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DDefence Minister Peter MacKay has been 
taking a considerable amount of flak 
recently for his use of a Canadian Forces 
Cormorant helicopter to airlift him from a 
private fishing lodge.

When the story first surfaced this past 
September, the July 8, 2010 incident was 
dismissed by MacKay as being part of a 
long-planned search and rescue exercise, 
and that it provided him a long-overdue op-
portunity to see first-hand such operations. 
That ruse enabled MacKay to temporarily 
put the issue on hold.

However, when documents released un-
der the Access to Information Act became 
public last month, the paper trail indicated 
a somewhat different version of events.

When air force brass first received the 
request from MacKay’s staff, their email 
traffic questioned the necessity of such an 
airlift. The Defence minister had been on 
vacation at a fishing lodge in Labrador and 
would have needed to take just a 90-minute 
boat ride and a 30-minute car ride to catch 
his flight from Gander, Newfoundland.

Although they are air force operations 
officers and not public affairs officials, those 
fielding the request immediately recognized 
the potential for negative press on this. 

“When the guy who’s fishing at the 
fishing hole next to the minister sees the big 
yellow helicopter arrive and decides to use 
his cell phone to video the minister getting 
on board and post it on YouTube, who will 
be answering the mail on that one?” wrote 
Colonel Bruce Ploughman.

Despite his warnings of possible bad 
public relations, Ploughman ended the 

ON TARGET?

exchange by noting, “If we are tasked to 
do this, we of course will comply.”

Obviously, someone on MacKay’s staff 
felt the minister should not have to endure 
a 90-minute boat ride, and someone senior 
to Ploughman in the air force chain of com-
mand agreed to authorize the $16,000 cost 
of the airlift, admittedly “under the guise 
… of search and rescue training.”

The release of the contradicting emails 
had the same effect as the ladling of chum 
into a tank full of hungry sharks. Smelling 
blood, the opposition critics savagely at-
tacked MacKay in the House of Commons. 
The Liberals demanded an apology, while 
the NDP has been calling for MacKay’s 
resignation from Cabinet.

In a very fortuitous turn of events, 
MacKay was urgently required as a last-
minute substitute for Foreign Affairs 
Minister John Baird at a NATO conference 
in Brussels last week. With MacKay merci-
fully out of the opposition’s crosshairs, Jay 
Paxton, the Defence minister’s spokesman, 
advised the media that his master was 
considering legal action against anyone who 
had publicly doubted his version of events.

So, with MacKay fleeing the battlefield, 
and his embattled minions vowing to fight 
to the death, some unexpected relief arrived 
in the form of two of the Cormorant’s 
aircrew coming forward to defend MacKay. 
Retired Major Stephen Reid and still-
serving Warrant Officer Morgan Biderman 
were part of the crew who retrieved their 
minister from the fishing lodge on that 
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I n reference to the purchase of British sub-
marines for Canada (“Subpar Subs,” Vol. 

18 Issue 11), the way I heard the story is that 
Britain wanted to sell the four used subma-
rines at all costs and it did not care to whom. 
Our cousins down south put pressure on 
Canada to buy them simply to avoid a rogue 
nation owning them. 

As it is, the submarines are not yet com-
pletely operational, and are being stripped 
and recreated from the bottom up.

In contrast, Israel, a country that fits com-
fortably into Vancouver Island, has a known 
number of six conventional submarines, all 
operational and deployed strategically in the 
surrounding waters, Mediterranean and Red 
Seas. The hulls and basic machinery were 
bought from Germany; the Israelis added only 
the preferred hardware and software that best 
suits their needs. 

Why can’t Canada, instead of recreating 
the wheel from scratch, simply improve on it? 

Alex Porzecanski
Victoria, BC

ALTERNATIVES TO THE F-35 JSF
“Great Britain is one of Canada’s two great 
mother countries and our oldest ally,” said 
Prime Minister Harper.

I don’t think many Canadians today think 
much, if at all, about their past? I always 
have for some reason. I mean, where would 
Canada be without the UK and France? My 
father is Scottish and my mother is French. 
The Americans would have taken over back in 
1812 when they invaded, while the British had 
their backs turned. There would be no Canada 
without the UK and France as a counterweight 
to the Americans — period.

I feel that, as much as Canada needed that 
counterweight in the past, we need it even 
more so for the present and future.

If for some reason the F-35 JSF purchase 
does fall through, will it be because of the 
never-ending ballooning cost, the fact that 
we can only afford 65 when our military rec-
ommended 80, or because other countries 
(including the UK) drop out for the very same 
reasons? I personally would love to see our 
Royal Canadian Air Force flying Eurofighter 
Typhoons or French Dassault Rafales. 

Let me be clear, I’m no industry insider 
whatsoever, but I have taken it upon myself to 
research this subject over the last few years 
as a concerned Canadian. And if for some 
reason the F-35 JSF deal should fail, both 
the Eurofighter and the Rafale are literally 
the best of the rest of the available aircraft to 
Canada, in that order. They both just happen 
to be from Canada’s mother countries, and I 
think that’s very significant.

They are both the newest of the 4.5+ 
generation aircraft, both only having been 
operational for 10 years, and much newer 
then our CF-18s.

Both have a higher top speed than the F-35 
JSF. Both have two engines unlike the F-35’s 
one. Both have Supercruise, the F-35 does 
not. Both have the very best stealth capabili-
ties short of the price.

My number one concern since day one has 
been: Does Canada really need the number 
one most expensive stealth war machine?

If money was no object, I would talk the 
Americans into selling our military 100 F-22 
Raptors — the real stealth aircraft — but 
money is an object and a big one with the 
F-35 JSF.

Yes, I want Canada’s military to have the 
very best of everything, but within reason.

I dare say and would be willing to bet, that 
Canada could literally buy at least 80+ (our 
military recommended 80 F-35s) Eurofighters 
or Rafales (which is still nowhere close to the 
138 CF-18s Canada used to need) and in the 
overall package over say a 30+ year lifespan, 
Canada would still save billions when com-
pared to only 65 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters.

So why at any and all cost must we spend 
mega-billions on the very latest and greatest? 
I can fully understand if you are the U.S. — 
they live and breathe war and military. I don’t 
want my Canada to be like that.

Please Conservatives, think about Cana-
da’s true needs. Unless you plan on invading 

WHY REINVENT THE WHEEL?

HMCS Halifax’s after casing party close up on 
the way into Halifax Harbour on a beautiful 
spring day. Canadian submariners have not 

been able to spend much time at sea since our 
Oberon subs were retired from service over a 

decade ago. (hmcs windsor, dnd)

A French Rafale M combat aircraft performs a 
catapult-assisted launch from the flight deck of 

USS Enterprise.(u.s. navy)
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countries with the U.S., then we can do just 
fine with other alternatives, at least in this 
one Canadian’s opinion. All I ask is that you 
think it through as a Canadian first. Not to 
impress the Americans or make them happy, 
or whatever your reason for this plane with 
no competition is. Canada’s true needs first.

Ronald McIsaac

THEY NEED OUR HELP
PM Harper, send in the troops! Regardless of 
the cause and effect in Attawapiskat, these 
people need help. If this was a town in Haiti, 
we’d send the army to help. But because they 
are Aboriginals, you deny them aid?

Come on, I know Canadians better than 
that. Let’s give the army a challenge and go 
in and build new houses and a school and 
town hall. We did it in Afghanistan and Haiti.

These are our own people!
Robin Brentnall, CD

Gambo, NL

GENERATING SO MANY EMOTIONS
While Esprit de Corps is an excellent maga-
zine, you always amuse, frustrate, irritate 
and surprise me by forgetting that warfare 
is a result of cultural, historical, political and 
spiritual developments on the home front, 
civilian battles that are often larger and longer 
than those on the battlefront — like the current 
struggle for decent wages, full-time hours, 
and health benefits in the workplace, and the 
fracas over veteran benefits and pensions. In 
short, the continued struggle for Canada by 
other non-military means! Advance Canada 
advance!

Gary Wright
Mississauga, ON 

WHAT’S IN A WORD?
With interest we have read the article “Can-
ada’s military justice system” by Michel W. 
Drapeau, in the November 2011 issue of your 
magazine (Volume 18 Issue 10). 

The article refers to the 2011 International 
Conference on Military Jurisdiction, organized 
by the International Society for Military Law 
and the Law of War on the island of Rhodes, 
Greece, 28 September – 2 October, 2011. The 
Society is an international non-profit and non-
political association, based in Brussels. The 
objective of the Society is – in short – to study 
and disseminate military law and international 
humanitarian law. In conformity with its status, 
the Society does not express judgements on 
national regulations or legal systems. 

The author’s suggestion that the Inter-
national Society has made “findings” at 
the aforementioned Conferences, showing 
shortcomings in Canada’s military justice 
system, is incorrect. The Conference did show 
a multitude of military justice systems, all with 
their own characteristics, based on national 
considerations. 

Although participants at the Conference 
were free to express their personal opinions, 
based on national reports and other relevant 
sources, the Society as such did not take a 
position on which systems are to be preferred 
above others and did not make any “findings” 
in this respect. 

Jan Peter Spijk LL.M, MA
Brigadier General (Netherlands Army) 

Vice President of the International Society 
for Military Law and the Law of War 

Director of Conferences
Brussels, Belgium 

Colonel Michel Drapeau responds:  In 
retrospect, I agree that the words “findings 
made by” should read “observations made 
at the International Society for Military Law 
and the Law of War at its 2011 Conference.” 

Janie Kataquapit on the AVIVA website: “The 
community of Attawapiskat is living in an 

impoverished conditions, with many homeless. 
These people are living in tent frames because 

their homes were destroyed by sewage.”  
(photo courtesy www.hub.witness.org)
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by David Pugliese

Back on DND’s 
front burner

I t was early 2009 and Defence Minister Peter MacKay was 
confident he could soon push through the purchase of 
new fixed-wing search and rescue aircraft for the Canadian 
Forces.

MacKay, on a tour of military bases on Vancouver Island, 
said Defence Department officials were hard at work with their 
counterparts in other federal departments to make the acquisition 
a reality. “I want to take something to Cabinet this spring,” he said.

Several months earlier, his officials were predicting the project, 
also known in military circles as FWSAR, was already a done deal. 
Jay Paxton, MacKay’s spokesman, said in late 2008 that the minister 
knew the aircraft were critical to Canada’s defence capabilities. 
“The minister’s goal is to procure FWSAR early in the new year,” 
Paxton said.

Spring 2009 came and went with no aircraft purchase. More 
than two years later, there is still no indication of when FWSAR will 
proceed, although military officers are hopeful it will start moving 
forward in early 2012.

In the meantime, FWSAR has the dubious distinction of being 
one of the longest-running Canadian military procurements still 
on the books.

The plan is to buy a fleet of new aircraft to replace the Buffalos 

that the Canadian Forces have been operating for search and rescue 
on the west coast. Those planes were acquired in 1967 and keeping 
that fleet flying has been an ongoing problem for maintainers. In 
some cases, finding parts for 44-year-old planes has been an issue 
and, at one point, the air force ran out of spare propellers for the 
aircraft. In addition, the new FWSAR planes would also replace 
the Hercules transport aircraft that sometimes perform a SAR role. 

The project is estimated to cost around $3 billion, about half 
for the planes, the other half for long-term in-service support.

The origins of the FWSAR project began in the late 1990s, but it 
wasn’t until September 2003 that it took on a higher profile when 
then chief of the defence staff Gen. Ray Henault announced it was 
the top equipment priority for the Canadian Forces.

That was followed by the commitment from the Liberal govern-
ment in the spring of 2004 to fast-track the purchase. A competition 
would be held in September of that year, with the first of the 15 
aircraft to be delivered sometime in 2006.

