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LLast month, embattled Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay drew opposition and media 
fire over a number of sticky issues. First it 
was his use of a search and rescue helicopter 
to pluck him from a private fishing lodge; 
then his department’s $10 billion account-
ing shortfall on the cost of buying the F-35 
Joint Strike fighter; and, most recently, his 
bobbling of the actual cost of Canada’s 
participation in last year’s Libya mission. 

On October 29, 2011, just days after 
Moammar Gadhafi was killed and the 
NATO campaign was coming to a close, a 
gleeful MacKay told the CBC that the war 
effort had come in under budget at less 
than $50 million. 

However, when DND tabled the final 
tally in a report to the House of Commons 
in early May, it was revealed that the total 
cost of the 10-month long intervention was 
$347 million, of which at least $106 million 
was “incremental” costs directly associated 
with the Libya mission. 

In an attempt to explain the more than 
100 per cent discrepancy in the calculations, 
MacKay insisted that he never misled 
Canadians. Instead, we are to believe that 
at the time of his CBC interview, MacKay 
was referring only to the actual costs spent 
up to that time, and did not include the 
expenses involved in bringing the troops 
and equipment back home.

If we are to take the good minister at 
his word, then we must believe that it cost 
only $50 million to deploy our planes and 
a warship for 10 months of continuous 
operation, including lodging, food and the 
ammunition expenditure of $25 million 

ON TARGET?

worth of bombs – and yet, somehow, it 
cost over $56 million just to get these same 
planes and frigate back home. 

While that is admittedly a bit of a stretch, 
MacKay has also made the point that, 
whatever the cost — $50 million, $100 
million, $347 million — it was all money 
“well spent.” 

According to MacKay, Canadian troops 
fought the good fight as part of a NATO al-
liance under the command of Canada’s own 
lionhearted Lieutenant General Charles 
Bouchard to rid the world of a murderous 
tyrant. Mission accomplished, case closed.

Lost in all the victory parades, self-
congratulations and dispensing of valour 
medals is the fact that NATO was never 
mandated to effect regime change in Libya 
and that, despite the removal of Gadhafi, 
the Libyan people remain entrenched in a 
state of violent upheaval. 

United Nations Resolution 1973, which 
was passed on March 17, 2011, authorized 
NATO to enforce a no-fly zone over the 
skies of Libya. At that point in the upris-
ing, the Libyan rebels were being pushed 
back by pro-Gadhafi loyalists and it was 
feared that Gadhafi’s air force would be 
employed to punish the rebellious civilians 
of Benghazi. The NATO commanders 
chose to liberally interpret the UN mandate 
into one of using airstrikes themselves in 
order to protect anti-Gadhafi Libyans from 
the threat of airstrikes.

The UN also authorized an arms em-
bargo on Libya. The goal of the embargo 
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Regardless of how much the Libya 

operation cost Canadians, the ongoing 
violence does not warrant a victory parade
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T he publisher’s letter in Volume 19 Issue 
4 (May 2012) really rang a very loud bell 

with those of us who went to the war in Korea. 
The lack of adequate clothing for example 

is or was appalling to say the least. One 
blanket with a poncho was the sum total of 
our	bedding!	The	bolt-action,	single-shot	rifles	
of the time were totally inadequate. The U.S. 
Army had a 30-calibre semi-automatic that 
had the possibility of becoming fully auto-
matic. However, the 30-calibre did not have 
enough stopping power. For all that though, 
it would have been an improvement over 
what we had.

Proper winter boots and adequate jackets 
was another big problem for the sub-zero 
winters of Korea, which were absolutely bru-
tal. In general, the valleys and mountains 
run north and south, which means that those 
awful northern winds were really something 

else. The winter was upon us and we had no 
adequate jackets. The parkas, when they did 
get there, were pretty damned good though.

Corporal Bean was our cook, and he did a 
truly	magnificent	job	under	some	challenging	
conditions. He really came through for us. 
Somebody nickname him “Bean-the-Burner.”
Talk	 about	 the	 inadequacy	 of	 rifles.	The	

WWI	rifle	was	not	only	a	single	shot,	but	 it	
was also prone to jam, and it took damned 
little to accomplish too. It is claimed that after 
eight	 or	 nine	 rounds	were	 fired,	 it	 jammed	
from overheating. How many men died be-
cause of this shameful shortcoming? That 
was	the	unlamented	Ross	rifle,	even	then	the	
Lee-Enfield	was	deemed	to	be	a	better	rifle.	
It had also been claimed that the minister of 
defence blocked or, should I say, swept aside 
any	attempt	to	use	the	Lee-Enfield.	True	or	
not, I do not know.

We had a Lt. Card, who was known as 
“Ace” of course, who just had to be the great-
est scrounger who ever lived. With a bottle or 
perhaps a case of whiskey he could charm 
just about anything from the folks of the U. 
S. Army. They were more than eager to be 
accommodating. Sleeping bags and proper 
winter footwear were two items he obtained 
for us.

There were many others, but memory, etc.
Robert W. Stirling
Maple Ridge, BC

ONE OLD SOLDIER’S OPINION
In	 reference	 the	 current	 conflict	 in	Syria,	 it	
seems like a million years ago that I took 
off my boots and puttees and walked into 
the grand mosque in Damascus to visit the 
tomb of John the Baptist and see the Roman 
parade square in the courtyard. The coloured 
cobblestones fascinated me, where the right 
markers stood and the centurions stood whilst 
forming hollow square, a drill we still do today.

I hope they don’t blow it all up before our 
children and grandchildren get to see history 
first-hand.

On the recent news stories about the dys-
functional	office	of	the	military	ombudsman,	
I have this say. How can soldiers troubled by 
the war they just fought in Afghanistan get 
any fairness or justice from their ombuds-
man when he pissed off his staff and half of 
them have quit or asked for transfers to other 
government	offices?	The	position	is	a	sensi-
tive one and crude wet canteen jokes have 
really no place in a civilian, mixed-gender 
government	office.	
The	government	had	no	problem	firing	vet-

erans ombudsman Colonel Pat Stogran when 
he stood up for soldier’s rights. I venture to 

THE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE MORE THEY STAY THE SAME

Over the decades, Canadian soldiers have had to “make do” with the equipment provided them. (lac)
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say	that	this	DND	faux	pas	office	deserves	to	
be, at the very least, investigated to seek im-
provements for our serving men and women 
as soon as possible.

This is just one old soldier’s opinion, for 
whatever that is worth.

Billy Willbond
Saanichton, BC

CANADIAN VETERANS AND SOLDIERS 
PROTEST PARLIAMENT
•	June	6,	1944,	Canadian	soldiers	storm	the	
beach at Juno to liberate Europe.
•	June	6,	2012,	Canadian	soldiers	and	veter-
ans storm the House of Parliament in protest 
of the New Veterans Charter.

I guess our government has forgotten our 
sacrifice.	Lest	We	Forget.

Robin Brentnall, CD
Gambo, NL

LAST BOMBER ACE PASSES AWAY
A man who was an aviation legend passed 
away quietly at his home in Sebastian, 
Florida, on May 23 surrounded by his family. 
Clarence Bentley (Larry) Sutherland was 89, 
and just one month shy of his 90th birthday. 

He was Canada’s top heavy bomber air 
gunner ace and only one of three in the whole 
history of Bomber Command.

Larry was born with a birth defect which 
resulted in his left eye being unable to move 
— either right of left, or up and down. As 
a result, he was turned down seven times 
for enlistment into the RCAF. However, the 
strange thing about his medical issue is that it 
seemed to give him phenomenal night vision.

During the Second World War, while en-
gaged in the air war over Europe, he was 
responsible for shooting down seven German 

night	fighters	and	damaging	one	from	the	rear	
turret and mid-upper turret in Lancasters.

He and his tail gunner shot down three 
German	night	fighters	on	a	single	night	mis-
sion and that feat was never duplicated by 
any other heavy bomber air gunners within 
Bomber Command.

He survived a crash landing during training 
and then three forced landings as a result of 
flak	damage,	flew	nine	of	the	infamous	Berlin	
Raids. By the end of his tour of duty he had 
flown	a	total	of	35	missions	and	was	awarded	
the Distinguished Flying Cross twice.

Sutherland’s WWII accomplishments were 
chronicled by his nephew, Gary Chisholm, 
and published in the recently released book 
The One Eyed Gunner (Bryler Publications, 
ISBN: 9781927003022). 
Larry	flew	his	first	24	missions	with	Doug	

Smith as his pilot. Doug was from Auckland, 
New Zealand. Gary Chisholm phoned Doug 
to relay the news of Larry’s passing. Sad-
dened by the news Doug said, “You know, I 
always felt safe with him in the rear turret. He 
had phenomenal night vision. Lord he could 
shoot well. He was very calm and had nerves 
of steel. I’ll miss him. But you know, with me 
being the age of 94, it will not be long before 
I see him again.”

To his family and friends we extend our 
sympathies. 

WAR AMPS

NEW AD 
COMING

Larry Sutherland stands beside the rear 
turret of a Lancaster bomber at the 1991 

air show in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. The 
one-eyed gunner is Canada’s top heavy 

bomber air gunner ace.

On the anniversary of D-Day, vets gathered on 
Parliament Hill to protest what they say is the low 
standard of benefits for veterans of recent wars. 
Surrounded by veterans, soldiers and politicians, 

Mike Blais of Canadian Veterans Advocacy 
addresses the crowd. (canadian veterans advocacy)
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F E A T U R E

by David Pugliese

I t is still not clear exactly what effect the reductions to the 
Defence Department’s budget, coupled with moves now 
under way to transform the military for the future, will 
have on the Canadian Forces.

But all indications point to some reductions in capabilities in a 
best-case scenario, with a worst-case scenario being seen as either 
delays or outright cancellation of some equipment programs.

The government is scaling back promised funding for the 
military, although the defence budget will still continue to rise — 
slowly — beyond its current annual $21 billion. Transformation 
will also force some cuts and a restructuring of DND and the 
Canadian Forces.

Chief of the Defence Staff Gen. Walter Natynczyk says the 
changes are designed to place “priority on tactical and operational 
units.”

The official line from the Canadian Forces is that none of the 
ongoing moves will affect Canada’s defence capability in any way, 
although most analysts dismiss that as wishful thinking on DND’s 
part.

The 2012 budget cuts a swath  
through the Defence Department

The ADATS falls victim to budget cuts. The Air Defence Anti-Tank System 
was designed to provide air defence protection for mobile troops as well 
as ground installations. This self-contained weapon system is mounted on 
the chassis of a M-113 tracked vehicle. Its ability to destroy air targets as 
well as ground targets made it a versatile weapon system. (oerlikon)

The sun sets on some
defence systems
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There will be no reductions in the size of the regular Canadian 
Forces. 

But under transformation the activities of three commands will 
come together, reducing administrative staff by 25 per cent.

In May the government announced a revised operational 
command and control structure with the creation of a single 
command, the Canadian Joint Operations Command (CJOC). 
Consolidating the activities of Canada Command, the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force Command, and the Canadian Operational 
Support Command, the new organization will be responsible for 
conducting all Canadian Forces operations in North America and 
around the world.

