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II noted with interest that in the latest 
crop of Order of Canada recipients was 
none other than Lieutenant-General 
Charles Bouchard. All those who have 
had the honour to serve with Bouchard 
acknowledge that he was a capable 
helicopter pilot and competent com-
mander. Nonetheless, the sheer rapidity 
of his nomination and selection gives his 
honour the whiff of a propaganda ploy. 

Bouchard is the relatively unknown 
senior officer who shot to international 
prominence as the commander of the 
NATO forces in last year’s Libyan 
campaign. For ten months, Bouchard 
led the allied airstrikes from his com-
mand post console in Italy against the 
Gadhafi loyalists, without suffering a 
single casualty. Following the capture 
and murder of ousted Libyan President 
Moammar Gadhafi on October 20th by 
rebel forces, Bouchard was hailed at 
home and abroad for his tactical genius.

One could argue that when techno-
logical superiority enjoyed by the most 
powerful air armada in the world is pitted 
against a tiny third-world nation which 
lacked even a rudimentary air raid siren 
system, a monkey pounding a target 
map with his paw would have eventually 
prevailed. But I digress. 

As part of Canada’s attempt to pro-
mote our intervention in the Libyan civil 
war as a victory for peace and democracy, 
the Conservative government staged 
elaborate Victory in Libya (VL-Day) 
celebrations on November 24 last year. 

In the midst of the marching bands 

ON TARGET?

and air force flypast, a grateful Parliament 
acknowledged that Bouchard had been 
fast-tracked to receive the Meritorious 
Service Cross from the Governor General 
of Canada for his role in bringing down 
the Libyan tyrant. Now, just one month 
later, he was named to the Order of 
Canada for the same feat. 

To provide just a little context, it must 
be noted that included in the same list 
of recipients for the Order of Canada 
was former chief of defence staff retired 
General Rick Hillier. Without a doubt, 
Hillier is Canada’s most prominent 
military figure since the Second World 
War. A charismatic, tough-talking New-
foundlander, Hillier first won the hearts 
of the Canadian Forces personnel, and 
then went on to charm the nation. 

From February 2005 until July 2008, 
Hillier was the face of Canada’s contro-
versial war in Afghanistan. During that 
tenure, he generated his own political 
gravity in Ottawa. He emerged as one 
of the very few individuals who dared 
to publicly stand up to Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. The rank and file adored 
Hillier and awarded him the nickname 
“The Big Cod” (Newfoundland folklore 
for the catch of a lifetime) because he 
made them proud to be soldiers again, 
not peacekeepers.

Following his retirement from the 
Forces, Hillier penned two bestselling 
books on leadership and continues to 
criss-cross the country on speaking tours. 
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T he Liberals had better remember that 
they too live in glass houses.

During the 2002 Salt Lake Winter Olympics 
John Manley and Sheila Copps abused the 
DND aircraft system far more than did Peter 
MacKay with CF helicopters. John and Sheila 
each used a separate Challenger jet to fly 
themselves, their cabinet pals and depart-
ment insiders to Salt Lake City and back.

According to published reports, they stayed 
in $3,600-a-night hotel suites, the two of them 
together bought with public funds $140,000 
worth of trinkets and souvenirs to be distrib-
uted to “faithful Liberal party members.” The 
overall cost of that “joint trip” to the taxpayers 
was a reported $902,000.

Chretien abused his “free use” of Chal-
lenger jets more than any prime minister in 
history. He flew to Kelowna several times 
each year to golf and ski with his pal Liberal 
Senator Ross Fitzpatrick. Each two-way flight 
by the Challenger cost the taxpayer $30,000. 
While Chretien was in Kelowna he would 
bring RCMP members from across BC to 

do the security at double and triple time plus 
their expenses.

The cost for the aircraft and aircrew 
expenses would have been paid by DND, 
regardless of which cabinet member used the 
aircraft. DND aircraft operate at the preroga-
tive of the government. 

The time has long passed where Peter 
should simply say, I wanted to see first-hand 
what a rescue looked like and thought being 
hoisted up to the aircraft on a cable rescue 
winch would be an interesting experience. 
The case can be made that Peter killed two 
birds with one stone: Case closed.

Thanks to MND Peter MacKay, Generals 
Hillier and Natynczyk, the Canadian Forces’ 
morale has never been so high; going back 
to the ‘dark days’ when Trudeau’s disastrous 
unification in 1968 literally destroyed the CF 
and the RCMP.

Considering the damage to the national 
fabric the Liberals caused during their time 
in office, Peter does not have to apologize 
to anybody.

Ernie Slump
Penticton, BC 

APATHETIC VOTERS
After reading Scott Taylor’s editorial on 
Defence Minister Peter MacKay’s jaunt on 
the SAR helicopter (Volume 18 Issue 12), 
I now understand why over 40 per cent of 
Canadians don’t vote. And I wonder who 
programmed the two search-and-rescue 
members to justify the trips?

Michael Hachett
Quebec

IT’S NOT YOUR EYES!
Recently I received my copy of your fine 

magazine (Volume 18 Issue 12, January 
2012), which I look forward to with great 
anticipation. As usual the first page I turned 
to was the “Departments” section on page 
4 to decide on which article I would read 
first and, to my delight, Between the Covers 
promised an excerpt from Murray Brewster’s 
book The Savage War. To my dismay and 
disappointment, when I turned to page 31 it 
was an advertisement for DEW Engineering. 
Careful searching of the magazine failed to 
turn up the excerpt so I can only assume it 
was left out of my copy. 

Thank you very much for a wonderful 
magazine.

Roy Track

Editor’s note: You indeed have a keen eye 
Roy! The excerpt from Murray Brewster’s 
book ran in the previous edition (December 
2011 issue). But thanks to the computer 
gremlins, it reappeared in last month’s table 
of contents! Our apologies for any disap-
pointment.

SELF-RIGHTEOUS ARMCHAIR WARRIORS 
BRING SUFFERING NOT BETTERMENT
Thanks for your putting into layman’s terms 
the ‘victory’ in Libya. I fully understand your 
frustration with this peacock-strutting bunch of 

JUST BECAUSE EVERYBODY DOES IT 
DOESN’T MEAN IT’S RIGHT

The CC-144 Challenger, DND’s twin-engine, 
long-range executive jet, offers rapid air 
transportation to Canadian high-ranking 

government officials and foreign dignitaries 
with VIP air transportation worldwide. These 

jets have been used by many MPs for various 
types of travel. (bruce way, d air pa)

In post-Gadhafi Libya, many of the rebel fighters 
are refusing to disarm, threatening a full-out 

civil war between various factions.
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parliamentarians that have made such a mess 
out of lives in Libya and are now already well 
into fully messing up yet another country or 
two. Innocent people continue to be rounded 
up, brought to Misrata or other makeshift 
prisons across the country, beaten, tortured 
and later found dead in hospitals or not at all, 
just gone! That is not to speak of the misery, 
loss of life and trauma the endless bombing 
brought! ...

My daughter, her husband and two young 
daughters were trapped in Tripoli  ... It is 
both a joy and a relief to have them safely 
home, though we still have one family there 
in unpredictable circumstances, as they are 
for much of the population there.

The world needs brave people, especially 
now. So many have lost the courage to speak 
out about anything of a serious nature. So 
much for “our democracy,” while our country 
and our neighbours across the border send 
our people marching around the world and 
hovering over the lands of innocent people’s 
homes and communities smashing them to 
smithereens. Our democracy has become a 
pathetic exercise in futility for ordinary people. 

How dare this government speak of the lack 
of institutions when they have destroyed them 
in another country that did not have people 
without money, food, homes, cars, educa-
tion, health all provided either free or next 
to nothing. In addition, they provided safe, 
secure communities, where people could go 
out with their families and congregate in huge 
numbers for many very ordinary occasions as 
family came first. Not so now! 

Democracy? ... These ignorant rednecks 

are incapable of providing any amelioration 
in any circumstances elsewhere while they 
are greedily grabbing up resources, assets, 
and strategic positions to leap-frog from one 
place to another. In the process they are 
destroying infrastructure that will take gen-
erations to replace, destroying families and 
neighbourhoods in the process, vilifying good, 
decent people in an attempt to sanction their 
own evil deeds. ...

Some of those fellows should be dropped 
off into the desert countries they are blow-
ing up and see how clean and precise their 
bombing campaigns are. Live it, see it and see 
how the tune will change! They should hover 
awhile on the ground in their target areas 
and see how long they last. Stuffed-up, self-
righteous armchair warriors who know nothing 
will bring more suffering not only to others 
around the world but eventually to ourselves.

Alexandra Jardine
Berwick, NS

CANADIAN CASUALTY AT LITTLE 
BIGHORN 
The grave of Lt. William Winer Cooke, regi-
mental adjutant to Lt. Col. George Armstrong 
Custer, who was killed at the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn, known to the Sioux and Cheyenne 
as the Battle of the Greasy Grass, on the 25th 
of June, 1876 is located in Hamilton, Ont. 

During the American Civil War he rose 
to the rank of colonel in the U.S. 7th Cavalry 
Regiment. After the war he remained in the 
U.S. Army but was reduced in rank with 
peacetime reductions to lieutenant. Born in 
Brantford, Ontario, Cooke was raised by an 
uncle in Hamilton, Ont. Originally interred on 
the battlefield, his body was returned to the 
family after its recovery from the Little Bighorn 
National Cemetery; he is now buried across 
from Dundurn Castle in Hamilton. 

Michael Hurley
Brantford, Ont.

Janie Kataquapit on the AVIVA 
website: “The community of 
Attawapiskat is living in an 

impoverished conditions, with many 
homeless. These people are living in 

tent frames because their homes were 
destroyed by sewage.”  

(photo courtesy www.hub.witness.org)
Lt. William Cooke now rests in a 

Hamilton cemetery. (michael hurley)
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by David Pugliese

A fter years of waiting, the launch of what has been 
called the largest shipbuilding initiative in Canada 
since the Second World War is now underway.

Irving Shipbuilding’s Halifax yards and Seaspan 
Marine, with yards in Vancouver and Victoria, were selected on 
October 19 as the winners of the federal government’s National 
Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy (NSPS). That umbrella agree-
ment has set in motion what will eventually be the construction 
of 28 major vessels. In total, NSPS projects are estimated to cost 
more than $30 billion over the next 20 to 30 years.

Under the strategy, Irving Shipbuilding will construct 21 combat 
vessels while Seaspan will build the non-combat vessel work package 
of seven vessels in total. Those seven include ships for both the 
Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) and Canadian Coast Guard. 

The construction of 116 smaller federal government and RCN 
vessels will be set aside for competitive procurement among the 
other Canadian shipyards that were not selected under NSPS. Those 
contracts are expected to be worth around $2 billion.

Regular maintenance and repair for the various fleets, valued at 
$500 million annually, will be open to all shipyards through normal 
procurement processes.

For the two companies, the NSPS is a financial bonanza, ensuring 
decades of work. In addition, much of the work goes well beyond 
ship construction, with various defence firms now lining up to 
provide everything from command and control systems to power 
plants to the missiles that some of the new vessels will carry.

For the Canadian Coast Guard, and in particular the Royal 
Canadian Navy, the strategy sets the stage for the critical replace-
ment of much of their existing fleets.

Vice-Admiral Paul Maddison, the RCN’s commander, says the 
NSPS will set the stage for the service’s future maritime force. He 
has called the shipbuilding program an “unprecedented peacetime 
recapitalization effort.”

The RCN forges 
ahead with NSPS  

Ships 
ahoy!
Ships 
ahoy!

by David Pugliese

The RCN forges 
ahead with NSPS  

On October 19, 2011 the Harper government announced that Irving 
Shipbuilding and Seaspan were the big winners of the National 
Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy (NSPS), which set out a plan to build 
over 140 federal vessels for use by the RCN and CCG. Above, Chief 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Daniel Rowe (left) and LCdr Craig Skjerpen (right) 
watch as waves break across the forecastle of HMCS Iroquois, an area 
air defence destroyer. Canada’s three destroyers and 12 frigates will 
eventually be replaced by the common-hulled design of the Canadian 
Surface Combatant ship. (mcpl charles barber, snmc1, dnd)
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The importance of that recapitalization is not lost on the 
country’s top general. Of all the ongoing military procurements, it 
was the construction of ships that Chief of the Defence Staff Gen. 
Walter Natynczyk labelled as an imperative.

“We’ve got to get the strategy completed and actually start 
cutting steel,” he told Esprit de Corps in an interview published in 
the December 2011 issue.

The road to cutting steel is now underway. Here is how it will 
look:

ARCTIC/OFFSHORE PATROL SHIPS
The Arctic/Offshore Patrol Ship (AOPS) project will be the first 
to produce vessels under the NSPS.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper originally announced the 
government’s plan to purchase the AOPS in the spring of 2007. 
He acknowledged at the time it was much different than the 
Conservative’s original election promise to build armed icebreakers.

But he noted the AOPS would be able to handle sovereignty 
operations in the North and while the ships will be used at least 
half of the time to patrol the east and west coasts; the emphasis on 
this project, at least for the government, is the focus on the Arctic. 

“Canada has a choice when it comes to defending our sover-

eignty over the Arctic,” Harper said during his announcement of 
the project. “We either use it or lose it. And make no mistake, this 
government intends to use it.”

The new ships will be based in Halifax, N.S., and Esquimalt, 
B.C. New infrastructure will be built at those two locations to 
handle the vessels, and the project will also see the establishment 
of a docking and refuelling facility in Nanisivik, Nunavut.

The AOPS will cost $3.1 billion, according to government 
officials. Another $4.3 billion will be spent for operations and 
maintenance over their 25-year lifespan. A contract was supposed 
to be awarded in May 2009 for the AOPS project, which would 
have seen the first delivery of ships in 2013. However, that schedule 
was put on hold pending the outcome of the NSPS.

While that contract award was on hold, navy officers continued 
on with much of the background work on AOPS, with firms work-
ing on the engineering and design aspects of the vessels. In 2008 
an engineering support contract for AOPS was awarded to BMT 
Fleet Technology. They were supported by a number of companies 
including British defence giant, BAE.