There were two top contenders. Alenia North America was 

Back on DND’s 
front burner

FWSARFWSAR

Above, a CC-115 Buffalo aircraft drops a bundle of equipment during a 
search and rescue training excercise off the coast of British Columbia. 
SAR techs and pilots respond to an average of 1,000 missions each year 
in Canada. (wo peter veldhuizen, combat camera)

by David Pugliese
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offering the Canadian Forces the C-27J aircraft, while Airbus 
Military/EADS, through its CASA subsidiary, was intending to 
bid with its C-295.

Air force Col. Dave Burt, director of aerospace requirements, 
said at the time that search and rescue was the priority, adding 
that the service wanted “something that is smaller and (more) cost 
efficient than a Hercules but still has some of the transport-type 
qualities that a Hercules has.”

Although the aircraft would be used for search and rescue, there 
may be room to have them perform a secondary role of airlift if 
that is deemed feasible, Burt added. 

But almost immediately problems emerged as it appeared that 
the air force already had determined Alenia’s C-27J was the aircraft 
it wanted.

A statement of requirements (SOR) produced for the project set 
the minimum speed for the new plane at 272 knots, a figure that 
eliminated the C-295 from the running right from the beginning. 
The C-295 has a speed of 260 knots per hour while the C-27J has 

a maximum speed of 325 knots. 
In May 2004, CASA went public with its complaints that the 

FWSAR project appeared designed to cut its aircraft out of the 
competition. The firm worried that a sole-source procurement 
was in the works. 

“It (sole source) is a very high concern for us,” Cesar Arteaga, 
CASA’s director of sales for Canada, said at the time. “We believe 
that, given the chance, we can win this particular program.

“DND have been quite focused on areas like speed, for 
example,” he added. “We are slower than the C-27 but we are 
much more efficient. We believe that the efficiency side has not 
been considered, just the speed side is becoming the discriminator.”

Air force officers responded that they were simply basing aircraft 
requirements on what was needed to perform the mission.

The concerns about a rigged competition sparked intense 
lobbying by representatives of various aerospace firms, prompting 
the government to slow down the purchase.

With the election of Stephen Harper’s government in early 
2006, FWSAR was once again back on the agenda. In the summer 
of 2006, the Conservative government included the proposed 

CC-115 Buffalo aircraft goes through the “bird bath,” a desalination 
process to remove any residue that may have collected on the airframe 
as a result of hours flown over salt water, at the airfield in Comox, British 
Columbia. One of Canada’s primary search and rescue (SAR) aircrafts, 
the CC-115 Buffalo will fly in almost any weather. The agile Buffalo can 
take off and land on even the most rugged terrain and in areas as short 
as a soccer field. Although the CC-130 Hercules now performs many of 
Eastern Canada’s SAR operations, the short take-off and landing (STOL) 
capabilities of the CC-115 have kept it in use in the Rocky and Coastal 
Mountain ranges. All six CC-115s are employed by 442 Transport and 
Rescue Squadron out of Comox. The squadron is responsible for a SAR 
zone stretching from the BC–Washington border to the Arctic, and from 
the Rocky Mountains to 1,200 km out over the Pacific Ocean. With a 
maximum load of 2,727 kg — or 41 fully equipped soldiers — the Buffalo 
has an operational range of 2,240 km. (pte owen w. budge, dnd) 

Search and Rescue technicians board a CC-115 Buffalo before 
participating in the jump accuracy event during SAREX 10. These types 
of exercises highlight SAR roles and capabilities to internal, external and 
host community audiences. SAREX provides a yearly opportunity for 
members of the Canadian Forces SAR community to come together to 
standardize and evaluate their skills through an exercise involving nearly 
200 participants. The 2010 exercise was the first to ever be held in the 
Canadian North at Whitehorse, Yukon. (cpl darcy lefebvre, dnd)

Master Corporal Julien Gauthier, a SAR tech from 413 SAR Squadron, 
14 Wing Greenwood, prepares to launch streamers from the back of a 
CC-130 Hercules during SAREX 08. Each year, the SAR community 
conducts an exercise to develop rescue cooperation, test alerting and 
notification systems, and cross-train in rescue procedures and techniques 
in the event of a large-scale search and rescue operation. Canada has 
a long and proud tradition of rendering assistance in the form of SAR for 
both civilians and the military. Throughout their almost 60-year history, 
Air Force SAR crews have won countless awards for heroism, including 
Canada’s highest honour, the Cross of Valour. (cpl kevin sauvé, dnd)
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purchase in a round of major announcements designed to highlight 
their commitment to re-equipping the Canadian Forces.

But under Defence Minister Gordon O’Connor, and later Peter 
MacKay, the FWSAR project stalled.

Some of the problems can be traced to the Afghanistan war since 
the focus of procurement efforts were directed at getting equipment 
for front-line use. Tanks, heavy armoured trucks and used Chinook 
helicopters took precedence over search-and-rescue aircraft. But 
the military and government also used the period to push ahead on 
programs it considered more of a priority: the purchase of C-130J 
and C-17 transport aircraft as well as new Chinooks.

Aerospace industry officials were told the search-and-rescue 
aircraft program, while not dead, would be stalled for several years.

“We understand the Afghanistan participation has in some way 
(prompted) the government to give some importance to other 
programs such as the C-17 or the C-130J or the Chinook, or the 
tanks,” Giuseppe Giordo, president of Alenia North America, 
explained at the time.

Meanwhile, it was becoming increasingly difficult to find parts 
for the aging Buffalos since suppliers have gone out of business 
over the decades. In some cases, military personnel had to build 
new parts for the planes. 

The delays in FWSAR also prompted DND to undertake a 
limited modernization of the Buffalos. In 2008 the Defence 
Department decided it would upgrade the radios and other avionics 
equipment on the aircraft to keep them flying until at least 2015, 
five years past when they were supposed to be retired.

By 2008, the lack of action on purchasing new search-and-rescue 
aircraft was becoming a political issue. In the House of Commons 
NDP MPs Catherine Bell and Dawn Black asked MacKay when 
the FWSAR would get back on track.

They didn’t get an answer. Instead, MacKay accused the NDP of 
not supporting Canadian troops and of being “in the Communist 
corner.”

The Defence minister, however, continued to publicly say the 
aircraft would be “coming soon” or in the “near future,” but 
even he acknowledged he had his doubts. “We could very well be 
back here in a year or two and you could be asking me that same 
question,” about when aircraft will be purchase, he admitted to 
NDP MP Don Davies in 2009.

The issue of the air force’s interest in the C-27J also wasn’t 
going away. In 2009, Viking Air of British Columbia launched an 
extensive lobbying campaign, taking out newspaper advertisements 
and writing Members of Parliament to question why the Defence 

In August 2007, 429 Transport Squadron at CFB Trenton showed off its 
new aircraft, the first of four CC-177 Globemaster III strategic airlifters 
to enter service. The CC-177 helps provide everything from the rapid 
delivery of troops and cargo transport to oversized combat equipment 
from coast to coast to coast and to anywhere else worldwide. The 
strategic and tactical CC-177 is equipped with advanced digital avionics, 
has a maximum range of approximately 5,500 nautical miles and can 
carry a payload of up to 160,000 pounds (72,727 kilograms) due to 
its four engines (Pratt & Whitney 2040 series) that produce 40,440 
pounds (18,343 kilograms) of thrust. Since 2007, the CC-177 have been 
supporting Joint Task Force Afghanistan on Operation Athena, conducting 
regular sustainment flights from Canada with the semi-annual rotation of 
troops in and out of Afghanistan. (cpl tom parker, 8 wing imaging section)

The first of the 17 CC-130J Hercules tactical aircraft arrived in Canada on June 4, 2010, six months ahead of the original scheduled delivery date. The 
next four aircraft were delivered in 2010, while the final one is to be delivered by 2012, in accordance with the contract. All 17 CC-130Js will be based 
at 8 Wing Trenton, along with the future Air Mobility Training Centre that will house the equipment and personnel required to train the operators and 
maintainers of the CC-130J Hercules aircraft. The CC-130J is used for a wide range of missions, including troop transport, tactical airlift (both palletized 
and vehicular cargo) and aircrew training. This aircraft was used recently as part of the multinational effort to assist in the departure of stranded 
Canadians and other foreign nationals from Libya (below left), and to airdrop container delivery system bundles to coalition forces at a remote Forward 
Operating Base in Afghanistan. (maj. jason proulx, dnd / dnd)
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Department and the air force were interested in purchasing the 
C-27J when their Canadian-made plane could be available. Viking 
was proposing a modernization plan for the Buffalos, as well as the 
production of new-build DHC-5 Buffalos.

Officials with aerospace industry unions also alleged that the 
air force’s FWSAR requirements excluded the Dash-8 built by 
Bombardier, the country’s largest manufacturer of planes.

In March 2009, Lt.-Gen. Angus Watt, then head of the air force, 
took the unusual step of complaining to several journalists about 
the ongoing delays in FWSAR. He blamed lobbyists and aerospace 
firms for muddying the waters with their claims, adding, “We’re 
getting beat up too much on fixed-wing SAR.

“Unlike certain accusations that have been floating around, 
we did not design these high-level capabilities to match a specific 
airplane,” said Watt. “We designed for the mission.” 

It was a repeat of earlier claims by the air force. But those 
claims weren’t true, said the man who oversaw DND’s defence 
procurement.

Alan Williams, the former assistant deputy minister for materiel, 
testified before the Senate defence committee that the air force, 
against his advice, originally designed the search-and-rescue 
requirements so the C-27J would win.

According to Williams, the plan backfired when representatives 
from other aerospace firms got wind of the scheme and complained 
to the government about the unfairness of the process.

Williams argues that if the air force hadn’t insisted on require-
ments designed around the C-27J the search and rescue project 
would have proceeded and a winner announced in 2005. In the end, 
a fair procurement process might have even selected the winning 
aircraft the air force wanted in the first place, he added.

“Deliveries of the planes would have started a long time ago,” 
said Williams. “But instead, the air force’s insistence on the C-27J 
just delayed the program even further.”

Williams’ version of events are backed up by records obtained 
through the Access to Information Act which show that in 2005 the 
Canadian Forces was confident enough it would purchase the C-27J 
for search and rescue that it had already factored in the purchase 
of between 15 and 27 C-27Js in its future aircraft line-up — some 
of the C-27Js would be used for transport while others would do 

search and rescue, according to the records.
By the summer of 2009 there was new movement on the FWSAR 

with Public Works and Government Services Canada and DND 
holding an industry day.

It didn’t go well. Around 140 people were jammed into a room 
in a military hanger in Ottawa, with some having to stand in a 
nearby hallway. The audio-visual presentation that was to outline 
details of the program did not work and the microphones for the 
main speakers and audience members failed. More disappointing 
was the fact there were few new details about the acquisition 
strategy and type of aircraft being sought, industry officials noted 
at the time.

In addition, in an attempt to deal with the continued allegations 
of a rigged process, the Defence Department, Public Works and 
Industry Canada brought in the National Research Council (NRC) 
to look at search and rescue in the country and make recommenda-
tions on what was needed in an aircraft.

The NRC study called into question some of the assumptions 
the air force had made about a future SAR aircraft, pointing out 
that in a number of cases the service couldn’t provide supporting 
evidence of why certain capabilities were needed.

But MacKay also pointed out that, in some cases, the NRC 
agreed with the Defence Department’s aircraft requirements such 
as the need for a rear ramp on any new plane.

“What this report did in some instances was reinforce minimal 
standards that the air force would require to perform the type of 
search and rescue,” he explained. “Landing on gravel runways was 
another example, the type of radar onboard certain aircraft, the 
window, visibility within the cockpit of the aircraft.”

By 2011 it appeared that serious efforts were underway to get 
the project back on track.

