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WWhen Canada’s combat role in Af-
ghanistan ended in July 2011, the media 
spotlight on that complex conflict was 
almost immediately switched off.

Despite the fact that Canada continues 
to contribute over 900 military personnel 
as trainers to the NATO-led coalition 
that is committed to Afghanistan until 
2014, it seems that we are anxious to 
distance ourselves as far as possible, as 
fast as possible, from what promises to 
be a dismal conclusion.

Over the past decade Canada’s Af-
ghanistan campaign has frequently been 
the subject of heated political debate. 
With our troops fighting and dying, 
drums-and-bugles pro-war cheerleaders 
insisted that the very sacrifice of our 
soldiers warranted our staying in the fight 
to garner our rightful place of honour in 
the eventual victory parade.

Adding his voice to that discussion 
was Chris Alexander, who was in Kabul 
between 2003 and 2009, first serving as 
Canada’s youngest ambassador and then 
as our diplomatic mission head in Kabul. 
When I first interviewed Alexander in 
2007, he was serving as the deputy 
chief of the United Nations mission in 
Afghanistan. I recall being amazed by his 
bubbling enthusiasm and alarmed at his 
delusional naïveté. 

At that stage of the war, the insurgency 
was rapidly expanding in southern Af-
ghanistan and violence across the country 
was increasing. Despite the warning 
signs and every day reality, Alexander 

ON TARGET?

was insistent that the media were too 
preoccupied with the fighting to see all 
the good news stories. In other words, 
we were reporting that the man’s pants 
were on fire, but neglecting to mention 
that he was wearing a spiffy new ball cap. 

That was almost six years ago, and by 
now the most wilfully blind are reporting 
that even the ball cap is now ablaze and 
things will only likely get worse when 
NATO pulls out in 2014. 

The original exit strategy for NATO 
was to rapidly increase the training and 
equipping of the Afghan national security 
forces. It is towards this objective that 
Canada has pledged to maintain its size-
able number of military trainers. 

However, those wily Afghan insur-
gents have altered their tactics. They 
understand how, that in the absence of 
virtually all administrative services over 
the past thirty years and the significant 
illiteracy rate among existing Afghan 
security forces, adequate background 
checks on new recruits is almost impos-
sible. 

Realizing this, there has been a 
deliberate campaign by Taliban zealots to 
infiltrate the ranks of the NATO-trained 
Afghan military and police, and at the 
first opportunity, they turn their weapons 
on their Western instructors. And the 
rash of so-named green-on-blue killings 
earlier this year led the U.S. to suspend 
a large portion of their joint Afghan 
operations. 
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The publisher’s letter in Volume 19 
Issue 9 (“On Target” October 2012) 
left me with the feeling that you had 

serious doubts that Gen. Tom Lawson is a 
good choice to be [the next] CDS. I felt you 
were trying to point out that his apparent lack 
of senior command experience could be a 
defect in how he addresses his upcoming 
challenges. I would point out that PM Harper 
had absolutely no ‘command’ experience 
when he appeared on the political scene, 
but despite that he has, in some minds, 
been a good PM. 

Also, your thought that General Lawson 
is too old and after three years would be 
the oldest CDS on retirement. Gen. John de 
Chastelain was 58 when he retired as CDS. 

Bill Carr
 

Publisher Scott Taylor’s response: Thanks 
for the feedback. I do not have any personal 

doubts about General Lawson. I was com-
menting on the swirl of media surrounding 
his appointment. Perhaps that wasn’t clear. 
My statement that “Lawson’s age should not 
matter a whit to his ability to serve” was my 
clarifying comment. This was then followed 
by examples of much older battlefield com-
manders as proof that age should not be a 
barometer. Gen. Lawson has big shoes to 
fill and I wish him all the best.

MILITARY VOICES NEEDED
My son and I were down in Detroit at the 
end of August. We went to a Tiger’s baseball 
game. We’ve been following the team’s 
improbable march to the World Series ever 
since. We’ve been thinking about athletes and 
how short their careers are — like shooting 
stars — but the compensation is the amount 
of money they are paid and the attention and 
reinforcement they get from the media. 

NO DOUBTS ABOUT NEW CDS Most people in the military also have short 
careers. During the Second World War the 
war artist Charles Comfort, in a section with 
other 50-year-olds, said, “Soldiering is for 
young men. And old men with no brains.” 
But even top-level members of the military 
make only peanuts compared to journey-
men baseball players. And outside of rare 
publications such as yours, military voices 
are unheard.

Thanks for doing a great job and keep up 
the good work. 

Dave Collier

NONPLUSSED BY TRIVIAL MATTERS
I quite enjoy your trivia page, even though 
some of it is obscure to the point of irrel-
evance. But in the trivia in Volume 19 Issue 3 
(April 2012) I was nonplussed by question 6. 
The question was “Bazooka, PIAT, 3.5 R-L, 
Carl Gustav: which is the ‘odd man out?’” 

The answer provided later in the issue 
stated that the PIAT was the ‘odd man’ be-
cause it was propelled by a bursting charge 

On August 27, 2012 Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced that Lieutenant-General 
Thomas J. Lawson, Deputy Commander of the North American Aerospace Defense 

Command (NORAD), appointment as chief of defence staff, and promoted to the rank of 
general. The change of command ceremony will take place on October 29. (pmo)

Many armies around the world have the 
M3 Carl Gustaf as part of their weapons 

arsenal. Considered a multi-role anti-
armor anti-personnel weapon system 

(MAAWS), it has similarities to the 
shoulder-fired, anti-tank system, but is 
unique in that the system itself is not 

disposable, which means it can be used 
more than once. In addition, the Carl 

Gustaf is a recoilless rifle and not a rocket 
launcher. (us army)
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this before in previous issues. I telephoned 
Lloyd Swick [to get more info]. Do publish 
phones numbers and addresses where 
possible. Some of us do still call and write.

Lynne Calderwood
Cambridge, Ont.

SHARP-EYED READERS!
An error appears in question 6 of last 
month’s trivia (Volume 19 Issue 9, October 
2012). The answer states that it was Private 
G.I. Prince when it was actually Private 
George L. (Lawrence) Price of the 28th Bat-
talion from right here in Regina. Two minutes 
after he was shot the “cease fire” orders 
were given. How sad!

BGen. (ret’d) Cliff Walker
Regina, SK

Esprit de Corps 
welcomes feedback from its 

readers, via e-mail at 
espritdecorp@idirect.com 

or by mail to 
#204-1066 Somerset St. W., 

Ottawa, ON K1Y 4T3
Letters to the editor may be edited for space 

and clarity at the discretion of the editor.

and that it used a shaped charge to pene-
trate armour. In fact, all of the weapons listed 
used shaped charge warheads as the amour 
penetration mechanism. The velocity of the 
projectile was irrelevant to terminal ballistic 
performance and was only an important 
element in the external ballistic (i.e., flight) 
characteristics of the projectile. 

The real difference lies in the method of 
propulsion and it is here that you have it 
wrong. PIAT was indeed launched by a small 
charge analogous to that of a small mortar. 
However, the Carl Gustav was (is) NOT a 
rocket launcher. Although, it is regularly and 
erroneously so described, it is actually a 
recoilless gun, in spite of being able to fire 
a “rocket ASSISTED projectile.” 

Yes, I know, it’s my own little pet peeve.
Major J.D. McKillip

Ottawa 

REQUIRED READING
[I want to thank] Les Peate for his mention 
of the book The Taliban Don’t Wave in his 
“Old Guard” column in the last issue (Vol-
ume 19 Issue 9, October 2012). It should 
be a required reading for every Member 
of Parliament! Your contribution is a “first 
read!” Thank you.

Sid R. Wallace
Calgary, Alta.

THANKS FOR THE PHONE NUMBER!
I just wrote a note to Les Peate to thank him 
for publishing a contact phone number for the 
“Animals in War” memorial (“Old Guard” Vol-
ume 19 Issue 7, August 2012). He has done 

A Great Gift Idea!
A one-year gift subscription  
to Esprit de Corps means 12 

months of reading enjoyment!
For more information go to

www.espritdecorps.ca

West Nova Scotia 
Regiment Private Edmund 

Arsenault mans a PIAT 
anti-tank weapon in a slit 

trench near Ortona on 
January 10, 1944.   

To hear more about the 
Abrams Village, Prince 
Edward Island native 
Edmund Arsenault’s  

WWII experience, go to 
the Memory Project’s  

website at 
thememoryproject.com/
stories/1959:edmond-
arsenault/  (alexander 

stirton, lac, pa-153181)

or call 1-800-361-2791
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F E A T U R E

by David Pugliese

T he CP-140 Aurora has been a workhorse for the 
Royal Canadian Air Force for decades.

Originally designed for anti-submarine 
warfare, the Aurora is capable of flying more than 
9,000 kilometres without refuelling. It has taken 

part in missions ranging from the monitoring of illegal fishing fleets 
to the hunting down of a drug trafficking cartel’s mini-submarine.

Over the last decade, the Defence Department has spent more 
than $1.6 billion to upgrade the plane. That has involved the 
installation of a new navigation system, a new communication 
management system, a data management system and new surveil-
lance sensors, including an imaging radar and the L-3 Wescam 
MX-20 electro optical infrared camera.

But the Canadian Forces says the time has come to replace the 
four-engine turboprop, long-range maritime patrol aircraft that 
first went into service more than 30 years ago.

In 2007 the Conservative government committed to structural 
upgrades for 10 Auroras to allow those planes to continue flying 

to 2020 and beyond. But also in that year, Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay said the military had to ensure there was no operational 
gap in its surveillance capabilities when it came time to retire the 
maritime patrol planes. 

He pointed out that potential replacement planes could include 
the U.S. Navy’s Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft — the Boeing 
P-8 Poseidon — as well as the Bombardier-built Global Express 
aircraft. The Global Express is the airframe being used for the AS-
TOR (Airborne Stand-Off Radar), Britain’s airborne air-to-ground 
surveillance system operated by the RAF and British Army.

MacKay also pointed out that there was the option of transferring 

Canada’s Multi-Mission Aircraft Project

Replacing
the Aurora

A Royal Canadian Air Force CP-140 Aurora aircraft from 14 Wing 
Greenwood, Nova Scotia, prepares for takeoff at Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, on July 23, 2012. Some 1,400 Canadian 
sailors, soldiers, and airmen and airwomen participated in the Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) combined and joint exercise, which took place near 
the Hawaiian Islands from June 29 to August 3, 2012. (mcpl marc-andré 
gaudreault, combat camera, dnd)

Replacing
the Aurora
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recently upgraded existing equipment on the Auroras over to a 
new airframe.

“We will look at how we can adapt some of the existing radar and 
surveillance equipment that we purchased through these upgrades 
to see if there is an adaptability to a new aircraft,” the defence 
minister explained. “The Auroras will be outfitted with some very 
high-tech equipment that might well outlast the aircraft itself.”

Unmanned aerial vehicles could also take over some of the 
surveillance duties from the Au-
rora in the future, but MacKay 
pointed out that because of 
Canada’s often harsh weather 
conditions, in particular in the 
Arctic, UAVs would not be able 
to handle the surveillance role 
completely.

The RCAF has already begun 
work on the procurement of 
an Aurora replacement, now 
being called the Canadian Multi-
Mission Aircraft or CMA. Ac-
cording to Defence Department 
spokesperson Tracy Poirier, 
the Canadian government will 
purchase between 10 and 12 
aircraft to replace the Auroras.

 “Canada is currently at the 
options analysis phase of the 
CMA project, and is defining the 
requirements for a replacement 
for the CP-140 Aurora fleet,” Poirier noted in an email.

The CMA “will become part of a surveillance ‘system of systems’ 
that will also comprise of unmanned aerial vehicles and satellites to 
monitor Canada’s maritime approaches,” she added.

Poirier noted that the CP-140 Aurora fleet will remain in 
service until the delivery of the CMA, but she stated it is too early 
to determine the CMA project milestones or the specific cost of 
the procurement.

However, Department of National Defence documents obtained 
by Esprit de Corps provide further details. According to those 
records, the estimated project cost of the CMA is $3 billion.

In addition, in April 2010 Col. Randy Meiklejohn told aerospace 
company representatives attending a Canadian Association of 
Defence and Security Industries (CADSI) forum that the initial 
operating capability for the CMA would be in 2017/2018. 
Timelines on the program, however, have slipped somewhat to 
the right and the aircraft are expected by 2020, according to 
defence industry officials. They note that to meet that deadline 
the government will have to issue a request for proposals for the 
project sometime in 2014.

The Canadian Forces is looking for an aircraft that can take part 
in joint operations. “The CMA must be able to detect, track and 
report potential threats to Canadian sovereignty, and be able to 
use force in response to those threats,” states a DND outline of 
the procurement. “In support of Army operations overseas, the 
CMA must be able to detect, track, and report potential threats to 
Canadian and coalition forces, and be able to use force, and direct 
force to be used, against those threats.”

In a 2011 report, the office 
of the Chief of Force Develop-
ment raised concerns about the 
amount of money available for 
CMA, adding that the “chal-
lenge is to deliver as much 
capability and capacity as pos-
sible within constraints.”

So what aircraft could be put 
forward by companies for the 
procurement?

According to James Detwiler, 
Boeing’s manager for business 
development for P-8 inter-
national programs, Boeing plans 
to bid on CMA, offering its P-8 
Poseidon that was developed for 
the U.S. Navy.

The U.S. Navy will purchase 
more than 100 of these aircraft, 
which is a derivative of the Next 
Generation Boeing 737-800. 

India has also become the first international customer for the 
long-range maritime reconnaissance and anti-submarine warfare 
aircraft, ordering eight of the planes.

Detwiler said Boeing has briefed RCAF officials over the years 
about the capabilities of the plane. “Our position is that P-8 en-
compasses all of the mission sets, all of the strategic requirements,” 
he explained. “It has the highest end capability from a performance 
standpoint of anything on the market that fits this particular genre.

“There are some smaller aircraft that are either fully integrated 

As Canada’s only strategic maritime surveillance multi-purpose aircraft, 
the CP-140 Aurora is capable of flying more than 9,000 km without 

refuelling. Originally designed for anti-submarine warfare — the Aurora 
is able to detect and destroy the latest generation of stealth submarines 
— its 17-hour endurance make the aircraft ideal for an evolving variety 

of operations. The Aurora is frequently used to search out illegal fishing, 
immigration, drug trafficking and polluting along the coastline, as well as 

violations of Canadian territorial sovereignty above and below the ocean’s 
surface. With its air-droppable survival pods, the CP-140 can also perform 

search and rescue duties. (cpl laura brophy, 14 wing imaging, dnd)

This image of Objective Brown 2, shot from an Aurora CP-140 aircraft 
from 19 Wing Comox using the MX-20 camera system, was taken 
during Exercise MAPLE GUARDIAN in 2006. The MX-20 camera has an 
improved infra-red and optical zoom capability and provides the Aurora 
with unprecedented ability for long-range reconnaissance. (dnd)
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or partially integrated with weapons but in our analysis, when 
you look at a business jet or a twin-engine turboprop that has 
been converted into a weapons carrier, you really sacrifice a lot of 
performance,” Detwiler added.

But some Canadian aerospace industry representatives question 
whether Canada could afford to purchase the P-8, pointing out that 
each aircraft costs between $200 million to $220 million. Boeing 
officials, however, counter that the cost of their aircraft fits well 
inside DND’s budget. In addition, they note that the P-8 is based 
on a widely available commercial aircraft and, because of that, there 
is a large pool of parts and support expertise around the world.

“(Canada) would be buying into a production program with cost 
certainty and low risk,” said Egan Greenstein, Boeing’s director of 
business development for P-8 programs.

And because the P-8 can fly fast and high and has sophisticated 
sensors, less aircraft would be needed to do missions, Boeing 
explains.

Airbus Military has also provided information to the RCAF on 
possible aircraft for the CMA. Pedro Mas, director of Canadian 
programs for Airbus Military, said the firm’s C-295 aircraft could 
fit that role. 

“We understood that Canada was thinking of a mixed fleet of 
P-8s — the least number possible for long range endurance — and 
perhaps a medium aircraft like C-295 would be the solution for 
short range,” he said.

Airbus officials point out that Chile has acquired the C-295 in an 
anti-submarine warfare configuration. “We have already presented 
that with the Canadians and we’ll continue to discuss with them 
the capabilities,” Mas added.

Weaponization of the C-295 is also moving along. In July Airbus 
Military and MBDA announced they had successfully completed 
the first flight of the C-295 maritime patrol aircraft with an instru-

mented Marte MK2/S anti-ship inert missile installed under the 
wing. The flight was the first of a series of trials planned in a joint 
Airbus Military–MBDA collaboration to validate the aerodynamic 
integration of Marte on the C-295. Subsequent flights will include 
handling qualities tests and aircraft flight performance tests.

The MBDA Marte MK2/S missile is a fire-and-forget, all-
weather, medium-range sea-skimming anti-ship weapon system, 
equipped with inertial mid-course guidance and radar homing 
terminal guidance; it is capable of destroying small vessels and 
heavily damaging major vessels. In the anti-submarine warfare 
role, the C-295 is already in-service carrying the MK46 torpedo, 
the company points out.

The competition could also attract other aircraft manufactur-
ers, such as Bombardier of Montreal. Last year, Bombardier and 
Elta Systems, a subsidiary of Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), 
teamed up to begin marketing a maritime patrol aircraft based on 
Bombardier’s Q400 aircraft. 

IAI is promoting the plane as a replacement for the Lockheed 
Martin P-30 Orion/Aurora. The firm was promoting the aircraft at 
the Singapore air show in February. Company officials at the show 
noted that Elta would provide the sensor systems and integration 
for the patrol plane while Field Aviation in Mississauga, Ont., 
would handle modifications to the Q400. Those could include the 
installation of long-range fuel tanks to the fuselage.

At the same time Raytheon Canada indicates it would be 
interested in the CMA procurement. Denny Roberts, vice president 
of Raytheon Canada, points out that the company’s systems are 
on both the P-8 and the ASTOR. The P-8 uses Raytheon’s AN/
APY-10 multi-mission surface search radar and also carries the 
company’s Mk-54 anti-submarine torpedo.