“The realignment of the operational command structure is the 
first phase of more transformation work,” explained Vice-Admiral 
Bruce Donaldson, the vice chief of the defence staff. “We need to 
return more folks to the fighting force, particularly the fighting 
force of the future, and emerging capabilities.”

Here is a rundown of the other changes being brought in 
because of the budget reductions as well as transformation:

REDUCTION OF RESERVISTS
Reducing the number of reservists who are currently serving in 
full-time positions will save $82 million, according to DND records 
obtained by Esprit de Corps. The numbers of Class-B reservists 
would drop from around 7,200 to 4,500 by the spring of 2014 as 
they return to a part-time status.

Natynczyk said that, over the last several years, the number 
of reservists had increased significantly, mainly because of the 
Afghanistan war and security preparations for the 2010 Olympic 
Games. But that growth is over, he added.

“We are putting ourselves on a diet,” Natynczyk recently 
explained.

GOODBYE CONTRACTORS
One of the recommendations put forth last year by Lt.-Gen. 
Andrew Leslie in his report on transformation was that the 
Canadian Forces and DND should reduce their reliance on private 
contractors. Those workers do everything from handle information 
systems to repairing equipment, but they come with a significant 
price tag. DND intends to cut back on contractors and estimates it 
will save $455 million in eliminating some of these services. Details 
are still being worked out.

DND EMPLOYEE CUTS
Much of the DND savings needed to meet the government’s deficit 
reduction targets will come from the elimination of 900 to 1,000 
civilian jobs in the department.

The Conservative government has stated that jobs involving only 
“back-office operations” will be cut. Positions involved in offering 
front-line services will not be affected, according to Treasury Board 
President Tony Clement.

During Exercise POTENT KNIGHT at CFB Suffield in the fall of 2007, 
elements of 4 Air Defence Regiment from Gagetown, Moncton and Cold 
Lake had the opportunity to fire 40 live missiles from the Air Defense 
Anti-Tank System (ADATS) at air and ground targets. As part of its efforts 
to cut costs following the 2012 budget, the Canadian Army will take 34 
ADATS weapons and its inventory of missiles out of service and leave the 
Canadian Forces without a primary air defence system. Army officers say 
that decision is risky, but the service has determined it is acceptable in 
the short term. The army has plans to introduce a new air defence system 
around 2017, but work on that project has yet to begin in earnest. (cpl dan 
noiseux, army news, dnd)

Reservists from the 34 and 35 Canadian Brigade Groups practice 
embarking and disembarking from a Chinook helicopter prior to taking 
their first flight during Exercise NOBLE GUERRIER 2009. The soldiers 
took part in several training scenarios designed to practice their ability 
to function at a company level during combat operations in a simulated 
version of the Afghanistan operational theater. With the end of the combat 
mission in Afghanistan, fewer full-time reservists are needed. As a result, 
about 2,700 Class-B reservists will have their employment reduced to a 
part-time status over the next two years. (cpl jasper schwartz, army news)
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But that strategy does not appear to have been followed at DND, 
union officials say. The jobs being eliminated range from clerks 
and secretaries to food services and kitchen staff. Other jobs to be 
cut include radiation safety personnel, weapons technicians, am-
munition technicians, heavy truck mechanics, laboratory assistants, 
drivers and dental hygienists. 

Union officials have complained that many of the jobs are those 
of lower-paid workers. John MacLennan, national president of 
the Union of National Defence Employees, argues the cuts will 
eventually hurt the combat readiness of the Canadian Forces. He 
pointed out that military personnel would be required to fill in for 
the civilian support staff being laid off. 

“The work isn’t going to disappear, but now they’re going to 
have to take soldiers from the front-line positions to do jobs that 
civilians are now doing,” MacLennan said.

Among the heaviest hit by the cutbacks is Defence Research and 
Development Canada (DRDC). It will have its budget reduced by 
13 per cent and its workforce cut by 15 per cent or 242 full-time 
jobs. As a result of the elimination of these jobs, the defence science 
organization is stopping work on some explosive detection research 
and is scaling back on the Counter Terrorism Technology Centre, 
which conducts research into chemical, biological, radiological, 
nuclear and explosive incidents.

Some robotics work will be cut and commitments to research 
for public security programs will be reviewed.

Scientists at DRDC Ottawa will reduce their efforts in computer 
network security and support for radar system design work. Basic 
research into naval radar will also be stopped.

DRDC had an annual budget of $312 million and will be 
required to cut $40 million from it.

In contrast to the Canadian government’s decision to cut 
DRDC, the U.S. spared its similar organization, the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency, any serious reductions. 
DARPA will see its $2.8 billion budget reduced by $1.4 million, 
less than half a per cent drop in funding.

The timing of the DRDC cuts is somewhat ironic, say its work-
ers, as Natynczyk recently credited the agency’s employees with 
saving the lives of soldiers in Afghanistan through their research 
in Canada and work in Kandahar. 

All DRDC cuts must be done by April 2014.

CUTS TO ARMY TRAINING
Savings will also come from the decision to cut army training on 
what that service considers non-essential activities. That includes 
maintenance and repair, garrison support, as well as personnel and 
information technology support, according to the documents. 
These cuts will save around $127 million.

OTHER CUTBACKS
Canadian military participation in national and community events 
will be reduced, saving $10 million.

Military facilities will be closed or reduced in size in Calgary, 
Alta., London, Ont., Chilliwack, BC, and in Northern Ontario as 
support units are moved to major bases.

Canadian Army buildings in Moncton, NB, will be shut down 
except for two in use by reserve units in the city.

Recruiting offices in Yellowknife, Saskatoon, Rouyn-Noranda, 

Civilian mechanic Neil Ferguson works at pulling the seal on the rear 
differential of a Light Support Vehicle Wheeled (LSVW). In February 
2008, 17 Wing Transport Electrical Mechanical Engineer Squadron held 
a maintenance blitz to catch up on the servicing of 38 Canadian Brigade 
Group (Winnipeg) vehicles. With 17 Wing EME at 28 per cent authorized 
manning, a blitz was the best way to catch up. 17 Wing called in all their 
mechanics and civilian personnel as well as reserve soldiers from local 
based units. However, following the 2012 budget announcement, DND 
will eliminate 900 to 1,000 civilian jobs in the department, from clerks and 
secretaries to technicians and mechanics, among others.(cpl bill gomm, 
combat camera)

The TEODOR (the explosives ordinance disposal observation robot) 
used by the Counter Improvised Explosive Device team, demonstrates 
its capabilities at Camp Nathan Smith in Kandahar City, Afghanistan, 
in February 2009. Many advancements have been made in explosive 
detection research in recent years, and CDS Gen. Walt Natynczyk 
recently credited the Defence Research and Development Canada 
(DRDC) agency’s employees with saving the lives of soldiers in 
Afghanistan through their research in Canada and work in Kandahar. 
However, budget cuts will require scaling back on the Counter Terrorism 
Technology Centre, which conducts research into chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear and explosive incidents. Basic research into naval 
radar and some robotics work will also be cut. (mcpl robert bottrill, 
combat camera)
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Que., Bathurst, NB, as well as in Sault Ste. Marie, Thunder Bay 
and North Bay in Ontario will be closed.

Canada’s special forces emerged relatively unscathed from the 
cost cutting. It will reduce its headquarters operating budget 
slightly, reduce domestic and international travel and find ways to 
save money in how it purchases ammunition. 

The Royal Canadian Navy also fared relatively well. As part of 
its efforts to save money, the RCN will eliminate its reserve port 
security units. Those were originally established to back up govern-
ment departments in protecting Canadian ports and harbours on 
short notice.

The RCN will also shut down an acoustic data and intelligence 
centre on the west coast, merging its capabilities with a similar 
operation on the east coast of the country.

Some analysts, however, have questioned that move. Shutting 
down the west coast site comes less than two years after the navy 
argued it required more surveillance because of the increase in hu-
man smuggling off the coast of British Columbia and in the Pacific 
region. The move also comes as the U.S. Navy shifts ships and 
resources to America’s west coast in recognition of the increasing 
importance of the Pacific and China’s rise in power.

As part of its transformation efforts the RCN will establish a 
new Commander Naval Training System (CNTS) to consolidate 
its five naval schools into a single naval training system. 

It will also create a new office, the Director (of) New Capabil-
ity Introduction, which will serve as a focal point for pan-naval 
coordination of activities associated with the introduction of 
new platforms and capabilities into fleet service, including the 
modernized frigates, Arctic offshore patrol ships (AOPS), and 
joint support ships (JSS).

A new Director Canadian Submarine Force will also be created 
to oversee all aspects of submarine force generation, sustainment, 
and operations.

AIR FORCE SCALING BACK
As part of its efforts to cut costs, the Royal Canadian Air Force 

Special Operations Unit members (JTF2) train for various scenarios at 
their training location in Dwyer Hill, Ont. Although the unit will have to 
decrease its headquarters operating budget slightly, reduce travel and find 
ways to save money in how it purchases ammunition, Canada’s special 
forces emerged relatively unscathed from the cost cutting. (dnd) 

says it will make more use of simulators. That will reduce flying 
time for pilots, saving an estimated $26 million.

The Canadian Forces will also save $117 million by pulling its 
personnel out of NATO’s Airborne Warning and Control System 
(AWACS) and withdrawing from NATO’s Alliance Ground 
Surveillance (AGS) program.

The Canadian Forces has around 100 people in Germany as-
signed to NATO’s AWACS program, its last significant presence 
of military personnel on that continent. 

Canadian aircrews have worked aboard the NATO E-3A 
Airborne Early Warning Radar System aircraft for more than 25 
years. The E-3A component is NATO’s first integrated, multi-
national flying unit, according to the alliance. It provides airborne 
surveillance, command, control and communications for NATO 
operations. 

Dressed in battle gear, members of HMCS Protecteur are prepared 
for possible threats of boardings created by Sea Training staff during 
Exercise TRIDENT FURY. This exercise is a multi-national exercise 
aimed at advancing Canada’s ability to respond to offshore threats and 
unlawful acts from within a coalition environment. Participants include 
members of the Canadian Navy, RCAF and Coast Guard, the U.S. 
Navy and Air National Guard, and an AWACs aircraft. With over 2,000 
participants, this Canadian-led task group is the largest exercise to take 
place off the Canadian West Coast. Because of the increase in human 
smuggling off the coast of British Columbia and in the Pacific region, 
some analysts have questioned the closing of the West Coast’s Acoustic 
Data Analysis Centre since it comes less than two years after the navy 
argued it required more surveillance for this region. (mcpl robert bottrill, 
combat camera)
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BUDGET CUTS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 44

The Canadian Forces had been part of the AGS system since 
2009. That project recently acquired five Block 40 Global Hawk 
unmanned aerial vehicles for NATO surveillance operations.

Lt.-Gen. André Deschamps, head of the RCAF, said that 
Canada is working through a phased withdrawal from the AWACS 
capability. “We are discussing with our NATO allies the best way 
of doing this without creating any gaps,” he told a Senate defence 
committee in February. 

Deschamps suggested the closure of Canada’s contribution to 
NATO’s AWACS  program would take more than a year. However, 
the withdrawal from AGS has already been done.

Military analysts say that, although the moves are designed to 
save money, they also further lessen Canada’s presence in NATO. 

