming of the dead 
human body.

It is common consensus that 
the American Civil War was 
the “first modern war.” Many 
inventions we see today were de-
veloped from the war including 
machine guns, iron-clad ships, 
repeating rifles, trench warfare 
and, yes, arterial embalming — the preservation and restoration 
of the dead for repatriation.

The mortuary science of embalming as we know it today came 
to Canada with a Canadian Civil War veteran, Charles Bolton, 
a carpenter from Toronto who learned embalming while in the 
service of the Union Army. 

ANCIENT EGYPTIANS
Embalming practices date back to ancient Egypt. The Egyptians 
believed that upon death the soul left the body for a journey in 

the afterlife and would return 
someday to be reunited with the 
mortal coil. The methods they 
used were extensive and involved 
the removal of organs followed 
by the immersion of the body 
in a solution of preservatives. 
If one were to make a modern 
comparison to the end result of 
Egyptian embalming the word 
taxidermy comes more to mind 
— except with people.

WAR AND 
NECESSITY
The mortuary science of em-
balming introduced in the U.S. 
Civil War had more to do with 
clinical preservation of medical 
specimens for study rather than 
any journey to the afterlife. 

The  f a ther  o f  modern 
embalming was Dr. Thomas 
Holmes, a coroner’s assistant in 
New York between 1840–1846, 

where he experimented with various chemical preservatives includ-
ing a combination of arsenic and zinc chloride.

The application was simple: the body was placed on a table 
and the chemicals in nearby a glass bottle. Using a hand pump, 
the embalming fluid was pumped through the arterial system of 
the body as blood was displaced through an incision at the neck 
or upper thigh. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND EMBALMING
With the outbreak of hostilities, Holmes offered his services to 

Dr. Richard Burr was a general physician before the start of the Civil War 
but became an embalming surgeon when he discovered how lucrative 

it could be. According to A Brief History of Embalming, “Despite this 
bad reputation, Dr. Burr is credited with designing the basic structure of 
modern arterial embalming in which the veins of the dead are filled with 
chemical preservatives in place of blood. ... Burr injected the chemicals 

through an incisor in the armpit. It was fast, easy, left almost no marks on 
the body ... With a pile of corpses to work on, speed was of the essence.”

WAR OF 1812  QUEENSTON HEIGHTS  GENERAL ISAAC BROCK  LOUISBOURG  SOUTH AFRICA  EXPEDITION TO THE NILE B
RED RIVER REBELLION  BOER WAR  FORT YORK  LOUIS RIEL  PLAINS OF ABRAHAM  MONTCALM  CUTKNIFE HILL BATOCHE
LOUISBOURG  WOLFE  TECUMSEH  MORAVIANTOWN  AMERICAN CIVIL WAR  SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN  COUREURS DE BOIS  
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the federal government. He was 
commissioned as a captain in the 
Medical Corps and assigned to 
Washington, D.C. The spotlight 
shone on Holmes with the death 
of Union Army Colonel Elmer E. 
Ellsworth, the first military casualty 
of the Civil War who was shot and 
killed on May 24, 1861 while try-
ing to remove a Confederate flag 
flying from the Marshall Hotel in 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

Ellsworth, a lawyer, had been a 
clerk in Abraham Lincoln’s law of-
fice in Springfield, Illinois. When he 
heard of the death, a deeply emo-
tional Lincoln asked Ellsworth’s 
regiment to bring his friend’s body 
to the White House for funeral service. Captain Holmes approached 
Lincoln and offered to embalm the unfortunate Ellsworth at no 
charge. Permission was granted. Holmes performed the operation 
at the U.S. Navy Yard. The colonel was embalmed and lain in state 
in a casket with his face and chest visible through a glass plate. 
Notable politicians and military men paid their respects. Mary 
Todd Lincoln said that “he appeared to be sleeping.” 

An article from an American Civil War Magazine (or Histo-
rynet.org) described “glowing accounts” of Ellsworth’s funeral 
published by Washington newspapers and “Holmes’ reputation 
as a successful embalmer and undertaker was established in the 
nation’s capital.” The increasing number of causalities as the war 
progressed placed Holmes’ services in great demand.

Holmes’s day-to-day operations reached substantial propor-
tions. Most of the undertakers of the day were trained to use his 
embalming instruments and to purchase his embalming fluid at 
$3 per gallon. 

In fact, the embalming of Ells-
worth’s body left a deep impression 
on Lincoln. When his son Willie 
died of typhoid fever in 1862 
Lincoln asked for his son’s body 
to be embalmed. Lincoln himself 
was the first U.S. president to be 
embalmed after his assassination 
on April 14, 1865. 