AOPS project manger Cmdr. Dave Soule expects a contract in 
place with Irving sometime in the summer of 2012. Six to eight 
ships will be built but the final number won’t be determined until 
negotiations can be completed, he added.

The Arctic/Offshore Patrol Ships will have a range of at least 
6,800 nautical miles and a speed of at least 17 knots. There will 
be accommodation for 85 — a 45-member crew and 40 mission 
personnel. The ships will have ice capability and be equipped with 
a 25mm gun. 

The first ship is expected to be delivered in 2015, carrying out 
its initial Arctic patrol the following year, Soule said. The last of 
the ships would be delivered in 2021.

The RCN envisions the first AOPS to operate in the Arctic for a 
four-month period, initially at least. But by 2030 the navy expects 
the vessels to deploy for up to six months at a time in the North. 
“Duration of ops and locale will depend on extent and type of ice,” 
noted a briefing paper produced by the AOPS office.

CANADIAN SURFACE COMBATANT
The main project for both Irving and the RCN, however, is the 
construction of the Canadian Surface Combatant (CSC). The 15 
CSCs will replace Canada’s three Iroquois-class destroyers and 12 

An artist’s rendition of the Arctic/Offshore Patrol Ship (AOPS). First in line 
to be built under the newly signed National Shipbuilding Procurement 
Strategy are the six to eight AOPS vessels, which will conduct armed 
sea-borne surveillance in Canada’s waters, including in the Arctic. They 
will enhance the government’s ability to assert Canadian sovereignty and 
provide surveillance and support to other government departments. (dnd)

HMCS Goose Bay moored at the future site of the Nanisivik Naval Facility 
during Operation NANOOK, in August 2010. The community of Nanisivik 
was built to support the Nanisivik lead-zinc mine on Baffin Island. The 
mine was serviced by a jetty for receiving ocean freight, later used by the 
Canadian Coast Guard for training, and the Nanisivik Airport, which was 
capable of receiving jet aircraft and closed in 2011. While no ships will 
be stationed at the new facility, the deep-water refuelling and resupply 
station will serve the Arctic Offshore Patrol Ship, once built, and other 
government ships during the navigable season, July to October. The 
site was chosen because of its proximity to the eastern entrance to the 
Northwest Passage. (photo by goosepolish)
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Halifax-class frigates. While the ships will be based on a common 
hull design, the frigate and destroyer variants will be equipped 
with different weapons, communications, surveillance and other 
systems, according to navy officers.

CSC will follow AOPS at the same yard in a project that 
represents over 50 per cent of the value of NSPS, according to a 
Department of National Defence presentation made to industry 
representatives in June 2011.

A definition contract award is expected sometime in 2012 with 
the actual implementation contract to be awarded in 2015. Delivery 
of the first ship would be in 2021 with the final ship delivered in 
2035, according to that briefing.

The first group of Canadian Surface Combatant ships are 
expected to be outfitted with air defence and command and control 
capabilities, allowing them to replace the aging Iroquois-class ships. 
Later groups of surface combatants will replace the Halifax-class 
frigates.

Commodore Daniel Sing, director general of maritime force 
development, told industry representatives that the concept of 
employment for the ships would involve both open ocean and 
the littorals. Open ocean capabilities would involve dealing with 
supersonic anti-ship missiles, stealthy submarines and anti-ship 
ballistic missiles, his presentation noted.

Littoral operations would include operations against shore-based 
threats, asymmetric threats, and shallow water anti-submarine 
warfare capabilities.

The RCN hopes to follow a process similar to the U.S. Littoral 
Combat Ship, which employs various mission modules and a 
modular design.

Defence analyst Eric Lerhe, a former RCN commodore, said a 
single surface combatant with a common hull will help reduce costs 
associated with spare parts, maintenance, and training.

Building the ships over such a lengthy period also allows for 
new technology to be installed in ships of the class that are to be 
produced later. “For the first batch of ships, you can go low-risk, 
basic current technology,” said Lerhe. “The next batch might 
bring in electrical propulsion, the next batch rail guns if they are 
developed by then.”

RCN spokesman, Navy Lt. Brian Owens, has noted that the 
service has already conducted an options analysis on the surface 
combatant project. It also conducted a market survey of the warship 
designs currently available for the surface combatant program.

In January 2011, Canada and Britain looked at the feasibility 
of a collaborative program between the CSC and the United 
Kingdom’s Type 26 Global Combat Ship. But the RCN eventually 
concluded that Canada’s specific needs would make it too difficult 
and expensive for both nations to collaborate. 

But according to DND records obtained under the Access to 
Information law, Defence Minister Peter MacKay was told that 
the two navies would continue to share information and to “seek 
opportunities to share expertise where mutually beneficial.”

COAST GUARD/GOVERNMENT SHIPS/
ICEBREAKERS
Seaspan, the company designated to build the non-combat ships, 
will focus at first on the construction of an offshore oceanographic 
science vessel, according to the government’s strategy. That ship 
will replace the Canadian Coast Guard’s largest science vessel, 
CCGS Hudson. 

The government expects the new ship in service by 2014. Three 
offshore fisheries science vessels will also be built for the Canadian 
Coast Guard (CCG) with the first of those ships in service by 2015.

Another major project for Seaspan will be the construction of a 
polar icebreaker for the Coast Guard. That ship will be 120 to 140 
metres in length and will carry a complement of 100 personnel and 
accommodation for 25 additional people. The polar icebreaker will 

An artist’s rendering released by BAE Systems of the expected form of 
the Global Combat Ship, a United Kingdom programme to replace the 
Royal Navy’s Type 22 and Type 23 frigates through the Future Surface 
Combatant program. Although Canada and Britain looked at the feasibility 
of a collaborative program between the CSC and the United Kingdom’s 
Type 26 Global Combat Ship, the RCN eventually concluded that 
Canada’s specific needs would make it too difficult and expensive for both 
nations to collaborate. (bae systems)

The Littoral Combat Ship is an entirely new breed of U.S. Navy warship. 
As a fast, agile, and networked surface combatant, this ship’s modular, 
focused-mission design will provide combatant commanders with the 
required warfighting capabilities and operational flexibility needed to 
ensure maritime dominance and access for the joint force. The U.S. 
Navy awarded the 10-ship contract to Lockheed Martin, with an expected 
project construction cost of $3.6 billion. The RCN is hoping to base its 
CSC ship on this modular model, as a common hull for both open ocean 
and littoral operations will help reduce costs associated with spare parts, 
maintenance, and training. (lockheed martin)
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SHIPBUILDING ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 45

also be outfitted to accommodate two helicopters when required.
The Coast Guard’s heavy icebreaker, CCGS Louis S. St-Laurent is 

scheduled to be decommissioned in 2017. The CCG is hoping that 
a contract would be award to Seaspan in 2013, with construction 
starting that year. Delivery and sea trials of the new icebreaker 
would take place in 2017, with final acceptance also happening 
that year, according to the project’s milestones.

The new ship is expected to have a life of around 40 years.

JOINT SUPPORT SHIP
For the RCN, Seaspan will also build a new fleet of supply ships. 
Two of these Joint Support Ships will be constructed and there has 
been talk about an option for one additional vessel if the budget 
allows for that.

The procurement process for the JSS has been a long one. The 
project was started in the late 1990s and delivery milestones for a 
finished ship came and went as little work was done on the program. 

The JSS project was later restarted, where it joined then chief of 
defence staff Gen. Rick Hillier’s “Big Honkin’ Ship” program as 
the key navy procurement project. Hillier’s dream of an amphibious 
warship went nowhere because of budget issues and the JSS was 
derailed in August 2008 after the Canadian government determined 
that various bids from shipyards did not meet the requirements 
of the new fleet.

But now, with the NSPS in place, the construction plans are 
back in action.

The first Joint Support Ship is to be delivered in 2017, according 
to Commodore Sing. The RCN is considering the Cantabria-class 
design from Navantia and the Berlin-class from ThyssenKrupp 
Marine Systems. In addition it is also looking at a new design 
provided by BMT Fleet Technologies.

Design selection will take place sometime in 2012. Effective 
project approval will happen in 2013 with the first ship being 
delivered four years later. Full operating capability will be in 2019, 
according to Sing.

One of the criteria for any candidate ship design is that it be 
double-hulled to meet environmental regulations. The overall 
length of the vessels would also not exceed 200 meters so that 
existing jetty infrastructure at both Canadian Forces Bases Halifax 
and Esquimalt can be used.

The JSS are considered essential for the RCN since they will be 
used to supply a maritime task group at sea with fuel, ammunition 
and food. The service currently operates two vessels, HMCS 
Protecteur and HMCS Preserver to do those roles, but those vessels 
are more than 40 years old.

Besides supplying a maritime task group, the RCN requires the 
JSS to be capable of providing helicopter support. The ships would 
have a limited ability to operate in Arctic areas in summer months.

The JSS project has had various price tags, with the latest being 
around $2.6 billion for the acquisition of the ships. 

The project was originally to have procured three vessels that, 
besides their naval tasks, could also have provided support to the 
Canadian Army and special forces, carrying troops, vehicles, am-
munition and a hospital. In addition, the ships were to have been 
capable of acting as command centres for ground forces sent ashore.

But Ian Mack, the Defence Department’s director general of 
major project delivery for land and sea, has acknowledged the 
project has since been scaled back in those areas.

The abilities of carrying equipment and vehicles for ground 
forces, as well as providing command, control and communications 

In November 1969 the scientific ship CCGS Hudson set out from 
Halifax on a record-breaking 11-month-long scientific cruise. The ship 
circumnavigated the Americas, by sailing south in the Atlantic, around 
Cape Horn, north in the Pacific to the Bering Sea and through the 
Northwest Passage, back to Halifax. Along the way scientists carried 
out numerous studies, recorded reams of data and did pioneering work 
in many fields. The 50-year-old Hudson is set to be replaced in 2014 by 
a new offshore oceanographic science vessel. Three offshore fisheries 
vessels are also to be built by Seaspan, with the first of those ships to 
enter service in 2015. 

(From the left) Doffing their caps, Rear Admiral Tyrone Pile, CDS General 
Walt Natynczyk, and Vice Admiral Drew Robertson joined family members 
of the crew in welcoming home HMCS Protecteur as she passed Duntze 
Head on her way into Esquimalt Harbour in October 2008 after six months 
at sea on Operation ALTAIR in the Middle East. The first of our two 
43-year-old Protecteur-class auxiliary oiler replenishment ships is set to 
be replaced in 2017, with the second entering service two years later. (ed 
dixon, cfb esquimalt imaging services)
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COMMENTARY ... CONT’D ON PAGE 46

Other defence policy advocacy groups, 
like the Rideau Institute, receive no gov-
ernment funding at all, and are not even 
registered charities (the Rideau Institute is 
a federally registered non-profit organiza-
tion). With 51 member groups, surely the 
CDA’s members can contribute enough to 
cover its loss of military funding.

The ties to the military and even this 
Conservative government run deep. Up 
until the 1990s, the organization was 

given office space and logistical support 
by the National Defence Headquarters in 
Ottawa. Their spokespeople are provided 
with high-level briefings from the chief 
of defence staff and other top officials. 
The CDA’s former senior analyst, Col. 
(retired) Howie Marsh, has since joined 
the Harper government as an adviser, and 
the organization has provided the forum 
for major political policy announcements.

Under the current agreement, the CDA 
is required to produce a minimum of 15 
op-ed publications and 29 media references 
in order to justify DND’s subsidy. The 
Canadian Forces Administrative Order 
governing the relationship requires the 
CDA to support activities that give evi-
dence of contributing to Canada’s national 
policy, to assist the government in placing 
certain defence problems before the people 
of Canada, and to promote the efficiency 
of the Forces, according to the agreement. 

“Up until the 1990s, the CDA 
was given office space and 

logistical support at NDHQ”

e

It’s time to end the CDA’s military funding

NO ONE IS SURPRISED WHEN AN 
advocacy group made up of retired military 
brass is in favour of going to war. So, 
when a spokesperson from the Conference 
of Defence Associations (CDA) told a 
reporter that Canada should attack Iran 
and “be prepared for the unintended 
consequences, whatever they might be,” 
no one familiar with the group’s frequent 
media commentary raised an eyebrow.

But what readers of that media comment 
may not realize is that it is paid for by the 
Department of National Defence through 
a secret funding agreement with the 
group. Under a five-year $100,000-a-year 
deal between the CDA (and its charitable 
wing, the CDA Institute) and DND, the 
CDA must garner a minimum number of 
media quotes in order to receive its annual 
subsidy, among other requirements.

Given that the CDA’s bills are paid by 
DND dollars, is it any wonder that the 
CDA’s spokespeople fall into line with the 
military — and the government’s — view-
point? Whether it’s “we’re winning the war 
in Afghanistan,” or “the F-35 is the best 
plane for Canada,” or even “let’s bomb 
Iran and live with the consequences,” the 
CDA, the military, and the Conservatives 
work together like a well-oiled machine.

The CDA bills itself as the “oldest 
and most influential advocacy group in 
Canada’s defence community.” But who 
is the CDA speaking for? The “fifty-one 
associations from all parts of the country” 
it claims to represent, or its government 
and military financial backers?

The $500,000 funding agreement, 
which was released by the NDP in 2008 
following an information request, is 
coming up for renewal in March 2012. It 
should be eliminated to ensure the CDA 
operates legitimately as a truly independent 
voice of the “defence community.”

These are laudable goals, but they are much 
more fitting for the public relations arm of 
National Defence than an independent and 
non-partisan advocacy group.

This conflict of interest has been noted 
by a number of Canadian media com-
mentators, particularly with regard to the 
controversial Ross Munro Media Award, 
given by the Conference of Defence As-
sociations to journalists for contributions 
to the general public’s understanding of 
defence issues. These are the same journal-
ists who quote the CDA’s spokespeople, 
which in turn helps secure its funding from 
the military.

When the current funding agreement 
was revealed and reported by the Globe and 
Mail and others, there was considerable 
criticism of the CDA as essentially being 
paid to provide supportive commentary for 
government defence policies, particularly 
about Afghanistan. Some reporters have 
declined nominations for the Ross Munro 
Media Award on the basis that accepting 
the prize, and the money associated with 
it, raises ethical questions for those who 
cover defence issues.