Alenia’s C-27J Spartan flies over a fjord in northern Europe. In production 
since 2001, the C-27J Spartan has been delivered to Bulgaria, Greece, 
Italy, the United States, Lithuania, Romania and Morocco and has been 
selected by Slovakia and Mexico. The aircraft bills itself as “the perfect 
fixed-wing multipurpose cargo aircraft,” with a take-off ground run of about 
1,900 feet at maximum take-off weight on an unpaved surface, as well 
as an ability to climb to 10,000 ft in 3 minutes, descend from 10,000 ft in 
under 2.5 minutes, and handle up to 3.0g forces. (courtesy www.c27j.com)

According to Vancouver Island-based Viking Air, the DHC-5NG “Next 
generation Buffalo” is “a logical development of the original DHC-5 Buffalo 
aircraft.” As the type certificate holder for the Buffalo, Viking has 30 years 
of experience with de Havilland products and is currently providing parts 
for the aging Buffalo still in use in the Canadian Forces. (dnd)
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COMMENTARY ... CONT’D ON PAGE 46

Canadian friends. The F-35 is going to 
be an essential fighter that will help in 
[the North American Aerospace Defence 
Command] and will be the future in 
helping us with security challenges that 
we face,” he said, according to an official 
U.S. Department of Defense release.

Despite looming budget cuts, Panetta 
said, the F-35’s capabilities are “essential.”

“I feel very confident that we’ll get 
funding for the F-35 program. This is the 

fighter plane for the future, and in some 
ways, we really have no alternative. This 
is the plane that is going to be able to 
provide the technology [and] capabilities 
for the future,” Panetta continued.

“We need to have this [aircraft]. It’s 
true for us, it’s true for our partners — not 
only Canadians, but others — who are 
going to work with us and participate 
with us in the development of the F-35.”

All of what MacKay and Panetta said 
is true, in a lawyerly way. But parsing the 
statements with knowledge of more facts 
than admitted, reveals a level of despera-
tion in the statements of Panetta, and of 
a policy decision to support the U.S. on 
the part of the Canadian government.

As has been mentioned in this space 
before, the most economical and sensible 
purchasing plan for Canada to replace 
the aging CF-18 Hornet fleet would 
be to buy the F-16C in block 60+ of its 

“There’s no 
aircraft other 

than the F-35 
available to 
Canada and 
the United 

States”

e

MacKay affirms commitment to the F-35

PRAISING THE “EYE-WATERING” 
technology of the yet-to-be-built F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter, Canadian Minister of 
National Defence Peter MacKay affirmed 
Canada’s commitment to develop and 
purchase the aircraft when it comes into 
production at the Halifax International 
Security Forum, held in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, between November 18 and 20, 
2011.

“It’s the ability to dominate and own 
the airspace over continental North 
America … There’s no fifth-generation 
aircraft other than the F-35 available 
to Canada and the United States, so all 
of the hypothetical discussions — and 
quite negative discussions, quite frankly 
— about this program are really just 
clatter and noise,” MacKay continued, as 
U.S. Secretary of Defence Leon Panetta 
looked on.

According to the conference organiz-
ers, the conference brought together more 
than 300 decision makers and experts to 
address dozens of topics on the interna-
tional agenda. Participants discussed the 
need for greater cooperation and creativ-
ity to tackle security challenges at a time 
when many nations are cutting budgets 
for defence, diplomacy and development. 
Besides MacKay and Panetta, participants 
included Israeli Defence Minister Ehud 
Barak, former German Defence Minister 
Karl-Thoedor zu Guttenberg, and a U.S. 
congressional delegation led by Senator 
John McCain (R-AZ), and Senator Mark 
Udall (D-CO).

For his part, Panetta played down 
reports that the United States was no 
longer committed to the F-35.

“Let me make very clear that the 
United States is committed to the devel-
opment of the F-35, and to a cooperative 
relationship with the F-35 with our 

development and an equal number of 
AH-64D Apache Longbow helicopters. 
At $20 million a copy for the F-16 and 
$24 million a copy for the helicopter, 
Canada could acquire all the air defence 
capability it needs for 20 years and acquire 
an all-new ground attack capability for less 
than the cost of the F-35 JSF program. 
Then, after 20 years, when the F-16 
nears the end of its service life and is 
becoming technologically obsolescent, 
we purchase the F-35 in its then most 
modern development.

The purchase of an F-16/AH-64 pair 
in place of an F-35 does not mean that 
Canada is no longer committed to the 
F-35. Canada has for years contributed 
to the development of the JSF, providing 
us with the option to buy the aircraft. We 
can continue to fund the development of 
the F-35 and defer purchasing until after 
all the bugs are ironed out.

Minister MacKay defends the F-35 
on the basis of its capability as an air-
superiority fighter. The trouble is that 
the F-22 Raptor is a better aircraft in 
the air-superiority role, and the electron-
ics being developed for the F-35 will 
be incorporated into upgraded F-22s 
when the F-35 comes into production. 
Because of the highly secret material and 
aerodynamic developments of the F-22, 
the U.S. Congress forbade the sale and 
export of this Lockheed-Martin product.

Thus, when Panetta speaks of the 

Vincent J. Curtis 
is a freelance writer who is 
interested in military and 

international affairs
www.curtisreports.blogspot.com
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less than 30 minutes or your next flight 
is free. Well, they’re all free, but you get 
the idea.

Of course, in the real world they 
aren’t free at all. Damned expensive, 
actually. Our search and rescue fleet of 
14 Cormorant helicopters spends over 
20 hours being maintained and inspected 
for every hour they fly, with only half the 
fleet available at any one time. Keeping 
our Challenger jet fleet ready to travel on 

a moment’s notice runs anywhere from 
$2,500 to $10,000 a flight hour, depend-
ing who you talk to and whether they’ve 
agreed to go on the record or not. As any 
downsizing corporate financial officer will 
tell you, private air travel is one seriously 
expensive perk.

But as any downsizing, fiscally respon-
sible prime minister will tell you, travelling 
on the public dime when on government 
business is not a perk, it’s a necessity. 
For when talk of Pistol Pete’s travel his-
tory wouldn’t go away, his boss and crisis 
manager Stephen Harper made it clear 
that his square-jawed minister was doing 
important government work on behalf of 
hardworking Canadians everywhere.

So what constitutes important govern-
ment work? Well, in the case of the good 
minister from Central Nova, it’s using 
our SAR and Challenger fleets to rush 
off to London, Ontario, to announce the 

Michael Nickerson
is a freelance writer and 
satirist based in Toronto. 

His website is  
www.NickersonOnline.com

WATCHING THE NEWS OF LATE, 
you might think Ottawa is less a capitol of 
a modern western democracy than a royal 
enclave full of frolicking nobles. Images 
of toga-clad emperors feasting on grapes, 
being gently fanned by luckless minions 
come to mind, a pleasant tableau of indul-
gence, with the annoying cries of an angry 
public well out of earshot. Tax dollars fuel 
what amounts to a never-ending expense 
account, public assets but toys to be used 
on a whim. All that’s missing is a pit of 
gladiators being eaten by bears.

The latest poster boy for such self-
aggrandizing excess is none other than 
the Right Honourable Peter MacKay, 
Canada’s defence minister and occasional 
military flyboy. The favourite son from 
New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, has come 
a long way. Where once he had to fly 
economy, he’s managed to bypass the 
entire business section and acquire his 
own personal airline, the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. While in their off time they 
do things like protect Canada’s airspace, 
provide life-saving search-and-rescue 
service, supply our troops in the field, and 
engage in the odd NATO offensive when 
called upon, apparently their main purpose 
is something else entirely.

For it seems they’re also in the busi-
ness of providing VIP air shuttle service. 
Missed your connecting flight to the 
Caribbean? The Royal Air Force is there. 
Stuck in a remote fishing lodge owned 
by the chair of a Crown corporation? No 
problem. They’ll have you in Gander in 

signing of a LAV III upgrade project with 
General Dynamics, followed by a flight 
back east to band lobsters. To some, that 
sounds more like a public relations and 
advertising tour for the Harper Govern-
ment™ than vital government business. 
Would not a simple press release suffice?

While watching the antics of people 
with more money than brains can be 
amusing, it gets downright disturbing 
when that money is taxpayer money 
and there isn’t a whole lot of it going 
around. Whether or not MacKay will sue 
opposition party members for attacking 
his “character and personal reputation” 
remains to be seen, but as defence minister 
you’d think he would be more concerned 
with his portfolio. If he was, he would 
know that SAR has serious problems 
with funding and equipment. He might 
take to heart the many very real concerns 
associated with our F-35 purchase instead 
of dismissing it all as “chatter.” Guardian 
of Canada’s interests, he’s not.

And nor is his boss. In the face of 
another one of his minister’s wasting 
public resources he did what he usually 
does, namely spend more public money to 
make it go away. Rather than face the facts 
and the culture of indulgence growing 
in his own government, he shipped his 
spendthrift defence minister off to Brus-
sels, hoping the storm would blow over. 

The choice was obvious, for that 
burgeoning culture starts at the top. The 
grapes are fresh and plentiful, and the 
Emperor is well clothed for at least four 
more years. As his recalcitrant defence 
minister would suggest, all else is merely 
background noise.

Decadence has it price. For the sake 
of Canada, let’s hope the powers that be 
learn that lesson a little faster than the 
privileged few of an empire long past. 

Welcome to the New Rome

e

“travelling 
on the public 
dime when on 
government 
business is 
not a perk,  
it’s a 
necessity”



16  volume 18 issue 12

e

T he Stephen Harper federal government is adamant 
that 65 Joint Strike Fighters of the F-35A variant will 
meet all of Canada’s requirements for a multi-role 
combat aircraft, at a guaranteed price of $65 million 

per copy. Truth or wishful thinking?
The JSF saga is the second part of a tale of two warbirds, both 

produced by the largest American defence contractor, Lockheed 
Martin. These two advanced fifth-generation multi-role fighters 
(all allied fighters currently produced are considered multi-role) 
were designed to compliment each other, with the F-22 Raptor as 
the ultimate air supremacy fighter, and F-35 Lightning II as the 
premier strike (ground attack) counterpart. This makes for a great 
Hi/Lo combat mix (on paper at least) with the added advantage 
that each aircraft is the stealthiest in their specific category, in terms 
of conventional radar.

It is informative to look at the decade earlier design and develop-
ment of the Raptor: originally conceived as a procurement of 750 

world-beating air superiority fighters. This became an extremely 
protracted development program that spiralled out of control in 
terms of financial expenditure. The entire program was severely 
scaled back to a full production run of only 187 units, for total 
program cost of $339 million per plane.

The U.S. government’s own Government Accountability Office 
(GAO), which had done the fiscal reporting on the Raptor, is 

F  E  A T  U  R  E

A perfect fit?

Canada & the F-35:Canada & the F-35:

by Mark M. Miller

A perfect fit?

In February 2011 the U.S. Navy variant of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, 
the F-35C, conducted a test flight over the Chesapeake Bay, flying for 
two hours, checking instruments that will measure structural loads on 
the airframe during flight maneuvers. The F-35C is distinct from the 
F-35A and F-35B variants with larger wing surfaces and reinforced 
landing gear for greater control when operating in the demanding carrier 
take-off and landing environment. Lockheed Martin’s F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter Lightning II is a fifth-generation, single-seat, single-engine stealth 
multirole fighter, that can perform close air support, tactical bombing, and 
air defense missions. (u.s. navy photo courtesy lockheed martin)
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predicting that the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter will likely exceed $133 
million per production aircraft, without further problems or delays. 
History shows us that rosy claims relating to advanced aircraft 
development are dubious at best, and sometimes an outright fantasy.

Even if the JSF eventually meets reasonable cost projections, it 
must then still be vetted as an operational combat aircraft, which 
will not be an easy goal, as it was not only meant to be an affordable 
fifth-generation fighter-bomber for the U.S. and her allies, but to 
do so with less downtime and lower maintenance costs than the 
multi-role fighters now in service. These claims also appear to be 
inaccurate, with the F-35 potentially becoming a hanger-queen 
like the F-22 Raptor.

