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OOn the eve of a major NATO summit 
meeting in Brussels last February, a rather 
bleak report was leaked regarding the future 
fate of Afghanistan.

After conducting extensive interviews 
with over 4,000 Taliban prisoners, the 
survey concluded that the morale of the 
insurgents remains high and that these 
religious fighters remain convinced that, 
once NATO withdraws its combat forces 
from Afghanistan in 2014, the Taliban will 
reclaim the country.

After conducting absolutely no indepen-
dent research of his own, and without even 
reading the entire NATO report, Canadian 
Defence Minister Peter MacKay was quick 
to dismiss the findings: “It’s a compila-
tion, essentially, of opinions of captured 
Taliban prisoners, so naturally it’s going 
to reflect, in my view, an overly optimistic 
view of what’s happening on the ground 
in Afghanistan.”

One could easily argue that it is  
Mr. MacKay who has held and continues 
to maintain an overly optimistic view of 
what is actually happening on the ground 
in Afghanistan.

All physical evidence points to the fact 
that the Taliban movement has never 
been stronger since the U.S. first invaded 
Afghanistan in 2001. Not only are the num-
ber of violent Taliban attacks on NATO 
targets increasing in both intensity and 
frequency, but the once all-but-eliminated 
political movement has also re-emerged as 
a prominent player on the Afghan stage.

In the early, heady days of NATO’s 
counterinsurgency operations, anyone 

ON TARGET?

who even suggested a possible negotiated 
settlement with the Taliban was derided by 
the pro-war lobby as a weak-kneed traitor. 
Now, after a decade of bloody fighting, 
there is not a single voice denying the 
Taliban should have some sort of presence 
at the peace table.

While it has long been known by those 
engaged in the Afghan mentoring opera-
tions, this latest NATO report confirms the 
fact that there is widespread collusion 
between the Afghan security forces and the 
insurgents. This support for the Taliban 
ranges from the provision of weapons, 
ammunition and intelligence right up to the 
recent instances of Trojan-horse attacks by 
Afghan army recruits against their NATO 
instructors.

This, of course, is not news to anyone 
within the Canadian Forces’ chain of 
command — and presumably Minister 
MacKay. Officers tasked with mentoring 
Afghan army units invariably reported on 
the poor morale, lack of discipline and, 
most alarming, the sale of NATO-provided 
ammunition to the Taliban.

In fact, when Canadians provided brand 
new C7 assault rifles to outfit a number of 
Afghan army kandaks (battalions) in the 
Kandahar region, the new weaponry was a 
source of immediate resentment. Instead of 
being delighted with the new C7 rifles to 
replace their old, worn-out Kalashnikovs, 
the Afghans quickly realized that these 
Canadian rifles use a different calibre of 
ammunition. Not being able to sell the new 
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Yes, I want the very best for our Canadian 
forces, within reason.

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is not the 
answer. I’ve yet to see anything positive about 
this aircraft, other then the price positively go-
ing up. Does Canada really need the top of the 
line, most expensive aircraft in history (next 
to the F-22 Raptor)? I don’t think so. If money 
were no object then I’d talk the Americans into 
selling us the “real” stealth aircraft, the F-22. 
But money is a major object with the F-35 
JSF, which is the very reason Canada can 
only afford 65 of them, when it’s now known 
that our military recommended 80, and still not 
even half of the 138 CF-18s we used to need.

At the opposite end of the spectrum is the 
F/A-18 Super Hornet. Again, not the answer. 
Why would we replace our recently multi-
billion	dollar	updated	CF-18	fleet	with	what	
is just an upgraded version of a 30-year-old 
aircraft	system?	The	Super	Hornet	is	the	defi-
nition	of	a	quick	fix.	If	we	are	going	to	replace	
our CF-18s then let’s really replace them.

I argue that the “best of the rest’” aircraft 
available	to	Canada	is	the	British	Eurofighter	
Typhoon, then the French Dassault Rafale. 
Both use only 10-year-old aircraft systems, 
much newer then our CF-18s and the Super 
Hornet. Another good compromise would be 
the Saab JAS 39 Gripen. This aircraft would 
still meet and/or exceed any requirements for 
Canada’s role in the world and with a much 
newer system then our CF-18.

The bottom line for me as a concerned 
taxpayer is that the F-35 JSF is too expen-
sive, with too few aircraft, and absolutely not 
needed for Canada. Also, if we are going to 
buy new planes then let’s buy a truly new 
aircraft	system,	not	the	Super	Hornet	quick	fix.	
That leaves the Typhoon, Rafale and Gripen 
as three aircraft systems Canada should be 
looking at. We could afford more of them, 
and still save billions overall when compared 
to the F-35.

Ronald McIsaac
New Brunswick

VETS DON’T HAVE THE VOTES
You	may	not	be	aware	that	the	Office	of	the	
National Defence and Canadian Forces Om-
budsman can do nothing until the grievance 
process is over. Which, according to current 
cases,	means	 two	 to	 five	 years.	At	which	
point, of course, the people involved have all 
moved on or, in my case, are probably dead. 
I should think that members of Parliament 
should stop going out to the press, thumping 
their chests, saying how much they care about 
vets. It is painfully obvious that they don’t. A 
shame really, but let’s face it: Where are there 
more votes and money?

Michael Harvey
Trenton, Ont.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
My name is Al Gaudet, and I’m a former 
trooper of the 1st Airborne Commando Group 
Recce of Canada. I am writing to you all from 
Gascony, the ancestral home of the Muske-
teers and the French foreign Legion.

In 1998 I found the resting place of one 
of	our	missing	 in	action,	Pilot	Officer	Leslie	
Arthur Peers, up the Pic du Douly. (On the 
night of July 13/14, 1944, a four-engine RAF 
Halifax crashed on the Pic du Douly at 1,400 
meters altitude in the Haut Nistos in the Com-
mune of Sacoué. The plane, which had left 
from Blida, Algeria, was crewed by six British 
and one Canadian servicemen, all of whom 
perished in the crash. The plane’s mission 
was to parachute weapons, munitions and 
equipment to the Maquis of Nistos–Esparros. 
The crew took enormous risks to execute its 
night mission in the Piedmont of the Pyrenees 
occupied by the Germans.)

I immediately contacted Joe Drouin in 
Ottawa, who then referred me to Major-
General Lewis MacKenzie (whom I proudly 
now salute). He moved heaven and earth to 
get things rolling and gave the ball to General 
Maurice Baril. We at last found the family of 
P.O. Peers. 

Since I found the resting place of one of 
ours in 1998 I have cared for the gravesite 
as the honorary rep (which means unpaid 
volunteer) of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (CWGC).
This	is	the	world’s	highest	and	most	diffi-

cult to access military cemetery in the world, 
located at 1,641 meters in altitude. In some 
spots on the climb you risk getting seriously 
hurt if you slip. 

I have also been searching for over four 
years for two MIA RCAF pilots and an Mi-9 

WHY NOT GO WITH  
THE “BEST OF THE REST”?

The Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II is billed 
as a fifth-generation, single-seat, single-engine 
stealth multirole fighter, that can perform close 
air support, tactical bombing, and air defense 

missions. Although Prime Minister Harper 
remains stalwart in his government’s decision, 
the minister in charge of defence procurement 

is perhaps less so (see page 23 for more 
information on the F-35). (photo lockheed martin)  
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agent codenamed Eloise on the Andorra / 
France border. They died in a May blizzard 
trying to reach Andorra. Claude Benet, an 
Andorran friend of mine and a former minis-
ter, has been searching for them for over 10 
years. We got the help of MP Peter Kent and 
things have now started rolling forwards with 
authorities here. 

When I served under then Captain Forand 
1st Airborne commando Group Recce (now 
General Forand), he said a few words that 
have remained a way of life for me ever since. 
General Sir, thanks for all you’ve done, be-
cause since 1998 I care for some of ours way 
up there in the sea of clouds of the Pyrenees 
and I’m proud, dang proud, to do so

For more information on Peers, the crash 
and the Maquis of Nistos and Esparros, go to 
http://maquis-nistos-esparros.chez-alice.
fr/ ceremonie_en.php

Al Gaudet
Bordes de Rivière, France

GREAT REVIEW!
I’ve been a subscriber since the very early 
days, and I always enjoy Les Peate’s con-
tributions and reviews. As a Cyprus veteran 
(2nd Battalion Canadian Guards) of 1965-66, I 
am looking forward to hearing from you when 
Terry Burke’s second book, on his service 
in Cyprus and Germany, is available. I just 
ordered his book Cold War Soldier, based 
on Les Peate’s review (published in Volume 
18 Issue 11). Thanks!

Rev. Frank Patrick

WHY ARE WE REALLY IN AFGHANISTAN?
The	Taliban	are	fighting	for	their	country	and	
their	people.	NATO	is	fighting	for	greed	and	
power. This was not a “war” — it was an inva-
sion	of	a	sovereign	nation	for	the	benefit	of	the	
West. The Taliban fought alongside the USI 
to get rid of Russia, but then they became 
the “enemy” when the USI and NATO wanted 
the resources. 

It has a lot to do with the Taliban erasing 
the opium-growing poppy. The CIA/Mossad 
are some of the biggest drug dealers on the 
planet. Yes, Afghanistan needs a security 
force to protect itself from us. Sadly, the “se-
curity force training” are just warm and fuzzy 
words to keep us there so our corporations 
can continue stealing resources and we have 
more bases from which to attack other coun-
tries in the region.

And don’t forget that Afghan man who was 
a translator for Canada. He has been refused 
admission to Canada and as such his life is in 
danger. Oh yes, we are only concerned about 
democracy and girls going to school!

Rebecca Gingrich

WHAT LEGACY ARE WE REALLY LEAVING 
BEHIND?
Having been over here [in Afghanistan] “for-
ever,” the one thing I can say for sure is this. 
We have armed more than 150,000 Afghans 
with all sorts of goodies. 

When we leave it is going to get real inter-
esting. Fortunately, I am out of here and I am 
darned if I will ever go back. All the tech will 
fail in short order once [NATO] leaves and I 
suspect there will be a very interesting civil 
war with all sorts of outside interference from 
neighbours.

Afghans can have Afghanistan — just be 
sure we leave them all inside the country 
and do not bring them home with us when 
we leave.

A trainer in Afghanistan

This plaque in memory of RCAF Pilot Officer 
Leslie Arthur Peers, was set in place on the 
stele during a ceremony held on August 1, 
1999. Another plaque, realized by veterans 

of the French Resistance, is mounted on the 
wall of the cemetery to explain the details 

surrounding the tragedy of July 13/14, 1944, 
when Peers and his six RAF crewmen died 
when their Halifax bomber crashed near Pic 

du Douly in the French Pyrenees. WAR AMPS

NEW AD 
COMING
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by David Pugliese

W hen it comes to news coverage of Canadian 
military equipment programs, much of the 
focus in recent months has been on the $33 
billion national shipbuilding program or the 

ongoing developmental problems with the F-35 stealth fighter. But 
procurement programs for the Canadian Army are quietly moving 
forward with little fanfare.

CLOSE COMBAT VEHICLES
Last year, Col. Mike Nixon, the army’s director of land require-
ments, briefed industry representatives about the service’s ambi-
tious plans for 90 procurement projects — worth an estimated $21 
billion — that are expected to unfold over the next two decades. 
Those projects range from the Close Combat Vehicle (CCV) to the 
purchase of standard military pattern trucks to the acquisition of a 
new radar to track incoming artillery and mortar rounds.

It’s expected that with the release of the federal government’s 
austerity budget in the spring some of the programs, particularly 
those not yet underway, will be delayed. But industry officials are 
still counting on the bulk of the procurements to proceed, having 
been assured that the Harper government plans to protect capital 

budgets as much as possible.
The Defence Department has declined to discuss how the army 

will meet the government’s target of finding savings of 10 per 
cent of its budget. But in an unusual move, it has confirmed that 
the $2 billion CCV program will not be touched and that recent 
suggestions the program is to be cancelled for funding reasons 
are not true. 

“The procurement of the Close Combat Vehicle project is mov-
ing forward as planned,” said Defence Department spokeswoman 
Josée Hunter. 

Industry officials say they are receiving the same type of message 
on the other key army projects already underway.

Land
Warfare

Land
Warfare

The Canadian Army
bulks up with added armour

ABOVE:  Light Armoured Vehicles (LAV IIIs) from Hotel Company, 2 
Royal Canadian Regiment, and a Combat Logistics Patrol convoy form 
a temporary camp overlooking the Afghan desert north of Kandahar, 
Afghanistan in 2007. In July 2009 the government announced it would 
spend $5 billion to purchase new armoured vehicles as well as upgrade 
the army’s existing LAV III fleet. Now, members of the Canadian Army are 
hoping most of the recently proposed 90 procurement projects will see the 
light of day over the next two decades — this amid looming cost-cutting 
and slashing in all government departments. (mcpl kevin paul, dnd)
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The CCV will be a medium weight, 30- to 45-tonne vehicle, 
which meets the requirements of an infantry fighting vehicle to 
operate with Leopard main battle tanks. Canada will acquire 108 of 
the vehicles with an option for up to 30 more. Testing of the CCV 
candidates finished at the Aberdeen Proving Ground in December 
and the Defence Department is expecting that a contract will be 
awarded by the summer.

TACTICAL ARMOURED VEHICLES
A contract for a new fleet of Tactical Armoured Patrol Vehicles 
(TAPV) is also scheduled to be awarded in the summer. That 
project will see the purchase of 500 vehicles in two variants. Of 
that, 193 will be reconnaissance vehicles, while 307 will fill a general 
utility role. The TAPV will conduct reconnaissance, surveillance, 
command and control, and armoured personnel transport tasks. 
It will replace the Coyote armoured vehicle and RG-31 Nyala 
currently in the army’s fleet.

Another $1 billion will be spent on upgrading the LAV III 
fleet. Excessive use and the rough Afghanistan terrain have taken 
its toll on the LAV fleet, making the upgrade a necessity. General 
Dynamics Land Systems – Canada, the builder of the LAV-III, is the 
prime contractor and systems integrator for the upgrade program 
and was awarded the contract by the government in October. 
The project will modernize 550 vehicles, extending the fleet’s life 
to 2035. Survivability upgrades will include the introduction of 
double-V hull technology, as well as add-on armour protection 
and energy-attenuating seats. 