The current government has sub-
stantially cut federal funding for several 
civil society organizations over the last few 
years, citing both the need for financial 
austerity and the importance of these 
groups being able to stand on their own 
two feet. The Canadian Council on 
International Cooperation (CCIC), the 

Steven Staples  
is the president of the Rideau Institute.

Josh Libben 
is a PhD political science student at the 

University of Ottawa.
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economic prosperity is the “lens through 
which we view almost anything.” Values and 
interests indeed. This perhaps doesn’t bode 
well for Canadians on the home front aside 
from well-invested stockholders and military 
suppliers. Maritime fishermen have neither 
the economic sway nor the political clout to 
do more than quietly lament that Canadian 
search and rescue resources are somehow 
more available for a country-trotting 
defence minister than one of their drown-

ing brethren. Many a Quebecer lamented 
the results of their voting record with the 
rather tardy deployment of the military to 
help them during last May’s flooding, and 
said military’s quick departure when it came 
time for a tired and devastated community to 
clean things up. The government’s rationale? 
Well, we wouldn’t want to interfere with the 
private sector, old stick. Money to be made, 
Johnny Quebecer be damned.

But in a year when Stephen Harper and 
his trademarked government seem eager to 
break the bank on bicentennial memorials 
to the War of 1812, he has ironically and 
tragically turned a stern and paternal back to 
the very peoples who made sure the outcome 
of that war was not the recitation of the U.S. 
Oath of Allegiance in Canadian schools from 
sea to shining sea.

Any historian will happily sum up what 
First Nations peoples received for their 
sacrifice: a Royal reaming that has lasted 

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com

IT SOUNDED GOOD AT THE TIME. 
Canada First: a defence strategy for the 
new century, lauded by tub-thumpers 
and military contractors alike. Expand the 
forces, improve the military’s infrastructure 
and replace equipment, all to “strengthen 
our sovereignty and security at home and 
bolster our ability to defend our values and 
interests abroad.” 

Great stuff that. It sounded so darn good 
it made people forget to ask just what it 
actually meant. Sovereignty and security? 
Values and interests? Whose exactly would 
you be referring to, old chap? One has to 
wonder if it is actually Canadians. For a 
number of years now the Harper Govern-
ment™ has shown a penchant for using its 
new robust military to appease others and 
further economic ties rather than to defend 
“values” most Canadians consider dear. 

Afghanistan has been a long-term exercise 
in American appeasement and domestic 
politics, with little in the way of furthering 
the lives of Afghans, empty schools and a 
half-completed dam aside. It became quite 
clear why we went through an inventory of 
smart bombs (at $100,000 a pop) in Libya 
when Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 
brought the moneymen back to Tripoli, 
ready to do business as usual. No doubt hav-
ing the HMCS Charlottetown farting about 
the Mediterranean on “anti-terrorism” 
exercises will come in handy should things 
in Syria go critical. Suncor has some natural 
gas it needs to get back to pumping, if 
nothing else.

As Baird recently opined, Canadian 

to this day. The problems have been well 
documented if never properly addressed, 
from endemic poverty to dismal education, 
from systemic cultural and physical abuse to 
ongoing legal wrangling to keep putting off 
Canada’s inevitable moral obligations. The 
result has been Canada’s dark little secret: 
a second-class people living in third-world 
conditions.

Not that the military can or should solve 
that. But they have always been willing and 
able to respond to emergencies and crises 
when their government lets them. And 
if ever there was a crisis it would be this: 
northern reserves that have no clean water, 
plumbing, housing, heat, much less proper 
food and electricity, things most Canadians 
take for granted. Yet, when it was brought to 
the public’s attention (again) last October, 
with the people of Attawapiskat, Ontario, 
facing -30° Celsius temperatures and many 
sleeping in tents and shacks, the Harper 
Government’s ™ response was to hire an 
expensive auditor, become adversarial, and 
withhold funds and support until band 
councils acquiesce to Uncle Stephen. 

So far help has come from the Red Cross 
and volunteers like the Ontario Volunteer 
Emergency Response Team (OVERT) 
who, with limited means, have nonetheless 
managed to deliver some half million dollars’ 
worth of aid in the form of water filtration 
kits, medical supplies, heaters, generators, 
and human power in the form of volunteers 
to help with repairs of what is there, not what 
is promised. In short, emergency response.

The immediate, life-threatening problems 
facing First Nations people in Attawapiskat 
are just the tip of a very cold iceberg. 
Reserves in northern Manitoba face similar, 
immediate concerns. Yet military deploy-
ment continues to remain on hold. It really 
makes you wonder who comes first. It sure 
isn’t Canada. 

Canada second, First Nations last

e

“the life-threatening problems 
facing First Nations people ... just 

the tip of a very cold iceberg”
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F
orty-something Guy Cramer is passionate about the 
art of camouflage. And he has turned that passion into 
a highly successful business: HyperStealth Biotechnol-
ogy Corporation. Located in a nondescript, former 

grade school in Maple Ridge, B.C., the company has no identifying 
sign. This is perfectly appropriate for one of the leaders in the art 
of camouflage and concealment.

The grandson of Donald L. Hings, the man who invented the 
walkie-talkie, Cramer was no stranger to the power of innovation. 
His interest in camouflage started in the late 1980s, when he was 
a member of the Taxi Drivers from Hell, a competitive paintball 
team. He was able to obtain a complete British Disruptive Pattern 
Material (DPM) uniform even though this clothing was not avail-
able to the public during the UK forces’ conflict with the Irish 
Republican Army. 

“When I wore the DPM during paintball competitions I wasn’t 
observed even though guys came right up beside me.” 

This intrigued him and he took the science of concealment in 
a bold new direction.

In 2002, he created a website devoted to camouflage and 
the following year it was noticed by none less than the King of 
Jordan. King Abdullah II personally engaged in business deals with 
Cramer’s company and in the initial order of a couple of hundred 
uniforms for the Royal Guard and Special Forces. The Jordanians 
were so impressed with the quality of Cramer’s design that 750,000 
uniforms, in seven different colour schemes, were produced.

This was the first big deal for the company and, although Cramer 
won’t discuss the exact dollar amount of the contract, he says, “It 
was enough to get us in the black.” Furthermore, the deal with 

F  E  A T  U  R  E

Hidden in plain view

by Rick Leswick

Developments in 
modern camouflage

The use of camouflage has developed over the centuries from the use of 
brush for covering to high-tech computer-generated disruptive patterns 
used for clothing, vehicles, aircraft and weapons. Above, HyperStealth’s 
new pattern Spec4ce Woodland camouflage pattern is simulated on a 
jacket in this photo. (hyperstealth)
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the Jordanians led to other lucrative orders from armies around 
the globe.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CAMOUFLAGE
The history of camouflage goes back centuries. The first recorded 
tactician who ordered his Mongol mounted units to place twigs 
and leaves in their helmets was Genghis Khan in the 12th century. 
His invasions led to the conquest of most of Eurasia and were 
successful in part because of his use of concealment.

Centuries later, during the American Revolution, General 
George Washington was able to overcome the disadvantage of 
having fewer troops under his command than his seasoned British 
opponents. He employed the art of subterfuge as he left campfires 
burning to cover his army’s night manoeuvres, making the Redcoats 
believe that the Army of the Republic remained in bivouac.

During the Napoleonic Wars, the British 60th and 95th Rifle 
Regiments were the first to employ natural colours as they dressed 
in “rifle green” jackets. Positioned under cover at greater range, 
they also used the more accurate Baker rifles while their scarlet-clad 
line regiment comrades continued to employ relatively inaccurate 
weapons designed for close-quarter combat.

The First World War saw camouflage used on a large scale for the 
first time. During this war, the word camouflage — originating from 
the French word “cagoule” or “to disguise” — entered popular 
language. Specialized training in concealment to support offensive 
actions was also conducted for the first time.

The Germans replaced their Prussian blue tunics with 

“feldgrau” or field grey uniforms in 1910. Meanwhile, the French 
standard uniform still consisted of bright red trousers and blue 
jackets. In 1911, when modern tacticians attempted to introduce 
a concealment-friendly uniform in France, there was significant 
opposition. Minister of War Eugene Etienne cried, “Abolish red 
trousers? Never. France is red trousers.” It was not until the French 
experienced the maelstrom of modern warfare that they moved 
toward the introduction of a less colourful uniform.

The British Army in North Africa in 1942 used simple yet innovative 
techniques to fool the enemy. In the barren desert, a Crusader tank is 
pictured with its ‘sunshield’ lorry camouflage erected. (imperial war museum, 
e 18461)
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During the Great War, the appearance of the dazzle pattern 
was the first attempt at camouflaging sea vessels. Condemned by 
traditionalist critics as “floating art galleries,” the dramatic colours 
that were applied to the hulls and funnels of British warships 
drastically reduced shipping losses. Naysayers were silenced forever.

The ability to mass-produce fabrics during the Second World War 
led to the greater distribution of camouflaged uniforms. Initially, 
the patterns were issued to special units, and when these troops 
were captured their uniforms were often recycled by the enemy.

In 1940 the British military created the Camouflage Develop-
ment and Training Centre at Farnham Castle, Surrey, but it was 
not until 1942 that the first disruptive-pattern uniforms appeared. 
The hand-painted Denison smock was issued to paratroops. The 
Finnish army, engaged in battle with Soviet forces, were the first to 
employ white winter camouflage uniforms, and the Russians were 
quick to develop similar attire.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers created experimental cam-
ouflage uniforms, but it was not until 1942 that General Douglas 
MacArthur ordered 150,000 leopard spot suits for Marines fighting 
in the Solomon Islands. Experience in battle indicated that these 
uniforms were unsuitable for moving troops and, in 1944, the 
single-tone military clothing returned. In the same year, frog skin 
camouflage was issued to members of the 2nd Armoured Division in 
Normandy, but was withdrawn as a number of soldiers were killed 
in friendly fire incidents because the uniforms were too similar to 
those worn by the Nazi Waffen SS.

D-Day’s Operation FORTITUDE was the first massive-scale 
deception operation. The creation of fake oil tanks, jetties, anti-
aircraft guns, tanks, planes and landing craft convinced the Nazi 
High Command that the invasion of Fortress Europe would take 
place at Pas de Calais instead of Normandy.

The period after the Second World War saw limited development 
of camouflage. Some significant introductions took place during 
the Vietnam War as traditional olive drab (OD) uniforms were 
replaced by the popular tiger stripe pattern for U.S. special forces 
and the more universally issued Woodland design.

CANADIANS TAKE THE LEAD IN 
CAMOUFLAGE DESIGN
Soldiers who served in the Canadian Forces about 30 years ago 
will recall that camouflage and concealment equipment was 
limited to helmet covers and two-tone green face paint. In the 
1980s, camouflage jump smocks were issued to airborne units 

and members of the Special Service Force. These uniforms were 
withdrawn from wide distribution and the OD combat uniforms 
prevailed. At this time the widely scoffed at “Crappy Tire Combat” 
jackets were issued as garrison dress only. The civilianized pattern 
was chosen as it was deemed to be non-aggressive and in keeping 
with Canadian sensibilities.

It was not until 1997 that the Canadian Disruptive Pattern 
(CADPAT) appeared in the form of a helmet cover. These items 
were issued to all members of the CF as a precursor to complete 
CADPAT uniforms that are now issued to soldiers in both green 
and desert colour schemes. The CADPAT design was so effective 
that the U.S. Marine Corps sought permission from the Canadian 
Department of National Defence to use it for their troops. DND 
agreed with the request on the condition that the Marines use a 
different colour scheme from the one employed by Canadians. 
Studies at the time proved that CADPAT was 30 per cent more 
effective than OD in providing protection for soldiers.

Guy Cramer’s current camouflage design partner Timothy 
O’Neill, a retired U.S. Army lieutenant-colonel who served for 
many years as a psychology engineering professor at West Point, 
was the first person to create a pixelated camouflage pattern. In 
1976 the Dual-Tex design was applied to tanks with remarkable 
results, however the U.S. Army leadership did not believe the 
technology actually worked and let it drop. The Canadians picked 
up O’Neill’s research in the mid-1990s and went into full-scale 
computer-assisted design production.

Cramer becomes animated when he speaks of the waste of time 
and money that apparently went into the creation of CADPAT. 

HMS Argus (I49) in 1918, painted in dazzle camouflage. Dazzle 
camouflage, also known as Razzle Dazzle or Dazzle painting, was a 
military camouflage paint scheme used on ships, extensively during World 
War I and to a lesser extent in World War II. Credited to artist Norman 
Wilkinson, it consisted of a complex pattern of geometric shapes in 
contrasting colours, interrupting and intersecting each other. (imperial war 
museum)

Jordan’s King Abdullah II is wearing the KA2 Desert Digital patterned 
uniform while his Royal Guard on the right is wearing the KA2 Royal 
Guard Digital Woodland patterned uniform. In 2003 Guy Cramer’s 
HyperStealth Biotechnology Corporation, located in Maple Ridge, B.C., 
was contracted to create seven different colour camouflage schemes for 
their armed forces. (yousef allan, hyperstealth)



 february 2012  esprit de corps  19

“The CF took three years and several millions of dollars to develop 
CADPAT. This was far too much.” 

By contrast, the pattern he produced for the website that caught 
the attention of King Abdullah was created in two hours using a 
$100 computer program, however, another three months was 
required to satisfy the Jordanians’ specific requirements.

Bob Balma is another Canadian developer of camouflage. Balma, 
who was one of the persons responsible for the development of 
CADPAT, served with the Royal Canadian Artillery for 32 years and 
for the past two and a half decades has worked as a technical expert 
in the DND office of the assistant deputy minister for materiel. 

He is a friendly man who chooses his words carefully. He first 
began working with pixelated camouflage for Canadian Forces ve-
hicles in 1987, when he was tasked to define Canadian background 
colours. This was no easy job due to the geographical peculiarities 
of our vast country as well as seasonal changes in colour. This 
assignment occupied about four years time. In 1991 two young 
staff officers of DND’s Directorate of Land Requirements thought 
it would be a good idea to develop a disruptive pattern for soldiers. 
Initially, the officers were not taken seriously.