“Our NATO connections have been slowly eroding over the 
years and this further distances us from NATO,” said Martin 
Shadwick a strategic studies professor at York University in Toronto.

The withdrawal from AWACS makes no sense and should be 
reversed, according to retired Canadian air force Brigadier General 
R.P. (Pep) Fraser, who was involved in the AWACS program. He 

also points out the AWACS fleet recently played a major role in 
NATO’s mission in Libya. 

“Canada’s withdrawal from the program defies political logic, 
because it clearly demonstrates Canada’s lack of solidarity and 
commitment to pay a fair share of common defence costs,” Fraser 
argues. “Canadian credibility as a reliable, responsible NATO 
alliance partner has surely been damaged by the AWACS decision.”

Fraser also questions whether money will actually be saved in 
the long run? 

“Even from an economic perspective, the decision is question-
able, because there will be very high withdrawal costs, which are 
yet to be negotiated in accordance with the terms of the NATO 
AWACS Program’s Operations & Support Memorandum of 
Understanding,” he notes. “These cost will likely be in the millions 
of dollars and put into question the cost savings claimed by the 
government.”

ARMY CUTS
As part of its efforts to cut costs, the Canadian Army is eliminating 
some equipment. The army will take 34 Air Defence Anti-Tank 
Systems (ADATS) and the inventory of missiles for the weapon 
out of service. However, the move to get rid of ADATS leaves 
the Canadian Forces without a primary air defence system. Army 
officers say that decision is risky, but the service has determined it 
is acceptable in the short term.

The army has plans to introduce a new air defence system around 
2017, but work on that project has yet to begin in earnest.

Also to be removed from service are 33 TOW under armour 
turrets, 40 TOW 2 missile systems and 2,200 TOW missiles.

Three years ago the army spent $100 million to acquire the 

A Global Hawk soars through the sky to record intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance data. As part of NATO’s planned multi-year and multi-
billion dollar investment in an increased global surveillance capability, 
building what it calls an Allied Ground Surveillance (AGS) system, the 
28-nation military alliance penned a deal with defence contractor Northrop 
Grumman in May 2012 for a fleet of unmanned aerial drones along with 
the requisite command and control base stations needed to operate them. 
Kongsberg will develop solutions for the storing, searching and retrieval 
of advanced sensor data from the RQ-4 Global Hawk. NATO has relied 
heavily on the use of drones owned and operated by the U.S. in its recent 
military operations in Afghanistan and in Libya, but this acquisition will 
allow it to have a vast capability all its own. (usaf)

NATO’s Boeing E-3A Sentry Airborne Warning and Control System 
(AWACS) can fly over 10 hours at 30,000 feet (9,150 metres) without 
refueling. At this altitude, a single E-3A can continuously survey the 
airspace within a radius of about 250 miles and exchange information 
with ground- and sea-based commanders. The antennas for the radar 
systems are found in the rotodome that is carried atop the AWACS. This 
structure rotates every ten seconds, providing 360-degree surveillance 
coverage. Canada is currently in discussion with NATO to withdraw from 
this program over the next year, but many have questioned this decision 
in relation to how this could affect future joint missions. (nato)
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COMMENTARY ... CONT’D ON PAGE 41

between that terminal disease and military 
service such that service personnel and 
veterans in the United States who contract 
ALS are automatically granted full disability 
benefits. Not so in Canada, because the 
bureaucracy forces our veterans to satisfy 
an excessively high burden of proof and 
grossly exaggerated causal link to military 
service than is intended in the legislation. 

Thankfully our government forced the 
bureaucrats to apply the letter and intent 

of the law in the case of CF members and 
veterans afflicted with ALS. Brian died a few 
short days afterwards. This notwithstand-
ing, the perverted culture of deceit and 
denial that infests the department and the 
Veterans Review and Appeal Board (VRAB) 
continues to thrive. 

All that the Veterans Ombudsman, Guy 
Parent, has managed to do after almost five 
years — three as my director of investiga-
tions almost two as the ombudsman — is 
publish three reports. The first and only 
report he produced as my director, which 
is another story, was in 2009 on funerals 
and burial expenses. To this day, it remains 
nothing more than a conversation piece. 
Only recently did Parent produced two 
long-overdue reports on the malfeasance 
of the Veterans Review and Appeal Board. 

In the first, Parent reviews some 200 
decision letters VRAB sent to applicants and 
determines they don’t provide adequate 

e

The Executive War College on veterans rights

THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE 
Robert Barnes of the Federal Court 
rendered his decision in the class-action 
lawsuit launched on behalf of more than 
4,500 former members of the Canadian 
Forces against the federal government 
on May 1, 2012. The plaintiff, Dennis 
Manuge, alleged that the veterans disability 
benefits received under the Pension Act 
should not have been deducted as income 
from the indemnity they receive from the 
CF Long Term Disability (LTD) Income 
Replacement program administered by the 
Service Income Security Insurance Plan 
(SISIP). The Federal Court ruled in favour 
of the plaintiff.

That was a no-brainer. One-time min-
ister of Veterans Affairs, Greg Thompson, 
and his deputy, Suzanne Tining, are both 
on the public record stating that the now-
defunct disability pension for veterans was 
compensation for pain and suffering — in 
other words, diminished quality of life 
due to military service and not income 
replacement. 

Shame on the government for, once 
again, going to such extraordinary lengths 
to cheat veterans out of their just deserts. 
More importantly, shame on the CDS for 
standing idly by while former members of 
the Canadian Forces, who were disabled 
while serving this country, were forced to 
challenge the might of the government of 
Canada in the courts. 

This landmark case is yet more support 
for the revelation I presented on August 
17, 2010, at a press conference that 
the government is deliberately cheating 
veterans. Dennis Manuge was one of the 
four spokespersons who are proof of my 
argument. Another is Brian Dick, a victim 
of ALS, commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. 

A plausible link had been established 

explanations of how the decisions were 
made. No surprise there! In the second, 
he basically confirms the 11 recommenda-
tions I left with the House and Senate 
committees. 

We don’t need reports; we need sub-
stantial and enduring changes! The SISIP 
scam has been eradicated after many years 
of battle, but many veterans continue to 
suffer financial hardship and must seek 
alternative sources of treatment for the 
disabling wounds, injuries and sicknesses 
they succumbed to in the service of Canada. 

The press is reporting that an ever-
increasing number of Afghanistan veterans 
are committing suicide. Meanwhile, senior 
bureaucrats continue to deliberately cheat 
veterans to, as they said to me, fulfil their 
obligation to preserve the public purse. Yet, 
the so-called Harper government continues 
to feign interest in improving the way they 
treat our veterans. 

Let’s face it. When the feds deny the 
costs and services required to treat those 
who answered our nation’s call, the need 
doesn’t just go away. They are passed on 
to the healthcare services of the provinces 
that are already overloaded. Some provinces 
are taking note; others seem to be taking 
action. 

Recently, the Toronto Workers’ Health 
& Safety Legal Clinic expressed concern 
about the fairness, or lack thereof, of the 
compensation system that sick or injured 
veterans rely on. The Legal Clinic provides 

Col. (ret’d) Pat Stogran
defends veterans rights 

and was the first Veterans 
Ombudsman (2007–2010) 
upon retiring from the CF

“The Federal Court ruled in favour 
of the plaintiff — a no-brainer.”
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interest groups continually and maliciously 
point out inconsistencies in government 
policy, citing embarrassing Conservative 
backtracks on accountability, spending, 
policy and military support. Average citizens 
do the unthinkable and speak publicly about 
how the government they voted for has 
turned on them. Veterans purposely wallow 
in poverty and poor health, and people 
conjure up daily examples of employment 
that really aren’t good, even if you’re 

Jim Flaherty. And our Canadian wildlife 
has taken such wanton belligerence even 
further, slaughtering themselves in spiteful 
droves to make the government’s energy 
policies look bad. Pox on all your houses 
(or nests as the case may be)!

It’s a threat that has spread beyond our 
very borders. Time and again the malevolent 
international community of interest groups, 
diplomats, and politicians goes out of its 
way to bring embarrassment to bear on our 
treasured government. When our prime 
minister wants to talk trade, they want to 
talk human rights. When he wants to talk 
prosperity, they talk about global warming. 
His words of wisdom in all things economic 
are shunned and ridiculed by cantankerous 
Europeans. The UN took our Security 
Council seat away. The foreign press openly 
wonders what Canadian voters were think-
ing. How dare they!

Sadly, as far as the rot has spread, it has 

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com

STAND ON GUARD FOR THEE. SOME 
just sing these words. Canadian military 
planners take them to heart. Threats are 
everywhere, Canada. You need only look 
around, or in some cases, close your eyes 
and imagine. No, we’re not talking about 
al Qaeda. We’re not talking about the 
Russians. And the red menace of China is 
but a bump in the dark compared to the 
terror Canada now faces. Well, not Canada 
per se, but its government. It’s the threat of 
embarrassment! And our military is ready.

As recently outlined by defence journalist 
and Esprit de Corps regular David Pugliese, 
the mandarins at National Defence have 
been ahead of the curve identifying what 
might put the Harper Government™ in 
danger. Specifically, they busied themselves 
documenting what might put Harper and 
his ministers in danger during the G8 and 
G20 meetings back in 2010. They tallied 
up the usual suspects, from terrorist groups 
to separatists of indeterminate origin. Then 
there were the foreign spies, the protestors, 
and criminals who might have attacked not 
just the lives, but the very sensibilities of our 
cherished federal administration. 

But let us all be grateful those profession-
als of paranoia didn’t stop there. They identi-
fied what is the primary, and many would say, 
most terrifying, threat of this young century: 
embarrassing the government. Be it denial 
through fear, or a coordinated campaign by 
media elite, it is a threat that has been left to 
grow like a toxic weed.

It is a crime against Harperism that can be 
found just about everywhere. Pundits and 

just as deeply set in. The government’s own 
ministers have betrayed it. They fall asleep in 
parliament and committee meetings. They 
call people names and stamp their feet in 
parliament. Some even openly question 
the wisdom of such important and seminal 
legislation as the current omnibus budget 
Bill C-38, such as Conservative MP David 
Wilks. Some suggest it was a brief moment 
of candour in an otherwise cowed and 
muzzled caucus. But we know better.

The military need look no further than 
their own minister. Time and again Defence 
Minister Peter MacKay has, with what many 
suspect has been with malice of forethought, 
made his government look like a fool. He 
spends tens of thousands on a multimedia 
presentation to get what he referred to as a 
“hero shot” at the controls of an F-35. He 
hitches a ride with search and rescue and 
then uses the air force’s government dollars 
to announce the need for spending more 
government dollars. And when it comes 
to spending announcements, he flubs his 
numbers, declaring the recent mission in 
Libya cost half of its hundred-plus million 
dollar price tag. Merely incompetence, you 
say? Perhaps the actions of a privileged child 
with too much money and power? Again, 
we know better.

We know better thanks to those true 
patriots at National Defence who saw the 
threat and spoke truth to power when 
nobody would. The threat is embarrass-
ment, an embarrassment of the government. 
It runs deep and wide, in all levels of our 
society, even beyond our shores, perpetrated 
by our “allies” and foes alike. Embarrass 
Stephen Harper! It’s a rally cry that sends 
shivers down the spine.