ASTOR was developed by Raytheon for the U.K. Ministry of 
Defence and uses a dual-mode synthetic aperture/moving target 
indication radar. The company points out that the system provides 
24-hour surveillance and target acquisition capability and delivers 
wide area, all-weather surveillance and reconnaissance imagery in 

Flight engineer Sgt Bob Ferris (right) keeps an eye on the instruments 
of the CP-140 Aurora while pilot Capt. Bob Trerice attempts to identify 
one of the many targets of interest sailing in the Arabian Gulf during the 
summer of 2002. Operation APOLLO was Canada’s military contribution 
to the international campaign against terrorism from October 2001 to 
October 2003. This required a significant contribution of manpower that 
demonstrated Canada’s continuing commitment to her allies and to 
international security. At its peak in January 2002, the Canadian Naval 
Task Group included six warships and about 1,500 navy personnel. (mcpl 
jeff d. de molitor, dnd)

In February 2008 Captain Mary Cameron-Kelly reached an impressive 
milestone: she was the first female pilot in Canadian history to fly 5,000 
hours in the CP-140 Aurora\Arcturus aircraft. She is pictured seated at the 
controls following her 5,000th hour of flight at Greenwood, Nova Scotia. 
(pte ryan winton, dnd)
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near real time. According to Raytheon, the ASTOR systems can 
also provide maritime surveillance.

“Raytheon would be involved if Canada’s requirement is for an 
ASTOR-type aircraft or a Boeing P-8,” Roberts said.

Depending on what exactly is in Canada’s request for proposal 
for the CMA, other firms could also bid.

Lockheed Martin is starting to market its SC-130 Sea Hercules 
to a number of nations. The Sea Hercules is a maritime patrol 
version of the company’s C-130J aircraft already being operated 
by the RCAF. The aircraft’s $150 million price tag could be at-
tractive to militaries that feel they can’t afford a P-8, say industry 
representatives.

Sweden’s Saab also has a multi-role airborne surveillance 
platform based on its Saab 2000 twin-engine turboprop. The 
aircraft, which the company highlighted at this year’s Farnborough 
International Airshow, would carry a maritime surveillance radar 
as well as an active acoustic system for anti-submarine warfare 
missions. It could also carry RBS-15 missiles.

Saab has also unveiled a less costly alternative maritime surveil-
lance aircraft, which is based on its 340 regional airliner. The price 
tag for that plane would be around $20 million.

Aerospace industry sources say the Conservative government 
has voiced concerns about the cost of the maritime patrol aircraft 
project and has also asked the RCAF to examine whether unmanned 
aerial vehicles can take on more of a role for both maritime and 
overland surveillance and targeting.

A key attribute for any new RCAF multi-mission patrol aircraft 
will be the ability to operate on missions over land.

The Air Force started seriously studying the potential for using 
the Aurora in ground operations in 2006. The same year it also 
looked at arming the planes with precision weapons such as the 
Harpoon SLAM (Standoff Land Attack Missile), which would have 
given the aircraft the ability for the first time to strike at ground 
targets. But, ultimately, the service did not proceed with installing 
such weapons on the planes.

However, during last year’s war in Libya, the CP-140 Aurora 
did take on a significant overland role.

Royal Canadian Air Force Brig.-Gen. Derek Joyce said the 
Aurora aircraft assigned to the Libyan operation started out 
conducting maritime patrols but then the RCAF pushed the 
“operational envelope” and began using the planes to help direct 
naval gunfire against Libyan military positions. That capability 
was found to improve accuracy of the gunfire, said Joyce, and 
was further developed with the Auroras being used against other 
Libyan ground targets.

“We brought Canadian Forward Air Controllers that had been 
trained and experienced in Afghanistan, put them on board the 
Aurora, and the next thing you know they were controlling jets 
and conducting airstrikes,” said Joyce, who was the commander of 
the headquarters and aviation component of Canada’s contribution 
to the Libyan war.

Besides directing airstrikes, the Auroras can also provide battle 
damage assessments. “In essence, the Auroras built brand new 
capabilities while they were in an operational theatre,” Joyce 
explained.

The upgrades for the Aurora, particularly in the area of sensors, 
helped in the new role for the plane. The aircraft was also used to 
conduct battle damage assessment when a CF-18 fighter dropped 
Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAMs) on a Libyan target, the 
first time the RCAF had used such a weapon in combat.

Joyce said new tactics and procedures would have to be 
developed to support future ground missions for such patrol 
aircraft. “I’m going to be working very closely with the Air Force 
and the Army to see where we’re going to take this capability in 
the future,” he said. 

In July 2012 Airbus Military and MBDA successfully completed the first 
flight of the C-295 maritime patrol aircraft with an instrumented Marte 
MK2/S anti-ship inert missile installed under its wing. The flight was 
the first of a series of trials planned in this collaboration to validate the 
aerodynamic integration of Marte on the C-295. (courtesy airbus military)

The ASTOR Sentinel R Mk 1 in flight (below) and its cockpit simulator 
(right). The Airborne Stand-Off Reconnaissance system, integrated by 
Raytheon, is an advanced air-to-ground surveillance system that will be 
jointly operated by the RAF and the British Army. (courtesy ratheon)
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W ar is a catastrophe for everyone. Regardless 
of where it is being fought and who wins, 
people die. Wars are fought for many reasons. 
Whether for independence, religious belief, 
or nationalism, wars have a devastating effect 

on families, communities and countries. Although in our lifetime 
we, as Canadians, are fortunate enough to have never known war 
on our soil, we can appreciate the continued suffering of those 
impacted by armed conflicts around the world. 

In 1931, the Canadian federal government decreed November 
11 to be Remembrance Day, an annual national holiday dedicated 
to commemorating fallen Canadian soldiers and veterans alike. 
A similar tradition of remembrance is also practiced by many 

other countries around the world. Some have dedicated a day of 
mourning to those who have fallen in combat throughout time, 
while others mourn the loss of civilians and soldiers who have died 
during specific events or battles of great historical significance. In 
each case, the traditions differ so that each ceremony reflects the 
suffering associated with battle and destruction. 

In the first of what will be an annual series, Esprit de Corps 
examines the national remembrance events of seven different 
countries from four separate corners of the world.

Throughout the history of warfare the devastating impact of the violence 
has included non-combatants. As such, many nations that have had wars 
fought on their soil commemorate the civilian casualties as well as the 
soldiers who fell in battle. (novosti)

By Anca Gurzu

Shared battlefields
Common loss
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November 11 is the day when Canada pays tribute to 
its Veterans remembering the World War I. In Russia we 
celebrate our Veterans on the Victory in Europe Day, that 
is May 9, which crowned the World War II against Nazism, 
and it is not by chance. The Soviet Union suffered the most 
in that tragic war. We have a saying that “there is no family 
in Russia without its own hero”, because the Soviet Union 
lost 27 million of its population. 

This Victory could not be won without the crucial support 
from our Allies – United Kingdom, United States, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand. This said, it is a special 
pleasure for us to announce that recently Vladimir Putin, 
President of the Russian Federation, signed the decree to 
award Canadian Veterans of the Murmansk Run with the 
Ushakov Medal. Canada’s merchant navy was vital to the 
Allied cause during the World War II. Its ships transported 
desperately needed equipment, fuel, goods and personnel 
to Europe and around the world. The very outcome of the 
war depended on the successful transport of troops and 
cargo by the sea. Although there were no safe havens for 
the merchant seaman, the greatest number of ships and 
men were lost on the North Atlantic routes and the famous 
Murmansk Run. 

It is not by chance as well that exactly one year ago a 
Russian Pacific Navy detachment composed of the guards 
missile cruiser “Varyag” and tanker “Irkut” visited Vancouver 
Harbour from November 8 to 11, 2011 with a friendly call. 
The Russian sailors participated in last year’s Remembrance 
Day Ceremony at Victory Square, with a wreath laying at 
the cenotaph and a group of them marching in the parade. 
This visit illustrates the importance of strengthened relations 
between our great nations.

The Russian Embassy would like to sincerely congratulate 
Canadian Veterans and their families on Remembrance 
Day. We will always remember their heroism at the 
front and the terrible price these soldiers paid. It is very 
important to hand this common historic memory over to 
next generations. 

All the best, Dear Veterans!

Georgiy Mamedov
Russian Ambassador

Dean of the Diplomatic Corps

Russian Ambassador 
Georgiy Mamedov  
Congratulates 
Canadian Veterans on 
Remembrance Day

UKRAINE
On June 22, 1941, Nazi Germany attacked the 
Soviet Union. This massive offensive known 
as Operation BARBAROSSA began with a 

Luftwaffe aerial bombardment of Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv or Kiev. 
While the Second World War had officially begun in September 
1939, this date marked the beginning of what many former Soviet 
countries now refer to as the Great Patriotic War of 1941–45. 
Millions of Ukrainians died during this period and some estimates 
indicate that the population of Kyiv decreased by 50 per cent. 

Today, June 22 is a day dedicated to mourning and commem-
orating the memory of victims of that war. The official ceremony 
takes place in Kyiv’s Park of Eternal Glory, where the president, 
prime minister and other state officials lay wreaths at the Monument 
of the Unknown Soldier. 

Everyone stops working at 10 a.m. to mark a minute of silence. 
Throughout the day, TV and radio programs do not air any 
entertainment shows. Rather, there are documentaries chronicling 
the war and mourning its victims. Flags are lowered to half-mast 
and they carry a black ribbon. While the ceremonies take place at 
the Unknown Soldier’s monument, the day does not mark only 
the fallen soldiers, but all those who perished during that time. 
Due to the catastrophic destruction, most Ukrainian families were 
directly affected by the war.

Following the official ceremony, different events take place across 
the country. In Kyiv, most activities take place on the city’s main 
street of Khreshchatyk, where veterans gather wearing their old 
uniforms which proudly display their wartime medals. Many then 
gather at the Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War. 
Local municipalities engage in similar events across the country.

COLOMBIA
A tall two-sided monument made of black 
marble stands in Bogota’s government district 
as homage to those who died in action for their 

country. Real-size figures depicting uniformed members of the 
army, navy, air and police forces are engraved on one side of the 
monument. This is where Colombians gather each year on July 
19, a day before the country’s Independence Day celebrations, to 
partake in ceremonies on what is officially known as the Day of the 
Heroes of the Nation and their Families.

The ceremony starts with a prayer. Following this, the chief of 
defence staff and other military officials lay wreaths next to the 
monument. Officials also read commemorative texts written by 

Colombian soldiers 
have been fighting 
Marxist guerrillas 
since the 1960s and 
remain in constant 
combat situations 
against drug lords. As 
such, remembrance 
ceremonies have a 
very emotional impact.
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family members of deceased military and police members. Offset-
ting the mourning, there are several more light-hearted events 
which take place throughout the day, including fundraising and 
concerts for veterans.

The Colombian government has been fighting against Marxist 
guerrillas since the 1960s. This armed conflict has led to great 
loss and grief for many families. This conflict has been increasingly 
linked to drug trafficking over the last two decades, drawing even 
more international attention. About 1,300 members of the armed 
forces and police force have been killed in action since 1990, 
while another 4,800 have been wounded. An increasing number 
of casualties have been caused by improvised explosive devices. 

The tradition to commemorate those who have fallen began in 
2004, when former president Alvaro Uribe proclaimed July 19 as 
the official day for these events. Prior to this, various small-scale 
commemorative events would take place across the country. 
While July 19 also stands as a remembrance for the soldiers who 
died during the Korean War—Colombia deployed a full infantry 
battalion — most of those who gather at the monument have the 
ongoing internal conflict on their minds because, for many of them, 
memories of their deceased loved ones are all too fresh.

POLAND
In August 1920, the Polish army successfully 
managed to fight off the Red Army on the 
outskirts of Warsaw in a decisive battle of 

the Polish-Bolshevik War. Since most observers at the time had 
considered Poland to be on the verge of defeat, the Battle of Warsaw 
is also known today as the Miracle at the Vistula.

To commemorate this victory, August 15 became Army Day in 
Poland. While this event could naturally not be commemorated 
under communism, it became an official public holiday in 1992 by 
parliamentary decree. Each year, large crowds gather in Pilsudski 
Square — named after Marshal Jozef Pilsudski, the commander 

who developed the victorious battle plan — to celebrate the victory.
But Army Day is also a day to remember those who have fallen 

in battle. While the day’s main focus is on the 1920 battle, the 
Polish president and other high officials lay wreaths at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier in Pilsudski Square, marking the sacrifice 
of all soldiers from all wars. Churches hold holy masses to honour 
those who died fighting, while military cemeteries also conduct 
special ceremonies. 

Wreaths are placed once more at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier on November 11, a day that is very significant in Poland as 
well, but for much different reasons than in Canada. On this day, 
Poles celebrate the National Independence Day. After 123 years of 
occupation and partition by Austria, Prussia and Russia, at the end 
of the First World War, on November 11, 1918, Poland regained 
its independence. While the day is mainly one of joy and pride, the 
official ceremonies do pay homage to those who fought and died 
for the country’s independence. 

GERMANY
Germany, today, has a very anti-military society. 
Carrying, in essence, the responsibility for hav-
ing initiated the Second World War, traditions 

for remembering the fallen are marred by an especially sombre and 
heavy atmosphere. Every year, on a Sunday between November 13 
and 19, Germans make their way to local churches and cemeteries 
across the country to commemorate all those who died in armed 
conflicts or as victims of violent oppressions. It is Volkstrauertag, 
or people’s day of mourning. In most cities, people make their way 
to local memorials that honour victims of the Second World War, 
where the mayor presides over the ceremony and people lay wreaths.

A national ceremony also takes place at the Bundestag, the 
national parliament of the Federal Republic of Germany. The 
ceremony is officiated by the president and the country’s highest 
officials are present. The song Ich hatt’ einen Kameraden (“I had 
a comrade”), a traditional lament of the German armed forces, is 
played. The song tells the story of soldier on the battlefield that 
sees his friend collapsing at his feet after a bullet hits him. There 
is no sense of pride on this day, as it may be encountered in other 
countries. There are no parades and no veterans can be spotted in 
their uniforms displaying medals. It is a silent day.

Volkstrauertag has been commemorated in its modern form since 
1952. It was only in 1959 that West Germany began rearmament 
in response to the Soviet threat and the Bundeswehr (Germany’s 
federal defence force) was intended for defensive purposes only. 
Germany was not involved in any military operation outside its soil 
until the 1990s. To this day, there continues to be a great debate 

On November 1, 1950 Colombia sent 
troops to help defend South Korea, 
the only South American country 
to participate in the Korean War. It 
sent both army and navy, totaling 
5,100 troops. Of these, 214 died in 
battle, and 448 were injured. In 2008 
the Korean government donated 
this monument to commemorate 
Colombia’s participation in the Korean 
War. It is on permanent exhibit in 
Cartagena, Colombia. 

Although Germany 
suffered more deaths 
per capita than any other 
nation in World War II, 
as the vanquished any 
official mourning is kept 
very low key.

Polish remembrance 
ceremonies abound in a 
sense of national pride as 
the central theme surrounds 
the 1920 Battle of Warsaw 
(left), when the Poles 
defeated the Russians.
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in the country about what constitutes a veteran and whether they 
should create a national veterans’ day.

Nevertheless, a change is taking place in the commemorations. 
For the last few years, during the official ceremony at the Bundestag, 
the German defence minister has directly invited discussion with 
the families of those who died in recent conflicts. Most of them 
lost loved ones during the Afghanistan conflict. While German 
soldiers in Afghanistan are mostly involved in reconstruction, the 
nature of that conflict appears to be bringing a change in the tone 
of mourning — at least in terms of official ceremonies.

CROATIA
In August 1991, about two months after 
Croatia declared its independence from the 
former Yugoslavia, tens of thousands of soldiers 

from the Yugoslav People’s Army together with Serb paramilitary 
forces attacked the small city of Vukovar in eastern Croatia. This 
led to an 87-day siege of the city, marred by heavy shelling. On 
November 18, 1991, Vukovar fell under the occupation of Serb 
forces. Over 1,500 soldiers and civilians died during this short time, 
with many more wounded and displaced. The damage to Vukovar 
had been so bad that it was reportedly described as the worst in 
Europe since World War II.

After a 1999 decision by the Croatian parliament, November 
18 is now known as Vukovar Memorial Day. Each year, Vukovar 
residents, together with Croatians from all across the country, 
joined by the president, prime minister and other dignitaries, gather 
at the city’s general hospital to begin the ceremony. Photos from the 
2011 procession show Croatian youth in traditional dress walking 
on Vukovar’s main streets, followed by thousands of Croatians, 
almost all dressed in black, as they make their way 5.5 kilometres 
to the Homeland War Memorial Cemetery where they light candles 
and lay wreaths. An estimated 50,000 people participated in last 
year’s procession.

The Vukovar battle carries the significance of great loss in 

Croatia’s recent history, as do many other events throughout 
Croatia’s War of Independence from 1991 to 1995. But there is 
not a single national day to commemorate those who have fallen 
during conflict throughout time. Some suggest that is because 
modern Croatia is a young country whose priorities — despite 
the heavy destruction and loss — are to emphasize reconciliation 
and reintegration. The country’s complex history would also not 
make it easy to choose such a day.

Nevertheless, citizens pay homage to the fallen as part of other 
larger ceremonies. Victory Day is celebrated on August 5, the 
day when the Croatian army took back the city of Knin in the 
Serb-controlled Krajina region through Operation Storm, marking 
the end of the war in the country. As a sign of recognition for 
the soldiers who died during the battle, officials lay wreaths and 
light candles in front of the big cross at Zagreb’s central cemetery 
Mirogoj. (Editor’s Note: There are always at least two sides to every 
story in every conflict. For their part, the Serbs mark August 5 as a day 
of mourning for their fellow countrymen who were killed or expulsed 
during Operation Storm.)

ISRAEL
At 8 p.m., two evenings preceding Israel’s 
Independence Day, air raid sirens are sounded 
for one minute across the entire country. 

Everything comes to a halt: people stop working, drivers pull their 
cars over to the side of the road. Everyone stands in silence to 
commemorate all fallen Israeli soldiers and those civilians who have 
fallen victim to acts of terrorism. This moment marks the beginning 
of Israel’s official Memorial Day, or Yom Hazikaron. (According 
to the Hebrew calendar, the day begins at sunset.)

That same evening, the Israeli president hosts the official 
ceremony on Mount Herzl in Jerusalem to mourn the loss of 
fallen Israeli soldiers. Mount Herzl is home to Israel’s national 
military cemetery, and named after Theodor Herzl, the founder of 
modern Zionism. Israel’s president, prime minister, chief of defence 
staff and speaker of the Knesset take turns during the 90-minute 

On the National Day 
of Mourning, people 
gather at monuments 
in all of Germany to 
lay wreaths and light 
candles in memory of 
those who died during 
both World Wars. 
(trenz)

On Vukovar Memorial Day 
youth in traditional dress 
are followed by thousands 
of Croatians, almost all 
dressed in black, as they 
make their way along the 
5.5-kilometre march to the 
Homeland War Memorial 
Cemetery where they light 
candles and lay wreaths. 

The civilian carnage in 
the embattled streets 
of Vukovar in 1991 
proved a wake-up call 
for Europe. The brutality 
of the Yugoslav civil war 
defied all sense of logic 
and humanity — on all 
sides.