Put aside the development and cost troubles for the Joint Strike 
Fighter and we are left with the question of whether 65 of these 
particular planes will meet Canada’s national defence and alliance 
commitments. Military procurement is often more about politics 
than practicality, with some international players able to throw 
around more weight than others. Unlike the F-22 Raptor, which 
has been built for the U.S. military only and exports banned to 
even her best allies, the F-35 JSF was conceived as a less capable 
aircraft in terms of sheer performance, but still better than the 
planes of potential adversaries, especially in terms of stealth and 
first strike capability; and development costs would be shared with 
trusted allies.

All of the allied partners, except Canada, have been debating 

their original procurement intentions with many indicating that 
purchase obligations will be pushed farther into the future (maybe 
2015/2016), numbers could be reduced, and even the variant 
required could be changed. The UK, as the only first-tier partner, 
has already declared that it will not purchase 150 of the expensive 
B-variant, which is a Harrier-like jump-jet, and may buy fewer than 
50 of the C-variant, which is the catapult-capable model for use 
on large-top aircraft carriers. All of the other partner nations have 
concerns over cost-per-unit escalations and ongoing development 
troubles.

Canada has always intended to buy the F-35A, which is the 
simplest and least expensive variant, as a conventional take-off-and-
landing model. But affordability is a relative term when an aircraft 
has not been fully tested and proven. Australia, which originally 
had intended to buy 100 of the F-35A, has had to purchase two 
dozen of the new Super Hornet as a stop-gap measure due to the 
delay in the JSF. If the F-35 has further problems, we may have 
to take the same route.

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, as a combat aircraft, may turn out 
to be an ill-thought lemon or a triumphant lion for allied forces; 
but even if it meets its claimed capabilities and effectiveness, it may 
still be the wrong plane for Canada. Because of its three-in-one 
design and stealth features it is not particularly fast, has a limited 
range, and a smaller weapons load capacity compared to other 

JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER... CONTINUED ON PAGE 44

A U.S. Navy F/A-18E Super Hornet flies alongside a U.S. Air Force F-22 
Raptor during joint training exercises at Kadena Air Force Base, Japan. 
For the training, Strike Fighter Squadron 27 which flies Super Hornets 
deployed to Okinawa from its forward-deployed base in Naval Air Facility 
Atsugi, Japan, to focus on the next generation fighter capabilities of the 
two services. The Raptor is the USAF’s newest front-line fighter. (lt. cmdr. 
christopher hurst, u.s. navy)                                

An F-22 Raptor shows how it remains stealthy while carrying weapons in 
flight by cycling its weapons bay doors. The Lockheed Martin/Boeing F-22 
Raptor is a single-seat, twin-engine fifth-generation supermaneuverable 
fighter aircraft that uses stealth technology. It was designed primarily as 
an air superiority fighter, but has additional capabilities that include ground 
attack, electronic warfare, and signals intelligence roles. (mass comm. spec. 
first class edward fagg, u.s. navy)

The Gripen fires a burst of flares during a training exercise. Gripen 
is “the first of the new generation, multi-role fighter aircraft to enter 
operational service. Using the latest technology it is capable of performing 
an extensive range of air-to-air, air-to-surface and reconnaissance 
missions employing the latest weapons. Gripen is designed to meet the 
demands of existing and future threats, while simultaneously meeting 
strict requirements for flight safety, reliability, training efficiency and low 
operating costs.” (pia ericson, saab group)
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From the late 1940s to the mid-1960s, print media expended a lot of 
ink describing the heating up of the Cold War. What received very 
little attention was an arena of the Cold War that never heated up: 
the Canadian Arctic.

T he imminent threat of another world war, this one 
nuclear, was taken very seriously by western powers. 
Jointly, American, British and Canadian military 
planners went so far as to draw up detailed defence 

strategies against Soviet aggression. 
On April 29, 1949, Russia detonated its first nuclear device, and 

westerners were duly alarmed. Schoolchildren practiced nuclear air 
raid drills, which mostly involved crouching under their desks away 
from windows; backyard bomb shelters were popular enough to 
be a value-added selling point for house realtors. The Canadian 
government was sufficiently distressed that it built several nuclear-
proof bomb shelters for government and military leaders.

THE COLDEST FRONT
Despite this security-conscious burst of construction, the real action 
was in the Arctic, and it was already in high gear as early as 1946, 
beginning with Operation MUSKOX. 

Before MUSKOX there had been no significant military presence 
in the Canadian Arctic; the Canadian Army had no winterized 
equipment or clothing suitable for this environment. Even after the 

gruelling experience of winter in northern Italy and the devastation 
wrought on German troops by the Russian cold, it took the Soviet 
threat to inspire the army to act. MUSKOX was to be a challenging 
test of innovative material and techniques. 

The Royal Canadian Air Force had just as big a challenge on its 
hands, due to lack of infrastructure. The air force would have to 
supply MUSKOX from temporary airfields and by airdrops, and it 
would also be relied on to chart access routes for the ground parties, 
though sudden weather changes continually altered the landscape. 

The operation’s main ground party consisted of 48 Canadian 
Army officers and men, plus four observers — three from the U.S. 
military and one from the Royal Canadian Navy. The group set 
out from Churchill, Manitoba, on February 15, 1946, travelling 
in 12 enclosed snowmobiles equipped with tracks.

On March 15, they reached Cambridge Bay, the most northerly 
point of their trek, and then turned south to Coppermine and 
Port Radium. They crossed Great Bear Lake in April, slowed by 
pressure ridges in the ice that made passage extremely perilous. One 

COLD WAR
 

ARCTIC

Although Operation MUSKOX is no longer being conducted, winter 
exercises continue to take place for regulars and reservists in the 
Canadian Forces. Last February Exercise NORTHERN BISON took place 
at Nunalla, Manitoba. As part of their training, soldiers had to set up a 
forward operating base, including a hospital, build snow shelters, conduct 
firing on the range and receive further geographical knowledge from 
Canadian Rangers. (cpl bill gomm, dnd)

by Art Montague
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COLD WAR IN THE ARCTIC ... CONT’D ON PAGE 42

four-tonne snowmobile went through the ice, as did a bulldozer 
sent to free it. The bulldozer operator died in the attempt.

NOT ALL ICE AND SNOW
As the party moved southward, spring thawing turned trails into 
rivers of mud. Advance engineers and sappers were flown in to 
Bridge Rivers and streams swollen by spring runoff. Hastily built 
rafts made perilous crossings of waterways choked with debris from 
flash floods. The last leg of the 5,000-kilometre journey had to be 
made by rail; the snowmobiles were beyond repair.

Operation MUSKOX demonstrated the extreme difficulty of 
land operations in the Arctic. In addition to the 48 army personnel 
on the ground, more than 200 others were required to provide 
support. However, the RCAF, flying 1.3 million kilometres and 
dropping 380 tonnes of cargo with pinpoint accuracy in the barrens, 
had indisputably proved its value.

The role of the RCAF in the Arctic would become even more 
critical as the Cold War intensified. 

RCAF ARCTIC MISSION
While the Canadian public considered the function of Canada’s 
military to be centred on peacekeeping, the role of the RCAF 
was played out in the Canadian Arctic for a very select audience. 
During Operation MUSKOX, the RCAF’s responsibility went 
beyond supplying and guiding the ground personnel. The air force 
was testing new technology and generating detailed geographic 
and meteorological maps, often in areas never before seen by 
southern eyes.

Immediately after the first Soviet nuclear test in 1949, Canada, 
the United States and Britain stepped up efforts to monitor Soviet 
progress and develop countermeasures. 

After the experience of Operation MUSKOX, the Far North was 
no longer considered a potential battleground for ground forces, 

but going over the North Pole was the logical route for air attacks 
on southern targets and a significant route for any Strategic Air 
Command missions targeting the Soviet Union’s heartland.

NORAD’s monitoring headquarters were deep inside a Colo-
rado mountain, with a backup location in North Bay, Ontario. 
Despite impressive fortification, any defensive response, whether 
by air or sea, required constant accurate weather information 
from the Arctic region. Further nuclear testing by the Soviets 
had to be closely monitored as well. This activity became a major 
responsibility of the RCAF.

SPIES IN THE SKY
Three RCAF squadrons — the 408, 414, and 413 — were engaged 
in this work, employing revamped Lancaster bombers crammed 
with photographic equipment, which fed data to ground stations. 
In 1952, 407 Squadron got on board, specifically tasked to monitor 
Soviet atmospheric nuclear testing. The 407’s Lancasters used 
“scoop and filter” methods for capturing airborne particles from 
these tests, using a filter system developed at McGill University. 
The system proved to be the new standard. 

The collected particles were valuable because from these particles 
scientists could determine the size, configuration and sophistication 
of the detonated devices. Between 1950 and 1962, the Soviets 
conducted 220 tests, and the RCAF pulled intelligence from most 
of them. To complement this effort, in the mid-1950s the RCAF 
also established a secret seismic station at Flin Flon, Manitoba, as 
part of a worldwide “sniffer” system to detect nuclear explosions.

Through all of this defensive activity, the Soviets were not idle. 
Two new potential threats emerged in the Arctic during the ’50s. 
One was the development of a long-range bomber with nuclear 
delivery capability about which — try as they did — Western 
intelligence sources could obtain no details.

The second threat was the establishment of drift stations in the 
Arctic. These drift stations were built on floating sheets of ice. Some 
of these sheets were as much as 16 kilometres miles wide and 80 
kilometres miles long, easily accommodating buildings and airstrips.

RIGHT:  Operation MUSKOX gave the Canadian military experience in 
living and moving over long distances in the icy conditions of the Arctic, 
where the average daily temperature was approximately -32° Celcius. In 
this photo taken in early 1946, the Canadian-designed Penguin armoured 
snowmobile hauls two sleds across the Arctic. (united nations, un123,765)

Air support: Canadians unload an American glider during Operation 
MUSKOX. These extensive ground operations in the Arctic depended on 
aircraft for supplies, food, and fuel. (library and archives canada, pa-196940)
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F  E  A  T  U  R  E

by Donna Tillotson

The real-life adventures of James 
“Stocky” Edwards: Canada’s 

highest scoring living ace shares his 
North African experience from 

the Second World War

C olonel Moammar Gadhafi, the long-time 
dictator of Libya, was recently brought to a carnal justice 
that ended his 42-year reign over his country. The conflict 
provoked questions of Libyan loyalty to a leader the Western 
world could not understand. Canadian Lieutenant-General 
Charles Bouchard led the NATO air campaign that eventually 
toppled Gadhafi, but this was not the first time Canadian 
pilots and combat aircraft plied their trade in the skies above 
Libya. 

Not only an accomplished pilot, James “Stocky” Edwards is also a gifted 
artist. This illustration depicts his P-40 Kittyhawk aircraft flying over the 
Libyan desert. Although considered inferior to the German Messerschmitt 
109, the Kittyhawk packed a powerful punch in the hands of a good pilot. 
(painting by james edwards)
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Seventy years ago it was Axis troops who hoped to use the Italian 
colony of Libya as a springboard to push the Allied forces out of 
Egypt and take control of the Suez Canal. This was a strategic 
objective, which was considered crucial for a victory by either side 
in the Second World War. The Allies’ intentions were to retain 
control of the Mediterranean and protect their vital trade routes 
up the canal from the Gulf of Suez. The alternate trade route for 
goods from India and the Far East would take two months, rather 
than three weeks, if redirected around South Africa. Without the 
Suez Canal, the Allies did not believe they could win the war. 

The campaign in North Africa was a hard-fought struggle, 

including the battle to dominate the skies. At the time, James 
Francis “Stocky” Edwards was a young fighter pilot who made 
the most of his role, contributing to the eventual Allied victory 
in the region.

The Libya of 1940 bore little resemblance to that of the present. 
In WWII, oil had not yet been discovered in the Sahara, and the 
West took little interest in the otherwise barren desert terrain. 
The cities were primitive, and the approximately 150,000 Italian 
migrants settled mostly along the coast upward to Tunisia. They 
built themselves vacation resorts, which were easily reachable by 
ship from Italy. Small populations of nomadic Bedouin tribes also 
roamed throughout the area. 