The only question that remains is 
whether anything can be done to stop it? 
We can only hope our military is drawing 
up the answers. 

An embarrassment to the government

e

“Embarrass Stephen Harper! It’s 
a rally cry that sends shivers down 

the spine!”
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e

by Blake Hurdis

Three years ago at CFB Gagetown, Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay, then Minister of State Keith Ashfield 
and then Chief of Land Staff LGen Andrew Leslie 
announced a series of projects that would completely 

revamp the Canadian Forces. As part of that announcement, the 
Tactical Armoured Patrol Vehicle (TAPV) program was born.

Soon after, major corporations within the defence industry 
would throw their hat into the ring as they competed to replace 
Canada’s RG-31 Nyala fleet, originally purchased as an urgent 
operational requirement in 2006, as well as the Coyote Recon-
naissance Vehicle, which was produced by General Dynamics Land 
System Canada and entered service in 1996.

When field testing at Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland 
came to an end in December 2011, speculation was rampant. There 
had been reports of a blast test failure by one of the vehicles. But 
with a cone of silence covering the entire procurement process, 
media and even defence officials were left to prognosticate and 
speculate amongst themselves.

As the doors to CANSEC 2012 opened at the CE Centre, the 
rumours had hit their peak. With an announcement expected in a 
week, and some of the competing vehicles on display, there was a 
clear sense of anticipation surrounding the competing companies.

Despite that anticipation, the general manager of Textron 
Canada, Neil Rutter, said the integrity of the project was maintained 
throughout. “We had no idea who had won until we were notified 
the evening prior to the announcement,” said Rutter.

Then, on June 7, word came down that a press conference had 
been called for the following day at CFB Gagetown. Despite the 
best efforts of the press corps, the winning bid was kept under lock 
and key as Associate Defence Minister Julian Fantino prepared to 

make an announcement that would shape the Canadian Forces for 
the foreseeable future. With word of the pending announcement, 
Esprit de Corps was fortunate enough to receive an email from 
the general manager of Textron Canada, Neil Rutter, cancelling 
lunch plans. 

As Esprit de Corps would have been enjoying burgers with Rut-
ter, he was in Gagetown with Fantino to announce that Textron 
Systems Canada had won the TAPV competition, beating out a 
group of excellent vehicles. Rutter agreed, referring to the TAPV 
program as an excellent and thorough competition from beginning 
to end. Part of that success, said Rutter, was DND providing clear 
and concise requirements for the competition.

“DND and PWGSC should be congratulated on the process 
that they designed and executed for this competition,” said Rutter.

In winning the TAPV competition, Textron will supply the 
Canadian Forces with 500 vehicles with an option for 100 more. 
Of the initial 500, roughly 200 are scheduled to be configured as 
reconnaissance vehicles.

After emerging from such a deep pool of outstanding vehicles 
vying for the TAPV contract, it is expected that Textron’s submis-
sion will prove to be a formidable vehicle. It certainly has the 
technical specification to suggest it should play an integral role in 
the future of Canada’s military.

At first glance there is little doubt that the TAPV is a Textron 
vehicle. With design characteristics dating back to the Cadillac Gage 
V-150 and very close ties to Textron’s M1117 Armoured Security 
Vehicle (ASV), the TAPV stands out as quintessentially Textron.

But even in comparison to the ASV, the TAPV boasts specifica-
tions that are very impressive. With any vehicle, that starts with the 
engine and the TAPV is no exception. Powered by a turbocharged 

Confirmed!
Textron wins TAPV bid
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Cummins QSL engine creating 365 hp and an amazing 1,113 
lb-ft of torque, the TAPV has all the power it needs to push 
around a gross weight of 38,000 pounds (over 17 metric tons). By 
comparison, the largest engine available in the Ford F-150, a 6.2 
L V-8 engine, produces a paltry 434 lb-ft of torque.

Clearly, Textron has put its 45 years of armoured vehicle experi-
ence to good use, creating a vehicle designed and engineered to 
meet the requirements of Canadian soldiers. It’s that engineering 
that allows the TAPV to be easily augmented and equipped by a 
team of corporations.

Perhaps the most important of those additions is the armour 
capabilities provided by EODC. With fourth generation Advanced 
Modular Armour Protection (AMAP) technology like that profiled 
in Esprit de Corps last month (Volume 19 Issue 5, pg. 22), the TAPV 
was able to withstand blasts from 10 kilograms of explosives under 
the tires and eight kilograms under the shallow “V” hull. That’s 
enough to survive a blast directly under the hull from the Italian 
TC/6 anti-tank mines commonly found in Afghanistan and used 
by Taliban fighters against coalition forces.

Textron also has primary agreements with both Kongsberg 
Protech Systems Canada for the PROTECTOR Dual Remote 
Weapon Station and Rheinmetall Canada for vehicle assembly and 
system support.

In addition to the primary partners, Textron has agreements in 
place with several other Canadian manufacturers that will provide 
much needed parts, services and capabilities to the TAPV (see 
sidebar). 

Textron’s Canadian 
TAPV Partners

 �   Textron’s TAPV Partners

 �   EODC – Ottawa, ON – Armour

 �   Rheinmetall Canada – St. Jean Sur Richelieu, 
QC – Assembly and Support

 �   Kongsberg Canada – London, ON – 
Remote Weapons Station

 �   Michelin Canada – Waterville, NS – Tires

 �  General Kinetics – Brampton, ON – 
Suspension

 �   Evraz North America – Regina, SK – Steel

 �   Ontario Drive and Gear – New Hamburg, 
ON – Transfer Case

 �   SED Systems – Saskatoon, SK – Electronic 
control systems

 �   Mobile Climate Control – Vaughn, ON – 
Climate control
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war experience of the Canadians, Americans, 
British, and Native Americans. All had 
separate goals, experiences and results, which 
served to shape the future of North America. 

The exhibition features some amazing 
artefacts — weaponry, uniforms and battle 
dioramas — including an original copy of the 
Treaty of Ghent, which was signed to end the 

On June 13, the Canadian War Museum 
officially opened its new War of 1812 exhibit 
entitled “One War, Four Perspectives.” The 
overall theme is to present the visitor with four 
distinct and diverse viewpoints of the war from 
each of the major participants. 

Situated in separate galleries adjoining a 
central stockade are exhibits depicting the 

NEW WAR OF 1812 EXHIBIT SHOWCASES CANADIAN HISTORY

e

As part of its international humanitarian 
response objectives, the Canadian government 
ships humanitarian aid pallets aboard a CC-177 

Globemaster III aircraft to help the victims 
of disasters. In order to facilitate supplying 

its overseas missions, Canada has just 
added a new strategic hub to its network of 

international support bases, and is looking to 
add more in Asia, the Caribbean and possibly 
Africa. (sgt roxanne clowe, combat camera, dnd)

war in 1814, along with many reproductions.
Brilliant in its concept and presented in 

a very un-Canadian, bold fashion, the 1812 
exhibit is well worth a visit. The exhibit will 
be on display at the Canadian War Museum 
until January 6, 2013, at which point it will 
go on tour across Canada.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  t o 
www.warmuseum.ca/1812.

WHO WILL BE THE NEXT  
MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE?

With a July cabinet shuffle expected and 
Defence Minister Peter MacKay being 
named as one of the ministers rumoured to 
be moved, the question of who will replace 
MacKay at the helm of the Department of 
National Defence is swirling around Ottawa.

While several candidates have emerged 
from the pile, there is no inside information 
available at this point as to who has the 
edge. As a result, we’re left to speculate as to 
who could handle the monumental task of 
handling DND in the midst of massive deficit 
reductions and a politically toxic procurement 
mess.

There has been an expectation for some 
time that MacKay was on his way out as 
defence minister, and the decision to have 
Associate Defence Minister Julian Fantino 
announce Textron as the winner of the TAPV 
program has only added to the rumours.

Laura Secord, the famous heroine of the War of 1812, is shown giving her warning of an 
impending American attack to Lieutenant James FitzGibbon. Hers is but one story told in 
the War Museum’s exhibit. (painting by lorne kidd smith, library and archives canada, c-011053)

News and developments within  
the Canadian military and from around the world
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With a cabinet shuffle on the horizon, here 
are four candidates Esprit de Corps considers 
possible replacements for MacKay.

JOHN BAIRD
Mr. Fix-it for the 
Conservatives, 
Baird has held a 
number of cabi-
net positions as 
he has slowly 
and methodi-
cally moved up 
the ranks of the 
Conser vat ive 

Party. Currently serving as the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Baird took a militant 
stance as he advocated for the overthrow of 
Moammar Gadhafi in Libya and he currently 
serves as the champion for change in Syria. 
A talented political strategist who typically 
knows when to keep his powder dry, Baird 
may be exactly what the Conservatives need 
in a defence minister.

JASON KENNEY
As the current Minister of Citizenship, 
Immigration and Multiculturalism, 
Jason Kenney continues his ascension to 
the Conservative leadership. It’s no secret 
that Kenney has leadership aspirations, but 
if he’s going to get there he’s going to 
need to take on a larger and more challeng-

On June 8, the Commander of 
the Canadian Army, Lieutenant-
General Peter Devlin, presented 
a $100,000 cheque to the Military 

Families Fund and Soldier On, the 
two charitable organizations that 
benefit from Canada Army Run. 

The cheque represents proceeds 
from last year’s run. Accepting 

the cheque was Brigadier-General 
Fred Bigelow, Director General, 
Canadian Forces Personnel and 

Family Support Services, the 
organization that administers the 
Military Families Fund and Soldier 

On. Pictured, from left to right: 
LGen Peter Devlin, Col Lorne Zens 
(Canada Army Run Sponsorships), 

BGen Fred Bigelow, Army 
Sergeant Major CWO Gino Moretti. 

(mcpl steve bogue, dnd)
Lt.-Gen. Devlin also thanked 

Esprit de Corps for its support and 
sponsorship at last year’s Canada 
Army Run. Publisher Scott Taylor 
accepted the framed print at the 
ceremony. (sgt errol morel, dnd)

ing por tfolio 
and there’s no 
portfolio more 
c h a l l e n g i n g 
than defence 
at the moment. 
Unfortunately, 
the  pos i t ion 
may not play 
into Kenney’s 

strengths. While Kenney is well spoken and 
can defend hot button issues with the best 
of them, he is also a tremendous legislator. 
As one of the Conservatives’ most talented 
legislators, defence may not be in the works 
for Kenney, but if Baird shuffles to defence, 
Kenney may be the logical choice for 
foreign affairs.

CHRIS ALEXANDER
The MP from 
Ajax-Pickering 
a n d  f o r m e r 
ambassador to 
A f g h a n i s t a n 
has been serv-
i n g  a s  t h e 
Parliamentary 
Secretar y to 
the Minister 
of Defence. During his term Alexander has 
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A t the end of 1813 the British and American armies had 
totalled up their win/loss record of military actions. The Americans 
had destroyed the British naval squadron on Lake Erie, captured 
Fort Amherstburg and destroyed the British Army at the Battle of 
the Thames. For their part, the British had stopped the enemy cold 
at Stoney Creek, thereby driving the American forces back to Fort 
George, captured Fort Niagara and cleared the Niagara frontier of 
American forces. American offensive actions had been defeated at 
Chryslers Farm and the Quebec-New York region had been secured 
with the British/Canadian victory at the Battle of Châteauguay, thereby 
forcing the American army back into northern New York State. Both 
sides took a breather and sent reinforcements to their respective armies, 
reviewed strategies and replaced old generals with more aggressive men.

