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AAs the political storm continues to swirl 
around the controversial purchase of the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the Conservatives 
have resorted to the age-old tactic of wrap-
ping themselves in the flag and declaring 
their love for our troops. 

Regardless of the costs and multi-billion-
dollar accounting glitches in their procure-
ment, the Harper government would have 
us all believe that (and I paraphrase for 
brevity) no price is too high to ensure that 
the men and women who wear the uniform 
will have the best possible equipment to 
defend Canada’s sovereignty, our core 
Canadian values and all things good in 
the world. In other words, anyone who 
questions the decision to purchase the F-35 
must be either anti-Canadian or pro-evil.

While such political rhetoric may play 
well as a retort during question period or 
in a media sound bite, the sad fact is that 
rarely — if ever — have the Canadian Forces 
deployed on operations with the best equip-
ment required. Given the lengthy lead time 
necessary for major military acquisitions 
and the comparative rapid rotations of the 
governing parties, there is often a justifiable 
measure of mutual finger-pointing when 
such projects attract negative attention.

For instance, the Conservatives are 
quick to remind Canadians that it was 
the Liberals who first entered Canada 
into the preliminary Joint Strike Fighter 
program. Similarly, when reports surfaced 
recently about the woeful state of our navy’s 
submarine fleet, the Conservatives voiced 
their continued support for the subs, but 
took the opportunity to remind all involved 

ON TARGET?

that it was the Liberals who had purchased 
the problem-plagued second-hand British 
boats in the first place.

When the Chrétien Liberal govern-
ment dispatched our first ground troops 
to Afghanistan in 2002, they deployed 
wearing dark green camouflage uniforms. 
Despite the fact that in the previous decade 
alone, Canadian soldiers had served in 
three separate desert environment missions 
(Western Sahara, Somalia and Eritrea), no 
one thought to keep desert camouflage 
in stock. 

When Canadians deployed to Kabul in 
2003, their main vehicle for transportation 
was the Iltis jeep. These worn-out, light-
weight utility vehicles had been earmarked 
for urgent replacement ten years earlier, 
but when Chrétien was elected in 1993 he 
scrapped the procurement project. It was 
only after three soldiers died in two separate 
incidents involving the Iltis did the govern-
ment move hastily towards acquiring the 
heavier, better-protected Mercedes-Benz 
Gelandewagens. 

In 1992, as part of their post-Cold War 
cost-cutting measures, the Mulroney Con-
servative government decided that, rather 
than upgrade the air force’s six Chinook 
heavy-lift helicopters, we would simply 
give the choppers away to the Netherlands. 

Fast-forward to 2006: the newly elected 
Harper Conservatives find they have 
inherited a worsening combat mission in 
southern Afghanistan. With road travel 
becoming increasingly dangerous, the 

e

Political interference in military 
procurement is nothing new in  

Canada. The F-35 controversy is just the 
latest in a long string of boondoggles.
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T his is a column written by Don Chap-
man in the Vancouver Observer that I 

thought readers of Esprit de Corps would 
appreciate:

Ninety-five years ago, 3,598 British 
soldiers, all dressed in Canadian military 
uniforms, died at the battle of Vimy Ridge.

Or at least that’s what happened, accord-
ing to the Canadian government.

In January, Citizenship and Immigra-
tion (CIC) officials sent a letter denying 
citizenship to Jackie Scott — daughter of a 
Canadian war veteran soldier and a British 
war bride — arguing that her Toronto-born 
father was not in fact a Canadian, despite 
having fought for his country. Instead, the 
letter stated that Scott’s father was a “Brit-
ish subject” because Canadian citizenship 
didn’t exist prior to 1947.

By this argument, none of the 112,000 
Canadian soldiers who fought and died while 

serving in Canadian uniforms during World 
War I and World War II were Canadian at 
all — including those 3,598 Vimy Ridge 
casualties. Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
issued a statement on April 9th saying that 
the government “is proud to pay tribute to 
those who fought in this historical battle,” 
seemingly in contradiction with the repeated 
denial of Canadian citizenship to children of 
war veterans.

As most Canadians know, Canada be-
came a separate country under the British 
North American Act in 1867. One year later, 
the first unique form of “Canadian” identity 
was adopted. 

Word for word, it stated, “Married women, 
minors, lunatics, and idiots” is classified 
under the same national status as their 
partner, guardian or caregiver. A product 
of its time, the law meant married women 
were property, or chattel of their husbands. 

Children were chattel of their fathers if born 
in wedlock, and chattel of their mothers 
if born out-of wedlock. That’s the core of 
the Vimy problem: the government still 
defines citizenship based on those archaic 
chattel laws.

While some discriminatory aspects of the 
antiquated Citizenship Act were corrected 
in 2009, the bureaucrats and politicians de-
cided to retroactively undo the discrimination 
going back only to January 1, 1947. 

 That means that many of those defined 
as “chattel” — people who still live in Can-
ada — are being actively denied Canadian 
citizenship, and all the rights that go with it. 

This is a serious violation of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

Prior to 1947, Canadian women who 
married non-British status men lost their 
Canadian status upon marriage; children 
were considered “property” of their fathers if 
born in wedlock, and property of their moth-
ers if born out-of wedlock. While the “married 
women” issue was recently resolved, the 
wedlock issue continues to this date. Worse, 
Harper’s government is actually enforcing 
the pre-1947 legislation. The Canadian 
government’s only reasons for denying cit-
izenship had to do with discrimination based 
on age, gender, and family status — all sup-
posedly protected by the Charter of Rights.

Canadians can and must do better. It’s 
time to reclaim all our people — regardless 
of the circumstances of their birth — and 
we must embrace every one of our fallen 
soldiers. Anything less, quite seriously, 
violates our cherished Canadian values of 
acceptance.

Lest we forget, and lest we ignore.
Robin Brentnall, CD

BRITISH SUBJECTS FIGHTING FOR CANADA

Men of the 29th Battalion of the Canadian Corps advanced across no-man’s-land in 
the assault on Vimy Ridge on April 9, 1917, in what would become one of the greatest 

battles in Canadian history. Shockingly, some of the descendents of the men who 
fought and died for Canada during The Great War are being denied their Canadian 

citizenship and all the rights that go along with it. (nac/pa-1020)
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espritdecorp@idirect.com 
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#204-1066 Somerset St. W.,  

Ottawa, ON K1Y 4T3

Letters to the editor may be edited for space 
and clarity at the discretion of the editor.

NO ROLE FOR F-35S
We don’t need F-35s at any price. There is 
no military requirement for them. We should 
not burden our children and grandchildren 
by making them pay for this colossal waste!

Ask yourself to imagine a credible scen-
ario that could arise and be countered by 
65 F-35s or, for that matter, fighter aircraft 
of any type. I doubt if you can come up with 
a realistic scenario.

The interception of the odd Russian 
aircraft just outside our territorial borders 
has been going on since the 1970s. The 
intercepts were done with CF-101s and now 
with CF-18s. The Russian aircraft presented 
no threat then and they present no threat 
now. An all-out attack would be insane and 
involve ICBMs. No role for the F-35. 

Further, why would we, in support of 
NATO, be buying an aircraft capable of at-
tacking third world nations? That makes no 
sense to me. Do Canadians want to be a 
part of that organization? I think not!

Further, if an airliner approaching any ma-
jor airport in the world turns rogue it would be 
on its intended target before any meaningful 
action could be taken to stop it. No role for 
fighter aircraft. In this case we must simply 
be ready to pick up the pieces that such an 
insane action would cause.

Many countries get by without fighter-type 
aircraft. We cannot defend ourselves against 
an insane all out massive air attack. No mat-
ter, that is not going to happen. Those who 
covet our resources are buying them! No 
role here for fighter-type aircraft.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a few 
token fighter aircraft for use at air shows are 
always impressive. What a waste!

As I see it, the real threat to our sover-
eignty is an economic threat. The Russians, 

Chinese and Americans want and need our 
resources. It is not in their interest to bomb 
us. Rather, they are buying our country.

For our part, the threat is that unaffordable 
actions by our government will bankrupt 
our country and compromise our ability to 
do what is necessary to defend against the 
real threat. To defend our “sovereignty” we 
need to counter the economic threat to our 
Arctic, protect our coastal fisheries, deal 
with internal unrest, root out terrorist cells 
and, most importantly, keep our country 
financially viable. No role here for the F-35.

In support of our most important ally and 
neighbour to the south, since we are not a 
super power, we must ensure that they are 
never threatened by activities that occur or 
originate in this country. That will allow them 
to handle “the big stuff” they always have. 
To say otherwise is to be kidding ourselves 
about our own importance.

As has happened to Mr. MacKay, Mr. 
Fantino, et al, please guard against getting 
overwhelmed by DND with their claims of 
their “needs,” some of which involve un-
necessary war toys. On this issue one must 
truly think “outside the box.”

Sidney Popham

WAR AMPS

NEW AD 
COMING

In July 2010 Minister of National 
Defence Peter MacKay, flanked by 
Minister of Industry Tony Clement, 

Public Works Minister Rona Ambrose 
and Parliamentary Secretary Jacques 
Gourde, made the announcement that 

the Government of Canada would 
purchase the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
aircraft as a replacement for the CF-18 

fleet, beginning in 2016. However, 
the costly purchase has again come 

under fire following the release of the 
Auditor General's report.  

(mcpl angela abbey, dnd)
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by David Pugliese

W ith the announcement of the winners of the Na-
tional Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy (NSPS) 
late last year, work can finally get underway on 
the renewal of the government’s naval and coast 

guard fleets. And although that process will still take years, as 
specific ship contracts are negotiated and hammered out, the focus 
of many maritime industry firms at CANSEC 2012 will be about 
what they can bring to the table for the government and Royal 
Canadian Navy (RCN) for its new vessels.

The main winners of the National Shipbuilding Procurement 
Strategy are Irving Shipbuilding’s Halifax yards and Seaspan/
Vancouver Shipyards Co., with facilities in Vancouver and Victoria, 
British Columbia.

In total, NSPS projects are estimated to cost more than $30 
billion over the next 20 to 30 years. So it’s not surprising that Jim 
Irving, the CEO of Irving Shipbuilding, called the awarding of the 
NSPS “a great day for shipbuilding in Canada.”

Irving will construct 21 combat vessels while Seaspan will build 
the non-combat vessel work package of seven vessels in total; the 

latter package includes ships for both the Royal Canadian Navy 
and Canadian Coast Guard. 

But CANSEC 2012 exhibitor Seaspan also received good news 
from the latest federal budget when it learned that the Canadian 
Coast Guard would be looking to spend $5.2 billion on additional 
vessels under the NSPS. Seaspan CEO Jonathan Whitworth said 
the announcement in the budget of the new ships highlights the 
government’s commitment to Vancouver Shipyards under the 
NSPS.

While the building of new vessels is important, what goes on 
board the ships and how those systems are integrated will also be 
the focus of a number of CANSEC 2012 exhibitors.

It’s full steam ahead for naval producers  
showcasing their wares at CANSEC

Water breaks over the bow of HMCS Charlottetown as it heads into big 
waves during Operation ACTIVE ENDERVOUR with Standing NATO 
Maritime Group 1 in February 2012. Under OP ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR, 
the mandate of the Canadian frigates that patrolled the Mediterranean 
Sea was limited to detection and deterrence of activities related to 
terrorism, thereby enhancing the security and stability in the area.  
(cpl ronnie kinnie, formation imaging services, halifax, dnd)

It’s full steam ahead for naval producers  
showcasing their wares at CANSEC
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Raytheon Canada will be highlighting its weapon systems that 
are available for future RCN warships such as the Canadian Surface 
Combatant Ships (CSCS). 

The first group of Canadian surface combatants is expected to 
be outfitted with air defence and command and control capabilities, 
allowing them to replace the aging Iroquois-class ships. Later 
groups of surface combatants will replace the Halifax-class frigates.

Raytheon has already made a presentation to Defence Depart-
ment officials about outfitting the surface combatants with the 
most up-to-date generation of Tomahawk cruise missiles. Any such 
installation of cruise missiles on board a Canadian warship would 
be a first for the RCN.

Other potential Raytheon weapon systems for the CSCS 
could include the SeaRAM anti-ship missile defense weapon. 
The SeaRAM system is a spiral development of key attributes of 
the Phalanx Close-In Weapon System and the Rolling Airframe 
Missile (RAM) Guided Weapon System, Raytheon points out. 
An 11-missile RAM launcher assembly replaces Phalanx’s 20mm 
gun. SeaRAM combines RAM’s accuracy, extended range and 
high manoeuvrability with the Phalanx Block 1B’s high-resolution 
search-and-track sensor systems and quick-response capability, 
according to the company.

L-3 Communications is also trying to position itself to bid 
on the various navy programs, including the Canadian Surface 
Combatant Ship project. Peter Gartenburg, vice-president of L-3’s 
Canadian operations, has said the firm can contribute in a number 
of technology areas, including power generation and distribution 
systems and integrated communications throughout the ship.

For instance, in September, L-3 MAPPS announced that it has 
teamed with British Columbia-based Offshore Systems Limited 
(OSL) to provide solutions for RCN programs. The company 

noted that the latest generation of L-3 MAPPS’ Integrated Platform 
Management System (IPMS) – a solution originally developed for 
the Royal Canadian Navy almost 30 years ago – would be integrated 
with OSL’s ECPINS navigation and Integrated Bridge System 
(IBS) to provide an integrated ship management system for use in 
various navy programs under NSPS.

Work on the $2.6 billion Joint Support Ship (JSS) project 
will be highlighted by a number of firms exhibiting at CANSEC. 
Seaspan will build the new ships, with the first to be delivered in 
2017, according to RCN officers. The service has been considering 
the Cantabria-class design from Navantia as well as a new design 
provided by BMT Fleet Technologies.

CANSEC 2012 exhibitor ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems will 
be promoting its Berlin-class, which is also being considered for 
JSS by the Royal Canadian Navy.

In March, ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems and Public Works 
and Government Services Canada (PWGSC) signed a contract in 
Hamburg for a multiphase design study for the JSS that would 
be based on the German navy’s Berlin-class Task Group Supply 
Vessel (EGV), specifically modified to meet Canadian requirements. 
The agreement between Public Works and ThyssenKrupp Marine 
Systems includes the provisions for a licensing agreement for the 
use of the EGV design for the construction in and deployment of 
the ships by Canada should the EGV design be selected.

Those who visit Lockheed Martin’s CANSEC exhibit will see 
highlights from the firm’s lead role in the Halifax-class frigate 

The new SeaRAM is an anti-ship missile defence weapon that could soon 
find its way onto Canadian ships. According to Raytheon, the SeaRAM is 
a spiral development of key attributes of the Phalanx Close-In Weapon 
System and the Rolling Airframe Missile (RAM) Guided Weapon System. 
SeaRAM is designed to extend the inner layer battlespace and enable 
the ship to effectively engage multiple high-performance, supersonic and 
subsonic threats. In this new anti-ship weapon system, an 11-missile RAM 
launcher assembly replaces the Phalanx’s 20mm gun; it also combines 
the RAM’s superior accuracy, extended range and high maneuverability 
with the Phalanx Block 1B’s high resolution search-and-track sensor 
systems and reliable quick-response capability. Furthermore, because 
the above-deck system fits the exact footprint of the Phalanx, uses the 
same power, an upgrade to the SeaRAM requires minimal shipboard 
modification. (courtesy of raytheon)

In October 2001, HMCS Iroquois led HMCS Preserver and HMCS 
Charlottetown out of Gibraltar Bay on their way to the Arabian Sea for 
Operation APOLLO, Canada’s military contribution to the international 
campaign against terrorism. The 40-year-old Iroquois-class destroyers will 
be replaced by the new Canadian Surface Combatant Ships as part of the 
NSPS, while the 20-year-old Halifax-class frigates will undergo a refit of its 
combat systems integration project — the modernization of the command 
and control system, radars and tactical data links — and will eventually be 
replaced by the CSCS. (mcpl brian walsh, combat camera)
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refit. It is overseeing the combat systems integration project – a 
major modernization of the command and control system, radars 
and tactical data links. Lockheed Martin also hopes to play a 
similar role on the Arctic/Offshore Patrol and Canadian Surface 
Combatant Ships.

But CANSEC is also about highlighting the company’s strengths 
overall, rather than specific future programs, says Lockheed Martin 
spokesman Mike Barton.

“We don’t see CANSEC as a venue to promote our interest in 
specific future projects, but more as one where we can show the 
customer our capabilities and our strengths overall,” explained 
Barton.

The other big Royal Canadian Navy project that some companies 
will highlight is their involvement in the Victoria-class submarine 
program.

After much-publicized delays and problems, the RCN is insist-
ent that the submarine program is getting back on track. HMCS 
Victoria has been to sea on the west coast and the boat has fired 
its first exercise torpedo. HMCS Windsor is undergoing sea trials 
on the east coast.

HMCS Corner Brook is being repaired after suffering damage 
when it hit the ocean floor during a training dive last summer. It 
will then go into a major refit and will not be back at sea until 
2015/2016.

HMCS Chicoutimi will be at sea in 2013, according to Vice-
Admiral Paul Maddison, the head of the RCN. A fourth submarine 

will be with industry, undergoing maintenance, he added.
Babcock is a key player in the submarine program. The 

engineering services provider notes it is the prime contractor for 
the Victoria-class in-service support contract, employing over 150 
people in Ottawa, Victoria, and Halifax. (Babcock first established 
a presence in Canada in 2007 when they set up the Canadian 
Submarine Management Group, or CSMG, as a joint venture 
with Weir Canada.)

BAE Systems also has a strong presence in Canada and involve-
ment with naval projects such as the reactivation and in-service 
support of the Victoria-class submarines. BAE also has its eye on 
the surface components of the RCN’s fleet. 

In early 2009, as part of the Halifax-class modernization, the 
Canadian government awarded BAE a contract to modernize the 
14 guns on board the frigates (57mm Mk2 guns), as well as one 

According to the NSPS, the Joint Support Ship is a critical component for 
achieving success in both international and domestic Canadian Forces 
missions; built by Seaspan, the first of the two ships is to be delivered 
in 2017. The ships will increase the range and endurance of naval task 
groups, permitting them to remain at sea for significant periods of time 
without returning to port for replenishment. The Joint Support Ships 
will replace the two existing Protecteur-class auxiliary oil replenishment 
(AOR) vessels. One of the contending designs is the Berlin-class from 
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems. Pictured at left is the Federal German 
Navy’s auxiliary FGS Frankfurt-am-Main AOR departing the UK’s 
Portsmouth Naval Base. The largest vessels of the Deutsch Marine, these 
ships carry fuel, provisions, ammunition and other materiel, as well as 
provide medical services. (brian burnell)

Petty Officer 2nd Class David Johnston, a senior weapons technician and 
torpedo instructor, prepares the exercise version of the Mk48 
Heavyweight Torpedo to be fired on board the submarine HMCS Victoria 
on March 13, 2012. Victoria conducted a series of weapon system trials 
at sea including multiple firings of the exercise version of the Mk48 
at Canadian Forces Maritime Experimental Test Ranges (CFMETR) 
in Nanoose Bay, B.C. These trials are an important milestone for the 
Victoria-class submarine program as Victoria is the first submarine in 
the fleet to fire the reusable exercise version of the Mk48 Heavyweight 
Torpedo. Further weapon system trials are scheduled for the spring of 
2012. Victoria was also conducting equipment trials and crew training 
so the submarine can be declared fully operational later this summer. In 
mid-March 2012 the boat participated in a naval task group exercise off 
the west coast of Vancouver Island, where she took part in multi-ship anti-
submarine exercises. (david malysheff, dnd)
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at the Canadian Forces Naval Engineering School and another 
operational spare with a new Mk3 configuration. BAE is also 
promoting its Bofors 40mm Mk4 naval gun system.

In addition, BAE has had a role in the Arctic/Offshore Patrol 
Ship (AOPS) project, providing support to BMT Fleet Technology 
who, in 2008, was awarded the engineering support contract for 
AOPS.

Improving maritime and coastal surveillance is also of interest for 
the RCN, prompting some CANSEC 2012 exhibitors to highlight 
their systems in that area.

Denny Roberts, Raytheon’s manager in Canada, says the 
firm will be promoting its High Frequency Surface Wave Radar 
(HFSWR) at the trade show. This radar is unique in that it can 
track objects at much greater ranges than conventional line-of-sight 
microwave radars. 

The HFSWR transmits high frequency waves that follow the 
curvature of the Earth to detect and track targets hundreds of 
kilometres beyond the horizon. It uses the ocean as a conducting 
surface to increase its range. Microwave radars are restricted to 
distances defined by the line-of-sight or the horizon, with detection 
not much beyond 30 nautical miles.

In January, Defence Minister Peter MacKay announced that the 
government had awarded Raytheon Canada a $7 million contract to 
build and install the next-generation HFSWR system and to assess 
the performance of this technology in an operational environment.

In addition, exactEarth Ltd., a company jointly owned by COM 
DEV International Ltd and HISDESAT Servicios Estratégicos 
S.A., has over the years promoted its maritime domain awareness 

CANSEC PREVIEW ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 76

systems at CANSEC. exactEarth’s product is a global vessel tracking 
and maritime domain monitoring system based on a space-based 
AIS (Automatic Identification System) detection technology. The 
firm notes that by using space-based tracking its customers are 
provided with details of ship movements beyond the 50-nautical-
mile limit of ground-based AIS receivers.