“I never saw [a Bedouin] up close,” explained Edwards, recall-
ing his wartime deployment in Libya. “When we were flying over 
the desert, you would occasionally see a man with a camel, never 
women. Most of the tribes moved into caves to stay safe. They were 
more worried about the troops potentially attacking or raping their 
women, than of bombs.” 

When Mussolini and Hitler formed the Axis Powers alliance 
in 1937, the Italian strategic occupation of the northern coast of 
Africa threatened British Egyptian bases in Cairo and Alexandria. 
This threat became a reality shortly after the outbreak of the war. 
By the summer of 1940, France had been knocked out of the 
war by Germany’s Blitzkrieg. And, with the Luftwaffe bombing 
London, an Italian offensive was launched into Egypt. The Italians 
caught the British unawares and they were able to push within 240 
kilometres of Alexandria. However, it did not take the Brits long to 

A few pilots of No. 260 Squadron, September-October 1942. Left to Right: 
Sergeant Jack Sheppard (RAF), Flight Lieutenant Ron Cundy (RAAF), 
Flight Sergeant Stocky Edwards (RCAF), Flying Officer Jeff Fallows 
(RNZAF), and FLying Officer Nelson Gilboe (RCAF). (courtesy w.r. cundy)
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recover and to launch an offensive of their own. The Italians were 
sent reeling back into Libya, surrendering thousands of soldiers and 
abandoning much of their equipment. With Italy on the brink of 
losing their colony, Hitler dispatched General Erwin Rommel and 
the lead elements of the soon-to-be-famous Afrika Korps. Under 
Rommel, the Germans and Italians soon regained the strategic 
initiative in North Africa. 

It was during this tense time that Edwards joined No. 94 
Squadron in early 1942. His unit was temporarily based in remote 
Antelat, Libya, which is over 1,000 kilometres west of Cairo. This 

An Italian destroyer travels along the Suez Canal. Control of this vital 
waterway was sought by both the Axis and Allied powers during the 
Second World War for the transportation of key commodities such as oil in 
the Middle East and raw materials from Asia. (london illustrated news)
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squadron had taken quite a beating fending off Axis air attacks and 
when Edwards arrived at camp they were under siege.

“Our squadron had been assigned to strafing [ground attacks 
by low-flying aircraft], but we had a lot of new guys and little 
success; we saw a lot of our men go down. It was really hard on 
morale then,” Edwards explained. No. 94 Squadron was originally 
equipped with Hurricane fighters, but the pilots were soon reas-
signed to fly the American-built Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawks. At the 
time, the Kittyhawks were not as fast or manoeuvrable as the 
German Messerschmitt 109s. 

“It’s a hard plane to learn. When I arrived I had never flown 
an operation in one. You had to have a strong right arm to fly 
it properly and it didn’t get up as fast as other planes. What was 
superior was its firing capabilities,” Edwards explains. 

The Kittyhawk was armed with six .50-calibre machine guns, 
three on each wing. “If you could get to where you wanted to be, 
you had the advantage.”

Although some pilots in his squadron refused to fly the sluggish 
Kittyhawks, Edwards wilfully mastered the aircraft and learned its 
strong points, such as the plane’s ability to perform a tight turn 
and make a steep, fast dive.

During his training, Edwards was introduced to the finger four 
flying formation. The Luftwaffe had long been using this technique, 
and it was being slowly adopted by some Allied squadron leaders. 
The formation had a similar shape to a right hand with it fingers 
spread. It was easily broken off into pairs when under attack. 
Another key tactic Edwards had to learn was deflection shooting. 
This involved firing where the enemy plane was going, rather than 
where it was, in order to hit it. Edwards practiced this by doing 
shadow shooting, or aiming at the shadow his plane made on the 
sand below, so the dust kicked up when the shadow crossed over it.

In the skies over Libya was where Edwards first squared off 
against the Axis powers. On his first operational sortie the target 
was the airfield in Martuba, which was operated by the Germans 

ACE OVER LIBYA ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 43

James “Stocky” Edwards posed in the desert 
in his Kittyhawk in 1942. As part of Royal Air 

Force No. 94 Squadron, Edwards served in 
North Africa as part of the Western Desert 

campaign. (courtesy james edwards)
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claimed Panetta. “It’s not too strong to say 
his leadership, steady and sure, proved vital to 
our eventual success in [the Libyan] mission.”

The cost to stage the Libyan victory 
celebration was estimated at $850,000. When 
this dollar figure was made public, opposition 
parties denounced the expenditure as exces-
sive in this new era of fiscal restraint.

Canadian Afghanistan veterans were also 
justly upset by the formal recognition the 
Libyan campaign received while their decade-
long bloody struggle in Afghanistan is being 
hastily discarded in the dustbin of history. 

SAR TECHS’ HEROISM REWARDED
The daring cliff-side rescue of a lucky British 
Columbia hiker, which pushed both the 
rescue crew and their search and rescue 
helicopter to the limits, has been selected for 
this year’s winner of the Cormorant Trophy 
for Helicopter Rescue.

On the night of December 23, 2010, 
the Cormorant helicopter “Rescue 907” 
stationed with 442 Squadron at CFB Comox, 
was dispatched to rescue a 23-year-old man 
who was stranded on a steep side of Hat 
Mountain in Cyprus Provincial Park, B.C. 
The Cormorant crew were racing against time, 
with a powerful winter storm approaching. 
Unless the rescue could be carried out, the 
man would be stranded for days without the 
necessary provisions to survive.

The stranded hiker was located at 1,600 
metres up the mountain, 150 metres into 
dense clouds, in a narrow and steep bowl. 
As the crew approached in their AW101 
Cormorant helicopter, they were battered 
by the turbulence of 85 kph wind gusts 
blowing straight down the mountain. This 
forced the pilots to fight rapid power swings, 
causing significant rotor speed changes, which 
made accurate control of the helicopter very 

On November 24th the Defence Department 
staged what can only be described as a victory 
celebration commemorating Canada’s military 
campaign in Libya. The festivities included a 
large contingent from HMCS Charlottetown, 
the Halifax-based frigate, which had been on 
station in the Mediterranean, enforcing the 
arms embargo against pro-Gadhafi loyalists. 

In recognition of Canada’s not-yet-fully-
disclosed Special Forces role played in Libya, 
members of the Canadian Special Operations 
Regiment also had a colour party in the 
parade. The skies above Parliament Hill were 
filled with a vast array of aircraft, including 
seven CF-18 fighters, a C-130 Hercules 
refueller, a C-17 cargo plane, an Aurora 
surveillance aircraft and even an old Sea King 
maritime helicopter. 

Singled out for personal recognition was 
Lieutenant-General Charles Bouchard, the 
Canadian air force officer who had been in 
overall command of the NATO mission in 
Libya. While he was applauded by Canadian 
parliamentarians at the victory ceremony, 
Bouchard had already received high-level 
international praise the previous weekend. 

In his speech at the Halifax forum on 
November 18, U.S. Secretary of Defence 
Leon Panetta lauded Bouchard’s efforts to the 
assembled delegates from 39 countries. “He 
was tough, he was able, he took no prisoners,” 

A flypast of seven CF-18 and one CC-150 Polaris 
tanker mark the end of Operation MOBILE. (dnd)

WILL VL-DAY BE A YEARLY 
CELEBRATION TOO?

e

difficult. Using night-vision gear, the search 
team were only able to make out a faint light, 
which they hoped was their rescue target.

Facing the high risk of an avalanche, the 
crew decided on a fast extraction with the 
SAR Tech remaining attached to the hoist. 
The flight engineer then directed the aircraft 
about seven metres above the hiker with a 
vertical rock face just one-and-a-half to three 
metres in front of the rotor blades. The flight 
engineer lowered the SAR Tech, who quickly 
hooked up the rescue subject, and both men 
were hoisted on board. Throughout this pro-
cedure, the snow was being whipped around 
the helicopter enveloping it in a “snowball,” 
drastically reducing the pilots’ visibility.

As they went to fly away, a thick layer of 
cloud moved in, making it impossible to 
backtrack the way they came in. With almost 
no visibility, the flight crew managed to extract 
the helicopter from the cliff confines, relying 
only on instrumentation to show them the 
way out. The crew flew to the Lyons Bay 
soccer field, where the man was transferred 
to a land ambulance and taken to hospital for 
treatment for mild hypothermia.

The Cormorant Trophy is named after 
the AW101 (formerly EH101) Cormorant 
medium heavy-lift helicopter used as the 
Canadian Forces’ primary search and rescue 
helicopter. 

The Search and Rescue crew of 442 Squadron 
were presented with the Cormorant Trophy for 

their daring rescue of a hiker last year.
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MACEDONIA ... CONTINUED ON PAGE 43

So you think you know your military history? Well, think again!

Each month we publish questions to test your knowledge as part of our At Ease feature, a collection of 
military trivia and humour. The answers to the quiz are tucked away on another page in this issue.  

Good luck! Your input is welcome! Please send your stumpers to Les Peate c/o this magazine.  

Twelve posers, one for each month of the year!

1. What was F/Sgt Peter 
Engebrecht’s claim to fame?

2. Who was the alter ego of 
Midshipman Johnston?

3. What are the names of 
Canada’s four submarines?

4. True or false: Brigadier-
General Rockingham 

commanded 25 Brigade in 
Korea?

5. What was a “lock hospital” 
in WWI?

6. He moved abroad to 
avoid the draft, but later 

enlisted and was decorated 
for bravery. Who was this 
well-known personality?

7.Which direction was 
Washington’s famed 

crossing of the Delaware? 
East-West or West-East?

8. When are salutes of (a) 50 
guns and (b) 62 guns fired?

9. What are two unusual features 
regarding the VC awarded to Lt. 

HFS Roberts?

10. Which Canadian was described 
by Winston Churchill as the 

“Saviour of Ceylon”?

11. What body of arms is the 
Commonwealth’s oldest continually 

serving unit?

12. Whose service number was 
53310761?
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Bound up in the glory of piping:  
Canadian Pipers lead the way

by Bob Gordon

 
It takes a rare breed of courage to lead your comrades into battle 

armed with only a musical instrument — and to inspire them with 
the skirl of the pipes

JAMES CLELAND RICHARDSON  
attested to the 16th Battalion (Canadian Scot-
tish) of the Canadian Expeditionary Force on 
September 23, 1914. He had been in Canada 
for a mere 16 months. On the Somme, in the 
fall of 1916, Piper Jimmy Richardson became 
the youngest Canadian to win the Victoria 
Cross and the only Canadian Piper to be 
awarded a VC.

Richardson was born to the pipes. Arriving 
at Halifax from Lanarkshire with his father and 
siblings on May 23, 1913, he was already an ac-
complished piper. The family continued west. 
Jimmy and his sister Alice settled in Vancouver 
while his father, David, went on to Chilliwack, 
BC, where he was appointed chief of police. 
On July 1, 1914, the Victoria Highland Games 
were held and Jimmy Richardson won the 
strathspey and reel competition. Interestingly, 
at the same event Donald McLeod, future first 
Pipe Major of the Canadian Scottish, won the 
march competition. The Victoria Times also 
reported that a Piper Parke finished second in 
the march competition. This could very well be 
Cpl John Park of the 50th Gordons (Victoria). 
Piper Park was killed on the same day as 
Richardson, the day Richardson was awarded 
the VC for piping the Canadian Scottish into 
the assault on the Somme.

On October 8, 1916 near Courcellette, the Canadian Scottish 
participated in the second, ultimately unsuccessful, Canadian 
attack on Regina trench. Richardson, delegated to be left out 
of battle, demanded a parade before the battalion commanding 
officer, LCol. Leckie, and was granted permission to join No. 4 
Company in the assault.