Believing he would be facing ill-trained militia, British General Phineas 
Riall cried out, “Those are regulars, by God!” at the sight of his enemy. 
“The morning light ushered … a shocking spectacle. Men and horses lying 
promiscuously together, Americans and English, laid upon one another,” wrote 
Sergeant Commins of the Battle of Chippawa. (painting by h. charles mcbarren, 
u.s. army centre of military history)

e
F  E  A  T  U  R  E

by Michael Hurley

At this pivotal junction in the War of 1812, 
the Americans knew they had a limited time 

in which to defeat Britain. The war in Europe 
against Napoleon was in its final stages, and 
soon the British would be able to deploy large 

numbers of veteran troops to secure their 
threatened colony in Upper Canada.



26  volume 19 issue 6

In early 1814, U.S. Secretary of War John Armstrong ordered 
Major General Jacob Brown to form the Left Division of the 
American Army of the North. The purpose of which was to attack 
and capture the British naval base at Kingston with a divisionary 
attack along the Niagara River in order to tie down British forces. 

With the war against Napoleon in Europe beginning to wind 
down, successful military action became all the more pressing for 
the Americans. Peace in Europe would mean that large numbers 
of Wellington’s battle-hardened and experienced Peninsular War 
veterans would be sent to Canada as reinforcements. 

The Americans had already begun to feel the strain as the Royal 
Navy reinforced and expanded its naval blockade while carrying out 
a number of raids up and down the American Eastern Seaboard. 
The affect of which was to cripple the American economy and 
bring about a loud cry for peace — and maybe succession — from 
the New England states.

British military policy slowly began to charge from that of 
fighting a defensive war to laying down plans for military offensives 
against the areas now known as Maine and New Orleans as well as 
for the recapture of the Michigan Territory. 

Governor General George Prevost replaced the unpopular and 
overly cautious Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, Major 
General Francis de Rottenburg, with Lieutenant-General Gordon 
Drummond. The Canadian-born Drummond had proven himself 
an aggressive leader willing to take chances when he ordered the 
recapture of Fort George and the surprise attack and capture of 
Fort Niagara in December 1813.

Drummond was supported by the experienced and aggressive 
Major General Phineas Riall, who commanded the British forces in 
the Niagara region. For his part, Brown called on generals Winfield 
Scott, Eleazer Ripley, and Peter B. Porter to command brigades in 
the American Army of the North. Each of these men, both British 
and American, would play key roles in the upcoming campaigns of 
1814 along the Niagara.

While Drummond took up his post as lieutenant-governor, 
Brown ordered the establishment of two Camps of Instruction 
in the State of New York: one at Buffalo under Brigadier General 
Winfield Scott, and a second at Plattsburgh under command of 
Brigadier General George Izard.

Scott, the U.S. Army’s youngest general, proved to be a wise 
choice and quickly earned the nickname “Old Fuss and Feathers” 
for his insistence on strict military discipline and turnout. He also 
unified military training by adopting the 1791 manual of the French 
Revolutionary Army. The end result was that it allowed for the 
quicker manoeuvring of large American forces on the battlefield. 
Such training played a key role in the upcoming campaign. Scott 
also purged army units of inefficient officers and those promoted 
by political connections rather than merit. It was under Scott that 
regiments were issued regulation uniforms, although not enough 
regulation blue uniforms were available to equip all units. As a 
result, many of his men dressed in short gray jackets — a tradition 
that is still followed today in the cadet uniforms of the American 
military school at West Point.

Drummond proved to be an effective lieutenant governor, but 
unlike his predecessors he ruled to a large extent by intimidation. 
He was respectful of the citizenry as a whole, but traitors or anyone 
suspected of aiding the Americans in any way could expect no 
mercy. It was during his tenure that the Bloody Assizes, a series of 
trials that took place at Ancaster in May 1814, took place. Of the 
19 men charged with high treason, 15 were found guilty: eight 
where hanged at Burlington Heights on July 20 and the other 
seven were banished from British territory. 

U.S. infantry troops advance. Re-enactors march in formation as the 
U.S. 1 Brigade, General Winfield Scott’s unit that took part in the Battle of 
Chippawa, dressed in their standard short gray jackets. (michael hurley)
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In late June 1814 Brown had massed his division on the Niagara 
frontier, but was refused the cooperation of the American navy 
by Commodore Chauncey. Attacks on Kingston or Fort George 
were impossible without naval transport, nor could Brown cross 
Lake Ontario to cut the British off at Burlington. On Lake Erie 
the American Naval Squadron and regular troops from Detroit 
had been moved north in an attempt to recapture Fort Mackinac 
on Lake Huron.

On July 3 Brown’s army of 3,500 men, divided into three 
brigades, crossed the Niagara River and invested Fort Erie. This fort 
was defended by two weak companies under British Major Thomas 
Buck and quickly fell to American forces. With the capture of Fort 
Erie Scott’s brigade moved north along the Portage Road until 
they encountered the British defences at Chippawa Creek. After a 
brief exchange of artillery fire Scott withdrew a short distance to 
Streets Creek while Brown outmanoeuvred the British defences by 
crossing the Chippawa upstream.

Early on July 5 British light infantry, backed up by militia and 
Aboriginal warriors, crossed the Chippawa from Fort Welland 
ahead of Major General Riall’s main body of 2,100 troops and 
began to engage Scott’s outposts from the woods to the west. 
Brown ordered Porter’s brigade, which was augmented with 
friendly Native Americans, to clear the woods. They, however, ran 
into Riall’s advancing regulars that had formed along the Portage 
Road, causing the Americans to retreat. 

Supported by Captain Nathaniel Towson’s company of artillery 
with three 12-pounder artillery guns, Scott advanced from Street’s 
Creek, deployed on the Portage Road and opened fire on Riall’s 
advancing regulars. The British deployed their own light 24 
pounders and a 5.5-inch howitzer, which were quickly put out of 
action when Towson’s guns destroyed their ammunition wagon.

Scott deployed his brigade, made up of the 25th, 11th, 9th and 
22nd U.S. Infantry against Riall’s advancing British line, made up 
of the 1/1st Foot (Royal Scots) and 100th Foot while the 1/8th 
Foot (King’s Regiment) were held in reserve. The uneven ground 
slowed the British line’s advance and caused some units to become 
bunched and disorganized. 

Riall had been informed that he would likely run into poorly 
disciplined American militia and had ordered his troops to fire one 
volley and close with the bayonet. It is reported that on watching 

Scott’s gray-jacketed brigade advance against him Riall replied, 
“Those are regulars, by God!” Riall may or may not have made this 
comment, as the only source for it seems to have come from Scott. 

As the British closed on the American line their supporting artil-
lery ceased their fire for fear of hitting their own advancing troops. 
American gunners switched from firing round shot to canister, a 
shotgun-like charge for engaging infantry or cavalry at close range. 

The American 25th U.S. Infantry advanced their left flank caus-
ing the entire American line to form a shallow U. With Towson’s 
battery on the right and the 25th on the left, the Americans could 
engage both British flanks. After 25 minutes of pounding Riall 
ordered his bloody troops to withdraw back to their entrenchments 
on the north side of Chippawa Creek under the cover of supporting 
artillery fire and the 19th Light Dragoons.

The battle at Chippawa had been a hard lesson for the British. 
What Riall had thought was raw American militia turned out to be 
disciplined American troops that had stood toe to toe with British 
regulars exchanging volleys, and had beaten them. Casualties 
for the British where heavy: 108 killed, 319 wounded with 108 
captured or missing. For the Americans they’d suffered 60 killed, 
249 wounded and 19 missing.

Two days later Brown completed his flanking manoeuvre, cross-
ing Chippewa Creek and forcing the British to fall back to Fort 
George while the Americans occupied the Town of Queenston. 

So began a period of manoeuvre and counter-manoeuvre as 
Riall and Brown looked for advantage over the other, with one 
side or the other advancing or retiring, back and forth, looking 
for the advantage of good ground and position. The situation was 
about to change, however, after Drummond came to Fort George 
on July 25 and assumed direct command on the Niagara frontier. 

The stage was now set for the next showdown at the bloody 
engagement that became known as the Battle of Lundy’s Lane. 

British Light Infantry reload their muskets after firing a volley against 
advancing American forces at the Battle of Chippawa. All British regiment 
had companies of light infantry, which were often used in skirmishes and 
for scouting. (michael hurley)
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by Scott Taylor

CANSEC 2012 ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 42

F or three days in May, nearly 300 Canadian and international 
defence companies descended upon Ottawa to showcase 
their wares at Canada’s largest annual arms exhibition. 

While CANSEC 2012 officially opened on May 30 and closed its 
doors the following evening, all participants recognize that May 
29 — set-up day — is one of the most important networking 
opportunities of the show.

From dawn to dusk, exhibitors toiled to transform the 220,000 
square foot CE Centre into a first-class trade show. All that lifting, 
loading and assembly works up a powerful thirst on a hot day 
and, thankfully, there were several hospitality receptions held that 
evening to take care of that. As has become tradition, EADS/Cas-
sidian/Airbus hosted one of the most popular of these events, with 
this year’s edition being held at the trendy Courtyard Restaurant 
in the heart of Ottawa’s Byward Market. The attendees included a 
who’s who of military brass and senior procurement officials along 
with local and international defence contractors. 

A number of embassies also stepped up to help promote their 
national representatives. While the Esprit de Corps team did its best 
to circulate, time permitted us to attend only the Norwegian and 
Swedish events. Both were held at their respective ambassador’s 
residences and, while both featured lavish spreads, the consensus 
was that the Norwegians outdid the Swedes with the meatballs. 
(This led one Swedish representative to quip, “They [Norwegians] 
must have bought them at Ikea!”) While the last of the official 

CANSEC 2012

Clockwise from top left: Lockheed Martin had models of its aircraft on 
display, including the F-35. Oshkosh Defense had a Standard Military 
Pattern truck on hand, which will be undergoing tests later this summer. 
Raytheon had a number of different systems on display. BAE Systems 
brought their big guns to this year’s exhibition. Nexter once again brought 
its VBCI vehicle to CANSEC. (all photos hyungcheol park, esprit de corps)
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So you think you know your military history? Well, think again!

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of our At Ease feature, a collection of 
military trivia and humour. The answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.  

Good luck! Your input is welcome! Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

In honour of D-Day, I’ll start with 
six pertinent queries.

1. Name the five invasion beaches 
in order from east to west.

2. Which beach landing sustained 
the highest casualties?

3. Which son of a U.S. 
president was awarded 

the Medal of Honor? 
How did he die?

4. What important roles 
did FUSAC play?

5. How many VCs were awarded for 
D-Day action?

6. Gooseberries, Bombardons, 
Phoenix and hales are part of what?

7. Billy Willbond reminds 
me of the days when we 
wore puttees. How could 
you tell a RCHA member 

by his puttees?
8. How do Rifle regiments carry their 

colours on a double-march past?