Army commander Lt.-Gen. Peter Devlin has pointed out that 
the upgrades would provide more protection and power for the 
vehicles. “We are a LAV-based army,” he explained. “I have great 
confidence in that vehicle. I think we’re the best in the world 
fighting that vehicle.”

The LAV III’s automotive performance, handling characteristics 
and payload capacity will be improved by the addition of mobility 
system upgrades such as a more powerful engine, more robust 
driveline and suspension, and a height management system. The 
25mm turret’s crew ergonomics will be improved by incorporating 
larger hatches. Capabilities will be enhanced by the addition of new 
fire controls, thermal, day and low-light sights, and data displays.

The weight of the vehicle would increase from 38,000 pounds 
to 55,000 pounds. The increased weight is due to the improved 
survivability of the vehicle.

Ken Yamashita, General Dynamics Land Systems – Canada’s 
manager of corporate affairs, noted that the upgrades are based on 
lessons learned from wars in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

The LAV III upgrade is the priority army program for the 
Defence Department, Vice Admiral Bruce Donaldson, the vice-
chief of the defence staff, noted in the DND/CF Business Plan 
VCDS Programme Direction, which was issued to senior personnel 
in May 2011.

STANDARD MILITARY PATTERN TRUCKS
Also underway this year is the project to acquire 1,500 standard 
military pattern (SMP) trucks. Originally announced in 2006, the 
SMP project has been dogged by delays. At one point the vehicles 
were supposed to be delivered starting in 2008, but that date was 
later changed to 2010 and then to 2011.

In December 2011, companies that had been pre-qualified for 

According to Defence Industry Daily, “In 2010, Norwegian CV90s (left)
arrived in Afghanistan with a new wrinkle, derived from BAE’s work on its 
Canadian CCV bid: tracks from Soucy in Quebec that have rubber pads. 
They performed very well, matching steel tracks in general performance 
while cutting weight by around 1,000 kg, noise by 50 per cent and 
equipment-destroying vibrations by 65 per cent.” BAE has several 
variants for the CV90 tracked vehicle. The CV9035 has a growth potential 
up to 35 tonnes, and is armed with a Bushmaster III 35/50 cannon. 
Both commander and driver have stabilized day/night sights fitted with 
third generation thermal cameras. Fitted with a new armour package, 
the CV9035 MkIII uses beefed-up frontal and top armour, as well as 
improved mine protection and defensive aids suites (DAS) composed of 
laser warning sensors linked with smoke grenade launchers. The main 
armament is also linked with the DAS to engage potential threats with 
effective counterfire. The vehicle is air conditioned and fully protected for 
operation under CBR conditions.

Thirteen VBCI (Véhicules Blindés de Combat d’Infanterie) IFVs were 
deployed in Lebanon by the French army in September 2010. A year after 
their arrival, the first results are positive. Under the colours of the United 
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), the VBCI undertook several 
tasks such as surveillance of the line between Israel and Lebanon, the 
security of French posts, and the establishment of patrols in the area 
under French responsibility. A variant of this eight-wheeled VBCI is being 
presented by Nexter in the CCV competition. (ministère de la défense)



10  volume 19 issue 2

the project were told that the SMP requirements had been changed 
and bidding would be re-opened. Industry officials say the changes 
now make it difficult for a 6x6 truck to win, putting the emphasis 
on the acquisition of an 8x8 vehicle.

The reason for the change was the increase in armour protec-
tion for the truck cab, according to industry representatives. The 
amount of armour the army wants on the vehicle puts so much 
weight on the front axle that an 8x8 truck configuration is needed.

The SMP trucks are to replace the current fleet of medium-sized 
military vehicles, which were fielded in the early 1980s. The army 
has warned that the fleet is economically unsupportable due to 
problems with parts availability, uncontrollable corrosion and issues 
concerning the vehicles’ braking systems.

MAIN BATTLE TANKS
The government’s purchase of 100 used Leopard 2 main battle 
tanks (MBT) from the Netherlands, originally announced in 2007, 
has been completed and work is underway in various stages.

A contract was awarded to Krauss-Maffei Wegmann, the original 
equipment manufacturer, for the urgent repair, overhaul and 
upgrade of 20 Leopard 2A4s that went to Afghanistan in 2010.

Rheinmetall is currently upgrading 42 of the tanks for training. 
The first of these is expected to be delivered to CFB Gagetown by 
the summer, where it will be given a final inspection and test firing.

The Rheinmetall Group has also been awarded the contract to 
supply the army with the Buffel/Buffalo armoured recovery vehicle 
(ARV).  Delivery of the armoured recovery vehicles is slated to take 
place in 2013-2014. The army is furnishing the Leopard 2 tank 
chassis from those acquired from the Dutch, and Rheinmetall will 
convert those into Buffel/Buffalo ARVs.

In addition, bids are now in for the Force Mobility Enhancement 
Project, which would see an armoured engineering vehicle acquired 
for the army. The hulls for those vehicles will also be provided by 
the Defence Department from its Leopard 2 stocks.

In the end, the Canadian Forces Leopard 2 fleet of 100 tanks 
will be made up of 40 tanks for use on operations, 42 tanks for 

training in Canada, eight Armoured Recovery Vehicles and 10 
additional tanks for use in force mobility. 

INTEGRATED SOLDIER SYSTEM 
Also expected to get underway this year is the Integrated Soldier 
System Project or ISSP. The project aims to improve the lethality 
and survivability of individual soldiers as well as the command and 
control of troops on the battlefield. More than 6,500 systems are 
to be purchased.

The $316-million program will see the acquisition of personal 
radios for soldiers, wearable computers, improved target designa-
tion systems, navigational aids and situational awareness equipment, 
all to be integrated into a command network.

The various systems are supposed to be off the shelf. Some of 
the systems could gather information from assets ranging from 
micro-unmanned aerial vehicles to robotic ground vehicles as 
well as providing commanders with real-time information of the 
location of troops in action. The battlefield combat identification 
system would cut down on incidents of fratricide, according to 
military officers.

But some industry representatives from firms wanting to bid 
on ISSP have warned that the Canadian Army appears to want 
a highly customized system, instead of an off-the-shelf solution. 
They also point out that Canada’s budget won’t support such a 
technically advanced, customized system and that the program 
could be headed for trouble or delays.

The schedule calls for contact awarding in early 2013. Equip-
ment deliveries are to begin in 2014 and be finalized by 2017. A 
user acceptance performance evaluation will be done over a six-week 
period of the candidate systems by a group of 36 soldiers. The army 
also wants the equipment to have an open architecture so it can be 
upgraded as new technology is developed.

Keeping weight and bulk down and having a highly intuitive 
and robust interface for the systems are also key requirements, ac-

Last June, in preparation for the pullout from Afghanistan, Leopard 2 tank 
crews from 12e Régiment Blindé du Canada lined up at Kandahar Airfield 
to hand in all of their unused ammunition. OP CARCAJOU SANGLIER 
was the first wave of returning vehicles as part of the closure of the 
Canadian mission in Southern Afghanistan. The hulls of some Leopard 
2 tanks will be used as the basis of the Force Mobility Enhancement 
Project. (sgt. matthew mcgregor, combat camera, dnd)

Canadian Forces soldiers stood by on their LAV III vehicles as they 
awaited the order to move out after spending eight days in the field 
aiding in the construction of a new compound that was used by Afghan 
National Army and Canadian soldiers as a checkpoint in the Zhari District, 
Afghanistan. Excessive use and the rough Afghanistan terrain have taken 
its toll on the LAV fleet, making the billion-dollar upgrade a necessity. The 
project will upgrade 550 Light Armoured Vehicles, extending the fleet’s life 
by another 20 years. (mcpl robert bottrill, combat camera, dnd) 
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LAND WARFARE ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 45

cording to army officers. They noted that Canadian combat troops 
in Afghanistan, on average, carried 37 kilograms of equipment, 
including radios, weapons, ammunition, night vision goggles, 
batteries and water.

The acquisition of a Medium Range Radar capable of not only 
tracking enemy aircraft but also of providing warning of incoming 
artillery and rocket projectiles is also slated to start sometime this 
year.

TRAINING SYSTEMS
In addition, the army is looking at improving its training on 
armoured vehicles. The Land Vehicle Crew Training System  
(LVCTS) project will focus on the Family of Combat Land Systems, 
which includes CCV, TAPV and the upgraded LAV-IIIs. (For more 
on this, go to the interview with Lt.-Gen. Peter Devlin on page 16.)

The concept will involve an integrated training approach making 
use of computer-aided instruction and a mix of high, medium 
and low fidelity simulators for drivers, gunners and commanders. 
There will also be networked vehicle simulators to conduct both 
individual training and low-level tactical training.

Vehicle crew simulators would also be purchased for the 
LAV-IIIs, Close Combat Vehicles and Leopard 2s. The project 
includes the construction of five simulation centres to train drivers, 
gunners and crew commanders. The project’s schedule calls for 
these to become operational starting in December 2015.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD?
The army has a variety of longer-range projects on the books but 
it’s difficult at this point to say how they will fare in the coming 
years of tighter defence budgets. The service has had a history of 
failed programs under a number of governments, the result of a 
combination of a lack of funding and poor planning.

Conservative Prime Minister Brian Mulroney committed in 
1987 to purchase new main battle tanks while army commanders 
recommended to the Chrétien government the need to buy 66 

Mobile Gun Systems to replace the Leopards. Army commanders 
also convinced former Prime Minister Paul Martin in 2005 to 
commit to spending $750 million to build 33 Multi-Mission Effects 
Vehicles (MMEV). Based on the ADATS technology, the MMEV 
was to be designed to engage both aircraft and land-based targets.

All three projects were promoted with great fanfare by military 
commanders and all three eventually ended up on the procurement 
junk heap.

Already, a number of army projects have been delayed and it is 
unclear what the final outcome for those programs will be.

For instance, the service had been intending on purchasing at 
least 17 multiple rocket systems, the first time it would have had 
such capability. In December 2008, the Canadian government 
issued a letter of interest to industry, looking to inquire about 
buying such long-range precision-rocket systems. At the time, the 
army said it wanted to acquire a fully developed and battle-proven 
off-the-shelf system. But that procurement has now been pushed 
off until at least the 2014-2018 time period, in part, because of 
the lack of personnel to operate such systems.

In addition, the purchase of new side arms for soldiers as well 
as a new rifle for the Canadian Rangers have run into difficulty. 

Also in a holding pattern are the army’s plans to embark on an 
upgrade of the reconnaissance surveillance system for some of its 
Light Armoured Vehicle fleet. That project was supposed to have 
seen the replacement of the suite of electro-optical sensors and 
radars now equipped on the Coyote wheeled vehicle. Sixty-six of the 
new systems were to be mounted on the upgraded LAV-IIIs, with 
a contract to be awarded in December 2012, but that is unlikely 

Right, an American soldier trains on a heavy-wheeled vehicle driver 
simulator. The Canadian Forces hope to create five simulation centres, 
becoming operational in late 2015, to train drivers, gunners and crew 
commanders. Crew simulators would focus on the entire family of combat 
vehicles, including the LAV-IIIs, Tactical Armoured Patrol Vehicles, Close 
Combat Vehicles and Leopard 2s. (u.s. army)

A patrol from 2 Combat Engineer Regiment rests during a patrol in the 
Panjwa’i District of Afghanistan in October 2010. The average combat 
soldier carries roughly 37 kilograms of personal equipment during a patrol. 
In an effort to lighten this load, the CF will begin the Integrated Soldier 
System Project, whose aim is to improve the lethality and survivability of 
individual soldiers as well as the command and control of troops on the 
battlefield. The $316-million program will see the acquisition of more than 
6,500 systems, including personal radios, wearable computers, improved 
target designation systems, navigational aids and situational awareness 
equipment. (sgt daren kraus, task force kandahar, dnd) 
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the job. Mr. Leduc suggests that he may 
have been singled out because he often 
granted benefits to disabled veterans, when 
there was appropriate evidence, as part of 
his duties as a member of the Veterans 
Review and Appeal Board.

These serious breaches of privacy and 
trust have made New Democrats extremely 

Privacy Commissioner of Canada 
Jennifer Stoddart investigated 
Sean Bruyea’s complaint and 

found VAC broke the law when it 
contravened the Privacy Act

e

Privacy scandals at Veterans Affairs

IT’S TIME FOR A PUBLIC INQUIRY. 
The privacy breaches at Veterans Affairs 
Canada may well be one of the most serious 
breakdowns of trust that I have witnessed 
during my term as a Member of Parliament.

Dozens of veterans’ advocates discovered 
that their sensitive medical and personal 
information was accessed hundreds of times 
by departmental bureaucrats who had no 
legitimate need to see these files. 

Sean Bruyea’s story is likely the most 
well-known case. Sean, a well-known 
veterans’ advocate, discovered that over 
800 departmental officials had viewed his 
sensitive medical and personal informa-
tion more than 4,000 times. At least two 
ministerial briefing notes were prepared on 
Bruyea detailing his current medical condi-
tions and disabilities — all in an attempt to 
discredit his advocacy work. 

The Privacy Commissioner of Canada 
investigated Bruyea’s complaint and found 
that the Department of Veterans Affairs 
broke the law when it contravened the 
Privacy Act. The commissioner concluded: 
“What we found in this case was alarming. 
There was a clear lack of controls to protect 
sensitive medical information from being 
widely disseminated within the Depart-
ment.” 

The commissioner concluded that a 
further audit into how the Department 
handles veterans’ personal information was 
necessary, and this report is expected to be 
released in the spring of 2012. This report 
can’t come soon enough since new privacy 
breaches were reported last week. 

As the Canadian Press recently reported, 
Harold Leduc, a well-regarded veteran 
and member of the Veterans Review and 
Appeal Board (VRAB), had his personal 
information improperly disclosed to his 
fellow VRAB members in an attempt to 
question his integrity and his ability to do 

concerned. As Veterans Affairs Critic for 
the NDP and Official Opposition, I have 
repeatedly called for a public inquiry into 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. Only 
a public inquiry can get to the bottom of 
this terrible scandal and determine who, 
what, why, and how veterans’ personal 
and medical information was allowed to be 
accessed by Departmental officials. 