Virtually since it was 
first founded as a state 
in 1948, the Israeli 
Defence Force has 
been in a perpetual 
state of war. All Israeli 
citizens understand and 
respect the sacrifice of 
their fallen warriors.
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SHARED BATTLEFIELDS ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 59

ceremony. Songs based on the poems written by fallen soldiers 
can also be heard. Similar solemn ceremonies take place in public 
squares across the country.

Since 1948, more than 22,000 soldiers and civilians have died 
in battles or due to terror attacks. More than 6,300 Israelis died 
that first year during the country’s war of independence. Yom 
Hazikaron also commemorates those who died during the 1967 
Six-Day War, fought against Egypt, Syria and Jordan, as well as 
the Yom Kippur War of 1973. While these are major wars, Israel’s 
young history is marred by numerous, almost continuous on-going 
conflicts affecting many families.

Memorial Day continues the next morning at 11 a.m., when 
a siren sounds marking two minutes of silence. Ceremonies take 
place at cemeteries across the country. All Jewish cemeteries have 
a section partitioned for deceased military personnel. Following 
military orders, soldiers are sent across Israel to stand by each 
grave during the moment of silence. This is followed by keynote 

speeches by a government representative — one sent to each 
cemetery — and rabbis. 

At 8 p.m., there is another evening ceremony, this time for vic-
tims of terrorism. The atmosphere is especially sensitive, since this 
conflict is ongoing. Throughout Memorial Day, TV channels run 
at the bottom of the screen a list of the deceased commemorated 
that day, from 1948 until present. The list gets longer every year. 

Israelis say Yom Hazikaron falls a day before Independence Day 
celebrations so that people can truly appreciate the price paid for 
independence.

AZERBAIJAN
Numerous red carnations lie on a series of black 
marble plaques that stretch along a well-kept 

alley that ends in a tall imposing dome-like structure hosting the 
Eternal Flame. This is known as the Alley of Martyrs in Azerbaijan’s 
capital, Baku.

People gather here each year on January 20 for Martyrs’ Day to 
commemorate those who died on that winter day in 1990, known 
as Black January, when Soviet troops stormed Baku and fired on 
civilians in an attempt to weaken the increasingly organized Azeri 
groups calling for independence. The Soviet Union was on the 
brink of dissolution, while conflicts between Armenians and Azeris 
were increasing. Some 137 people died that day and almost all of 
them were buried in the Alley of Martyrs. Marble plaques, many 
of them engraved with the faces of the victims, stand as a sign of 
remembrance. 

There is also a large cemetery in which soldiers who have been 
killed in the line of duty are buried. Many of them died during the 
Nagorno-Karabakh War from 1990–1994, transforming January 
20 into a day for commemorating the thousands of soldiers who 
died during those years — and continue to do so, as the territory 
remains illegally occupied by Armenian forces.

The Alley of Martyrs carries a strong symbolic meaning for the 

An Israeli soldier 
takes a moment 
during his patrol 
to say his prayers. 
Every able-bodied 
Israeli citizen serves a 
mandatory stint in the 
military, hence there is 
a widespread respect 
for those in uniform.

In Baku, Azeris pay their respects by leaving thousands of red carnation 
along the Alley of Martyrs, a cemetery and memorial dedicated to those 
killed by the Soviet Army during in January 1990 during the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union. The memorial also honours those who have been killed 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh War. (tony bowden, flikr)
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e

The importance of mental health awareness

“AT TIMES I COULD BARELY GET 
moving through the day, and found talking 
to anyone difficult… I was paralyzed by 
self-doubt, cold sweats, and no reassurances 
of friends and family could convince me 
that I had much self-worth or hope for 
the future.”

Those who have suffered from a mental 
illness or who have shared the experience 
of it with a friend or family member know 
how difficult it is for a sufferer to make 
an admission like the one above. Despite 
the fact that 20 per cent of Canadians will 
personally experience a mental illness in 
their lifetimes, it is still a difficult subject 
for many people to talk about. 

When my friend and colleague Bob Rae 
wrote the above words about his experience, 
it was a courageous step toward furthering 
a national discussion about mental health, 
which is long overdue in Canada. 

Mental illness affects people of all ages, 
educational levels, incomes, and cultures. 
Winston Churchill called it the “black dog,” 
his term for the depression that afflicted 
him throughout his life. Abraham Lincoln 
suffered periods of severe and debilitating 
“melancholy” — what would today be 
called clinical depression. 

In Canada, 8 per cent of adults will 
experience a major depression in their 
lifetimes and 12 per cent will experience 
some form of anxiety disorder. Twenty per 
cent of these sufferers will have a substance 
abuse problem. Severe mental illness is a 
major contributor to homelessness and 
estimates of the cost of mental illness to 
our economy have been estimated at $50 
billion per year. Most tragic of all, suicide 
accounts for 24 per cent of deaths among 
15–24 year-olds. 

Despite these statistics, only one third 
of those in need of mental health services 
will access them and 71 per cent of family 

after military service and sufferers may not 
realize they have an OSI until the symptoms 
have become severe. 

These invisible wounds can compromise 
a soldier’s or veteran’s personal, work and 
family life, and far too often they suffer 
in silence. 

Thankfully, at places like the University 
of British Columbia’s Veterans Transition 
Program, which I was fortunate to visit in 
September, remarkable progress is being 
made in learning how to treat soldiers 
and vets suffering from these injuries. 
Funded by the Royal Canadian Legion, 
True Patriot Love and Wounded Warriors 
foundations and headed by UBC’s Dr. 
Marvin Westwood, the program addresses 
the complexity of trauma that our soldiers 
have experienced and attempts to bridge 
transition from conflict zones to everyday 
society.

However, much more needs to be done 
— not just for the Canadian Forces but 
for all Canadians who have suffered from 
a mental illness. 

National leaders and people in positions 
of authority need to do three things: one, 
we must continue to raise awareness about 
the facts of mental illness in our society; 
two, we must begin to break down the 
stigmas that surround mental illness; and 
three, expanded access to treatment must 
be made available to Canadians, especially 
to groups at a higher risk like youth and the 
Canadian Forces. 

physicians in Ontario ranked access to 
psychiatrists as fair to poor. While mental 
illnesses constitute more than 15 per cent 
of the burden of disease in Canada, they 
receive only 7 per cent of health care dollars. 

Fortunately, mental health issues have 
increasingly become part the national 
consciousness. The work of leaders like 
Bob Rae and retired lieutenant-general 
now Senator Roméo Dallaire, who suf-

fered from post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) after witnessing the horrors of the 
Rwandan genocide, have helped bring this 
topic to the fore. In addition, our country’s 
experience in Afghanistan has made it clear 
that more must be done to address mental 
health issues.

With Canada’s involvement in the 
war in Afghanistan coming to a close, as 
many as 13 per cent of Canadian Forces 
personnel are returning with some form of 
operational stress injury (OSI), according 
to one Department of Defence report 
(some would argue that the numbers are 
even higher). These can include PTSD, 
depression, problems with addiction, and 
the list goes on. 

Given the extraordinary debt owed to 
Canada’s men and women in uniform, 
raising awareness about the need for 
expanded mental health treatment is of the 
utmost importance. In the case of PTSD, 
symptoms can appear months or years 

“... more needs to be done — not 
just for the CF but for all Canadians”

John McKay 
is the Member of Parliament 
for Scarborough–Guildwood 
and Critic for Defence for the  

Liberal Party of Canada
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Nations’ origins and Harper’s penchant 
for embracing military history. As he 
should well know, if perhaps chooses to 
ignore, both the United Nations and its 
predecessor, the League of Nations, were 
born of the horrors of two world wars. 
They were the products of atrocities and 
bloodshed on a scale not seen since 1945, 
institutions and ideals created so that they 
would never be seen again. Yet by its very 

nature it was idealistic from the start, and 
far from perfect in practice; an exercise in 
herding cats in many respects, without the 
benefit of catnip. 

So a flawed institution then, weak in its 
responses to crisis, muddled in its direction, 
always compromising and accommodating. 
Sounds a lot like democracy, doesn’t it? 
To quote Winston Churchill: “It has been 
said that democracy is the worst form of 
government except all those other forms 
that have been tried from time to time.”

Given that, you’d think if you’re 
going to toss the whole exercise aside 
and strike out on your own you’d be 
careful to have all your ducks in order, as 
it were. You’d have thought it through, 
improved on what you have dismissed as 
inherently faulty. Given the importance of 
it all, you’d have some pretty impressive 
solutions to offer. You certainly wouldn’t 
contradict yourself, or become what you 
criticize. After all, we’re talking Canadian 

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com

WE’RE MAD AS HELL AND WE’RE 
not going to take it anymore! No I’m not 
quoting Peter Finch and his iconic rant 
in the movie Network. That was theatre 
produced in Hollywood. I’m alluding to 
Canada’s new foreign policy, a different 
kind of theatre being produced with ever-
greater enthusiasm in Ottawa. 

Where once it was a policy of engage-
ment, discourse, non-partisan mediation 
symbolized in no small part by our long-
standing participation in United Nations’ 
initiatives, it’s now one of disengagement, 
confrontation, hyperbolic rhetoric, and a 
taking of sides right out of a gang-riddled 
schoolyard. The Harper Government™ has 
no patience for consensus, for conciliation, 
for compromise. It’s their way or the 
highway. Yes sir, they’re going it alone.

Stephen Harper signalled his disdain for 
all things UN and Pearsonian over a year 
ago when he pointedly stated that when 
it came to foreign policy his government 
would no longer “go along and get along,” 
nor “please every dictator with a vote at the 
United Nations.” Strong stuff; words he’s 
particularly embraced in the last couple 
of months. 

While shunning the UN at its most 
recent gathering, he sent his favourite pit 
bull of a foreign affairs minister to set the 
assembly straight. True to form, John Baird 
laid in to the 67-year-old institution with 
the paternal furor of a father long tired of a 
child that needs to grow up and face reality.

That sort of condescension is a curious 
thing when you consider the United 

foreign policy, not how to regulate the 
parking meters on Parliament Hill.

Well, if recent events are anything to 
go by, Canadian foreign policy has entered 
into the realm of the weird; perhaps more 
disturbingly, the irrelevant. During Harper’s 
recent trip to the Francophonie summit in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Harper 
waxed eloquent about how well he was wax-
ing eloquent. Specifically, he made clear to 
one and all in the audience that he’d been the 
most vocal in the quest to fight human rights 
abuses, specifically women’s and children’s 
rights, from war rapes to child soldiers. His 
solution, aside from waxing eloquent (as the 
UN assembly is wont to do from time to 
time) is the miracle of resource extraction and 
economic development, the invisible hand of 
Adam Smith at work. We take your minerals 
and all will be well, in other words.

When Canadian soldiers and their chap-
lains reported the rape of local boys by the 
very Afghan police and soldiers they were 
training and fighting alongside, Harper, his 
trademarked government and Department 
of National Defence ignored them and did 
nothing. Two years ago, when the Congo 
requested material support and leadership 
to do something about the very human 
rights atrocities Harper most recently 
protested, he demurred.

Yet in other conflicts, Harper has 
ignored his Smithian leanings and rattled 
sabres, embraced the gun, fighting wars 
in Afghanistan and Libya, and urging the 
world to fight another in Iran. The results 
of the former speak for themselves, and the 
latter is another Iraqi-weapons-of-mass-
destruction debacle in the making.

Some say there’s reason to his madness. 
One can only hope so, for as dysfunctional 
as the United Nations might be, it has a 
far better track record than the singular 
Harper Nation … go it alone indeed. 

Going it alone

e

“Some say there’s reason to his 
madness. One can only hope so ...”
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T his year, as governor general of Canada, I had the 
honour of taking part in the ceremony in France 
commemorating the 95th anniversary of the Battle 

of Vimy Ridge. I was also present during the commemora-
tions marking the 70th anniversary of the Dieppe Raid. These 
two tragic chapters were among the bloodiest in Canadian 
military history. 

On this Remembrance Day, we have yet another op-
portunity to honour the memory of those members of the 
Canadian Forces who, in times of war and conflict, gave their 
all to defend the values of justice, peace and security.

I am deeply grateful and have the utmost respect for 
the valiant soldiers who have served or serve today in the 
Canadian Forces. These courageous men and women truly 
embody the love for one’s country. It is thanks to them and 

to the sacrifices that they and their families have made that 
we are privileged to live in a free and democratic society. We 
owe them a tremendous debt.

To our fellow citizens in the Canadian Forces, I wish to 
convey my profound gratitude. Let us pay tribute to their 
lives and to their accomplishments, and let us renew our 
promise to never forget the terrible price of war. 

His Excellency The Right Honourable David Johnston
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada

On the occasion of Remembrance Day

His Excellency, The Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor General 
of Canada, met with Dieppe veterans at the Pourville monument, during 
a ceremony in honour of the sacrifices made by the soldiers, sailors and 
airmen who took part in the raid on the German-held French port on 
August 19, 1942. (cpl heather jl macrae, cfsu(o) imaging services, dnd)
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W hen the guns fell silent on the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month of 1918, the world sighed relief that its 
bloodiest war was over, and prayed that it would never 

happen again. People rejoiced in peace, celebrated their survival, 
and turned to mourning their dead. 

The First World War left a large hole in the fabric of Canada. 
At the time, we numbered a mere eight million people, yet nearly 
620,000 served in the Canadian Forces. Of that number, more than 
66,600 gave their lives and another 172,950 were wounded. Nearly 
one of every ten Canadians who fought in the war did not return, 
and those who did carried with them the physical and emotional 
scars of a terrible four years spent in a muddy hell.

The impact of the First World War — not only to those who 
served, but to their friends and families — was so wounding to 
the national psyche that, every year, we still pause to remember 
Canada’s war dead at the moment the guns fell silent almost a 
hundred years ago.

For generations, people have gathered at memorials and ceno-
taphs, or paused elsewhere in silent prayer, as the clock strikes 11 
a.m. on Remembrance Day. But why does Canada still remember, 
so far removed from The War to End All Wars?

Because there was a war after that — the Second World War — in 
which Canadians once again distinguished themselves, and suffered 
terrible losses. Although the death toll did not eclipse that of The 
Great War, the survivors, nearly one million men and women, 
still bore the scars of a bloody conflict. And Canadians once again 
mourned the dead. 

The Korean War followed, and it became evident that the pray-
ers of our fathers and mothers wouldn’t be answered; war would 
continue to affect Canada and Canadians, and brave Canadians 
would continue to die in service of their country.

In the 21st century, war has taken on a different character, but it 
is no less war, and no less damaging to those who fight it, and those 
at home who are affected by it. Canadians mourned publicly as our 
honoured dead were brought home from Afghanistan, and opened 
their arms to the proud Canadian Forces members who returned, 
embedding the spirit of remembrance in another generation.

Canada remembers, because there are still conflicts. Heroic men 
and women go to war for the benefit of Canada and the rest of the 
world, and some are lost. Until the last war is fought, lest we forget.

 
Honourable Peter MacKay

Minister of National Defence

W ith Veterans’ Week just around the corner, remembering 
the sacrifices and honouring Canada’s men and women 
in uniform will continue to be top of mind for all of 

us. Canadians come together to celebrate Veterans’ Week from 
November 5 to 11. We are proud of what veterans have accom-
plished for the protection of our country and the promotion of 
peace around the world. 

This Remembrance Day, the Government of Canada is asking 
Canadians to ‘take time to remember.’ There are many ways to 
remember and honour Canada’s veterans. An act of remembrance 
can include wearing a poppy above your heart, changing your 
profile picture on Facebook to a remembrance-related image or 
attending a local Remembrance Day ceremony. However you 
choose to remember, encourage your neighbours, colleagues and 
family members to take up the challenge too. 

The Canada Remembers Facebook page has almost a half a 
million friends and we are pleased to be launching a new Facebook 
app this year. We tweet regularly, and have new followers added 
daily to our Twitter account. The improved Veterans Matter mobile 
app helps Canadians access information about services, benefits, 
and local commemorative events. 

To honour those who served and continue to serve, Veterans 
Affairs Canada is inviting Canadians to plant a flower or a garden 
as a way to recognize and remember. Flowers that symbolize 
remembrance, peace and patriotism include the poppy, tulip, 
forget-me-not, laurel, daisy and the rose of Sharon. A Garden of 
Remembrance can be a place that honours Canada’s veterans in a 
very special way. 

Be sure to visit our newly created ‘I Remember’ hub page on 
Veterans Affairs Canada’s Web site at veterans.gc.ca. It is a gateway 

TOP LEFT: Minister of National Defence Peter MacKay lays a wreath 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery, 
Washington, DC. on September 28, 2012. (dnd) 
BELOW:  The Honourable Steven Blaney (right), Minister of Veterans 
Affairs, and the Honourable Laurie Hawn (left), Member of Parliament 
for Edmonton Centre, talk with Canadian Bomber Command Veteran 
Jean Cauchy of Lévis, Quebec, at the Runnymede Air Forces Memorial 
in Surrey, United Kingdom. Minister Blaney is leading a delegation of 42 
Canadian Bomber Command veterans to the United Kingdom for the 
unveiling of the Bomber Command Memorial in London’s Green Park. 
(veterans affairs) 
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for visitors to connect to online remembrance resources and 
activities. From this hub page, a visitor can link to VAC’s Facebook 
page, Twitter account, Veterans Matters mobile app, YouTube 
channel, along with the calendar of events, learning resources, the 
Virtual War Memorial and Postcards for Peace. 

Veterans’ Week also provides a good time to think about how 
we can continue to work to improve the lives of veterans. Through 
the ongoing cutting red tape initiative, there are many issues being 
addressed to become more efficient, 
more effective and more responsive to 
our veterans’ needs and expectations. 
We are reducing paperwork, cutting 
wait times and delivering clearer and 
better information. 

Veterans Affairs Canada will also be 
providing faster and easier access to 
benefits, and creating more efficient 
options for veterans to interact with 
the Department.

Veterans helped build the Canada 
that we know and love. They gave 
everything they had for everything 
we have today. We are proud of what 
veterans have accomplished in the 
promotion of peace, democracy and 
the rule of law. 

As we mark Remembrance Day, it 
is our duty to pass on the legacy and 
keep the memories of our Canadian 
veterans alive. Show your appreciation 
for our veterans for their sacrifices and 
achievements. Not just today, but 
every day. 

This Veterans’ Week, take time to 
remember. Learn more at veterans.
gc.ca. 

Honourable Steven Blaney
Minister of Veterans Affairs

to improve the care of our military and RCMP veterans and their 
families. For many years we have proposed the following: end 
the clawback of retired and disabled CF and RCMP service pen-
sions, expand the Veterans Independence Program to all veterans 
including widows and the RCMP; and grant veterans’ ‘marriage 
after 60’ pension and health benefits. We continue to press for a 
public inquiry into CFB Gagetown defoliant spraying, long-term 
care for all veterans, and the elimination of the Veterans Review 

and Appeal Board. We are pushing for 
reforms to the New Veterans Charter, 
an increase for funeral expenses, action 
on veterans’ homelessness, and better 
care for those suffering from PTSD. 
We advocate for a system that will 
evolve with the changing health care 
needs of veterans and that will treat 
all veterans equally. As I have said 
many times, “a veteran, is a veteran, 
is a veteran.” 