Also in the space domain is CANSEC 2012 exhibitor Mac-
Donald, Dettwiler and Associates Ltd., which already provides 
maritime surveillance services to the Defence Department through 
information gathered by the RADARSAT 2 satellite.

Cassidian, the defence and security division of EADS, has 
introduced a new security radar into the market aimed at wide-area 
protection of coastlines, maritime infrastructure and harbours 
against asymmetric threats.  The SPEXER 2000 Coastal was 
launched in December at the Langkawi International Maritime 
and Aerospace Exhibition in Malaysia.

The system is part of Cassidian’s SPEXER security radar 
family that, according to the company, consists of several sensors, 
each optimized for specific applications in the fields of border, 
infrastructure, perimeter and coastal surveillance.

Other firms will use CANSEC 2012 to further bolster their 
presence in Canada. Rockwell Collins, a CANSEC sponsor, is 
expanding its presence and commitment to Canadian defence 
through its facilities in Ottawa and Montreal. It notes that its Ot-
tawa facility specializes in the design and development of wireless, 

Upgrading the on-board guns of the Halifax-class frigates to the Bofors 40 
Mk4 is just one of the many modernization projects the Royal Canadian 
Navy is undertaking as part of its National Shipbuilding Procurement 
Strategy (NSPS). Currently the frigates are equipped with the Bofors 
SAK 57mm (70 calibre) Mk2, a dual-purpose (anti-aircraft and anti-
ship) automatic gun that is housed in an unmanned plastic turret, which 
produces a low radar cross-section. The turret, which is 2.6 m high, 
6.3 m long and 3.4 m in width, is controlled from a panel in the combat 
information centre by an operator. The system also features a stabilization 
system which uses rate gyros to detect ship movement and to provide 
stabilization orders. The hydraulically operated loading system for the 
Mark 2 is automated. When the loading procedure is complete there are 
120 rounds in the turret. (dnd)

The Automatic Identification System (AIS) is an automatic tracking system 
used on ships and by vessel traffic services (VTS) for identifying and 
locating vessels by electronically exchanging data with other nearby 
ships and AIS base stations. AIS information supplements marine radar, 
which continues to be the primary method of collision avoidance for 
water transport. Information provided by AIS equipment, such as unique 
identification, position, course, and speed, can be displayed on a screen 
or an ECDIS. AIS is intended to assist a vessel’s watchstanding officers 
and allow maritime authorities to track and monitor vessel movements. 
For military ships, additional encryption and security measures are 
required. (mercator media 2012)
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F-35: Separating fact from fiction

NDP COMMENT ... CONT’D ON P. 74

the operational and support capabilities 
expected by the warfighter, but the hard-
ware and the software for these systems 
are immature and unproven at this time.” 
Similarly, its stealth capabilities are far 
from proven. According to a recent report 
in Aviation Weekly, test flights at design 
speed in December caused the stealth 
fibre-matting to peel and bubble.

But it is the case, as well, that these 
developmental delays exist because the 

Joint Strike Fighter Program is a shambles. 
The program’s executive officer has ac-
knowledged that the program’s high degree 
of concurrency — between development, 
testing and production — was “a miscalcu-
lation.” The program is already into its fifth 
procurement plan. The first procurement 
plan projected 1,600 F-35s in the skies 
today. As it is, there are 63 prototypes. 

The concurrency issue impacts directly 
and profoundly on program costs. Already, 
the program has incurred nearly $400 mil-
lion in costs to correct deficiencies in the 
few aircraft it has built so far. More prob-
lematically, design changes “are expected to 
persist at an elevated pace through 2019,” 
according to the GAO. 

With the technology of this plane still 
in its infancy, with rigorous testing still at 
least three years away and with production 
continuously delayed, the third truth 
is: nobody knows what this plane will 

RECENTLY, THE AUDITOR-GENERAL 
(AG) laid bare not everything, but enough 
to confirm that the only responsible path to 
Canada’s next fleet of fighter jets is by way 
of an open, transparent and competitive 
tender. The benefit of such a process is the 
truth — something in very short supply 
to date.

Parliament’s independent watchdogs 
— the AG and the Parliamentary Budget 
Officer (PBO) — have been invaluable 
sources of information to Parliament and, 
by extension, to Canadians. Within the 
scope of their offices, they have revealed im-
portant facts, figures and discrepancies and 
pointed to even more. But full disclosure 
would be the benefit of an open, transpar-
ent and competitive bidding process. 

So, what truths would be exposed by 
such a process? 

The first casualty of the government’s 
story to date would be the fiction that the 
F-35 is a fighter jet. Truth be told, it is at 
this time more concept than reality. Flight 
testing is only about 20 per cent complete, 
with the most challenging flight tests still 
years off. According to the March 2012 
testimony of the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO), testing is still at 
the point of verifying that the plane “will 
work as intended.” The recent news that the 
F-35 doesn’t meet one of its “mandatory 
requirements” missed the point that, as of 
now and for some time into the future, the 
F-35 doesn’t meet any of the mandatory 
requirements — unless general air worthi-
ness is one of them. 

This is, in essence, the second truth: 
nobody really knows when we will be able 
to determine what requirements the F-35 
is capable of meeting. This plane is still 
very early in its development. According 
to the GAO, “[The] JSF’s mission systems 
and logistics systems are critical to realizing 

ultimately cost. We know only that the 
price is rising — rapidly. Recently released 
figures from the Pentagon show a 5 per 
cent increase in acquisition costs and a 10 
per cent increase in operating and support 
costs since last year. 

The total F-35 program cost now stands 
at $1.5 trillion, with far more significant 
cost risks still ahead when the more complex 
software and advanced capabilities are 
integrated and flight tested. Given that the 
F-35 full capabilities, as advertised, depend 
on 24 million lines of code — three times 
as much as the F-22A Raptor and six times 
as much as the F-18 Super Hornet — these 
risks cannot be overstated.

The final truth to emerge from an open, 
transparent and competitive tender would 
be just how far from the truth about the 
F-35 the Canadian public has been held to 
date — particularly with respect to cost. 
The AG’s recent report has identified a 
gap between the life cycle cost estimates 
issued by the Government for public 
consumption ($15 billion) and the Defence 
Department’s life cycle cost estimates ($25 
billion) that were kept hidden from the 
public. While the size of this gap — $10 
billion — is alarming, the true gap between 
what the public has been told and a sound 
life cycle estimate is much larger. 

The government’s misleading estimates 
begin with their use of per plane acquisi-
tion costs that date back to 2006. Recent 
estimates suggest that $11 billion for 

“The total F-35 program cost now 
stands at $1.5 trillion ...”

Matthew Kellway, 
is the Member of 

Parliament for Beaches 
– East York. He is an 

experienced policy analyst.
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Competence. It must be somewhere, 
surely. Well, Auditor General Michael 
Ferguson went looking for some while 
investigating the F-35 procurement pro-
cess. What he found was bad accounting, 
misinformation, and willful ignorance, 
essentially the sort of behaviour you see on 
Wall Street and the boardrooms of some 
of the world’s more renowned (perhaps 
notorious) financial institutions.

Specifically, he found that the Depart-
ment of National Defence doesn’t seem to 
consider an extra 16 years of operational life-
time worth mentioning when considering 
how much it might cost to own and operate 
a fifth-generation fighter jet. He found that 
senior defence officials, along with the CDS, 
the minister of National Defence and his 
staff need to take some basic accounting 
courses; that or never be allowed to price 
shop again. He found the most expensive 
procurement contract in Canadian history 
was being driven more by the interests of 
industry lobbyists than by those of Canadian 
citizens and taxpayers. Same old stuff, in 
short, but nary a competent act to be found. 
Stealth indeed.

But hope springs eternal and Ferguson’s 
report has at least bought Canadians some 
time to see if a capable hand is out there 
somewhere. For it made The Harper Gov-
ernment™ blink. Where once Canadians 
could expect the herd-like enthusiasm of 

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com

THE F-35 JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER IS 
a big piece of kit. It’s 50 feet long, 35 feet 
wide, and weighs the better part of 15 tons. 
You’d figure it would be hard to miss, but 
reportedly it looks no bigger than a golf ball 
on a radar screen. That’s stealth for you. 
When you’ve got something big, bold and 
beautiful but don’t want anyone to see it, 
then you get stealthy. The F-35 promises 
a lot, but no one will ever see it. Stealth.

Now, many Canadians would be forgiven 
for thinking they too were promised 
something big, bold and beautiful back 
in 2006. It was to be something majestic, 
something to stir the heart of democratic, 
fiscally responsible Canadians everywhere: 
transparency and honesty coupled with 
prudence and governmental competence. 
Sure, the details might not have come across 
as everyone’s cup of tea, but after the years 
of scandal, petty infighting, dishonesty and 
entitlement, the assurance of something new 
and better took hold of many a Canadian’s 
imagination. Good, honest government in 
short; what a thought, eh?

It lasted about as long as a well-driven 
Titleist ™ might on an anti-aircraft target 
screen. Transparency went the way of smoke 
goggles, honesty disappeared faster than a 
game of Three-card Monte, and the ability to 
manage federal tax dollars was as fleeting as 
an early morning fog. The list of lapses is long 
and sordid, from fired or ignored ombuds-
men, auditors and conscientious managers to 
wayward spending and broken promises that 
might seem better placed in a Greek tragedy 
than the parliamentary Hansard. 

Associate Defence Minister Julian Fantino 
to expound the virtues of all things F-35, 
there is now silence. Stephen Harper has 
called for a full review of the whole process. 

A good thing too, because there are 
a whole lot of unanswered questions 
and more than a few that have not even 
been asked. There are the more specific 
considerations, such as whether Canada 
actually needs a fifth-generation fighter, 
or maybe an upgraded fourth version, or 
drones, or perhaps even a scaled back air 
force that concentrates on strategic lift and 
search and rescue. 

Yet these are questions better answered 
once Canadians figure out just how they 
want their country to act on the world stage 
and at home — our foreign and domestic 
priorities. It’s a debate long exhausted 
amongst pundits, but long overdue amongst 
Canadians and the parliamentarians who 
represent them.

And it’s the sort of thing that needs 
some competence to handle. You won’t 
find it in the minister of National Defence, 
whose best debating points on the subject 
were that the F-35 is cheap and will be a 
great source of recruitment for budding 
fighter pilots who apparently were waffling 
between free training in a CF-18 fighter 
and spending their parents’ retirement 
learning to fly a Cessna. You won’t find 
it in the federal opposition, too busy in 
endless campaigning, be it for leadership 
positions or a never-ending federal election, 
to do more than bray ineffectually for the 
head of just about everybody across the 
commons floor.

And you wouldn’t have expected it from 
Stephen Harper either if the weight of 
numbers, arguments, and sheer good sense 
hadn’t finally made him blink. We might see 
the promise of competence appear yet, and 
we just may have the F-35 to thank for it. 

When competence is as stealthy as an F-35

e

“Stephen 
Harper 

has called 
for a full 
review of 
the whole 
process”
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War drums, Netanyahu, and Jenkins’s ear

IRAN COMMENT ... CONT’D ON P. 74

is a threat to Iran. Persia, 2,500 years ago, 
was the world’s first and most benevolent 
empire. Later, in 1828, Russia seized Geor-
gia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan from Persia 
and, in 1881, Turkmenistan. In 1907 the 
UK and Russia divided Persia into spheres 
of influence, then in WWI, both moved 
in. The UK stayed to exploit the oil, most 
useful in converting the Royal Navy from 
coal to oil. In 1935 Persia became Iran. 
During WWII, neutral Iran was occupied 

first by the UK and USSR, then the US 
moved in and basically mimicked the 
Soviets’ behaviour. All of these powers were 
content to exploit Iran’s oil. 

In 1951 democratically-elected Moham-
mad Mossadegh made social reforms and 
nationalized the oil. This democracy, like 
the one in Gaza, hurt the interests of 
the West. The CIA and MI6 engineered 
the 1953 coup that reinstated Shah Reza 
Pahlevi, who made some reforms like 
female suffrage. Iran would later serve on 
UN peacekeeping missions in the Congo 
and Golan Heights. The US had Iran 
start a nuclear program, hoping to sell 
it 18 reactors, and had no objections to 
it acquiring nuclear weapons. In 1979, 
dislike for the Shah’s harsh police and his 
heavy reliance on US power led to the 
“Islamic Revolution” that returned exiled 
Ayatollah Khomenei, who scrapped the 
bomb program as un-Islamic. In 1980, 

AM I MISSING SOMETHING? I JUST 
cannot find any honest reason for the West’s  
current persecution of Iran. Sure, we dislike 
the regime, but so do many Iranians who 
now dislike us because of all the harm we 
have caused their nation; a nation that, in 
modern history, has never launched a war 
of choice. It reminds me of Jenkins’s ear. 

When building colonies in the Carib-
bean, Britain tolerated many provocations 
from Spain, because it was unprepared for 
war. Years later when it was prepared, there 
were no excuses for war. That was until, in a 
minor 1731 incident, the brig Rebecca was 
boarded by the Spanish, its cargo seized, 
and Captain Robert Jenkins’ ear sliced off 
in the scuffle. In 1738 his encased ear was 
paraded in the House of Commons and 
used as an excuse to declare war on Spain, 
which resulted in 20,000 casualties and 
407 ships sunk as the war evolved into the 
Austrian Succession dispute.

Today, relations among the people of 
Iran and Israel are excellent. In Iran, 50 
Jewish synagogues, schools and hospitals 
have never been harmed and 200,000 
Iranian Jews live peacefully in Israel. Yet 
President Benjamin Netanyahu, needing 
to distract world condemnation from his 
continued persecution of and stealing land 
from the Palestinians, latched on to a few 
ill-chosen words spoken by Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, president of Iran. Words that 
implied Israel should be wiped off the map 
and that the Holocaust never happened. 
In this, Netanyahu conveniently ignored 
the rest of his rhetoric that the Holocaust 
was caused by Europeans and should be 
compensated for by Europeans and not 
by Palestinians. That Jews have a perfect 
right to live in Palestine, but not in a state 
superimposed and run exclusively by them.

The current Iranian government is no 
threat to the US; it is no threat to Israel; it 

Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, backed by the 
West, invaded, taking a million lives and 
using western-supplied poison gas on Iran 
that had banned such weapons. Iran then 
backed about 30 killing incidents around 
the world.

It is vital to realize that the entire Mid-
dle East teems with minorities who have 
unfulfilled dreams, and that many groups 
are still persecuted. Sadly, many of them 
would behave no better should they acquire 
power. We in the more fortunate world 
need to resurrect the belief that did shine 
to varying degrees from the Persian to the 
British Empires, that imperialism meant 
responsibility, that others need respect and 
understanding and to support those among 
us who have provided genuine and selfless 
help. Rudyard Kipling voiced aspects of this 
in his “White Man’s Burden.” 

We are too prone to label groups like 
Hezbollah and Hamas as terrorists. Yes, 
Iran has helped them, but they are not 
puppets of Iran; they are indigenous 
responses to Israeli invasions, slaughter and 
destruction. Like so many other countries, 
Israel has been its own worst enemy. It is 
a pity, as it could be the area’s enlightened 
hope. While exploiting for its own good, 
the British Empire, like several others, did 
more good than harm, thanks to dedicated 
civil servants. A most difficult task as no one 
enjoys the humiliation of being shown by 
outsiders how to live better.

Iran banned biological weapons in 1973 

“We punish 
Iran merely 
on suspicion 

that [it could] 
make a 

bomb against 
Israel’s never-
admitted 200”

George Sweanor, 
an RCAF veteran, is the 
editor of the 971 RCAF 

Air Marshal Slemon Wing 
of the AFAC 
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EdEC: There has been some rare good news on the status of the 
submarine fleet recently. HMCS Windsor has completed its refit and 
has hit the water. What is the plan for Windsor going forward?
MADDISON: Windsor is doing exactly what we said she would 
do. She is following in HMCS Victoria’s footsteps, and about to 

ESPRIT DE CORPS: As a result of the 2012 budget, the Canadian 
Forces will not be increased from 68,000 to 70,000 personnel as 
originally planned. Will that freeze impact navy operations?
VADM MADDISON: No, it won’t have an impact on naval 
operations. It would have provided perhaps a bit more flexibility in 
how we can look for reasonable growth in those areas that require 
it, as we mature and build the future force. But the support of the 
federal government has always been clear in terms of sustained 
funding and 68,000 is enough to excel in operations today and 
prepare for tomorrow.

On September 15, 2011, Vice-Admiral Paul Maddison, Commander 
Royal Canadian Navy, addressed the Honour Guard upon his arrival to 
the Maritime Forces Pacific/Joint Task Force Pacific. (mcpl angela abbey, 
marpac imaging services, dnd)

C ommander of the Royal Canadian Navy, Vice-Admiral Paul Maddison joined the Canadian Forces in 1975 
at the age of 17, and graduated from Royal Military College Saint-Jean in 1980. Since then, Maddison has 
been around the block a few times, including two operational deployments to the Persian Gulf. Now Maddison 

is at the helm of a navy in transformation. The largest procurement contract in Canadian military history will provide 
our naval force with new capabilities, while existing assets are going through refits and upgrades to increase its lethality. 

Despite commanding the navy in a challenging time, Vice-Admiral Paul Maddison took the time to sit down 
with Esprit de Corps in mid-April to discuss the state of the navy and what we can look forward to in the future.

F E A T U R E

VAdm Paul Maddison:
Plotting a future course 
for the RCN

VAdm Paul Maddison:
Plotting a future course 
for the RCN
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enter trials. As planned, Windsor is about a year behind Victoria. 
She’s off the Synchrolift and she’s in the water. She needs to go 
through a number of engineering and technical trials and tests that 
are all part of the ramp up to higher readiness, which will include 
firing the Mk48 torpedo in early 2013, which is where Victoria 
is today in 2012. She will be ready to deploy for Canada on the 
east coast in 2013.

EdEC: There was some concern expressed recently in the media about 
the lack of training received by submariners; is that a concern for the 
state of the fleet?
MADDISON: My focus is always on our people. It’s always 
been about readiness and about training and finding the right 
opportunities for our sailors to go to sea, and build those critical 
and perishable individual and collective skill sets that drive a ship’s 
company to success. With the submarine program, we have made 
it a priority to optimize the sea days that we’ve had for core 
submariner training proficiency. 

Do we have the same skill levels today that we had 15 to 20 
years ago, when each submarine was getting 200-plus days a year at 
sea? No. The focus here has always been on getting to that steady 
state of sustaining two boats at sea — one on either coast — at 
high readiness, with a third boat underway at a slightly reduced 
level of readiness on either coast, depending where we are at in 
the cycling of submarines.

So we have turned the corner here in terms of providing real 
at-sea time for our submariners, so we will deliberately and very 
professionally build on the core submariner experience we have 
at sea today.

EdEC: So there will be no cuts to the submarine fleet at all as a result 
of the budget?
MADDISON: No. The approach by the Government of Canada 
with respect to readiness in the Canadian Forces has been to not, 
in any way, compromise the successes the Canadian Forces have 
had at sea or in the air. The focus has been on finding ways to 
contribute to deficit reduction by looking for inefficiencies and 
redundancies that can be eliminated. 

With respect to submarines, being my number one priority in 
terms of generating readiness, that has not been the focus at all. 
And I don’t see any decision coming out of the budget or the 
deficit reductions that will impact submarines in a negative way.

EdEC: Operationally speaking, what is out there on the horizon 
waiting for the navy? What’s the priority?
MADDISON: Right now HMCS Charlottetown is forward 
deployed for Canada. She’s in the Mediterranean. This flows from 
success in the air and sea campaigns off of Libya in which the 
Charlottetown and HMCS Vancouver both played a critical role in 
achieving sea control and contributing to decisions and operations 
ashore in such a way that Libyan lives were saved and pro-Gadhafi 
forces were defeated. As a result of that, the government of 
Canada has seen fit to maintain a high readiness moving forward 
throughout 2012. That’s certainly a priority.

In our own waters, we have a frigate deployed off the Grand 
Banks of Newfoundland in support of the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans. This is a routine sovereignty and surveillance exercise, 
because most important is knowing what’s happening in the ap-
proaches to Canada and being able to respond.

I’ve also got folks up in the Arctic. And the Arctic is increasingly 
becoming a focus of the Canadian Forces and the navy. And we’re 
approaching Operation NANOOK this summer and preparing 
for that.

Also in our backyard, down south, HMCS St. John’s has just 
come out of the counter-narcotics mission. She has been working 
with our allies and headquartered out of Key West, Florida, to beat 
back a very sophisticated, well-financed adversary in the cocaine 
cartels of South America. St. John’s has actually just transitioned to 
the defence diplomacy role and will soon be going to New Orleans 
to participate in the in the commemoration events there around 
the War of 1812 [bicentennial].

So, really, the priority is about continuing to generate general 
purpose combat capability across the spectrum of operations — 
from humanitarian assistance, being ready for disaster response in 
the Caribbean or here at home, up to countering illegal activities 
at sea such as narcotics trafficking, and being prepared to go into 
harm’s way for the greater good alongside our allies when Canada’s 
national interest is compromised. 