Clearly, the Conservative govern-
ment’s “10-point Privacy Action Plan,” 
implemented in response to the Privacy 
Commissioner’s findings, is not working. 
That is evident with the recent privacy 
breach of Mr. Leduc. 

As veterans who have had their privacy 
violated will tell you, the disclosure of their 
personal information is a terrible abuse of 
trust. They feel betrayed by a government 
department that they rely on for assistance. 
They see a government department that 
ended up trading veterans’ rights to privacy 
in order to protect its own self-interest. 

Mr. Leduc summed it up best when 
he said: “I was devastated because it was 
a huge breach of trust that they can’t go 
back on. I’m very embarrassed about my 
service-related disabilities and I don’t think 
that’s anybody’s business but mine. I was 
just shocked and devastated.” 

So how did a government department 
stray so far from its mandate and violate 
those very veterans they are to protect and 
serve? Only a full public inquiry into these 
serious privacy breaches can get to the 
bottom of this issue and help restore the 
Department’s credibility. 

Peter Stoffer
is Member of Parliament for  

 Sackville—Eastern Shore 
and the New Democrat 

Critic for Veterans Affairs 



 march 2012  esprit de corps  15

That assumes the Bogeyman has man-
aged to be renditioned to somewhere we 
can apply a modern form of the Spanish 
Inquisition. But beware as he’s also in your 
computer and in your brand new iPhone. 
He’s probably tickling your ear with that 
new Bluetooth earpiece you just bought. 
Sacré bleu! 

Relax, dear Canadian. Vic Toews will 
soon make it easy for police and secret 
service agencies alike to access all your 

communications, texts, and emails without 
a warrant. He’ll root out the Bogeyman, 
save you from him, even if occasionally he 
might wrongly implicate you with him. As 
Justice Minster Rob Nicholson suggested, 
he, Toews and the Harper Government™ 
are just trying to upgrade legislation for 
the 21st century … the century of irrational 
fear.

If ever there was a time in human 
history where the people of powerful and 
affluent nations in this world have been 
safe it would be now. By any measure, be it 
economics, crime statistics, war casualties, 
or the simple fact we tend to wear seat 
belts, we are safer. 

Yet the Bogeyman always seems near. 
He helps sell everything from tanks to the 
latest in biochemical-resistant cling wrap. 
He justifies political decisions and military 
actions which generations past would 
have found abhorrent. He can be a useful 

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com

HE’S REAL, YOU KNOW. HONEST.  
Not that bit of sadistic superstition parents 
use to keep recalcitrant children in line. The 
real deal: the Bogeyman. He’ll snatch away 
your children, blow up your hockey rinks 
and planes, decapitate your politicians, 
dump cyanide into your wells and eat your 
kittens, if given half a chance. 

There’s no real debate on this. It’s not a 
question of if, but where. Is he under your 
bed, coming down your internet line, or 
cross training with al-Qaeda at the local 
mosque? Scary stuff that. Your right to life 
and property is at stake, after all, and we 
all know he wants them both. So what, oh 
what, will you do?

Well never fear, because Vic Toews is 
here. He’s your Public Safety Minister, 
Canada, and he’ll do anything to protect 
you. Not that you might like what he does 
to do it. But we’re talking the Bogeyman 
here; the devil you know rather than the 
devil you’ve never seen. Just check your 
ideals at the door and you’ll be safe.

Thankfully, Vic Toews doesn’t seem 
to have any (ideals that is). He’s a practi-
cal sort, our champion of public safety. 
Disregarding Canada’s long-standing 
commitment as signatory to the United 
Nations convention against torture, he 
made it government policy in 2010 for 
Canada to ignore it. You got yourself 
some intelligence screamed from a water-
boarded, foot-whipped Canadian expat or 
anyone else, then gosh darn we’ll listen. 
Canadian life and property at stake here, 
don’t cha know. 

distraction to boot when the polls aren’t 
quite trending where they should. He’s a 
useful guy.

The justification for all this fear monger-
ing is the age-old question of the paranoid: 
What if? What if a plane blows up and 
we missed it? What if my neighbour is a 
pedophile or a terrorist? What if that guy 
next to me is from Mars? What if, eh?

Well, the paranoids that have been 
answering that question, or more succinctly 
pre-empting its utterance, have done much 
during this young century. Some managed 
to guide the invasion of Iraq — a futile, 
baseless venture that cost hundreds of 
thousands of lives, and over a trillion dollars 
in spending while continuing to cost more 
lives to this day, despite media glossiness 
to the contrary. 

A similar futile exercise was and is 
being waged in Afghanistan — thousands 
dead, including 158 of our own soldiers 
and counting. And we seem eager to 
pick another war with Iran, helping our 
western allies to walk guns-a-blazing into 
a self-fulfilling prophecy. The Bogeyman 
doesn’t seem to be moving fast enough; 
he needs prodding.

What is telling is the public reaction to 
these recent revelations. Many seem all for 
Vic Toews and his charter-of-rights-and-
international-law-violating crusade against 
the Bogeyman. Beat ’em silly and hang ’em 
high if it keeps me safe, Vic — a cry from 
the crowd not familiar with having their 
fingernails torn out. While some rage in 
protest about the fact that Canada has been 
implicit in international torture for many a 
decade, most sit silent and shrug. Price of 
doing business. Not worth worrying about. 
Vic’s got our back, right?

It makes you wonder who the real 
Bogeyman is. Food for thought while you 
cower under your covers. 

Beware the Bogeyman

e

“Public 
Safety 

Minister Vic 
Toews will 

do anything 
to protect 
you ...”
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One-on-one with the Army Commander

F  E  A T  U  R  E

e

A t the beginning of February Lieutenant-General Peter 
Devlin, who had recently returned from a visit with 
the troops in Kabul, Afghanistan, met with Esprit de 
Corps publisher Scott Taylor.  

SCOTT TAYLOR: General, first let me thank you for taking the 
time to answer a few questions. I know you have recently returned 
from reviewing the Canadian training mission in Afghanistan. 
What was your overall assessment of that venture? 
LT.-GEN. PETER DEVLIN: Well, we have a little over 900 guys 
and gals involved in the training mission, making Canada proud. 
I think it’s important, Scott, to understand that inside the NATO 
training mission, first, there’s USA, there is Canada (number two) 
and, way down, there are a bunch of other countries. 

Canada has a privileged position inside this mission, because of 
the scale of the soldiers and the leaders that we have there. They 
are doing a great job, both inside the HQ and the regional military 

training centre, which is the one that I went to visit. 

ST: What stage are we at now, with the basic training? Are 
Canadians involved in all aspects of the instruction? 
PD: Afghans are now training Afghans. So at the regional military 
centre and the consolidating fielding centre, what was rewarding 
for me was watching the relationship grow between Afghans and 
Canadians. I think that Canadians have such an appreciation for 
culture, language, and for differences that this makes them really 
good at what they do in training, developing and mentoring. Those 
are strong terms leading one to think that maybe we’re better 
than the Afghans. However, Canadians don’t have that approach. 
Canadians are there to share their level of skill and professionalism. 

In early 2012 Army Commander Lt.-Gen. Peter Devlin visited the troops 
stationed at Camp Blackhorse, which is located on the eastern edge of 
Kabul and is the site of the Canadian Afghan National Training Centre 
Detachment. (dnd)
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At the same time, I would argue that our soldiers take away the 
skill and professionalism from the Afghans, and [this] makes them 
better, too. 

ST: When the training mission was announced as a replacement 
for the combat mission in Kandahar, we were told this would be 
done behind the wire. Is that the case? Is that even possible? What’s 
the reality? 
PD: They are inside a combat training centre in Kabul; they deliver 
institutional training with access to a training area and training 
facilities. It’s very much akin to the combat training centre [in 
Gagetown, New Brunswick]. A lot of outdoor-delivered training 

centres, lectures, first aid … appropriate to the Afghan culture and 
it is respectfully done. 

ST: At what level is the training being conducted? 
PD: It is individual training up to the platoon level, then there is 
the fielding centre training, which goes up to the company group 
level. This is basically light infantry-plus, with the added training 
ability for the Afghans to call in support fire. And then we hand it 
off to the parent corps, which takes the training beyond that level. 

ST:  Are the Afghans presently developing an armoured capability? 
Are they teaching maintenance and tactics? Or are the Afghan 
security forces still mostly truck-borne infantry? 
PD: Oh, they are truck-borne. Air mobility (helicopters) is being 
developed. But the development of the aviation side is years behind 
for the Afghan National Army. If I had to put a timeline on it, I’d 
say it will be about 2016 before the aviation elements are at the 
necessary level of skill … But when I landed at Kabul last month 
— it was the first time I had been there in about two years — I 
noticed a significant number of Afghan military helicopters; [they] 
were now visible at the airfield. The Afghans are manning their 

Army Commander Lt.-Gen. Peter Devlin speaks with Cpl. Guillaume 
Desbiens and other members of 35 Combat Engineer Regiment while on 
a floating bridge during Exercise NOBLE WARRIOR on January 6, 2012 
in Jacksonville, North Carolina. The Army Commander went to Camp 
Lejeune to get a first-hand look at this international training exercise.  
(sgt kevin-lee gagnon, 35e régiment du génie de combat, dnd) 
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own guns (old Soviet artillery). So there is some degree of support 
arm development.  

The logistics is where they are lacking … which is a super key 
element. So there’s still a ways to go on the logistics front. Both 
what they decide to deliver from a contract point of view and their 
own military having the capability to support and deploy in the field. 

ST: Is 2014 still a feasible date for the west to consider a complete 
pull-out of troops and trainers?
PD: I think that there is common belief that there will be a need 
for NATO to remain beyond 2014. 

ST: For those Canadian soldiers deploying on the training mission, 
what can they expect to find in the way of facilities, barracks, etc? 
PD: We took over from the American set-up … On my visit, I didn’t 
make it to Mazar-e-Sharif or Herat, where we have folks at those 
two regional training centres. In Kabul there are very adequate 
facilities, in terms of dining and fitness, communications access 
(internet, telephone) for family support … It’s all very adequate.  

ST: Putting so many qualified trainers into Afghanistan is bound 
to put a strain on manning training facilities here in Canada, 
would it not? 
PD: It is a challenge. The key is our personnel. They’ve been trained 
to train. And they’re good at instruction and they have good skill 
and that’s what they’ve brought with them. They’ve brought that 
battalion structure and laid it on to the CFC (Consolidated Fielding 

Centre) for military training, command staff, mentoring … in the 
ministries and so forth. I think the unit structure augment is the 
strength of our contribution to the NATO training mission. 

LT.-GEN. PETER DEVLIN ... CONT’D ON PAGE 44

A graduate of an Afghan National Army combat medic course holds up his 
course certificate during a graduation ceremony at the Regional Military 
Training Centre (Capital) in Kabul. Afghan soldiers receive individual 
training up to the platoon level. Some 950 Canadian Forces members are 
currently serving as trainers and mentors. (mcpl. rory wilson, dnd)
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by Michel W. Drapeau & Joshua M. Juneau

In Career Administrative Review

C areer Administrative Review (AR) procedures are con-
ducted by the Directorate Military Career Administration (DMCA) 
or Directorate Military Careers (D-Mil-C) staff at National Defence 
Headquarters to determine whether or not a member is considered 
fit to continue serving in the military. Generally, an AR will have 
been pre-empted by special circumstance (for example, a profes-
sional or conduct deficiency, punctuated by alcohol misconduct, 
sexual misconduct, prohibited drug use or medical employment 
limitations). 

At issue here is not the AR process per se. We agree that the AR 
process is useful to evaluate members and to ensure the Forces 
remains strong, viable and able. At issue is that the current frame-
work of discipline, grievance administration or medical treatment 
within the Forces often conflicts with the AR process. For example, 
it is not uncommon that a member may be facing charges before 
a court martial or civilian court, be in the throes of a grievance 
procedure, or be undergoing a medical treatment while an AR 
process is also being conducted. 

What happens when two of these processes come to opposing 
conclusions? Regrettably, this is more common than one would 
think, and the damage resulting from an improper or premature 
AR process is often permanent and beyond repair, even though 
the member has been fully exonerated or has attained the expected 
physical or medical fitness standard. 

CASE STUDY: MAJOR CLAUDE
While posted on a base in western Canada, Major Claude was 
rightfully collecting a separation expense allowance while his family 
remained in their home at the opposite end of the country. Due 
to rumours, the Director of Compensation and Benefits (DCBA) 
wrongly concluded that Major Claude had been receiving this 
benefit illegally. The Forces proceeded to reclaim the amount of 
the benefit, and charged Major Claude with fraud. 

We, as Major Claude’s legal representative, made the CF aware 
of this dichotomy and suggested that the AR be put in abeyance 
until the trial proceedings were completed. However, before court 
proceedings could be initiated, the CF launched an AR with the 
intention of having Major Claude compulsorily released from the 
Forces tout de suite. Without consideration of any of Major Claude’s 
prior service, the AR concluded that Major Claude was guilty of 
fraud and recommended his release under item 5(f) (Unsuitable 
for Further Service). By definition, the Administrative Review had 
concluded that Major Claude had developed, “personal weakness 
or behaviour … that seriously impair[ed] his usefulness” and that 
Major Claude was “an excessive administrative burden on the 
Canadian Forces.” Strong language. 

Some months later, after being compulsorily released from the 
Forces due to the findings of the AR, Major Claude was found 
innocent on all charges at trial. 

Achieving fairness, 
justice and ethics
Achieving fairness, 
justice and ethics
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THE POINT
The true story of Major Claude illustrates that there is an ad-
ministrative disconnect within the CF. In a memo dated January 
12, 2012 and prepared by the DMCA, the CF addressed this 
disconnect, and pointed out that this inconsistency is due to a “lack 
of due diligence,” concluding that such errors are “preventable.” 