9. Which Scandinavian 
country was a German 

ally in WWII?

10. Who and what was 
“BARBAROSSA”?
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Operation JUBILEE:  
Nine hours of hell at Dieppe

by Eric Leclerc

 
Seventy years after the tragic attack, historians still debate the merits of the 1942 

Dieppe raid. The bloody sacrifice of Canadian troops is without dispute.

THE LEGACY OF THE RAID 
on Dieppe in August of 1944 
is one of the most challenging 
collective memories for Cana-
dians. Considered a military 
and strategic failure by many 
historians, it stands today as 
an example of everything that 
can go wrong with large-scale 
operations. But is that the only 
lens through which to view 
the actions of 5,000 Canadian 
soldiers?

The raid on the French port 
town has been the subject of 
dozens of books and films. Most 
of them labelled the raid carried 
out by the Canadian Second Division a monumental failure. Some 
say it was a major political blunder, maybe one of the worst in 
World War II. But it is possible to look at Dieppe from a different 
perspective and include it in a discussion of larger, more successful 
events of the Second World War.

The plan called for attacks at five different points on a front of 
roughly 16 kilometres along the North Atlantic shores of France. 
Four simultaneous flank attacks were to go in just before dawn, 
followed half an hour later by the main attack on the town of Dieppe 
itself. Canadians would form the force for the frontal attack on 
Dieppe and would also go in at gaps in the cliffs at Pourville four 
kilometres to the west, and at Puys to the east.

At Puys, the Royal Regiment of Canada’s landing was a disaster. 
The beach, extremely narrow, was commanded by lofty cliffs where 
German soldiers were strategically placed. Only a few men were 
able to get over the heavily-wired seawall at the head of the beach; 
those who did were unable to get back. 

Robert Prouse of the Canadian Provost Corps recorded this: 

“I threw my body on the coarse 
gravel beach and squirmed 
my way towards the concrete 
seawall. I had to get through 
a mess of barbed wire already 
strewn with bodies and finally 
pulled myself up to the wall 
where a soldier lay dead along 
the top. Carefully, I raised my 
head to try and see what was 
happening on the other side of 
the wall but quickly withdrew 
it, for it seemed that the whole 
German army was shooting at 
me personally.”

The rest of the troops to-
gether with three platoons of 

reinforcements from the Black Watch of Canada were pinned on 
the beach by mortar and machine-gun fire and were later forced 
to surrender. Failure to clear the eastern headland enabled the 
Germans to enfilade the Dieppe beaches and nullify the main 
frontal attack.

In the western sector at Pourville, the Canadians were fortunate 
enough to achieve some degree of surprise, and initial opposition 
was light as the South Saskatchewan Regiment and the Queen’s 
Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada from Winnipeg assaulted 
the beaches.

Resistance stiffened across the River Scie and pushed towards 
Dieppe proper. Heavy fighting developed as the Saskatchewans and 
Camerons, who had supported them, were stopped well short of 
the town. The main force of the Camerons, meanwhile, pushed 
on towards their objective, an inland airfield, and advanced some 
three kilometres before they too were forced to halt. 

The main attack was to be made across the pebble beach in 
front of Dieppe and timed to take place a half-hour later than 

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 

Canadian wounded and dead line the main beach of Dieppe. A German 
soldier walks amid the wreckage. The tanks that landed on the beach 

provided some cover fire for the landing forces, but soon became burning 
metal hulks, their crew dead or captured. (library and archives canada) 



 july 2012  esprit de corps  33

on the flanks. German soldiers, 
concealed in cliff-top positions 
and in buildings overlooking 
the promenade, waited for the 
landing ships to arrive.

As the men of the Essex 
Scottish Regiment assaulted 
the open eastern section, the 
enemy swept the beach with 
machine-gun fire. All attempts 
to breach the sea wall were 
beaten back with grievous loss. 
When one small party man-
aged to infiltrate the town, a 
misleading message was received 
aboard the headquarters ship 
which suggested that the Essex 
Scottish were making headway. 
Thus, the reserve battalion, Les 
Fusilier Mont-Royal, was sent in. They, like their comrades who 
had landed earlier, found themselves pinned down on the beach 
and exposed to intense enemy fire.

The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry at the west end of the 
promenade advanced opposite a large isolated casino. They were 
able to clear this strongly-held building and the nearby pillboxes; 
some men of the battalion got across the bullet-swept boulevard 
and into town, where they were engaged in vicious street fighting. 

Misfortune also attended the landing of the Calgary Regiment’s 
tanks. Those who negotiated the seawall found their way blocked by 
concrete obstacles that sealed off the narrow streets. Nevertheless, 
the immobilized tanks continued to fight, supporting the infantry 
and contributing greatly to the withdrawal of many of them; the 
tank crews themselves became prisoners or died in battle. 

The Dieppe raid also produced a tremendous air battle. While 
allied air forces were able to provide protection from the Luftwaffe 

for the ships off the coast, the 
cost was high. The Royal Air 
Force lost 106 aircraft, which 
was to be the highest single-day 
total of WWII. The RCAF lost 
13 aircraft.

By afternoon, Operation JU-
BILEE was over. Nine hours of 
hell that will live in the memory 
of Canadians forever.

Cliff Chadderton, a veteran 
on the invasion of Normandy 
with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, 
adds a new dimension to the 
remembrance of this sad an-
niversary: “No one has paused 
to consider the effect on the 
wives and families of those 
slaughtered on the beach by 

saying they were nothing but pawns and cannon fodder who gave 
up their lives in a devious political stratagem or, even worse, sent 
to their deaths by the so-called military strategists who grew up 
playing war games with toy soldiers in sandboxes.”

Chadderton visited the Dieppe cemetery in 1972 and took 
photos of his friend Bill Carson’s headstone. He sent the photos 
to Carson’s widow, Jean. She responded to Chadderton in a letter:

“My Dear Clifford, thank you so much for the photos of Bill’s 
grave. I’ll never get over his death, although your mother has been 
wonderful. I always thought Bill could look after himself. I heard 
he died trying to save others. It was 30 years ago. Every book or 
TV program says the same thing: Dieppe was a fiasco. Don’t they 
realize that it hurts a widow even more to live with the thought 
that Dieppe was just politics and military blunders? Was nothing 
gained? To lose a husband is bad enough, but when the papers and 
books say it was all for nothing … ”

“... sent to their deaths by the 
so-called military strategists who 
grew up playing war games with 

toy soldiers in sandboxes”

ABOVE: Dead Canadians litter the beach in this photograph, looking 
across Red Beach to the harbour entrance. In the foreground, a largely 

undamaged Landing Craft Assault; behind it, a burning Landing Craft Tank. 
(ecp armées)  TOP INSET: After the surrender at Dieppe, the Canadians’ 

weapons were discarded and their helmets stacked into piles. This image 
of the helmets strewn on the ground was particularly haunting for some 
of the soldiers of the Essex Scottish Regiment, as it symbolized a great 

Canadian regiment being broken and stripped of its strength.

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 
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One of the books on Dieppe to which Jean may have been 
referring was Unauthorized Action, by Brian Loring Villa. He 
wrote: “Dieppe represents a problem of acceptance, particularly for 
Canadians. That some 5,000 soldiers and engineers from a nation 
that had willingly joined the fight against Hitler should wait over 
two and a half years for combat and then be killed, maimed or 
captured within a single morning is undeniably one of the great 
tragedies of the Second World War.”

After the tragedy came the myths, which are hard to let go when 
so much went wrong. For example, one story suggested that the 
Germans had been tipped off, perhaps even by British intelligence, 
to prove that a second front was impossible. It was no secret that 
the British government, and the chiefs of staff in particular, had 
been convinced for more than a year that this sort of operation 
made little sense.

A quote from one such commanding officer, Lt.-Col. Lord 
Lovat, speaks volumes about what the British thought of the 
enterprise. “Only a foolhardy commander launches a frontal attack 
with untried troops, unsupported, in daylight against veterans, 
dug in and prepared behind enemy concrete, wired and mined 
approaches…” This sort of sentiment led to the belief that Opera-
tion JUBILEE was an attempt by Winston Churchill to appease 
the Soviet Union, whose soldiers were doing most of the dying 
on the Eastern Front. 

True enough, Dieppe was a bad plan and many died who should 
not have died. There has, however, been very little written about 
what was gained from this experience.

Using the lessons of Dieppe, less than two years later, the Al-
lies launched a full-scale invasion. That of course was Operation 
OVERLORD, or D-Day, in Normandy. Many countries were 
involved. From Canada, the Third Canadian Infantry Division was 
deployed to avenge those who fell at Dieppe.

If we compare Dieppe in August of 1942 with Normandy in June 
of 1944, one fact stands out. The casualties at Dieppe were much 
higher than they need have been, but for every man who died on 
the beaches and headlands of the Dieppe raid, there were probably 
30 or more lives saved in the Normandy landings. An examination 
of Dieppe’s mistakes leads only to one conclusion. Tragic as they 
were, without those mistakes, without the death of people like 
Bill Carson, the Allies might not have gotten ashore on D-Day. 

In the disastrous raid on Dieppe, many of the Canadians who survived the 
landing were taken prisoner and marched through city streets to holding 
areas in the rear. Of the 1,874 Canadian POWs taken during Operation 
JUBILEE, 568 were wounded and 72 would die in captivity. (dnd)
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compiled by 

Les Peate

Veterans’ news & views

There have been a number of cases, 
well documented in the media, but I was 
particularly concerned over the fact that a 
clinic, where two psychologists are treating 
60 Petawawa soldiers, is scheduled to close 
next month. Other reports state that there 
are 150 PTSD cases in CFB Petawawa 
alone.

We’ve come a long way since 1952, 
when PTSD was unheard of, but we still 
have a long way to go!

BACK TO THE ‘ROYAL’?
I have received a copy of a document from 
the Chief of Land Forces to the Chief of 
Defence Staff seeking his support for a pro-
posal to revert back to the original names 
of a number of proud army corps that 
were swallowed up by integration. It was 
proposed that the Royal Canadian Signals, 
Royal Canadian Engineers, Royal Canadian 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, and 
Royal Canadian Armoured Corps have 
their titles restored. Gunners, sappers, 
troopers and craftsmen would again hold 
their previous rank designations.

Hopefully this will come to pass, as it 
should do wonders for morale!

FOR GALLANTRY
I recently learned that the only surviving 
Korean War George Cross recipient was in-
volved in a motor accident. This reminded 
me that, while the names of the four VC 
awards are fairly well known, Fusilier Derek 
Kinne is less well known. In fact, three 
George Crosses were awarded for Korea, 

O h, Doolally Sahib, oh Doolally Sahib 
/ Sixteen Annas one rupee, seventeen 

Annas, one buckshee!”
Many British “old sweats” are familiar 

with this ditty, and the term “doolally” 
(derived from a notorious base in India in 
WWII) is synonymous with shell shock and 
mental disorder.

Call it doolally, shell shock or any other 
name, post-traumatic stress disorder has 
been with us for generations. It is only in 
recent years that its effects have been fully 
realized. I have long stressed that veterans 
showing signs of PTSD should approach 
Veterans Affairs for assistance, but to my 
own knowledge there are many vets who, 
for pride or other reasons, have not done so. 
Remember, although emphasis is currently 
being placed on Afghanistan veterans, many 
veterans still suffer from events in the 
Second World War and Korea.

all of them for extreme fortitude in POW 
camps. Sadly the other two, Lieutenant 
Edward Waters and Australian Private 
Horace Madden, were posthumous awards. 