Vice-Admiral Paul Maddison speaks with Naval Communicator Leading 
Seaman Cosette-Bourassa on the bridge of HMCS Vancouver. VAdm 
Maddison visited the ship on November 22, 2011 while it was deployed 
in the Mediterranean Sea. After completing its NATO operation in Libya, 
Vancouver joined Operation ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR, which began in 
October 2001 under Article 5 of the North Atlantic Charter to support the 
United States in the aftermath of 9/11. (cpl brandon o’connell, dnd)
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EdEC: Is there a plan in place to replace HMCS St. John’s as it is 
exiting Operation CARIBBE in the counter-narcotics mission?
MADDISON: We’re not there all the time, but we deploy four 
or five times a year. Recently we had two MCDVs (Kingston-class 
Maritime coastal defence vessels) down there making a meaningful 
contribution to the mission. HMCS Corner Brook has deployed 
twice on that mission to add a submarine component. It’s very 
interesting when you know the adversary has introduced fully-
submersible, self-propelled vessels into this fight. Basically, they’ve 
introduced submarines. And the best counter to a submarine is 
another submarine. So Corner Brook has played a significant role 
there and we will continue to contribute.

EdEC: The Arctic continues to take on a much more important 
role in Canada’s plans. That obviously requires the navy to play a 
significant role. Given the current fleet status, how sustainable are 
operations in the Arctic?
MADDISON: The Arctic is really interesting. There’s so much 
we can say about the Arctic. It’s growing in importance; it really 
matters to Canada. It’s about sovereignty; it’s about safety; it’s 
about surveillance; it’s about a federal family working together 
because so many departments share different aspects of maritime 
jurisdiction. We work very closely with the air force. And of course 
the army is up there building their winter warfare training. And the 
Rangers and search and rescue are very important.

There’s so much that needs to happen there and the navy is a 
clear player, but it’s not just about the navy. But having said that, 
the Arctic Ocean is an ocean. It’s a maritime domain just like 
any other ocean. Just like what we do on the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts. The difference is that it’s a completely different operating 
environment. It’s far away. It’s very austere, and there’s not a lot 
of supporting infrastructure nearby. 

The government of Canada has seen fit to introduce to the navy’s 
order of battle the Arctic and Offshore Patrol Ship. What this will 
allow us to do for Canadians is to have a sustained presence in the 
high Arctic. Not Hudson Bay or the approaches to Frobisher Bay, 

but the high Arctic through the entire navigable season — which 
some would argue is getting longer and longer — and sustain 
that presence in first-year ice and in some older ice, and to build 
these ships with the sea-keeping, damage control and redundancy 
in marine systems necessary to be able to operate independently 
far from shore-based infrastructure. That’s what the Arctic and 
Offshore Patrol Ship will give us. As part of that project we are 
building a refuelling and berthing facility in Nanisivik on Baffin 
Island.

All of this requires, in my view — and this is where we’re going 
with the Canadian Forces Northern Strategy — is a greater focus 
on those joint enablers that allow us to have a greater, persistent 
understanding of what’s happening in the maritime domain. This 
includes space-based and radar technologies, and focusing on 
emerging technologies that are unmanned in air and under the sea. 
It’s looking at under-sea tactical arrays. It’s looking at all that is 
within the toolbox that will allow us to optimize our understanding 
of what’s going on, which is really what matters to Canadians.

EdEC: The Halifax-class frigates are in the process of going through 
the modernization program. That is going to take some time and 
reduce the force at least briefly. Will that reduction in capacity affect 
operations, particularly contingency operations and the need to react 
quickly?
MADDISON: Let me talk a bit about the modernization. These 
ships were designed in the 1980s. They were state of the art, 
world-class — still are — and have run hard for 20 years. Since the 
time they were introduced, we always planned that the mid-life refit 
would occur about now. We knew that the operating environment 
would evolve, threats would be more sophisticated, the electro-
magnetics would become how potential adversaries might identify 
the seams and exploit it to our disadvantage.

The littoral — that area near the coastlands, like where we 
operated off of Libya — has become increasingly important, and 
that’s a much more difficult area to work within. We’ve taken all 
of these lessons and identified them and used them to define our 
requirements.

Basically, through the Halifax-class modernization you can 
argue that we’re introducing a new class of warship into the 
Canadian naval order of battle. When you partner the ships with 
the S-92 Cyclone maritime helicopter — when both of those are 
fully operationally capable — we will see a really impressive new 
capability suite across the Canadian Navy. So that’s really exciting. 
And things are progressing really well in our two shipyards, in 
Halifax and on the west coast.

Everything is moving along well and it’s great to see that, 
through partnering with industry, as known unknowns and 
unknown unknowns crop up, we’re dealing with it collaboratively, 
working with the navy, Public Works and other stakeholders across 
the government and applying those lessons learned to accelerate the 
process so the ships going through will be much faster. And we’re 
seeing that progress with HMCS Fredericton and HMCS Winnipeg.

But, because we’re doing this, we’re taking ships out of the order 
of battle. Later this year I will have a total of 7 out of 12 frigates that 
will not be available to be deployed because they are coming out 

To mark the 100th of the Royal Canadian Navy, then Rear-Admiral Paul 
Maddison led 1,000 sailors as they marched from the HMC Dockyard to 
Halifax’s City Hall to request the Freedom of the City. An additional 1,000 
members of Maritime Forces Atlantic were on hand at City Hall to take 
part in this historical event. (cpl rick ayer, formation imaging services, dnd)
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of the modernization period and needing to go through necessary 
trials and programs to ensure that everything has been delivered up 
to code. Then there will be ships that are in the mid-life refit like 
Winnipeg and Fredericton, and there will be other ships preparing 
to go in, like Charlottetown and Vancouver.

That significantly reduces the flexibility that I have across the 
readiness cycle to have ships deployed at home and abroad. So I’m 
managing that, and my commanders across the navy are managing 
that very carefully. My folks are continuing to focus on meeting the 
direction that is given to me by the Chief of Defence Staff, which is 
to maintain certain levels of readiness to meet the six core missions 
of the Canadian Forces in the Canada First Defence Strategy.

At the same time as we’re doing all of this, we’ve had real success 
recruiting over the past couple years. So we have a very impressive 
group of enthused, bright, keen, mostly young sailors in our basic 
training pipeline who are very keen to get to sea.

So as we balance all the training with the readiness requirements, 
and balance that with adding ships to the order of battle and the 
refits, you can see that there are challenges there. But there are 
also real opportunities. What I’ve asked my folks to do over the 
last year is to be as innovative as they can be in developing new 
training strategies, and they’ve answered the challenge really well.

So now we have set up, for example, what we call personnel 
coordination centres on both coasts; these are all about ensuring 
that every sea day is optimized and perfectly balanced to ensure 
we are meeting not only our mission requirements, but that we are 
getting the most sailors at the right level of their training with the 
right at-sea experience. We’re optimizing alongside training in our 
ships, alongside the jetties, without having to go to sea. We’re really 
doing much more than we did in the past, with distance learning 
and computer distance learning in our fleet schools.

At the same time, we’re working really hard with our allies to 
identify training opportunities on exchange with our peer navies. 
Some of our peer navies are looking for Canada to enhance their 
ships’ companies with what we believe is a professional, proud 
legacy of service at sea. So we have sailors and officers who are 
at sea with the Australian navy, the New Zealand navy, the Royal 
Navy, the United States Navy, the French navy, and the Norwegian 
navy. That’s some of the innovative approaches that we’re doing.
One of the ways we’ve ignited this sense of innovation across the 

navy is to take all of our training functions in our five fleet schools 
and how they interact with the fleets in terms of the lessons identi-
fied at sea. Then we are returning to schoolhouse instruction to 
bring all that training under one commander. That’s been a very 
powerful development for us as we drive towards what I call “one 
navy.”

But to return to your fundamental question, we are going 
through a period of reduced hull availability. It has to have an effect 
on my flexibility. It has to have an effect on overall readiness. But it 
is absolutely necessary to get to that rebuilt, renewed, better fleet 
of tomorrow which will be necessary for Canada — as a maritime 
nation in a shrinking world, which depends upon a globalized 
economy that floats.

EdEC: You mentioned learning lessons in littoral capabilities during 
the Libya mission. This is something the US Navy has gone through 
in the past and the result was the creation of a new class of vessel. 
They launched their littoral combat ships (LCS) in 2008. Is there a 
procurement issue there for Canada to address in order to meet those 
lessons learned?
MADDISON: It’s not so much a procurement issue with the 
littoral combat ship. I always urge caution when you compare the 
US Navy to the Canadian Navy. The American navy has aircraft 
carriers, cruisers, destroyers, frigates, nuclear-powered submarines, 
etc., etc., and the LCS is a very exciting new capability that Admiral 
Greenert and his senior leadership in the United States Navy are 
very proud of. They are impressive ships. But are they the right 
ship for Canada? I would say no. The Canadian Navy has always 
been built around a general purpose design that allows us to act 
across the spectrum of operations.

Going back to your question about littoral capabilities, there are 
all sorts of lessons that we hope to apply with the Canadian surface 
combatant (CSCS). We have applied them with the Halifax-class 
modernization. We have the Harpoon missile upgrade, the 57mm 
Mk2 gun upgrade, the EESM upgrade — all those upgrades and the 
radar and fire control radar upgrades, all of them have as a critical 
element the requirement to improve our operating capability in 
the littorals.

What we saw off the coast of Libya was a need for enhanced 
joint intelligence surveillance reconnaissance from the sea and for 
the enhanced joint precise fires from the sea. I take the Libya story 
and shape it into a narrative about the Canadian surface combatant 
and tell folks, look, wouldn’t it be nice to see a 130mm gun with 
GPS-guided extended range precise munitions for those precision 
strikes in support of the joint campaign ashore?

And Charlotte and Vancouver were part of the targeting cycle 

On August 7, 2009, the date of his 22nd birthday, Pittsburgh Penguins 
team captain Sidney Crosby brought the Stanley Cup to his hometown 
of Cole Harbour and shared it with all of Nova Scotia. The day’s events 
had started aboard HMCS Preserver, where Sidney arrived by Sea King 
helicopter, and proceeded outside where he was greeted by thousands of 
fans along the jetty, and where then Rear-Admiral Paul Maddison made 
his address to all assembled. (pte. martin roy, dnd)



 may 2012  esprit de corps  25

AIRBUS MILITARY

NEW AD COMING



26  volume 19 issue 4

future. Should HMCS Windsor pass all of its 
trials, it will join HMCS Victoria as Canada’s 
only currently operational submarine.

VIMY SACRIFICE REMEMBERED
To many it is the moment Canada moved 
beyond its colonial past and became a nation. 
Ninety-five years ago, the Canadian forces of 
the First World War combined in a battle 
that would forge Canada’s military when 
they emerged victorious from the battle at 
Vimy Ridge.

As the sun rose over Vimy on April 9, 
1917, the four divisions of the Canadian 
Corps, under their own command and fight-
ing together as one for the first time, began 
their historic attack against the formidable 
German front. By April 12, Canadians were 
in control of the entire ridge.

However, Canada’s victory would come 
with a terrible cost. More than 3,500 heroic 
men were lost in the battle. They were fathers, 
brothers and sons that gave their lives in a 
battle that would shape the modern identity 
of Canada and its military. 

In the aftermath of the battle, the Canadian 
military became revered for its strength, 
determination, valour, and tactical brilliance.

To mark the occasion, a Canadian delega-
tion headed by Governor General David 
Johnston travelled to the Canadian memorial 
at Vimy to pay homage to the remarkable 
strength shown by Canada’s men in uniform 
on that day. Veterans Affairs Minister 
Steven Blaney and a group of 5,000 stu-

Submarine HMCS Windsor was floated for 
the first time since 2007 on April 11, putting 
an end to a five-year refitting to the vessel, 
which was originally purchased used from 
the Royal Navy in 1998. HMCS Windsor 
was part of the $750-million-dollar purchase 
of four decommissioned submarines from 
the British.

The refit was scheduled for completion in 
2009, but delays have marred the project as it 
sat in dry dock at HMC Shipyards in Halifax. 
Since 1998, Windsor has seen less that a year 
of operation.

The boat is expected to undergo inspection 
before commencing sea trials in the near 

HMCS WINDSOR AFLOAT

e

dents joined the Governor General.
“We stand on hallowed ground — a place 

of agonized conflict, a site of appalling loss of 
life, a vessel of sorrow, a crucible of courage, 
a hallmark of ingenuity, collaboration and re-
solve undertaken by men at arms in the cause 
of peace,” Johnston told those assembled at 
the memorial.

Blaney was impressed by the number of 
youth involved in the ceremony and taking 
an active role in preserving the memory of 
Canada’s veterans.

“I am very pleased to see young Canadians 
embracing remembrance. Through their 
knowledge and commitment, the legacy of 
the brave men and women who served in the 
First World War will live on for generations 
to come,” remarked Blaney.

Ceremonies were also held at home with 
Chief of Defence Staff Walt Natynczyk 
attending the ceremony held at the National 
War Memorial in Ottawa. A group of cadets 
organized a 24-hour vigil leading up to the 

Her Majesty’s Canadian Ship Windsor was 
undocked on April 11, 2012, at Fleet Maintenance 

Facility Cape Scott in Halifax, NS. Undocking 
is when the submarine is moved from the 

Synchrolift, where it was being worked on, and 
is placed back in the water for further work, 
meaning that the final phase of its extended 

docking work period is nearing completion. She 
is expected to undergo sea trials this year and be 

fully operational shortly thereafter. (dnd)

The ceremonial band of the Royal 22e Régiment 
performs during the official ceremony 

commemorating the 95th anniversary of  
the Battle of Vimy Ridge on April 9, 2012. (dnd)
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wreath-laying ceremony in Ottawa. The 
cadets, working in 30-minute shifts, stood 
watch over the memorial.

“This week we remember an incredible 
generation of Canadians who, 95 years ago, 
captured Vimy Ridge and helped define 
Canada as a nation. We also remember all 
those who served in the First World War, 
including the more than 66,000 Canadians 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in securing 
our peace, freedom and democracy,” said 
Royal Galipeau, Member of Parliament for 
Ottawa-Orleans.

With the loss of John Babcock in February 
2010, the 95th anniversary of the battle 
marked the third anniversary without a living 
Canadian veteran of World War I. 

RETIRED GENERAL NAMED 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF NS

Retired Brigadier-General John James 
Grant has been named the 32nd Lieutenant 
Governor of Nova Scotia. Grant was sworn 
in on April 12 in a ceremony in the Red 
Chamber of the Nova Scotia legislature.

Grant was born in New Glasgow and went 
on to serve in the Canadian Forces for 38 
years before retiring in 1989. Grant’s military 
career began as a member of the Pictou 
Highlanders in 1951.

Defence Minister Peter MacKay re-
marked that Grant’s long and distinguished 
service to the public made him a per-
fect replacement for outgoing Lieutenant 

Governor Mayann E. Francis.

CHANGE AT OPERATION CARIBBE
HMCS St. John’s is deployed in support 
of Operation CARIBBE, a multinational 
counter-narcotics mission aimed at putting 
an end to drug trafficking in the Caribbean 
Basin. St. John’s, its CH-124 Sea King 
helicopter and crews will be monitoring the 
area for vessels of interest in support of the 
US Coast Guard-led mission.

This is St. John’s second tour in support of 
Operation CARIBBE, the first being in 2011, 
while Canada has contributed to the mission 
since late 2006.

TALIBAN ATTACK
The Taliban conducted their first coordinated 
attack of Afghanistan’s fighting season on 
April 15 with a series of battles that saw attacks 
conducted in Kabul, as well as the district 
provincial capitals of Nangarhar, Logar and 
Paktia. Afghan security forces reacted quickly 
to the attacks, though fighting continued for 
18 hours in Kabul as insurgents hunkered 
down in several buildings.

President Hamid Karzai’s office reported 
36 insurgents were killed in the fighting, 
which was centred in the diplomatic sector 
of the city.

“The fact terrorists were able to enter 
Kabul and other provinces was an intelligence 
failure for us and especially for NATO,” said 
Karzai’s office in statement issued on April 16.

Though Karzai perceived the attack to be 
a failure of intelligence, he was quick to praise 
security forces in their defence of the country. 

Spokespersons for the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) reported 
at the time of the attack that forces were 
standing by to provide assistance if it was 
requested by Afghan forces.

U.S. officials stated that intelligence indi-
cated the attacks were planned and conducted 
by the Haqqani Network, a group allied with 
the Taliban.

PLANE REROUTED TO CFB COMOX
A Korean Air passenger aircraft was forced 
to make an emergency landing at Comox 
airport following what officials described as 
a credible bomb threat. The flight departed 
from Vancouver International Airport on 
April 10 and was forced to abort the flight in 
the vicinity of Haida Gwaii on the Queen 
Charlotte Islands.

US Air Force F-15s based in Portland, 
Oregon under NORAD escorted the Boeing 
777 into Comox. Canadian Forces person-
nel assigned to 19 Wing at CFB Comox 
responded to the emergency in coordination 
with the RCMP.

GAO REPORT ON THE F-35
I n  M a r c h ,  t h e  U S  G o v e r n m e n t 
Accountability Office (GAO) released its 
report on the progress of the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter Program. The 49-page report 
was nothing less than scathing in its descrip-
tion of the cost overruns and development 
of the largest military procurement program 
in history.

Most notably, the GAO report predicts 
that the cost of purchasing the F-35 for the 

HMCS St. John’s helped recover more than 10,000 kg of cocaine from a scuttled self-propelled 
semi-submersible (SPSS) vessel while deployed on its first mission under Operation CARIBBE in 

the Caribbean Basin from October 3 to November 14, 2011. The cocaine, destined for distribution in 
North America, had an estimated street value of US$180 million. During the drug recovery effort, St. 

John’s was called to provide a medical evacuation via its CH-124 Sea King helicopter. Op CARIBBE is 
Canada’s contribution to the US-led multinational effort to interdict drug trafficking in the Caribbean 

Basin and the Eastern Pacific. (sgt norm mclean, combat camera)

In March 2011 Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
made a much-publicized visit to Waterloo-

based firm Virtek to talk about the economic 
benefits of upgrading Canada’s fighter jet fleet 

and participating in the Joint Strike Fighter 
program. (jason ransom, government of canada)
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US fleet could balloon to $1 trillion. Costs 
are said to have increased by more than $23 
billion in the last year.

The news comes as numerous member 
countries are facing domestic political pressure 
to withdraw from the program. Australia is 
rumoured to be delaying their purchase of the 
JSF at the same time that Canadian Associate 
Defence Minister Julian Fantino suggested 
that Canada could also delay its purchase in 
an attempt to avoid the brunt of the cost 
overruns experienced by Lockheed Martin.

Those massive cost increases, combined 
with significant delays in the development of 
equipment are threatening the ability of the 
JSF program to provide an operational plane.

“JSF cost increases and schedule delays 
increase the risk that the program will not 
be able to meet warfighter requirements 
regarding capabilities and quantities on time,” 
said the GAO report.

In addition to concerns over the cost of the 
plane, the GAO identified specific problems 
with the development of the JSF that could 
impact the plane’s performance. While the 
majority of the deficiencies were limited to the 
carrier and short-takeoff variants, the GAO 
did emphasize three key areas that could affect 
Canada’s potential purchase. 

The problems with the helmet-mounted 
display have now been well documented, but 
software issues continue to plague the com-
munication systems and may prevent the plane 
from communicating with older systems. 
Even more damning is the report’s finding 
that “heat build-up and exhaust impedes the 
aircraft’s ability to conduct missions in hot 
environments.”

Controversy over the GAO report con-
tinued to dog the government leading into the 
release of Canada’s own Auditor General’s 
report on April 5. (For more on the OAG’s 
report, go to page 34 of this issue.)

HOCKEY FOR A GOOD CAUSE
A team of hockey-playing foreign military 
attachés known as the Lame Ducks put up 
a valiant effort against their Canadian Forces 
opponents in a charity competition on March 
28 at the University of Ottawa’s Minto Sports 
Complex.

The Lame Ducks is a walking United 
Colors of Benetton ad, with representation 
from Argentina, Chile, China, Colombia, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Britain 
and the United States, and captained by 
Herculean-sized German attaché Lt.-Col. 

Kay Kuhlen, whom one bystander dubbed 
“the Terminator on ice.”

The ying to his towering yang was CDS 
Walt Natynczyk, who was commanding a 
motley crew of skilled players from the three 
service branches of the Canadian Forces, 
who were intent on making the Lame Ducks 
even lamer.

Governor General David Johnston sur-
prised many when he made an unannounced 
entry in the arena, and astonished everyone 
when he donned the striped referee’s jersey 
and demonstrated his formidable skating 
skills.

The novice Ducks meekly quacked along 
in the first period, down 5–1 to a well-oiled 
machine that had clearly been scouring the 
ice since diaper age.

The Canadian general and flag officer 
team engaged in some nifty manoeuvres and 
precision shooting, leading many to think that 
the end result would be a non-fatal massacre.

But the martial spirits of the Ducks were 
not to be dampened. A remarkable recovery 
came out later, helped by two goals from team 
captain “The Terminator,” two from Colonel 
Michal Peksa of the Polish Embassy, and 
one from Brigadier Barry Le Grys of the 
British High Commission, resulting in a 
respectable final score of 8-5.

“Bear in mind that, for some of these guys, 
their home nations don’t even have ice, so 
under the circumstances I think we didn’t do 
too badly,” said LCol. Kuhlen at a reception 
afterwards, where he presented a rather special 
giant-sized cheque to a representative from 

the Military Family Resource Centre of the 
National Capital Region.

The competition raised about $20,000 for 
the centre, a not-for-profit organization estab-
lished to provide information and support for 
Canadian Forces families — an achievement 
that LCol. Kuhlen is particularly proud of.