While we agree fundamentally with this conclusion, we believe 
that the problem is created by the CF itself because, under the 
current policy framework, when two actions are taking place, be 
they grievances, ARs or judicial proceedings (before a civil court or 
under the CF military justice system), it appears simply as though 
the left hand does not know what the right hand is doing (or is it 
that the tail wagging the dog?). 

While a speedy administrative decision is important, it is equally 
imperative that there be oversight to prevent a situation where a 
procedure such as an AR that allows hearsay, innuendo and even 
gossip acts prematurely, and when the member who is subject to 
the AR becomes subsequently exonerated by a court using a fair 
and equitable procedure pursuant to established rules of evidence. 

In a situation such as that of Major Claude, damage to that 
member’s reputation may never be undone because, by definition, 
the CF has already concluded that the member is a “burden on 
the Canadian Forces.” Though a member will wish to keep this 
outcome confidential, the results of such an administrative review 
will, we think, become public sooner rather than later. 

Therefore, as a rule, we suggest that no AR be initiated while 
other judicial, grievance or medical fitness processes are underway. 
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LAW & ORDER ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 46

SHOULD AN AR BE SUBJECT TO A 
COLLECTIVE DECISION?
The AR process is crude and simple. It involves one or more 
NDHQ staff analysts and an approving authority, who signs off 
on the recommendations. In our experience, the AR leading to the 
release of a member is made on the opinion of a single staff officer 
who, after conducting a one-sided review of the member’s file, 
makes a recommendation — all without contacting or interviewing 
the CF member subject to the AR. 

It is only at this penultimate stage that the CF member is 
presented with a fait accompli and given two weeks to rebut the 
evidence as well as the findings and make representations opposing 
the recommendation. This is analogous to pushing a large snowball 
uphill. Considering the gravity of the consequences (compulsory 
release) that could flow from an AR process, it is peculiar that 
someone’s career is left in the hands of NDHQ staff officers, who 
could also be subordinate in rank to the CF member whose career 
is under review.  

As a matter of comparison, consider that to be promoted in the 
Canadian Forces requires that the totality of a member’s annual 
evaluation reports and other reports of good deeds be reviewed by 
a Merit Review Board — a panel of five officers (normally two ranks 
above those whose files are being considered — which provides 
an ordered Merit List. 

It is unbalanced that a promotion to advance one’s career is 
considered by a panel of five superior officers, yet an action to 
put a dishonourable end to a member’s career can be decided by 
relatively junior staff officers who restrict their examination to 
available “facts” surrounding the incident(s) which gave rise to 
the AR, and worse, rely on such information as the gospel truth 
even if this very information might successfully be challenged or 
rebutted through a grievance or a judicial process. 

STANDARD OF PROOF
To ensure that procedural fairness is afforded to a member 
facing an AR, the Military Administrative Law Manual states 
that evidence used in these proceedings must be “true and 
factual, and subject to a minimum level of examination and 
scrutiny to ensure their authenticity, context, veracity and 
pertinence.” Yet, AR proceedings are conducted on the basis 
of the “preponderance of evidence” allowing hearsay, innuendo 
and even gossip to establish the “balance of probabilities” which 
is then assessed to be true. 

Since, the usual outcome of an AR (at least for conduct or 
performance deficiency) is a compulsory release from the Forces, we 
sincerely believe that a member should be afforded a much higher 
level of procedural fairness protection, including the right to act 
through counsel. This is currently being denied to CF members 
undergoing an AR. 

The present AR process provides the minimum level of proced-
ural fairness. Why?

Though “procedural fairness is vital to the AR process,” 
strangely the DAOD 5029-2 -Administrative Review as well as 
the Military Administrative Law Manual requires only that “four 
… fundamental steps be followed, namely: notice, disclosure, the 

right to make representations and reasons for decision.” Such a 
minimum benchmark has been narrowly interpreted and accepted 
by the judiciary as “the chance to make written representations, 
and the decision maker to consider those representations.” 

[For example, Miller [1994] F.C.J. No. 330, Rockman [2000] 
F.C.J. No. 202, Hawco [1998] F.C.J. No. 838. In addition, also see 
Hutton v. Canada (Chief of Defence Staff) [1998] where the court 
held that the principles of natural justice are breached if a member 
is not given the chance to reply, and in such an instance “the matter 
[must] be remitted for re-consideration by CF authorities.”]

Not surprisingly, in the case of Major Claude the AR only 
considered the punctuated issue of whether he was fraudulently 
collecting separation expense allowances. Obviously, the AR did 
not fully consider the relative merits of the evidentiary case against 
Major Claude. This could only be accomplished by a court of law 
which, pursuant to the rules of evidence, could and did make 
appropriate findings. 

LOOKING AFTER ITS PEOPLE: 
A CORNERSTONE OF MILITARY 
LEADERSHIP
The significance of an AR on an individual and the CF is at least 
as great as that of the conclusions of a merit review board, whose 
decisions are made by a panel of five senior CF officers. For that 
reason, the final decision to terminate a career as a result of an AR 
should be determined by some form of similar panel or board of 
officers, and not on the say-so of two NDHQ staff officers. 

Also, because of the potential gravity of the result, any AR 
process should consider a member’s prior merits and accomplish-
ments as well as the circumstances that caused the AR to take place 
prior to recommending that member’s compulsory release. Most 
importantly, given that the member’s career and reputation are 
normally at stake in the AR process, we believe that it behooves the 
military to afford the highest level of procedural fairness possible 
to the applicable member, and not leave the career of a member 
to be weighed on the “balance of probabilities.” 

As a practical and fair solution, we believe that AR recom-
mendations should be determined by a board of officers. It would 
take little effort and costs for the Forces to establish such an ad 
hoc board, which could be presided by a commissioned officer at 
least one rank above the CF member subject of the AR, teamed 
with two officers or warrant officers who are equal or superior in 
rank to the said member — one of whom provided by the chief 
of the applicable service and the other one from the staff of the 
Director General Military Careers (DGMC) or the Chief Military 
Personnel (CMP).

Creating such a five-person board would also eliminate the 
potential of two proceedings reaching opposing conclusions; a 
provision which is already in effect when a member wishes to submit 
a complaint under the Canadian Human Rights Act. This would 
have the effect of preventing double remedies and ensuring that 
in the interests of fairness, there is consistency, and that matters 
are not pursued on two tracks. 
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the UAE. In addition to these locations, there 
are reports that Canada has sent out feelers 
to Jamaica about establishing a hub there, 
as well as to South Korea and Singapore; 
Senegal, Kenya and Tanzania also being 
considered as possible African hubs.

F-35 FLIES INTO A GLOBAL  
STONE WALL

The financial austerity measures currently un-
dertaken by Canada’s allies will have an impact 
on the procurement of the next generation 
fighter-bomber that the Harper government 
wants so badly. And now both the United 
States and the fighter’s maker have stated that 
the average cost of the F-35 Lightning is set 
to increase after order delays by governments 
that are increasingly going broke.

On February 14 acting Pentagon acquisi-
tion chief Frank Kendall informed the media 
that the U.S. decision to save $15.1 billion by 
cancelling 13 F-35s and postponing orders for 
179 would drive up the average price per unit 
of the fighter, a situation that will be strongly 
exacerbated by delays in international orders.

The liberal Centre for American Progress 
has called the overall management of the 
program a “complete disaster” and said the 
plane is headed towards becoming the most 
costly weapons program ever.

Great Britain has cut the number of 
planes it intends to buy and is holding off on a 
decision on future purchases, while Australia 
has decided to buy upgraded F-18s until the 
fifth-generation fighters are ready. Turkey has 
also cut its request for four planes, and there 
have been recent reports in the Italian press 
that at least 40 planes would be cut from the 
European nation’s original desire to purchase 
131 planes. Norway’s order of 52 fighters is 
also in question and the Dutch government 
said it’s freezing a decision to buy 85 F-35s 

The Harper government says that its world-
wide network of “strategic hubs” has now 
been augmented by the inclusion of a German 
airport set to support post-Afghanistan 
Canadian combat missions. Following a 
meeting with his German counterpart on 
February 14, Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay announced that this new post will 
be located at the Cologne-Bonn airport.

Canada’s network of warehouses and air-
fields has steadily been increasing globally to 
ensure its military has support bases whereby 
it can conduct its missions more effectively. 
Such hubs have already proved their worth: 
A U.S. Air Force base at Spangdahlem, 
Germany, has been in trial use since 2009 and 
was used as a conduit to send across troops 
and supplies to the Afghanistan mission.

There are other deals in the pipeline. 
Canada forged a deal with Kuwait last sum-
mer to open a hub in there to replace the 
Canadian base known as Camp Mirage in 

POST-AFGHAN MISSIONS GET NEW 
STAGING BASE

e

until a new cabinet takes office.
A spokesman for Associate Minister of 

Defence Julian Fantino would not say how 
such delays would affect Canada’s own pur-
chasing program. Mr. Fantino did, however, 
indicate that Canada would perhaps be ready 
to re-evaluate the controversial procurement. 

“We all know that the economic reality of 
the day is certainly vastly different from when 
we started back on this project in 1997,” he 
told CBC-TV on February 13. “It would be 
ludicrous, I believe, for us to say that under no 
circumstances are we not prepared to discuss, 
to reconsider or consider.”

Nevertheless Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper is sticking to his guns, having said 
that his government is sticking with its plans 
to buy 65 fighters, and that it would stay 
within budget — which the Tories insist will 
stand between $75 million to $80 million 
for each plane.

CANADA’S SINKING SUBS
Last week Canada’s beleaguered submarine 
fleet suffered yet another embarrassing setback 
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As part of its international humanitarian 
response objectives, the Canadian government 
ships humanitarian aid pallets aboard a CC-177 

Globemaster III aircraft to help the victims 
of disasters. In order to facilitate supplying 

its overseas missions, Canada has just 
added a new strategic hub to its network of 

international support bases, and is looking to 
add more in Asia, the Caribbean and possibly 
Africa. (sgt roxanne clowe, combat camera, dnd)

Representatives of the nine countries 
partnering on the JSF program surround a scale 
model of the F-35 at the Paris Air Show. With the 

economic crisis looming in most parts of the 
world, orders for the aircraft have been changed 
since the start of the program. (lockheed martin)
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F  E  A  T  U  R  E

by Eric Leclerc

While some Canadians are aware 
of the fact that the city of Toronto 

was known as York, few recall that 
the original colonial outpost was 

built by the French

T he year 2012 marks the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812, a conflict that many Canadians see as the 
reason they are not Americans. Local, provincial and federal 
historic organizations have been busy planning tributes at the 
fortresses and battlegrounds where British soldiers, Cana-
dian militiamen and native warriors made their stands against 
the invading American forces. One such site is Fort York, 

In June 1746 the French sent a powerful force to retake Louisbourg 
and capture Nova Scotia. A long stormy journey from Brest and disease 
defeated them and the third surviving commanding officer, de la Jonquière 
took the remnants back to France in early October. Several ships were 
captured by British cruisers and one of these was the Mars, which had 
been driven by bad weather as far south as Martinique, where she refitted. 
After sailing for France she fell in with the Nottingham, commanded by 
Captain Philip de Saumarez, and was taken after a two-hour engagement. 
The Mars was very short of men through disease and lost in the 
engagement 12 killed and 16 wounded. The Nottingham had three killed 
and 16 wounded. The two ships are shown in action in the right half of 
the picture. The Nottingham is on the right and the Mars is in the act 
of striking, her main-mast shot away and her main-yard shot through. 
The left half of the picture is plain sea and sky. (painting by samuel scott, 
national maritime museum, greenwich, london, caird collection)
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built on the north shore of Lake Ontario near the town of York, 
known today as Toronto. But long before Lieutenant-Governor 
John Graves Simcoe founded the new capital of Upper Canada 
in 1793, the French Empire had claimed that spot for a fortress 
of its own.

In 1887, Torontonians raised a large sum of money so that a 
32-foot-high column of Credit Valley stone could be built near 
what is today Exhibition Place. In the century that the British 
controlled that land, important visitors were often taken to this 
site to see a heap of burned wood and stone that once formed the 
buildings and ramparts of Fort Rouillé. The Canadian citizens paid 
for bronze cannons to be placed on either side of the grand column 
to remind future generations of the last and most important of all 
the French forts that were built in this part of the New World in 
the days when Canada was known as New France.

Built in 1750, it was no minor outpost. It was to be part of a 
great chain of forts and trading posts that would stretch westward 
along the shores of the Great Lakes and southward through the 
French territories along the Mississippi River. The man who had 
ordered it to be built was the most powerful and most intriguing 
official in New France at that time, Jacques-Pierre de Taffanel 
Marquis de La Jonquière.

He was born into one of the noble families of France and, at 
the age of 12, enlisted in the navy as a midshipman. In his teens he 
served on board one of the French warships that were attempting 

to capture English pirates who were plundering the French islands 
in the Caribbean. In 1711, as a young lieutenant, he was part of 
the French expedition that captured Rio de Janeiro. By the time 
he was in his forties and a flag captain; in 1746 he because a rear 
admiral. Later that same year, Louis XIV appointed him governor 
of New France.

Today, his name appears on the Ontario government’s blue and 
gold historical plaque at the base of the column in the exhibition 
grounds. The full story of his adventures is probably better known 
in Canada than it is in either France or England.

At the time of La Jonquière’s arrival in Quebec, he was at the 
height of his career. But all of La Jonquière’s earliest attempts to 
reach Canada ended in colossal naval disasters.