Altogether since its inception in January 
1941, seven GCs have been awarded to 
Canadians. The George Cross is awarded 
for acts of heroism on a level that would 
merit a VC but were not in the face of 
enemy action. (Two notable examples were 
the island of Malta (as a whole) and Violette 
Szabo, a clandestine agent in France and 
the subject of the movie Carve Her Name 
With Pride.)

ANOTHER ANNIVERSARY
This month marks the 110th anniversary of 
the end of the Boer War. This was Canada’s 
first major overseas operation. Seven 
thousand infantry, cavalry and artillery 
took part, and 277 Canadians died in the 
South African campaign. (Their names are 
inscribed in the Book of Remembrance held 
in the Peace Tower). Five Victoria Crosses 
were awarded to Canadians. The Boer 
War is still commemorated by the Royal 
Canadian Dragoons (by their “springbok” 

e

PTSD — AGAIN!

PTSD is not new, and has been called 
many things throughout the ages.

One of the 
unfortunate 1,000 

or so British 
who were taken 

prisoner was Royal 
Northumberland 

Fusilier Derek 
Kinne. His story 

was one of escape, 
recapture, torture 
and discomfort, of 
constant hunger.
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cap-badge) and The RCR (who still observe 
“Paardeberg Day” each February).

CLASS-ACTION LAWSUIT?
I have heard from the Equitas Society, 
whose aim is to raise legal disbursement 
costs for a class-action suit challenging the 
New Veterans Charter. It would appear 
from some of the figures presented that a 
disabled veteran’s benefits under the new 
charter would be considerably less than 
under the old Pension Act. The lawyer, 
Miller Thompson LLP, is conducting the 
action on a pro bono basis.

For more information, send an email 
to info@equitassociety.ca. Some of the 
figures may surprise you. 

NEWS FROM VAC
The Honourable Steven Blaney announced 
that reimbursement of veterans’ travel 
claims will be streamlined. Travel for medi-
cal and other appointments will no longer 
require receipts. The minister said that ap-
proximately 5,500 claims, averaging $274 
each, are being dealt with. This follows a 
“simplified” method of VIP payments as 
described in my last column. It seems that 
some effort is being made to make things 
easier for veterans. I understand that efforts 
are also being made to use more simple 
language in correspondence among other 
measures. 

A number of ladies and gentlemen from 
the Atlantic Provinces have been awarded 
the Minister of Veterans Affairs Com-
mendation for their services in support of 
veterans. They are Michael Martin, Hedley 
Smith and James Stanton of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Lois Brown and Barbara 
Grimster of PEI, and Donald Boudreau, 
Jacques Dussault, David Geddes, Margaret 
Guildford, and Alan Symonds of Nova 

Scotia. Sheila Evans of Nova Scotia was 
awarded the honour posthumously. New 
Brunswick recipients were Norman Gail-
lard, Wilfred Leblanc, Cecil Shaw and 
Heather Wright. Also receiving the award 
(and, in my opinion, not before time!) 
was Royal Canadian Legion President Pat 
Varga.

For details and biographies of these 
recipients, go to www.veterans.gc.ca.

WHAT DO YOU THINK? I’D 
LIKE YOUR VIEWS
Veterans Affairs are very good at keeping 
me informed. I get at least one — and 
often more — notices and advisories each 
day. However, I am concerned as many of 
them report or advise on a ministerial visit 
to some community or other to hand out 
bucks for war memorial projects or some 
sort of show. (As a lover of photo-ops 
Blaney rivals Ottawa’s mayor, Jim Watson, 
and that’s saying something!) 

My question is this. With the tight 
budget that we have, should we perhaps 
not be devoting those tax dollars to veterans 
support and let the communities take care 
of these things? Certainly, major national 
ceremonies such as the Battle of the Atlantic 
should continue.

I don’t expect everyone, or even a 
majority, to agree with me, but I would 
like your views. 

ARMED FORCES DAY
Several nations of the world hold an annual 
Armed Forces Day in honor of their military 
forces. In Canada, Canadian Forces Day is 
the first Sunday in June and is a celebration 
of Canada’s armed services, their heritage, 
and their personnel. Likewise, it also 
provides an opportunity for the military to 
strengthen relations with Canadians and 
the local community and showcase some 
of the capabilities of the Canadian Forces. 
On June 1, Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
issued this statement:

“Today, I join Canadians from coast-
to-coast-to-coast in paying tribute to the 
men and women of the Canadian Armed 
Forces who courageously put their lives on 
the line to protect and defend our country 
and preserve the fundamental values of 
freedom, democracy and rule of law here 
at home and around the world.

The 10-day 
Battle of 

Paardeberg, 
from February 
18 – 27, 1900, 

was the 
first major 
Canadian 

action of the 
Boer War, and 
of the Royal 

Canadian 
Regiment.
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HITS & MISSES ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23
“Whether protecting 

our sovereignty in the 
North, responding to 
natural disasters across 
the country, training 
Afghan security forces 
or working with interna-
tional partners to protect 
civilians in Libya, our 
Forces carry out their 
duties with exemplary 
bravery and dedication. 
Wherever they are and 
whatever the task, they 

embody the very best of what it means to be Canadian.
“As we offer our heartfelt gratitude to all members of the 

Canadian Armed Forces – both past and present – let us also give 
thanks to their families whose love and support give our troops 
the strength to continue their important work. 

“Let us also honour and remember the countless soldiers, sailors 
and air men and women who paid the ultimate price serving our 
great nation.

“The Canadian Armed Forces deserve our most profound 
admiration, respect, and support. On behalf of the Government 
of Canada, I express my utmost appreciation to all our service men 
and women who put the interests of their country ahead of their 
own each and every day.” 

emerged as a guard dog for the political leadership of DND; 
aggressively defending the politics surrounding the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter and successfully fending off some opposition 
attacks. That dedication to his job, and willingness to stand 
in the fire, places Alexander among the top choices to replace 
MacKay should he be shuffled.

ANDREW LESLIE
An unelected outsider, the retired 
lieutenant-general and former chief 
of transformation for the Canadian 
Forces, is a long shot to land the 
defence portfolio, but that doesn’t 
mean his name has not cropped up 
repeatedly. After all, Leslie is the 
architect of the current form of 
defence restructuring and nobody 
knows the plan better than he does. 

At the same time, naming an unelected former senior officer in 
the role of Defence Minister could provide the government with 
just enough separation from the politically challenging depart-
ment. Unfortunately, the fact that Leslie would be unelected 
would provide the opposition with yet another hot potato to 
toss at Prime Minister Stephen Harper, so plans for Leslie to 
run in a by-election would have to be in place. 

~ with files from Blake Hurdis & Scott Taylor

On June 1, 2012 Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper attended the 60th anniversary 

celebration of 22 Wing, North Bay, and 
took the opportunity to mark Canadian 

Armed Forces Day as well.
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reviews by Alex Davis

e

A detailed look at how Canada came to commemorate the war 
dead from Afghanistan and a study of Canada’s significant 
contribution to the weaponization of space

H ighway of Heroes: True 
Patriot Love is the story 

about that 172-kilometer stretch 
of Highway 401 that runs from 
CFB Trenton into Toronto, and 
which was routinely lined with 
civilians and veterans as the body 
of each Canadian soldier killed in 
Afghanistan made its way home 
during repatriation. 

Highway of Heroes is an illustrated book written by QMI 
Agency photojournalist Pete Fisher, who personally investigated 
the grassroots phenomenon of the Highway of Heroes. In it, he 
tells the story of the highway and the Canadian soldiers who took 
that last trip home, as well as the hundreds of ordinary Canadians 
who lined the overpasses to pay their respects. 

Fisher interviewed the families of the Canadian soldiers killed in 
the Afghanistan war, and tells their story; from the first four soldiers 
killed in 2002 to the official naming of the highway in 2007 and 
the soldiers who have been killed since then. Highway of Heroes is 
filled with compelling and emotional images taken by Fisher, of 
the people who paid their respects to the soldiers.

The hundreds of photographs tell the story of the funeral 
processions of the fallen soldiers, the pain and anguish of their 
families, and the dedication and patriotism of the strangers who 
came to the highway to share in their grief. 

Using a flowing writing style, Fisher easily strikes an emotional 
chord within the reader. He explains how the roadway received its 
name, when Toronto Sun columnist Joe Warmington had a moment 
of inspiration while coming back from one of the bridges where 
Canadians had gathered to say farewell to soldiers. He also explains 
the legal struggle to have the highway officially named, which it 
finally was in August 2007. 

In Highway of Heroes, Fisher talks about the families of the fallen 
soldiers and of the ordinary Canadians who lined the highway to 
pay their respects. The family of Private Andrew Miller describe 

  Highway of Heroes: True Patriot Love by Pete 
Fisher. Published by Dundurn Press,  includes 
178 pages,  colour images throughout,  index. 
ISBN: 978-1-55488-971-6. Softdcover: $24.99

their story in an emotional segment, as does Peter Dawe, a retired 
lieutenant-colonel in the Canadian Forces, who spoke about his son, 
Captain Mathew Dawe, who was killed in Afghanistan. Fisher also 
interviewed Captain Wayne Johnston, who started the Wounded 
Warriors charity for soldiers wounded in combat. 

Highway of Heroes is not only a pictorial history of this important 
Canadian icon, but a true historical account of how it came to be 
and how it has affected Canadians. 

W ritten by Andrew B. Godefroy, Defence & Discovery: 
Canada’s Military Space Program, 1945-74 studies the 

history of Canada’s undertakings in military space research, 
and its contributions to space exploration throughout the Cold 
War. In it, Godefroy meticulously plots Canada’s involvement 
in space research — from the first northern Canada study of 
meteorological magnetic and aurora phenomena in 1882 to the 
creation of a network of satellites driven by Charles Drury, built 
to facilitate a network of communications around the globe. 
Defence & Discovery provides the reader with thorough research 
into Canada’s gifts to the field of space exploration.

Defence & Discovery also looks at the weaponization of space, 
from the end of the Second World War to the first Canadian space 
policy in 1974. The book is a scientific study in every sense of 
the word, as each section includes a wealth of information and 
historical references. Yet, despite the scientific style of writing, 
Godefroy manages to tell the story of Canada’s exploitation of 
space, as well as the history of Canadian science and technology 
in the backdrop of the smouldering Cold War between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. Godefroy goes into depth on the 
‘space race’ between the two super powers, and how the struggle 
to project earthly power into space became the forerunner for the 
modern space programs of today.
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Godefroy looks at some of Canada’s 
greatest achievements in space exploration 
throughout the Cold War era. He details 
the creation of the Black Brant, one of 
the most popular sounding rockets ever 
built, with over 800 Black Brants launched 
since 1961. The conception and launch 
of Canada’s Alouette 1, the first satellite 
constructed by a country other than the 
Russia or the United States. The book 

also looks at the much publicized and controversial decision to 
create a linked strategic air defence system across northern Canada, 
in the form of ballistic missile systems. In conclusion, Defence 
& Discovery looks at the demise of Canada’s space programs in 
1965, and the widening technological gap created by changing 
government interests.