“We managed to raise $20,000 just 
because we played bad hockey? Having an 
opportunity to support these families is just 
a massive honour.”

DAMAGING PHOTOS SURFACE
Soldiers from the US 82nd Airborne Division 
posed for pictures with the mangled remains 
of Afghan insurgents, the Los Angeles Times 
revealed on April 18.

The Times received the photos from an 
anonymous soldier assigned to 82nd Airborne’s 
4th Brigade Combat Team. In turn, the 
Times showed the photos to American officials 
who promptly began a criminal investigation 
into the matter.

“It is a violation of Army standards to 
pose with corpses for photographs outside 
of officially sanctioned purposes,” said Army 
spokesman George Wright.

The series of 18 photographs shows the 
soldiers manipulating body parts for photos, 
in some cases in the presence and with the 
cooperation of local Afghan security forces.

One photo, which was not released by the 
Times because it was deemed too offensive, 
shows the remains of an insurgent with a 
“Zombie Hunter” patch beside the body.

“Such actions are morally repugnant, 
dishonour the sacrifices of hundreds of 
thousands of U.S. soldiers and civilians who 
have served with distinction in Afghanistan, 
and do not represent the core values of the 
United States or our military,” said Ryan C. 
Crocker, U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan.

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, who 
was in Brussels for NATO meetings, released 
a statement through Pentagon spokesman 
George Little. “Anyone found responsible for 
this inhuman conduct will be held account-
able in accordance with our military justice 
system,” said Little.

The actions of the soldiers involved could 
be a violation of Article 92 of the U.S. 
military’s Uniform Code of Military Justice. 
The maximum penalty for that violation 
would include dishonourable discharge, loss 
of all pay and benefits, and confinement for 
up to two years. 

~ with files by B. Hurdis, S. Taylor, A. Gavai

Referee 
Governor 
General 
David 

Johnston is 
no stranger 
to the rink. 

As a student 
at Harvard 

he was twice 
elected to the All-American Hockey Team and is 

a member of Harvard’s Athletic Hall of Fame.

Amid much laughter, Gen. Natynczyk and the 
rest of the players surround GG David Johnston 

(this time wearing a Lame Ducks jersey) for a 
post-game photo. (blake hurdis, esprit de corps)
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Taking Aim:  The 2012 budget takes no prisoners

BUDGET CUTS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 66

C uts to the Department of National Defence will account 
for $1.1 billion of the $5.5 billion of fat being trimmed 
from the federal budget. 

Some of those cuts are easily achieved by moving the Communi-
cation Security Establishment out from under the DND umbrella. 
The remainder of the cuts are being felt by military communities 
around the country. Roughly 1,100 civilian positions are expected 
to be eliminated. Nearly 150 of those positions will come from the 
National Capital region alone, part of 340 jobs being axed across 
Ontario. Quebec is the province hardest hit by the cuts, losing 
361 jobs — almost twice that of Alberta and nearly nine times the 
job losses expected in British Columbia. Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, 
Quebec, is the hardest-hit city with a loss of 134 positions, more 
than double the losses expected in Halifax.

A plan to increase the size of the active force to 70,000 from 
the current 68,000 is also on hold, though there is no anticipation 
that active Forces personnel could be cut loose in order save the 
department additional funds.

Reservists, on the other hand, will see substantial cuts to their 
numbers, particularly those currently serving in full-time positions. 
In an attempt to save $82 million, 2,700 reservists presently oc-
cupying full-time positions will be slashed, bringing the number 
of reservists holding such positions down to 4,500 by the spring 
of 2014.

In addition to cuts to personnel, DND is also slicing into 
equipment, properties, and training.

Military housing is scheduled for closure in Goose Bay, Toronto, 
Winnipeg and Vancouver. National Defence will also be concentrat-

ing personnel on major bases, opting to close facilities in Chilliwack, 
Calgary, Northern Ontario and London.

Recruiting Centres will be closed in Thunder Bay, North Bay 
and Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario; Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec; Bathurst, 
New Brunswick; Saskatoon, Saskatchewan; and Yellowknife, North 
West Territories.

National Defence will continue its plan to remove Canada from 
NATO’s airborne warning and control system (AWACS) and 
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) programs — decisions slated to 
save Canada $90 million. Withdrawal from the AWACS program is 
projected to occur gradually over three years. Canada’s air defence 
anti-tank systems will also be eliminated, thereby removing the 
majority of Canada’s air defence capability.

Cuts to training will see the number of courses offered at both 
Royal Military Colleges, in Kingston and Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, 
slashed.

The Royal Canadian Air Force also plans to cut flight hours for 
pilots. The move will increase the reliance on simulators to meet 
the training requirements for pilots.

Despite all of the proposed cuts to equipment and training, there 
is no indication that cuts will be made to Canada’s submarine fleet. 
With the recent completion of the refit to HMCS Windsor, Canada 

HMCS Iroquois’ boarding party team practice Sig Sauer and MP5 weapon 
handling drills as part of their naval boarding party search team training, 
to maintain a high level of readiness for operational purposes. More on-
site training will occur following the budget cuts. (mcpl robin mugridge, dnd)

by Blake Hurdis
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The Auditor General’s 
Report on the F-35

T he Office of the Auditor General released their 
long-awaited spring report to Parliament on April 3, 
and the audit of the F-35 program was as scathing 
as advertised.

The report was Auditor General Michael Ferguson’s first before 
Parliament, and covered border issues, debt, the Canada Revue 
Agency and, of course, the highly publicized chapter on F-35 
procurement.

The final report pulled no punches in its criticism of both the 
Department of National Defence and Public Works and Govern-
ment Services Canada.

“National Defence did not fully inform decision makers of the 
implications of participation in the JSF Program for the acquisition 
process,” states the report’s conclusion.

The OAG took particular aim at the presented budget require-
ments for the purchase of the fifth-generation jet scheduled to 
replace the current aging fleet of CF-18 Hornets. Early estimates 
used in the internal DND procurement process in 2010 pegged the 
total 25-year cost of the plane at over $25 billion. A year later, in a 
report to the Parliamentary Budget Officer (PBO), DND claimed 
that the 20-year cost would be no more than $14.7 billion. Several 
costs, including operating costs, were omitted from the report to 
the PBO in order to decrease the perceived cost of a JSF purchase.

As a result of the omission to the PBO, the OAG found that 
“Full life-cycle costs were understated in the estimates provided to 
support the government’s 2010 decision to buy the F-35.”

In an immediate response to the report, the government froze all 
funding to the F-35 and moved the procurement process out of the 
hands of the Department of National Defence. The replacement of 
the CF-18 will now be managed by a Secretariat at Public Works. 
In addition, both the Treasury Board and Industry Canada will 
review the F-35 project.

The OAG’s report served as jet fuel on the already raging inferno 
surrounding the F-35 procurement process.

In the days following the release of the report, opposition MPs 
were quick to call for the resignation of Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay and even Prime Minister Stephen Harper. The attacks from 
opposition MPs prompted the government to respond with a wide 
range of explanations for the findings of the OAG.

Defence Minister Peter MacKay suggested in a media scrum 
that the numbers used in the OAG report were clearly marked 

AUDITOR GENERAL ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 70

by Blake Hurdis

On December 8, 2010, Minister of Industry Tony Clement and Peter 
MacKay, Minister of National Defence, led a delegation from more 
than 60 Canadian companies which attended an F-35 JSF Canadian 
sustainment conference in Fort Worth, Texas, hosted by Lockheed Martin 
and the Government of Canada. The conference was described by the 
government as a critical next step in the global F-35 program and a 
forum for Canadian aerospace and defence companies to secure their 
role in the program’s 40-year sustainment period. The ministers used the 
opportunity to visit Lockheed Martin’s mile-long F-35 production facility to 
see Canadian technologies at work. (angel delcueto, lockheed martin)
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Goldring is looking to expand in order to reach other corporations 
looking to benefit from the unique skills and attributes soldiers can 
provide to the civilian workforce.

In recognition of his commitment to the military, Goldring 
was named Honorary Colonel of The Royal Regiment of Canada 
in 2006. He was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal by the 
Governor General in 2009, and last year, Goldring was named 
Honorary Colonel of the Canadian Army.

On April 5, Esprit de Corps got the opportunity to talk with 
Goldring about his relationship with the military, Canada Company, 
and supporting the men and women of the Canadian Forces.

Esprit dE Corps: You’ve shown over the years that you have a very 
real connection to the military, how did that come about?
GOLDRING: It was really a friend of a friend invited me to an 
annual mess dinner at the Royal Regiment of Canada and it was just 
an awful lot of fun. They created a group of insiders to give money 
to the regiment and over time, after the commanding officer left, 

C hairman and CEO of AGF Management Limited, 
Blake Goldring comes from a family familiar with 
the value of giving back to the community. His 
grandfather helped to found the United Way of 

Toronto in the 1950s, something that Goldring says drove him 
to give back to society.

As a result, Goldring has a long list of charities and initiatives 
he has lent his considerable skills to, including the World Wildlife 
Fund, Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Toronto Zoo.

Coming from a family of educators, Goldring has also lent 
considerable time and money to education, including a $15.1 
million commitment to the facilities at the University of Toronto.

In May 2006, after a long connection to the military, and seeing 
a necessity for community lead projects to give back to Canada’s 
men and women in uniform, Goldring founded Canada Company, 
an organization dedicated to soldiers and their families. Since its 
founding, Canada Company has grown significantly.

In October 2007, Canada Company launched its scholarship 
fund to support the children of Canadian Forces members killed 
while serving on an active mission. The scholarship was originally 
supported by a $1 million contribution from CIBC, and has since 
grown to over $2 million. Qualified children receive up to $4000 
per year for up to four years of post secondary education.

Canada Company is also taking aim at employment for reserv-
ists and veterans. With a partnership already in place with RBC, 

Blake Goldring
An honorary 

citizen soldier 
speaks out

Blake C. Goldring is chairman and chief executive officer of AGF 
Management Limited, a premier independent investment management 
company with operations in Canada, the United States, Europe and 
Asia. He is also chairman and CEO of AGF Trust. In 2011, Goldring was 
appointed Honorary Colonel of The Royal Regiment of Canada, a unit of 
army reserve soldiers that traces its roots back to 1862. He is now the 
Honorary Colonel of the Canadian Army. Goldring recently organized an 
Executrek for Canada Company members at CFB Meaford.
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this little band of outsiders left until I was the last man standing. 
It’s something I consciously think about since Afghanistan and 
the early days of the conflict. But it was in 2003 that General Rich 
Lewis invited me out to lunch and I was sure he was going to ask 
me for financial support. So I brought my cheque book, but he 
floored me when he asked, ‘Would you like to replace me as the 
honorary colonel of The Royal Regiment of Canada?’ 

I told him that I’ve never fired a gun and I’ve never marched. 
He said, ‘Well, there’s lots of people that can do that, but it’s that 
link to the broader business community and that’s really what we’re 
looking for and hoping to achieve.’ 

After that I spent many Thursday nights over two month really 
seeing what was going on in the Armory and I was struck by the 
range of backgrounds of the people that would put the uniform 
on and rally around the flag and I thought that if these folks are 
doing this, surely I can do something.

EdEC: Is it that experience that ultimately led to the founding of 
Canada Company?
GOLDRING: That certainly got me in, that made me decide I 
wanted to contribute, but it was really just speaking with soldiers 
and seeing where we could make a difference. Hearing about the 
children of the fallen and making sure that the families are taken 
after, but it’s often the children that are forgotten, and that’s what 
lead to the scholarship fund.

EdEC: Is there still room for Canada Company to grow into a larger 
role?
GOLDRING: We will continue grow. We are the bridge between 
the business community and our military. We have chapters across 
the country. We’re not expanded to where we should be. We have 
Halifax and some prairie provinces where we would like to establish 
new branches. We would like to have more members which tend to 
be business and community leaders. We have programs that have 

yet to deploy. We have the Canadian Forces job transition initiative. 
This will be something that we’ll be launching in the middle of 
May and basically it’s a job transition initiative on a web portal, 
where companies seeking to hire CF members will be located and 
members looking to transition out can find eager employers who 
would look for their skill sets.

EdEC: Canada Company awarded 10 scholarships to the children of 
fallen CF members last year, and the fund has grown significantly in 
the last couple years. Is there a plan to expand the fund in the future?
GOLDRING: Right now we’re looking after the children of our 
fallen in an active mission, and we’ve gone as far back as Bosnia and 
there are tight guidelines as far as how old the children have to be, 
but basically it’s no questions asked as soon as we know they meet 
the requirements of the program. Another thing we’ve done is with 
Project Hero, which was started by Honorary Lieutenant Colonel 
Kevin Reed and General (ret’d) Rick Hillier, where children of fallen 
soldiers get free tuition to community colleges and universities. 
The combination of free tuition and $4,000 is a significant help.

EdEC: You had the unique opportunity to go over to Afghanistan and 
visit with Canadian troops on the ground. What did that experience 
mean to you?
GOLDRING: As a Canadian I felt incredibly proud by the real 
sense of mission, professionalism and the focus on accomplishing 
goals that our soldiers demonstrated. I was incredibly impressed 
by our air force and army as well as their leadership.

EdEC: Sharing the Sacrifice received a significant push from the 
government in the 2012 budget. What does that direct support from 
the government mean to a movement like Sharing the Sacrifice?
GOLDRING: We’re very appreciative of the government’s sup-
port of this initiative. Programs have existed in the UK and Australia 

GOLDRING INTERVIEW ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 72

In a ceremony conducted last summer aboard HMCS Montreal during 
the 2011 Great Lakes Deployment, founder and chair of Canada 
Company, Blake Goldring (second from left), presented Canada Company 
Scholarships to seven recipients. (cpl martin roy, dnd)

Blake C. Goldring, founder and chairman of Canada Company: Many 
Ways to Serve (fourth from right), along with Lt.-Gen Peter Devlin (far 
right) presents a cheque for $15,000 on behalf of Canada Company 
to the Petawawa Military Family Resource Centre in October of last 
year. Created in 2006, Canada Company is an apolitical organization 
that brings community leaders across Canada together to support the 
Canadian military and their families in the work they do at home and 
abroad. (courtesy canada company)
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O n May 25, 1813 American guns from Fort Niagara, supported by 
batteries along the Niagara River, opened fire on Fort George, commanded by 
British Brigadier John Vincent. Under the command of Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry, an American naval squadron joined in the battle, firing volleys 
against the British fort and its supporting defences along the Niagara River and 
Lake Ontario shoreline. This was the start of what would be a textbook amphib-
ious assault carried out by US forces under the command of Major General Henry 
Dearborn, but organized and controlled by Commodore Perry and the newly 
promoted Colonel Winfield Scott. This engagement was designed to give the 
Americans control of the Niagara frontier and destroy British and Canadian forces 
on the northern side of the Niagara River.

e
F  E  A  T  U  R  E

by Michael Hurley

It was the site of the first armed clashes 
between the American and British forces in 

the War of 1812. It proved to be a rather 
one-sided affair, with the Americans winning 

both tactical and strategic advantages

A view of Fort George from Fort Niagara. Fort George, built on the British side of the Niagara River 
in 1796, after Fort Niagara reverted to American control, would be captured and held in 1813 by 
the Americans. General Sir Isaac Brock would leave from there to ride to his fate at Queenston in 
October 1812, and until 1824 his body was interred in the ramparts. (“a view of fort george, upper 
canada, from old folt niagara, ontario, 1813” by edward walsh, lac, c-000026)



42  volume 19 issue 4

During the intervening years both sides of 
the river had grown in population, with the 
Upper Canadian side having a slightly larger 
civilian population. The first non-First Nations 
settlers were comprised largely of disbanded 
British Regular and Loyalist troops after the 
American Revolutionary War in 1784. The 
former were mostly from Butler’s Rangers, a unit 
commanded by Lt.-Col. John Butler who had 

settled in the town of Newark, first called Butlersbury, present-day 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

From a tactical point of view, the British had the advantage with 
its Provincial Marine, a small but effective force of armed sloops 
and schooners that patrolled both the upper and lower Great 
Lakes. While at peace, the garrisons of Forts George and Niagara 
entertained each other and enjoyed the understanding that exists 
between soldiers regardless of what army they serve in. When Major 
General Isaac Brock brought word that war had been declared, 
US and British officers had been enjoying a Sunday church service 

At the beginning of the War of 1812 both sides of the Niagara 
River were sparsely garrisoned by British and American troops. 
Built in 1786, British Fort Erie was located at the south end of 
the Niagara, while at the north end or mouth of the river sat Fort 
Niagara on the American side and British Fort George on the op-
posite embankment. Fort George had been built as a replacement 
for Fort Niagara, which the British had captured from the French 
in 1759 during the Seven Years War and then surrendered to the 
Americans with the settling of border issues in 1794 with the 
signing of the Jay Treaty. 

Under the leadership of Winfield Scott, Henry 
Dearborn’s American army repeated the success 
at York by landing and taking Fort George. The 
United States Army and United States Navy would 
never achieve this level of cooperation and success 
again in the war. (“the taking of fort george,” artist 
unknown, lac, c-006048) 
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in Newark that was followed by refreshments. The Americans 
waited nervously for the reaction of their equally nervous British 
counterparts until Brock smiled and continued with the party and 
then escorted the Americans to their waiting boat and wished them 
good luck. Both sides hoped for a quick end to what must surely 
have been an unfortunate misunderstanding. All this changed when 
both sides began actively trying to killing each other in a number 
of significant battles at Fort Michilimackinac, Fort Detroit and 
Queenston Heights and in skirmishes along the border. 

The year 1812 had not been a good one for the Americans mil-
itarily nor politically. Early on they had boasted that the “conquest 
of Canada to be a mere matter of marching” and that “the Kentucky 
militia alone would be enough to lay the Canadas at the feet of 
the United States.” However, as the winter of 1812-13 set in and 
the campaign season came to an end, the Americans learned and 
digested the hard lessons of war as both sides pushed reinforcements 
and supplies forward to their respective awaiting generals.

 While waiting for the Americans to attack his Fort George, 

Brigadier-General Vincent positioned his forces in three elements 
that were mostly based along the Niagara River defence line. His 
forces consisted of the 1st Battalion, 8th (King’s) Regiment of Foot, 
49th Regiment of Foot, companies of the Royal Newfoundland 
Fencibles, Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles, as well as soldiers 
from the Lincoln militia. In addition, he received support from the 
Royal Artillery, Captain Runchey’s Company of Coloured Men, 
and a force of Provincial Dragoons. Most of the regulars he placed 
along the Niagara River, assuming the American attack would come 
from that direction.

As the early morning fog dispersed on May 27, 1813, the guns of 
Commodore Perry’s schooners opened fire on the British batteries 
and covered the American landing commanded by Colonel Winfield 
Scott. Under Scott’s command in the assault boats were the US 

Fort George was a spacious fortification, well able to hold a substantial 
garrison, though by 1812 it was not in good repair. Here a British infantry 
company marches on its interior parade ground in the stiff-kneed 
“lockstep” marching style of the times. During the War of 1812, Fort 
George served as the headquarters for the Centre Division of the British 
Army. These forces included British regulars, local militia, aboriginal 
warriors, and Runchey’s corps of freed slaves. Major-General Isaac Brock 
served here until his death in October 1812. (the university of michigan)
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1st Rifle Regiment under Major Benjamin Forsyth, two companies 
of the 15th US Infantry Regiment, and the bulk of Scott’s own 
elite 2nd Artillery fighting as infantry. Opposing them was one 
company of Glengarry Light Infantry and a company of the Royal 
Newfoundland Fencibles. Both companies were driven off with 
heavy losses due to gunfire from Perry’s ships, but not before Scott 
himself was almost killed fighting off a Glengarry soldier. Scott’s 
men with Perry’s supporting ships then advanced off the beach, 
but were driven back when counterattacked by companies of the 
King’s 8th, Runchey’s company and 100 militia who were in turn 

driven off with heavy losses by Perry’s supporting guns. 
With the landing of additional troops under the command 

of US Brigadier-General William Winder, Vincent realized he 
was outnumbered and outflanked. He gave orders to spike Fort 
George’s guns and to blow up the magazines. Scott’s men moved 
so quickly that most of the fort was quickly captured intact, though 
one small magazine did explode causing Scott to fall from his horse 
and break his collar bone. Had Vincent’s ordered demolitions been 
more successfully carried out a large number of the fort’s women 
and children as well as wounded and sick British soldiers who where 
in the fort’s hospital would have been killed rather than captured.

As the British retreated south along the Portage Road they were 
fired on by American batteries. The Americans had hoped to cut 
off Vincent’s escape route and had ordered Colonel James Burn 
and his 200 Dragoons to cross the river five miles south of Fort 
George. Burn’s troopers where held up by a British battery and 
didn’t make the crossing until he was joined by Scott.

As Scott waited for the Dragoons to reorganize, Brigadier-
General Boyd brought new orders from Major General Lewis, 
ordering Scott to halt his advance and return to Fort George fearing 
US troops were being led into a British ambush. This allowed 
Vincent to fall back on St. David’s and then on to Beaver Dams, 
where he collected the outlying British garrisons from Chippawa 
and Fort Erie as well as the local militia. British losses had been 
heavy with 459 men killed, wounded, and missing. The Americans 
reported 41 killed along with 113 wounded, making this a decisive 
American victory both from tactical and strategic points of view.

Commodore Perry was able to move a number of armed schoon-
ers that had been blockaded in Black Rock at the southern end of 
the Niagara River into Lake Erie and then on to his base at Put-in-
Bay in the Ohio Territory. These ships would be instrumental in 
Perry’s victory at the Battle of Lake Erie on September 10, 1813. 