In 1746, when he first sailed for Canada, he was part of an 
expedition of 54 ships that planned to recapture the French fort of 
Louisbourg in Nova Scotia, which had recently been seized by the 
British. When the French fleet arrived off the shores of Canada, it 

Fort Rouillé (also known as Fort Toronto) was built in 1750-51 by the 
Marquis de la Jonquière, then governor of New France, in order to further 
establish a French presence in the area, and to intercept the trade 
of Indians travelling towards a British fur-trading post in present-day 
Oswego. It was a small palisaded fort with a bastion at each of its four 
corners, and containing five main buildings: a corps de garde, storeroom, 
barracks, blacksmithy, and a building for the officers. The fort was named 
for Antoine Louis Rouillé, comte de Jouy and French Minister of Marine 
and Colonies. The fort was abandoned and burned by the French garrison 
in July 1759, who retreated to Montreal from invading British forces. 
(metropolitan toronto reference library, t-32184)

The last French post built in present-day southern Ontario, Fort Rouillé, 
more commonly known as Fort Toronto, was erected on this site in 
1750-51. It was established by order of the Marquis de La Jonquière, 
Governor of New France, to help strengthen French control of the Great 
Lakes and was located here near an important portage to capture the 
trade of Indians travelling southeast toward the British fur- trading centre 
at Oswego. A small frontier post, Fort Rouillé was a palisaded fortification 
with four bastions and five main buildings. It apparently prospered until 
hostilities between the French and British increased in the mid-1750s. 
Following the capitulation of other French posts on Lake Ontario, Fort 
Rouillé was destroyed by its garrison in July 1759. Today, a large obelisk 
marks the spot where the original French-built Fort Rouillé was erected.
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was hit by a fierce gale. A 
British fleet of warships 
attacked and almost the 
entire French fleet was 
lost. More than 2,800 of 
the French complement 

of 7,000 were killed or wounded. The leader of the expedition, 
the Duc d’Anville, died during the attack and La Jonquière had 
no choice but to order the expedition back to France.

On his second attempt to reach Canada, his fleet was over-
whelmed by a superior number of British ships, and La Jonquière 
was captured and taken to England as a prisoner. The British made 
it clear to everyone in the mid-18th century that they intended to be 
the only superpower on the continent. Two years later, France and 
England agreed to a peace treaty and La Jonquière was released. 
On August 14, 1749, three years after his appointment, he finally 
arrived at Quebec as governor of New France.

His primary orders were to establish a more secure and powerful 
colony, and he immediately began to strengthen its defences. Larger 
forts were to replace earlier ones — and the north shore of Lake 
Ontario would not be neglected.

Two smaller French trading posts had been built earlier along 
the banks of the Humber River. This new location on the lakefront 
would serve as both a garrison and a trading post. Here the French 
would attempt to intercept Indians on their way to trade furs with 
the English who were established along the south shore of the 
lake. The new fort would receive the rare honour of being named 
after Antoine Louis Rouillé, Count de Jouy, the French minister 
of marine, who was head of the French navy and who had full 
authority over all of France’s colonies. But from the time the fort 
was completed in 1750, it was always known as Fort Toronto after 
the Mississauga name for the area.

The mid-18th century was one of the most chaotic periods in the 
history of New France. It was a time when fortunes could be made, 
overnight, by officials speculating in the fur trade. In the words of 
French historian Taillemite, despite La Jonquière’s personal wealth, 
he “turned out to be regrettably greedy.” Rumours of a scandal 
surrounding the office of the governor started reaching the court 
at Versailles, but in a letter to Rouillé, dated October 19, 1751, La 
Jonquière protested his innocence: “There is not a drop of blood 

in my veins that does not thrill for the service of my King. I will 
not conceal from you that the slightest suspicions on your part 
against me would cut the thread of my days.”

Though he still appeared a commanding figure, La Jonquière 
was now 66 and his health had been broken by exhaustion 
and his constant quarrelling with officials. In 1751, he wrote 
to Rouillé begging to be recalled, but before an answer was 
returned he died at his quarters at Quebec on March 17, 1752. 
It was said, wrote Francis Parkman in Wolfe and Montcalm, that 
although La Jonquière was rich, “his habits of thrift so possessed 
his last hours that, seeing wax candles burning in his chamber, 
he ordered others of tallow be brought instead, as being good 
enough to die by.”

Four years after his death, the first “global war” erupted. It 
became known as the Seven Years War (or French and Indian War), 
and during these years England and France fought their final battles 
for the possession of the lands that are now Canada. By 1757, the 
tide of the war had turned against the French, and two years later 
the French began abandoning their forts in the west. When British 
troops seized the French fort at Niagara and began advancing north 
around the lake, the French commandant at Fort Toronto ordered 
the buildings burned to the ground rather than let them fall into 
the hands of the British.

For almost 150 years, the ruins remained virtually untouched. 
They became the only surviving landmark of an era in the 17th and 
18th centuries when the site of Toronto belonged to France, and 
had witnessed the arrival of many of France’s greatest explorers and 
adventurers. By the late 19th century, the location of the French fort 
had become part of the city’s new exhibition grounds. On Septem-
ber 6, 1887, a towering new monument was raised over the site. 
Lord Dufferin, Governor 
General of Canada, told 
the large crowd at the un-
veiling ceremonies that the 
monument had a unique 
importance among all the 
landmarks of Toronto: “To 
preserve from obliteration 
the traces of the first begin-
nings of this city.” 

Jacques-Pierre de Taffanel de la Jonquière (April 18, 1685 – March 17, 1752) was a French admiral and 
Governor General of New France from March 1746 until his death in 1752. In 1746, he sailed on the famous 
and ill-fated Duc d’Anville Expedition. In 1747, after a brave defence, he was defeated in the Battle of 
Cape Finisterre by George Anson. As Governor General of New France, he was considered to be a good 
administrator if not the bravest of men in the political and economic upheavals at the time. The opposite was 
true of his naval career where his 29 campaigns and nine combats showed a man of great courage.

John Graves Simcoe (February 25, 1752 – October 26, 1806) was a British army officer and the first 
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada from 1791–1796. Then frontier, this was modern-day southern 
Ontario and the watersheds of Georgian Bay and Lake Superior. He founded York (now Toronto) and 
was instrumental in introducing institutions such as the courts, trial by jury, English common law, freehold 
land tenure, and in abolishing slavery. He ended slavery in Upper Canada long before it was abolished 
in the British Empire as a whole – by 1810 there were no slaves in Upper Canada, but the Crown did 
not abolish slavery throughout the Empire until 1834. (portrait of colonel john graves simcoe, lieutenant 
governor of upper canada, 1791-96, by george theodore berthon, government of ontario art collection, 
694156)
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Yoga Warriors

by Marlee Wasser

W alking into his first Yoga Warriors class, Police 
Constable Paul Hywarren was way out of his comfort 
zone.

“It was nerve-racking going in, I’m not going 
to lie,” he says.

This coming from a man whose job is the stuff of nightmares. 
One of 13 divers working with the Underwater Search and Re-
covery Unit for the Ontario Provincial Police, Hywarren regularly 
plunges into depths of up to 100 feet to seek out death and drag 
it back up to the surface. His unit responds to about 100 calls per 
year and 90 to 95 per cent of the work is body recovery, he says.

“Out of uniform I’m totally different than I am in uniform,” 
he explains. “That’s just the security of the uniform, you’ve got 
that confidence. But now, here I am, just a guy off the street in 
sweatpants and a T-shirt, going to do something I don’t know 
anything about.”

Hywarren, 37, says yoga used to seem strange to him. Thinking 
there wasn’t much to it other than holding a bunch of poses, he 
had a hard time understanding its appeal.

But then he saw a report on the evening news about a special-
ized yoga program that had started up in his hometown of Barrie, 
Ontario, last fall. Its mission — to help prevent and manage 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) — struck a chord.

“I thought, well, you know what, everybody who puts on a 
uniform and serves the public — you see stuff and you deal with 
stuff that the general public doesn’t on a regular basis. I made a 
commitment to myself that I’d go for three sessions and give it a 
shot and be open-minded about it,” he says.

Paul Hywarren, an underwater search and recovery officer with the 
Ontario Provincial Police, does a back bend stretch during a Yoga 
Warriors class. This specialized class teaches techniques that can be 
used in everyday-life scenarios to control stress.  (chris picken)

Uniting the mind and body to overcome  
operational stress

Yoga Warriors
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After his first class, he was hooked.
“I just can’t get enough of it,” he says. “After an hour I feel 

like a new guy when I come out of there. My body feels better, my 
joints feel better, I feel like I’ve got energy — it’s a great hour.”

Physically, he says the weekly class has been making a noticeable 
difference at work, as the Yoga Warriors program is specifically 
designed to relieve stress in the shoulders and back.

“The bags we carry when we’re in the water weigh 120 pounds 
each,” he says. Plus his job involves a lot of travel across the 
province, meaning many hours spent sitting in trucks and sleeping 
in hotel beds.

“Your back gets used and abused,” he says. “Every police officer 
suffers from that, just wearing their duty belts.”

Psychologically, he says Yoga Warriors has also been helping to 
relieve the emotional stress of his job.

“You basically see people on the worst day of their life,” he says. 
“You’re called when things have gone really bad for these people. 
And you take that with you. You lock it away, and you put it in 
your little chest and you hope you’ll never open it up. But there 
are certain memories that do creep out.”

Whenever he shows up to yoga with some unsettling thought 
lurking in the back of his mind, he says by the end of the class he’s 
usually let it go.

“I try to squeeze that out of my body, with the stretches, and the 
deep breathing,” he says. And these techniques have been useful 
to him outside the class as well.

“I feel a huge reduction in my stress level when something 
does happen now that I get stressed about,” he says. “I just take 
a minute, focus on my breath, don’t let anything else around me 
bug me … Feel your breath, match your inhalation with your 
exhalation, take a couple of minutes, get back to feeling great and 
then tackle the problem.”

As word about her class continues to spread, Yoga Warriors 
instructor Nicole Taylor is optimistic that more and more guys like 
Hywarren will “take a leap of faith” and show up to give it a try.

“I think people are really realizing, ‘Hey, maybe yoga isn’t so 
abstract after all,’” she says.

Taylor has been practicing yoga for more than a decade, initially 
taking up the activity to relieve the stress of her job as an operating 
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nurse at the Southlake Regional Health Centre in Newmarket. 
Originally from Thunder Bay, Taylor moved with her husband, 
a military firefighter, to CFB Borden in 2007 when he started 
teaching at the Canadian Forces Nuclear, Chemical and Biological 
School and Canadian Forces Firefighter Academy.

In 2010 she became a certified yoga instructor and started 
leading regular classes on the base. While these classes were going 
well, she was interested in finding ways to adapt her teaching to 
more directly target the needs of soldiers.

“I knew that I always wanted to bridge the military and yoga 
together,” she says, pointing out that it’s really not that much of 
a stretch: the backdrop of the Bhagavad Gita, an ancient Indian 
poem which lays out the philosophical foundations of yoga, is the 
battlefield, after all, and its main protagonist is a warrior.

Last year she stumbled upon the Yoga Warriors program. 
Originally developed in 2005 to help a group of PTSD patients at 
a Massachusetts veterans centre, Yoga Warriors classes for serving 
and retired soldiers struggling with operational stress have since 
spread to bases and yoga centres across the United States.

“I thought, wow, this is so powerful,” Taylor says. “I’m getting 
this going in Canada.” 

She enrolled in the program’s Boston-area training course to 
learn about teaching yoga through the Yoga Warriors method and 
became the program’s first certified Canadian instructor.

When she returned home, she started a class at her friend’s 
yoga studio in downtown Barrie, making the program accessible 
to first responders in addition to active and retired members of 
the Canadian Forces.

She says she’s had police officers, firefighters, paramedics, even 
doctors attend her class.

“I think it also demonstrates, too, to the soldiers who have been 
on deployment, that they’re not alone when they get back here,” 
Taylor says. “What a great source of support for them as well, that 
they don’t have to be segregated, that there are people back home 
who struggle with similar issues.”

“Everyone in the class falls under the same umbrella,” says 
Hywarren. “It is just a strong, common bond that you have with 

them. You don’t have to talk about work, but you know they’ve 
seen and done things and experienced things that aren’t very fun.”

The subtle attention that Yoga Warriors pays to language also 
helped his initiation into yoga feel more welcoming than it might 
have otherwise.

“They don’t use terms like ‘surrender yourself to the mat’,” 
Hywarren explains, a common phrase in regular yoga practice.

“A firefighter isn’t going to surrender himself to the mat, a 
police officer isn’t going to surrender himself to the mat, a soldier 
isn’t going to surrender himself to the mat,” he says. “That’s not 
in our vocabulary.

“Words are very powerful, and changing a few words, the way 
they do things, I think makes a huge difference for the personality 
types that are drawn to these types of careers.”

The class is also purposefully designed to emphasize the relation-
ship between movement and breathing, in order to communicate 
with the brain that physical activity should have a calming effect.

“What I appreciated most about the Yoga Warriors method was 
that it did not shy away from the physically demanding class,” says 
Major Jon Greuel, a United States Air Force instructor pilot who 
has been teaching yoga in the military since 2005. Greuel helped 
develop a standard lesson plan for Yoga Warriors while carrying 
out a study on the program’s effects on soldiers struggling with 
combat stress in Iraq.

“The thing with this population, they are used to physical activity 
and feeling good afterwards,” he says. “But when operational stress 
starts to set in, this relationship can go awry. 

“It’s important to get that pairing correct and rewired so that 
you can be home again,” says Greuel. “After the class you want 
them to feel like they’ve used their muscles, but they’re calm at 
the same time.”

Greuel says he’s thrilled to see Taylor bringing the Yoga Warriors 
program to Canada.

“I’m very enthused by Nicole and how much of a positive spirit 
she is,” he says. “That’s really what this movement needs.”

This month she will be holding a training course for yoga 
teachers and students interested in starting their own Yoga Warriors 
class. The two-day training course will take place March 24-25 at 
Studio Bliss in Barrie, Ontario. Visit taylormadeyoga.ca/yoga-
warrior-workshops for more details. 

Major Jon Greuel, a United States Air Force instructor pilot, has been 
teaching yoga in the military since 2005. Greuel helped develop a 
standard lesson plan for Yoga Warriors while carrying out a study on the 
program’s effects on soldiers struggling with combat stress in Iraq. He 
served in Iraq as a combat air advisor on the C-172. (courtesy jon greuel)
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So you think you know your military history? Well, think again!

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of our At Ease feature, a collection of 
military trivia and humour. The answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.  

Good luck! Your input is welcome! Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

1. Which Nova Scotian 
became the first USAF SAC 

commander? (Thanks Steve!)

2. Which Canadian regiment 
has a Second Battalion but no 

First Battalion?