A BUSINESS IS BORN
Realizing the potential for consid-
erable revenues, Holmes ultimately 
resigned from his commission and 
went into private practice, charging 
$100 a pop, which was a pretty tidy 
sum in 1860s America.

Holmes formed a team of “em-
balming surgeons” to bring the bodies of Union soldiers home to 
their families. Prior to a battle they would set up shop nearby. His 
salesmen would then sell coupons for embalming to the soldiers 
heading to the front. After the battle, his men would scour the field 
for bodies with embalming coupons. Those found with coupons 
on their person were embalmed and prepared for shipment back 
home to their families.

Early in the war most of the embalming surgeons were medical 
doctors. Though not as noble a calling as medicine, embalming 
paid much better than medical practice, causing some physicians 
to abandon medicine to specialize in the new science. 

Embalming surgeons worked in tandem with undertakers, who 
were often themselves carpenters, cabinet makers or livery drivers. 
The embalming surgeons solely embalmed; the undertakers did the 
rest. As the practice grew in popularity civilian undertakers learned 
the art of embalming and took on the task themselves.

Embalming was a mostly northern practice. There are very 

“As the war progressed and 
casualties mounted, Holmes’s 
services were all too greatly in 

demand”

ABOVE:  This is the only known photograph taken of the embalmed 
body of Abraham Lincoln.  TOP INSET:  Union and Confederate 
dead at Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863. As many as 51,000 soldiers 

from both armies were killed, wounded, captured or missing in the 
three-day battle. Four months after the battle, President Abraham 
Lincoln used the dedication ceremony for Gettysburg’s Soldiers 

National Cemetery to honour the fallen Union soldiers and redefine 
the purpose of the war in his historic Gettysburg Address.

WAR OF 1812  QUEENSTON HEIGHTS  GENERAL ISAAC BROCK  LOUISBOURG  SOUTH AFRICA  EXPEDITION TO THE NILE B
RED RIVER REBELLION  BOER WAR  FORT YORK  LOUIS RIEL  PLAINS OF ABRAHAM  MONTCALM  CUTKNIFE HILL BATOCHE
LOUISBOURG  WOLFE  TECUMSEH  MORAVIANTOWN  AMERICAN CIVIL WAR  SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN  COUREURS DE BOIS  
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few known examples of Confederate dead being embalmed as the 
Confederate Army was stretched thin at the best of times keeping 
the living going, and could not worry about care of the dead.

As the war progressed, catastrophic numbers of casualties 
became commonplace and neither the Union nor Confederate 
armies were prepared to cope with large numbers of dead. Early 
battles, such as Antietam, in Septembre 1862, were fought in the 
heat and huge numbers of casualties — 2,100 Union dead and 
1,550 Confederate — yielded unfathomable hygienic conditions.

As a result, burial of the dead became a matter of urgency in the 
heat. Within hours the dead began to decompose and bloat into a 
condition called tissue gas. Some of the most famous photographs 
of the war are not of the battles themselves but of the dead in a 
state of tissue gas. Civil War photographer Matthew Brady took 
photos of the bloated dead of Antietam and Gettysburg. Through 
the lens of Matthew Brady the American public saw for the first 
time the real horror of war.

To make matters more complicated, many Union dead lacked 
identification, while hard-pressed Confederate troops were in the 
habit of stripping personal possessions, clothing, shoes, food and 
weapons from the dead. Furthermore, neither side had any system 
of grave registration. As a result, almost half of all federal dead 
soldiers were placed in graves marked “unknown.”

The Battle of Gettysburg is the best-documented example of 
the involvement of the Civil War embalming surgeons. In the days 
following the battle distraught families journeyed to Gettysburg 

to retrieve the bodies of their loved ones. 
An alternative to embalming was to place the bodies of the fallen 

in containers packed with crushed ice. Railroads began refusing to 
take corpses because of the putrid smell of rotting flesh. They would 
only ship a body if it was odour-free, which meant they had to be 
either embalmed, disinfected or in sealed vessels that were airtight. 

After the battle at Gettysburg, all available homes became 
makeshift hospitals. Because of issues with space, embalming 
surgeons set up tents or embalmed out in the open. Gettysburg 
resident Daniel Skelly described the scene: “All those undertakers 
who have come in are preparing bodies for shipment right on the 
streets near the hospitals.” 