However, with the onset of the Afghan war and “the realization 
that soldiers were going to fight again,” Balma said the project for 
pixelated combat uniforms gathered momentum. Cramer was first 
tasked to design a pattern that would be suitable for the Canadian 
environment and thus was born the Temperate Woodland pattern 
that is in use today. Development of the original CADPAT design 
took about a year.

Bob Balma disputes Guy Cramer’s claim about the time and 
money that DND spent developing CADPAT. “It didn’t take 
four years and certainly didn’t take millions of dollars,” he says. 
“I can tell you that had it taken millions of dollars it wouldn’t 
have happened.” 

He would not say specifically how much was spent but did state, 
“It was significantly less than one million dollars.”

In 2009 Guy Cramer was surprised when he was contracted 
by the Canadian government to create a prototype design for a 
Canadian Urban Environmental Pattern (CUEPAT), originally 
proposed for use by defenders against urban targets of chemical-
biological warfare. He thought that because of his criticism of the 
high expenditure during the design phase of CADPAT he had 
been blacklisted by his own government. When CUEPAT is finally 

HIDDEN IN PLAIN VIEW ... CONT’D ON PAGE 44

Compare HyperStealth’s new pixelated Spec4ce Forest (middle) with the 
British DPM on left and the U.S. Woodland on right. (hyperstealth)
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by Michel W. Drapeau & Joshua M. Juneau

Why expunge a record?

CRIMINAL RECORD
The term “criminal record” has no specific legal meaning in Canada. 
Though the term is not defined in any statute or regulation, it is 
most commonly understood as the documentation of a person’s 
criminal conviction. The record of a criminal conviction is kept 
on file by government agencies (police, courts, prosecutors and 
correctional programs) and by private agencies (newspapers, credit 
firms, bonding companies and employment agencies, for example).

HOW DOES A CF MEMBER GET A 
CRIMINAL RECORD?
In accordance with sub-section 196.27(1) of the National 
Defence Act, any person who is charged with or convicted by a 
court martial of a “designated offence” [this includes those under 
section 95 (abuse of subordinates); section 114 (stealing); section 
124 (negligent performance of duties); section 128 (conspiracy); 
section 130 (service trial of civil offences)] may be fingerprinted, 
photographed or have any other measurement process done 
pursuant to the Identification of Criminals Act. The results may 
be published for the purpose of providing information to officers 
and others engaged in the execution or administration of the 
Identification of Criminals Act. 

Therefore, a CF member sentenced by a summary trial does 
not get a criminal record. Similarly, a conviction by a court martial 

does not automatically result in a criminal record. To get a criminal 
record, one must be convicted of a designated offence. These of-
fences are listed in subsection 196.26 of the National Defence Act. 

CANADIAN POLICE INFORMATION 
CENTRE
The chief source of information about criminal offenders in 
Canada today is the automated Canadian Police Information Centre 
(CPIC) maintained by the RCMP. The CPIC is a central national 
police repository of fingerprint and criminal record information that 
is disseminated to authorized law enforcement agencies throughout 
Canada, the U.S. and abroad, to government departments for 
security reliability investigations, and to individuals requiring police 
certificates for employment, visas and travel documents.

As a matter of RCMP policy, criminal records are retained until 
the subject of the record is 80 years of age with no criminal activity 
reported in the last 10 years, except where the subject has been, for 
example, sentenced to life imprisonment,  or has been designated 
a dangerous offender or has attained 100 years of age.

IMPACT OF A CRIMINAL RECORD
With a conviction comes great stigma with damaging consequences 
long after an offender serves his or her sentence. Consider that a 
criminal record affects many areas of that person’s life including: 

Judicial pardons 
and the Forces:
Judicial pardons  
and the Forces:
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•  Employment: Many employers conduct local and/or federal 
criminal record searches before hiring. Discovery of a criminal 
record may negatively affect one’s application for employment. It 
can also prevent someone from studying or practising law, medicine, 
teaching or other professions. It can even preclude the operation 
of a taxi or employment that requires bonding or licensing. 

•  Self-employment: Before sub-contracting to an individual or 
to a business, many companies require criminal record searches for 
all employees and owners.

•  Career advancement: Many companies and organizations have 
started conducting criminal record searches for employees who have 
applied for promotions. Discovery of a criminal record may lead 
to denial of that promotion, or even termination of employment. 

•  Child custody: Child custody and visitation rights may be 
reduced or eliminated because of a criminal record.

•  The ability to rent an apartment: Standard rental application 
forms ask if you have a criminal record. One may find it difficult 
to find a place to live if they have a criminal record.

•  Educational opportunities: Many educational programs 
require criminal record checks.

•  Travel: Having a criminal record may restrict one’s ability to 
obtain travel visas outside of Canada.

PURGING A CRIMINAL RECORD
Most people are consciously or subconsciously distressed by past 
criminal records. Removing a criminal record is a large part of 
removing the stigma and shame associated with a criminal past. 
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Purging a criminal record means removing it from the CPIC 
system, and leaving no indication that a record has ever existed. 
This can be accomplished either by obtaining a discharge (absolute 
or conditional) received on or after July 1992, or the granting of 
a pardon by the Clemency and Pardons Division of the National 
Parole Board.

PARDONS OR RECORD SUSPENSION
The purpose of granting a judicial pardon (now known as record 
suspension) is to clear the person for all infamy and from all 
consequences of the offence for which it is granted, and in doing 
so to vanquish the stigma associated with a criminal conviction. 
The effect is that a convicted individual is placed in a social position 
so that their conviction cannot be used to their detriment. To 
accomplish this, all public record of the original offence should 
become unavailable.

Anyone convicted by an offence under an Act of Parliament or 
regulation may apply to the Parole Board of Canada for a pardon 
in respect to that offence. This applies to ANY offence under any 
act, not only those listed as designated offences under subsection 
195.26 of the National Defence Act. This means, for example, 
that a CF member wishing to purge his or her conviction of a 
non-designated offence by a summary trial or a court martial from 
the CF may apply to the Parole Board of Canada for a pardon.

However, before a pardon may be considered by the National 
Parole Board, the following period must have elapsed after either 
the sentence of imprisonment or the period of probation has been 
served, or that any fine imposed for the offence has been paid.

•  Five years, in the case of a service offence for which the 
offender was punished by a fine of more than $2,000, detention 
of more than six months, dismissal, imprisonment for more than 
six months or a punishment that is greater than imprisonment for 
less than two years in the scale of punishments set out in subsection 
139(1) of the National Defence Act.

•  Three years, in the case of a service offence as defined in the 
National Defence Act. 

After the granting of a pardon, the Clemency and Pardons 
Division of the National Parole Board notifies the RCMP and 
all other federal agencies holding the record to purge it. The 
Criminal Records Act then requires that government departments 
and agencies remove all reference from their records concerning 
a criminal conviction and that all records concerning the original 
conviction become sealed. In doing so, all records of the offence 
are placed in the custody of the commissioner of the RCMP, and 
those records are “kept separate and apart from other criminal 
records, and no such records shall be disclosed to any person, 
nor shall the existence of the record or the fact of the conviction 
be disclosed to any person, without the prior approval of the 
minister.”

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A PARDON IS 
GRANTED TO A CF MEMBER
In respect to a pardon, Defence Administrative Order and Directive 
7016-1 – Administration directs that the following action be taken 
by CF authorities on receipt of a pardon:

•  The Record of Disciplinary Proceedings, charge sheet, charge 
report and certificate of conviction, for an offence for which a 
pardon has been granted, are removed from the CF member’s 
service records, the Unit Registry of Disciplinary Proceedings and 
any other unit files; 

•  Any mention of or reference to the conviction, in respect of 
which a pardon has been granted, that is contained in any report, 
assessment, correspondence or other record, is removed and that 
only expunged copies are retained; and

•  Any record related to the granting of the pardon is treated in 
the same fashion as set out above in order that it does not remain 
in any file or document.

All electronic documents removed are electronically sealed 
using the Personnel Electronic Records Management Information 
System. All paper documents removed shall be stored separate and 
apart from other disciplinary and personnel documents.

However, all criminal convictions at court martial remain pub-
lished and available for download on the website of the Office of the 
Chief Military Judge (OCMJ). That said, the OCMJ has developed 
a “web robot exclusion protocol” whereby major search engines 
such as Google will not identify court martial decisions or sentenc-
ing orders when an individual’s name is used as a search term. 

While implementation of the web robot exclusion protocol is a 
step in the right direction, the policy initiative of the OCMJ does 
not go far enough, because it does not entirely prevent a conviction 
for which a pardon has been granted from being used as an adverse 
reflection on an individual’s character. To give full effect to the 
pardon, we believe that the original record should be unavailable 
on publication of a pardon and no longer published on the Office 
of the Chief Military Judge website.

CONCLUSION
The effect of granting a judicial pardon cannot be realized unless 
the full stigma of the original conviction is silenced. For members of 
the Forces who have been convicted at court martial (or summary 
trial for that matter), being forgiven for their indiscretion by having 
the act pardoned should also mean that any record of the original 
offence be sealed. 

The stigma of a criminal conviction can negatively impact one’s future, as 
the record stays with you for the rest of your life.
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If one accepted the theory that Delisle 
leaked highly sensitive information about 
Canadian and NATO allies’ naval weapons 
and ship movements, it became easy for 
pundits to conclude that this would have 
severe international repercussions for Canada. 
Once that conclusion was made, it became 
easy to berate anyone who tried to diminish 
the speculated fallout.

For instance, in their January 18 editorial, 
the Toronto Star concluded: “The Harper 
government should know better than to issue 
breezy reassurances that our allies are unfazed. 
This is a blow to our credibility. There is no 
point denying it.”

Stepping back, one must realize that at 
this juncture Delisle has only thus far been 
charged — not convicted — and we still have 
no idea of what sort of information he leaked, 
let alone to whom. It seems that the Star 
may be just a tad hasty in their judgment of 
Delisle, the military, the prime minister and 
our nation.

What we do know about this bizarre 
case, thanks to the intense media scrutiny it 
generated, is that Delisle is no James Bond.

Far from being a womanizing, jet-setting 
agent with a licence to kill, this junior ranking 
naval officer was an analyst for the HMCS 
Trinity, the navy’s communications and 
intelligence centre, at the time of his arrest.

That a uniformed member of our intel-
ligence service would be accused of selling 
secrets to undermine Canada’s security is 
startling. It is nonetheless reas suring that 
counterintelligence security measures were 
able to uncover his activities and take the 
necessary steps to seal the leak.

Contrary to those who claim that this 
isolated breach of security will damage our 
credibility with the U.S. and our NATO allies, 
it is more probable that they will view this as 

What started out last month as a rather minor 
news story about a navy intelligence officer 
charged with espionage has developed into 
a full-fledged, nation-wide media feeding 
frenzy.

Everybody loves a good spy story and the 
minute it was alleged — but never officially 
confirmed — that Canadian military secrets 
were being passed to the Russians, this saga 
had all the necessary ingredients to produce 
a James Bond spellbinder.

On January 16, Sub-Lt. Jeffrey Paul 
Delisle was arraigned in a Halifax courtroom 
on two charges of violating the Security of 
Information Act and one Criminal Code 
charge of breach of trust by a public officer.

The severity of the allegations levelled 
against Delisle, combined with the limited 
evidence released to the public, prompted the 
media to lead the quest to fill in the blanks.

To achieve this goal, intelligence experts 
and legal advisors were asked by journalists 
to speculate about the implications of the 
events. As is usual under such circumstances, 
the worst-case doomsday scenarios became 
the accepted norm.

HE’S NO AGENT 007

e

evidence of our efficiency in monitoring such 
potential risks.

OTTAWA’S NEW GOLDEN COUPLE
In the last couple of weeks, Canadians have 
read much about Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay’s stunning new wife, Nazanin 
Afshin-Jam. By now everyone knows she’s 
multilingual, she can fly a plane, she’s a former 
Miss World Canada and pop singer with a few 
saucy videos on YouTube, and she’s a human 
rights activist.

Ms. Afshin-Jam has already made her 
presence felt in Ottawa’s social cocktail 
circuit — and has been seen with her now-
domesticated consort at major recent events 
such as the Japanese emperor’s birthday bash, 
and the Diwali function co-hosted by the 
Indian High Commission.

But the lady — who is the president and 
co-founder of Stop Child Executions — is no 
mere social arm candy.

It may also be worth noting that she 
actually MCed the inaugural presentation of 

Sub-Lt. Jeffrey Paul Delisle was charged 
with two charges of violating the 

Security of Information Act and one 
criminal code charge of breach of trust 

by a public officer. (handout, cnspics)

Defence Minister Peter MacKay and 
new wife Nazanin Afshin-Jam leave the 

oceanside Mexican chapel in which they 
were married on January 4, 2012.  

(peter mackay, facebook)

HITS & MISSES ... CONT’D ON P. 46
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F  E  A  T  U  R  E

by Eric Leclerc

Sir John Colborne, governor of 
Upper Canada between 1828–
1838, distinguished himself on 

the battlefield at Waterloo before 
leaving his mark on Canada

I n the centre of the quadrangle at Upper Canada 
College stands a large bronze statue of John Colborne, the 
founder of the school. In all the books ever written about 
this city, so rarely has his story been told that only a few 
Torontonians are aware of him — or that, for more than a 
century, he has been the central figure in one of the most 
fascinating legends of military history.

Facing a charge by French lancers commanded by Général de Division 
Hippolyte-Marie-Guillaume, compte de Piré, troops of the 3rd Battalion, 
42nd Highlanders, defend themselves in Quatre Bras. Although casualties 
were heavy on both sides — the British lost 5,200 while the French 4,100 
— the French attack at Quatre Bras nevertheless gave Napoleon a brief 
victory as it kept Wellington from helping his Prussian allies at Ligny. 
Wellington’s army remained intact and ready for the decisive action that 
would occur just two days later at Waterloo. (painting by w.b. wollen, black 
watch museum, scotland, via cranston fine arts)
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In most Canadian history books, he appears as a relatively minor 
figure who served for eight years as lieutenant-governor of Upper 
Canada. But there is a definitive work, the Dictionary of National 
Biography, which records the lives of every major figure in the 
history of Britain and the British Empire for more than 2,000 
years. In it, most names receive barely a paragraph. The story of 
John Colborne fills a page.