3. Which age groups were 
eligible for conscription under 

the Ontario Militia Act?

4. Which form of penalty was 
specifically prohibited under 

the Militia Act?

5. Which form of premises 
was exempt from compulsory 

billeting under the Act?

6. Which fictional “second 
fiddle” was an Afghanistan 

veteran?
7. Name the D-Day beaches from 

east to west.

8. What were the calibres (in 
inches) of Canadian WWII 

platoon and battalion mortars? 

9. The Junkers Ju-290 
was designed for 

bombing raids on North 
America. How close did 
the prototype come to 

New York City?

10. Which aircraft variety 
were produced in the 

greatest number in 
WWII for both the Axis 

and Allies?
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March 24, 1944 — The Great 
Escape: Fact vs. Fiction by George Sweanor

 
As with most Hollywood accounts of World War II, the portrayal of the 
Allied prisoners’ escape from Stalag Luft III is filled with inaccuracies

For those unfamiliar with this daring story of 
the 1944 mass tunnel escape from Stalag Luft 
III, a Luftwaffe-run POW camp, a plan that 
was first conceived in the spring of 1943 by RAF 
Squadron Leader Roger Bushell, it was made 
even more famous by the 1963 film starring 
Steve McQueen, James Garner, Richard At-
tenborough and other top actors of the day, based 
on the book by fellow prisoner Paul Brickhill. This 
Hollywood account has been described as “a work 
of fiction” because of the number of liberties it 
took with the facts to serve its box office stars, and 
only loosely based on actual events. 

And if you went by this silver screen account, 
you would never know Canadians played a 
prominent role in the construction of the tunnels 
and the escape itself. And of the 2,000 or so 
POWs in the compound, 600 were involved in 
the escape, 150 of them Canadian. While nine 
Canadians escaped, six were murdered by the 
Gestapo.

On the 68th anniversary of The Great Escape, 
which occurred on March 24, 1944, flight officer 
and a member of planning group X, George 
Sweanor, shares his thoughts on the film, the plan and life as a prisoner 
of war in Stalag Luft III. 

H aving watched yet another rerun of this 1963 movie, I am 
compelled to voice a few comments: 

FACT:
What transpired in the North Compound — one of the five com-
pounds of Stalag Luft III located in Sagan, Silesia, Germany — is 
a reminder of human courage, ability, ingenuity, endurance, and 
several other attributes. It is a story that has been told accurately 

in several books, but this film has flaws. 
For 22 months our Sagan commandant 

was Oberst Fredrich-Wilhelm von Lindeiner-
Wildau, a WWI pilot wounded three times 
while earning two Iron Crosses. He married 
a Dutch baroness, and remained a staunch 
German while being very anti-Nazi. He was a 
gentleman who treated all prisoners, including 
Soviets and Jews, well. He had coped with 262 
escape attempts — including 100 by tunnels 
— a severe challenge to his small Luftwaffe 
staff, and he had to resist Gestapo/SS pressure 
to wrest command of aircrew POWs from the 
“incompetent” Luftwaffe.

FICTION: 
(1) Nationalities:  Prisoner nationalities were 
introduced by the producers. We considered 
ourselves family, all speaking English. Two of 
the main characters, played by James Garner 
and Steve McQueen, are made out to be Ameri-
can whereas they were, in large measure, F/O 
Ken “Shag” Rees from Anglesey, Wales, and 
Red Noble from Penetanguishene, Ontario, 

but also with bits borrowed from Keith Ogilvie of Ottawa, who 
stole a guard’s wallet with vital documents, and Barry Davidson 
of Calgary, the scrounger. 

So it is difficult to estimate that, in March 1944, of the 2,000 
aircrew in the North Compound, there were 1,000 Britons, 300 
Canadians, 200 Australians and New Zealanders, 200 Poles, and 
300 made up of Dutch, Norwegians, Belgians, French, Danes, 
Greeks, South Africans, Rhodesians, Czechs, and Lithuanians, Jews 
included. All had flown with Commonwealth air forces. USAAF 
prisoners had been moved to the new South Compound in Sep-
tember 1943. Some of them had contributed to North Compound 

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 

RCAF Flight Officer George Sweanor 
was held as a prisoner of war in Stalag 

Luft III and was part of the planning 
committee for The Great Escape.
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escape activities and were moved 
much against our ‘family’ wishes.

(2) SUCCESSFUL ESCAPERS:   
We had planned for 250 but only 76 
got out. All were recaptured except 
for three: two Norwegians who 
made it back via Sweden and one 
Dutchman made it back via Holland, 
France, and Spain. All three spoke 
excellent German. In the film, the 
Dutchman, Bram Van der Stok, is 
depicted as an Australian.

(3) TOOLS: Most were home made 
— many from the large Klim (pow-
dered milk) cans from Canadian Red 
Cross parcels and from stolen pieces 
of iron. Some of the yellow tunnel 
soil was mixed in with the darker 
soil gardeners were digging, here 
and there, but there was no mass 
raking as the film depicts. Items 
like rakes and ice skates were distributed at times by the guards 
but on a very controlled basis. As they could be used as weapons, 
they were carefully collected after each loan of a few hours. The 
Germans did provide a few tomato plants and each room of 6 to 
9 men could request about four. Sand was effectively dispersed in 
the scrimmages of rugger games and under the theatre we built.

(4) MOTORCYCLE CHASE:  While there were many astounding 
but undepicted escape attempts, there was no such motorcycle 
chase. Steve McQueen wanted this included and the producers 
ignored the advice of Wally Floody, our Canadian chief tunneller, 
who served as an advisor on the film and who wanted accurate 

scenes, sticking to Paul Brickhill’s 
(RAAF) account. He clashed with 
McQueen over several depictions, 
however McQueen won. Moviego-
ers, and Steve, like chases.

(5) BLIND ESCAPER:  We did 
have a few men go blind, both 
naturally and from wounds, but 
they endured the slow process 
of repatriation. Two RAF pilots 
did make an earlier escape, did 
get to a Luftwaffe aerodrome, 
and did get into an aircraft, but 
were caught when the engine 
would not start. The shooting of 
the forger was phony. I have had 
Canadian and British friends shot 
and killed by approaching troops 
after crash-landing, but they were 
in RAF/RCAF aircraft. This was a 
Luftwaffe aircraft so those rushing 
to the scene would have expected 

German survivors.

(6) CAFÉ SHOOTING: The bartenders would not have remained 
at the scene to celebrate with a toast as the known German reaction 
was to quickly round up those nearby and to shoot at least 50 for 
each German murdered.

(7) NIGHT TRAFFIC: Leaving our huts at night was rare and 
dangerous as dogs prowled the night compound. One night, when 
we were slow to lock shut our room’s wooden blackout shutters, 
a dog leaped at our windows. I can still see his fangs. After the last 
roll call on the day of the escape, still in daylight, many normal 

“I had learned how difficult it 
was to travel any distance in a 
country of 90 million enemies 

who guarded every road, bridge, 
rail yard, and waterway”

ABOVE: Film poster for the 1963 film The Great Escape, starring 
Steve McQueen and James Garner and Richard Attenborough. 

This Hollywood account has been described as “a work of fiction” 
because of the number of liberties it took with the facts to serve its 

box office stars, and is only loosely based on actual events.   
TOP INSET: Hundreds of thousands of Allied troops were 

captured and detained in prison camps throughout occupied 
Europe. German POW camps were designed under this typical 

layout, and offered a relative degree of comfort when compared to 
others such as those operated by the Japanese. (war museum)

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC DIEPPE D-DAY HONG KONG LIBERATION OF HOLLAND SCHELDT ESTUARY 
JUNO BEACH BUZZ BEURLING SICILY ITALY RHINE CROSSING DEVIL’S BRIGADE CONVOY SC-42 ORTONA 
CAEN BOMBER COMMAND CORVETTES HAMPTON GRAY VC DAMBUSTERS RAYMOND COLLISHAW 
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residents of hut 104 ambled into the vacated bunks of the escapers 
who slowly and casually crowded into tunnel-hut 104. A few made 
it after dark.

(8) GERMAN ACCOMMODATION:  This was not in, or adja-
cent to, our compound. Their compound was out of sight behind 
numerous trees. Luftwaffe soldiers, usually rifle-armed, would take 
several minutes to reach and assemble in our compound and never 
in the numbers depicted in the film. Except for searches or roll calls, 
when all 15 huts, each with 17 rooms, had to be proven empty, and 
the number in each block on parade counted, the average number 
of Germans in the compound was about four. My job was to keep 
track of them. For many hours there would be no German in the 
compound. The guards in the perimeter towers, of course, had us 
under constant surveillance.

(9) FOURTH OF JULY:  Only the USAAF celebrated their 
national day, but this was in 1943 when some of them did make a 
limited amount of booze from potatoes and raisins. Two, made up 
as one horse with a rider, did gallop to the parade ground during 
roll call to urinate (the man making up the rear of the horse had 
a concealed can of water), with the rider shouting, “The British 
are coming!” Luftwaffe Hauptmann Hans Pieber, usually the only 
officer we would see, went along with the prank and, in counting 
the assembled block, shouted to the recorder, “Zwei und achtig und 
ein pferd [82 men and one horse].” The booze was then distributed 
to a selected few after which the top-ranking Commonwealth and 
USAAF officers were thrown into the large pool of water that was 
designed for firefighting.

REFLECTION 
It averaged about two weeks from the time of the very traumatic 
experience of being shot down until we found ourselves in a room 
with 6 to 9 bunks, double- or triple-stacked, in a permanent camp. 
We all had endured evasion, capture, many searches, a week’s 
solitary confinement during interrogation, transportation to a 
permanent camp, and more interrogation, this time by established 
prisoners who needed to know we were also bone fide prisoners. 

It was not until then that we fully realized our amazing good 
fortune: we were among the 17 per cent who survived being shot 
down (we had known the odds); most had been well treated by 

the curious civilians who captured us; the police and Luftwaffe to 
whom we were handed were also courteous and respectful (we had 
feared rough treatment); we were in a large camp that, although 
primitive, was much better than expected; and there was some Red 
Cross food, but we were always hungry. Freed from operations we 
could cease contemplating how few hours we had yet to live. The 
war still had years to go and we were safe for at least a few months. 
Our taught nerves could relax.

Several weeks passed before we were gradually informed of all the 
escape activities that were in progress. Of course we all wanted to 
get home. Barbed wire is so confining to the human spirit. Having 
been on the loose for two days in March’s cold and rain with blood 
still trickling from wounds, I had learned how difficult it was to 
travel any distance in a country of 90 million enemies who guarded 
every road, bridge, rail yard, and waterway. 

Nevertheless, I joined X (the escape committee). I was assigned 
to security, responsible for keeping track of, and recording, every 
German in the compound during my shifts. It was soon evident 
we were doing much more harm to ourselves than to the German 
war effort. This was a new camp in the midst of a pine forest. We 
cleared the stumps after Polish and Russian prisoners had cut down 
enough trees to make a large clearing for roll calls and for sports. 
Our guards soon learned that the remaining trees were concealing 
our escape activities, so those trees were also removed, making our 
‘resort’ camp turn quite dreary and dusty.

We had a good library, ever-increasing with books sent by next-
of-kin. While most of us were high school boys, many of the British 
and Europeans were older professionals and many conducted classes 
in a wide variety of subjects. I took several of these courses and I 
was able to enrol in a political science course with books provided 
by the University of Saskatchewan. We got daily BBC news via 

A photo of Stalag Luft I prisoners of war passing time reading in their 
barracks. Books took on a new meaning for active young men and 
Canadian Legion Educational Services sent over 60,000 textbooks and 
1,900 university courses through the Red Cross. This organization was 
a major source of support as it gave many the will to go on. In the final 
months of the war, with transportation disrupted and the POW population 
at its peak, supplies or delivery to the various camps diminished.

Of the men involved in The 
Great Escape from Stalag 
Luft III on March 24, 1944, 
73 of the 200 prisoners made 
their escape — but only 
three men made it to safety. 
Some of the Canadians 
who worked on the 240-foot 
tunnel included Ted Sangster 
and John “Scruffy” Weir 
(standing), Wally “the tunnel 
king“ Floody, and Henry 
Birkland (seated). Of the 50 
escapees captured and killed 
by the Gestapo, six were 
Canadian, including Henry 
Birkland. (paul brickhill, 
faber and faber limited)
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a radio we built with 
smuggled parts and 
we had a variety of 
German newspapers 
and magazines. We 
knew much more 
about the war than 
the people who were 
still fighting it.

Winter  months 
were cold so I was 
grateful when RAF 

airmen’s greatcoats, captured in France, were distributed and my 
parents sent me a blanket to supplement the two provided by the 
Germans and made from the hair of murdered women.

As the war progressed, differences in philosophies increased. We 
all wanted to get home. We all knew that escaping and harassing 
the enemy war effort was a duty, even if increasingly risky. Many 
remained adamant in their desire to get outside the wire if only for 
a few hours of freedom. I had growing doubts about the wisdom 
of escaping.

German newspapers were displaying increasing anger over 
the destruction of civilian lives and property our bombers were 
causing. When a USAAF crew was shot down wearing jackets 
labelled “Murder Inc.” (after the Dick Tracy comic strip characters) 
pictures were published all over Germany as proof that we were 
Luftgangsters, revelling in the slaughter of women and children. 
Hitler then ordered troops not to interfere to save downed airmen 
being beaten to death by irate civilians. Our worried German com-
mandant kept warning us that the climate for escaping had changed.

In the relative comfort of our Luftwaffe camps, few of us gave 
the Luftwaffe deserved credit for risking their lives in putting a 
shield around us to protect us from the Gestapo and SS. While we 
recognized our plight if the Luftwaffe lost control, we failed to 
understand how precarious Göring’s husbandry of aircrew POWs 
was. He saved thousands of us by convincing Hitler that RAF 
aircrew who came from occupied Europe should not be shot as 
he wanted because Churchill had made them all British citizens 
(which Göring knew was not true). Most of us, however, did feel 
that escapes should be low key and small scale in an environment 
that could promise little success, but would not explode in bloody 
reprisals. I argued we should work to enlarge the gulf between the 
SS and Luftwaffe as we would need them in a post-war Germany.