Knowing there would be large numbers of casualties, the Union 
Army began building coffins and stockpiling them in advance at 
assembly points around military hospitals. This may seem gruesome 
and it was, but it was also very practical. Of the estimated 625,000 
dead from both sides of the Civil War the vast majority of deaths 
did not take place on the battlefield. Approximately 212,000 died 
on the battlefield. Two thirds of deaths were from disease and or 
men who died of infected wounds later in hospital. As casualties 
mounted, embalming surgeons did not have to follow the armies. 
They could set up shop by the nearest military hospital and let the 
business come to them. 

It was a competitive business; establishments took every 
opportunity to advertise the quality of their workmanship and 
merchandise. In cases where no family members came forth to claim 
the body, the undertaker sometimes placed the deceased in one of 
their better coffins and put them in the display window. Both civilian 
and military populations found this practice quite unnerving. Union 
General Benjamin Butler ordered undertakers to stop this form of 
self-advertisement, especially around military posts. 

War brings out the best and the worst of mankind. Civil War 
embalming was no exception. No doubt most embalming surgeons 
practiced with a large degree of integrity, but competitive rates of 
$50–$100 per body also brought out the worst as embalming was 
unregulated. As a result, so many cases of fraud and attempted 
extortion occurred that in March 1865 the War Department issued 
General Order Number 39, entitled “Order Concerning Embalmers.” 

Dr. Bunnell’s embalming shed near Fredericksburg, Virginia, promises 
to be “Free from odor or infection.” There were days when it was not 
uncommon for there to be more than 100 bodies waiting to be embalmed. 
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In part it read: “Hereafter no persons will be permitted to 
embalm or remove the bodies of deceased officers or soldiers un-
less acting under the special license of the Provost Marshal of the 
Army, Department, or District in which the bodies may be. Provost 
Marshals will restrict disinternments to seasons when they can be 
made without endangering the health of the troops. Also license 
will be granted to those who can furnish proof of skill and ability 
as embalmers, and a scale of prices will be governed.”

The war ended a month later in April and the embalming 
surgeon fell off the radar of the American public. Many simply 
disappeared, others went home to practice their new trade, among 
them a Canadian.

C H A R L E S  B O LT O N :  C A N A D I A N 
FUNERAL PIONEER
Charles Bolton of Toronto was a bugler in Company K of the 11th 
Ohio Cavalry. He enlisted in February 1864 and served on the 
frontier in the Army of the Trans-Mississippi. His enlistment papers 
stated his occupation as “carpenter,” but at one point he became a 
student of the mortuary techniques of Captain Thomas Holmes. 

As a new breed of funeral director Bolton was a celebrity of sorts. 
He was active in the funeral industry and obtained three diplomas 
in embalming including one from the Embalming Association of 
Canada. He eventually opened the Bolton Funeral Home in the 
Queen and Augusta area of Toronto and ran it until his death in 
1930. 

After the Civil War, there were so many Union Army veterans 
living in the Toronto area that a Civil War version of a legion hall 
was established. The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) had 273 
members at its peak. When Bolton died at age 84 he was one of the 
three last surviving members of the Grand Army of the Republic 
in Canada.

His obituary in the Toronto Telegram states: “While in the States 
he learned the undertaking business and when he came to Toronto 
(after the war) he introduced embalming here.” In a 1991 interview 
for Canadian Funeral News, Bolton’s granddaughter, Vera Wylie, 
stated that Bolton also made the first casket used in Toronto. 

WEIRD OR WHAT?
In the spirit of William Shatner’s TV show Weird or What, here’s 
a bit of Civil War funeral lore to think about. After the Civil War, 

Dr. Thomas Holmes retired to 
Brooklyn, New York, where he 
sold root beer and embalming 
supplies. He claimed to have embalmed over 4,000 bodies during 
the war. According to Christine Quigley, author of A Corpse: A 
History, Holmes’s Brooklyn home was filled with mementos of his 
glory days of embalming during the Civil War.

I find this hard to believe but, incredibly, embalmed bodies were 
supposedly stored in closets and he showcased preserved heads on 
tables in his parlour. No surprise he eventually went insane; he spent 
the rest of his days in and out of mental institutions. Shortly before 
he died, one of his last requests was that he not be embalmed.

Coming soon. “They Tried to Steal Lincoln’s Body!” (True 
story)

Happy Halloween everyone. 
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Charles Bolton at GAR J.S 
Knowlton, Post 532, in Toronto. 
Charles Bolton was a bugler in 
Company K of the 11th Ohio 
Cavalry. He enlisted in February 
1864 and served on the frontier in 
the Army of the Trans-Mississippi 
before resigning his commission 
in the Union Army and working as 
an embalming surgeon. 
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him fame — or notoriety — the alleged 
“mercy killing” of a mortally wounded 
Taliban fighter.