After serving as lieutenant-governor in 1837 he became 
commander-in-chief of all British forces in Canada and quelled 
the rebellion that broke out in Lower Canada in December of that 
year. In 1838, he became governor general of Canada. When he 
finally returned to England, he was elevated to the peerage for his 
services to the Empire and became Lord Seaton of Devonshire. 
Queen Victoria later conferred on him the highest rank she could 
bestow on any man in the British army and made him a field 
marshal. When he died in 1863, The Times, in its tribute, wrote: 
“The fame of Wellington more and more dwarfs the reputation 
of all who served under him, but his subordinates also attained 

to greatness and would, but for his gigantic proportions, stand 
out before our eyes in bold relief … and Colborne was an officer 
worthy of his chief.”

Three years after Colborne’s death, William Leeke of Queen’s 
College, Cambridge, who had served under him at Waterloo, 
published a two-volume work, Lord Seaton’s Regiment at the 
Battle of Waterloo. On its title page and in subsequent chapters he 
claimed that Colborne was not only a heroic figure throughout that 
engagement, but that he and his regiment had won the final battle 
at Waterloo. Leeke’s book created a legend that has refused to die.

It was inevitable that Colborne’s most enduring fame would 
be won on a battlefield. He was, according to the Dictionary of 
National Biography, “a man of singular talent for war.” 

He was born at Lyndhurst, in Hampshire, on February 16, 1778, 
the only son of Samuel Colborne. He was sent to be educated at 
one of England’s best public schools, Christ’s Hospital, and in 1794 
he began his lifelong military career as a teenaged ensign. It was to 
be an exceptional career by any standards. In an age when almost 
all commissions were bought, Colborne earned all his promotions 
entirely by courage and daring.

By the outbreak of the Napoleonic Wars he had reached the 
rank of captain and, during the Peninsular War, one of the dying 
requests of Sir John Moore was that his young officer, the 31-year-
old Colborne, be given a lieutenant-colonelcy. In 1811, Colborne 
was appointed lieutenant-colonel of the 52nd Regiment, which Sir 
William Napier, the celebrated historian of the Peninsular War, 
called “a regiment never surpassed in arms since arms were first 

Sir John Colborne, 1st Baron Seaton, entered the British army in 1794 
and distinguished himself at Waterloo in 1815. From 1821 to 1828 he 
was lieutenant-governor of Guernsey and on November 3, 1828 assumed 
office as lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada. Colborne promoted 
public works and immigration and saw the colony’s population increase 
by 50 per cent between 1830 and 1833. Yet, by showing considerable 
favouritism to the newer immigrants from Britain and diverting public funds 
in unpopular ways, he contributed to the popular unrest that culminated 
in the reform victory in the 1834 election and ultimately in the Upper 
Canadian Rebellion of 1837. He briefly acted as governor general from 
November 1838, until he was officially gazetted in mid-December 1839. 
He crushed the second rebellion which erupted in Lower Canada in 
November 1838 with great severity. In October 1839 he returned to Britain 
and was elevated to the House of Lords, where he spoke against the Act 
uniting the Canadas. 

In this painting the Duke of Wellington, Arthur Wellesley, offers 
encouragement to the infantry during the Battle of Waterloo, which took 
place near present-day Waterloo, Belgium on June 18, 1815. In this 
battle, the forces of the French Empire under the leadership of Michael 
Ney and Napoleon Bonaparte were defeated by the Seventh Coalition 
and a Prussian Army, which was commanded by Gebhard Von Blucher. 
The forces were also defeated by an allied army commanded by the 
Duke of Wellington. The Battle of Waterloo put an end to the tyrant rule of 
Napoleon as the emperor of France, and the beginning of his 100 days of 
exile. (“the battle of waterloo” by robert hillingford)
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borne by a man.” On the eve of the Battle of Waterloo, it was 
under Colborne’s command.

For three days, the battle raged across the fields of central 
Belgium. In the early evening of June 18, 1815, the decisive hour 
arrived. Napoleon had to defeat Wellington’s army before any new 
Prussian corps arrived to tip the balance against the French. A little 
after 7 p.m., Wellington ordered Colborne to place his regiment at 
the extreme right of the British position, where it could act as the 
right wing of Sir Frederick Adam’s brigade. During those closing 
moments of the battle, the fighting was at its fiercest. The French 
had reached a position less than 300 yards from the British, who 
had lined themselves along a hill overlooking the plain.

In Waterloo, Lord Chalfont recorded what happened next: 
“Showing splendid initiative and anticipating his commander-

in-chief’s orders, Colborne advanced his regiment, four-deep, and 
wheeled them into line opposite the flank of Napoleon’s advancing 
Guards … The movement was carried out with unhurried, drill-
book precision but with devastating results. Napoleon’s Guards 
opened fire and 150 of Colborne’s men fell. But the sudden 
appearance of Colborne and the 52nd emerging through the 
smoke on the battalion’s flank had taken the Guards by surprise. 
Colborne seized his opportunity and, as the Guards staggered 
under the repeated blows, he checked his men’s fire and calling 
‘Charge! Charge!’ Colborne led the 52nd forward and down the 
hill … The Guards, whom no previous perils had daunted, now 
turned and fled.”

The other British regiments, seeing the rout of the French 
line, now came up to join with Colborne’s men and Adam’s 
entire brigade swept down and across the field. Wellington, close 
at hand, could be heard shouting, “Go on, Colborne! Go on!” 
Then, sensing that the repulse of the Guards was having a fearful 
effect on the entire French army, Wellington gave the signal for a 
general advance. Raising his hat, he waved it three times towards 
the French. “Those who could see him, let out a mighty cheer … 
and in a moment of immortal glory, every man in the allied line 
capable of moving was advancing down the slope in pursuit of the 
broken army.” The day was won. The Battle of Waterloo was over.

To the disappointment of all historians, a detailed account of 
those final moments was never written in the days immediately 
following the battle. In the words of the Dictionary of National 
Biography: “Whether this charge of Colborne’s really defeated the 
Old Guard and won the Battle of Waterloo is a point which will 

always be disputed … but there can be no doubt Wellington never 
gave fair credit to Colborne’s exploit.” Colborne’s officers were 
furious that Wellington never mentioned in his despatches the role 
played by the 52nd but Colborne silenced them by saying, “For 
shame, gentlemen. One would think you forgot that the 52nd had 
ever been in a battle before.” From that moment on, it became a 
point of honour in the regiment never to mention the Battle of 
Waterloo again.

In the year of the battle, Colborne received a knighthood and 
in 1821 was appointed lieutenant-governor of Guernsey in the 
Channel Islands, where he helped re-establish a once-famous 
boys’ school, Elizabeth College. In 1828, at the age of 51, he was 
appointed lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada and his arrival at 
York was described as “like entering a hostile camp.” William Lyon 
Mackenzie greeted him with a list of 31 grievances, demanding 
that the colony be given responsible government. The minister 
of St. James’ Church, Reverend John Strachan, called on the new 
governor to insist that a university be established in the town. To 
the practical-minded Colborne, there appeared to be more urgent 
matters.

The sparsely settled province needed roads and bridges and 
markets and he inaugurated his own “good works.” He dismissed 
Strachan’s plans for a university as “madness” since there was not 
a single acceptable pre-university school in the province. Instead, 
in 1829, Colborne founded Upper Canada College. To ensure it 
would survive, he endowed it with land — enough to guarantee 
that the fees would be low and there would be adequate funds 
for a staff of well-qualified masters. He insisted on becoming 
involved in every detail in the planning of the school, and laid the 
foundations for a college that became one of the most renowned 
boys’ schools in Canada.

In 1887, the province withdrew all the college’s original 
endowment of land and gave it to the University of Toronto. Then 
it was the quality of its masters and the enthusiastic support of its 
former graduates that enabled Upper Canada College to survive 
the transition to a private school.

In the years following his return to Britain, Colborne was ap-
pointed commander-in-chief of the British forces in Ireland and 
in 1860 was made field marshal. On April 17, 1863, at the age of 
85, he died at his home in Torquay, Devonshire.

Today, in the centre of the college’s new buildings at the top of 
Avenue Road hill, there is a large bronze statue of their school’s 
founder. On its base, carved into the stone, are the names of the 
two greatest campaigns of Colborne’s military career, Peninsular 
and Waterloo, and, in a longer inscription, these words: “Renowned 
and chivalrous in war … in peace, a generous and enlightened 
friend of learning.” 

Upper Canada College was founded in 1829 by Sir John Colborne, the 
lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada, who later became Lord Seaton. 
UCC was one of the first institutions for secondary education in the 
province. The intention was that UCC would serve as a feeder school for 
the newly founded King’s College (later the University of Toronto). UCC 
was modeled after the great public schools of Britain, most notably Eton 
College. Pictured, students play cricket on the grounds at Forest Hill, circa 
1908. (photo by alexander galbraith, city of toronto archives)
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Keeping their memories alive
by Marlee Wasser

E ighteen-thousand Canadian airmen lost their lives during 
the Second World War. Pilot Officer John Feeley is one 
of the lucky ones to still be living his.

“We survived to talk another day,” says the veteran.
At 89 years of age, he can still tell you what it was like serving 

as a gunner on an Allied bomber, enduring mission after mission 
across Europe. Twice he was forced to bail out of a crashing 
plane. He knows there aren’t many others who have been through 
similar experiences and lived to tell about it. Year after year, when 
Remembrance Day comes around, he says he considers it a civil 
obligation to make sure his stories are heard.

“I wouldn’t be able to sit on my hands,” he says.
When the Historica-Dominion Institute started reaching out 

to Second World War veterans back in 2000 to create a speakers 
bureau, Feeley was among the first to respond. At an orientation 
session he met Michael Laidlaw, a teacher at Lawrence Park 
Collegiate Institute in Toronto, who invited him to speak at his 
school’s next Remembrance Day ceremony.

“When I got there, he said: ‘Well John, keep it short,’” remem-
bers Feeley. “But when you’ve got so much to say …”

A decade later, he’s still not done talking.
But at his age, he doesn’t know how many more trips he will 

be able to make to Toronto-area schools during the month of 
November.

“This is something that should have started many, many years 
ago,” he says.

This past fall, the Memory Project Speakers Bureau officially 
celebrated its 10th anniversary. When the project originally started, 
it was a fairly grassroots initiative: a group of Second World War 

Veterans of the Korean War gather at the Korean War Memorial Wall 
in the Meadowvale Cemetery in Brampton, Ontario to remember the 
516 Canadians who lost their lives in the war. Many veterans of the 
Korean War, including our very own Les Peate, have also spoken of 
their experiences to school children. New veterans — who served on 
peacekeeping tours or in Afghanistan — are also being sought by the 
Memory Project Speakers Bureau. (memory project)
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veterans were visiting schools in their neighbourhood and decided 
to approach the Historica-Dominion Institute for help starting a 
larger speakers bureau. The Memory Project has since become 
the largest bureau of its kind, involving more than 1,500 veteran 
volunteers. Over the years it has facilitated more than 5,000 visits 
to more than 800 classrooms and community groups in 175 
communities across Canada.

The Historica-Dominion Institute’s director, Jeremy Diamond, 
says he is extremely impressed with what the project has been able 
to accomplish in its first 10 years and how it has evolved to address 
challenges such as the vanishing generation of Second World War 
veterans.

“The Memory Project is twofold now. It started as a speakers 
bureau in 2001, and in 2009 we launched the Memory Project 
Stories of the Second World War, an oral history archive,” he says. 
“One was able to spawn the other, because we were able to create 
an engaged group of veterans over the years and we started to 
interview them.”

In two and a half years the project has recorded more than 2,600 
stories from Second World War veterans, creating an important 
legacy for future generations who will be able to hear first-hand 
about their experiences long after they’re gone.

With these accomplishments under its belt, Diamond says 
the goalposts are shifting for the Memory Project as it enters its 
second decade.

“Our focus now for the next couple of years is going to be on 
the next generation of veterans: peacekeeping-era veterans, right 
up to the Afghanistan conflict,” he says. “People are starting to 
see that image of younger people as veterans. But when you ask 
people to describe a veteran in their mind they would probably 
still think of the Second World War veteran.”

Diamond also says going forward the Memory Project will learn 
from the past and engage the newer generation early.

“Not waiting 65 years to ask that generation what they did. 
That’s what we did with the Second World War, and you can argue 
that with the First World War we never even did that at all,” he 
says. “We want to get out ahead of that and engage those veterans 
while they’re in their thirties and forties and fifties … before they’re 
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in their eighties and nineties.”
Raising the profile of Korean War veterans will be the most 

immediate priority for the Memory Project over the next few years.
“In the consciousness and memory of Canadians, they kind 

of skip over that three-year period,” says Diamond. “But it was 
a significant conflict; it did involve about 27,000 Canadians, 500 
who were killed … and now they’re over 80, so there’s a sense of 
urgency with those veterans as well.”

Pam Calvert, a Grade 10 history teacher at Oakville Trafalgar 
High School, says she welcomes these new directions, especially 
the database of online stories that the project has been developing 
for the last few years.

“When you send students to listen to those stories, you can ask 
them all kinds of what I call ‘historical-thinking questions’ that will 
take them beyond the facts of the stories, and you can use those 
stories as a catalyst for teaching,” she says. “It’s much better than 
a textbook.”

But nothing trumps actually bringing a veteran into the 
classroom, she says.

In 2004 she contacted the Memory Project to arrange a visit 
from a veteran and was put in touch with Lt.-Commander Gordon 
Hendery.

Hendery served with the navy during the Second World War. 
He landed troops onto Juno Beach on D-Day.

Calvert says he had the students’ attention from the moment 
he walked in.