Veterans should not have to fight 
the Conservative government in court 
to get the benefits they need. If Dennis 
Manuge of Musquodoboit Harbour 
had not launched a class action lawsuit 
against the federal government over 
the clawback of injured Canadian 
Forces veterans’ disability pensions 
(SISIP), the issue would likely still 
be unresolved. It is outrageous that 
the federal government spent over 
$750,000 to fight these injured 
veterans in court. We also know that 
the federal government has not settled 
with RCMP disabled veterans in a case 
that mirrors the SISIP issue and they 
have now filed their own class action 
to end the unfair deductions from their 
RCMP long-term disability payments. 
As well, veterans exposed to chemical 
spraying at CFB Gagetown, veterans 
subjected to atomic weapon testing, 
and veterans unhappy with the New 
Veterans Charter lump sum payments 

may plan to launch class action lawsuits against this government 
to try to get the benefits they deserve.

Our veterans, especially the men and women who are still with 
us from World War II and Korea, are examples of the very best 
of what this country has to offer. They are our nations’ heroes. 
That is why New Democrats continue to demand better benefits 
for those who sacrificed so much. Remembrance Day comes just 
once a year; yet for those who serve, Remembrance Day is every 
day. Lest we forget. 

Peter Stoffer
Official Opposition Critic for Veterans Affairs

R emembrance Day is just 
around the corner. As in past 
years, millions of Canadians 

will gather at cenotaphs and veterans’ and military halls to honour 
the contributions and sacrifices of our veterans. We will take the 
time to remember the many men and women who lost their lives 
while fighting for peace, freedom and democracy, and give special 
recognition to our currently serving Canadian Forces and RCMP 
personnel.

It is important for us to remember because those who went to 
war will never forget. We need to ensure that the men and women 
who served, and their families, have the best of resources to meet 
their needs over the course of their lifetime — from the moment 
they sign up to the moment they pass away. 

New Democrats are leading the way with practical proposals 

Master Seaman Ryan Hart of HMCS Ottawa stands 
reverse rest at arms at the 70th Anniversary Dieppe 

Raid vigil to honour the sacrifices made by the soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who took part in the raid on the 

German-held French port on August 19th, 1942. The main 
commemorative ceremony was held on August 19, 2012, 

at the Square du Canada, in Dieppe. The event included a 
90-member contingent from across the CF, including many 
from units that participated in the raid on the German-held 
French town, on August 19, 1942. (cpl heather jl macrae, 

cfsu(o) imaging services, dnd)
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E ach year at this time, Canadians from across the country 
join together to remember those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice in service to our country. We cannot 

bring back those who have lost their lives but we can assure them 
and their families and descendants that we will never forget what 
they have done and we shall never fail to honour them.

We also join with those veterans and Canadian Forces members 
still with us as we, and they, honour their fallen brothers and sisters. 
It is especially poignant for those families who have lost friends or 
relative in the recent years.

As National Defence critic for the official opposition I want to 
take this opportunity to extend the sincere appreciation of all our 
Members of Parliament to all these current and former members 
of the Canadian Forces. We thank you all for your commitment to 
serving our country with great courage and integrity, both here in 
Canada and throughout the world. You have demonstrated your 
commitment, and in many cases, your willingness to risk your own 
life in this service.

I also want to commend the work of those throughout our 
country who organize the special ceremonies in our cities, towns 
and communities. Without them our collective remembering would 
not be possible.

I attended an event recently at the Royal Canadian Legion to 
unveil a new song Looking Back to Look Ahead, written in honour of 
those who died in war and combat, which was first sung publically 
on October 26, 2012 at the unveiling of the Remembrance Flag 
at Confederation Building in St. John’s. The master of ceremonies 
reminded the children who were singing the song that the special 
remembrance of sacrifice was in no way aimed at glorifying war, 
but was to remind us that we have to continue to work for peace.

New Democrats believe one of the best and most appropriate 
ways to honour our fallen men and women is to ensure that we 
take proper care of the veterans, including all former members still 
with us, as well as the Canadian Forces members who continue to 
serve our country. On this November 11th let us all reflect upon 
how we can better honour those individuals with the dignity and 
respect they deserve. To those men and women, and their families, 
I commit that we will continue the fight for better and more 
accessible services.   

Honourable Jack Harris
New Democrat National Defence Critic

I n 1915, following the Second Battle of Ypres, Lieutenant 
Colonel John McCrae penned the iconic masterpiece In 
Flanders Fields. This poem has become an indispensable part 

of the Canadian act of remembrance, and on this Remembrance 
Day, I reflect on this poem and the importance of the message 
contained within it.

Though perhaps the scale, methods and battlefields of con-
temporary conflicts may differ greatly from the wars of the past, 
it is in the heart of the soldier and their unfailing commitment 
to Canada that has remained constant. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high.

Sailors, soldiers and airmen in today’s Canadian Forces have 
seized the torch from the failing hands of the heroes of yesterday 
and proudly held it high through WWII, Korea, the Balkan Con-
flict, in numerous peacekeeping operations and, most recently, in 
Afghanistan and Libya. 

As each conflict presents a new set of challenges and adversi-
ties, Canadian Forces members have risen to the challenge and 
triumphed in the face of adversity. We must never forget the 
incredible sacrifice these courageous men and women make on 
our behalf. It is from them that we draw our strength and pride 
as a nation always ready to rise to the task, no matter how difficult 
this task may be. 

Canada’s Navy, Army and Air Force stand ready to defend the 
values and freedoms we hold dear. For this, we owe them and their 
families our eternal gratitude and unconditional support. Today, 
and every day we remember those who have lost their lives in the 
defence of the country we proudly call home. To the members of 
the Canadian Forces: May God watch over you and keep you safe. 

Honourable John McKay
Liberal Opposition Critic for National Defence

A vigil stands guard over the cenotaph during 
Remembrance Day ceremonies held at the Esquimalt 
Cenotaph. Every year on November 11, Canadians 
pause in a silent moment of remembrance for the 
men and women who have served and continue to 
serve our country during times of war, conflict and 
peace. Participants honour those who fought for 
Canada in the First World War (1914-1918), the 
Second World War (1939-1945) and the Korean War 
(1950-1953), as well as those who have served since 
then, including in Afghanistan. More than 1,500,000 
Canadians have served our country in this way and 
more than 100,000 have died. They gave their lives 
and their futures so that we may live in peace.  
(pte malcolm byers, cfb esquimalt imaging services)
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Hillier’s farewell was replete with a 
performance by the Sky Hawks parachute 
demonstration team and a fly past of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force’s renowned 
Snowbirds, but the coup de grâce was the 
Leopard II tank that drove the general off 
into his retirement.

This year, such an elaborate presentation 
of pomp and ceremony was considered 
to run counter to the current policy of 
austerity and budget cuts. With that in 
mind, the change of command parade 
was scaled down to include a 50-member 
guard of honour, a 21-gun salute, and two 
military bands. The venue for the event 

was the Canadian War Museum and 
His Excellency The Right Honourable 
David Johnston, Governor General and 
Commander-in-Chief of Canada, presided 
over the ceremony.

Esprit de Corps wishes Walt and Leslie 
Natynczyk all the best in their (hopefully 
brief) retirement, and we welcome General 
Tom Lawson into what has always been a 
most challenging position.

FWSAR STILL IN THE AIR
It would appear that those defence industry 
representatives vying to bid on the fixed-
wing search and rescue (FWSAR) project 
are still up in the air — despite the fact 
that the government convened yet another 
Industry Day with the purpose of provid-
ing clarification and direction.

The objective of the October 17 meeting 
was to provide government officials with an 
opportunity to outline to industry represen-
tatives the main steps of the procurement 
process, including the overall structure 
of the request for proposal (RFP) and 
the role Public Works and Government 
Services Canada (PWGSC) would play 
within that process.

Despite the hype, industry reps exited 
the meeting with most of their questions 
unanswered. The consensus among them 
was that the only development was that 
PWGSC and DND had removed any and all 
timelines from the project outline. Which 
means there is no idea on when an RFP will 
be issued, no idea on how long the evalu-
ation period might take, and no idea on 
when the RCAF might take delivery of the 
first replacement FWSAR. Nevertheless, the 
whispered speculation is that an RFP might 

O n the morning of October 29 
General Walter Natynczyk offi-
cially handed over his command 

responsibilities to newly appointed Chief 
of Defence Staff General Tom Lawson. 

When Natynczyk replaced General Rick 
Hillier in June 2008, the elaborate parade 
was one of the biggest martial displays held 
in the nation’s capital since the Second 
World War.

Canadian troops were fighting and dying 
in Afghanistan, and during his high-profile 
tenure Hillier had successfully infused pride 
and professionalism back into the Canadian 
Forces.

e

IT’S OFFICIAL! GENERAL TOM LAWSON CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF

On October 29, 2012 General Tom Lawson took command of the Canadian Forces 
from Gen. Walter Natynczyk in a ceremony presided over by His Excellency The Right 
Honourable David Johnston, Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada. 

(scott taylor, esprit de corps)
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be issued in 2013, or even as late as 2014.
Followers of this lengthy, ongoing 

procurement process will recall that in 2003 
the Liberal government had announced the 
FWSAR replacement was a priority. The 
new aircraft were to replace the worn-out, 
45-year-old fleet of Buffalos and free up 
the use of several C-130 Hercules aircraft 
that were being employed in search and 
rescue.

The Conservative government recom-
mitted to the FWSAR purchase as part of its 
Canada First Defence Strategy, and since 
2008 Defence Minister Peter MacKay has 

publicly maintained that this procurement 
is a priority.

A BIZARRE JTF2 STORY
It seems as though the cloak of secrecy that 
surrounds Canada’s elite commando unit 
prohibits the dispensing of military justice.

A case in point is the 2005 incident that 
took place in Afghanistan wherein a Joint 
Task Force Two warrant officer assaulted a 
subordinate. According to recently released 
witness statements, the enraged warrant 
officer jumped a master corporal from 
behind and choked him “almost to death.” 

Three other JTF2 members intervened and 
eventually managed to restrain the warrant 
officer.

Although charges of mistreating a 
subordinate and aggravated assault were 
laid against the perpetrator, to this date the 
nameless WO has never been put on trial. 
Because in order to conduct a trial public 
disclosure would be required and this goes 
against the JTF2’s stock in trade policy, 
which is to never publicly reveal the identity 
of unit members.

So, while we know that this assault oc-
curred at a forward operating base (FOB) 
in Afghanistan and that each of the five 
witness statements on record all paint a 
clear picture of a violent, almost deadly 
assault, no punishment can be applied to 
the accused nor can he be given his day in 
court to explain his actions.

Even more astounding is that, even seven 
years after this took place and more than 
one year after our combat mission ended in 
Afghanistan, the names of neither the victim 
nor attacker can be revealed.

One of Canada’s primary search and 
rescue aircraft, the CC-115 Buffalo will 

fly in almost any weather, and it can 
take off and land on even the most 

rugged terrain and in areas as short as 
a soccer field. The CC-130 Hercules now 
performs most of Eastern Canada’s SAR 

operations, but the short take-off and 
landing (STOL) capabilities of the CC-115 

have kept it in use in the Rocky and 
Coastal Mountain ranges. At 24 m long, 
the Buffalo is small enough to service 
the rough and mountainous terrain on 
Canada’s West Coast. The Buffalo has 

an operational range of 2240 km.

HITS & MISSES ... CONT’D ON P. 56
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I n the Canadas, the final shots of the War of 1812 rang out in a 
small hamlet known as Malcolm’s Mills (present-day Oakland), 
approximately 20 kilometres south of Brant’s Ford (Brantford). 
In the fall of 1814, a force of almost 700 mounted Americans 
and 70 of their native allies advanced from Fort Detroit west 

280 kilometres through Upper Canada unmolested while destroying mills, 
public buildings and bridges. Historian George F. G. Stanley describes this 
incursion as “one of the bold exploits of the Canadian War of 1812” and 
the “most spectacular raid in Upper Canada.” 

e
F  E  A  T  U  R  E

by Bob Gordon

In a little-known chapter of 
the War of 1812, an armed 

American incursion into Upper 
Canada successfully laid waste 
to critical infrastructure. When 
finally confronted by Canadian 

militia, the result was a brief 
and decisive skirmish.

On October 5, 1813, General Henry Procter’s British infantry were cut down by the 
skilled Kentucky Mounted Riflemen at Moraviantown. Led by Colonel Richard M. 
Johnson, the battle lasted only minutes as the thundering American cavalry, armed with 
tomahawks, flintlock pistols and long muskets, shattered the loosely formed British line. 
Procter withdrew to avoid capture, leaving his troops to their fate as the infantry broke 
and fled. Meanwhile, another American column descended on the position held by 
Tecumseh and his warriors. Also known as the Battle of the Thames, the attack was in 
part revenge for an earlier massacre of Kentucky militia on the River Raisin. (“remember 
the river raisin” by ken riley, national guard heritage) 
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of this nature it was essential that his 
column avoid contact and combat as 
long as possible.

McArthur’s objectives remain un-
clear and his general order for the 
mission was vague. It enjoined his 
troops, “to prepare for a short, rapid 
and brilliant expedition — one which 
may be attended with danger and will 
require fortitude to produce a success-
ful issue.” Historians attempting to fill 
in the blanks, of which there are many 
relating to this operation, have posited 
three possible objectives. 

The first, that McArthur’s objective 
was the destruction of infrastructure 
in western Upper Canada. At the time 
Upper Canada was the breadbasket of 
British North America. Accomplishing 
this would undermine the logistics of 
the troops holding the Niagara frontier. 
It would also render western Upper 
Canada incapable of providing food and 
fodder for any forces hoping to launch 
an attack on Fort Detroit. In fact, this is 
precisely what McArthur accomplished.

However, other historians have 
posited that his objectives were more 
grandiose. It has been suggested that 
McArthur hoped to cross the Grand 

and advance to Burlington Heights, taking control of the head of 
Lake Ontario and physically isolating the Niagara frontier from the 
remainder of Upper Canada. Others have proposed that McArthur 
intended to advance even further, to York, eliminating the Niagara 
frontier and all resistance west of Kingston. 

On the basis of McArthur’s written summary of the operation 
prepared on the day after his return to Fort Detroit and on his 
conduct during the operation, the balance of probabilities suggest 
that the first alternative lay at the heart of McArthur’s strategy. His 
raid was intended to lay waste to western Upper Canada, rendering 
it uninhabitable. Its objective was not the destruction of enemy 
forces but rather, the destruction of enemy infrastructure.

Having crossed the St. Clair River into Upper Canada, 
McArthur’s column rode south-southeast through the Scottish 
settlement of Baldoon, up Bear Creek for 50 kilometres and then 
veered east towards the Thames River valley. Advancing up the 
Thames valley towards Moraviantown, McArthur took precautions 
to ensure no word of his progress would precede him. Before 
entering Moraviantown the U.S. Rangers were dispatched to 
pass in secrecy beyond the town and establish roadblocks on the 
roads leaving the town to the east. In his report on the operation 
McArthur noted that this precaution bore fruit: “We were very 
fortunate at this place, in taking a sergeant in the British service, 
who was proceeding to Burlington, with the information that 
the detachment had passed into the enemy’s territory.” Similar 

It was also a mission launched with 
economic objectives, directed at the 
destruction of Upper Canadian infra-
structure rather than one with strictly 
defined military objectives. As such it 
can be seen as a precursor to Sherman’s 
‘March to the Sea’ exactly 50 years 
later. Lost to the mists of time — the 
entire campaign passes unmentioned 
in Pierre Berton’s popular two volume 
history of the War of 1812 — this raid 
continues to echo through the ages 
despite passing unremembered and 
unremarked two centuries later.

On October 22, 1814 Brigadier-
General Duncan McArthur, com-
mander of the American forces in 
the northwest (an area of operations 
extending from Fort Mackinac, on the 
narrows between Lakes Michigan and 
Huron, south to Lake Erie), departed 
Fort Detroit at the head of a column of 
approximately 800 men. The majority 
of his force consisted of mounted 
militia from Ohio and Kentucky. They 
were reinforced with 50 U. S. Rangers 
and roughly 70 native allies.

Leaving Fort Detroit the column 
marched north along the western shore 
of Lake St. Clair. Crossing into Upper 
Canada north of the lake, McArthur encouraged the erroneous 
impression that the operation was directed against a nearby native 
village. Secrecy was of the essence as McArthur’s intention was to 
advance through the heart of Upper Canada at least as far as the 
Grand River at Brant’s Ford and possibly as far east as Burlington 
Heights or even York (Toronto). To succeed in a deep penetration 

A descendant of Scottish Highlanders, Duncan McArthur 
was born in Dutchess County, New York, on June 14, 1772. 

McArthur moved west in the hopes of a better life. At 18 
he enlisted and fought against the native tribes in northern 

Ohio. His extensive knowledge of the territory led to his 
becoming a surveyor for the army. He then worked his way 
up the chain of command in the Ohio militia to eventually 
succeed General William Henry Harrison as commander 

of the Northwestern army. (harper’s encyclopedia of united 
states history)

Area of operations in November 1814 showing the towns of Burford, 
Brant’s Ford and Malcolm’s Mills. This detail is from a hand-drawn map 
of McArthur’s Raid, illustrating the critical area around Brant’s Ford and 
Malcolm’s Mills. Map is currently on display as part of the War of 1812 
exhibit at Canadian Military Heritage Museum (CMHM). (thom gordon photo)
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precautions were taken at Delaware although no messengers were 
captured. McArthur’s report on the operation noted, “we were 
thus enabled to arrive at the town of Oxford [Woodstock], one 
hundred and fifty miles distant from Detroit, before the inhabitants 
knew that a force was approaching.”

Without knowledge of the reaction in Upper Canada, 
McArthur’s boastful tone was unjustified. On October 26, Lt. 
Col. William Smelt of the 103rd Regiment sent a dispatch from 
his position at Burlington Heights to the Officer Commanding 
at York noting, “there is a report of another party coming down 
from Detroit.” Then on November 3, the day before McArthur’s 
force arrived in Oxford, Capt. John Bostwick, reported to the 
officer commanding at Port Dover that a force of “undisciplined” 
Kentuckians were rampaging through Oxford and Norfolk Coun-
ties intent on “ravaging the district.”

Further, two adventuresome souls, George Nicol and Jacob 
Wood, crept out of Oxford and took flight to Burford where 
Lieut.-Col. Henry Bostwick, commander of the 1st Regiment, 
Oxford militia and his militiamen were stationed, delivering the 
news that the Americans were at Oxford. Informed of their escape 
McArthur burned their houses and out-buildings as well as the 
local schoolhouse.