Defence & Discovery is written in thorough detail and includes 
a great deal of archival material, so much so that it can become 
complex for the average reader. But for those who can handle 
the scientific language of Defence & Discovery, it is an extremely 
well-researched and well-written historical analysis, that will most 
likely appeal to those interested in Canadian scientific achievements 
such as the Avro Arrow. 
  Defence & Discovery: Canada’s Military Space 
Program, 1945–74 by Andrew B. Godefroy. Published 
by UBC Press, includes 237 pages, b/w images, 
index. ISBN: 978-0-7748-1960-2. Softdcover: $32.95
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CANSEC 2012  ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

cocktail parties closed down around 10 pm, many of the CANSEC 
attendees took in a little more Ottawa nightlife and some even 
crossed the Ottawa River to Gatineau to enjoy the Quebec cultural 
establishments until 2:00 am. 

Despite such hard networking, CANSEC 2012 kicked off bright 
and early the next morning with a breakfast reception. Getting 
things started was keynote speaker Vice-Admiral Bruce Donaldson, 
who addressed close to 1,000 participants. Although a number of 
defence reporters were on hand, Donaldson did not say anything 
that was particularly newsworthy. This was also true with the other 
speakers at CANSEC with the exception of Rona Ambrose. As the 
minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada, Am-
brose is intricately involved in major defence procurement projects 
and is now completely responsible for overseeing the controversial 
purchase of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. Her admission that she 
finds her role “frustrating” may have been surprising in its candour, 
but hardly a shocking revelation.

Notably absent from this year’s exhibition were both the chief 
of defence staff and the minister of National Defence. In previous 
years, both Gen. Walt Natynczyk and Peter MacKay have given 
speeches and toured the exhibit hall. Arguably one of the most 
powerful bureaucrats in Ottawa, Assistant Deputy Minister 
(Materiel) Dan Ross oversees the entire procurement process on 
behalf of DND. Despite the power of his office, Ross deliberately 
maintains almost complete invisibility in the national media. True 
to form, Ross was sighted at this year’s exhibit quietly wandering 

around the booths without entourage or fanfare. 
This was the first year that CANSEC was held at the new CE 

Centre, which is located beside the Ottawa airport. Unlike the 
previous venue at Lansdowne Park, the sheer size of the CE Centre 
allows all exhibitors to be under one roof, taking advantage of the 
modern climate-controlled environment. In the past, CANSEC’s 
more central location attracted a collection of peace protestors who 
made it their goal to disrupt traffic in and out of the site. While the 
CE Centre proved too remote for the peace activists to attend, the 
single road access to the facility meant that the end-of-day rush 
hour traffic from the show caused its own disruption. 

For those attending the pricey formal meal events, service was 
efficient and the food was palatable. However, for those exhibitors 
and guests who did not have a seat inside the dining area, there were 
far too few food venues available. Lunchtime queues for overpriced 
snacks were a common cause for complaint amongst attendees. 

While glitches and grumblings are to be expected from any 
inaugural exhibition venue, CADSI is to be commended for taking 
what was already Canada’s largest defence exhibition and turning 
it into a world class trade show. 

Answers to the trivia questions on page 31: 1) SWORD, 
JUNO, GOLD, OMAHA, UTAH.  2) OMAHA sustained more 
killed, wounded and missing than the others put together 
(3,000).  3) Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt Jr., son 
of the president of the same name, died of a heart attack on 
July 12, 1944.  4) The First U.S. Army Group was a fictitious 
formation poised to invade the Pas de Calais. While many 
generals were not deceived, Hitler was taken in and 15 
divisions were held back from Normandy to counter the 
perceived threat.  5) One — to Company Sergeant Major 
Stanley Hollis of the Green Howards.  6) Mulberry harbours.  
7) The RCHA wound theirs from the top down, the rest of us 
from the boots up. (A training film brought derisive remarks 
from the Royals as an actor portraying an RCR NCO wore 
his puttees “artillery-style.”)  8) They don’t carry colours!  
9) Finland. (Ironically, in the “Winter War” against the USSR 
they received aid from Britain.)  10) “BARBAROSSA” was 
the nickname of Emperor Frederick I, who ruled Germany 
in the 12th century; Adolf Hitler adopted it as the code name 
for his invasion of the USSR.

Some of the hard-working staff at the Esprit de Corps booth took a break 
to pose for a picture. From left, Tiffany Taus, Seneca Overduin and Emily 
Walsh. (hyungcheol park, esprit de corps)
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COMMENTARY ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

free representation to workers who meet the provincially funded 
legal aid eligibility requirement. Their mission to serve workers, 
they believe, would include Ontario-connected veterans. As a 
result two lawyers at the Legal Clinic are interested in consider-
ing cases involving veterans’ claims. 

Some of the issues that I suggest should give them cause for 
concern, many of which have already been addressed in some 
form by the Federal Court, include failure to rule favourably 
when causal links are not proven, but beyond being a “mere 
possibility” are indeed plausible; resolve doubt in favour of an 
applicant by denying a plausible claim because a preponder-
ance of non-contradictory evidence might suggest alternate 
causes of a disability; make every reasonable inference with 
sound logic and reasoning that draws on the circumstances 
surrounding a case in order to make a favourable ruling; and 
consider precedence. 

If you are veteran, reside in Ontario, and think you may have 
been unfairly treated in one of the aforementioned ways and you 
intend to have your application reviewed by VRAB, I encourage 
you to contact the Toronto Workers’ Health & Safety Legal 
Clinic at 416-971-8832. Alternatively, feel free to contact me at  
thecolonel@commandinfluence.com. 

After five long years, CF veteran Dennis Manuge finally won his class-
action lawsuit on behalf of himself and more than 6,000 veterans. On 
May 29, 2012 DND stated that the government would not appeal the 

decision. (photos by bea vongdouangchanh, the hill times)
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BUDGET CUTS ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

TOW missiles and systems. Removal of TOW will save $20 million.
Army spokesman Capt. Marc Greatti notes that the remaining 

TOW missiles in the service’s inventory will “allow the Canadian 
Army to maintain a direct-fire capability, combined with other 
available weapon systems such as the Leopard 2 tank. This will 
ensure that there will be no impact on the Canadian Army’s ability 
to defend Canada and protect our interests.”

Also to be removed from service is outdated equipment. This 
includes 2,600 Light Support Vehicle Wheeled cargo trucks, 96 
Leopard 1 tanks and variants, C1 and C3 105mm howitzers, 
landmine detection and flail systems, and 4,500 light assault radios. 

The Defence Department is still looking at its options and will 
determine in the coming months whether it would try to sell some 
of the systems to other nations or scrap them completely.

EFFECT ON FUTURE EQUIPMENT?
The budget reductions have, so far, not caused any major effect on 
the key future equipment procurement programs, but it is expected 
that some will be delayed. 

Already, the purchase of new fixed-wing search and rescue 
aircraft has slipped by at least two years as spending is spread out 
over a greater period of time.

Still, there is a larger worry in some quarters that major problems 

could be on the horizon because of a lack of funding. Those 
concerns were further reinforced in June when it emerged that the 
Conservative government had been informed by DND that the 
Canada First Defence Strategy was “unaffordable.”

“The funding reductions from Budget 2010 and the reduced 
funding line going forward will make the Canada First Defence 
Strategy (CFDS) unaffordable,” the May 2011 briefing note 
prepared for Associate Defence Minister Julian Fantino pointed out.

“The department will be challenged to deliver on the CFDS 
commitments as a result of forecasted decreases in funding and 
increases in costs,” it added.

A lot is riding on the Conservative’s Canada First Defence 
Strategy, which charts a course for the military for the next 20 
years. The CFDS, unveiled by the government in the spring of 
2008, promised an investment of $490 billion for new equipment 
and capabilities.

But DND officials recommended the Conservatives re-evaluate 
“the level of ambition” outlined in the CFDS. The government 
has confirmed that re-evaluation is now underway but has declined 
to discuss when such a review will be finished.

Opposition MPs counter that the Conservatives can’t be trusted 
to provide accurate information on what is happening with its 
defence plans, noting that government ministers continued for 
the past year to praise the Canada First Defence Strategy all while 
knowing it was unworkable.

For now the government is sticking to its tried and true “talking 
points.”

“We told the truth and acted to rebuild our military,” said 
Conservative Minister Jason Kenney in rejecting opposition MP 
claims that Canadians were misled on the CFDS. “This government 
has made historic, unparalleled investments in Canada’s modern 
history to provide equipment and resources to our men and women 
in uniform.”

Those in the military hope that will continue to be the case. 

“The government has confirmed that  

re-evaluation is now underway but has declined 

to discuss when such a review will be finished”
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was to starve the civil war of weapons and munitions. However, 
this mandate was also violated by NATO commanders when they 
chose to enforce the embargo against the pro-Gadhafi loyalists, 
while simultaneously arming and equipping the rebel forces. 

Those familiar with the roots of the Libyan conflict know that 
it was largely a tribal-based civil war. Once the rebellious eastern 
tribes had seized control of Cyrenaica — the eastern region of 
the country that includes the majority of Libya’s oil fields — the 
conflict had settled into a relative stalemate. 

There were a number of peace initiatives launched at that time, 
including proposals from South Africa for a negotiated division 
of Libya. Such negotiations could very well have involved an im-
mediate ceasefire and put an end to the bloodshed, but that just 
wouldn’t do for Canada’s minister of Foreign Affairs. 

We now know that when John Baird flew into Benghazi on 
June 27, 2011, he did so to encourage the rebels to keep fighting. 

And with help from NATO air power and advisors, the rebels 
did indeed continue fighting, until their eventual military victory. 
And beyond. 

Unfortunately for those who wanted a storybook ending, the 
ill-disciplined polyglot of rebel militias celebrated their victory 
with a torrent of bloody reprisals against Gadhafi’s loyalist forces. 
Seven months after Canada’s staged victory flypast in Ottawa 
we find that the Libyan rebel militias are still refusing to disarm 
and thousands of Libyan civilians are still illegally detained. 

PUBLISHER’S LETTER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Furthermore, international observers have reported that prisoners 
have been tortured to death and that tens of thousands — mostly 
sub-Saharan Libyans — have been ethnically cleansed from the 
city of Tawergha. 

In addition, the abundance of weaponry and lawlessness in Libya 
has also been linked to the recent coup in neighbouring Mali. 

Money well spent indeed, Mr. MacKay. 

Fathi Ghanai of the Maritime Libya Association speaks with Minister of 
Defence Peter MacKay last September. Those who wanted a storybook 
ending will have to wait. Some security analysts have blamed attacks 
on westerners in Benghazi on Islamist militants exploiting the security 

vacuum left after Gadhafi’s overthrow last year. The eastern city is now a 
hotspot for violence, with arms readily available and state security forces 

struggling to assert their authority. (mcpl leona chaisson, dnd)



 july 2012  esprit de corps  47

TEXTRON

NEW AD COMING

Textron and its Canadian partners are honoured to  
have been selected to provide the Canadian Forces’  
new Tactical Armoured Patrol Vehicle.

TEXTRONTAPV.CA
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