“He was nicely dressed and he had on a beautiful blue blazer and 
white tie; it was obviously important to him, and obviously he had 
his chest full of service medals. The students were very respectful 
from the very beginning,” she says.

Not only respectful, but captivated.
“His presentation was so passionate and connected the kids to 

a real story, and they were so interested,” says Calvert. “When he 
spoke you could hear a pin drop, and that says a lot for Grade 10 
students.”

She says Hendery told them about how he got to know the 
young men he took into his landing craft on D-Day, and how 
eventually he had to let the door down and let them all out.

But his stories weren’t all sad.
“He told them about when his landing craft was going through 

the Suez Canal and it was so hot that they broke an egg on the 
deck and they could fry it,” says Calvert.

“I think he was made to be a teacher,” she says. “He was so 
comfortable, and he had them laughing.”

She says he certainly taught her a thing or two about teaching 
history.

Her school is more than 100 years old and has a cenotaph with 
the names of 35 students who fought and died in the Second 
World War.

One day, she says Hendery turned to her and asked if she knew 
the stories behind those names.

“And I said, you know I walk by them every day, but I don’t 
know their stories …”

So she challenged her students to help her do some digging. 
The project was a huge hit and she’s never taught history the same 
ever since.

“No matter what else I do in the classroom, I make sure to 
include authentic stories.”

She says she’ll always be indebted to Hendery and the Memory 
Project for that. 

Pam Calvert, a teacher at Oakville Trafalgar High School, introduced Lt.-
Commander Gordon Hendery to her Grade 10 history class. They were 
mesmerized the moment the WWII naval veteran of Juno Beach walked 
into the classroom and began telling them of his experiences in the war. 
(courtesy pam calvert)

For more information on the Memory Project 
or to join their speakers bureau and have the 
opportunity to share your stories with others, call 
toll-free 1-866-701-1867 or visit their website at  
www.thememoryproject.com.

A Royal Canadian Navy landing craft heads toward Juno Beach as part 
of the D-Day invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. Landing craft are 
flat-bottomed boats that are used to convey a landing force (infantry 
and vehicles) from the sea to the shore during an amphibious assault. 
Because of the need to run up onto a suitable beach, many landing 
craft are designed with a flat front, often with a lowerable ramp, rather 
than a normal bow. This also makes them difficult to control and very 
uncomfortable in rough seas. The control point is normally situated at the 
extreme rear of the vessel as are the engines. (nac/pa-132790)
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So you think you know your military history? Well, think again!

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of our At Ease feature, a collection of 
military trivia and humour. The answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.  

Good luck! Your input is welcome! Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

1. Francophone pilots objected 
to the English-language word 
“mayday” as a distress signal. 

This is ironic. Why?

2. Whose Victoria Cross 
was repurchased by the 

British government for eight 
shillings?

3. Which major military base is 
closest to Ottawa?

4. What is the connection 
between the Victoria Crosses 

of Milton Gregg and Filip 
Konowal?

5. What is unique about the 
VC awarded to LCdr. G.B. 

Roope?

6. Under the Versailles Treaty, 
which specific German 
aircraft had priority in 
seizure as reparations?

7. Which of the major Second 
World War powers was NOT 

a signatory to the Geneva 
Convention? 

8. Which town changed 
hands most times during the 

US Civil War?
9. What type of German capital 

ship was the Graf Zeppelin?

10. To the British, this WWII 
graffiti character was known 
as “Chad,” to the Australians 

it was “Foo.” What was his 
Canadian identity?
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In the skies over Libya: 
Wartime exploits of an ace pilot

by Donna Tillotson

 
In the desert skies of North Africa, “Stocky” Edwards piloted his obsolete 

Kittyhawk fighter against the best of the German Luftwaffe — and won!

LAST MONTH, WE HEARD  
about James “Stocky” Edwards’s 
experiences when he first battled 
Rommel’s Messerschmitts in the skies 
over Libya in 1942. But his story did 
not end there. 

L iving in the desert was dif-
ficult with khamsins, violent 

sandstorms caused by hot desert 
wind. Anytime one of these storms 
would sweep over the Allied base, 
all the planes would be grounded. 
Hiding from the khamsins’ strong 
winds proved futile, with the wind 
snapping tent poles, taking down 
walls and still carrying dry electrical 
charges in their wake. Still, the pilots 
dealt with these challenges. One 
advantage of the flat, dry terrain, 
however, was that, as battle lines changed, the base could easily 
move accordingly. Edwards experienced no less than 28 new base 
camp locations during his tenure in North Africa.

“We had to pack everything up and transport it routinely. 
Everything essential would fit into our kit bag. One truck would 
go ahead and would be there when we landed. They would create a 
basic camp, and level a landing ground for the planes to touch down 
on. A few days later the rest of what we had would arrive — cots 
and mattresses, food and water. And then 10 days later we would 
pack everything up again,” Edwards recalled of his squadron’s 
nomadic lifestyle. 

Edwards found this way of life simple and practical. He wore 
long pants, desert boots, and used a horsehide he found to stretch 
over his cot to keep the cold from creeping into his bones during 
the cold desert nights. Only one quart of water was provided to 

each man daily. Edwards, who was 
just 20 years old at the time, wasn’t 
yet shaving regularly, providing 
him with more water than others — 
though nowhere near enough for 
him to have a proper bath. Clothes 
were washed with gasoline, which 
worked like dry cleaning fluid, and 
the desert heat left the clothes dry 
and odourless.

“It was a very clean way of living. 
We were usually about 20 miles in 
from the ocean. There were camps 
set up along the water by the Italians, 
but they had flies and dead bodies 
that smelled. 

“We always had food and water, 
although not much. You’d have to 
reuse the water to clean your mouth, 
so we all had bad teeth. But we never 

ate much — you just didn’t back then — we were all lean,” the 
ace explained.

After only a few months in the desert holding off the Germans 
with mixed success, No. 94 Squadron was ordered out of the line. 
The most experienced half-dozen pilots, however, were asked to 
stay and join No. 260 Squadron; Edwards was one of them. At this 
point Edwards had flown 16 operational sorties and he was flying 
the riskier task of top cover, instead of close cover. For the first 
time the Kittyhawks were carrying bombs on their strafing mission, 
hitting the Germans with all possible ordnance in an effort to turn 
the tide. Edwards had now mastered the Kittyhawk, and his credo 
in the air became “To fly and do my job, and to live and fly again.” 
He was aggressive, but not reckless.

During the summer months of 1942, the Allies were struggling 
to contain the eastward German advances as Rommel broke 

Flight Lieutenant James F. “Stocky” Edwards, DFC, DFM was 
born in Battleford, Saskatchewan in 1921. After graduating 

from high school in 1940, Edwards hitchhiked the 100 miles to 
Saskatoon and signed up at the RCAF recruiting station. As part 
of Royal Air Force No. 94 Squadron, Edwards served in North 

Africa as part of the Western Desert campaign. (james edwards)
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through the front line from Gazala 
to Bir Hacheim, and quickly sur-
rounded Tobruk. 

Edwards and his squadron were 
flying sorties twice daily. On one 
operation Edwards shot down and 
killed the Luftwaffe ace Otto “Eins, 
Zwei, Drei” Schulz, who was credited 
with 51 victories. Without pause, the 
Germans’ armoured columns were 
approaching Cairo and Alexandria, 
and a state of panic had befallen the 
exhausted Allied pilots. 

The turning point came at El 
Alamein, where the British troops 
were able to finally halt the Axis 
advance. Although Tobruk was 
surrounded, Rommel was unable 
to capture this key port city. This 
created a long and vulnerable supply 
trail to the German front-line troops. 
The Axis’ logistics had stretched too 
far, thereby weakening their advance. 

When the battle in El Alamein 
began, No. 260 Squadron was based in Alexandria, some 100 
kilometres behind the raging conflict. Exhausted by months of 
continuous battle, the pilots were only able to refuel physically 
and mentally in brief, fleeting moments. 

In the desert, experience and skill counted for more than rank. 
At the time, Edwards was still a sergeant, but he was leading 
operational sorties and found other men looking to him for 
guidance. A few months later he would jump several ranks when 
commissioned as a flight lieutenant, but it didn’t mean much real 
change in his responsibilities. 

During the second phase of the battle of El Alamein in Octo-

ber 1942, No. 260 Squadron was 
fully immersed in a 20-day offensive 
battle, which contributed to the final 
reversal of the Axis advance.

It would still require months of 
fighting to finally lead the Allies 
back into Libya and Tunisia. The 
Americans had finally entered the 
North African theatre, with landings 
in Algeria. This opened a second 
front against the Axis forces in 
Tunisia, which led to their eventual 
surrender in May 1943. Edwards flew 
until the end of the North African 
campaign, completing nearly 200 
operational sorties.

“I flew with the RAF although 
there were a few of us that were 
Canadian. When we were in Tunisia 
they gave our leaders leave to go back 
to England to visit family and loved 
ones. On their way back they were 
shot down over the Bay of Biscay, so 
suddenly we had no leaders. We were 

all promoted and separated,” explained Edwards of the bittersweet 
conclusion of hostilities in North Africa.

From Tunisia Edwards traveled to Egypt to train pilots on the 
Kittyhawk, then returned to operational duty in Italy. He would 
achieve the rank of wing commander before flying in support of the 
D-Day landings. At this point, many soldiers had switched to flying 
the legendary Spitfires, which were more agile in the air. Younger 
than most of the men he was commanding, Edwards nevertheless 
took on the leadership role with great vigour.

“With D-Day I was commanding four squadrons. What I 
found was that if you get the men to like you, then they’ll go to 

“In the desert, experience and skill 
counted for more than rank. At the 
time, Edwards was still a sergeant, 

but he was leading operational 
sorties and found other men looking 

to him for guidance”

ABOVE: In 2009 James “Stocky” Edwards had the opportunity 
to climb into the back cockpit of the Vintage Wings of Canada’s 
Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk fighter, painted with the same markings 

as the one Edwards flew in WWII, with pilot Dave Hadfield. 
According to Hadfield, when Edwards took over during the flight, 
his years of experience shone through with the confidence and 
ease with which the veteran ace pilot took hold of the controls. 
“He’s tuned-in, he’s on-target, and he’s 88,” said Hadfield. (eric 
dumigan, vintage wings of canada)  TOP INSET: Aerial image of a 

Luftwaffe airbase in the North African desert, circa 1941.
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by Donna Tillotson

Hanging up the skates 
in favour of serving his 
country

the ends of the earth for you. It’s a universal 
rule of war,” explains Edwards. Bringing his 
wartime experience full circle to the present 
day, Edwards reflected on the recent downfall 
of the former Libyan president. 

“I think it’s the same with Gadhafi, that’s 
why people followed him and fought for him. 
I don’t agree with him or what he did, but 
he gave them a regime to believe in and fight 
for. He was a man of his people.”

Edwards would complete the war with a tally of 19 victories, 
two shared kills, 6.5 probables, 17 damaged and 12 enemy aircraft 
destroyed on the ground. He would fly 373 sorties in total and 
go on to share his experience with legions of troops throughout 
his post-war air force career. He is Canada’s highest-scoring living 
ace.  

A young James Francis “Stocky” Edwards grew up during 
the Great Depression in Battleford, Saskatchewan. 
With the prairie tract hit hard by drought and wheat 

farmers struggling to survive financially, he still aspired to “make 
something of himself.” For a teenage boy who was active in 
sports, the best way to do this was through honing his hockey 
skills. Displaying talent and dedication, he was invited to try 
out for the Chicago Black Hawks, but his hockey dreams were 
put on hold when war broke out in Europe. 

Fresh out of high school, Edwards and his friends all desired 
to go to war. Many of them joined the RCAF as fighter pilots, 
heading off to fight for their country. It was an era when heroes 
could be made of young men willing to go to war. 

Edwards achieved great personal success during WWII, 
rising to the rank of wing commander. He flew combat sorties 
in North Africa, Italy and over the D-Day beaches. While at 
war, he never truly gave up his love of hockey, but his lack of 
conditioning and playing experience set back his chances for 
a professional career. 

“When I first arrived in England I was in Newcastle; they 
had this ice rink held up by big, wooden pillars. I wrote my 
mom and asked her to send me my skates. I thought it would 
be nice to skate while I was there. But of course the mail was 
slow and backed up so I didn’t receive my skates until months 
later. And by that time, I was in the desert. I remember receiv-
ing them thinking, what am I going to do with these here?” 
explained Edwards.

After completing his operational flying tour of duty, Edwards 
took up hockey again, training with professional teams in 

Winnipeg and Calgary. But a lack of practice proved physically 
straining on the now well-decorated pilot. During this time he 
would be awarded both the British Distinguished Flying Cross 
& Bar and the Canadian Distinguished Flying Medal. 

During his time, Edwards was never shot down by an 
enemy plane, although he did survive one crash in the Italian 
mountains due to engine failure.

Edwards would continue his service with the RCAF until 
after unification in 1967, retiring from the Forces in 1972 
with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. During his career he flew 
Vampires, Sabres and CF-100s. Edwards was a key player in 
the post-war air force, using his experience and leadership to 
train new pilots. In 2004, he was honoured with the Order of 
Canada for his contribution during the war.

Since retirement, Edwards and his wife Toni have resided 
in Comox, British Columbia. Demonstrating another well-
developed skill, Edwards has produced a large collection of 
wartime art, creating oil paintings of the planes he flew in the 
Second World War. 

Following the war, James “Stocky” Edwards would develop his 
creative side, becoming an accomplished painter. This is one of his 
painting, featuring a bald eagle returning to its nest. (painting by james 
edwards)

LEFT:  James Edwards stands by his tent somewhere in the desert, 1942. 
ABOVE:  Edwards, 88 at the time and seated in the back cockpit, gets 
ready to take over control of the Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk from Vintage 
Wings pilot Dave Hadfield as they head out over the picturesque Ottawa 
Valley in September 2009. (eric dumigan, vintage wings of canada)
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H ard to believe in this day and age that women in the 
forces serve anywhere in the world where men rou-
tinely go about their sometimes hazardous business. 
But in World War II, at least in the Royal Canadian 

Air Force’s photography unit, lady air corporal photographers were 
forbidden to leave England to go across the channel to France or 
elsewhere to take routine or combat pictures. Maybe that’s how 
they were thought of — as ladies who must be kept out of harm’s 
way. 