When the company found itself stymied by 
uncut wire Richardson turned to SM Arden 
Mackie in the trench beside him and asked, 
“Wull I gie them wund?”

“Aye mon, gie ‘em wund,” Mackie replied.
Richardson clambered out of the trench. 

He played Reel of Tulloch and Devil in the 
Kitchen, spending 10 minutes marching along 
the company front until the wire was cleared.

His Victoria Cross citation was published 
in the London Gazette: “As the company 
approached the trench they were held up by 
very strong wire and came under terrific fire. 
Realizing the situation he [Richardson] strode 
up and down playing his pipes with great 
coolness. This inspired the troops.”

The battalion’s second in command, Major 
Cy Peck, was more effusive in his praise: “I 
really think his Victoria Cross performance was 
one of the great deeds of the war. The condi-
tions were those of indescribable peril and 
terror. The lad’s whole soul was bound up in 
the glory of piping, and he was only taken into 
action after imploring the colonel with tears in 
his eyes. Altogether a most wonderful example 
of high souled courage and enthusiasm.”

Sir Bruce Seaton agreed. He chose an 
illustration of Piper Richardson as the frontis-

piece of his 1921 history of the pipes in WWI, The Pipes of War. 
Richardson survived the incident that earned him a VC only to 
die later in the day. Piper Richardson’s exhibition of conspicuous 
courage established the role of the pipes in the Canadian Scottish, 
and when Peck assumed command of the battalion after the Somme 
battles it became a battalion tradition, the first Canadian unit to 
follow the pipes into battle.

VIMY RIDGE SOMME PASSCHENDAELE KITCHENER’S WOOD YPRES FLANDERS FIELDS GENERAL CURRIE 
AMIENS COURCELETTE BILLY BISHOP HMCS RAINBOW TANKS STRATEGIC BOMBING TRENCH WARFARE 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS MONS LEE ENFIELD HMCS NIOBE BEAUMONT-HAMEL CAVALRY CONSCRIPTION

Photograph of Piper James Cleland 
Richardson, VC wearing his 72 Seaforth 

Highlanders of Canada uniform. As a 
member of the 16th Battalion (Canadian 

Scottish), he became the youngest 
Canadian to win the Victoria Cross, at 

age 20, during the Battle of the Somme, 
October 8, 1916. The decoration was 
awarded posthumously. (library and 

archives canada, c-033428)
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Peck was clear as to the benefits of piping 
the troops into battle. He argued each piper 
increased fighting strength by 50 effectives. “The 
heroic and dramatic effect of a piper stoically 
playing his way across the modern battlefield, 
altogether oblivious of danger, has an extraor-
dinary effect on the spirit of his comrades.” 
Pragmatic like many former militiamen, Peck was 
willing to use anything that gave him an edge. 

Teetotaller Sam Hughes would have bellowed 
had he seen the final item in the operational 
order for the attack that earned Richardson a 
VC. It read: “Platoon leaders will carry an extra 
Water bottle of Rum for issue.” In Peck’s mind, 
if demon rum and the skirl of the pipes enhanced 
the 16th’s fighting power, so be it. His faith in 
the pipes was borne out over the last 18 months 
of the war as they repeatedly led the battalion 
into battle.

According to MCpl. D.M. Drysdale CD, the 
battalion band historian at Vimy Ridge, “the 
Battalion was led for over a mile to its objective 
by Pipe Major James Groat playing We will take 
the Good Old Way along with five other pipers, 
among whom were Allan McNab and Hugh 
McKellar.” 

Canadian Scottish officer, and later battalion 
historian, Hugh M. Urquhart tells a more detailed, and completely 
believable tale. When Peck, accompanied by the pipes of Groat and 
McNab, moved his headquarters forward to the Zwishen Stellung 
on the Red Line they were followed by RSM James Kay and his 
batman, the latter carrying a one-gallon crock of SRD (Special 
Red Demerara) rum under each arm. The battalion historian later 
noted that their appearance among the shocked troops elicited 
a hearty cheer, although it seemed to be largely directed at the 

batman and his liquid burden rather than the 
headquarters personnel.

Four months later Piper Alec McGillivray, 
with B Company, had an unusual request of his 
company commander Major Gilliat in the hours 
before the August 15, 1917 attack on Hill 70 
north of Lens. A tailor in civilian life, McGillivray 
was a slight man, five feet six inches tall with only 
a 32-inch chest. He was concerned that with 
the weight of the extra assault equipment and 
his pipes he would not be able to keep up with 
the first wave as they advanced up the slope of 
Hill 70 and, as he put it, “bring disgrace on a 
Highland piper.” He requested, and received, 
permission to advance piping into no man’s land 
before zero hour. According to Urquhart, “He 
led off the advance, well ahead of the attacking 
wave, playing the pipes.”

As if this was not enough, into the battle the 
13th (Royal Montreal) Battalion on the 16th’s 
left began to falter under a fierce counter-
bombardment. McGillivray, still at the sharp end, 
paraded onto the neighbouring battalion’s front. 
The War Diary of the embattled 13th records the 
effect of the pipes: “A skirl of bagpipes was heard 
and along the 13th front came a piper of the 16th 
Canadian Scottish. This inspired individual, eyes 

blazing with excitement, and kilt proudly swinging to his measured 
tread, made his way along the line, piping as only a true Highlander 
can. ... The god of brave men was with him in that hour, and he 
disappeared unharmed to the flank whence he had come.” Piper 
McGillivray survived his death-defying performance only to be 
killed later in the afternoon as he moved to the rear.

One year later, in the wake of the massive German spring 
offensive, the Canadian Corps spearheaded the first Allied coun-

“Teetotaller Sam Hughes would 
have bellowed had he seen the 
final item in the operational 

order for the attack that earned 
Richardson a VC”

VIMY RIDGE SOMME PASSCHENDAELE KITCHENER’S WOOD YPRES FLANDERS FIELDS GENERAL CURRIE 
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ABOVE: James Richardson’s parents, 
David and Mary, together with Jimmy’s 
sister Alice visit Jimmy’s grave in the 

Adanac Military Cemetery during 
the 1936 Vimy Memorial Pilgrimage. 

(courtesy www.pipesofwar.com)  
TOP INSET: Reaching the razor wire 

of no man’s land. (norflicks)
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terattack on August 8, 1918. On the morning of the 8th a dense 
fog descended onto the Amiens battlefield before zero hour. The 
Canadian Scottish advanced, led by their pipers. Peck later told 
the battalion historian that the pipers had facilitated command and 
control impaired by the limited visibility. 

“I found the pipes of the greatest usefulness, not only to encour-
age and inspire the men, but the keen ear of one Piper could detect 
the tones of the others through the dense fog and enabled us to 
identify Companies in the advance.”

Also on August 8, Piper George Firth Paul became the first 

mechanized piper to accompany an advance. Breaking from the 
HQ section Paul leaped aboard a Mark V tank named “Dominion” 
and rode forward playing Blue Bonnets over the Border, the battalion 
march, until Peck ordered him to dismount. Paul, like Richardson 
and McGillivray before him, survived the initial assault only to be 
killed later in the afternoon.

Four months later, a month after the armistice, deep in the 
Ardennes, the Canadian Scottish left Belgium, and joined the Al-
lied army of occupation. Leading the column, until they deployed 
along the roadside at the national boundary, the pipes played Blue 
Bonnets over the Border while the battalion marched into Germany.

The valour of the pipes of the Canadian Scottish did not 
come without costs. Of the 17 pipers in the battalion when Piper 
Richardson went over the top for the first time at the Somme, 
only three remained on the battalion roll at the armistice. Piper 
Richardson was awarded the VC posthumously and Pipe-Major 
Jimmy Groat won the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) and 
the Military Medal with bar. Military Medals were also awarded 
to another six pipers. 

Painting by J. Prinsep Beadle of James Richardson at Regina Trench, 
Vimy Ridge. The decorated piper was born on November 25, 1895 in 
Bellshill, Scotland, and then immigrated to Canada with his parents. When 
his company met with razor wire, the young Canadian Scottish piper 
rallied the men by marching across the front, playing the bagpipes until 
such a time as they could go across no man’s land for the attack. For the 
courage and leadership the young 20-year-old displayed on the field of 
battle that day, Richardson was awarded the Victoria Cross. Richardson 
died later on October 8 or 9, 1916, while on a search for his pipes.
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by Thom Gordon

The strange journey of 
Richardon’s pipes

F ollowing the assault on Regina Trench, Piper James 
Richardson was among a party that was detailed to bomb 
enemy dugouts as the position was consolidated. He then 

joined the other band members as a stretcher-bearer and prisoner 
escort. He was ordered to accompany a wounded man and some 
German prisoners to the rear, but after a few hundred yards, 
realizing he had forgotten his pipes, he left to retrieve them. He 
was never seen alive again. He was buried in the Adanac Military 
Cemetery, a few kilometres north of where he was killed, with 
no pipes at his side. It was believed that Richardson’s bagpipes 
had been lost forever.

Tomas Christie, a parent of students at Ardvreck School in 
Crieff, Perthshire, Scotland and also a piper, initiated the search 
for the origin of the pipes. He e-mailed pipe majors in Canada 
asking about the red, green and double white striped tartan on 
the bagpipes that were on display at his children’s school. The 
post was read by Warrant Officer Roger McGuire, pipe major of 
the Canadian Scottish Regiment. While the Canadian Scottish 
wore the McKenzie tartan, the selection of the tartan for the band 
was reserved for the commanding officer, LCol. RGE Leckie, 
who selected the Lennox tartan, his wife’s clan affiliation. The 
Lennox tartan is red, green and double white striped and Pipe 
Major McGuire recognized it.

McGuire quickly learned that Ardvreck preparatory school 
in Scotland had possession of a set of bagpipes with the unique 
Lennox tartan on them. A British Army chaplain, Major Edward 
Yeld Bate, had found the pipes in 1917 near Courcellette and 
brought them back to a school in Scotland where he was a 
teacher. The pipes remained unidentified for several decades, 
and served as a broken, mud-caked and blood-stained reminder 
of an unknown piper from the Great War.

With the support of The Canadian Club and a group of 
patriotic citizens, McGuire travelled to Scotland in January 2003 

to help identify the pipes that had been on display at Ardvreck 
School for over seven decades. The Canadian Scottish lost two 
pipers on October 8, 1916. Piper John Park was killed in a 
separate incident that same day. However, according to McGuire, 
these pipes are clearly Richardson’s, not Park’s. 

“Photographic evidence would suggest they are Richardson’s 
because of the distinctly different bottom of Park’s chanter on 
his pipes, which is quite clear in a couple of photos, including a 
panorama photo taken at Valcartier in 1914 where both pipers 
are holding their pipes in the carry position,” stated McGuire.

Almost four years later McGuire was back in Crieff as a mem-
ber of a delegation led by Patrick Reid that included Chilliwack 
MLA Barry Penner, Solicitor-General John Les, and Dan 
Richardson, James’s grandnephew. In a ceremony on October 
8, 2006, exactly 90 years after Richardson piped the Canadian 
Scottish into battle, the delegation took possession of the pipes.

Ironically, the trip almost cost McGuire his own pipes: 
“Checking into the hotel, I suddenly realized my own pipes were 
missing,” recalled McGuire. “Momentary panic. Where are my 
pipes? Then someone called the airport. Relief. The pipes had 
been left at the loading area back at the airport. So during the 
effort to retrieve the Richardson pipes, my own could well have 
disappeared ... but fortunately they didn’t.” 

One month later, on November 8, 2006, the pipes were of-
ficially repatriated by The Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess 
Mary’s) in a ceremony at the British Columbia Legislature, where 
they are now on display. Cadet Sergeant Joshua MacDonald, pipe 
major of 2136 Canadian Scottish Cadet Corps, carried the pipes 
into the Legislature. “They’ve been on a battlefield and shot. 
There’s even a bullet hole in the chanter. ... It was a really big 
honour to carry them,” he told the CBC at the time. 