The resulting court martial, in which he 
faced four charges of second-degree murder 
downward in severity, was in my mind a 
disgusting example of a “kangaroo court,” 
similar to those who unfairly condemned 
many innocent soldiers to the firing squad 
in WWI. The court panel consisted of 
members of the three services, none of 
whom could claim combat experience.

Semrau was convicted of the least of the 
four charges: “disgraceful conduct.” This is 
roughly the equivalent of the old catch-all 
“Conduct to the Prejudice of Good Order 
and Military Discipline,” which could cover 
a multitude of “sins” ranging from dull 
brasses to fornicating with a goat on the 
headquarters steps. He was reduced to the 
rank of 2nd lieutenant and dismissed from 
the service (but not dishonourably!).

I can empathize with Semrau as I 
found myself in a similar situation. The 
Taliban victim was “98 per cent dead” 
with a massive hole in his midsection and 
was being abused by the ANA “soldiers” 
when Semrau allegedly fired two shots to 
put him out of his misery. To suggest that 
such an event has never happened before 
is ridiculous. I have heard of a number of 
cases where badly wounded enemies have 
been despatched. In some cases it was op-
erationally expedient as mortally wounded 
enemy have often been known to try to take 
out their foes with a final “gesture.” If an 
American had administered a coup de grâce 

F ormer RCR Captain Robert Sem-
rau has finally released a graphic 
account of his experiences in 

Afghanistan. Although he is inevitably 
known for his court martial on charges 
including murder, his account of his work 
with the Afghan National Army indicates 
his frustration with the indecision and 
“political correctness” exhibited by some 
of his superior officers. I would urge you 
to purchase the book The Taliban Don’t 
Wave, and don’t want to spoil it for you 
by quoting more.

Surprisingly, he devotes very little of 
the book to the incident which brought 

to Omar Khadr, a U.S. medic would be 
alive today and a long-lasting international 
squabble would have been avoided.

In my own case, following a brief firefight 
between six of us and a three-man enemy 
patrol, we ended up with two wounded 
North Koreans. One was badly hurt and 
seemed beyond help — half his skull was 
off and his pulsating brain exposed. He 
groaned, pointed to my Sten, and made 
gestures with his trigger finger in an obvi-
ous plea for me to end his pain. I didn’t, 
partly because we had a desperate need 
for prisoners and there was a chance that 
he might reveal information, but mainly 
because I was reluctant to end a life. Sixty 
years later, I wonder if I did the right thing.

WHO ARE OUR PEERS?
I looked up the definition in my Oxford 
Canadian Dictionary and found “a person 
who is equal in ability, standing, rank or 
value.” Having the right to be “judged by 
one’s peers,” I would question the selection 
of judges in the case of many serving and 
retired military members. For instance, 
could the officers who passed judgement 
on Robert Semrau be really considered 
“peers”? Apparently, none of them had 
combat experience. However, my concern 
affects veterans, and it has long been one 
of my outstanding gripes.

I refer, of course, to the paucity of 
veterans on the Veterans Review and Appeal 
Board (VRAB). Rather than repeat my 
own complaints, I would like to refer to 
a position paper by Ron Griffis, national 

e

COUP DE GRÂCE:  
CAPTAIN ROBERT 
SEMRAU’S STORY
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president of Canadian Veterans of United 
Nations Peacekeeping (CAVUNP), an 
organization which has an excellent record 
of sharing information with all veterans.

CAVUNP’s recommendations include 
the appointment of VRAB members on a 
permanent basis until age 70. Hopefully, 
this would enable members to be more 
independent and less reluctant to apply the 
“benefit of doubt to the veteran.” Veterans, 
rightly or not, perceive a lack of knowledge 
of military service conditions on the part 
of some VRAB members. Also, access to 
hearings (in Charlottetown, for example) is 
difficult for members of the public. Griffis 
suggests that a representative of a veterans’ 
organization should be included in VRAB 
member selection boards.

I would like to include the entire docu-
ment, but space limitations do not permit 
this. However, I will e-mail a copy on re-
quest. Contact me at jlpeate@rogers.com.