As for the British forces, Vincent disbanded the local militia and 
started his retreat to Burlington Heights, hoping that by keeping 
his army intact he would be able to meet the Americans on more 
favourable ground. For their part, the Americans sent brigades 
under the command of Generals John Chandler and William 
Winder with a strong force of 3,400 men after him.

But as the Americans would soon learn the Gods of War are 
fickle; General Vincent’s army was not destroyed and still full of 
fight. The fates would also pull the American naval squadron back 
to Sackets Harbor when the British attacked that base on May 29, 
1813, giving the British under Commodore James Yeo the strategic 
control of Lake Ontario. This allowed Governor General George 
Prevost to supply and reinforce his Upper Canadian forces. For 
now, Vincent’s army would march west to Burlington Heights 
with the Americans following, each side shaking their respective 
dice and making ready for the next throw. 

A composite view showing Chesapeake at the moment she was 
devastated by Shannon’s precisely aimed broadside, but with British 
colours flying already over the American. Philip Broke was severely 
wounded in the fight, and James Lawrence was killed, but not before 
crying out “Don’t give up the ship!”, a slogan that American Commodore 
Oliver Hazard Perry flew on a flag at Put-In Bay in September of the same 
year, 1813.
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Trackfire 
Remote 
Weapon 
Station

A s a defence contractor, Saab has a long-established, 
well-respected reputation for producing state-of-the-art weaponry 
systems for numerous different platforms, ranging from hand-
held anti-tank weapons — such as the 84mm Carl Gustav — to 
the sophisticated front-line Gripen fighter aircraft. Within that 
spectrum of capabilities there are two areas of expertise in which 
Saab has consistently excelled: stabilization and tracking systems.

It was from this perspective that Saab set about designing its 
new Trackfire Remote Weapon Station (RWS). Instead of working 
to adapt an existing gun system to deal with the challenges of 
maintaining accuracy from a mobile platform, Saab prioritized the 
stabilizing and targeting features of the system, to which a variety 
of weapons can then be added.

In a naval configuration, Trackfire could provide all classes of 
ships in the Royal Canadian Navy with close-in protection against 
small boat attacks. The Trackfire has 360 degree rotation on its 
stabilized mount, and can easily be configured with any of the 
small arms weapons currently in Canadian service. These would 
include the .50 calibre heavy machine gun; the 7.62mm medium 
machine gun, C-9 5.56mm light machine gun and even the 40mm 
grenade launcher. 

As proof of the Trackfire’s effectiveness, in late 2010 Saab 
mounted an RWS on a Combat Boat 90 fast Swedish navy patrol 
ship. With winter storm conditions creating a sea state 4, Trackfire 
was still able to engage shore targets at a range of 2000 metres. 
Immediately following the sea trial, the same RWS was transferred 
to a Patria armoured modular vehicle for trials at a Swedish army 
proving ground. Weather conditions were far from ideal, with 
visibility challenges provided by fog and temperatures that plum-

meted below -17 degrees Celsius. Despite the difficulties, Trackfire 
managed to obtain a staggering 94 per cent hit ratio on both static 
and moving targets.

Admittedly, Saab was a late starter in the race to design and 
produce Remote Weapon Stations. As such, the Trackfire was not 
far enough along in the development phase to be included in the 
Canadian Tactical Armoured Patrol Vehicle (TAPV) competition. 
However, despite the fact that the bidding process is closed and 
the testing phase on the TAPV project is complete, there is still 
speculation that, until final contracts are awarded, the Trackfire 
technology may still be a consideration for the RWS. 

“While we acknowledge that Saab is a late contender in the RWS 
market, we remain confident that Trackfire has demonstrated a step-
change in RWS price/performance ratio which will now raise the 
bar for our competition,” said Henrik Hej, a sales director at Saab. 

“The recent Swedish trials on the Patria AMV demonstrated 
flawless functionality without a single feeding or functional error 
throughout the trial. A winning combination of world-class 
performance and excellent reliability mean that Trackfire is now 
the RWS to watch.” 

The video footage of the Trackfire sea trials is indeed impressive. 
One has to wonder: If that level of accuracy could be achieved by 
a Combat Boat 90 skimming the deep swells at 47 knots, what 
sort of hit percentage could Canadian sailors achieve firing the 
Trackfire from a Maritime Coastal Defence Vessel cruising at its 
top speed of 15 knots? 

Saab’s Trackfire Remote Weapon Station can be mounted on both 
vehicles and ships. Its stabilization and tracking systems are key. (saab)
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The Guardian 400

B ased on the Twin Otter 400, the military outfitted 
Guardian 400 by Viking is a versatile aircraft with the ability to 
provide service in many different roles. 

Just like its civilian counterpart, two Pratt & Whitney PT6A-
34/35 engines mounted on 65-foot wings power the Guardian 
400. The twin turboprops produce 559 kilowatts of output power 
and push the Guardian to a top speed of 314 km/h and a cruising 
speed of 278 km/h.

The Guardian 400 is a multi-role, medium-range maritime 
patrol aircraft, suitable for search and rescue (SAR), with critical 
infrastructure surveillance and security platforms. With significant 
updates over previous generations of the aircraft, the Guardian is 
prepared to meet the demands of militaries and other government 
agencies around the world.

Continuing from earlier models of the plane, the Guardian 
maintains its short takeoff and landing capabilities. Requiring only 
1,200 feet to climb above 50 feet and just 1,060 feet to land from 
an altitude of 50 feet, the Guardian is capable of servicing even 
the most remote of areas in the most challenging of environments.

With the option of outfitting with an internal fuel tank, the 
Guardian is capable of operational sorties of 10 hours, providing 

the range and time on station necessary for maritime patrol and 
SAR operations. 

The versatility of the aircraft continues in the interior of the 
craft, and its optional outfitting. The interior is outfitted with four 
observer stations, but the plane’s flexible architecture allows it to 
be customized to meet any operational needs. With an optional 
parachute, the Guardian provides yet another operational capability.

Other options available on the on the Guardian include tactical 
radios, an air operable bi-fold door, an air operable see-through roll 
up cargo door, a 250 amp generator, a search light, electro-optical/
infrared (EO/IR) sensors, search radar, and an NVG-compatible 
flight deck. With so many mission-specific options, the Guardian is 
designed to accommodate an incredibly wide range of operational 
requirements.

Again, just like its versatile civilian counterpart, the Guardian can 
be outfitted with skis, wheels, or pontoons, providing the aircraft 
with greater versatility in servicing even the most challenging of 
environments. It’s that versatility that makes the Guardian a capable 
aircraft for a wide range of missions.

The Guardian 400 is a versatile aircraft and a viable option for Canada’s 
fixed-wing search and rescue needs. (courtesy viking)

The latest variant of a 
proven workhorse offers 
the Canadian Forces 
flexibility for northern  
air operations
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With pontoons installed, the Guardian still manages to maintain 
its short takeoff and landing capabilities with only 1,965 feet 
required to climb above 50 feet from the water. The unique 
design of retractable landing gear built into the floats also provides 
additional operational flexibility as mission requirements change.

Based in Victoria, B.C., and with a factory in Calgary, Viking Air 
also produces the DHC-5 Buffalo and other aircraft types formerly 
built by de Havilland Canada. 

The flexible architecture of the Guardian 400 allows it to be customized 
to meet any operational needs, including the addition of skis or pontoons 
to make an amphibian version. With pontoons installed, the Guardian still 
manages to maintain its short takeoff and landing capabilities, plus the 
built-in retractable landing gear provides additional operational flexibility 
as mission requirements change. (courtesy viking)
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Integrated 

Sonar Suite

U ltra Electronics’ Integrated Sonar Suite (ISS) 
continues to make the company a worldwide leader in maritime 
detections system and anti-submarine warfare.

The suite includes a towed array, either with a hydrodynamically 
balanced tow body or in the form of an in-line towed array, in 
addition to the necessary external sonar nodes needed for accurate 
acquisition and targeting, as well as to ship-mounted anti-torpedo 
countermeasures.

The entire package, complete with software allowing the 
operator to intuitively operate the entire suite, is world class. The 
system is now currently operational with the United Kingdom’s 
Royal Navy and is about to become operational with the Turkish 
navy. In addition, after rigorous training by the US Navy, the suite 
will be used on their new littoral combat ships (LCS).

In addition to the 1,000-metre passive tow cable and the 
250-metre active tow cable, the ISS includes both automated and 
manned winch capabilities designed for easy installation on ships. 
The automated version of the high-speed winch system allows the 
unit to be controlled from a combat information centre (CIC). 

That level of control allows for real-time flexibility in a perpetually 
evolving warfare environment that is often hindered by constantly 
shifting environmental elements.

The environmental assessment capabilities of the suite also 
provide the warfighter with the historical context necessary to 
optimize performance in difficult environments. With the Rapid 
Environmental Assessment’s database being enabled with the 
geographic information system (GIS), the possibility of vital 
information falling through the cracks is drastically reduced. The 
Integrated Sonar Suite’s GIS ability also offers a better understand-
ing of the battle environment, providing for more timely and 
accurate intelligence to commanders.

The detection and automation systems alone make the ISS an 
impressive addition to any vessel, but the accompanying torpedo de-

Ultra’s portfolio of towed sonar source technologies is built upon the 
innovation and experience gleaned from several decades of research, 
development and manufacture of active transducers. Pictured, the 
Integrated Sonar Suite’s (ISS) hydrodynamic tow body, which houses free 
flooded rings. (courtesy ultra)

State-of-the-art 
technology enhances 

anti-submarine 
detection capabilities
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tection and countermeasures capabilities make the ISS a completely 
seamless system for modern navies. With just a single ping, the 
detection system is capable of identifying an approaching torpedo 
within the known database, providing the warfighter with the 
information necessary to engage the appropriate countermeasures 
for the advancing threat.

Those countermeasures are easily deployed with a simple, but 
secure activation. Hard-mounted pneumatic launchers use expend-
able acoustic devices to jam and disorient incoming torpedoes. The 
use of a pneumatic launch system avoids the intrinsic safety issues 
surrounding explosive-based launch systems, and allows the system 
to be easily mounted on most ships.

With all the technology Ultra has packed into the ISS, the most 
important and impressive aspect of the equipment has to be the 

versatility of the products available. The variety of tow options 
makes the ISS appropriate for every environment — whether it’s 
deep sea or shallow coastal waters.

The ability to customize the ISS to fit the requirements of the 
warfighter is immensely valuable given the multi-role dynamic 
encountered by modern navies as they take on a wide range of 
missions. Whether it is anti-piracy operations, drug interdiction 
operations, or battles against the experienced forces of an opposing 
naval force, the ISS is flexible enough to adapt.

Founded in 1920 and headquartered in the UK, Ultra Electron-
ics operates worldwide offering a wide range of defence and security 
products. With offices in Montreal, Ottawa and Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia, Ultra maintains a strong operational relationship with 
Canada and the North American markets. 

Ultra’s torpedo countermeasure is easily fitted 
on most warships and avoids the inherent safety 
issues associated with explosive launched systems. 
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40 MK4

For history buffs with a keen interest in the Second World 
War, the gun manufacturer brand name of Bofors is synonymous 
with the 40mm anti-aircraft weapons that were an essential part of 
the Canadian army, navy and air force arsenals of WWII. 

Originally designed by the Swedish armament producer Bofors, 
during the war the guns were built under licence in great numbers 
by factories located throughout the Commonwealth, the US and 
even by Axis powers. So prevalent was the presence of this 40mm 
anti-aircraft gun on all major battlefields, in all theatres of combat, 
that it is often simply referred to as “the Bofors gun.” Testimony 
to the efficiency of the basic weapon system is the fact that many of 
the original production models remain in front-line service around 
the world to the present day.

In 1990, when Canada had to hastily refit a small naval task force 
for service in the Persian Gulf, a number of Bofors guns destined 
for museums were hastily recalled and installed on our frigates and 
destroyers to increase their air defence capability. 

With that incredible worldwide reputation for designing 40mm 
cannons, Bofors – now a division of BAE Systems – has produced 
a new generation weapon system, based on the same calibre. 

The new 40 Mk4 naval gun is currently in the test and quali-
fication phase with the Swedish navy and it is expected to enter 
full production by mid-summer 2012. Unlike its World War II 
predecessor, which required gunners to hand-load clips of am-
munition in an open gun mount, the Mk4 system is an enclosed, 
fully automated, unmanned turret. The fully weather proof system 
protects the breech and recoil systems from even the most extreme 
elements, and it is being marketed for use on Arctic patrol vessels.

While a 40mm gun is a higher calibre than the main armament 
currently envisioned for Canada’s future fleet of Arctic patrol 
ships (they are requesting only .50 calibre weapons), one has to 

The Bofors 40 Mk4 naval gun system is an agile, flexible weapon systems 
designed to provide its user a lightning-quick response. Its low weight 
and compact dimensions combine with a long range and a high rate of 
fire. It can rapidly switch between optimised ammunition types, including 
programmable 40mm 3P all-target ammo. The 3P can be programmed 
for optimised effect against any target, including airburst patterns for new 
threats that were previously impossible to engage. The automatically 
loaded, remotely controlled weapon can also be locally controlled as a 
backup, equipping the operator for any scenario. (bae systems)

40 MK4
Bofors puts a modern 
new twist on an old 
classic system
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realize that any military operations in the Arctic will preclude a 
rapid reinforcement. In other words, it is possible to scale back 
a fire hose to water a garden, but it is impossible to upgrade a 
garden hose to fight a fire. Thus a heavier calibre weapon would 
make more sense when deploying into remote regions to enforce 
Canada’s sovereignty.

While it is a new naval weapon system, the Mk4 uses the same 
proven 40mm, 70 calibre gun that is currently in service with the 
Swedish army. It is these automatic cannons that constitute the 
main armament on the CV90 armoured vehicles that are currently 
in contention for the Canadian Army’s Close Combat Vehicle 
(CCV) competition. 

Another unique feature about this naval gun system is the 
fact that it can fire the new 3P (Pre-fragmented Programmable 
Proximity) 40mm ammunition. These new rounds provide the 
user/gunner with six different modes to choose from – such as 
high explosive, armour-piercing and air-burst – when they select 
the target. The proper setting is activated when the shells enter the 
breech. The rate of fire for the Mk4 is an impressive 300 rounds a 
minute. Within the turret there is a primary magazine containing 
30 rounds of ammunition and a further 70 shells are in a secondary 
magazine contained within the turret mount.

The design of the Bofors Mk4 allows for remote control using 
an off-mount fire control system. There is also a local control 
gyro-stabilised back up mode available.

At present, Bofors is hoping to deliver the first production 
systems to the Swedish navy by October 2013. 

This Bofors 40mm anti-aircraft gun saw service with armies and navies 
on both sides during WWII. Its usage was so prevalent that it became 
synonymous with air defence weapons around the world. Many of those 
original variants are still in service today. (u.s. navy)
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T he Bicentennial of the War of 1812 will begin on June 
18, 2012 and continue until February 2015 — two 
centuries after the war officially ended. During that period 
the federal government has announced plans to provide 

$28 million in funds to organizations across the country to support 
activities that commemorate the conflict. Predictably, this decision 
has drawn the ire of opposition politicians, who criticize the Harper 
government for trying to tie Canada’s history to its military. They 
also point out that such reckless spending is unwarranted in a time 
of financial uncertainty — despite the fact that $28 million is but a 
miniscule portion of the cost of the F-35 wonder jet (whatever that 
cost is) and it appears as though the government is still planning to 
purchase 65 of these overpriced toys.

One organization concerned with the 1812 bicentennial that will 
not receive one cent of taxpayer money is Honour Our 1812 Heroes 
(HOH), an advocacy group dedicated to getting the battle honours 
won by Canadian units of the War of 1812 awarded to modern army 
units that perpetuate them. Last October (Volume 18 Issue 9) I wrote 
about this group and, with the bicentennial nearly upon us, it is time 
to revisit HOH and see how their quest has progressed.

It is ironic that both the American and British armies have awarded 
honours for their units but Canada has refused to do so — despite 
the fact that, if the war had been lost, Canada would not exist today. 
The efforts of HOH to get Canada to match the response of the US 
and UK has been stubbornly resisted by DND bureaucrats and some 
senior officers. Lieutenant-Colonel (ret’d) Jeff Cairns, CD, chairman 
of the HOH group, attributes this obstinate refusal to honour the 
Canadians who fought in a war that saved this country to three factors.

by Newell Durnbrooke

First, most of the units that would receive 1812 honours are 
reserve units and that does not sit well with NDHQ which, despite 
lip service to the contrary, will always favour regular over reserve units. 

Second is the existence of simple bureaucratic inertia — it is always 
easier to say “no” because that is what has always been said, rather 
than thinking the matter through more carefully. 

Third, Cairns believes that many of the senior officers and 
bureaucrats involved are “green machine” advocates who believe 
that any innovations made during the Trudeau years are a sacred 
trust and must be preserved inviolate, particularly when it comes to 
heritage and tradition. He points out the recent resistance of some 
senior officers to the restoration of the Royal titles as an example of 
this attitude. “Fortunately,” Cairns added, “most of these people are 
approaching retirement and will disappear within the next few years. 
But right now, they infest NDHQ.” 

Cairns summarize HOH’s objectives: We want DND to recognize 
that Canada does have a pre-Confederation military history and that 
Canadian soldiers played a substantial role in defending this nation 
during the War of 1812. We want Canada to grant its own battle 
honours for this war: a general or theatre honour for the Defence 
of Canada, 1812-1815. Also the awarding of the four honours 
that have already been promulgated for British units: Detroit, 
Queenston, Lundy’s Lane and Maumee. Plus, we want two new 

The organization Honour Our 1812 Heroes wants to have the battle 
honours acquired during the war awarded to those units that still exist 
today. These include honours for the battles fought at Detroit, Queenston, 
Miami, Niagara, Chateauguay, Crysler’s Farm as well as an overall one 
for the Defence of Canada during the war (1812–1815). 

Fighting for 
those who 

fought for us 
200 years ago
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honours for two very import-
ant victories at Crysler’s Farm 
and Châteauguay.

For years DND has resisted 
these objectives, although 
they have recently gone so far 
as to establish perpetuations 
between 1812 and modern 
units, and award one honour 
for “Niagara” — the Battle 
of Lundy’s Lane in 1814 was 
given to a wartime Canadian 
unit by British authorities 
— to four modern militia 
regiments. 

DND can rarely be accused of the sin of originality and, to date, 
the department’s official response to the bicentennial has been an 
attempt to replay the naval centennial of 2010 by handing out 
pins to be worn on service dress and special centennial flags. The 
design of these latter novelties has not yet been approved, but their 
presentation, parading and laying up (if that is the correct term) 
have left those knowledgeable about military traditions scratching 
their heads as to how these items should be treated.

Cairns notes that the HOH group’s membership is growing 
steadily and it is starting to attract a lot of younger people. As the 
average Canadian is not particularly knowledgeable about military 
tradition and heritage, the subjects of battle honours and regimental 
colours can be confusing. For that reason, the HOH group created 
a cartoon that reduces a complex matter to something that can be 
easily grasped. It can be seen on YouTube at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PWlCTCgPXCM. 

Furthermore, the HOH group is now working through social 
media networks such as Facebook and Twitter (these can be ac-
cessed through the HOH website at www.Warof1812.ca/heroes). 
In addition, a number of artists have voluntarily contributed 
pictures intended to promote the group’s goals, some of which 
illustrate this article. There is even talk of launching an HOH song 
on YouTube to spread the word.

With the commencement of the bicentennial about two months 
away, HOH plans to step up efforts to gain support for its goals 
and will continue its campaign over the 34-month duration of the 
bicentennial and beyond, if necessary. 

Robert Henderson, vice-chairman of HOH, stresses that it has 
a secondary function, which is to educate Canadians about the War 
of 1812 and the record of Canadian soldiers during the conflict, a 
record too often ignored. He points out that another organization 
— the War of 1812 Casualty Database (www.1812casualties.org) 
— is dedicated to compiling the names of all British and Canadian 
soldiers who fought in the war. Approximately 1,100 Canadian 
regulars and militiamen died on active service during the conflict   
as compared to approximately the same number of British regulars. 
“This was not an insubstantial sacrifice,” Henderson says, “and 
it is about time DND recognized it, with the grant of honours.”

Standing squarely in the path of the HOH group is the Dir-
ectorate of History and Heritage, the DND section responsible 
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for military tradition, heritage and battle honours. HOH has its 
own specialists, however, and among them is Donald E. Graves, 
a former DHH staff member and an historian who has published 
eight books and dozens of articles on the War of 1812. Graves 
oversees the research activities of HOH and notes that the three 
professional historians involved with the group have, combined, 
nearly a century of research experience on the conflict.

René Chartrand, who oversees HOH matters relating to franco-
phone units, has also been employed by DND as an historian, and 
wrote Canadian Military Heritage, a two-volume set relating to the 
18th and 19th centuries and published by DND in 1993. Moreover, 
Chartrand is not only the former chief military curator of Parks 
Canada but also a specialist in vexillogy (the study of flags) and has 
acted as an advisor on this specialized subject to DND and other 
federal departments as well as foreign governments.

Chartrand is particularly concerned with the battle of Châ-
teauguay, which was fought along the river south of Montreal in 
October 1813. As this success turned back one of the most serious 
invasions of Canada ever launched, he is annoyed by DND’s refusal 
to grant a battle honour for the action. 