“There were a number of people who contributed in various 
ways to steering things toward that ultimate resting place for the 
pipes,” said McGuire, “and they know who they are. Somehow 
it was just meant to be.” 

Piper James Richardson’s bagpipes were found on the battlefield of the 
Somme and kept on display at the Ardvreck School in Crieff, Scotland 
for over 90 years before they were identified by Pipe Major Roger 
McGuire of the Canadian Scottish. 

On November 8, 2006 
16-year-old army cadet 
Joshua MacDonald, 
Cadet Pipe Major of the 
2136 Royal Canadian 
Army Cadet Corps 
(Princess Mary’s) Pipes 
and Drums of Victoria, 
carried the pipes of 
VC recipient James 
Richardson when they 
were repatriated to 
Canada in a ceremony 
at the B.C. Legislature.
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compiled by 

Les Peate

Veterans’ news & views

THANKS TO VETERANS
Westjet is a welcome addition to the compa-
nies and organizations recognizing veterans 
in a financial way. Veterans providing proof 
of service (Form ND 75 is acceptable) 
will be allowed to take a second item of 
luggage free of charge on their flights. This 
constitutes a $20 saving.

VIA Rail and the Bed & Breakfast 
Canada have previously offered discounts to 
veterans and many Royal Canadian Legion 
branches offer a free first-year membership 
to Afghanistan vets.

I experienced a heart-warming experi-
ence on November 12. While making pur-
chases at a local delicatessen I remarked on 
a set of photos on display, which depicted a 
cadet laying a wreath at a cenotaph. When 
I went to pay for my purchase I was told 
there was “no charge” as I was a veteran. (It 
is probably no surprise that the store was a 
Dutch one — the Netherlanders and South 
Koreans are noted for their appreciation of 
Canadian veterans.)

AN OVERDUE APOLOGY AND 
MORE
Sixty years late, the Japanese government 
has finally apologized for the treatment 
meted out on Canadians captured in Hong 
Kong. On December 8th Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Toshiyuki Kato made the 
apology to a group of Canadian veterans 
visiting Japan, led by Veterans Affairs 
Minister Steven Blaney. Unfortunately, 
relatively few of the veterans are still around 
to appreciate the long-awaited gesture.

On December 4th veterans were 
remembered in a special way. Over 

2,700 balsam wreaths with crimson sashes 
were placed on the graves of military vets 
interred in Ottawa’s Beechwood National 
Military Cemetery. This was the inaugural 
event for Wreaths Across Canada, a project 
resulting from four years of work by air 
force veteran Craig McPhee, who was 
inspired by a similar project at the Arlington 
Military Cemetery. Participants included 
veterans, relatives, cadets, volunteers and 
serving military personnel, including Chief 
of Defence Staff General Walter Natynczyk. 
McPhee hopes the project will be carried 
out in other military cemeteries across 
Canada, as well as taking place annually in 
Beechwood Cemetery. (For more informa-
tion, refer to the article “A Wreath for Every 
Canadian Veteran” in Volume 18 Issue 10, 
or go to www.WreathsAcrossCanada.ca)

Meanwhile, I recalled that some years 
ago I received a copy of documents from 
the a United Kingdom veterans group. I 
was able to locate them, and feel that our 
victims may have been shafted for the sake 
of political expediency. I am reproducing 
copies of two of the documents without 
comment, as they speak for themselves:

1. Foreign Office Paper: 
CLAIMS AGAINST JAPAN

PROBLEM:
1. Article 26 of the Treaty of Peace with 

Japan states that, should Japan make a 
peace settlement or war claims settlement 
with any State granting that state greater 
advantages than those provided by the San 
Francisco Treaty, those same advantages 
shall be extended to the parties to the San 
Francisco Treaty.

2. Japan has recently signed a Peace Treaty 
with Burma, Article v(l)(a) of which gives 
Burma greater advantages in respect of 
reparations than those enjoyed by the parties 
to the San Francisco Treaty under Article 
14(a)(l), since the latter only gives a right to 
the services of the Japanese people to compen-
sate occupied territories, while the Burmese 
are entitled, in addition to such services, to 
products of Japan together to the value of 
$20,000,000 per annum over ten years by way 
of reparations as well as services and products 
to the value of $5,000,000 per annum over 
ten years to facilitate economic co-operation 
by investment in joint enterprises.

e

REMEMBERING 
VETERANS

Wreaths Across Canada’s inaugural 
ceremony took place at Ottawa’s 

National Military Cemetery on December 
4, with the placing of almost 3,000 

balsam wreaths. (wreaths across canada)
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3. Japan has also recently signed a War 
Claims Agreement with Switzerland which 
provides in Articles l and II a measure of 
compensation for maltreatment, personal 
injury and loss arising from acts illegal under 
the rules of war. The mere fact of providing 
compensation for these illegal acts gener-
ally (quite apart from the higher level of the 
compensation provided) constitutes a greater 
advantage than those provided by the San 
Francisco Treaty. In view of the discussions 
which took place in the House of Commons on 
this subject at the time of the signature of the 
Peace Treaty and of the activity of the British 
Legion and Far Eastern prisoners-of-War 
Associations, it is possible that the provisions of 
the Japan-Swiss War Claims Agreement may 
have repercussions in this country, although 
there have been none so far.

DISCUSSION
4. Those states which are parties to the 

San Francisco Treaty are thus entitled to 
claim from Japan benefits similar to those 
stipulated in Article V of the Burma-Japan 
Peace Treaty and in Articles land II of the 
Swiss- Japanese War Claims Agreement. The 
Japanese realised the risk of this happening 
when they were negotiating the agreement 
with Switzerland. It is, of course, extremely 
difficult to determine precisely to what 
further benefits on this argument Article 26 
now entitles us and even harder to determine 
what they would be worth in terms of money.

5. In agreeing to the San Francisco Treaty 
Her Majesty’s Government waived a very 
large proportion of their just claims against 
Japan in order to avoid ruining the Japanese 

economy. The reasons which led HMG to agree 
to this waiver then are no less valid now and 
it would appear out of the question that we 
should now make claims on the Japanese 
which we never intended to make in the 
first place simply in order to achieve parity 
of treatment with the Burmese and Swiss. 
It would seem desirable, however, that we 
should receive Ministerial confirmation that 
HMG still adhere to their policy of waiving 
many of their just claims in the interests of 
the restoration of the Japanese economy. This 
is not to say that we might not in the course of 
negotiation of our other claims against Japan 
(e.g. reparations for damage done to British 
interests th China prior to the outbreak of 
war with Japan) use the argument that the 
Burmese and Swiss agreement would legally 
entitle us to make further reparation claims.

RECOMMENDATION
6. It is recommended that we should not 

invoke Article 26 of the Treaty of peace with 
Japan in order to claim benefits the same 
or similar to those stipulated in Article V 
of the Burmese-Japanese Peace Treaty or in 
Articles I and II of the Swiss Japanese War 
Claims Agreement. Nor should we do so in 
regard to any similar Article of any Peace 
Treaty or reparations agreement which Japan 
may conclude with another country in the 
future unless there is a material change in 
circumstances. We should not of course give 
any publicity to this decision.

7. This submission has been agreed with 
the Legal Advisers and Claims Department.

CT Crowe
May 25, 1955

The following was a handwritten comment: 
Mr Allen 25/5/55
Mr Speaight 26/15

Lord Reading. I agree. We are at present 
unpopular enough with the Japanese without 
trying to exert further pressure which would 
be likely to cause the maximum of resentment 
for the minimum of advantage. 

26/5  Reply:
Treasury Chambers,
Great George Street
SW I
OF 63/208/010   19thSeptember 1955
Dear Allen,

You wrote to me on 1st June to let us know 

The Honourable Steven Blaney, Minister 
of Veterans Affairs (2nd from left), with, 

clockwise, Gerry Gerrard and Ken Pifher, 
Derrill Henderson of the Hong Kong 

Veterans Commemorative Association, 
and George Peterson following the 

apology from the Japanese government. 
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the considered view of the Foreign Office that 
11MG should not invoke Article 26 or the 
Peace Treaty with Japan in order to claim 
increased reparations and war compensa-
tion benefits equivalent to those provided in 
Treaties subsequently entered into by Japan 
with Burma and Switzerland.

We have considered this question and the 
Financial Secretary has accepted the conclu-
sion you had reached on general grounds of 
foreign relations, despite the possibility or 
domestic political embarrassment in connec-
tion with Allied prisoners of war.

We also agree that we should maintain the 
same attitude in regard to any agreements 
which Japan may make with other countries, 
unless there is a material difference in the 
circumstances.

Finally, as you say, no publicity should be 
given to the decision, nor should anything 
be said to the Japanese, since we retain our 
freedom to use this legal entitlement to claim 
on Japan, though we are not asserting it, as 

a bargaining counter in negotiation or other 
claims against Japan. I am sending copies of 
this letter to Levine, Anderson and Kennedy, 
and to Ludgate of the Ministry of Pensions 
and National Insurance who is concerned 
with the prisoners of war aspect.

Yours sincerely,
E R Coplestone

W. D. Allen, Esq. Foreign Office

A further footnote indicated that the 
High Commissions of Australia, Canada, 
Ceylon and New Zealand were contacted 
by the U.K. Foreign Office and agreed to 
follow the British policy.

HERE & THERE
Two Ottawa veterans are the latest re-
cipients of the Minister of Veterans Af-
fairs awards. Barry Helman and Wayne 
McCulloch, both active members of the 
Canadian Association of Volunteers in 
United Nations Peacekeeping, were hon-
oured for their work on behalf of veterans. 
Barry helped raise several thousand dollars 
for the Perley-Rideau Veterans Centre, 
while Wayne’s Peace Module work for the 
Historica Dominion Institute has been 
seen by 15,000 young people. (I’m pleased 
to see that Barry is a Korean War vet and 
member of my KVA Unit.)

A Scientific Advisory Committee on 
Veterans Health has been established (I 
seem to recall that this was one of the many 
requests from veterans’ groups). The five 
members, all distinguished medical experts, 
include a couple of military veterans. The 
committee will meet in the New Year to 
set a timetable; priority will be given to 
depleted uranium issues.

Are our readers shy? My request for 
accounts of Christmas experiences elicited 
only one reply. (Thanks David. As yours 
was really a new year story, I’m saving it 
for the next issue.) I occasionally receive 
suggestions for the trivia page, good wishes 
(thank you Ms. C. for the get-well card) 
and, of course, gentle chastisement for 
perceived errors. (I will include the Essex 
and Kents in my list of units perpetuating 
the War of 1812. One sharp-eyed reader 
(William Pickworth) called my attention 
to a case of “photo-reversal” on one of our 
covers — I’ll leave you to find it.)

Think before you donate! A survey of 
almost a hundred registered charities indi-
cated that amounts actually received by the 
intended recipients varied from 16 percent 
(a well-known international organization) 
to 93 percent for — you probably guessed 
it — the Sally Ann (Salvation Army). Also 
high on the list is Billy Willbond’s ICROSS 
Canada, with virtually no overhead costs.

In WWII the public were encouraged to 
eat carrots to help them see in a blackout 
(in cinemas vendors offered raw carrots as 
snacks on the frequent occasions where 
there was no ice cream). Apparently, this 
was a propaganda ploy — the achievements 
of early radar were attributed to the RAF 
fighter pilot’s ability to see in the dark due 
to eating carrots. (The Ministry of Food 
also jumped on the bandwagon as carrots 
were one of the few foods available in some 
quantity.)

Don’t tell the Texans! Despite the efforts 
of John Wayne et al, a recent study indicates 
that a large percentage of the gallant de-
fenders of the Alamo died fleeing from the 
mission when the walls were breached. 