GOODBYE KIMBERLY
Another American deserter has left us. 
Ms. Kimberly Rivera has been returned 
to military custody in Fort Carson, USA. 
Many groups, including War Resisters 
Support Group, Amnesty International and 
the Canadian Labour Congress (is this what 
our dues are being used for?) asked that 
Rivera and her husband and four children 
be allowed to stay in Canada. Fortunately, 
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney said 
no. A departmental spokesperson summed 
it up: “Military deserters from the U.S. are 
not genuine refugees under the internation-
ally accepted meaning of the term. These 

unfounded claims clog up our system for 
genuine refugees.”

Her supporters claim that Rivera faces 
a 2–5 years sentence, but I think that she 
would be more likely to receive a dishonour-
able discharge from the army. One question 
comes to mind: If this lady came to Canada 
on leave in 2007 before applying for refugee 
status, how much has she received from the 
taxpayers while going through the refugee 
status appeal procedure? 

While I must confess to a little sympathy 
for Ms. Rivera and her family, the fact 
remains that she had taken an oath of al-
legiance on enlistment and soldiers cannot 
pick and choose their enemies. Should they 
wish to be that selective, they could always 
become mercenary warriors.

THE HOUSING SCENE
The Hon. Steven Blaney recently an-
nounced the initiation of the pilot project 
of the Transitional Housing and Support 
for Homeless Veterans.

The aim is defined in the title of the 
project. It is a joint undertaking of VAC 
and Human Resources and Skills Devel-
opment which have earmarked a total of 
$3.65 million for the undertaking. It will 
commence in four locations: Toronto, 
London, Calgary and Victoria. For more 
information and progress reports, contact 
Veterans Affairs. 

Meanwhile, an interesting proposal for a 
“Veterans Village” was presented by a pair 
of Royal Canadian Legion officers. The 
former National Defence Medical Centre 
in Ottawa is currently used for offices, but 
could easily be retrofitted as an apartment 
complex for veterans. The idea seems a 
good one.

Meanwhile, kudos to the Canadian 
Corps of Commissionaires who have 
donated $500,000 toward a veterans’ 
housing project within the Perley-Rideau 
campus, also in Ottawa. The project calls 
for 139 affordable apartments and opening 
is scheduled for January 2013.

FLOPS!
I recently read an interesting article, by 
Peter Worthington I believe, regarding a 
few spectacular (and not so spectacular) 
Canadian military innovations that didn’t 
quite make the grade. The tradition began, 

Change.org petitioned Minister of 
Citizenship & Immigration Jason Kenney 

to stop the deportation of Iraq War resister 
Kimberly Rivera. The 30-year-old Texan 

lost her final appeal to remain in Canada 
on compassionate grounds, so turned 
herself in at the border crossing near 

Alexandria Bay, New York, on September 
20, 2012, where she was taken into 

custody.
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Answers to the trivia questions on 
page 35: 1) John Diefenbaker was 
injured by a shovel on Salisbury 
Plain; Lester Pearson (while on 
leave from flying school) was hit by 
a bus in the London blackout.  2) The 
Women’s Royal Army Corps march 
was Greensleeves, supposedly 
written by Henry VIII.  3) Mongolia 
joined the allies a week before the 
Japanese surrender.  4) Nine (the 
U.S., Britain, France, Germany, 
Austria, Belgium, Holland, Italy 
and Japan). The Chinese lost.  5) 
Legend has it that Sir Sam Hughes, 
after a brief visit to South Africa, 
nominated himself (twice) for the 
VC.  6) Prince was the last Canadian 
killed in action in WWI (at 1058 hrs 
on November 11, 1918). Tpr. Ellison 
of the 5th Royal Irish Lancers was 
shot five seconds before 1100 hrs.  
7) The German spy was the last 
person to be executed in the Tower 
of London (by an eight-man Scots 
Guards firing squad).  8) It was the 
world’s first operational jet bomber 
(operational in December 1944).  
9) On retirement, he became a 
fashion designer — famous for the 
frilly panties worn by tennis star 
“Gorgeous Gussy” Moran (a daring 
innovation in the 1950s!).  10) I’ll 
decode it for you:  253 (ENGLAND) 
269 (EXPECTS) 863 (THAT) 261 
(EVERY) 471 (MAN) 958 (WILL) 
220 (DO) 370 (HIS) 4 (D) 27 (U) 19 
(T) 24 (Y). Before I get a bunch 
of corrections from my matelot 
friends, I would remind you that 
this came from an 1805 codebook! 

probably, with the notorious Ross rifle in 
WWI (as a cadet supporting the Home 
Guard I encountered this weapon). 

Some of the material was ahead of its 
time. I remember in an out-of-the-way 
village in Quebec, I suddenly came on 
HMCS Bras d’Or hoisted out of the water 
and rusting away.