“This was a victory gained by a francophone commander leading 
francophone troops and their aboriginal allies,” he notes, “and 
it is simply inconceivable that in modern Canada, DND will not 
acknowledge it with a grant of a battle honour.” 

He adds that DND is also ignoring the Battle of Crysler’s 
Farm, fought near Morrisburg, Ontario, in November 1813, 
which brought an end to another major enemy invasion attempt 
by American forces. Chartrand is puzzled by the refusal of the 
DND bureaucrats to properly acknowledge this victory, which 
was won by anglophone and francophone Canadian soldiers and 
their aboriginal warrior allies, fighting alongside the British army. 

“It seems to me that this is one of the few times in Canadian 
history when the three groups that founded this nation made 
common cause against a common enemy — and it should be 
commemorated by the grant of battle honours,” says Chartrand.  

The HOH historians are not exactly strangers to the War of 
1812, notes Graves, adding “that the kind of expertise HOH 
possesses on the conflict is unique in Canada and no government 

department, including DND, possesses it.” Furthermore, the 
so-called experts on the War of 1812 employed by the Director-
ate of History and Heritage (DHH) “actually have a very thin 
knowledge base and have already made mistakes that are going to 
take considerable trouble to rectify.”

As a case in point occurred late last year when DHH offered 
the Battle Honour “Niagara” (in this case, the Battle of Lundy’s 
Lane, fought on July 25, 1814) to four Ontario militia regiments 
on the basis that they perpetuate the Incorporated Militia Battalion 
of 1812-1815, which received the honour from British authorities.

Apparently, DHH based the selection of the modern units to 
receive the honour on the grounds that companies of the Incorpor-
ated Militia were recruited in their geographic area. 

“Unfortunately,” says Graves, “DHH seems to think that the 
majority of incorporated companies were recruited from Kingston 
and west of that city, whereas nearly 40 to 50 per cent of the 
Incorporated Militia was recruited from Prescott east.” 

The result is that the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry High-
landers of Cornwall, whose regimental area is the St. Lawrence area 
of eastern Ontario, did not receive the honour of Niagara, which 
they deserve, according to DHH’s logic. The Glens have requested 
the assistance of the HOH historians to provide documentation 
for a case to be made that they are entitled to the Niagara honour. 

“That’s only one example,” says Graves, “and there are going 
to be more unless DHH starts to actually do some serious research 
in the national archives, but I very much doubt that is going to 
happen.” He adds that no one in DND is apparently aware that 
the British honour of Niagara, depending on unit and context, can 
mean two other military actions beside Lundy’s Lane. 

“What it comes down to,” Jeff Cairns comments, “is that 
the senior military and civilian personnel at DND are accepting 
DHH’s expertise at face value, but what if that expertise is wrong?” 
The result, Graves chimes in, “is going to be a military heritage 
cluster-fuddle of massive proportions that will take years, if not 
decades, to unravel.” 

Cairns believes that some time in the next month or so the 
Public Affairs section of DND will trumpet a major announcement 
about how the department and the Canadian Forces will provide 
support for the bicentennial and how strongly they support com-
memoration of the war. 

“They are going to fling open the doors and push out a brightly 
painted public affairs vehicle, which they have probably been 
working on for months,” laughs Cairns. “And the wheels will 
promptly fall off because the minister and senior officers are going 
to be embarrassed when they attend bicentennial activities and have 
no good answer for some of the hard questions that will be asked 
about battle honours.” 

I have to agree with him. The military heritage of Canada is too 
important to be left to the tender mercies of mid-level bureaucrats 
and the senior military officers they control like puppets on a string. 
If you want to support the very worthy cause of the HOH group, 
go to their website from which you can send an email directly 
to Prime Minister Harper and ask for his assistance to mark the 
gallantry of Canadian soldiers who fought nearly two centuries 
ago to save this nation. 

Amid the smoke from a War of 1812 reenacted battle, British soldiers 
load their black powder muskets, take aim and fire against the opposing 
American forces. 
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So you think you know your military history? Well, think again!

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of our “At Ease” feature, a collection of 
military trivia and humour. The answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.  

Good luck! Your input is welcome! Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

1. German ace Adolf Galland was noted 
for his “nose art.” What did he have on his 

Me109?

2. In the 1930s “IT” was sex. What was “IT” 
to a 1950s soldier?

3. Which American so-called “pacifist” sect 
provided a battalion to the Union Army?

4. How many 
Commonwealth 
battalions were 

awarded the 
Kapyong battle 

honour for Korea?

5. How many 
Canadian battle 
casualties were 
sustained in the 

Korean War?

6. What is the claim to fame of Cpl. Craig 
Harrison, of the Household Cavalry Regiment?

7. Jean-Marie Loret was a French resistance 
fighter; his father would not have been happy. 

Who was his dad?

8. Which classic WWII movie takes place 
entirely in Canada?

9. Our Governor 
General recently 
paid homage in 
France to which 

British army 
battalion?

10. In the words of 
the Civil War song, 
what do you do if 

you want to have a 
good time?
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Naval battles on Lake Ontario: 
The battle of the carpenters

by Michael Hurley

 
While Britain’s Royal Navy ruled the ocean waves during the 

 War of 1812, the fledgling American navy was able to  
challenge their supremacy on the Great Lakes 

A NATION’S NAVY HAS A 
place of pride in a county’s 
military, however large or small 
that force may be. A navy allows a 
country to extend its power both 
militarily and politically, close to 
home or around the world. Nav-
ies are expensive tools, costing 
large sums in time, money, and 
manpower; this can either be 
viewed as a drain on a nation’s 
coffers, or as an extension of its 
power. Great Britain spent years 
building the most powerful battle 
fleet in the world prior to 1914, 
and after the 1924 naval confer-
ence in Washington D.C. she was 
just as quick to scrap much of that 
fleet as the costs of maintaining it grew too great.

In the early years of the 19th century Britain possessed one of 
the most powerful naval fleets in the world. Crewed by well-trained 
and experienced officers and sailors of which only about 10 per 
cent of any ship’s company was made up of pressed men. With the 
destruction of the combined French and Spanish fleets at Trafalgar 
in 1805, the Royal Navy became the undisputed master of the 
oceans. So it came as a nasty surprise when the very small American 
navy even considered challenging the might of the Royal Navy. 

The American navy might be small, but it did possess a number 
of very well-constructed frigates mounting more guns than compar-
able British warships. American ships were well crewed and also 
led by well-trained and experienced officers who cut their teeth 
fighting Barbary pirates in the Mediterranean. While they might 
not be able to take on the first-rate ships of the line such as HMS 
Victory or Temeraire, they could take on and defeat a number of 
British frigates (like Guerriere and Java). With these actions the 
British Admiralty ordered that no frigates or sloops were to engage 

American frigates unless they 
where in force or leave them to 
their 50- and 74-rated ships (50 
and 74 referring to the number 
of guns a ship carried). Nelson’s 
Victory carried 100 guns and was 
rated a first-rate ship. 

At the beginning of the War 
of 1812 the British had the naval 
advantage on the Great Lakes 
with a small naval force under 
control of the Provincial Marine. 
While mostly a transport service, 
it did give the British control of 
Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, and the 
Upper Great Lakes. This naval 
control gave the British their 
early victories as it allowed them 

to quickly transport troops and supplies around the lakes. The 
British also augmented their naval forces with civilian schooners 
or ships owned by the North West Company. These civilian ships 
where quickly armed with cannon but, not being specifically built 
as warships, were top heavy and could be tricky to sail. 

Small naval stations and facilities had been established by the 
British at Kingston in Upper Canada, while the Americans settled 
at Sackets Harbor, New York. Both these bases where quickly ex-
panded as the British and Americans built ever-increasing numbers 
of ships. For the British and American navies the War of 1812 on 
Lake Ontario became a carpenter’s war and, like their British and 
German naval counter parts in The Great War, both sides knew they 
could very well lose the war in an afternoon. Each side required 
more men, supplies, ships, and treasure to support these growing 
fleets in an effort to try tip the balance of power in their favour 
and away from the enemy.

The first ships the Americans armed where civilian schooners to 
support their only war ship on Lake Ontario, the brig USS Oneida. 

Twice during the War of 1812 British vessels based at Kingston 
threatened the United States Navy base at Sackets Harbor, New 

York. The first attack by Provincial Marine vessels was repulsed by 
US Navy Lt. Melancthon Woolsey’s brig Oneida; the second would be 
called off by Sir George Prevost just as success was within reach of a 

British landing party. Here, British vessels work up into the bay towards 
Sackets Harbor with the benefit of a southerly wind. (“british attack on 

sackets harbor on lake ontario, 1812,” artist unknown. lac, c-001512) 

QUEENSTON HEIGHTS  ISAAC BROCK  TECUMSEH  MORAVIANTOWN  UPPER CANADA  ST LAWRENCE RIVER  CRYSLER’S 
FORT YORK  GREAT LAKES  NIAGARA RIVER   IROQUOIS LEAGUE OF NATIONS  MOHAWK   WARRIORS  FORT GEORGE  MILITIA 
CHATEAUGUAY  LAURA SECORD TIPEECANOE  PUT-IN-BAY  STONEY CREEK  LUNDY’S LANE  DE SALABERRY  FORT ERIE  F
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At the start of the war, the British 
had six equipped ships available: 
HMS Royal George and Prince 
Regent, the brigs Earl of Moira 
and Duke of Gloucester, and the 
schooners Seneca and Simcoe.

On July 19, 1812, the ships 
of the Provincial Marine attacked 
Sackets Harbor in an attempt to 
take the Oneida, but they were 
beaten off by fire from shore 
batteries. On September 3 the 
US Navy appointed Commodore 
Isaac Chauncey to take command 
of US naval forces on the Great 
Lakes as well as despatched a 
large number of carpenters and 
shipwrights to begin construc-
tion of proper war ships, starting 
with the corvette USS Madison. 
The British began construction of two corvettes to match Madison, 
one at Kingston and the other at York — the Isaac Brock — and 
appointed Royal Navy Commodore James Yeo to command British 
naval forces on the Great Lakes in early 1813.

The Americans were first out of the gate when the ice cleared at 
Sackets Harbor and Chauncey sent his ships to York in April 1813, 
capturing the Duke of Gloucester as well as the canon and supplies 
intended for the British naval squadron on Lake Erie. Following this 
up with naval actions in the western end of Lake Ontario, landing 
Major General Henry Dearborn’s army at Newark and driving the 
British from the Niagara region in May.

It was now the British’s turn, sailing from Kingston with a strong 
force of infantry towards New York. With the British threatening 
Sackets Harbour, the Americans burned the Duke of Gloucester 
which had been captured at York in April and set fire to the General 
Pike, which had been under construction, but it was later salvaged. 

However, large quantities of 
naval stores and supplies where 
destroyed to keep them out of 
the hands of the British. 

This action pulled Chauncey 
back to Sackets Harbor, which he 
refused to leave until the Pike was 
repaired and ready for sea. This 
gave Yeo command of the lake 
and allowed the British to drive 
the Americans back to Niagara, 
as well as forward troops and 
supplies to Burlington Heights, 
what is present-day Hamilton, 
Ontario. On July 21 Chauncey 
sailed into the lake and attempted 
to attack the British defences at 
Burlington Heights. However, 
the defenders were too well 
prepared in strong defensive 

positions. Changing plans, Chauncey then sailed on to York, which 
he successfully captured this time, causing little loss and even 
returning some property looted earlier in April.

August 1813 found Yeo and Chauncey snarling at one another 
off the mouth of the Niagara River, manoeuvring for position to 
attack. Both squadrons, while comparable in size and makeup, were 
very differently armed, thereby giving each side different tactical 
advantages and disadvantages. Yeo’s British ships were mostly 
armed with carronades, which were most effective at short range. 
Chauncey’s ships, on the other hand, were mostly armed with long 
24- and 32-pound guns, which were effective at longer ranges. 

For Yeo, tactical advantage would come with rough seas that 
would allow him to close with Chauncey’s ships, and blast them at 
close range. For Chauncey, a calm sea would allow him to stand off 
and pound the British ships before they could come into effective 
carronade range. 

ABOVE:  During the War of 1812, both the British and American 
forces were in need of shipwrights and carpenters to build ships. (“the 

shipwright and his family,” an oil painting by julian drummond)  
TOP INSET:  Royal Navy 12-pounder carronade was a common 

weapon on small vessels, but had limited range of fire.

“For Chauncey, a calm sea would 
allow him to stand off and pound the 

British ships before they could come 
into effective carronade range”

QUEENSTON HEIGHTS  ISAAC BROCK  TECUMSEH  MORAVIANTOWN  UPPER CANADA  ST LAWRENCE RIVER  CRYSLER’S 
FORT YORK  GREAT LAKES  NIAGARA RIVER   IROQUOIS LEAGUE OF NATIONS  MOHAWK   WARRIORS  FORT GEORGE  MILITIA 
CHATEAUGUAY  LAURA SECORD TIPEECANOE  PUT-IN-BAY  STONEY CREEK  LUNDY’S LANE  DE SALABERRY  FORT ERIE  F
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In the night of August 10 a sudden storm blew up, capsizing 
the American schooners Hamilton and Scourge, with the loss of 
53 men. On the morning of the August 10 Yeo was to windward 
of Chauncey when both men ordered their squadrons to action 
stations and formed their respective lines of battle, with Chauncey’s 
fleet forming in two lines. As the fighting became general, Chauncey 
ordered his windward line to steer downwind and reform to leeward 
of his heavy vessels. The two leading schooners, Julia and Growler, 
became separated and cut off from the rest of the squadron and 
were taken by Yeo. Both squadrons returned to their respective 
bases to refit and resupply.

September found Yeo and Chauncey fighting actions off the 
mouth of the Genesee River and again off Burlington, which left 
Yeo’s flag ship, the HMS Wolfe, badly damaged by the General 
Pike. This action is known as The Burlington Races, as Chauncey 
chased Yeo towards Burlington Bay. 

With guns of the British batteries on the heights covering Yeo’s 
ships and a gale fast growing, Chauncey called off further action to 
make repairs to his own damaged ships. However, Chauncey had 
effective control of the lake until October 2 when Yeo, his ships 
now repaired, escaped back to Kingston in a storm. Chauncey 
did capture five schooners including the recapture of the Growler 
and Julia.

Over the winter of 1813-14 both squadrons rebuilt, rearmed and 
renamed their captured ships as well as laid down new construction. 
For the British it was two frigates, HMS Prince Regent and Princess 
Charlotte, which where used on May 6 during the raid on Fort 
Oswego. This raid resulted in the capture of a number of unarmed 
vessels including the Growler, for the third time. It also resulted 
in the capture of a number of heavy guns destined for Chauncey’s 
own heavy frigates the USS Superior and Mohawk as well as the 
brig sloops Jones and Jefferson.

From August to October 1814 Chauncey once again controlled 
the lake, but refused to support Major-General Jacob Brown on 
the Niagara frontier when he attacked British Lt.-General Gordon 
Drummond. In September, Chauncey did transport Major-General 
George Izard’s army from Sackets Harbor to the Genesee River 
in support of Jacob Brown, however, Izard refused to attack the 
outnumbered British army.

On October 15 Yeo sets sail in his newly built first-rate ship of 
the line, the HMS St. Lawrence, which was mounted with 112 guns. 
Chauncey was once again driven from the lake, giving control to 
Yeo until November 21 when winter set in.

During the winter of 1814-15 Chauncey ordered the construc-
tion of two more warships, the USS New Orleans and Chippawa, 
with each designed to carry 130 guns to counter the St. Lawrence. 
For his part, Yeo ordered the construction of the HMS Wolfe (II) 
and the HMS Canada, each to carry 112 guns. 

However, this was for naught as peace between the two nations 
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broke out in December 1814 with the signing of the Treaty of 
Ghent. In a separate treaty, known as the Rush-Bagot Treaty 
of 1817, both the US and Britain set limits on the number and 
strength of warships allowed on the Great Lakes, which was limited 
to four each with only one ship of 100 tons armed with a single 
18-pounder gun allowed on Lake Ontario. 

The fleets that Yeo and Chauncey had spent so much of their 
respective nation’s treasure to build where stripped and placed 
“in ordinary,” that is storage. The British built a large storehouse 
known as the “stone frigate” in Kingston to keep naval stores in. 
This building can be found on the grounds of the Royal Military 
College of Canada and is used as a dormitory for graduating cadets. 

By 1827 all British ships were unfit for service and the stores were 
sold off in 1834 with the surviving ships written off or disposed of 
over the next few years. Several, including the St. Lawrence, sunk 
in Navy Bay, Kingston. Within six years the American squadron 
had fallen into disrepair due to the use of green timber and rough 
construction. The one surviving ship was the unfinished New 
Orleans, which was enclosed in a shed that collapsed in 1881. The 
remains of the ship were sold off in 1883.

The end result of all this shipbuilding on Lake Ontario was an 
expensive naval draw with both squadrons, and the consumption 
of great amounts of men and materials that might have been used 
on other fronts, most notably for the British on Lake Erie and 
Lake Champlain — not including the demands for transport to 
move supplies and manpower to Yeo, while starving other fronts 
of manpower and supplies. 

Sackets Harbor, never really a large village or naval facility, was 
unable to cope with the influxes of soldiers, sailors and shipwrights. 
This put a heavy strain on the city’s resources, causing many to 
die from inadequate rations in the winter and from disease during 
the summer. Throughout the war neither Yeo nor Chauncey 
acted decisively; both men refused to support army operations 
and hoarded supplies that might have been better used elsewhere. 

With the end of the war, however, it all became academic as 
their respective fleets rotted away while sitting in ordinary. Their 
race for naval supremacy would be mirrored by future navies and 
countries in the race for bigger, better, stronger forces. 

On April 27, 1813, at dawn, a U.S. invasion fleet from Sackets Harbor 
rounded Gibraltar Point on Lake Ontario and headed for a stretch of 
beach west of the blockhouse of old Fort York. The ships consisted of 
the corvette Madison, a brig, and twelve schooners under the command 
of U.S. Navy Commodore Isaac Chauncey. Each ship towed a string of 
flat-bottomed sailing barges, full of 1,800 heavily armed American soldiers 
and marines, mainly from the 6th, 15th and 16th U.S. Infantry, and the 3rd 
U.S. Artillery fighting as infantry. They were led by Brigadier Zebulon Pike. 
Their intention was to blow up the magazine, destroy the shipyard and 
open up a new campaign in Upper Canada by occupying York, the capital 
of Upper Canada. (“toronto, 1813” by owen staples, toronto reference 
library, j. ross robertson collection)
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Enemies to friends

by George Sweanor

Following the cessation of World War II hostilities in Germany  
on May 8, 1945, it did not take long for former bitter foes  

to become welcome allies — or even friends 

SOMETIMES, A STRONG BOND OF  
friendship grows between former enemies. 
Each realizes the other was caught up in the 
least noble of human activities through no 
fault of their own — and each knows only 
too well the horrors of war. It is so with Rod 
and Otti and Joan and me. We entertained 
their family in our home in Centralia and 
we spent a delightful week in their home in 
Fürstenfeldbruck, Bavaria, in August 1987. 
Otti had lost family members to our bombs 
in Hamburg, a city I had bombed.

* * * *

I first met Roderick Cescotti in 1957 when, 
as a major in the new Luftwaffe, he led the 
first group of 300 German cadets to London 
and Centralia, Ontario, to commence pilot 
training. Later I was to find among this group 
one who, as a high school student in March 
1943, was manning the flak battery that initiated the train of events 
that led to the destruction of my Halifax bomber and 800 days of 
internment. We also became friends.

As a squadron leader in charge of the ground courses for the 
cadets, I seized the opportunity to greet all new arrivals, both 
Canadian and European, and to integrate them as NATO trainees, 
believing that the political aspects would eventually outweigh 
the military. From the start I found Rod to be a conscientious, 
hard-working, and likable officer. I recognized in him a man with 
immense air experience that he had to hide. The military was not 
popular in post-war Germany and uniforms were restricted to 
military bases. In Canada, there was residual resentment towards 
rebuilding the German military and — although he genuinely 
believed the right side won the war — Rod had to tread cautiously. 

For him there were no reunions or war stories 
that the rest of us enjoyed. It has taken me years 
to gradually piece together Rod’s amazing, 
varied, and most dangerous career and to come 
up with this very brief summary.

Roderick Cescotti was born in Bad Her-
renalb, in southwest Germany, on May 4, 
1919. He joined the Luftwaffe in 1937, 
earning his wings and commission in 1939. 
He was sent to Norway, after the invasion, 
to fly bombers against the Rolls Royce plant 
near Glasgow, shipping off Scotland, and 
Murmansk convoys. The climax of the Battle 
of Britain, on September 15, 1940, was the 
date of Rod’s 12th raid on England. Near 
London, a Spitfire put 30 holes in his Heinkel 
111. Staggering home to his Belgian base, he 
crash-landed. Reichsmarschall Hermann Gör-
ing was making a surprise visit and all personnel 
had to assemble quickly, including bruised and 

battered Rod. Göring’s scowl at seeing this unkempt officer in the 
ranks turned to smiles when his queries revealed Rod’s career. He 
summoned his aide, the chief of Luftwaffe personnel, and pinned 
an Iron Cross on Rod’s flying jacket.