BIG X (Sqn Ldr Roger Bushell, a South African barrister and 
Spitfire pilot who was shot down in May 1940) retained an intense 
hatred of Germans of all stripes and was able to command a fol-
lowing who worked for an escape of hundreds that would involve 
millions of Germans neglecting war work to hunt us down. I, with 
most of the camp, believed that March 1944 was too early in the 
year to steal farm food and too late in the war for a mass escape 
that was sure to bring harsh reprisals. Survival was our main goal. 
We knew the Soviets would reach us before British, Canadian, and 
American forces, and whether they would treat us as friend or foe 
was unknown, but there was still safety in numbers. I joined the 
group studying commando tactics around our remaining useable 
tunnel should the Soviets consider us undesirables.

Our mass escape did harm the German war effort in that 5 
million people spent weeks hunting for those who were ranging 
far and wide across Germany. Three got back to Britain, but in 
reprisal the Gestapo shot Bram Van der Stok’s brother in Holland 
and tortured his father to death. I remember shaking the hands 
of young friends as they left for the tunnel and seeing their ashes 
returned to us. Hitler ordered all 76 to be shot but Göring, who 
wanted none shot, persuaded him to limit it to 50. I also feel for our 
commandant. Our escape left him disgraced and impoverished. His 
family also suffered heavily with loss of homes and lives. He received 
rough treatment as a prisoner of the Allies, and was not allowed 
to see his destitute wife for two years. He had never handcuffed 
a prisoner but was handcuffed himself. Göring lost control of us 
to Himmler who gave the job to Gottlob Berger who, along with 
Eva Braun, failed to carry out Hitler’s harshest orders. I owe my 
life to them, but that is another story. 

During WWII, George Sweanor 
served in the United Kingdom 
with Bomber Command in No. 419 
Squadron, Royal Canadian Air 
Force. In 1942 he met and married 
Joan Saunders of Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire, but they had only a 
few weeks together as he was shot 
down on his 17th operation, spend-

ing 800 days as a POW. After 67 years they remain happily 
married and have five wonderful daughters. Staying in 
the RCAF after the war, Sweanor’s numerous assignments 
included three years (1946-49) with a USAF/RCAF crew 
flying B-29s all over northern Canada, including the Pole 
and Alaska, the Korean airlift from Dorval, Quebec, the 
DEW Line, and NORAD in Colorado Springs. After 
retirement he taught world history, US history, physical and 
political geography, international relations, and algebra 
in Colorado Springs. Since 1986 he has been the editor 
of the bimonthly newsletter for 971 RCAF Air Marshal 
Slemon Wing of the Air Force Association of Canada 
(www.971WingAFAC.com).

This tunneller at Stalag 
VIIIB was photographed 
by Kenneth Hyde with 
his contraband camera. 
Yet he compiled a 
remarkable array of 
photographs and each 
one was a personal 
victory. His photographs 
provided valuable 
documentation of life 
as a German prisoner 
of war.
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compiled by 

Les Peate

Veterans’ news & views

recognition and not only during Veterans 
Week. The Valentine’s Day project is an 
excellent reminder.

PRIVACY AND INFORMATION
I was shocked to read recently that the 
medical history of a Nova Scotia veteran 
had not only been compromised, but the 
e-file had received about a thousand views. 
MP Peter Stoffer, a champion of veterans, 
is demanding an enquiry and assurance that 
steps will be taken to avoid any recurrence. 
(For more information on this, please read 
Peter Stoffer’s commentary on page 14 of 
this issue.)

Not only are veterans victims of the 
internet, but a Veterans Review and Appeal 
Board member was subject to a smear 
campaign including extracts from his own 
medical records. Harold Leduc — some of 
whose associates conducted the campaign, 
reportedly alleging that he was too biased 
in favour of veteran applicants — received 
$4,000 in compensation from VRAB and 
other members.

Meanwhile, I have heard that VRAB de-
cisions are available on request. For privacy 
reasons, the individuals are identified only 
by initials. For more information, contact 
www.canlii.org

CONTINUING CONCERNS
Some veterans are unaware of ongoing 
discussions between Veterans Affairs 
Canada and a number of veterans groups. 
While many of these are national groups 
representing hundreds of thousands of 

F ebruary is marked by the passing of 
Valentine’s Day, and for another year 

the practice of sending cards to veterans 
has taken place. Canadians, especially 
schoolchildren, are encouraged to send 
greetings to veterans in hospitals and care 
facilities. They may be sent (or, better still, 
hand delivered) direct to the facility, or 
sent to the nearest Veterans Affairs office 
for distribution.

The project was initiated by columnist 
Ann Landers in 1989; today, veterans in 
about 2,000 facilities receive cards. Veterans 
Affairs Minister Steven Blaney delivered 
cards to veterans in the Sunnybrook Medi-
cal Centre in Toronto. I still have — and 
treasure — a Valentine from an anonymous 
eight-year-old that I received over 20 
years ago. As I mention every November 
11, our aging and ailing veterans deserve 

veterans, many others are working on behalf 
of their own members as well as veterans 
in general. The best of these share their 
findings and information with all veterans. 
I don’t wish to single these out— you know 
who you are!

Some of these convene regularly with 
VAC at stakeholders committee meetings 
and I would like to pass on some of the 
concerns of these groups. Perhaps the most 
important relates to the Veterans Charter. 
Fine words, but unless the provisions are 
implemented in the spirit as well as the 
wording, it is virtually meaningless. The 
recommendations of the Special Needs Ad-
visory Group should be followed. Veterans 
were promised that no cuts would be made 
to veteran services, VIP for widows and no 
reduction in survivor benefits for marriages 
after age 60.

The National Council of Veteran As-
sociations in Canada is concerned about the 
takeover of the Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 
Hospital by the Province of Quebec. 
Based on experience in other provinces, it 
is essential to ensure that veterans’ rights 
are protected. For example, as most of the 
patients are Anglophones the provincial 
language policy could prove a problem.

There are other concerns — the claw-
back of military pensions at age 65, reserve 
force benefits, the need to maintain the 
Pension Act conditions for older vets — 
that continue to arise and it pays to monitor 
them. Overall, our Veterans Affairs is doing 
a creditable job — there is obviously some 
dissatisfaction, but then nobody’s perfect!

e

FROM THE HEART

Columnist Ann Landers first asked her 
readers to send a card on Valentine’s 
Day to veterans back in 1989. Since 

then, thousands of veterans in Canada 
and the U.S. have received cards from 

children and adults alike. 
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COMING UP!
Last year I mentioned the Canadian 
International Military Tattoo. One of our 
readers was so impressed that she took the 
time to write thanking me for bringing it 
to her attention. 

The event will again take place on 23 
and 24 June 2012 in the Copp Coliseum 
in Hamilton, Ontario. This should be an-
other spectacular event — invitees include 
singer John McDermott and a New Zealand 
marching group. Veterans of all nationalities 
as well as serving members receive a 15 
per cent discount on tickets — cost is only 
$25.85. For tickets and information, call 
1-888-523-1753.

The International Day of United Na-
tions Peacekeeping is commemorated 
every year on May 29, as designated by the 
United Nations Assembly in New York City. 
Ron Griffis from Canadian Veterans of UN 
Peacekeeping (CAVUNP) has informed 
me that this special event will again be 
commemorated in Bass River, Nova Scotia, 
on May 27. Of special interest to Maritime 
Provinces veterans, the event will begin 
with a parade at 1030 hrs followed by a 
ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park at 
1100 hrs. The Stadacona Band of the Royal 
Canadian Navy will be performing at the 
ceremony. This is one of four ceremonies 
held worldwide in remembering UN peace-

keepers on this special day (one in New York 
City and the two others in Europe).

THINK ABOUT IT
The western world recently rejoiced at the 
overthrow of dictatorial regimes in Libya 
and Egypt. Little heed had been given to 
the possibility of their successors becoming 
“more of the same” or even worse. 

I was reminded of this when I realized 
that on this date (February 16th) in 1959 
the U.S. celebrated the overthrow of 
Cuba’s Fulgencio Batista and welcomed 
Fidel Castro as his successor. (This also 
reminds me of a comment made some 
years ago, at the time of many African 
“freedom” movements: If your side wins 
you’re a freedom fighter; if it loses you’re 
a terrorist.)

THE (FINAL) END OF AN ERA
Some time ago the last Canadian veteran 
of the First World War, Pte. John Babcock, 
passed away. It was reported as “the end 
of an era.” Shortly after, the last British 
combat veteran joined his comrades.

This too was the end of an era. Now, I 
think, we may finally bid farewell to our 
WWI vets with the passing of Florena Green 
at the age of 111 years and 11 months. Mrs. 
Green served with the Women’s Royal Air 
Force as a mess orderly.

Veterans Memorial Park was created in 2008 in Bass River, NS, as a “living memorial” to 
those who served and continue to serve in Canada’s Armed Forces. Three gardens have 
been created: Garden of Sorrows, designed as a WWI trench; Garden of Remembrance, 
which houses black granite monuments engraved with hundreds of names of Canadian 

soldiers; and the Garden of Hope, which features plants from around the world. 
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FOUR CHAPLAINS 
(I was seeking inspiration 
for my column when I came 
across this item in my files.)

In February 1943 the 
U.S. troopship Dorchester, 
while en route to Greenland, 
was torpedoed by a U-boat. 
The passengers — green 
troops and civilian workers 
— were panicky. Many of 
them rushed on deck with-
out a life jacket, there were 
insufficient lifeboats, and 
confusion reigned. Among 
the 900 or so men on board 
were four army chaplains: Lt 
George Fox, a Methodist; Lt 
Clark Poling of the Dutch 
Reformed Church; Lt John 
P. Washington, a Roman 
Catholic; and Lt Alexander 
D. Goode, a Rabbi.

As the ship went down 
the quartet moved among 
the troops, calming them and attempting 
to restore order. When they found that 
some of the troops had no life jackets, they 

handed over their own and were last seen, 
as the ship went down, linking arms at the 
rail and praying together.

Since then, a Chapel 
of the Four Chaplains has 
been dedicated in their 
honour, and Legion of 
Honor awards have been 
presented to individuals 
whose lives reflect “service 
to community, nation or 
humanity without regard 
to race, religion or creed, 
as dramatically exemplified 
by the Four Chaplains.” 
A number of these have 
been presented to dignitaries 
including several American 
presidents, foreign heads of 
state, and such luminaries 
as Bob Hope and Martha 
Raye. A number of recipients 
are nominated by veterans 
groups, and Canada’s own 
Cliff Chadderton and John 
McDermott are among 
them. (I was honoured to 
present John McDermott 
with his award on stage, and 

I allayed the fears of the audience by assur-
ing them that I was not there to sing!) 

Faith in the face of fear: This stained glass window, located in the Army 
War College Chapel, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, is dedicated to the 
four U.S. Army chaplains — Lt George Fox, a Methodist; Lt Clark Poling 

of the Dutch Reformed Church; Lt John P. Washington, a Roman Catholic; 
and Lt Alexander D. Goode, a Rabbi — who went down with the Dorchester 
in February 1943. In 1961, President Dwight D. Eisenhower posthumously 

awarded all four chaplains the Chaplains Medal for Heroism, the Distinguished 
Service Cross, and the Purple Heart medals. This is the only instance in which 

the Chaplains Medal for Heroism has been awarded. (u.s. army)
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R egimental Sergeant Major Ed Hansen, who joined 
the Canadian Army as a boy soldier in 1943 at age 14½, 
died on January 29, 2012, in Victoria, British Columbia. Ed 
Hansen’s first love was the Canadian Army; his second was 
his wife, Linda.

Ed’s career in civilian life was as distinguished as the 28 years he 
spent in the military and he is known widely throughout Canada, 
albeit mostly by veterans of his beloved Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry and their families.

Too young to serve overseas in the Second World War, he joined 
the regular army after that war ended and was serving with the 
PPCLI when its 1st Battalion became an airborne unit in 1948. 
Ed was proud to earn the coveted cherry beret of a parachutist. 
He was a 22-year-old sergeant and jump master when he went to 
Korea with the 1st Battalion of the PPCLI in the autumn of 1951.

He served for 14 months as the battalion’s signals sergeant. On 
one memorable three-man patrol he went along with a wireless set 
with Sergeant Rocky Prentice, the sniper sergeant who was trying 
out a new infrared night sight fitted to an American carbine. With 
them was Sergeant Sam Urquhart, also a sniper sergeant.

While Ed waited halfway up the forward slope of an enemy hill, 
Prentice and Urquhart moved forward. Just yards from enemy 
soldiers, Prentice told Urquhart to switch on the power pack to 
the infrared sight. The system emitted a loud static sound and 

threw colourful sparks. They raced back to Hansen and the three 
withdrew laughing loudly. The enemy soldiers were stunned and 
never fired on them. With Ed Hansen’s passing, now all three of 
them are gone.

Ed Hansen returned to Canada after 14 months of service in 
Korea, then went back to Korea a second time and served for an 
additional 15 months. 

He was in Korea last in 2008, as a delegate on the Veterans 
Affairs pilgrimage to Korea, which marked the 55th anniversary of 
the end of the Korean War.

During his career, he also served in the PPCLI contingent of 
the Canadian Airborne Regiment.

In 1976 he founded the PPCLI Warrant Officers and Senior 
NCOs Club, which operated out of his own home. He insisted 
that wives of the veterans be given membership, and at its zenith 
the club had 400 members. Attrition has taken it down to around 
200 and, with Ed gone, who knows if it will go on.

A fine soldier, he once told a reporter for the Victoria Times 
Colonist that, although he had retired from the Canadian Army, 
he did not feel like a civilian.

He was honoured with the Minister of Veterans Affairs Com-
mendation Award and he also received the coveted Caring Canadian 
Award from Canada’s Governor General.

It is a sad day for his family and many veteran comrades. 

Ed Hanson 

Sept. 20, 1931 ~ Jan. 29, 2012by Vince Courtenay

I have been fortunate enough to receive many fine 
newsletters and some of their contents find their way into 
my “Old Guard” column. One of them was the PPCLI 

WO and Sergeants Association’s newsletter “Picklee Post.” 
Sadly, the editor has just passed away. This is a tribute 
from another veteran and writer, Vince Courtenay.