The Bobcat APC was considered to be 
an innovation, but after riding in one for 
an hour, jolting and breathing diesel fumes, 
the fighting capacity of the occupants was 
questionable. Wheeled vehicles, especially 
the breakdown-prone Iltis and the LSVW, 
were notorious for their unreliability. 

I also remember trial ration packs in the 
sixties that were spurned by the recipients. 
I must confess that I enjoyed such exotic 
boil-in-the-bag meals as jambalaya, but 
then I enjoyed “C” rations!

One piece of upmanship, however, was 
told to me by an RCAF friend. On the 
Korean airlift our Rolls Royce-engined 
North Stars outperformed the U.S. DC-6 
equivalents, and the Canadians enjoyed 
shutting off one engine and easily overtak-
ing the Americans!

PENSION ACT VS. CHARTER 
Thanks to the Canadian Veterans Advocacy, 
here are extracts from an email by Major 
Campbell. The letter is fairly lengthy, and 
I will give the headings.

The “New” Charter is:
1. Unfair and a bad deal, especially to 

severely disabled veterans
2. Discriminates against junior ranks
3. Discriminates against reservists
4. Improvements are being implemented 

too slowly
Major Campbell also points out that 

compensation is well below the level for 
similar incapacity under workers compensa-
tion legislation.

To receive the whole document contact: 
canadianveteransadvisory.com/index

HERE & THERE
• Helmets to Hard Hats is a project 

to assist retiring service members to enter 
the construction industry. Employers are 
encouraged to list vacancies. Assistance 
in training to obtain certification in over 
60 construction trades will be offered. 
Coordinator Steve Bloom advises those 
interested to email www.helmetstohardhats.
ca and click “Apply now.”

• September 3 was Merchant Navy Day. 
We honour the 12,000 Canadians who 
served and remember the 1,629 who gave 
their lives.

• Out of the depths: Recent salvage 
attempts include the discovery of a German 
U-boat in a tributary of the Saint Lawrence 
River and a WWII Catalina amphibian 
aircraft in the St. Lawrence (the two events 
are not connected).

• VAC is contributing $60,000 towards 
the production of a film honouring Bomber 
Command. Under the auspices of the 
Bomber Command Museum in Nanton, 
AB, the film will tell the story of Halifax 
bomber LW682, the remains of which were 
recovered in 1997 in Belgium.

• One of the ways in which service per-
sonnel are beholden to animals is their use 
as “patients” in experiments and training 
for dealing with battlefield incidents. DND 
is looking for ways to end this practice. 

• Also, the deadline is fast approach-
ing for donations to the Animals in War 
memorial. The project received a boost 
of $20,000 from MARS (whose products 
include pet foods). Donations may be 
sent to the coordinator of the project:  
Lloyd Swick, 1178 Bonnie Crescent,  
Ottawa, ON K2C 1Z5.

BROTHERHOOD
August 25 was Band of Brothers Day south 

of the border. I received this message from 
a fellow Korea vet there. It’s worth sharing:

You may have served in combat or non-
combat duty. You may have ‘retired out’ or 
served for a short time. You may have served 
in the army, navy or air force. But you did 
your job honourably and for that I am proud 
to call you “Brother.” 

To the cool men who have touched my life, 
“Here’s to you!” 

I was never a hero but am thankful and 
proud to have served amongst them. A real 
brother walks with you when the rest of the 
world walks on you. 

Armed with the latest anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) devices, missiles and 

homing torpedoes, and named after the 
lake in Nova Scotia where Alexander 

Graham Bell first conducted hydrofoil 
experiments, HMCS Bras d’Or could 

cover vast distances quickly atop her 
hydrofoils. A subtle blend of marine and 
aviation technologies, the Bras d’Or, like 

the Arrow, was far ahead of its time.
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which can go supersonic for short periods when necessary.
Cruise missiles can also be fired from ships or submarines, 

which takes our focus beyond an Arctic approach. Consider this: 
If you are familiar with missile launch containers, how difficult 
would it be to alter one to look like a ubiquitous cargo container 
on a rust-bucket freighter? While discussing seaborne threats and 
rusty cargo ships, it need not only be military threats, but what 
about a fertilizer/diesel bomb writ large, with a crew willing to 
die for their faith, or perhaps a dirty bomb? Not something that 
can be left unchallenged for any amount of time.