Rod was again wounded in 1941 by naval flak while attacking 
shipping, but he went on to fly Dornier 217s and Focke-Wulf 200s, 
and he survived an amazing 129 bombing operations over Britain, 
the Russian front, including Stalingrad, Tunisia, Italy, and southern 
France. In January 1944 he crash-landed his Heinkel 177 bomber 
to save his crew, but dislocated his shoulder when thrown out of 
his harness. It required a 12-centimetre pin, and it still bothers 
him. We of the Royal Air Forces could retire from combat after 
60 operations. Only death or capture could retire Luftwaffe crews.

In October 1944 Rod was based at Celle, northeast of Hannover, 

Roderick Cescotti served in the Luftwaffe 
during WWII, earning his Iron Cross medal 

after surviving a crash-landing.

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 
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ABOVE:  Rod Cescotti retired in 1980 as commander of 
BALTAP. He had 4,000 flying hours, qualified on 34 different 

types of aircraft, and authored several books.   
TOP INSET:  The nose cone gunner takes aim while the pilot of 

the Heinkel 111 keeps a steady course.

after Kampfgeschwader 100 — with 
its He 177s and Dornier 217s, 
equipped with remote-controlled 
glide and buzz bombs, and amour-
piercing anti-shipping bombs — had 
been disbanded because German 
priorities were now shifting to 
home defence. Major Aufhammer, 
Kommodore of Jagdgeschwader 301 
(JG 301), which flew FW190s and 
Me 109s, needed a wing technical 
officer responsible for 278 fighters, 
and chose Rod. Aufhammer, a 
former bomber pilot, had destroyed 
with his bomber formation the 
USAAF plan to use Soviet bases for 
“shuttle bombing” by knocking out 
42 B-17s, 15 P-51s and Soviet aircraft on the ground at Poltawa.

New wings were being formed to combat Allied air attacks and 
Rod discovered it was easier to get new FW190s than experienced 
pilots, as most were now dead. Pilots were being posted in with 
very little flying experience, which resulted in high casualties. One 
day, in bad weather, a decorated commander of the neighbouring 
JG 300 refused to scramble his young pilots against an incoming 
Berlin raid. Göring ordered the entire station to assemble. He called 
them cowards and tore the Knight’s Cross from the neck of the 
commander, then demoted him. In protest, all the pilots in Wings 
300 and 301 swore not to wear their medals for the rest of the war. 

The life expectancy of pilots and their FW190s was 10 flying 
hours. Fuel was another major problem. It was now taking a week 
to refuel all aircraft after a major attack. Units of JG 301 were based 
at Welzow, from where they buzzed my POW camp in Sagan. We 
inferred the pilots were young and inexperienced as one barely 
survived when he hit the top of a tree on the compound perimeter. 

We imagined the questions that 
awaited his return to base.

Rod also flew the Tank, named for 
Kurt Tank, the FW190 designer. This 
high-altitude fighter was designed 
to combat the B-29. In April 1945 
Rod took command, in the rank of 
hauptmann (captain), of II/JG 301 
with its four squadrons. Knowing 
the war was about over, he sought 
to safeguard the lives of his air and 
ground crews. His last operational 
flight was on April 25, 1945 against 
Soviet artillery bombing Berlin. He 
then took his men on a hazardous 
trek to a safe area to await the inevit-
able surrender. 

During the war, Rod had sustained flak damage to his personal 
aircraft on 14 occasions.

On June 8, 1945, feeling that death was no longer imminent, 
Rod married Otti Hemmerling, who had worked in the operations 
section of JG 301. They had two sons and one daughter. One son 
now lives in Brussels, the other in Moscow with his Russian wife. 
The daughter lives in Munich.

On July 1 the British disbanded JG 301, moving its personnel 
to POW camps. As a POW, Rod worked on the now-RAF bases 
of Münster-Handorf and Gütersloh as an interpreter. He then 
attended language college and became an export executive for 
a steel company. In 1952 he joined the new Luftwaffe in the Air 
Planning Group, where he remained until going to Canada in 
1957. In 1959 he went to Luftwaffe Training Command, and then 
spent five years as commanding officer of a tactical reconnaissance 

ENEMIES TO FRIENDS ... CONT’D ON PAGE 74

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 

“His last operational flight was on 
April 25, 1945, against Soviet artillery 

bombing in Berlin. He then took his 
men on a hazardous trek to a safe area 

to await the inevitable surrender”
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Fraser Eadie and Cliff remained with the 
“little black devils” until he was wounded; 
his work with veterans and amputees is well 
known to most of us.

Although I had been a keen follower 
of Nottingham Panthers ice hockey while 
stationed in the UK, my first introduction 
to Canadian hockey was in Korea at the fa-
mous “Imjin Gardens” — a rink established 
on the ice of that river.

VISIT NEWFOUNDLAND!
Marine Atlantic shipping has extended 
its generous offer to serving personnel 
and veterans. On proof of identification, 
members and veterans may travel free on 
the vessels between Port-au-Basques and 
North Sydney NS. Travel between Argentia 
and North Sydney is offered with a 50% 
reduction of normal fare. For information 
and bookings, contact Maritime Atlantic 
reservations at 1-800-341-7981.

THANKS, PAT!
Patricia Varga, Dominion President of the 
Royal Canadian Legion, issued the follow-
ing press release:

How could two departments of the federal 
government be so diametrically opposed? I ask 
this question because there are two economic 
support programs for our veterans in play 
here.

One is the Service Persons Income Security 
Insurance Plan Long Term Disability (SISIP 
LTD), a mandatory insurance program 
for Canadian Forces (CF) members, and 
the other is the Veterans Affairs Canada 

A s a Maple Leafs fan, I must confess 
that Stanley Cup fever is something 

that’s going to have to wait until next year. 
However, I have received from two readers 
an account of a number of extraordinary 
hockey players from a single military unit. 

The Royal Winnipeg Rifles had three 
members who were picked for the NHL 
in 1940, but elected to go to war instead. 
Jeff Nicklin was also a member of the Grey 
Cup-winning Winnipeg Blue Bombers 
football team. As well as a hockey player 
with the Rifles, Fraser Eadie played for the 
Chicago Blackhawks, while War Amps CEO 
Cliff Chadderton played for the New York 
Rangers’ farm team, the Falcon Rangers. 
All went on the greater heights. Nicklin 
commanded the 1st Canadian Parachute 
Battalion until his death in action in early 
1945. He was succeeded in command by 

Earnings Loss Benefit (VAC ELB).
Before October 2011 the New Veterans 

Charter (NVC) and the Service Person’s 
Income Security Insurance Plan (SISIP) pro-
vided for 75% of a Canadian Forces member’s 
salary at release — the two programs were 
exactly the same. Injured members were on 
one or the other.

Last year, in response to appeals from 
veterans’ groups such as The Royal Canadian 
Legion, the federal government announced 
they would increase the benefits to ensure 
basic needs such as shelter, food, clothing, etc. 
VAC implemented the increased amount to 
the ELB program on October 3, 2011.  The 
Department of National Defence/CF did 
not. Therefore, there is now a huge inequity! 
Through no fault of their own we have some 
veterans who have been injured attributable 
to their military service being paid $40,000 
per year and some at less than $20,000.

This is an unacceptable situation and 
needs to be fixed now. We have given DND 
and the CF ample time to fix this inequity but 
there has been no commitment to date. Now, 
with the federal government deficit reduction 
a certainty, The Royal Canadian Legion is 
looking for a commitment and a firm date.

This is a substantive example of how 
the federal government’s deficit reduction 
program is being run on the backs of our 
veterans. Surely our veterans deserve better 
treatment than this. Those that have been 
injured in the performance of their duties 
with the CF deserve the same income support 
regardless of which program they are on.  This 
is only fair.

‘TIS THE SEASON!

Lieutenant-Colonel Jevon Albert “Jeff” 
Nicklin OBE was a Canadian soldier and 

football player. He was one of the first 
Canadians to jump on D-Day and to jump 

into German territory. Nicklin was killed on 
March 24, 1945, during the latter action. 
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It is inconceivable that institutions such 
as the CF and the federal government can 
stand up and say we care for our troops and 
we care for our own when they treat the most 
vulnerable of our veterans so shoddily.

Young men and women today join the CF 
for a rewarding career. To have it cut short by 
a debilitating injury is hard enough, however, 
the loss of a suitable income should they be 
unable to work again is a two-fold burden 
that they should not have to bear.

There is no doubt that this lady is work-
ing hard on behalf of our veterans. This 
was further evidenced by a letter from her 
to a daily newspaper. She alerts veterans 
(and warns the public) that a company is 
offering to “obtain veterans benefits” (for a 
fee, of course). I had previously warned our 
readers of an advertisement that promised 
to obtain “government money for certain 
people with disabilities” (i.e., tax credits). 
These companies appear to be trying to rip 
off vulnerable victims. 

If you have money coming to you, 
whether from Revenue Canada, Veterans 
Affairs or any other department, you may 
get help, and the appropriate forms from 
the department itself or, in the case of 
veterans benefits, the Legion, ANAF Vets, 
NCVA (through the War Amps) or many 
veterans organizations. There is no charge 
for these services.   

If you’ll permit, me, I’ll tell you a story. 
Between the military and Emergency Plan-
ning I worked as a UIC (Unemployment 

Insurance Commission) investigator. I 
found that some travel agents were charging 
New Canadians a fee for completing their 
weekly report cards. One agent, although 
he charged more, had many more clients 
than the others. 

I found that his clients were receiving 
greater benefits than the rest. Why? 
Whether or not the claimant had been 
working, he simply reported nil earnings 
and the client signed! But guess who ended 
up in front of the judge!

BE IN THE KNOW
I am lucky. I have a host of correspondents 
who keep me up-to-date on matters 
affecting veterans and military members. 
Space limitations and duplication con-
cerns mean that much of the material I 
receive is not always able to get into the 
“Old Guard.” I would recommend that 
readers wishing to be up-to-date log into  
www.VeteranVoice.info, which carries a 
listing from a multitude of sources.

MEDALS
I haven’t heard too much about medals 
lately. After pensions, they were the most 
frequent enquiries to this column. The 
latest word I have is in relation to the 
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal (Canada). Sixty thousand of these 
are being minted. 

Medals will be awarded until November 
2013. Authorized nominators have already 
been designated — nominations will only 
be accepted from these individuals. (In 
other words, nominations from other 
individuals will not be considered — much 
as he may deserve it, you can’t put in for 
your buddy Joe.)

Some allocations: Canadian Forces 
get 11,000; RCMP 2,300; public service 
4,000, senators and MPs are allocated 30 
each; and non-government organizations 
(which would include veterans groups) have 
a quota of 10,000.

A Veterans Ombudsman’s Award 
has been announced. This is presented 
to deserving individuals for service to 
veterans in general. The requirements 
are somewhat similar to the Minister’s 
award, and recommendations are in-
vited from any interested parties. For 
details, contact the Ombudsman’s office at  

A new commemorative 
medal was created 
to mark the 2012 

celebrations of the 
60th anniversary of 

Queen Elizabeth II’s 
accession to the 

Throne as Queen of 
Canada. The reverse 
of the medal marks 

the 60th, or diamond, 
anniversary of the 

accession, expressed 
by the central 

diamond shape. The 
maple leaves refer 

to Canada, while the 
motto VIVAT REGINA 
means “Long live The 

Queen!”
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IN MEMORIAM
I have received a letter from a descendant of Leon Leblanc, who 
served overseas in WWII, in which he asks if I could remember 
veterans who have passed away in this column. Sadly, I cannot 
name all of the many vets who are no longer with us. From time 
to time I hear of an old acquaintance or distinguished vet known 
to our readers, but space just doesn’t permit me to include 
everyone. Because Alfred Leblanc has taken the trouble to write 
me I will record the passing of his father, Leon. Although Private 
Leblanc didn’t distinguish himself in any especial way, he was one 
the millions who simply did his job — and without whom victory 
would have been impossible. To Leon Leblanc — and all those 
like him — Canada will always be indebted.

(Note to Alfred — the “good conduct badge” is an upside-down 
chevron worn on the left sleeve denoting three years of “undetected 
crime.”)

FOOTNOTE
• Many commentators have and will continue to offer insight 

and opinion on the effect of budget cuts on Veterans. However, 
compared with other departments, VAC got off lightly with a $1.1 
billion cut. The department will apparently direct most of the 
savings to “streamlining” the Veterans Independence Program. 
VAC has already announced that half-yearly advance payments 
based on current local service rates will replace the current monthly 
payments.

• We’re sneakily taking over! I hear that the RCAF may be 
hiring superfluous RAF pilots to meet a serious shortage. Then 
next step may be to follow the Australian example and take on 
Royal Navy laid off submariners. This is the thin end of the wedge! 
Native Canadians beware: Next thing you know we “poms” will 
have you eating kippers and watching the sort of football where 
the feet actually contact the ball!

• What’s a vet? A veteran is someone — whether active duty, 
retired or reserve — who at one point in his or her life, wrote a blank 
cheque made payable to “The Country of Canada” for an amount 
of “up to and including my life.” (Thanks RCL, Br. 638.) 

could have two operational submarines by the end of 2012, 
though a lack of up-to-date training for submariners may delay 
the full operational launch of the Windsor.

With several procurement programs already in motion or 
anticipated shortly, the survival of several programs is now in 
question. Further delays are likely in a number of portfolios, 
including the long-awaited replacement of fixed-wing search 
and rescue aircraft that are rapidly approaching the end of their 
operational lifespan after nearly two decades of politicking.

The budget does indicate that the aging CF-18 fleet will 
be replaced, but does not name the F-35 specifically as the 
planned replacement. Instead, the budget indicates that the 
government will be looking for an affordable replacement. 
Given the cost overruns and the delays experienced by the 
Joint Strike Fighter Program, the budget does little to alleviate 
political pressure mounting against the plane. 

Furthermore, there is currently no indication that the ship-
building contracts awarded to Seaspan and Irving Shipyards 
are currently in any danger.

“Our understanding is this does not affect — in any way 
— the shipbuilding program which is so important to Nova 
Scotia’s future,” said Nova Scotia Finance Minister Graham 
Steele.

The Defence Department’s operational spending will be 
reduced by $327 million this year, while $3.54 billion in equip-
ment procurement over the next several years will be delayed.

That could include the long awaited $3.1 billion plan to 
replace the Buffalo fixed-wing search and rescue platform. 
With the FWSAR replacement plan stumbling through 
political minefields for years, a clear competition for a much-
anticipated replacement was set to commence before the 
budget was announced. However, the budget cuts and the 
potential for acquisitions to be spread over a longer time frame 
could once again derail the FWSAR procurement process. 
Estimates by Paul Martin’s Liberal government, which had 
green-lighted the procurement of FWSAR planes in late 2003, 
had placed the end of the current fleet’s life cycle sometime 
between 2015 and 2017.

Along with the drastic cuts to personnel, training and 
equipment, National Defence is also scrapping its $100,000 
allowance to the Conference of Defence Associations. CDA 
lobbied for an increase in military spending.

Despite substantial lobbying by the Royal Canadian Legion 
and a multitude of veterans organizations, Veterans Affairs 
Canada will see a 1.1 per cent reduction in its funding. The 
cuts to VAC were strongly opposed by groups lobbying for 
the federal government to exempt the department from cuts 
similarly to the US and Britain.

While the 1.1 per cent reduction is smaller than that experi-
enced by some departments, veterans support organizations 
have expressed frustration and dismay with the action. 

BUDGET CUTS ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32

Some veterans will be affected by the streamlining of the VIP.
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Military books 

W hat We Talk About When We 
Talk About War is a complex 

examination of the philosophical, 
moral, socio-political and historical 
implications of war as they relate to 
Canada. Written by Noah Richler, 
What We Talk About is a vast and 
involved work, which examines 
how Canadians view theirs and 
their country’s commitment to 
international wars and events. In 

it, Noah Richler digs deep into the unconscious decisions and 
opinions of the Canadian population, looking at Canadian 
military myths and rhetoric and how they shape Canadians’ 
opinions of themselves.

What We Talk About, in my opinion, is a book worthy of joining 
some of the greatest examinations of human behaviour. Richler 
writes in a bold and provocative way and with such authority that, 
even if you don’t agree with him, his arguments are valid and well 
researched. It is clear that so much time and effort has gone into 
making this book as solid and free-standing as possible, with well-
supported opinions and a plethora of excellent references. It is also 
refreshing to see a book that takes in the whole picture of the past 
decade; Richler references the end of the Afghanistan commitment, 
the killing of Osama bin Laden and Canada’s commitment to the 
Libya intervention.

Richler presents a scathing and unsettling description of humans 
in his book, continuously pointing out the fact that humankind 
constantly engages in the terribly wasteful activity of war. He 
also provides a description of modern-day Canadians, indirectly 
criticizing them for flaunting the nation’s past and acting as if they 

W h a t  We  Ta l k  A b o u t  W h e n  We  Ta l k  A b o u t 
War  by Noah Richler.  Publ ished in 2012 by 
Goose  Lane Publ i sh ing,  inc ludes  370 pages .  
ISBN: 978-0-86492-622-7. Softcover: $24.95

are somehow responsible for the victories of previous generations. 
He examines the sentiment that pervaded Canadians’ opinions 
during the 2000s that Canada should move from a peacekeeping 
nation to a war-fighting nation. He also takes an interesting and 
very original look at Canada’s history of addressing conflicts 
and problems through negotiations and peaceful relations, even 
referencing the fact that Canada was basically founded around the 
Hudson Bay Company.

What We Talk About is a huge book that touches on a myriad 
of different topics, but centres primarily around how Canadians 
have viewed wars and their part in wars over the centuries of our 
country’s existence. It is a fairly opinionated work, but one which 
backs up its opinion very well, taking into account many different 
opinions about Canada’s warrior history. Definitely a book that will 
get people talking and turn a few heads, I couldn’t recommend 
it more.

T he Patrol is a memoir of war, written by Canadian reserv-
ist who worked as a signaller in the Canadian Army in 

Afghanistan. Ryan Flavelle’s book, The Patrol, is a look at 
modern warfare — and how it has changed drastically since the 
days of our forefathers. Flavelle is a young university graduate 
who, by a great feat of perseverance, has managed to publish 
his memoirs, which provide a stark contrast to the memoirs of 
previous generations of soldiers. The Patrol is a first-person view 
of war, the story of a seven-month tour told directly through 
the eyes of a man who was there and patrolled Afghanistan.

reviews by Alex Davis

While Canada’s mission in 
Afghanistan may be winding down, 
the literary coverage is just ramping up

Many Canadians shared the opinion that our forces should move from 
peacekeeping missions to a combat role in Afghanistan.
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In it, Ryan talks about the bor-
ing, foot-slogging patrols from one 
forward operating base to another, 
and the gripping, intense moments 
of his career. He tells these stories 
from his own perspective, as if he were 
speaking directly from the moment 
that the events happened, going so 
far as to explain the sweat that dripped 
down his face at the moment or the 
ringing in his ears. 

Despite the story being recounted 
from such a personal perspective, The Patrol is told with great 
detail. The author literally paints a picture of the muddy grape 
fields, the filth-covered wadis and the unbearably hot, dusty climate 
of Afghanistan. Despite his youth, Flavelle writes very well and 
thoughtfully, with detail and environment where it is needed and 
brevity where it is appropriate as well. At the end of chapter two, the 
author reveals a talent for poetry that he exercised in Afghanistan, 
a talent that is evident in almost every page of his story.

Flavelle talks about many different things in his book, not just 
the dangers of Afghanistan or the harrowing journeys of his patrols. 
He speaks about his relationships with the soldiers around him, how 
they interact with each other. He likens the army to a “high school” 
where the infantry are the “jocks” and the signallers’ unit, his unit, 
would be the audio-visual club. He describes his conversations with 
other soldiers, his interactions with the population of Afghanistan 
and the way that he viewed his superior officers during the war. 
He also talks about his job as a signaller during the war, and the 
endless menial tasks of repairing and manning the army’s radios.

Overall, The Patrol is one of the most personal, in-your-face 
and relatable battle memoirs I’ve read to date. Ryan Flavelle is the 
modern soldier, speaking to people on their own level in a clear 
and easily understandable way. It is a battle memoir that few others 
will be able to emulate. 

T h e  P a t r o l  b y  R y a n  F l a v e l l e ,  f o r e w o rd  b y 
David J. Bercuson. Published in 2011 by Harper 
Collins, includes 251 pages,  b/w images, index.  
ISBN: 978-0-1-44340-717-5. Softcover: $29.99

that brought fires in on pro-Gadhafi forces, but we did not actually 
participate in those kinetics. I think it would be the right thing for 
Canada to have that as well as a precise land attack missile.

EdeC: Similar to the Cruise missile?
Maddison: Right. There are a number of technologies out there. 
We’re now in the very exciting period of turning the National 
Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy, which is a phenomenally posi-
tive development for the Canadian Forces and the navy. These are 
requirements that will all be part of the mix as we drive towards 
what will be the final design and capability mix for the Canadian 
surface combatant, which will be the core of the fleet that will take 
us into the mid-century. 

VADM MADDISON ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

What was your first car?  A 1974 Fiat.
What’s your favourite book? The Lord of the Rings trilogy.
What’s you favourite movie? The Shawshank Redemption.
In high school, you would have been voted most likely to…  
Not become commander of the Royal Canadian Navy.
What did you want to be when you grew up?  A poet.
What would you be if you weren’t Commander of the 
Navy? A professional hockey sportscaster.
What’s your favourite 1970s TV show?  Hockey Night in 
Canada.
What’s you favourite hockey team?  The Toronto Maple 
Leafs.
What current NHL player shares your playing style?  
Phil Kessel.
Who was your childhood hero?  Bobby Orr.