There was no response to McArthur’s incursion, not because 
he was undetected, but rather, because there were no adequate 
forces available to stop him in western Upper Canada. Virtually 
all of the regular forces and much of the militia west of York were 
committed to the Niagara frontier. Moreover, in the summer of 
1813 American forces had advanced up the Thames River valley. 
At Moraviantown on October 13, 1813 they overwhelmed a 
combined force of British regulars, Canadian militia and their native 
allies. The regulars and militia fled west to the safety of Burlington 
Heights and the Home District accompanied by a steady stream 
of refugees. When winter set, the Americans retreated to the St. 
Clair River leaving behind a devastated wasteland, depopulated and 
with its infrastructure destroyed. It was the events of 1813 that 
permitted McArthur’s troops to advance unmolested and largely 
unobserved in the fall of 1814.

Advancing to Burford, a mere 13 kilometres west of Brant’s 
Ford, McArthur found Burford undefended. Lieut.-Col. Bostwick, 
realizing his militiamen were heavily outnumbered, had moved 
southeast 10 kilometres to Malcolm’s Mills, leaving the direct route 
to Brant’s Ford undefended. Bostwick planned to link up with 
the Norfolk militia at Malcolm’s Mills and assemble a combined 
force capable of engaging McArthur. Unopposed, the Americans 
marched west, arriving at Brant’s Ford on November 5. 

There, for the first time, they encountered significant resistance. 
Captain Adam Muir in command of 50 men of the 41st Regiment 
had raced from Culver’s Inn, south of Simcoe, to Brant’s Ford 
arriving late in the afternoon of November 4. His men had disabled 
the ferry and with the river swollen from heavy fall rains, it was 
impossible to ford. Now they were entrenched on the bluffs on 
the east bank of the Grand River. When McArthur appeared on 
the west bank, Muir’s men had been joined by elements of the 
19th Dragoons under Captain Peter Chambers, and warriors from 
the Six Nations. They were also awaiting the arrival of further 

reinforcements from Burlington Heights, comprised of 200 men 
of the 103rd Regiment accompanied by two light artillery pieces.

There is no evidence that he sent the U.S. Rangers to search 
for another ford. Nor did he linger. McArthur declined combat 
and instead wheeled right and headed south leaving only a small 
rearguard at Brant’s Ford. Had his objective been Burlington 
Heights or York, McArthur would have put more time and effort 

It was in the Culver House that Captain Adam Muir and 50 men of the 
41st Regiment waited while attempting to determine BGen. McArthur’s 
axis of advance. On November 4 they marched north to Brant’s Ford. 
(“culver’s inn” circa 1800, by w. edgar cantelon, eva brook donly museum 
and archives collection. reprinted with permission from the norfolk 
historical society, simcoe, ontario)
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into crossing the Grand. At a safe distance from the river, on 
Farringdon Heights, McArthur’s troops bivouacked for the night.

The next morning they resumed riding south. While there 
are few details of McArthur’s route from Farringdon Heights to 
Malcolm’s Mills, they must have passed through Mohawk (Mount 
Pleasant) because homes in the hamlet and Perrin’s grist mill on 
Mount Pleasant Creek were burned.

Certain other suppositions can be advanced with reasonable 
certainty. Some of the troops would have followed the crude, 
winding road to Port Dover. This would have included his baggage 
train, such as it was. McArthur left Fort Detroit with no wagons 
and only 9,000 rations (enough for 12 days) distributed among 
the troops, as they planned to live off the spoils of war. The food, 
fodder and whiskey that they collected along the way may very well 
have been carried in confiscated wagons. Additionally, they may 
have been driving cattle with them as rations on the hoof. With 
an escort, these supplies would have been driven along the trail. 

The U.S. Rangers would have been deployed as scouts and the 
advance guard. The militia and their native allies would have ridden 
as flankers. All were familiar with the wilderness and comfortable 
riding in open order as detached units. As the crow flies Malcolm’s 
Mills is less than 10 kilometres south of Brantford. Following 
the road would have added about five kilometres to the journey. 
Allowing for a pace of march of between one and two kilometres 
per hour, McArthur’s leading elements would have arrived at Maple 
Grove, two kilometres north of Malcolm’s Mills around noon.

Proceeding south from Maple Grove the land is flat rising to a 
ridge just north of Malcolm’s Mills. Topping that ridge McArthur 
would have seen a steep slope descending to a flatland of about 100 
metres, bisected by Malcolm’s Creek, and rising sharply again on 

the south side. To his right, approximately 250 metres from the 
bridge over the creek stood Malcolm’s grist and saw mills. 

Bostwick’s militiamen had prepared defensive positions along 
the summit of the ridge south of the creek, faint remnants of them 
remain visible today on the west side of County Road 24. They had 
removed the planks from the bridge over the creek. Between the 
creek and the heights they had constructed a roadblock of brush 
and logs. Their left and right flanks were protected by substantial 
millponds bordered by swamps. 

On their left Malcolm’s millpond extended over a kilometre 
toward the hamlet of Scotland. Another mill was located roughly 
2,500 metres downstream and its millpond, the Lower Oakland 
millpond, and surrounding swamp protected the right flank of 
Bostwick’s defensive positions. Richard Shaver, director of the 
Canadian Military Heritage Museum in Brantford, has spent 
decades studying the battle and walking the ground. He describes 
Bostwick’s selection of a battlefield and his defensive preparations 
as “absolutely excellent.”

Bostwick’s plan to assemble a larger force at Malcolm’s Mills had 
proven astute. He commanded approximately 400 militiamen and 
one British regular, Sergeant Charles Collins, detached from the 
41st Regiment. Collins had served at York and Fort Erie since at 
least 1809. The militiamen consisted of Bostwick’s 1st Regiment, 
Oxford militia, the 1st Regiment of Middlesex Militia, under Major 
John Eakins, 1st Regiment of Norfolk Militia, under Lt. Col. Joseph 
Ryerson and Major William D. Bowen and the 2nd Regiment of 
Norfolk Militia, under Major George C. Salmon.

They were accoutred in green jackets and blue trousers, in accord 
with the newest militia dress regulations approved in 1813. The 
commander of the 1st Regiment of the Norfolk militia, Lt.-Col. 
Joseph Ryerson, was senior to Lt.-Col. Bostwick. However, as the 
engagement was taking place in Oxford County, Bostwick assumed 
overall command.

Bostwick’s preparations were no match for McArthur, a man 
who had spent decades fighting natives on the frontier and had led 
a previous, successful raid into Upper Canada in the summer of 
1812. McArthur assembled the Kentucky militiamen on Bostwick’s 
front to give the impression of a frontal assault. The Ohio militia, 
the U.S. Rangers and their native allies then undertook flanking 
manoeuvres. McArthur personally led the Ohio militia probing on 
the right while, on the left, their native allies and the U.S. Rangers 
found a small bridge at the east end of the Lower Oakland millpond. 
Amateur historian Stuart Rammage, a retired police officer born and 
raised in a house between Oakland and Scotland, includes a map 
in his book, The Militia Stood Alone, that indicates these flanking 
manoeuvres were quite tight, taking place between Bostwick’s 
positions and the millponds. 

While there is no documentary record, this seems highly improb-
able. It is debatable as to whether the creek and swampy bottom 

Portrait of Major John Norton as Mohawk Chief Teyoninhokarawen. The 
adopted nephew of Joseph Brant, Norton was half Scottish and half 
Cherokee and played a prominent role in the War of 1812, commanding 
Iroquois warriors from Grand River into battle against American forces 
at Queenston Heights, Stoney Creek, and Chippawa. (painting by mather 
brown, yale center for british art, paul mellon fund)
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lands could have been crossed at these points. More importantly, 
these short flanking movements mean that the creek crossing would 
have taken place in range of Canadian muskets. Undertaken in this 
manner the pincers would not have surprised Bostwick’s troops

It is far more likely that they executed wide flanking movements. 
On their right (the Canadian left flank) they would have rode 
towards Scotland and crossed the creek west of the millpond. On 
their left there was a small bridge at the eastern end of the millpond 
protecting Bostwick’s right flank. These wide flanking movements 
could have gone undetected, and according to McArthur’s brief 
account of the battle, this was the case. Recalling that McArthur’s 
militiamen were all frontiersmen and accomplished riders they 
would have been capable of such a manoeuvre.

The success of these flanking manoeuvres doomed the Can-
adians and undermined the strong defensive position they had 
taken against a frontal assault. However, McArthur’s objective of 
blocking the militia’s retreat and bagging the entire party was not 
achieved. According to McArthur’s account of the operation, “the 
enemy would have been completely surprised and captured, had 
not an unfortunate yell by our Indians announced the approach 
of the detachment destined to attack their rear.” Nonetheless, the 
flanking movements meant “it was all over” for Bostwick’s forces, 
according to Shaver. The militia broke from their positions on the 
ridge and fled.

McArthur reported, “one captain [John Carroll of the 1st Oxford 
Regiment, purportedly killed by friendly fire after having been 
captured] and seventeen privates killed, nine privates wounded, and 
three captains, five subalterns, and one hundred and three privates 
made prisoners.” McArthur reported suffering seven casualties, one 
killed and six wounded.

McArthur’s figures conflict with Canadian reports of only two 
fatalities: the lone British regular, Sergeant Charles Collins, and 
Private Edwin Barton of the 1st Middlesex Regiment. Major Peter 
Chambers of the 19th Dragoons passed through Malcolm’s Mills 
in pursuit of McArthur’s force on November 7 and reported that 
the two fatalities “were killed and mutilated in the most horrible 
manner. Barton was actually butchered (no symptoms of having 
been shot) both scalped and cut shockingly.”

McArthur’s report is coy about this detail, noting “that there were 
some partial abuses produced by the unfortunate example presented 
by the Indians, whose customs impel them to plunder after victory.” 
It also offers an excuse, namely, “the atrocious deeds committed by the 
Indians in the service of the enemy: neither the innocent or disarmed 
have been massacred or molested.” McArthur leaves the door open 
for the armed to have been ‘molested’ or ‘abused.’

Following the battle McArthur did not pursue the fleeing militia, 
but did burn Malcolm’s grist and saw mills. His force destroyed 
another three mills as they proceeded south towards Port Dover. 
This is further evidence that their objective was the destruction 
of infrastructure and foodstuffs, not combat. Major Chambers 
shadowed them with a small detachment of the 19th Dragoons 
accompanied by men of the 103rd Regiment, militiamen and Six 
Nations warriors led by Teyoninhokovrawen (Major John Norton).

McArthur’s forces turned east when they reached the Talbot 
Road on November 8 and by the November 10, they were west of 

Long Point. On the 17th of the month they entered Fort Detroit, 
their mission accomplished. McArthur reported, “the resources 
of the enemy have been essentially impaired, and the destruction 
of the valuable mills in the vicinity of the Grand river, employed 
in the support of the army in the [Niagara] peninsula, together 
with the consumption of forage, and provisions necessary for the 
troops.” His raid undermined Canadian defensive operations on 
the Niagara frontier and eliminated the possibility of offensive 
operations against Fort Detroit. Factors all rendered moot when 
a peace treaty was concluded on Christmas Eve 1814, exactly five 
weeks after McArthur prepared his report. 

Some of the artefacts collected from the Malcolm’s Mills battlefield and on 
display at CMHM, include an American cutlass, a powder horn, a war axe 
and some coins. (photo by thom gordon)
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Gen. Walt Natynczyk  
leaves his mark on the CF



you off into the sunset like your predecessor?
CDS: No, that’s why we’re going to do it at the Canadian War 
Museum — we’ll be surrounded by tanks. But you know, I have 
talked to a number of my predecessors to see what they’ve done. 
In fact, one former chief of defence staff had his handover done in 
one of the conference rooms here in the building. They just signed 
the scrolls on the dotted line. And so I said, let’s find a balance and 
I think we are finding the right balance. 

EdeC: In looking back, what would you say was the most challenging 
part of your job as CDS?
CDS: My most challenging part of the job was to make sure our 
men and women were set up for success in Afghanistan. That was 
it. People’s lives were on the line every day and we had to find 
ways to enable their success. It kind of reminds me of when I was 
serving in Iraq earlier. The line I would use was, “The farther you 
are from the sound of the guns, the less you understand.” 

O
n October 15, Esprit de Corps publisher Scott 
Taylor sat down with Chief of Defence Staff 
Walter Natynczyk for a final interview before 
the general’s retirement from the Canadian 
Forces at the end of the month. What follows 

is an edited version of that one-on-one conversation.

EdeC: General, first let me thank you for taking time out of your busy 
schedule to do this interview. Your Change of Command Parade is just 
14 days away and you must be swamped with the handover process.
CDS: I am looking forward to getting through the next two 
weeks. I was just in Quebec City yesterday, saying farewell to about 
90 soldiers who are heading off to Kabul. I’ll try to get to CFB 
Wainwright later this week to visit the troops on Exercise MAPLE 
RESOLVE. It’s the last of my visits of that kind with the boys and 
girls out in the field. Then, you know, it’s time to get ready for the 
ceremony two weeks from today. 

EdeC: I understand that you’re going to scale the Change of Com-
mand Parade back a little bit. There will be no Leopard tank driving 

Farewell Uncle Walt

General Walt Natynczyk speaks to the crowd gathered at the opening 
ceremonies for Tsiigehtchic’s Canoe Days. (sgt frank hudec, dnd)
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I had to question how responsive we can be in order to provide 
whatever requirement was out there so that the soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and air women, and special forces troops are successful. 
That was the hardest piece. That carried over from when General 
Rick Hillier was in this office and I was the vice chief of defence 
staff — all the way through to when we closed out the Afghanistan 
combat mission [in July 2011]. 

When lives are on the line, that becomes the primary focus. You 
know, in terms of the other operations that we had — whether it 
was for the Olympics or whether it was for Haiti — we did not 
have that clear and present threat to our people each and every 
day. So, I would say that protecting our sons and daughters and 
ensuring their mission success was the biggest challenge I had for 
this five-year period of time. 

EdeC: Was there any particular day or moment that you found to be 
most difficult for you personally? 
CDS: It kind of predates being the CDS, as it would have been 
during Operation MEDUSA (September 2–17, 2006). General 
Rick Hillier wasn’t here and I was vice chief of defence staff, 
when we first got the news. I had the revelation that we were in 
combat — we were in heavy combat. The soldiers who were there 
in Arghandab and Ma’sum Ghar, they knew right away. But it took 
a while for folks here at NDHQ to understand that. I would say 
that was the most significant moment of my career. 

The other operation that I felt really comfortable with was how 
quickly we reacted in Haiti. I had just left Brigadier-General Mike 
Jorgensen out in Edmonton after visiting a bunch of wounded 
soldiers [they were injured in the same blast that killed four soldiers 
and journalist Michelle Lang in December 2009]. We were on the 
flight back to Ottawa when we found out about the earthquake 
and it was only after landing that we found out the magnitude of 
the quake. 

What I was really pleased with was the ability of the Canadian 
Forces, working with the department and clearly with strategic 

NATYNCZYK INTERVIEW ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 60

General Walter 
Natynczyk climbs out 
of a Leopard 2A6M 
tank with the Lord 
Strathcona’s Horse 
(Royal Canadian) 
Regiment during 
his visit to Exercise 
MAPLE RESOLVE 
at CFB Wainwright 
on October 19, 2012. 
This was one of Gen. 
Natynczyk’s final troop 
visits before retiring 
from the Forces after 
a 38-year career. 
(cpl tina gillies, cfb 
wainwright imagery 
section, dnd)
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by Michel W. Drapeau & Joshua M. Juneau

One step forward, two steps back

I t is an accepted credo that Canada is not and has never been a 
warring nation. Yet, Canada has a rich military heritage. Consider 
that over the past two centuries, Canada has played a major role in 
several local wars and global conflicts. More à propos, Canada was 
recently engaged in the decade-long “War on Terror,” whose price 
tag is estimated to be $11.3 billion. (To put things in perspective, 
during the same period the U.S. spent an estimated $802 billion.) 
This number represents the material cost of that war. It includes 
the expenditures related to training, transportation, weapons 
systems and munitions, equipment, repairs and overhaul, pay and 
allowances, etc.

But the cost of this war did not end with Canada’s withdrawal 
from combat and combat service support troops in July 2012. In 
fact, it is only through the passage of time that the true and veritable 
long-term human cost of this war will be uncovered. Simply put, 
the overall success of Canada’s effort in Afghanistan should be 
measured domestically by consideration of how Canada treats its 
veterans who are still serving, as many of these will undoubtedly 
be haunted, post-traumatically, for years to come. Indeed, some 
authors have suggested that the return of combat soldiers from the 
Afghan theatre will result in a “tsunami” of mental health cases that 
will rely on new approaches in diagnosis and treatment.

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER
The Animated Dissection of Anatomy for Medicine medical encyclo-
pedia defines post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) as “a type of 

anxiety disorder … [that] occurs after one has seen or experienced 
a traumatic event that involved the threat of injury or death.” 

PTSD is a complex psychological disorder, and most psychologists 
agree that diagnosis depends on that person disclosing a traumatic 
event. In fact, it may also take up to one month of continual care 
and clinical testing to make a formal diagnosis of PTSD. 

Herein lays a potential conundrum. 
According to Capt. J.N. Rickard’s article “The Canadian Army 

and Fighting Power,” soldiers are called upon to display attributes of 
courage, mental robustness, toughness, and self-confidence. How 
would a soldier afflicted with a post-traumatic operational injury re-
spond when in the presence of their comrades? As discussed below, 
we contend that, especially for a soldier, it would be considered a 
weakness to admit to such mental difficulties. 

It is therefore a challenge for the Canadian Forces to ensure 
soldiers in need of mental health are able to come forward, without 
being stigmatized for doing so by their comrades. Put bluntly, for a 
person in uniform who has experienced a traumatic event in theatre, 
admission of mental injury may translate to mean that they must 
admit to weaknesses, and that they have been affected by events 
more severely than some of their comrades. 

SELF-REPORTING DOES NOT WORK 
AND THE ARMY OUGHT TO KNOW THAT
Presently, the Canadian Forces is only scratching the surface when it 
comes to providing needed mental health support to serving veterans. 

The Canadian 
Forces and 
PTSD:

The Canadian 
Forces and 
PTSD:
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Why? Probably because of two intertwined, powerful reasons. 
First, the CF relies on self-reporting from PTSD sufferers. In 

doing so, the CF is asking those suffering from mental health 
issues to abandon their last vestiges of professional and regimental 
pride, and voluntarily place themselves under the tutelage of the 
CF medical system. In plain words: to receive treatment, soldiers 
must first admit failure and pay the consequences. This will be 
discussed further below. 