Canada does need a long-range aerial deterrent, but it must 
be able to engage from high altitude down to a tree-top level, 
and be a star performer in beyond visual range (BVR), within 
visual range (WVR), and air combat manoeuvres. The Joint Strike 
Fighter will simply not fit the bill — even if it meets its marketed 
capabilities. On paper, the F-22 Raptor might fit the criteria, but 
its technical difficulties, costs, and unavailability take it out of the 
equation. That leaves us with few alternatives among cutting-edge 
allied fighters currently being produced.

The Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornet is often put forward as 
the most viable aircraft to fill the RCAF ranks, but while it has 
increased range and payload advantages over the legacy Hornet, it 
is still of modest range, speed, and combat performance compared 
to the older F-15 Eagle, and decidedly less than the more modern 
fighter aircraft from Europe. If Canada had been in the same 
strategic situation regarding the Arctic and the abilities of cruise 
missiles in 1979, then we would likely have gone for another U.S. 
Navy variant aircraft by the name of F-14 Tomcat, rather than 
the Hornet. But that undertaking is also a matter of hindsight.

Stealth is the big bogeyman that disrupts any discussion about 
replacement for the CF-18s, and the aforementioned Raptor is the 
only allied fighter to have all-aspect stealth — and is the source 
of many of its problems. The JSF has frontal-aspect stealth, which 
in theory is all that is needed for its primary mission, which is to 
penetrate air defences and strike high-value targets. The F-35 RAM 
coatings were supposed to be better than those of the Raptor, but 
it may also be damaged when exceeding Mach 1. Combine this 
with the inability to supercruise, and you come up with a short, 
tubby first-strike aircraft whose claim to fame can be disrupted in 

transonic flight required in combat situations, and lights up infrared 
targeting like a blowtorch because it lacks supercruise.

If Canadian aerospace companies want to make a huge impact 
on allied capabilities, then create a defensive mini-missile that 
can take out anything from a surface-to-air missile (SAM) to a 
man-portable air-defence system (MANPAD) round. It need 
not go more than a couple of miles to intercept the incoming 
missile, and can be used on all aircraft types including fighters, 
transports and helicopters.

As I have written in this and other publications, Canada — in 
conjunction with other allies — needs alternatives to a small 
number of F-35s; we must also look to the mistakes made in the 
Avro and JSF programs and have a better plan. MacKenzie and 
others look for a modern twin-engine, delta-wing, long-range, 
high-Mach aircraft that can supercruise. 

Take my JACK-Fighter concept, wherein Canada, Australia, 
Japan, and South Korea adopt the Eurofighter design and extend 
its range and speed. You could call the modified Typhoon the 
Arrow II. 

COMMENTARY: ARROW II  ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 16

Avro Arrow 201 flew 25 flights between 25 March, 1958 and 19 February, 
1959 for a total of 25:40 hours out of a grand total of 70:30 hours flown 
by all five completed Arrows. On its last flight 201 extended the flight 
envelope to Mach 1.75 at 35,000 feet while the highest speed achieved 
during Arrow test flights was Mach 1.96 by Aircraft 202. (dnd)
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network defence and network management. We need to 
be able to play in that space as we go forward.”

The potential threat to the country’s energy 
infrastructure, particularly in Alberta, also has federal 
planners concerned. In June the government set up 
a 32-person counterterrorism unit in that province to 
monitor such threats and gather intelligence needed to 
thwart any attacks.

The group is made up of officers from the RCMP, 
CSIS, the Canada Border Services Agency and the 
Edmonton and Calgary police services. They expect 
any threat to come from domestic sources rather than 
foreign operatives. 

But some of the federal government’s views about 
who or what groups pose a threat to Canada have 
prompted controversy.

In February the Harper government released a new 
anti-terrorism strategy that suggested environmentalists 
and animal rights activists were akin to terrorists. That 
followed earlier statements by Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper and Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver 
who suggested those Canadians opposed to oil and gas 
pipelines were radicals financially supported by foreign 
sources. 

In addition, CSIS is now highlighting on its website 
the extreme actions of some environmentalists and 
animal rights activists as a prime example of the terrorist 
threat faced by Canada. In contrast, al-Qaeda receives 
only a brief mention.

But the government’s decision to lump environ-
mentalists in with terror groups has drawn widespread 
condemnation from opposition political parties and 
a variety of organizations. John Bennett, director of 
Sierra Club Canada, pointed out that the government’s 
campaign was designed to stop legitimate dissent.

But one individual appeared to stand out in his op-
position to the federal claims. Trevor Greene, the British 
Columbia soldier severely injured when an axe-wielding 
Afghan struck him in the head in 2006, wrote an opinion 
piece condemning Harper for using the “terrorist” 
label on those who would voice legitimate dissent on 
environmental issues.