~ Les Peate
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HITS & MISSES ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

in what even Defence Minister Peter MacKay now admits has been 
a “spotty” history.

What caused the latest momentary media storm was the CBC’s 
publishing of some exclusive photos of a badly damaged HMCS 
Corner Brook. To be fair, the navy did admit last June that Corner 
Brook had accidentally bounced off the ocean floor during a train-
ing exercise. The incident 
was downplayed as a minor 
mishap and, to keep a lid 
on things, the banged up 
sub was hoisted out of the 
water in the dead of night 
and a tarpaulin draped over 
the damaged bow.

In the photographs ob-
tained by the CBC, the tarp 
is lifted and a big gaping 
hole in the rusty hull of 
the Corner Brook is revealed. To the average layperson, the sight of a 
three-metre hole in a submarine is alarming.

Senator Colin Kenny, the former head of the Senate defence 
committee, had an even more dramatic reaction for the CBC: “I was 
gobsmacked. I had no idea that this level of damage had occurred.”

A Royal Canadian Navy spokesperson was quick to point out that 
the ragged gash in Corner Brook’s bow looks far worse than is actually 
the case. The hole is in the forward sonar dome and the collision did 

not damage the actual interior pressure hull of the sub, they say.
Point man for the navy’s public affairs team, Rear-Admiral Mark 

Norman, categorized the incident as a minor automobile accident 
with the family sedan. 

“When you’re looking at your damaged car in the intersection and 
you can drive it home, you don’t really know how badly damaged it 
is,” RAdm. Norman told the CBC. “It is similar to a fender-bender, 
yes. It just happens to be a very expensive piece of equipment.”

Admi t t ed l y,  RAdm. 
Norman’s analogy is a little 
weak as this particular ac-
cident occurred at a depth of 
45 metres below the surface, 
and the 60 submariners on 
board didn’t have much 
choice other than to drive 
their damaged vessel home.

However, on the contro-
versial cost of the subs there 
is no argument. Although 

Canada first began negotiations to obtain four used British Upholder-
class diesel-electric submarines in 1994, the purchase was not an-
nounced until 1998. Canadians were told at the time that this was a 
bargain too good to pass up as we were essentially getting four subs for 
the price of one. Sure, there would be some minor repair and overhaul 
costs associated with getting the four mothballed boats seaworthy, but 
the purchase price was a piddling $750 million. 

Unfortunately for all involved in the purchase, the moment Canadian 
sailors took possession and began kicking the tires, the tires fell off. 
Over the past 14 years, there have been a steady stream of reported 
setbacks in this ill-fated procurement program. The disclosures ranged 
from the embarrassingly comic — such as Britain’s failure to disclose 
a previous collision that had bent the hull of HMCS Victoria (they 
just hoped we wouldn’t notice) — to the fatally tragic October 2004 
fire at sea aboard HMCS Chicoutimi, which resulted in the death 
of Lieut. Chris Saunders and injuries to nine other crew members.

As a result of these unforeseen challenges and developments, the 
cost of the submarine fleet refit has cost more than $1 billion to date. 
Even with that massive expenditure, these “bargain” subs are presently 
all laid up in dry dock undergoing various repairs and overhauls that are 
estimated to cost taxpayers another $1.2 billion before we can actually 
expect them to be fully operational. That brings the dollar total up to 
about the $3 billion mark. 

This diagram shows the placement of the key systems of the Upholder submarines. 
The damage suffered by HMCS Corner Brook will have impacted on a few of these.
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ST: There have been a number of recent Trojan-horse attacks, where 
Afghan recruits have turned their guns on NATO trainers. Are 
our troops prepared for that threat? 
PD: Are Canadians alert to it? They are, and they are very vigilant. 
The trainers carry live ammo because they’re soldiers. And they 
demonstrate this by the way they carry themselves and by the way 
they carry a loaded rifle. They demonstrate a level of skill and 
professionalism that we want the ANA guys to have. It’s all part 
and parcel of the mission. 

ST: You are now halfway into your term as Army Commander. 
Have your priorities changed in that time frame? 
PD: Winter warfare has a higher priority than it did because we’re 
able to do it. It’s exciting now [but] it’ll be less exciting in a few 
years time. There is amphibious stuff happening. At Camp Lejeune 
(in North Carolina) we are conducting an exercise called BOLD 
ALLIGATOR. This is a U.S. Marines-led multi-national exercise. 
It is the biggest one in 10 years, and I would submit that it’s pretty 
exciting if you’re a soldier in that company group to be training 
alongside other nations, to be a part of an amphibious landing 
and to be training in Camp Lejeune. I think those types of things 
are important. 

We’ve had platoons go off and do things with allies in Europe 
and we’ve been welcoming of our allies to come train alongside us. 

I think there’s also a focus on North America, South America, 
Caribbean … I think the Spanish language training is something 
we need to pay more attention to. Canada has great similarities 
with a country like Brazil – the Amazon – and Canada – the Arctic. 
Spanish Portuguese jungle warfare ... riverine operations, etc. 

ST: All this training costs a lot of money and there is a lot of talk 
about massive budget cuts coming. How will you keep that training 
level a priority? 
PD: This is why we have set out aggressively to be able to initiate 
that level of awareness and excitement. And I take your point, you 
are correct. There will be less flexibility to do that moving forward. 

There are some tough calls to be made. What’s important for 
us right now is that Level 5 live-fire (training exercises) without 
a combat mission is institutionalized inside the CF. When I go 
downtown to National Defence Headquarters and talk to guys 
about our training needs and hear them talk about Level 5 live fire 
as a baseline for us, that’s pretty rewarding for us. 

Company combat teams conducting live training is part of the 
readiness cycle, which we’ve extended from six to eight months. 
These are good things. 

ST: What can you tell me about the ongoing major land forces 
procurement projects? 
PD: Those are government decisions. The Family of Land Combat 
Systems — Light Armoured Vehicle III upgrade (LavUp), TAPV 
(Tactical Armour Patrol Vehicle), CCV (Close Combat Vehicle). 
They are a system of vehicles and if you take one of those vehicles 
out … then the system is significantly weaker than it was when 
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it was a family. The numbers are modest, but the capability is 
important. It’s vital for Canada, moving forward, to be able to 
have the capability to operate in a hi-tech environment, to have 
the means to participate in international operations and also to 
be able to work domestically. This is part of the command and 
control capability, optics capability and the mobility means that 
these vehicles will provide. 

I fight quite fiercely to keep them on the books. TAPV and CCV 
testing have been completed in Aberdeen [Proving Grounds in 
Maryland]. I’m hopeful, for TAPV, that there will be a June time 
frame of announcing the vehicle selected. The CCV program is 
probably a little bit behind that. But, family! Take away one of 
those and the family is weaker.

ST: But what if the Children’s Aid Society tells you that you can 
only keep two of your three children. You would have to make a 
tough decision. It would be beyond your control. 
PD: I’m hoping, Scott, that I have a say in our army’s equipment 
needs for tomorrow. It’s a government decision, correctamundo? 
Hopefully [the government] is seeking the advice of the army and 
the CF moving forward. 

ST: We always end these interviews with a little personal question: 
You’ve been married to your wife Judy for forever, so how are you 
planning to spend this Valentine’s Day with her? 
PD: (Laughs – has to think about it) I figured you’d ask me a tough 
one. Well, here’s what’s neat. We will be dining with the Australian 
chief of the army, here, in Ottawa. He and his wife are visiting 
[and] it’s the time frame they’ve identified. So my wife and I will 
be sharing dinner with the Australians. 

ST: A work-related romantic dinner?
PD: Yep, a work-related romantic dinner in the National Capital.  

ST: I’d suggest that you get a gift as well…  
PD: Roger that. 

Army Commander Lt.-Gen. Peter Devlin and Army Regimental Sergeant 
Major CWO Giovanni Moretti met with Chief of Army Australia Lieutenant 
General Dave Morrison and Regimental Sergeant-Major of the Army 
Australia Warrant Officer David Ashley in February 2012 to discuss 
common elements between the two land forces. (dnd)



 march 2012  esprit de corps  45

LAND WARFARE ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

to happen at this point.
In the summer of 2011 the army started to lay the groundwork 

for another ambitious purchase of new trucks, even though it had 
yet to acquire the SMP. This newest proposed acquisition, called 
the Logistics Vehicle Modernization (LVM) project, came as a 
surprise, say industry sources.

The LVM is supposed to replace 4,000 various light and heavy 
vehicles in a project estimated to cost around $1 billion. Col. 
Nixon, the director of land requirements, had briefly mentioned 
the project during an industry meeting last year, but the scope of 
the acquisition was unclear, sources said.

The LVM project will deal with finding a replacement for two 
existing fleets: the 1,200 Heavy Logistic Vehicle Wheeled (HLVW) 
trucks and the 2,800 Logistic Support Vehicle Wheeled (LSVW) 
trucks. The project will also see the purchase of heavy engineer 
support vehicles, containers, trailers and other support equipment. 
Also included would be a 20-year in-service support agreement 
for the vehicles.

According to Public Works, a contract for the LVM project will 
be awarded by the summer of 2014. First delivery of trucks would 
be scheduled for the summer of 2015, with final deliveries by spring 
2019. But industry sources say that schedule is highly optimistic 
and they question whether the funding will ever materialize for 
the project. 

Coyote reconnaissance vehicles provided an enhanced surveillance 
capability to troops garrisoned at Forward Operating Base Robinson 
in the desert west of Kandahar in 2006. The eight-wheeled lightly 
armoured fighting vehicle, in service with the CF since 1996, sports a 
suite of electronic surveillance equipment including radar, video, and 
infrared surveillance night vision devices. The mast-mounted radar of 
the Coyote’s surveillance system can “see” up to 24 kilometres away. 
However, plans for the replacement of the suite of electro-optical sensors 
and radars currently in use on the Coyote has been delayed. Compared 
to the later LAV-III family of vehicles, the Coyote is physically smaller, 
uses smaller wheels and tires, has a “sharp” rather than “rounded” nose 
profile, and has a smaller, oval driver’s hatch. Like the LAV-III, the Coyote 
can be fitted with additional ceramic bolt-on armour panels for increased 
protection. The Coyote and RG-31 Nyala are to be replaced by the TAPV, 
once the contract is awarded later in 2012. (sgt dennis power, dnd)
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ammo to the insurgents amounted to a collective reduction in the 
Afghan recruits’ pay package, as they had come to rely upon their 
ammo sales as part of their income. Therefore, the issuing of new 
C7s caused a near mutinous backlash within the kandaks.

From the outset, NATO’s stated objective for the establish-
ment of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in 
2002 was that priority must be given to creating an independent, 
self-sufficient Afghan security force. To that end, the international 
community has been expending nearly $7 billion annually in an 
effort to equip, train and establish a joint police and army standing 
force of approximately 400,000 members. 

Now, as the clock ticks steadily towards the announced U.S. 
troop pullout in 2014, suddenly the questions beg: Who will keep 
paying for this massive force? And for how long?

Canada has committed over 900 personnel to the Afghan 
training mission through 2014, but even our army commander, 
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Lt. Gen. Peter Devlin, has publicly expressed doubts about the 
international community’s willingness to continue the current 
funding levels beyond that pullout date.

Heading into last weekend’s NATO summit, U.S. Secretary 
of Defense Leon Panetta announced that, in view of the financial 
crisis in Europe, plans need to be made to downsize future Afghan 
security forces. In other words, we are going to continue recruiting, 
arming and half-training a demoralized cadre of some 400,000 
Afghans for two more years, then cut their funding, lay them off 
and withdraw our NATO combat forces at the same time?

No wonder the morale of those Taliban prisoners is so high. 
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Answers to the trivia questions on page 31: 1) General G.C. Kennedy.  2) The Irish Regiment of Canada. The First 
Battalion was disbanded in 1965 in Toronto, but the Second was re-established in Sudbury, Ontario. The unit served 
with distinction in the Italian campaign.  3) Ages 18-60. However, those over 40 would only be called out if quotas 
couldn’t be reached otherwise.  4) Flogging.  5) Nunneries and convents.  6) Sherlock Holmes’s associate Doctor 
Watson.  7) Sword, Juno, Gold, Omaha, Utah.  8) Platoons had the two-inch hand-held mortar; battalions used the 
three-inch. These were replaced in Korea by the U.S. 60mm and 81mm, respectively.  9) From a French base, to within 
12 miles offshore.  10) The Messerschmitt bf 109 — some 35,000 aircraft were produced. The Allied aircraft with the 
largest number (by type) produced was the Consolidated Liberator.

WALK THE TALK
The establishment of an AR Board of Officers would have a 
positive impact on the Canadian Forces as it would be seen as 
applying the fundamental concepts of ethics, such as fairness, 
justice, and equity to people who have served honourably but, 
for one reason or another, are no longer providing a level of 
fitness in terms of performance or conduct, or both, up to the 
required standards. Having such a board drawn from the CF 
establishment they would ensure that members have a deep 
knowledge of military ethos, established traditions and customs 
that define the Forces. Furthermore, this would be coherent with 
established procedural fairness doctrines; the same doctrines 
that the Military Administrative Law Manual describes as a 
cornerstone to the AR procedure. 

Members of the Canadian Forces are required to maintain a high level 
of physical fitness and one could face a career administrative review 
(AR) if they are ever deemed “unfit” for service. (mcpl frank hudec, dnd)

Members of Malalai Company, the all-female Afghan National 
Army unit, march into the main courtyard of the Kabul Military 

Training Centre during their Officer Candidate Course graduation 
ceremony, bringing the total of number of women in the ANA  

to 348, as of November 2011. (mcpl. chris ward, dnd)

Warrant Officer Tim 
MacCormac of the Canadian 

Contribution Training 
Mission - Afghanistan 

demonstrates how to place 
a charge to dispose of an 

unexploded ordnance during 
a class with Afghan National 

Army (ANA) soldiers.  
(mcpl. rory wilson, dnd)
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