Not only that, but they could never be promoted to officer and 
above rank, says ex-Sergeant Irene Ogilvie  — she got promoted 
— of her wartime service.  

(Times have changed. Canada’s first casualty in Afghanistan 
was Captain Nichola Goddard, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, 
who was killed May 17, 2006. Her head was sticking out of the 
armoured vehicle she was commanding as it rumbled down the 
road when her LAV III was hit by two rocket-propelled grenades.) 

Not much out of her teens in World War II, Irene Ogilvie found 
herself in England, having followed her mother and her business-
man father from Canada who was working there. It was 1942. 

“I went round to the recruiting office and asked, what have 
you got? They mentioned photography among other things and I 
said I’ll take that. It should be interesting. I didn’t know anything 
about photography.”

It was interesting. She went on course and learned how to take 
pictures, how to develop the negatives,  how to print the results, 
how to lug around the cumbersome antique Speed Graffic press 
camera.

What did she shoot? “Whenever a ship landed from Canada, I 
and my classmates would take batches and batches of pictures for 
the hometown newspapers.”

Did she photograph any celebrities? “I may have, but I don’t 
know. I think I took a shot of Buzz Beurling  once, but I was only 
told that.” Beurling is the famous Canadian ace fighter pilot, who 
gained fame for shooting down 31 enemy aircraft while serving with 
the RAF and RCAF. And Irene didn’t have time to stop and record 
names. Although mostly stationed in England, she sometimes was 
sent to Scotland.

Eventually, there was a need for wedding pictures, as Canadians 
were marrying and eventually bringing home their war brides. 
Marrying was contagious. Irene fell in love herself, with a Canadian 
Spitfire pilot. 

“He was shot down in flames over France, I was told. His com-
manding officer had to tell me that, as far as he knew, my fiancé 
couldn’t have survived. He told me he must be dead. We had a 
date to go to a musical. I had the tickets. He didn’t show up. I was 
furious at the time. What I didn’t know until much later was that 
the Dutch picked him up and took him unconscious to hospital. 
He was badly burned when he crashed. But he won the DFC.

“Six months later he surprised me. He was alive and mostly well. 
In England he found me and ran into my arms. We got married 
in 1946 and I got to be a housewife in Canada for 35 years until 
he died.” 

e

by John P. Maclean

Making Memories: 
 One photo at a time

Irene Ogilvie joined the RCAF in the Second World War and served as a 
photographer in England, learning everything about photography. 
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compiled by 

Les Peate

Veterans’ news & views

to the UN effort took place in Korea some 
30 months before the first Canadian Korean 
War contingents arrived.

CAVUNP now has an increasingly 
important role to play on behalf of veterans. 
The traditional veterans — those from 
WWII and Korea — are rapidly dying 
out (even the ‘young guys’ from Korea 
are entering their eighties) and, although 
non-specific organizations such as the Royal 
Canadian Legion, the ANAF Veterans in 
Canada and the National Council of Vet-
erans Associations in Canada continue to 
press for our interests, many of the older 
groups are, in effect, passing the torch to 
our younger comrades. I am pleased to 
receive a great deal of information from 
CAVUNP — sometimes directly but often 
via sources such as ANAF Vets or my great 
friend and humanitarian Billy Willbond. A 

L ast month I erred, by referring to the 
Canadian Association of Volunteers in 

UN Peacekeeping. The correct title should 
be Canadian Veterans and I apologize to 
this excellent organization. CAVUNP 
works hard for veterans, and includes mem-
bers of the armed forces as well as police 
officers who have proudly sported the blue 
beret (and, indeed, some veterans who took 
part in UN peacekeeping activities before 
the distinctive headgear was instituted).

Canada’s peacekeeping record is out-
standing, and even before the turn of the 
century Canadians had participated in over 
30 UN operations, and over a hundred 
had given their lives. Many Korea veterans 
(including members of the six infantry 
battalions and their supporting units who 
qualify as UN peacekeepers) may not be 
aware that the first Canadian contribution 

tip of the hat (in my case a green beret, as 
I left Korea too soon to qualify for a blue 
one) to CAVUNP — and keep up the 
good work.

The United Nations Charter (October 
1945) defines the purposes of the organiza-
tion: “To maintain international peace 
and security, to develop friendly relations 
among nations, to achieve international 
co-operation in solving economic, social, 
cultural and humanitarian problems and 
in promoting respect for human rights and 
basic freedoms, to be a centre for harmoniz-
ing the actions of nations in attaining these 
common goals.”

STILL HITTING THE 
HANDICAPPED!
On a couple of occasions I mentioned the 
Disability Tax Credit, which is available 
to Canadians who are affected by a wide 
range of physical and/or psychological dis-
abilities, including many VAC-pensionable 
conditions. The tax credit (in my case a 
little over $1,300 annually with a back-date 
payment of about $11,000) is distinct from 
and not affected by VAC pension payments.

What burns me is that a Winnipeg com-
pany is cashing in on what is a completely 
free service. I recently saw a full-page ad 
in a national newspaper from these guys. 
If they can afford an ad that size it would 
appear that they are taking a fairly hefty cut 
for their services. The bottom line is that 
anyone who feels they may be eligible can 
simply contact Revenue Canada (CRA) for 
the form T-2201 (Disability Tax Credit 

e

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF VETERANS IN 
UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING

CAVUNP members — young and old — gather at a memorial celebration. (cavunp alberta)
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Application), have it completed by a doctor 
or practitioner, and mail it to CRA. And I’m 
not charging a cent — this information is 
provided free of charge as part of the “Old 
Guard” service!

MORE DISTINGUISHED 
VETERANS
Minister of Veterans Affairs Steven Blaney 
recently honoured a number of veterans 
and their supporters in Western Canada 
with the Minister of Veterans Affairs Award. 
From Winnipeg Ronald Anderson, Barry 
Burns and Raymond Sawchuk were hon-
oured. Saskatchewan recipients included 
Jasmine McGuin, Gerald Tait and Audrey 
Wiberg, while Michael Detheridge, Bruce 
Henwood, Dale Lamoureux, Alvin Mac-
Farlane, Patrick Morgan, Gerald Morrison 
and Karen Storwick represented Alberta. 
British Columbia recipients were John 
Bishop, Velma Emberly, Barbara Fosdick, 
Earle Fraser, Jack Frazer, Sandi Greenfield, 
Beverly Himes, Roy Kawamoto, Kelly 
Kwong, Bob Maley, Robert Morrison, Syd 
Pratt, Gerard Ratchford, James Shackleton 

and William Whalen. 

DÉJÀ VU (OR WE’VE BEEN 
HERE BEFORE!)
THE STORY: A recent report from the 
UK indicates that, due to defence spending 
cuts, about 5,000 naval ratings are likely to 
become redundant.

The Royal Australian Navy is sending 
a team to Britain to recruit many of the 
laid-off sailors. Australia now has only 
enough submariners to man two of its six 
submarines, and despite reports that the RN 
will keep its subs, a number of submariners 
have received their pink slips.

Concerns have been raised that there 
may be a resurgence of the Falklands War, 
following reports of increased sabre-rattling 
by Argentina. Admiral Sir John Woodward 
(commander in the 1982 Falklands War) 
repeatedly warned that cuts to the Royal 
Navy would leave Britain helpless to resist 
another invasion of the islands.

DÉJÀ VU: I seem to remember some years 
ago that Canada made an arrangement 

Honourable Steven Blaney (seated at the centre) presented the Minister of Veterans Affairs 
Commendation Award to 13 citizens from Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Seated L to R: 

Jasmine McGuin, Karen Storwick, Audrey Wiberg, Gerald Tait. Standing L to R: Dale Lamoureux, 
Patrick Morgan, Michael Detheridge, Bruce Henwood, Ronald Anderson, Gerald Morrison, Raymond 

Sawchuk, Barry Burns, Alvin MacFarlane. (veterans affairs canada)

HMS Illustrious’ ship’s 
company attends a 

rededication ceremony in 
the hanger whilst at sea off 

the coast of the UK. Will 
some of these sailors will 
find themselves in a Royal 
Australian Navy uniform in 
the near future? (la (phot) 

dean nixon, royal navy)
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with New Zealand. Either we 
had vessels but insufficient crews 
and the Kiwis had the crews but 
not enough ships — or was it 
vice-versa? I was a poor ignorant 
pongo at the time. Could some 
kind ex-matelot advise me?

THE STORY: A report in the 
Ottawa Citizen described an 
awfully expensive (and probably 
unnecessary) updating of the 
office of the Deputy Minister of 
National Defence, at a time when 
the guys in the field are being 
encouraged to tighten their belts. I won’t 
go into this further as I’m sure that our 
editor will have something to say in his 
“Hits and Misses” column.

DÉJÀ VU: A similar case occurred almost 
two decades ago. It was exposed in this 
magazine (together with other suspicious 
factors) and as a result we were virtually 
blacklisted by senior military and DND 
officials to the extent that Esprit de Corps 
almost went under. Happily, things have 
changed since those dark days to the 

extent that interviews with senior military 
and political figures are regular features in 
our pages.

THE STORY: Jeremy Swanson (a great 
source of military odds-and-ends items) 
sent me a report of a use of the Supermarine 
Spitfire Mark IX which was probably not 
envisioned by designer R.J. Mitchell. It 
appears that bomb racks — a modification 
to the Spit — could be adapted to carry kegs 
of beer. This innovation helped maintain 
morale at forward airfields in Normandy 

after D-Day. Apparently, never 
had so many people watched the 
aircraft landing with such in-
tensity. (Apparently, too, high 
altitude flight was encouraged as 
it kept the brew cooler!)

DÉJÀ VU: While serving at 
Gagetown, the RCAF Reserve 
conducted several ‘training’ 
flights to Summerside, PEI. By 
coincidence, these were usually 
following by lobster dinner nights 
in many of the officers’ messes. 
(Sadly, those of us “below the 

salt” had to make do with our field rations.)

TOO OLD TO CUT THE 
MUSTARD?
This is dedicated to our many readers of 
my age who may think that they are past it.

• Field Marshal Radetsky (the Strauss 
march guy!) won the battle of Novara at age 
81, and remained in command of Austria’s 
Italian front for another nine years.

• Charles Surrugue, a Franco-Prussian 
War vet, joined up at age 76 in 1914 as a 
sapper and was discharged in 1919. 

General Johan Radetzky von Radetz (1766 – 1858), a Czech nobleman 
and Austrian general, was immortalized by Johann Strauss’ Radetzky 
March. Radetzky was in the military for over 70 years, until his death 

at age 91, and is known for the victories at the Battles of Custoza 
(1848) and Novara (1849) during the First Italian War of Independence. 

(“field marshal radetzky at the battle of novara” by adam albrecht)
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I t is with deep regret and sadness that we mark the 
passing of Norman “Guthrie” Woods, a long-time contributor, 
advertiser and friend of the Esprit de Corps family. Guthrie died 
suddenly on Saturday, January 14, 2012 at his home in Stitts-
ville, Ontario, at the age of 80. 

For more than 110 years, the Woods family have been 
producing quality products for the Canadian military. It was 
the Woods Manufacturing Company that provided Canadian 
soldiers with their first water-repellent tents in 1898, and they 
provided the Canadian Expeditionary Force with sleeping bags 
and gas masks during World War I. 

Well established in the City of Ottawa, the Woods family 
has a close affiliation with the Governor General’s Foot Guards, 
with several generations having proudly served in their ranks. 
After graduating from Ashbury College and Trinity College, 
Guthrie followed in his father’s and grandfather’s footsteps by 
serving as a commissioned officer in the Foot Guards. 

Thus began a lifelong career in the manufacturing business, 
with a focus on products made specifically for the Canadian 
military. When Esprit de Corps Magazine was founded in 1988, 
Guthrie Woods was one of the first advertisers to support our 
publication. Over the next 23 years, Guthrie became not only 
our longest-running client, but also frequently contributed 
articles and book reviews. 

More importantly, Guthrie was always available to offer us 
his guidance, inspiration and moral support. His frequent — and 
usually unannounced — visits to our office will be sadly missed. 
Our long friendship with Guthrie Woods has allowed us the 

opportunity to meet his wife Christine and watch his three 
sons — Gus, Patrick and Tim — grow from boys to men. All 
three proudly followed their father’s lead and served with the 
Governor General’s Foot Guards.

Guthrie may be gone, but he will never be forgotten as his 
legend lives on in our hearts, and the Woods family legacy of 
service to the Canadian military continues unabated.   

Guthrie Woods 

Aug. 20, 1931 ~ Jan. 14, 2012

A friend, supporter and leader 
in the military community will 

always be remembered for 
setting the bar high

by Scott Taylor

In this Canadian Press photo from June 1952, Britain’s defence minister, 
Earl Alexander, inspects a Governor General’s Foot Guards guard of 
honour, under the command of Lieutenant Guthrie Woods, following his 
arrival in Ottawa. (canadian press from national defence)
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C rack in the Armor is a personal 
and subjective story, one police 

officer’s guide to surviving post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and given from the perspective of a 
former Emergency Task Force (ETF) 
member who has “been there and 
done that.” 

This book can be looked at in a 
number of ways: (A) as a cautionary 
tale for the individual or the police 
service; (B) as one man’s cookbook 

for the survival of an often fatal “disease”; and/or (C) as a book 
about one man’s fight against serious odds. In the end, I am not 
sure it really matters what the reader’s take is. It is a fine book, 
and a good read. 

It doesn’t take much empathetic skill to find yourself emotionally 
involved with the author as the storyline moves in a linear timeline. 
It takes you from the heights of Jimmy’s career as a leader of an 
ETF gun team, to the descent of the hell-like realities of PTSD 
or operational stress injury (OSI), and onwards to his heroic rise 
from the ashes of his life.