“This is an insult to those of us who have fought, 
and sacrificed for our country, against real radicals, real 
extremists and real terrorists,” Greene wrote in an opin-
ion piece published in the Toronto Star newspaper. 

FACING THE THREAT ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 12
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ARSENIC & OLD LACE ... CONT’D FROM P. 35

were ordered to take 
part in the “thousand-
bomber raids” against 
heavily-defended Ger-
man cities. Don’s crew 
was shot down but he 
survived. 

Just to make up the numbers for propaganda purposes, 
Bomber Command needed our pitiful Wellington relics, 
retired from operations, that were to kill 299 (244 RCAF) 
in training at our OTU alone. They also lost over Germany 
20 crews totalling 100 good young men, including a dozen 
instructors who had survived 30 ops only to die in their 
“rest” period. We were close to mutiny when this practice 
was stopped. Don greeted me in Luft III when I arrived six 
months later. 

Several of our actors went on to starring roles post-war. 
Peter Butterworth, a Royal Navy officer, played in 16 of the 
Carry On series. Donald Pleasence (1919-1995) acted on the 
London stage in 1939, joined the RAF as a wireless opera-
tor, was shot down in a 166 Squadron Lancaster. Post-war, 
Pleasence acted in the films The Great Escape, Great Escape 
II, The Eagle has Landed, as well as many others. He was 
nominated for four Tony Awards, married four times, and 
had five daughters. 

A score of our good actors had the looks and figures to 
be made up as dazzling women and were the only “women” 
many kriegies saw in over five years. 

In terms of territory the question was very clear: Would 
the map of Quebec remain the same after separation? An 
argument began to gain ground that those opposed to 
Quebec independence should not be forced to accept it. Not 
only did the Reform Party demand that the boundaries of an 
independent Quebec be adjusted to exclude those opposed, 
but the federal government’s minister of Intergovernmental 
Affairs also raised the issue, saying on January 26, 1996 that 
if Canada could be considered divisible, so too could Quebec.

A policy calling for the partitioning of Quebec in the 
event of independence would likely have driven francophone 
Quebeckers to more radical positions, possibly leading to 
civil unrest. Partition would have been contested, perhaps 
violently, and it would succeed only with the application of 
force by the Canadian military leading to a situation of Canada 
having to occupy its own territory.

Luckily for the Canadian ship of state none of this came 
to pass and the tumult of the early 21st century means that 
another referendum remains a very remote possibility. Still, 
it’s always helpful to have a contingency plan. 

QUEBEC SEPARATION ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 32

A scene from “Make Way for Messalina”
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Of course the real flurry of discussion in the media surrounded 
Lawson’s previous vocal advocacy for the controversial F-35 
purchase. It has been suggested that, by appointing Lawson as CDS, 
it indicates that Prime Minster Harper wants a bold champion to 
move forward with the acquisition.

Undermining this theory are that facts that the beleaguered 
F-35 procurement process has now been ostensibly placed under 
the control of Public Works and that, even within DND, the CDS’s 
office has little real day-to-day dealings with the acquisition of 
military hardware. 

In the end, regardless of who is the “top soldier” — or airman 
or sailor as the case may be — the Canadian Forces will receive the 
equipment that their political leaders decide to fund.

Also released to the media after repeated requests was Lawson’s 
fighter pilot call sign: “Shadow.” Hopefully, the new CDS will not 
live up to his old nickname and stay out of the public spotlight. 

The two previous incumbents of the office set the bar fairly 
high as to what the public and rank and file expect from senior 
military leaders. General Rick Hillier took the helm in 2005 and 
singlehandedly reversed a “decade of darkness” for the Canadian 
Forces. The charismatic Newfoundlander became the public face 
for the war in Afghanistan and rekindled the warrior spirit among 
his troops. 

Replacing Hillier in the summer of 2008, General Walt 
Natynczyk quickly earned himself the endearing nickname of 

PUBLISHER’S LETTER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

“Uncle Walt.” And for the past four years he has tirelessly cham-
pioned the troops and his efforts will not soon be forgotten, nor 
will they be easily mirrored by his successor.

What fate awaits the Canadian military under the direction of 
General Lawson? Only the Shadow knows. 

COMMISSIONAIRES

NEW AD COMING

Both Gen. Walt Natynczyk (left) and Gen. 
Rick Hillier (right) shined in the public 

spotlight and became vocal champions 
of the Canadian Forces during their 

respective tenures as CDS. (dnd)
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TEXTRON

NEW AD COMING
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