Second, knowingly or not, the already fatigued, exhausted and 
disorientated PTSD soldier is then asked to ‘hang up his skates’ 
so to speak, since, as night follows day, the CF member is almost 
certainly facing a medical release. Rehabilitation and restoration 
to health, if possible, will have to take place once he or she returns 
to civilian life.

The current methods relied upon by the CF and some of our 
allies for diagnosis of PTSD continue to depend on a system of self-
reporting. This is at best unrealistic and perhaps even disingenuous. 
Not surprisingly, this is not working. Let us explain.

Our brave, valiant and resolute soldiers are trained to endure 
pain, to harden the will to fight, and they are conditioned to 
deploy with unremitted perseverance in the face of adversity. Our 
soldiers train and fight in a binding association with their regimental 
comrades-in-arms with whom they experience emotional extremes 
that may fluctuate from complete dejection one day to exultation 
the next. More than anything, our soldiers never want to let their 
buddies down, desert them, or admit to any lessening of their will 
to fight and assume their share of risks. Character and nerve are 
the very essence of the professional soldier, not self-pity.

No professional soldier will readily admit to incapacity and 
weakness knowing that this will be necessarily be accompanied 
with the daunting task of having to disengage from his regimental 
moorings. Throwing the towel, so to speak, would be an act of 
dishonor, disloyalty and weakness and lead to isolation from his 
regiment, his comrades and his chosen profession. 

WHAT TO DO?
THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IN BRIEF
In the United States, it was reported that 38 serving soldiers died by 
suicide in July 2012 alone. This represents the highest one-month 
total of suicides that the U.S. Army has ever recorded. Staggeringly, 
this number cannot be read in isolation. Between January and July 

2012, the U.S. Army reported 187 soldier suicides compared to a 
total of 283 soldier suicides in the entirety of 2011. The figures, 
as reported, do not state how many of these soldiers served in 
Afghanistan; but by any standard, this is a crisis. 

President Barack Obama has responded by expanding the avail-
ability of health care to injured soldiers. In September 2012, the 
U.S. government announced an expansion of 1,600 mental health 
professionals and 800 peer support counsellors to help combat the 
mental health crises at home in the United States. Furthermore, 
a task force was initiated by the United States to investigate and 
develop strategies for diagnosing and treating post-traumatic stress 
disorder. This is a very good beginning.

THE CANADIAN RESPONSE
The crisis for service persons in Canada is analogous to that in 
the United States. Consider that in 2011 more Canadian Forces 
soldiers committed suicide than at any time since the mid-1990s, 
and the number of suicides among CF personnel in 2011 rose 63 
per cent from 2010. The CF has not yet revealed how many soldier 
suicides have occurred in 2012 (these statistics are usually released 
after the end of the calendar year). 

In response to a long-awaited report by the DND/CF Ombuds-
man titled “Fortitude under Fire” in September 2012, Defence 
Minister Peter MacKay announced additional funding of $11.4 
million to help boost Canadian Forces mental health services to 
hire more psychiatrists and psychologists. This represents a mere 
one dollar at home for every one thousand dollars spent abroad. 

In our opinion, the Canadian government and the Canadian 
Forces have not reacted in concert with our neighbours to the south 
and continue to have a piecemeal approach to the growing problem. 

A case in point, the CF’s approach in dealing with the suicide 
death of Corporal Stuart Langridge, a Lord Strathcona’s Horse 
(Royal Canadian) veteran of the Bosnian and Afghan campaigns 
who, after five unsuccessful attempts, committed suicide in his 
Edmonton barracks on March 15, 2008. 

POSTSCRIPT: THE LANGRIDGE INQUIRY
No one knows exactly why Cpl Langridge committed suicide, 

PTSD  ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 59
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M aster Corporal Jody Mitic says recovering 
from a serious injury has meant learning to 
ask himself: Who’s the new guy? 

Five years ago he was completing his 
third overseas mission with the Canadian 

Forces — his second in Afghanistan, and his first as a sniper team 
leader with 1 Royal Canadian Regiment — when his tour was cut 
short by the combined blast of an improvised explosive device and 
mortar bomb. He was out on a pre-dawn patrol through Arghandab 
Valley when he stepped on the booby trap.

“The guy I was when I was a sniper, he might as well have died 
when that bomb went off,” he says. “Everything leading up to 
that step, not that it doesn’t count, but you can’t hang onto it.”

He was 30 years old at the time and enjoying a budding military 
career. Despite losing his shins, ankles and feet following the explo-
sion, he couldn’t imagine walking away from life in the infantry.

“Before I even left Kandahar I was telling my sniper team I’ll go 
home, get fixed up, do my recovery, and in 2010 I’ll come back 
and we’ll chase bad guys again,” he says.

“In my mind, you know, because I’ve been a soldier since 17, 
getting killed, getting smashed — that’s just one of the occupational 
hazards of being an infanteer. So when I did get hurt, I thought, 

e

Soldiering on in  
the face of adversity

MCpl Jody Mitic

by Marlee Wasser

what else am I supposed to do but get better? That was my job. 
That was my duty to myself, to my unit.”

Determined to return to his team and pick up where he left off, 
Mitic was back on new feet in no time. Within a year of receiving 
below-knee prosthesis he ran 5 kilometres to raise funds for St. 
John’s Rehab Hospital in Toronto, the facility where he had spent 
most of his time learning to walk again with artificial limbs.

In 2009 he drew national media attention when he completed 
the Canada Army Run half marathon in Ottawa, a feat which 
launched the work of Soldier On into the spotlight and challenged 
the military community’s perception of seriously injured service 
members.

MCpl Jody Mitic at last year’s Canada Army Run. Formerly a sniper leader 
with 1st Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment, MCpl Jody Mitic was 
on a routine early morning patrol through Arghandab Valley in Afghanistan 
in 2007 when he stepped on a pair of buried explosive devices that sent 
him flying through the air. Beneath the initial IED that blew off his right foot 
lay a mortar bomb. The explosion from that secondary device damaged 
his other leg. There wasn’t a lot that could be salvaged. In the end he 
had to lose his shins, ankles and feet on both sides. Two months after the 
explosion, he got artificial legs and spent seven months learning to walk. 
(hyungcheol james park, esprit de corps)
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Mitic says physically bouncing back after his injury came easy. 
His biggest struggle was making the mental adjustment to his new 
reality. The very dream that was fuelling his speedy recovery was 
keeping him from moving on with his life.

By the time he crossed the finish line at the 2009 Canada Army 
Run, more than two years had passed since his injury. Yet, he was 
still telling everyone he wanted to return to Afghanistan.

“Nobody was saying no, but it’s one of those things — you’re 
a double amputee, let’s be realistic,” he says. “You’re not going to 
Afghanistan and climbing mountains on sniper missions with two 
prosthetic legs. That’s just not going to happen.”

Eventually he had to accept the fact that, for better or worse, 
his life really had changed after detonating that land mine in 2007.

“It’s time to move on,” he says. “You were the sniper. You were 
that guy doing that job. You can still run. You’re still fit. You’re 
still a good dude. But let’s focus on the reality of the situation.”

Fortunately some positive life changes have helped to make the 
mental transition easier.

Returning to his home base of Petawawa during his early days 
of rehabilitation, Mitic ran into Sergeant Alannah Gilmore, one 
of the medics who had saved his life in Afghanistan. The two soon 
fell in love and had a daughter together the following year. Now 
they’re a family of four.

Becoming a father gave Mitic good reason to re-evaluate his 
priorities. Even if he could go back to being a sniper in Afghanistan, 
he began to realize it might not be worth it.

“I don’t want to be the guy who goes back and does all that 
stuff, but then at age 50 I’m in a wheelchair.” 

He says never in his 15 years of infantry service were his knees 
ever as sore as they are now after wearing a prosthesis for a day. 
Just to go 10 feet he says he has to exert as much effort as he used 
to for 50. So he’s had to start thinking more economically about 
how to expend his energy and where he wants to rack up the 
inevitable wear and tear.

“I’d rather do that chasing my kids,” he says.
But if he hadn’t become a father, and if he had been younger 

at the time of his injury, he says he might have found a way to 
return to Afghanistan. He would never tell another injured soldier 
with similar ambition to give up the idea of returning to active 
combat duty.

“I would be ashamed of myself if I told someone to slow down 
their dreams or their goals. It’s something that you have to learn 
for yourself, too,” he says. “We have some amputees who have 
gone back, some single-leg amputees. It’s one of those things 
where everyone’s learning.”

With the way technology is advancing, he says he would like to 
imagine this sort of thing becoming less unheard of in the future.

“Now they’re talking about bionic legs that will attach to you in 
the next 25 to 30 years,” he says. “So if we get into another conflict 
it’ll just be like guys get blown up, they recover and then go back 
to their jobs. And the systems will be in place to support that.”

In 2009 Mitic was invited to start outreach work with the Can-
adian Forces’ rehabilitation through sports program, Soldier On, 
giving him a new sense of direction on his own road to recovery.

“Now I had a role, to be the guy the military wanted people to 
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say: Look, this is how our soldiers handle themselves,” he says. “All 
of that is motivating to me because you have a certain amount of 
responsibility to yourself, to carry yourself with dignity and with 
pride. All that soldier stuff.”

Five years into his rehabilitation process, Mitic says he’s still 
working on finding his stride.

Having pushed his physical limits so far, so early on, he’s had 
to face some consequences. This past March he needed revision 
surgery for his left leg because his original scars split open. His 
orthopedic surgeon had completed the same operation on his 
right leg in 2009 before Mitic went on to finish the half marathon 
at Canada Army Run.

“Truth be told, I didn’t really consult with him post-surgery 

about running the Army Run,” he says. “And he quite often 
reminds me that ‘if you had asked me, I would have told you not 
to do it.’”

But if he could go back in time, Mitic says he wouldn’t have 
done anything differently.

“Staying fit is one of the top three things I have to do for me, as 
a person,” he says. Proving to himself he could still be as active as 
before was something he felt he had to do early on in his recovery 
process to preserve his sanity.

After his surgery earlier this year Mitic was given strict orders not 
to run again until the following spring. His doctor told him if he 
doesn’t want the procedure to have to be redone every five years 
his scars need at least 12 months to really become solid before he 
can start pounding on them with prosthetics.

In the meantime Mitic is figuring out new ways to stay active 
that work better for his body.

“I consider myself a five-year-old, when it comes to physical 
ability,” he says. “Because that’s how it is. I’m five on these 
prosthetics, so I’m still learning.”

He can no longer do squats and even push-ups are difficult, 
so he’s started looking beyond the basics for creative new ways 
to exercise.

South African double-amputee sprinter Oscar Pistorius has been 
a great source of inspiration, he says, and much more practical than 
his teenage role model, Arnold Schwarzenegger.

“Muscles get in the way. Being 200 pounds isn’t useful,” he says. 
“The more weight I can take off and still be strong, the better I 
am in my prosthetics.”

He says ideally he wants to be as lean and strong as a mixed 
martial arts fighter.

“I’m just looking into how they exercise, seeing what I can do 
with my limitations,” he says.

He’s also exploring yoga, but even there he’s finding obstacles 

MCpl Jody Mitic and Cpl 
Mark Fuchko show their 
support for Soldier On at 
Canada Army Run. The 
program helps injured 
and ill Canadian Forces 
members rehabilitate 
through sport and it has 
had a significant impact 
in the lives of many. 
Fuchko spent an entire 
year re-learning how to 
walk after losing his legs 
below the knee to an IED 
in Afghanistan in 2008.
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O n November 17, 2007 Captain Simon Mailloux was 
part of a convoy setting out near Kandahar when his 
light armoured vehicle struck an improvised explosive 

device, ejecting him into the night sky and killing Corporal 
Nicolas Beauchamp, 28, Private Michel Lévesque, 25, and an 
Afghan interpreter.

“Once they picked me up and put me in the Blackhawk to 
get me evacuated, I yelled at my guys: ‘I’m back soon, just 
don’t wait for me!’”

He knows he must have sounded crazy.
“There were also a bit of meds in there I’m sure. But I 

definitely had the will to come back right there,” he says.
When he awoke in a hospital bed in Landstuhl, Germany, he 

realized medics had amputated the lower portion of his left leg.
The shock hit him like a tonne of bricks. But he was back in 

Quebec City a week later to begin rehabilitation, with the goal 
of returning to Afghanistan still in mind.

“You get doubts,” he admits. “I mean, you’re missing a part. 
You barely can stand up and walk. And everything hurts. So of 
course putting back on the gear and the helmet and the vest and 
starting shooting and running, it’s not really in your mindset.” 

But he pushed himself anyway.
“I wanted to do that because the mission wasn’t finished. A 

lot of our guys were still over there. They were getting injured 
as well.”

Two years and four rounds of surgery later, Capt. Mailloux 
was 25 years old, sporting a high-tech prosthetic leg, and 
ready to redeploy to Kandahar Air Field headquarters as a staff 

because sometimes half a class will be all leg work. One day he says 
he might try a one-on-one session without prosthetics to see what 
he can really do with it.

On top of figuring out how to keep in shape, Mitic is also 
learning how to transition to civilian life.

“I still miss soldiering more than anything,” he says. “But, you 
know, I want to focus on raising a family and maybe advocating a 
little bit more for injured soldiers and veterans.”

“My personal motto is never quit. But there’s a point where 
you’re not necessarily quitting, but you’re passing the torch,” he 
says. “You’re moving on. Because I’ve still got to pay bills, I’ve still 
got to raise two kids. Being a master corporal until I’m 50, you’re 
not going to accomplish a lot no matter how respected you are. 
The system only changes so much at a certain pace. And I think me 
and several other guys in my position, wounded in the last couple 
of years, did our best. But now it’s time for me to see what’s next.”

Recently he has been considering a career in media or motiva-
tional speaking.

“It’s not soldiering, but its challenging enough that it almost 

officer — becoming the first Canadian amputee to return to 
active duty in Afghanistan.

The posting was mainly a desk job, laying out field plans, 
but from time to time he would go outside the wire to check 
up on various forward operating bases.

“I got a few chances to go out. Not as much as I would have 
liked,” he says.

Before taking on the assignment he had to prove himself 
battle-ready. Training alongside fellow soldiers at CFB Valcartier, 
he marched 13 kilometres on his artificial limb with a 27-kilo-
gram (60-lb.) pack on his back (a feat he completed in two 
hours and 22 minutes). He dug a foot-deep trench and carried 
another infanteer, who bore his full military kit, for 100 metres.

This year Capt. Mailloux came in first place in the 5K amputee 
category at Canada Army Run. Then on October 11 he was 
honoured with a Commander-in-Chief Unit Commendation 
from Canadian Army Commander Lieutenant-General Peter 
Devlin and Canadian Army Sergeant Major CWO Michael 
Hornbrook.  

feels the same,” he says. “One of the reasons I became a sniper was 
so I could think on my feet. And it’s kind of along the same lines.”

He says sharing his experience also helps civilians learn more 
about the armed forces, giving him a way to continue supporting 
the military community and fellow veterans.

“I’m figuring out how to be me and make a living and stay 
true to what I want to do,” he says. “No one, I don’t think, gets 
into soldering for the money, because the money is shit. But the 
adventure and camaraderie is real. And when you leave that world 
you want to keep those aspects.”

For now Mitic is still an active member of the Canadian Forces. 
He says he’s grateful for the support he’s been receiving while 
carving out his post-military identity.

“Figuring out who I am is becoming a full-time job,” he says. 
“I like the way it’s going and I’m looking forward to becoming 
Mr. Mitic and starting things new.”

He’s still not quite sure who the new guy is, he says. Part family 
man, part soldier, part military community advocate — he’s on his 
way to answering that question. 

Captain Simon 
Mailloux, 
the first CF 
amputee to 
have returned 
to active duty 
in Afghanistan, 
receives a 
Commander-
in-Chief Unit 
Commendation 
from the 
Commander Canadian Army LGen Peter Devlin and Canadian Army 
Sergeant Major CWO Michael Hornbrook on October 11, 2012. (cpl 
philippe archambault, directorate of army public affairs, dnd)

MISSION: POSSIBLE
Captain Simon Mailloux
by Marlee Wasser
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So you think you know your military history? Well, think again!

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of our At Ease feature, a collection of 
military trivia and humour. The answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.  

Good luck! Your input is welcome! Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

1. What is (was) the Eastern 
equivalent of NATO?

2. Whose name has become 
the eponym for the puppet 
leader of a foreign-imposed 

regime?

3. Who parachuted 
into Scotland on a solo 
peace mission in 1941?

4. Which country 
invaded Afghanistan in 

1839?

5. What does the UDA 
stand for in Ireland?

6. What military-ruled country has long 
been a part of NATO?

7. Does MI5 catch spies or spy itself?

8. Who adopted the Cross of Lorraine 
during the Second World War?

9. What city was called Tsaritsyn and 
then Stalingrad?

10. What did Mussolini invade in 1935?

This month I’m going to be competitive. I acquired a Penguin Mastermind Quiz Book and  
tackled the first ten military-related questions. When you’ve tried them I’ll give you my score!
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After Dominion: The making  
of Canadian foreign policy

by Eric Leclerc

 
As Canada emerged as an independent player on  

the world stage, it took some clever diplomacy to avoid simply 
trading one imperial master for another

LONDON 1923 — They had come 
from every part of the vast British Empire, 
prime ministers from each of the British 
dominions. If you ran a self-governing 
territory that had sworn allegiance to 
King George V and his heirs then you 
got invited to the Imperial Conference 
of 1923. Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
Australia, Union of South Africa, Irish 
Free State and Canada all lined up to 
negotiate favours with the world great 
superpower.

William Lyon Mackenzie King had led 
the Canadian delegation to London with 
a singular goal in mind: to redefine the 
role of the governor general. In light of 
his dispute with Lord Byng, he no longer 
felt it appropriate for the governor general 
to function as the British government’s 
agent. The time had come to designate 
the position solely as the representative 
of the Crown.

King also came to London to practice 
the tactics he had espoused as head of the 
Liberal Party. At that time the electoral 
math of Canada meant that the Liberals 
only had a shot if they won over Quebec and made overtures to 
Western Canada. It was the Tories who loved Britain, anglophiles 
who would love nothing more than for Canada to remain a sub-
servient dominion forever. The Liberals knew that if they embraced 
new ideas that appealed to francophones in Quebec and reformers 
in the West, they could cobble together a tenuous alliance that 
would keep them in power.

Those ideas came in the form of taking a firm stand in defending 
Canadian autonomy and demonstrating that Anglo-Dominion 

relations could provide common ground 
between Quebec and the West. This 
turned out to be the perfect recipe for a 
new power base for the Liberals. 

The 1923 Imperial Conference was the 
perfect setting for King to continue his 
quest toward autonomy while providing 
common ground to bring the Progressive 
and Quebec groups together. The gather-
ing in London became a struggle between 
two main factions of the Empire — those 
for and those against imperial centraliza-
tion — and the Canadian prime minister 
took command of those advocating 
dominion autonomy.