Technically, the author has been very careful to know who he 
is: a survivor of PTSD. Conversely, he is not portraying himself 
as a psychological clinician, as he has carefully given a chapter to 
someone who is competent to speak in the areas where he lacks the 
credentials (e.g., Chapter 8 “The Dr. Says” and others). Further, 
Bremner has made sure that his description of his trauma symptoms 
relate to the overall major concepts of PTSD, such as withdrawal, 

avoidance and re-experiencing. His tales relating to these symptoms 
are both powerful and compelling. 

I complement him on his research as I know of many of his refer-
ences, such as Judith Herman and Col. David Groseman. Judith 
Herman made it clear in her book that combat-related trauma 
is not the No. 1 cause of PTSD. Sexual assault is. But I digress.

This is a well-crafted book for almost any level of reader. I intend 
for some of my PTSD patients to read it. I thank the author for 
sharing such intimacy. 

~ reviewed by Capt. Rob Tyler 

  Crack in the Armor: A Police Officer’s Guide to 
Surviving Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder by Jimmy 
Bremner, with Connie Adair. Published by Bremner 
Associates in 2010, includes 163 pages, some images, 
index. ISBN: 9780986695704. Softcover: $24.95

by Capt. Rob Tyler

A police officer in Toronto’s elite 
tactical unit candidly speaks about his 
post-traumatic stress disorder

e

Jim Bremner served as a member of Toronto’s elite Emergency Task 
Force, but his life began to unravel after killing a man who had been 

holding a gun to the head of an emergency-room doctor on New Year’s 
Eve, 1999, at St. Michael’s Hospital. He now teaches Toronto police 

officers on how to deal with the stress of drawing their weapons. His self-
published book Crack in the Armor is available at  

www.bremnerassociates.com.
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It was a universe not of our making, nor of our choosing. Yet is 
was beautiful and deceptively peaceful in German Silesia that 
Christmas Eve in 1944. For a brief moment the moon was 

alone and silent in the night sky. It softly and kindly illuminated 
the blanket of snow that hugged our barbed wire and the guard 
towers as we few survivors of aerial battles, some as long as five 
years ago, remembered distant homes and better times.

Suddenly, the quiet night was shattered by the foreboding wail 
of sirens, soon followed by the ugly sounds of exploding flak and 
bombs as Bomber Command and the Luftwaffe were taking, and 
losing, young lives and killing or maiming hundreds in their homes 
while sickening us with a revulsion against all who worshiped the 
same God yet saw fit to continue the slaughter even on his birthday.

We all longed to be home with the war a receding memory, yet 
there was little or no animosity towards the Luftwaffe flak gunners 
or fighters who were up there killing our comrades while defending 
their homeland.

We were all victims of man’s insanity. In a way we pitied them. 
We believed they were fighting a losing and hopeless battle. And 
they had it so much worse than we. We in Bomber Command were 
excused further operations on the completion of 60 — a fond hope 
when the life expectancy was only five — but they had to go on 
until they found “the hero’s death.” 

Numerous were the obituaries of those who did. Here are two: 
Helmut Lent, in his Messerschmitt 110, destroyed 110 of our 
bombers over several years before he found the Hero’s Death in 
October 1944. And Heinz-Wolfgang Schnaufer, who fought 164 

night battles in an Me 110, destroyed 121 of our bombers, and 
survived the war only to be killed in a car accident. 

These two men killed some 1,500 of us. Men, boys really, like 
these caused us grievous losses, like the night of March 30/31, 
1944 when on a Nuremberg raid, they destroyed 94 of 705 
bombers, killing 658 of 4,935 aircrew.

In the end we prevailed, at enormous cost to us and even greater 
cost to them, but what did we learn? This Christmas our highly 
flawed species remains at war.

For me, it all seemed so sad when in 1957 I met and became 
friends with the German who shot me down in March 1943. I felt 
that both of us were flanked by the ghosts of lost comrades, created 
by the inability of our victorious veterans of WWI to prevent inept 
politicians from setting the stage for WWII and robbing the world 
of the promise of the war-to-end-all-wars.

In wars it is the military that creates, and endures, the greatest 
sufferings. So, in those countries where individual rights are 
cherished and where civil authorities control the military, is it not 
the responsibility of less-restricted veterans associations to speak 
for the concerns of the military that has such an enormous stake in 
world peace, and to ensure that they get at least as much attention 
as commercial and political interests? 

e

Christmas Eve 1944 ... 
and afterthoughts

by George Sweanor

Although the Allied bombing squadrons had many successes, they often 
came with a heavy price — the life expectancy of the crew was only five 
missions. The same was true for the boys and men of the Luftwaffe. With 
no sign of the crew bailing, the Halifax bomber pictured above goes down 
with the fuel tanks of both wings ruptured and on fire. (nac/pl-144284)
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implemented it is expected that it will be issued to members of Joint 
Task Force Two (JTF2), the Canadian Special Operations Regiment 
(CSOR) and any others who may be engaged in urban warfare.

The total cost involved in the design, development and testing 
of CUEPAT is only around $30,000.

Cramer’s interest in camouflage continues on other fronts. 
Currently in development is adaptive camouflage that changes its 
colour, shape and brightness. Smartcamo is a low-powered material 
that, with the flip of a switch, a combatant can adjust the camouflage 
to suit his particular environment. The price per unit is about 
$1,000 and this may be cost-prohibitive for boots-on-the-ground, 
but Cramer is convinced that governments will gladly spend about 
$20,000 to protect a multi-million dollar tank.

He condemns what he believes is highly inflated price fixing 
on the part of his competitors. Comparable adaptive camouflage 
produced by others is sold for about $15,000 per soldier and can 
only be issued to a select group of warriors. Cramer believes that, as 
a result, the lives of military personnel are being sacrificed because of 
the lust for profit, and he is firmly committed to making his designs 
so cost-effective that all combat troops will be adequately protected.

Mathematics is a huge component of contemporary camouflage 
design; where patterns were once artistic designs they now require 
intense scientific applications. It is necessary to interpret what 
the brain sees, says Cramer. Effective new camouflage tells the 
subconscious mind to ignore concealed objects and to conclude, 
“I’ve seen this before, and don’t waste time on it.”

The most exciting concept is camouflage known as Quantum 
Stealth. It is able to bend light in such a fashion that backgrounds 
are placed in front of a target to provide effective concealment. 
Cramer will not divulge details about this development, but will 
say that last November he travelled to the U.S. Special Operations 
Command (SOCOM) in Tampa, Florida, where he met with civil-
ians and military officers who were impressed with the technology 
— and mighty pleased with the $100 per sheet, per soldier price.

“Light-bending camouflage and disruptive patterns that change 
with their environments have been in the works for six to seven 
years,” says Bob Balma, but to his knowledge there is nothing 
that is currently practicable. He has never met Guy Cramer but 
is aware of the HyperStealth Biotechnology website and some of 
the work the company is currently engaged in, but Balma believes 

HIDDEN IN PLAIN VIEW ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 19

that bendable and changeable camouflage will not be available for 
another decade. 

“There are a lot of people who are working to improve the 
lot of the individual soldier on the ground and it would be ideal 
if something would be as good as is claimed by this gentleman 
(Cramer),” concludes Balma.

Camouflage has come a long way. Guy Cramer alone has 
produced 10,000 patterns for more than two million military 
and emergency personnel and who knows what the future holds. 
Genghis Khan would have recognized the value of this tactical 
tool as do his modern counterparts, including specialist snipers 
in Afghanistan who relied on concealment for the success of their 
missions. 

LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS:
•  Camouflage exists naturally in both the plant and animal 

kingdoms. For example, the leopard’s coat is covered in spots, 
which are beneficial to animals that leap at their prey; stripes, 
on the other hand, are advantageous for hunters like tigers, 
which creep slowly towards their target.

•  During the American Civil War, the Confederate army 
used dummy cannons built from logs to deceive Union generals 
into believing that the number of rebel soldiers was greater 
than reality.

US Marine Corps snipers wear the Snow MARPAT camouflage pattern 
uniform that was codeveloped by HyperStealth’s CEO. (hyperstealth)
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for such units ashore have been reduced. Part of the decision to 
scale back on the project was due to cost, part because of the result 
of improvements in Canada’s strategic lift capability with the arrival 
of new aircraft and the lease of cargo ships.

“We recognize with the new C-17s, C-130Js and with the new 
full-time charter sealift we’ve been using in recent years that we’ve 
dramatically reduced the requirement we had when we launched 
JSS,” Mack noted.

He has said that the decision on whether to acquire a third 
ship would be based on the eventual price of the vessels and the 
funding available at the time to the Defence Department. But he 
added: “If we’re going to exercise an option for a third, we need 
to do it early.”

The new ships will be fitted so that command and control and 
other additional equipment to support ground forces ashore could 

be added at a later date. “We’ll build in the design margins so we’ve 
got flexibility when needed,” Mack added. 

According to the NSPS, the Joint Support Ship is a critical component for 
achieving success in both international and domestic missions. Built by 
Seaspan, the first of the two ships is to be delivered in 2017. The ships 
will increase the range and endurance of naval task groups, permitting 
them to remain at sea for significant periods of time without returning to 
port for replenishment. The JSS will replace the two existing Protecteur-
class auxiliary oiler replenishment (AOR) vessels.  
ABOVE LEFT:  One contending design is the Berlin-class from Thyssen-
Krupp Marine Systems, like the FGS Frankfurt-am-Main. (brian burnell)
ABOVE RIGHT:  The other contending design is that of Navantia S.A.’s 
Cantabria-class AOR, an enlarged 19,500-ton version of the Patino-class 
replenishment ship. 
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HITS & MISSES ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

Despite Hillier’s sky-high public profile, which originated 
with his telegenic press conferences during the 1998 Quebec-
Ontario ice storm, it still took over three years following his 
stellar uniformed career to warrant his inclusion to the Order 
of Canada club.

That said, it would seem that the rush to heap more medals 
on poor old Charlie Bouchard has more to do with the Harper 
government’s own desire to paint the Libyan campaign as a 
military victory than it does the good general’s martial prowess. 

Hollowing out that victory faster than Harper’s spin-doctors 
can gloss it over with medals and baubles are none other than 
the ex-rebel, pro-democracy militias in Libya.

Two months after the brutal execution of the Libyan 
leader and over four months since Gadhafi was pronounced 

PUBLISHER’S LETTER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 toppled, sporadic fighting continues across the country. The 
widely disparate tribal factions that united to oust Gadhafi 
have refused to disarm and are now battling each other for a 
share of the spoils. 

After a major firefight between two militia groups in 
Tripoli last week, Mustafa Abdul-Jalil, the interim leader of 
the National Transitional Council, had to concede that Libya 
remains on the brink of a civil war. According to Abdul-Jalil, 
the two options available to him are to either have the fledgling 
national security force attempt to disarm the militias and “put 
the Libyans in a military confrontation, which we don’t accept. 
Or we split, and there will be civil war.” 

As neither of those options precludes further senseless 
bloodshed in Libya, one has to wonder what medal Harper will 
next present to Bouchard in the Conservative government’s 
ongoing attempt to polish an ever-stinkier turd. 

Canadian Environmental Network, KAIROS, and many others 
have seen their decades-long sources of funding from the 
Canadian government abruptly cut off.

The aim here is not to discuss whether these organizations 
should receive federal funding in the first place or whether the 
decision to make cuts was politically motivated (although it 
likely was). Rather, the point is that, in light of these changes, 
renewed funding for an organization such as the Conference of 
Defence Associations in 2012 would represent a double standard 
for the government. Nor should the CDA accept an agreement 

COMMENTARY ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 that will cloud its independence by letting the Department of 
National Defence foot their bill.

There is nothing inherently bad about lobbying and interest 
groups. They provide a number of informed points of view for 
the government to consider, allowing for better decisions to 
be made. However, these groups must be separate from the 
government and be allowed to compete equally for the ear of 
elected officials and public support.

Many advocacy organizations, including the Rideau Institute, 
have chosen to trade the possibility of federal funding for the 
freedom to pursue particular policy goals. The Conference of 
Defence Associations should do the same. 

Answers to the trivia questions on page 31: 1) “Mayday” was adopted as the phonetic pronunciation of “M’aidez” or 
“Help me” in French.  2) James Collis was deprived of his VC on conviction for bigamy. It had to be returned, but Collis 
had pawned it. The War Office was forced to cough up eight shillings to redeem it.  3) Fort Drum, New York (home 
of the 10th Mountain Division) is 15 kilometres closer to Ottawa than Petawawa.  4) Both medals were stolen from 
museums.  5) The first VC of WWII, it was also the only award recommended by the enemy. LCdr. Roope commanded 
HMS Glowworm, which was sunk in a suicidal attack on the German cruiser Hipper, whose commander recommended 
the award. FLt. Trigg of the RNZAF was awarded his VC solely on enemy testimony after a U-boat attack in which his 
plane was destroyed.  6) The Fokker D.VII fighter and all night bombers.  7) The United States.  8) Winchester, Virginia 
was captured and recaptured 16 times.  9) The Graf Zeppelin was Germany’s only aircraft carrier; it was launched but 
not completed, and never saw action.  10) Herbie, the ubiquitous face that was usually accompanied by “Wot? No …” 
(fill in the blanks!)

the annual John Diefenbaker Defender of Human Rights and 
Freedom Award last year, which was attended by many diplomats. 
The award honours individuals and groups from other countries 
who have shown exceptional courage and leadership in defending 
freedom — a subject very close to her heart.

Incidentally, Peter MacKay came across his new bride when he 
was still the Foreign Affairs minister, though they only started dating 
in 2010. Afshin-Jam had then come to Ottawa in 2007 to lobby 
on behalf of Nazanin Mahabad Fatehi who had been attacked by 

three men who tried to rape her and a cousin. Fatehi stabbed one, 
killing him in the process. She was consequently sentenced to death 
by an Iranian court.

The multitalented lady was moved by Ms. Fatehi’s plight, and 
used her activist platform to successfully campaign for her release 
— capturing the heart of a certain Nova Scotian in the process.

“I was impressed by her intelligence and commitment to help 
others,” said MacKay to his local newspaper, The New Glasgow 
News, after announcing their nuptials. “She is a very caring and 
compassionate person. I came to admire her kind heart and the fact 
that she loves children and animals.” 
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