VAdm Maddison’s
Rapid Fire Q&A:

Petty Officer 2nd Class David Pierce (left), Able Seaman Brian Woodrow 
(middle), and Ordinary Seaman Christopher Nash (right) send Morse 
code through light signals from HMCS Charlottetown to allied ships during 
OP ACTIVE ENDEAVOUR. As part of the NSPS, the frigates will be 
undergoing exhaustive refits in the coming years. (cpl ronnie kinnie, dnd)
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A MULTI-MISSION AIRCRAFT
I would like to point out that Ronald McIsaac (Letter to the Editor: “Why 
Not go With the Best of the Rest?” Volume 19 Issue 2) is completely 
wrong in his letter that the F-18E/F Super Hornet is the same fighter 
as the CF-18 but only an upgraded version of the legacy Hornet.

The Super Hornet may share the same appearance as the CF-
18, but that’s all it shares with it. The Super Hornet is a top-tiered 
fourth generation fighter that is more capable than the EuroFighter 
Typhoon, the Gripen or the French Dassault Rafale. The Super 
Hornet is a much larger plane with a bigger airframe than the old 
Hornets, carries more fuel, longer range, more hard external points 
to carry more weapon loads, and the electronics and avionics are 
superior to its European counterparts!

The Super Hornet is a multi-mission aircraft that can perform many 
tasks that its European counterparts cannot. It can be a fighter/at-
tack jet, perform SEAD (Suppression Enemy Air Defence) missions 
and act as a re-fuelling plane. The Typhoon is only a fighter aircraft, 
with no strike capabilities.

With Canada’s need, the Super Hornet is the best option, and it 
would be an easy transition from the legacy of the CF-18s for our 
maintenance crews. Plus, our aerospace industry would benefit 
because Boeing, which makes the Super Hornet, has Boeing plants 
throughout Canada that would benefit us regionally as the Euro-
peans have no major plants in Canada that would share in the jobs!

Ed Bustarde
Winnipeg, MB

SKIING ON HILL 70
I was introduced to Esprit de Corps in 2010 by Gerald Mahoney, WWII 
veteran of the Royal Navy and a member of Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 171 in Morin Heights, Quebec. I have been a subscriber to 
your fine magazine since that time and read each issue from cover 
to cover. I especially enjoyed your July 2011 (Volume 18 Issue 6) 
and was happy to read the article entitled “The Battle of Hill 70, 
August 15–22, 1917” by Bob and Thomas Gordon. I have skied on 
its namesake Hill 70 in Mont Saint-Sauveur for over 50 years, where 
I continue to hold a season pass.

The slope was christened in 1934 by the Red Birds Ski Club. I 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 7

have been aware of the Hill 70 WWI victory for some years. In con-
nection with the 50th anniversary of the Martian Ski Club in March 
2010, and with the assistance of Major-General Lewis MacKenzie, 
our ski club honoured those soldiers who participated in this great 
Canadian World War One victory. The event was attended by 168 
skiers who came from all over Canada and the US. At the main event, 
Gen. MacKenzie presented a bronze plaque to Louis Dufour, CEO 
of Mont Saint-Sauveur. This plaque is now permanently installed at 
Pavillion 70 at the foot of Hill 70. 

My thanks to you and the authors for your most interesting article.
Tom Rogers 

Charter President Martian Ski Club

ENGLISH AND FRENCH IN THE ARMY
I strongly resent the insinuation that one of the factors that led to the 
death of MWO Gariépy and Sgt Proteau was their lack of knowledge 
of the English language (“Grenades and Sacrifice” in Volume 19 
Issue 3). This is entirely false and appears to be inserted by a person 
who has an axe to grind about bilingualism in the military.

I am a bilingual anglophone who served 10 years in a row with 
francophone units. During that time frame I served five years with 
1R22eR in Lahr, where I was the Maintenance Platoon MWO.

I fired the grenade launcher a couple of days before the accident 

Major-General Lewis MacKenzie and Tom Rogers, charter 
president of the Martian Ski Club, at the plaque dedication for 
a ski hill named in honour of the sacrifice made by Canadian 
soldiers who fought and died in WWI at Hill 70. (tom rogers) 
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and was coached in French by French-speaking infantrymen. They 
knew exactly what they were talking about and had no trouble getting 
their points across. The coaches as well as the other participants 
were professional soldiers and would not even think of training a 
body of troops without knowing their weapon(s) inside out.

In the mid-seventies all the warrant officers and senior NCOs in 
our battalion were fluently bilingual.

What happened to these two soldiers could have happened to 
anyone of us who fired this weapon, as one of the three retaining 
arms was not spot welded properly. After this disaster it turned out 
that there was more than one close call. When the grenade was 
inserted into the launcher it had to be manipulated to seat it properly, 
if one moved the grenade too vigorously one retaining arm would 
start to release the grenade. Those of us who went through this 
immediately fired the grenade down range.

All this to say that one should look before he leaps and do not try 
to put the blame on bilingualism when there is no blame.

John Sloan
Orleans, Ont.

DIE-HARD FANATICS
For the past decade, the Canadian Forces have been half a world 
away in Afghanistan, protecting willing, but intimidated, students from 
die-hard fanatics who have nothing but contempt for democratically 
elected governments, as demonstrated by their attacks on govern-
ment officials. The Federal government keeps insisting that this was 
necessary for our national security, despite the fact that these particular 
die-hard fanatics never launched an invasion fleet against Canada.

In Québec, other die-hard fanatics — these opposed to raising 
tuition fees to levels that would still be a fraction of what the aver-

age Canadian student pays — attacked and sacked the riding of a 
government official, that of provincial Education Minister Line Beau-
champ. They also threatened to murder her and her predecessor, 
current Minister of Justice Jean-Marc Fournier. Earlier this week, 
they attacked the National Bank offices in Montréal. 

For weeks now they have violently blocked decent, law-abiding 
students from attending college in the manner that the Taliban vio-
lently block girls from going to school.

Why must we deploy the Canadian Forces half a world a way, 
at great cost in transportation, fuel and basing rights, to “defend 
democratically elected officials” and “the right of all to study” when 
democratically elected officials and the rights of all to study are being 
threatened well within our own borders? 

As a tax-paying Canadian who lives in Québec, I would much 
rather that Mr. Harper use the Canadian Forces to defend the rights 
of government ministers and willing, but intimidated, students in 
this province before he sends them abroad to defend people who 
are no kin to us.

Joe Fernandez
Montreal

as belonging to the Parliamentary Budget Office and did not 
derive from National Defence. Media were quick to cite the 
page MacKay referenced and highlight the clear labelling of the 
figures as belonging to the Department of National Defence.

MacKay also suggested that the discrepancy between internal 
DND figures and those made publicly available could be at-
tributed to a difference in accounting. MacKay said that some 
costs were not reported because figures such as operating cost 
and pilot salaries were not specific to the F-35.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has insisted on several 
occasions that no contract has been signed for the purchase of 
the F-35 and no money has been spent on the aircraft. That is 
a clear deviation from an April 8, 2011 address from Harper in 
Mississauga, Ont., in which he stated: “In terms of the F-35 
costs, we’ve been very detailed with those to the Canadian 
public. A lot of the developmental costs you’re reading in the 
United States – the contract we signed shelters us from any 
increase in those kinds of costs.”

Then, at the Summit of the Americas, Harper joined MacKay 
in blaming the cost discrepancy on accounting. “There’s more 

AUDITOR GENERAL ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34

than one number, there’s more than one cost,” said Harper.
On April 9, Chief of Defence Staff Walt Natynczyk stood 

by the recommendation to purchase the F-35. “I can put my 
hand over my heart and say I’ve provided the government and 
Canadians with the very best military advice,” said Natynczyk.

Still, despite Natynczyk’s assurance, debate continues to rage 
with pundits focused on picking apart government explanations, 
making the parliament’s two-week break seem non-existent.

National Post columnist Andrew Coyne called out the defence 
minister in an article saying, “The costs of an asset are the costs 
of the asset, not just the increment over what some other asset 
would cost.”

Sun columnist David Akin proclaimed that the F-35 fiasco 
had officially grown into a full-scale boondoggle.

With the purchase of the F-35 more in doubt now than at any 
point since the process to replace the CF-18 began, it appears 
that Canada could be headed towards a long tender process 
to find a suitable replacement. And, with new requirements 
expected to be announced, the F-35 still could be Canada’s 
fighter of the future. 

Much expense has been 
spent by the Canadian 
government to ensure 
women and children 
have the benefit of 

education in Afghanistan, 
but one reader wonders 

why the government 
won’t step in to protect 
its own populace from 

intimidation tactics.
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for some years, and what this does is provide tangible support to 
reservists and companies employing reservists. Symbolically, it will 
send a signal to tax payers and all Canadians that public service 
as a reservist is a noble thing to do. As important as it is to the 
companies and individuals impacted, I think it’s the symbolic side 
that’s a great message.

EdEC: Are there additional challenges facing reservists and separat-
ing active duty personnel as they look to enter the civilian workforce?
GOLDRING: Sometimes they’re already in the workforce but 
retaining their job if they get deployed and keeping the job open. 
And there’s maybe a subtle form of discrimination because reservists 
may get deployed or go on extended training. No employer is ever 
going to say they discriminate against the Canadian Forces. But 
business is business and it’s one of those issues that just takes away 
one of those reasons that an employer may not hire a reservist.

EdEC: In the United States there is federal legislation which protects 
the jobs of reservists if they happen to be called on to active duty, whether 
it is for training or during wartime. Is it time for Canada to pursue 
such legislation in order to provide legal protection for reservists?
GOLDRING: There is job protection that exists today, but it’s 
a hodge-podge because labor is the jurisdiction of the provinces. 
So there’s a hodge-podge of different rules depending on which 
province you’re in. In any event, for business people, rules and 
regulations are a stick and what you need is a carrot. And the car-
rot in this case is compensation for backfilling or training another 
employee to carry the load if somebody happens to deploy.

EdEC: There are also initiatives in the US which provide employers 
with a tax break for hiring veterans, is that a direction Canada 
should pursue and if so, to what extent?
GOLDRING: This particular initiative that the government has 
supported in the budget is a good solid start in the right direction. 
The simple recognition that public service as a reservist is unique. 
It’s different than volunteering for many other very important and 
good causes. But the government could consider different measures 
like you have in the United States but it’s tough to speculate given 
our deficit situation right now. And in a tough environment to 

GOLDRING INTERVIEW ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 38 get something like this, 
it was a very welcome 
move by the govern-
ment.

EdEC: Is there a stigma 
or misunderstanding 
of skills that’s attached 
to hiring reservists and 
military members?
GOLDRING: I think 
there isn’t a misunder-
standing. I think when 
people who have no 
exposure to our military 
do get a chance to meet 
individuals they can’t 
help but be impressed by their discipline, their sense of commit-
ment, their sense of focus, their spirit to get a job done and their 
leadership, which is something that our military really excels at 
teaching. That, I think, is one of the great secrets of our military and 
it’s important that we get that message out and Canada Company 
has been an effective vehicle for that.

EdEC: With the end of the mission in Afghanistan approaching, what 
role will Canada Company be playing five years from now?
GOLDRING: I see us with major branches across Canada, sup-
porting a number of various programs that are meaningful to our 
military. We’ll have a robust job exchange program and hopefully 
we will have moved the bar a bit in enhancing the understanding 
and tightening those ties between the military and the business 
community. 

Answers to the trivia questions on page 57:  
1) Mickey Mouse!  2) Web equipment cleaner (it 
supplanted the Blanco compound cakes, which 
had to be mixed into a paste.  3) The Mormons. 
Their pay went directly to their church!  4) Three. 
Besides 2PPCLI and the 3rd Royal Australian 
Regiment, the Middlesex Regiment also received 
the battle honour but no U.S. citation.  5) Of the total 
516 Korean War casualties, 319 were due to enemy 
action.  6) Cpl Harrison holds the new record for 
a long-distance sniper kill, killing two Taliban at a 
range of 8,120 feet.  7) Adolf Hitler supposedly had 
a fling with a French farm girl in 1918, resulting in 
M. Jean-Marie Loret.  8) The 1941 film “49th Parallel” 
(also known as “The Invaders”) was a great story 
of a sunken U-boat’s crew crossing Canada 
in an effort to escape to the US.  9) The Royal 
Newfoundland Regiment memorial at Beaumont-
Hamel.  10) “Jine the Cavalry!” was the theme song 
of “The Horse Soldiers” of the Confederate Army, 
but it was popular on both sides.
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acquisition — not $9 billion — is a more reasonable starting 
point. But it is the support and operation costs associated with the 
F-35 where even the department has really missed the mark. The 
department’s $16 billion estimate for support and operations is 
based on the presumption of a 20-year lifespan for the plane. Our 
PBO assumed a 36-year lifespan. The US Department of Defense 
bases their life cycle estimates on a 50-year lifespan. Even a 30-year 
estimate would raise the department’s estimate by $8 billion and 
increase the total life cycle costs of an F-35 procurement to $35 
billion. Relying on US Department of Defense estimates would 
increase these support and operation costs by yet another $10 
billion or so. 

The sheer magnitude of these numbers demands that any 
procurement process be open, transparent and competitive to 
ensure that Canadians get the plane that best meets our needs for 
the best price. The government’s failure to disclose the truth about 
the F-35 tells us that they cannot be trusted to manage — and are 
not worthy of governing — this country. 

NDP COMMENTARY ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

and chemical ones in 1997. It signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. Israel, India and Pakistan have not, yet we punish Iran 
merely on suspicion that its enrichment of uranium could be used to 
make a bomb against Israel’s never-admitted 200. In 1992 isolated 
Iran started building its own weapons and does have 550,000 under 
arms at an annual cost of $9 billion. Israel spends $50 billion and 
has 3 million available for instant service. Both use conscription. 
No match for the US, which spends more than the rest of the 
world combined and relies on volunteers who suffer numerous 
deployments while the wealthier pay little heed. Utter madness!

Surely, Netanyahu is not so stupid as to actually bomb Iran, 
but he has succeeded in getting US bunker-busting bombs and 
in removing his aggression from the US public eye. He is like the 
spoiled child who escapes a good spanking with a tantrum or two, 
then extracts gifts for the promise of better behaviour. He seems 
intent on destroying the peaceful future Israel could build and he 
harms the US, his benefactor. 

Today’s major players in this game are Saudi Arabia, Shiite Iran 
and the outsider with the big guns, the United States. The old 
truth about “power corrupts” is in full play with all parties guilty of 
lying in a game of one-upmanship. Military might is at an explosive 
level, making it probable that some poor soldier, believing all this 
rhetoric, will ignite a spark that will result in politicians shedding 
crocodile tears over thousands of more deaths. On July 3, 1988 
the USS Vincennes, while in Iranian waters, shot down an Iranian 
Airbus en route to Dubai, killing all 290 aboard. The US did not 
apologize for this goof, but the International Court of Justice in 
1996 had it pay $61 million in compensation. There are no Iranian 
warships in either the Saint Lawrence or Mexican Gulfs, so are 
not those carriers now off the Iranian coast an act of aggression? 
Tensions are so much higher today that a similar mistake could 
be catastrophic.

Rhetoric begets rhetoric; force begets force; wars beget wars 
— and the common folk pay. Perhaps that is one reason the US 
ranks only 28th among the world governments. Preoccupation 
with endless and costly electioneering precludes firm stands in the 
unselfish interest of humanity. 

IRAN COMMENTARY ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Since his election, Matthew Kellway has been a strong voice 
on military procurement. As the son of an RCAF veteran of the 

Second World War, ensuring that our soldiers are well-prepared 
is of special importance to him. In his tenure as the Official 

Opposition’s deputy critic for Military Procurement, Matthew has 
consistently challenged the government’s handling of the F-35 

file as well as other procurement projects. 

ENEMIES TO FRIENDS ... CONT’D FROM P. 63

wing in Schleswig-Holstein flying RF-84Fs and RF-104Gs. He 
then attended the NATO Staff College in Paris. From 1965 
to 1969 he served in Washington and Brussels. In 1969 he 
was promoted to brigadier-general and appointed air attaché 
in London. In 1973 he went to Lisbon as chief of the German 
military mission. In 1974 he assumed command of Allied Sector 
Two at Uedem. In 1975 he was promoted to major-general 
to be chief of staff at TWO ATAF (Allied Tactical Air Force), 
and, in 1977, he was appointed commander of Allied Air 
Forces Baltic Approaches (BALTAP) in Denmark. He retired 
in 1980, after 4,000 flying hours and qualifying on 34 different 
types of aircraft.

Never idle, Rod went on to publish a 312-page, illustrated 
book on Luftwaffe bomber and reconnaissance aircraft as well 
as several editions of a German–English aeronautical dictionary. 
I am the proud possessor of copies of all.

We continue to correspond. 

Later in the war, “it was easier to get new FW190 fighter aircraft  
than it was experienced pilots, as most were now dead.” 
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CANSEC PREVIEW ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

ad-hoc networking technologies, including battlefield modeling 
and simulation of tactical networks.

The Sub-Net Relay (SNR) technologies developed in Ottawa 
are used by the Royal Canadian Navy and coalition partners around 
the world to establish ad hoc, Internet Protocol (IP) networks used 
for tactical data exchanges, chat, enhanced situational awareness 
and collaborative planning, Rockwell Collins points out.

While ship fleet renewal is the main focus of the RCN over the 
coming years, the service also has a number of smaller projects 
in the wings that CANSEC 2012 exhibitors will focus on. While 
the contracts available may not be worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars, they can still provide steady work. In fact, miscellaneous 
equipment purchases for the navy alone account for $15 million 
a year in expenditures.

A host of smaller and mid-range firms are CANSEC regulars. 
For instance, Marine Industrial Lighting Systems Ltd is a Canadian-
owned company that specializes in marine and industrial lighting 
products. The firm, based in Newfoundland, produces custom 
products for military and other customers. It has recently designed, 
developed and supplied an explosion-proof, submersible floodlight 
for the Panama Canal Authority and is currently supplying the 
U.S. Navy T-AKE program with high-intensity, explosion-proof 
fluorescent lighting.

A number of smaller RCN programs for the future are sure to 
attract the interest of CANSEC exhibitors. Among these is the 

navy’s requirement for a capability to defend against the small boat 
threat. The proposed project would acquire and install remote 
weapon systems on Halifax- and Iroquois-class vessels as well as 
the Joint Support Ship. Industry has been told that a request for 
proposals would be issued in the summer of 2013 with a contract 
awarded by the end of the year.

Unmanned underwater vehicles are also another area of future 
interest. The RCN wants a remote mine-hunting and disposal 
system, with a capability to detect, classify, identify and dispose of 
naval mines. A contract award is expected in the summer of 2014, 
but like most military equipment projects there is often potential 
slippage in such milestones.

For the Victoria-class submarines, the RCN has its eye on 
improving the safety aspects of those boats. It has on its books a 
Submarine Escape and Rescue Capability Omnibus project that 
would see the purchase of equipment such as support stores pods 
and oxygen therapy gear. The major portion of the project includes 
life rafts and depressurization and ventilation systems. 

Unmanned Underwater Vehicles 
(UUV) are becoming increasingly 
popular for a number of roles, 
including mine detection, advance 
scouting roles against enemy 
vessels, and basic hydrographic 
work. Launching these UUVs is no 
challenge — just build them to use in 
a ship’s torpedo tubes. (us navy)
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military’s suggested solution was to acquire Chinook heavy-lift 
helicopters. Although Boeing was contracted to produce 15 of 
the latest F-model Chinooks, the wait list precluded Canada from 
taking delivery until long after our projected Kandahar pullout 
date. As a result, the stop-gap solution was to spend $300 million 
to acquire six used D-model US Air Force Chinooks.

In order for the Canadian battle group to be equipped with 
modern howitzers in Afghanistan, the army had to beg the US 
Marines for a battery of M777 artillery pieces. Canada then paid 
the manufacturer to have brand new gun systems delivered as 
replacements to the Marines. We pay for new, but deploy with used.

A similar arrangement was made to borrow Leopard 2 tanks that 
were in service with the German army. In theory, as long as we 
returned them to the Germans in the same condition they were in 
when we borrowed them there would be no charge. Of course, in 
reality, Canada had to pay for the complete overhaul and upgrades 
to fully replace those now-battered tanks, which were taken on 
loan. In other words, Canadian soldiers may have hastily acquired 
some of the best equipment for use in Afghanistan, but it was not 
drawn from our own inventory. 

Were it not for the generosity of our NATO allies, Canada’s 
military equipment shortfalls would have been far more apparent 
and likely would have resulted in a greater loss of life. 

The F-35 purchase has now become the latest political battle-
field, but in light of our nation’s relatively brief history it will be 

difficult for any party to claim the moral high ground when it comes 
to arming and equipping our forces. 

The Canadian Forces have a proud record of accomplishing their 
assigned tasks despite their political leadership, not because of it.  

PUBLISHER’S LETTER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

A Leopard 2A6M from 12e Régiment blindé du Canada conducts a 
road move on Route HYENA in the Horn of Panjwa’i, Afghanistan, in 
February 2011. The Leopard 2 was providing security to an Afghan 

construction team that was widening and improving the existing dirt 
road. Canada was only able to deploy Leopard 2 tanks to Afghanistan 

thanks to the generosity of the German army. (cpl. tina gillies, dnd) 
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