Central to Canada’s external policy 
in the 1920s was the League of Nations. 
Those in favour of it viewed it as the 
perfect setting for Canadian self-interests 
to flourish under the umbrella of multi-
lateralism. Those who were opposed to 
the League, as King was, mainly had a 
problem with Article X of its covenant. 

Article X dealt with collective security 
and stated that each member had the 
responsibility to that security by taking 

military action against any aggressor. This kind of absolutism made 
the Liberal prime minister nervous. Who could know where alli-
ances would lead so soon after World War I? Such a critical decision, 
King had long agreed, was best left to individual governments. 
“Parliament,” he said, “not a European ‘think tank’ would decide 
when Canada went to war.”

If King was a bit prone to isolationism it was only because he 
wanted to loosen the imperial connection with Britain to help 
create an independent Canadian foreign policy that embraced 

William Lyon Mackenzie King was Prime Minister 
of Canada off and on for a total of 22 years (1921-
26, 1926-30, 1935-48). Regarded as a conciliator, 

Mackenzie King has been described as being “mild-
mannered” with “a bland public personality.” But in 

his private life he was much more exotic.
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multilateralism and the rule of law. 
If that meant that, in the meantime, 
he’d also be setting himself up as 
the longest-serving prime minister 
in Canadian history, then so be it.

In the end, King got his way. 
Three years after the Imperial 
Conference the British govern-
ment made the Balfour Declara-
tion whereby, “… all dominions 
would be considered autonomous 
communities within the British 
Empire, equal in status in no way 
subordinate one to another in any 
aspect of their domestic or external 
affairs, though united by a common 
allegiance to the Crown, and freely 
associated as members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations.”

Europe 1937 — In the face of 
threats to world peace by Italy, 
Japan and Germany, King attempted 
to avoid involvement in foreign 
conflicts and fully supported the 
policies of appeasement advanced 
by British Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain. Those in Canada who 
remained steadfastly loyal to mother Britain were appalled.

“Mr. King has very definitely decided upon a policy of 100% 
isolationism,” wrote J.W. Dafoe, editor of the Winnipeg Free Press. 
“The League of the future which Mr. King envisages will be a kind 
of recurrent conference with permanent organs functioning in 
the interim, at which there will be debate and more debate about 
world affairs.” 

With the storm of war gathering 
around Europe, it took a Royal Tour 
of King George VI to stoke the fires 
of British nationalism to the extent 
that war on behalf of the Empire 
would be palpable to enough Can-
adians for King to commit troops.

After the war Canada was left at 
a crossroads. The influx of massive 
numbers of American soldiers into 
the Canadian North-West during 
WWII aroused both political and 
public concerns.

King’s diary is particularly in-
sightful in terms of the prime 
minister’s thoughts on Canadian-
American relations. At times his 
thoughts on American designs in 
the north verged on paranoia; he 
appeared convinced that the long-
term American objective was to 
control the entire continent.

But despite these feelings King 
made sure that Canada’s foreign af-
fairs alignment would begin to face 
south rather than toward Europe. 
Some historians suggest that during 
these years the King government 

made Canada a dependent or ‘satellite’ of the Americans. Donald 
Creighton’s The Forked Road casts the Liberal government as 
Anglophobes who chose the American path and subjugated 
Canadian independence to the United States. In this view, the 
Americans, always the enemy to Canadian autonomy and the most 
pervasive threat to Canada’s British heritage, lured the susceptible 
King government into a trap that undermined Canadian sovereignty.

ABOVE:  Men line up outside Toronto’s Yonge Street Mission 
during the Great Depression. Canada was hit hard by the 

decade-long Great Depression, which started in the U.S. in late 
1929. Despite the emergence of numerous radical parties, the 
government was run by the major parties. After his defeat to 

Conservative R.B. Bennett in 1930, Mackenzie King won the 1935 
election by a landslide with the slogan “King or Chaos.” He then 

served as prime minister until his retirement in 1948. During all but 
the last two years he was also secretary of state for external affairs, 

taking personal charge of foreign policy.   
TOP INSET: Mackenzie King, U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt, 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and the Earl of Athlone, 
Governor General of Canada at the first Quebec Conference, 

August 1943. (imperial war museum)

“With the storm of war gathering 
around Europe, it took a Royal 
Tour of King George VI to stoke 
the fires of British nationalism”
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Whether post-war Canada traded one imperial power for 
another is debatable. Above all, King’s legacy is two-fold, he 
kept the country together during the Great Depression and a 
World War while also chiselling a place for Canada within a new 
world order that would grow more sinister and insecure than at 
any time before. If it was to be the master of its destiny, King 
figured, Canada might as well keep that destiny safe under the 
umbrella of multilateralism.

And so Canada stayed out of harm’s way during the Cold War, 
the Vietnam War and most of the troubles in Africa. Content 
to polish its reputation as a ‘peacekeeping nation’ built by Mike 
Pearson and Pierre Trudeau, Canada adored the United Nations 
that it helped build. And yes, J.W. Dafoe was mostly right, it had 
become a permanent organ functioning in the interim, but the 
Security Council of the United Nations did allow for action from 
time to time.

Iraq 2003 — The UN Security Council is not known to make rash 
decisions no matter how dramatic the United States plead its case 

to invade Iraq. Canada, long-time paragon of virtue in the court 
of world opinion, found itself in a tight spot. The UN was saying 
‘no,’ but the U.S. (Canada’s primary benefactor) was saying ‘Yes, 
there are weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, let’s go get them.’

So Jean Chrétien’s government took that often travelled road 
first tread by William Lyon Mackenzie King: lean on multilateralism 
until events force your hand. Foreign Affairs Minister Bill Graham 
knew the script well.

“We would have preferred being able to agree with our close 
friends and allies,” said Graham, “however, the decision must always 
be consistent with Canada’s long-standing values and principles; in 
this case, that the use of force must always be the last resort of states 
and our commitment to working through multilateral institutions 
to solve questions of peace and security.” 

In his book Whose War Is It? Jack Granatstein argues this policy 
has the luxury of seeming to be based on principle but, in fact, has 
more to do with interests.

“That Canada had not always followed this rule was clear, as 
in the Kosovo war just four years earlier. That it was a pledge to a 
deeply flawed process in a grossly dysfunctional Security Council 
was also clear.”

He claims that in recent decades, and perhaps for much longer 
than that, multilateralism was used as a tactic when it could not 
constrain great powers and it was tossed away whenever Canada 
preferred to paddle its own canoe. 

This brand of practical idealism has been the only way Canada 
has been able to get by on this planet for 145 years. No one did 
it better than King. He wrote the playbook for so many prime 
ministers because he was the first to propose that the very idea 
of a Canadian-grown foreign policy would only flourish after 
dominion. 

King George VI presents the King’s Colour to the Royal Canadian 
Navy during a ceremony in Beacon Hill Park, May 30, 1939. The King’s 
Canadian Royal Tour helped to stoke the fires of British nationalism in the 
country. (library and archives canada, pa-148552) 
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M ount Putnik in Alberta’s Peter Lougheed Provincial 
Park, two hours from Calgary, has been standing 
quietly and ignored for almost 100 years. That all 

changed recently when some 100 people came to Kananaskis 
Country on a sunny October weekend for the unveiling of a 
plaque in an early Remembrance Day ceremony to honour General 
Radomir Putnik and his Allied forces in southeast Europe. 

General Putnik, a WWI hero described by The Harper En-
cyclopedia of Military Biography as “a remarkable commander 
and artilleryman, resourceful, determined, and possessing sound 
strategic vision who was particularly good at using terrain to good 
effect in both attack and defense,” became the honoured namesake 
of the Rockies’ peak in 1918.

“It’s long overdue to honour our allies in Serbia who sacrificed 
so much for the Allied cause in both great wars,” said Mr. Richard 
Westbury, a past president of the Royal Alberta United Services 
Institute, which operates out of Calgary’s Mewata Armouries. 
Serbia lost as much as one quarter of her people, both soldiers and 
civilians, against three empires and an estimated eight percent of 
all WWI war dead.

General Putnik is remembered in particular because, under 
his leadership, the smaller Allied Serbian army was able to clear 
their country of the larger Imperial German and Imperial Austro-
Hungarian troops from 1914 through most of 1915 before a 
costly winter retreat to Salonica, Greece. This was considered a 
remarkable feat at the time.

“We should put up a plaque for all the mountains in the Rockies 
that were named after WWI to honour the people and ships of note 
for their services in The Great War. The longer we delay the more 
we lose our shared history,” says Westbury. 

Other peaks deserving recognition include Mount Edith Cavell, 
named in 1916 for an English nurse who was executed by the enemy 
for helping Allied soldiers escape occupied Belgium; Mount Smuts 
was named in 1918 for the military General Jan Smuts, who was 
instrumental in establishing the League of Nations; and Mount 
Indefatigable, after the Royal Navy battlecruiser sunk in 1916 in 
the Battle of Jutland.

An Early Remembrance Day 
Celebration in Kananaskis 
Country, Alberta:
Mount Putnik gets its plaque

by Bob Ivkovic

The plaque project was spearheaded by The Ravna Gora Herit-
age Society, named after a mountain in Serbia where the first WWII 
resistance group in Europe of anti-Communist and anti-Nazi forces 
raised their banner and managed to save some 500 Allied airmen 
by the end of 1944 in what was the largest evacuation of Allied 
forces from behind enemy lines. 

This same heroic resistance army was later, because of trumped 
up criticism, betrayed at Yalta by the Allies who decided to back the 
Communists — but that is another (almost untold) story. One of 
the more inconvenient truths is that the Communists never saved a 
single Allied pilot on the way to and back from bombing Romanian 
oil fields and never had a foothold in Serbia until the million-soldier 
Red Army arrived — but this is an even bigger untold story.

“We are pleased that we had the support of the Friends of 
Kananaskis, the premier’s office, and the Ministry of Tourism, 
Parks and Recreation,” said Brian Tumbas, one of the organizers. 
“It’s amazing how much work it took and how many people were 
involved to make it happen. We are pleased to have recognized a 
true WWI hero and the sacrifices of his people — even if it took 
almost 100 years,” he said.

Among those in attendance were Bryce Chase, a 30-year 
veteran of the RCAF, a member of the Air Crew Association and 
the Burma Star Association, and John Melbourne, who is also a 
veteran RCAF pilot and past president of the Air Force Association 
which represents all ranks and trades of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force in Canada.

The assemblage was piped in and out by a piper from the 
Calgary City Police Pipes and Drums and a reception was held at 
the Royal Canadian Legion in Canmore, Alberta, where letters of 
congratulations were read including one from Prince Alexander of 
Serbia in remembrance of General Putnik who served under his 
great grandfather, King Peter I. 

e

Above, a small crowd of 100, including RCAF veterans and Serbs wearing 
traditional dress, gathered for the unveiling of a plaque which reads, in 
part: “Mount Putnik is named in perpetual remembrance of the men and 
women of the Allied armed forces in Serbia and their leader, Field Marshal 
Radomir Putnik (1847–1917).”



54  volume 19 issue 10

compiled by 

Les Peate

Veterans’ news & views

e

that, instead, they looked for the driver, 
who turned out to live in Mimico (an 
affected area). Sure enough, he turned up 
at home, having abandoned his vehicle to 
help his family salvage their effects. This was 
the highlight of my military police career. 
When I transferred to The RCR a year later 
I had the distinction of being the only C 
Pro C member who was never promoted 
to lance corporal! 

VETERANS REVIEW AND 
APPEAL BOARD
I have received a number of comments 
on the procedures and decisions of the 
Veterans Review and Appeal Board. Most of 

October 15, 2012 marks the 
58th anniversary of the arrival in 
Canada (with little or no fanfare) 

of SU 3097, Pte. Peate, L, of the Canadian 
Provost Corps. This event may have been 
overshadowed by the simultaneous arrival 
of the disastrous Hurricane Hazel in the 
Toronto area. 

Unwilling to be identified as “just off 
the boat,” I wandered around nonchalantly 
amid torrents of rain and flooded Humber 
River debris, under the impression that this 
was normal Canadian weather. 

My fellow “meatheads” were searching 
for a missing trailer and assault boat (on 
loan from Camp Borden) and I suggested 

these are critical. To be honest, many of the 
complaints concern disappointing decisions 
by the board. I will no doubt incur a few 
enmities by remarking that, in some cases, 
the VRAB is right. However, in many cases 
the VRAB, due to lack of appreciation of 
military or medical conditions, has failed 
to give veterans their due. I have long 
criticized the lack of veterans and the ap-
pointment of political nominees to VRAB, 
so I will say no more on that subject. 

However, if MP Peter Stoffer has his 
way, things may change. The NDP Veterans 
Affairs Critic has put forward Bill C-447, 
accepted for introduction unanimously by 
MPs of all parties. The proposed legisla-
tion would, within three years, repeal and 
replace VRAB with a simplified medical 
and evidence-based peer review process 
with veterans representatives included in 
the selection of members. (The text of the 
motion may be obtained by contacting me 
at jlpeate@rogers.com.) 

I thank VRAB for helping me keep in 
business — I get more letters, e-mails and 
phone calls on that topic!

MORE FROM VETERANS 
AFFAIRS
Another nine worthy individuals have 
received the Minister of Veterans Affairs 
Commendation. From Alberta, honours 
go to Gail Beck, Donna Currie, Dave 
Horrocks, Donald Stewart and Bill Toews, 
MMM (a PPCLI Korea vet!). Recipients 
from Saskatchewan are Peter Guthrie 
and Carolynne Kobelsky, while Juliet 

ANNIVERSARY

The Toronto Daily Star’s October 22, 1954 headline reads: “Troops Sweep Humber for 
Dead.” Hurricane Hazel left her mark on Canada in 1954, but it took Les Peate a little longer.
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Lafortune and Stanley Miner, both of 
Winnipeg, also received awards.

The commendation is presented to 
individuals who have contributed to the 
care and well-being of veterans and to 
the remembrance of their contributions, 
sacrifices and achievements. It is intended 
primarily for veterans, but in some cases 
may be awarded to non-veterans. For more 
information contact veterans.gc.ca.

Veterans Affairs has announced a num-
ber of “information packages” to help 
keep veterans advised of services avail-
able — both on a general and individuals 
basis. The “Benefit Browser” — produced 
by VAC and the Office of the Veterans 
Ombudsman — provides in “streamline 
form” information on service available. 
“My VAC Account” and “My VAC Book” 
contain updated information on a veteran’s 
individual dealings with the Department 
(the latter is a handy hardcopy print ac-
count). For information on these services, 
call 1-866-522-2122 or visit their website 
or email information@vac-acc.gc.ca.

Also, Veterans Affairs will no longer 
make deductions of veterans’ disability pen-
sions when calculating Earnings Loss and 
Canadian Forces Income Support benefits.

A similar adjustment will be made later 
in calculating War Veterans Allowance. This 
follows a class-action suit and five-year legal 
battle. Estimated cost over the next five years 
is $180 million. Mike Blais, of the Canadian 
Veterans Advocacy, welcomed the move but 
cautioned that more work needs to be done, 
for example on matters such as retroactivity.

HERE AND THERE
• The Quebec elections may have an 

unexpected effect on veterans. With 
the militant language policy, there is 
some question of whether the bilingual 
rights exercised by patients and staff in 
St. Anne de Belleville veterans hospital 
in Montreal (the only remaining VAC 
operation in Canada) will be main-
tained. The chairman of the National 
Council of Veterans Associations in 
Canada, Brian Forbes, has requested 
that any arrangements to transfer the 
institution to the province be placed on 
hold until assurance can be given that 
the bilingual nature is continued.

• A series of documentary features (55 
fifty-minute episodes) telling stories of 
veterans from 1914 onwards is being 
prepared. I don’t have all the details, 
but will apprise you of information as 
it becomes available.

• Commonwealth Korean War veterans 
have adopted the custom of “turning 
to Busan” at 1100 hrs (Busan time) 
on November 11 (in Ottawa the 
ceremony to remember fallen comrades 
will take place at 2100 hrs EST on 
November 10), at which time we face 
west, towards the UN cemetery where 
our comrades lie. This year we will 
be joined (in spirit) by our American 
comrades-in-arms.

• On November 2, the memorial to 
“Animals in War” will be dedicated in 
Confederation Park, Ottawa. Thanks 
to those Esprit de Corps readers who 

Gander and his mates. After efforts by the Canadian 
War Museum, the People’s Dispensary for Sick 
Animals awarded Gander, a Newfoundland dog, 
the Dickin Medal, the animals’ equivalent to the 
Victoria Cross, on October 27, 2000, the first such 
award since 1949. The citation reads: “For saving 
the lives of Canadian infantrymen during the Battle 
of Lye Mun on Hong Kong Island in December 
1941. On three documented occasions, Gander, 
the Newfoundland mascot of the Royal Rifles of 
Canada, engaged the enemy as his regiment joined 
the Winnipeg Grenadiers, members of Battalion 
Headquarters ‘C’ Force and other Commonwealth 
troops in their courageous defence of the island. 
Twice Gander’s attacks halted the enemy’s advance 
and protected groups of wounded soldiers. In a final act of bravery, the war dog was killed in action 
gathering a grenade. Without Gander’s intervention, many more lives would have been lost in the 
assault.” At the insistence of survivors of the battle, his name was listed with those of 1975 men 
and two women on the Hong Kong Veterans Memorial Wall in Ottawa, Canada. His name will also be 
included on the “Animals in War” memorial that will soon be erected in Ottawa.
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have helped contribute to the monu-
ment; we hope that you will have the 
chance to visit Ottawa and see it.

• My compliments to LGen. Yvan 
Blondin, the new commander of the 
RCAF. For the first time in years, it was 
a pleasure to see an Air Force member 
who knows the correct way to wear a 
“wedge cap” (i.e., tilted to the right!). 

• I only know of one instance where this 
headdress was worn centrally (U.S. 
forces excluded!) and this occurred 
in WWII when the headdress was 
introduced for general use. Her Royal 
Highness the Duchess of York (later 
the Queen Mum) was visiting a certain 
light infantry regiment and when she 
exited the officers’ mess to inspect the 
troops she gently corrected (as she 
thought) and repositioned the CO’s 

A n s w e r s  t o  t h e  t r i v i a 
q u e s t i o n s  o n  p a g e  4 8 :  
1) The Warsaw Pact.  2)Vidkun 
Quisling of Norway.  3) Rudolf 
Hess.  4) Britain.  5) Ulster Defence 
Association.  6) Turkey.  7) MI5 
catches spies while MI6 seeks 
information.  8) The Gaullists.  9) 
Volgograd.  10) Abyssinia (now 
Ethiopia).  FYI: I blew #6!

headdress. To avoid embarrassing 
HRH, the adjutant quickly ordered all 
the troops to “centre” their headgear 
before the inspection.

• I received the news, via our magazine 
office, of the passing of an old friend 
from The RCR. Ken Ekstrom, RIP.

• Remembrance Day is coming up. It’s 
good to remember our veterans and 
fallen on the 11th of November. It is 
even better to remember them on the 
other 364 days of the year, as well.

VIRTUAL WALL OF HONOUR 
& REMEMBRANCE
The Royal Canadian Legion will produce 
a virtual display on giant video screens 
honouring deceased veterans prior to the 
ceremonies in Ottawa on November 11, 
2012 and subsequent years. Members of 

HISTORIC FLAG UNVEILED AT CWM
A silk flag carried by a New Brunswick 
regiment on an epic march and into battle 
during the War of 1812 was unveiled 
on October 17 at the Canadian War 
Museum (CWM). This historic flag sym-
bolizes the vital contribution made to the 
defence of Canada by New Brunswickers 
and others two centuries ago.

The Regimental Colour of the 104th 
Regiment of Foot is on loan from the 
New Brunswick Museum following 
a long and painstaking conservation 
process. It will be displayed at the War 
Museum until January 6, 2013, as the 
CWM marks the 200th anniversary of the 
War of 1812. Measuring over 3.2 square 
metres, the flag has a buff-coloured 
background, a Union Jack in the top 
left corner and the regimental badge in 
the centre — “104” surrounded by a 
laurel wreath.

“We are grateful to the New Brunswick 
Museum for allowing us to share this 
outstanding artifact with our visitors,” 
said James Whitham, director general 
of the Canadian War Museum. “The 
flag connects us to a key chapter in our 
military history and to those who rallied 
to Canada’s defence in the War of 1812.”

the Canadian Forces (including Merchant 
Navy and Ferry Command) who died in 
either World War, Korea, peacekeeping 
operations, Afghanistan or as a result of 
accident in Canada or overseas are eligible. 

Please forward a photo and service 
details to RememberingThem@legion.ca 
or contact Steven Clark or Bill Maxwell 
at 613-591-3335 for details. 

“The march of the 104th Regiment 
up the St. John River Valley to Kingston 
in very harsh winter conditions, and its 
ensuing activities on several battlefields in 
Upper Canada and the United States, was 
significant,” stated Jane Fullerton, CEO 
of the New Brunswick Museum. “This 
flag symbolizes their efforts, and their 
achievements.”

The flag was carried by six companies 
of the regiment on a 1,100-kilometre 
march from Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
to Kingston, Upper Canada, during the 
winter of 1813. The 52 days of travel, 
often through deep snow and biting cold, 
is considered one of the great marches in 
Canadian military history. The flag then 
flew over the regiment in several key battles 
of the War of 1812, including engagements 
at Sackets Harbor, Beaver Dams, Fort 
George, Lundy’s Lane, and Fort Erie.

After the war’s end, the 104th was dis-
banded and the flag was sent to Scotland, 
home of the British officer who originally 
raised the regiment. His granddaughter 
donated the flag to the New Brunswick 
Museum in 1939 on the eve of the Second 
World War. In 2011 and 2012, textile 
conservator Katerina Alda conserved the 
artifact, which had become too fragile for 
exhibition. This project was inspired by the 
leadership of Jack and John Irving; funds 

were graciously provided by Commercial 
Properties Ltd.

The 104th Regiment of Foot was one 
of several regiments from the Atlantic 
region that played an important part in 
the defence of Canada during the War 
of 1812. Raised as the New Brunswick 
Fencibles in 1803 for local defence, 
it became a regular regiment of the 
British Army in 1810 after its soldiers 
volunteered for general service. It was 
ordered to Upper Canada when a build-
up of American forces raised concerns 
about a possible invasion in the spring 
of 1813. 

HITS & MISSES ... CONT’D FROM P. 31

The Regimental Colour of the 104th Regiment 
of Foot measures over 3.2 square metres, 
has a buff-coloured background, a Union 

Jack in the top left corner and the regimental 
badge in the centre. The flag was carried by 
six companies on a 1,100-kilometre, 52-day 
march from Fredericton to Kingston during 

the winter of 1813. (mark holleron, cwm)
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I n 2007 I spent several months at a Canadian Army 
base talking to infantry soldiers about their tat-
toos — the kind made from ink rather than drums. 
Like civilians, soldiers often use tattoos to register 
family, friends and experiences. When asked what 

made their tattoos different, more than one soldier told me 
that “they just mean more.” 

I came to understand the distinguishing factor for soldiers 
was less degree of meaning and more the unique nature of 
the experiences informing meaning. Before deployments to 
Afghanistan, tattoos helped some soldiers prepare themselves 
for unpredictable possibilities like dying or losing friends in fluke 
accidents. During a tour, others use tattoos to help maintain 
connections with family and home while far away. Following 
tours, soldiers use tattoos to remember fallen friends and mark 
particular friendships deepened through the sharing of very 
intense experiences. 

I understand such friendships among soldiers to be similar to 
family relations. The experience of soldiers’ feeling like family to 

each other is found in other contexts cross-culturally. Anthro-
pologists have written a lot about social processes, alternative 
to biological procreation, through which relatedness between 
people may be enabled through shared activities. Anthropolo-
gists cite eating, living and sleeping together, sharing certain 
body substances, and working together as processes capable of 
transforming people into what we call kin, or family.

Canadian infantry soldiers eat, live and work together. In 
combat situations, they may literally and figuratively bleed 
together as a result of injuries, casualties and the realities 
of operations that require them to fight and sometimes kill 

Practicing Family  
in Canada’s Military:

By Karen Samuels

Input sought from veterans, 
currently serving members 
and their family for 
academic study

The military creates very special bonds of “family” and “kinship” for those 
who join its ranks. This type of bond and how it translates among  as well 
as for the members’ friends and family. Conversely, the long stretches 
of time spent away from loved ones can also create its own challenges. 
Homecomings, therefore, can have many emotional and physical aspects 
which are not always fully understood or diagnosed. Above, family and 
friends of Her Majesty’s Canadian Ship Charlottetown crew members 
wave as the ship returns to its home port of CFB Halifax. (mcpl leona 
chaisson, formation imaging services, nova scotia, dnd)
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To contact Karen Samuels directly, send an email 
to karen.samuels113@gmail.com. 

You can also send your information by mail:

Karen Samuels 
Department of Anthropology 

Memorial University of Newfoundland 
St. John’s, NL A1C 5S7

together. Following examples from anthropology, lived tour 
experiences may heighten relatedness between soldiers. 

If veterans are managing a sense of belonging to two families 
when they come home — their civilian family and those from 
their platoon — what does it mean for Canadian veterans and 
their families? If ‘homecoming’ is a site in which multiple 
interpretations and experiences of family clash, how can we 
understand its impact on veterans and their family members 
as they readjust? 

These questions make up the core of my ongoing research. 
I am a graduate student with Memorial University. The 

purpose of my research is to learn about how Canadian Forces 
veterans and their civilian relatives talk about family and carry 
out family activities together at home, during deployments, 
and upon homecoming following tours of duty. I am also 
very interested in how Canadian Forces members talk about 
and experience a sense of family with other Canadian Forces 
members.

I have two main research goals: 1) to compare veterans’ and 
their family members’ ideas about family; and 2) to examine 
how veterans and their family members have experienced family 
in Canada’s military. 

By talking to people about their experiences of family in 
Canada’s military, I hope to learn about potential connections 
between their experiences and the various post-operational 

challenges that face military families when veterans return home. 
If you would like to share your experiences with me, and 

you are a Canadian veteran retired from service and living in 
Canada, or are a civilian family member of a veteran and you 
live in Canada, I would like very much to hear your stories. 

The joy of parenthood can also be challenged by lengthy absences from 
home for soldiers deployed overseas for months at a time. If you would 
like to share your experiences and talk about what “family” means to you, 
contact academic researcher Karen Samuels. (true patriot love)
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SHARED BATTLEFIELDS ... CONT’D FROM P. 20

people of Azerbaijan. A fight against the Bolsheviks and 
Armenians in 1918 led to the death of about 12,000 Azeris. 
Most of the victims of the so-called March Days Massacre 
were buried at that cemetery. However, when the Bolsheviks 
came to power, they removed the corpses and destroyed 
the cemetery, creating an amusement park instead. The 
area regained its original purpose after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the burial of the Black January victims.

As part of the official ceremony on January 20, the Azeri 
president as well as other government officials lay wreaths 
at the Eternal Flame memorial and pause for a moment of 
silence. The cemetery opens to the public after 11 a.m., 
when large crowds come to pay tribute to the fallen. Festive 
events are largely prohibited on this day, schools are closed 
and TV channels air documentaries of the events. 

PTSD ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40
COMMENTARY ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Firstly, the first week of October is Mental Health Aware-
ness Week, sponsored by the Canadian Alliance on Mental 
Illness and Mental Health. This is an excellent opportunity for 
public figures, community leaders, members of the Canadian 
Forces, and many others to share their stories of dealing with 
a mental health issue to build awareness and understanding 
of the problem. 

Second, the stigmas surrounding mental illnesses must be 
broken down. Sufferers must be encouraged by those willing 
to share their stories that acknowledging a mental health issue 
and asking for help will be applauded and that there will be 
people around them in their family, community, clinics, all 
the way up to Parliament and provincial legislatures, who will 
stand with them and support them. Stigma is a cultural issue 
and requires a culture shift. 

Finally, as a nation we must engage in a national dialogue 
about how to expand access to treatment and improve the 
services offered to those in need. Again, this is discussion 
that is long overdue. 

Without exception, each one of us has either experienced 
a mental health issue or we know someone who has. It may 
be a family member, a friend, a colleague or someone we have 
passed by many times who is living on the street. We owe it 
to them and to ourselves to bring this issue into the forefront 
of our national dialogue. 

except for the words written in his final note that state he “could 
not take the pain anymore.” There is no doubt that Langridge 
was afflicted with a mental disorder, and was drinking in excess, 
we contend, to help cope with his distress.

After Langridge’s death, the National Investigation Service 
(NIS) was called in to investigate. This is currently the focus of 
an inquiry before the Military Police Complaints Commission 
(MPCC), where it is alleged that, inter alia, the NIS investigation 
was aimed at “exonerating the Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal 
Canadians) regiment, the Chain of Command and the Canadian 
Forces” of all liability. 

Regrettably, due to their limited jurisdiction, it is outside the 
scope of the MPCC hearing to examine the topic of whether or 
not Stuart Langridge actually had PTSD. This question may never 
be resolved. 

OPEN TO DIAGNOSIS?
The Canadian Forces will have you believe that they are open to 
diagnosing and treating PTSD. We fail to see the basis for this 
contention, especially in consideration of Stuart Langridge. 

In the last year of his life, Langridge’s medical regime can be 
best described as uncoordinated, resulting in him seeing more than 
18 doctors during this 12-month period, some for no more than 
one hour. This begs the question: If it takes up to one month to 
diagnose PTSD, which of Langridge’s doctors even had the time 
and ability to diagnose him properly? The answer is mathematically 
obvious: none of them.

CONCLUSION
The topic of PTSD is a political elephant in the room for the 
Canadian Forces and it needs to be confronted with as much vigor 
at home as our efforts abroad. To quote Theodore Roosevelt: “A 
man who is good enough to shed his blood for the country, is good 
enough to be given a square deal afterwards.”

It seems the Americans are still true to this mantra of their 
former great president. Maybe Canada should take on this mantra 
as well, as the Canadian Forces’ current approach to mental health 
falls way short of even identifying that this current crisis exists. 

Anca Gurzu  
worked for almost two years at Ottawa’s foreign 

policy newspaper Embassy. She completed a military 
journalism course at the University of Calgary and is 

currently pursuing an MA at Carleton University.
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NATYNCZYK INTERVIEW ... CONT’D FROM P. 39

leadership, and that we were able to move out at first light. Before 
first light we had aircraft going in and service members pulling 
people out of the rubble. We were saving lives within basically 24 
hours of the earthquake. And then we flowed in what I thought was 
a pretty effective team of air, land and sea personnel that reflected 
positively on Canada. In terms of what we were able to achieve as 
a team, I was really pleased. 

It was similar for the Libya operation. The fact is that, from the 
time we gave the green light to the folks at CFB Bagotville, they 
were rolling within 18 hours. In fact, they were moving through 
some of our allied NATO countries 
before those allies were moving. They 
were on the ground in Sicily, turned 
around, got the air tasking order and, 
without even having a bite to eat, they 
were flying missions. So I guess I would 
say in all those cases of us, enabling the 
success of those dedicated men and 
women is what I am most proud of. 

EdeC: For what do you want to be 
most remembered? What state are you 
leaving the Canadian Forces in now? 
For example, do you feel the troops are 
in a better place than before you started 
your term?
CDS: You know, first of all, it’s not 
about me. What is great is that I have had a number of soldiers give 
me their own feedback. Yesterday, we had some of that input while 
we were in Quebec City saying goodbye to the contingent going to 
Kabul. It’s soldiers and sailors, and air men and women saying we 
are in better shape today. Because, I would say, the professionalism 
of the air, land, sea and special forces — the leadership that’s in 
place, the experience that they have, the equipment that they have. 
They are in a different place than they were a decade ago. And so 
I am really proud of that. 

EdeC: There was some delay in the government naming a new CDS. 
Did you have any say in who was going to be your successor? 
CDS: (Winks) I can’t go into the detail of all that kind of stuff, 
but I am just very pleased that we had a strong bench of general 
and flag officers who were available, who have had a wealth of 
experience both here in Canada and internationally with our U.S. 
friends, and with our NATO allies. So I think the government 
had a lot of good choices from which to select my replacement.

EdeC: What would be your biggest piece of advice for your successor? 
CDS: I guess it would be to get out and talk to the men and women 
and, more importantly, to listen to them. That’s what I try to do. I 
remember someone asked me what my social networking tool was, 
whether I Facebooked or tweeted or those kinds of things. I said 
no, I travel to the bases, wings and to operational theatres, and I talk 
to my folks and I listen. They call that old fashioned, but it works. 

In fact, Canadian Forces Chief Warrant Officer Bob Cléroux 
was telling me that’s what the young people prefer because they 
can Facebook and Twitter with pals, but they want to actually see 
their bosses. I tell that to all my commanders — to get out there 
and see the folks, talk to them and that way it is eye-to-eye. They 
know that you’re being honest with them. At the end of the day, 
we carry the can. 

EdeC: As the figurehead for the Canadian Forces you spent much 
of your five years in the public spotlight. Overall, how do you feel the 
Canadian media treats or understands the Canadian Forces?
CDS: You know, I really appreciate the courage and the dedication 

of the Canadian media to actually get 
out on the ground where our folks 
are and to see what they do. (Scott, 
you’re a good example, along with) 
some of your colleagues, many of 
whom who have put their lives on 
the line and some of them are dealing 
with their own demons as a result. But 
they have made sacrifices to get to the 
truth. What I really appreciate is their 
professionalism in sharing the message 
with others. 

EdeC: The last question is one which has 
the Ottawa water coolers buzzing and 
that is, what’s next for Uncle Walt?
CDS: I think my wife and I are going 

to take a break for a few months. One of my friends, the former 
Dutch chief of defence, advised me to “take some time to empty 
your head” — that was his quote: “empty your head.” It’s a 
Dutch term. 

And similarly, my American friend Admiral Mike Mullen said for 
me to take at least four to five months off, and to be rested before I 
make a decision. I mean, I’ve got a lot of energy left in me. I know 
that, but at the same time we just need to take a tactical pause before 
we go on to something else. I have not looked at anything; I have 
not done any kind of paperwork or looked for any opportunities. 

I think we just need to have a clear cut. I am in my 38th year 
of service and I need to provide some focus on my family right 
now. Once we have a bit of a pause, I’ll be looking for a different 
adventure. 

EdeC: In which field?
CDS: I could be driving a school bus or maybe be a greeter at a 
large shopping centre, you never know. Or a lumberjack! As you 
know, I have a pretty good skill now with chainsaws and wood 
chippers, but I am going to take a bit of a break before I move on 
to different horizons. I just know that we’ve been ridden really 
hard here, happily so. One of the areas that I am really pleased 
with is the fact that we were all in. My wife Leslie and I were all 
in. We didn’t hold anything back and we gave the country our all. 
So as we go forward, there is a sense of satisfaction that we gave 
it everything we had. 

Publisher Scott Taylor first met Gen. Walt Natynczyk in 
Baghdad in April 2004. At the time, Natynczyk was the 

deputy commander of U.S. III Corps. After their interview 
on October 15, he presented Taylor with a CDS coin.
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In one somewhat hilarious twist to this saga, in October 
a video was released to the media by former Jorge Scientific 
employees that showed their top officials absolutely hammered 
and wrestling semi-naked while on duty at their command post. 
The company director is shown in a stupor and unable to talk 
after injecting himself with the anaesthetic ketamine. 

The U.S. private security firm with the odd name of Jorge 
Scientific has secured over $1 billion (US) in government 
contracts to not only provide protection for American citizens 
in Afghanistan, but also to train Afghan security forces in 
counter-insurgency operations. The irony, of course, is that 
Jorge Scientific instructors are meant to instruct the Afghans 
on proper professional conduct.

On a far more serious and ominous note, on October 8 
International Crisis Group released its most recent report on 
Afghanistan. The assessment published by the independent 
non-governmental organization revealed that unless there are 
radical reforms to the Afghan electoral and judicial process by 
December 2012, the presidential elections of 2014 and the 
subsequent NATO withdrawal will lead to a “full state collapse.” 

Ironically, the ICG cites President Hamid Karzai as the big-
gest potential obstacle to democratic reform. This is the same 
hand-picked Karzai who was appointed to the presidential post 
by his U.S. backers in 2002 and who has since won two very 
dubious mandates at the ballot box. In fact, the 2010 election 

PUBLISHER’S LETTER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

failed to produce a verifiable result but the West chose to keep 
propping up Karzai as the best of a bad bunch. 

Now, according to ICG, a failure of the 2014 election could 
“trigger extensive unrest, fragmentation of the security services 
and perhaps even a much wider civil war.” 

That is hardly the rosy picture which Alexander predicted 
for Afghanistan back in 2007. But that sure was one spiffy 
ball cap. 

DYNAMIC AIR SHELTERS
HALF PAGE AD COMING

A cellphone video released Wednesday allegedly captures several U.S. 
defense contractors staggeringly drunk or high on narcotics while 

stationed at an operations center in Kabul, Afghanistan. The video was 
given to ABC News by two former employees of Jorge Scientific who 
felt that the pattern of drug use and outrageous behavior jeopardized 
American lives. This behavior, they say, was undetected by the U.S. 

military, which is responsible for overseeing contractors, until the video 
was provided to ABC. The U.S. military has launched an investigation. 

(abc news)
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