Answers to the trivia questions on page 30:  1) In a mid-upper turret in a Halifax bomber, he was Canada’s highest-
scoring air-gunner ace with six confirmed and two “possible” kills.  2) Prince Albert, Duke of York (later King George 
VI).  3) (If they are still afloat) HMCS Chicoutimi, Corner Brook, Windsor and Victoria.  4) False. “Rocky” was a brigadier. 
The brigadier-general rank was restored later, with integration.  5) In garrison towns, women infected with venereal 
diseases were held in “lock hospitals” until cured.  6) Adolf Hitler fled from Austria to Germany in 1913 to avoid being 
drafted. In WWI he joined a Saxon regiment and was awarded an Iron Cross (ironically presented by a Jewish officer).  
7) From Pennsylvania in the west to successfully attack Hessian troops in Trenton, NJ.  8)  (a) On the 4th of July at 
U.S. military bases: one for each state.  (b) At the Tower of London: 21 for Royalty, 21 for the City of London and an 
additional 20 marking its status as a “royal fortress.”  9) It was one of the first to be awarded posthumously; also, he 
was the son of another VC recipient. In the same South African War battle (Colenso) Captain W.N. Congreve also won 
the VC and he in turn became the father of a VC recipient. There have only been three father-and-son combinations of 
VC recipients.  10) S/Ldr Len Birchall, who continued to radio reports of an approaching Japanese fleet although his 
Catalina was attacked and eventually shot down by enemy fighters.  11) The Honourable Artillery Company, established 
in 1437 AD. Despite its name, it fought as infantry in WWII.  12) Elvis Presley.

Allied prisoners in Japanese camps 
suffered from disease, torture, 

malnutrition, slave labour, hate, contempt 
and death at the hands of their captors. It 
was hell on earth. It took over 60 years for 

the Japanese government to apologize 
for the treatment of Allied prisoners 
during the war. (imperial war museum)
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by Marlee Wasser

Military musical 

J une 12th will mark 200 years since the outbreak of the War of 
1812, the only war ever fought on Canadian soil. Across the 

country commemorations are already underway or in the works. In 
the nation’s capital, a group of performers is paying homage to this 
historical milestone with a musical twist.

For the past 12 years, Ottawa-based producer and performer, 
Deborah Davis, has been using the power of music to teach young 
people about transformative periods in Canada’s history. 

Her live, bilingual performance, A Musical Taste of Our 
Canadian Heritage, takes student audiences on a voyage: from 
the drum beats of Canada’s First Nations, to the arrival of settlers 
to New France and the development of Acadian music and so 
on, all the way up to modern-day cultural phenomena, such as 
Celine Dion, Shania Twain and Justin Bieber. Along the way, 
the whirlwind performance does its best to highlight key turning 
points in Canada’s cultural landscape, such as the emergence of 
O Canada as a national anthem, the creation of the CBC and the 
advent of television.

In July 2011, when Davis met with Alan Convery of TD Canada 
Trust (Musical Taste’s primary sponsor) for her annual funding 
ask, they discussed the possibility of incorporating a new segment 
into the show to pay tribute to the War of 1812’s bicentennial. It 
seemed like a no-brainer.

“There are a lot of history books on Canadian history,” says 
Davis. “A lot of people re-enacting the War of 1812. That already 
exists.” She says she was excited about the opportunity to use 
music to connect audiences to the emotional heart of the conflict.

But when she shared the news with her team of musical com-
posers, Peter Beaudoin and David Arthur, they were a little more 
hesitant about the new project.

e

“The first thing that crossed my mind was: I can’t think of any 
hits from 1812,” Arthur recalls with a laugh. “But then I started 
thinking, well, wait a minute, it is the 200th anniversary, and it 
actually was a very important part of our history; it helped solidify 
Canada as Canada.” 

And so he and Beaudoin gave in and surrendered to Davis’s 
vision. 

But Davis says even once everyone was on board with the idea, 
it was a challenge pulling it off in time for the first performance of 
the new segment on December 12th, which took place as part of 
a special condensed version of the show tailored for a ceremony 
honouring recipients of the Governor General’s Awards for Excel-
lence in Teaching History.

“The music took hundreds of hours of research, hundreds,” 
she says. “We could have went in 101 directions, so where were 
we going to start?”

“First of all I suggested the 1812 Overture,” says Arthur. “But 
that’s more the European war, so we had to dig a little deeper 
and we found some stuff that was pertinent to North America.” 
Arthur, who is a civilian member of the RCMP who often does 
show tours to places where Canadian Forces are serving abroad, 
says he did his best to keep the segment from sounding overwhelm-
ingly foreboding. The goal was to highlight the main characters 
that had been chosen to represent the various sides in the war: 
President James Madison and Francis Scott Key, for the Americans; 
Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, Major-General Robert Ross and 
Laura Ingersoll Secord, for the British of Upper Canada; Shawnee 
Chief Tecumseh, for the aboriginals of British North America; and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Charles-Michel d’Irumberry de Salaberry, for 
French-speaking Lower Canada.

The end result was a medley, combining original compositions 

Canada’s own War of 1812 overture: 
A new production by Oddysey Showcase 
brings our history to musical life 

Cast members from the live production of “A Musical Taste of our 
Canadian Heritage” portraying the roles of  Major-General Sir Isaac Brock 

and Shawnee Chief Tecumseh. (alan dean photography)
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penned by Arthur and Beaudoin with arrangements borrowed 
from period pieces such as Shenandoah, an American folk song and 
sea shanty, and the British Grenadiers March, a marching song for 
the grenadier units of the British and Commonwealth militaries, 
which also happened to be the song played by the British Forces 
as a detachment of the 41st marched into Detroit following the 
Americans’ surrender there in August 1812.

The segment also featured a military tattoo, performed by the 
Ottawa Police Service Pipe Band, which wove together traditional 

Members of the Ottawa Police Service Pipe Band join with cast members 
from the live production of “A Musical Taste of our Canadian Heritage” 
as part of the production’s tribute to the 200th anniversary of the War of 
1812. (alan dean photography)

tunes, including Hielan Laddie, Orange and Blue, Piper of Drum-
mond and Bonnie Dundee, and was accompanied by the MacDonald 
Highland Dancers and their authentic metal sabres.

“One of the ideas we had that we did not use was to have some 
of the dancers with the sabres walk through the audience and 
come up to the stage,” says Deborah’s husband Lou Davis, who 
has played an active and enthusiastic role in developing the show 
with his wife since its inception more than a decade ago.

“But the reason we didn’t do that is because the sabres are 
real, and they’re pointy, and so we were afraid one of them might 
hit someone in the audience on the way up to the stage. That’s 
something you have to take into account when you’re doing the 
choreography; you want it to be exciting, but you also want it to 
be safe.”

But engaging the audience as much as possible is always the 
goal for Musical Taste, says Lou. Once the show is back in a full 
theatre for student audiences in the spring, he says there will be 
more room for that kind of thing.

“We already plan to have 20 of the dancers in military costumes 
come through the audience, and as they come through the audi-
ence, they will be saying to the students: ‘Are you ready, are you 
ready?’ As if they’re going into battle themselves.”

The 2012 season is nearly all sold out for A Musical Taste of 
Our Canadian Heritage, which will be presented at the Cana-
dian Museum of Civilization from April 17-20 and June 6-15. 
Schools and/or tour groups interested in booking seats can visit:  
www.odysseyshowcase.org  

Royal Canadian Navy and is a must-have 
volume for those interested in the his-

tory of the country’s maritime force.
This volume looks at the political debates 

that surrounded the creation of a naval service 
and follows that right up until the beginning of 
the Second World War, at which point the navy 

had six modern destroyers and four minesweepers.
Two other volumes detailing the history of the navy have previ-

ously been published. They are: No Higher Purpose: The Official 
Operational History of the Royal Canadian Navy in the Second 
World War, 1939-1943 Volume II, Part I (published in 2002 by 
Vanwell) and A Blue Water Navy: The Official Operational History 
of the Royal Canadian Navy in the Second World War 1943-1945, 
Volume Two, Part 2, again published by Vanwell but in 2007.

Dundurn has published this book in “co-operation” with the 
Department of National Defence and Public Works and Govern-
ment Services Canada.

Unfortunately, the $70 price tag will make the book out of reach 
for most ordinary readers.

~ review by David Pugliese

 The Seabound Coast: The Official History of the Royal 
Canadian Navy, 1867–1939, Volume 1 by William Johnston, 
William Rawling, Richard Gimblett and John MacFarlane.. 
Published by Dundurn in 2011, includes 1,016 pages, b/w 
images, index. ISBN: 978-1-55488-907-5. Hardcover: $70
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The Soviets claimed they were being used purely for scientific 
research, but Western military intelligence suspected darker pur-
poses. The fear was that drift stations could be used by short-range 
bombers to penetrate North American territory. In 1954, a time 
when tensions caused by the Korean War were at their height, two 
such drift stations were set up by the Soviets.

The RCAF, already sniffing for clues to the design and capability 
of the new Soviet long-range bombers, began systematic surveil-
lance of the drift stations.

Then, in May 1958, a Lancaster flying for 408 Squadron from 
Alert Bay struck pay dirt, photographing a Tupolov TU-16 Badger 
on a drift station runway. This was not the elusive bomber, but it 
was a short-range cousin, which from a drift station could easily 
knock out Distant Early Warning Line installations, opening the 
way to the south. 

The data from RCAF flyovers also revealed that the Soviets were 
setting up an early warning radar system. More recon flights were 
ordered. The intelligence gathered from these flights was strong 
enough to enable military analysts to create countermeasures to 
the threats.

After 1963, concurrent with the advent of satellite surveillance, 
the direct role of the RCAF wound down in the Arctic. On one of its 
last missions, the RCAF was called on to “proof” the effectiveness 

of the satellites. 
For more than a decade, at a critical juncture in military evolu-

tion, the RCAF had a crucial role in the security of the North 
American continent, a silent sentinel in the shadows.

THE CANADIAN RANGERS 
In August 2008, a Canadian Forces investigation team descended 
on a remote point of Baffin Island to investigate the report of a sub 
sighting. A large explosion had been observed in the area 10 days 
earlier. While the military was tight-lipped on its findings, it did 
confirm that the Canadian Rangers were factors in quickly getting 
the initial reports to military authorities.

In July 2009, a commercial helicopter went missing far north in 
Quebec. The Canadian Forces Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centre 
at Ontario’s CFB Trenton sent in three Hercules aircraft, an Aurora 
patrol plane from Greenwood, Nova Scotia, and a Canadian Coast 
Guard helicopter to carry out the hunt. Six days of searching from 
the air produced no evidence.

But on Day Five of the search, Canadian Rangers, although not 
officially deployed, had joined the mission. A day and half later, 
Rangers in a small boat spotted the wreckage of the helicopter 
upside down in a ravine, its two occupants dead. 

In both of these cases, Canadian Rangers’ boots on the ground 
proved invaluable. But for two lessons learned from Operation 
MUSKOX, the Rangers might not have been there. 

First, a large-scale land invasion moving from north to south 
from the Arctic was deemed virtually impossible due to climate and 
terrain, thus the Arctic provided a natural defence. Still, Canada 
needed an official presence in its Arctic territory, one with a very 
special character. 

The cost to recruit, train, equip and base conventional military 
forces across the Arctic would have been astronomical, definitely 
a dead end in the post-World War II years of defence cost cutting. 
The Canadian Rangers offered a solution.

THE FRIGID FRONT LINE
In 1947, hardly a year after Operation MUSKOX, the Canadian 
Rangers were formed, based on a WW II model, the Pacific Coast 
Militia Rangers. In effect, the PCMRs were coast watchers posted 
along the British Columbia and Yukon coastlines to watch for 
Japanese incursions. At their peak, the PCMRs consisted of 15,000 
volunteers in 138 communities.

Canadian Rangers were recruited throughout the Arctic. Most 
were (and still are) Inuit. They knew the subtleties and savagery of 
the northern land and sea. That knowledge was essential for survival 
on ice and barrens, the result of the experiences of generations.

In 1947, each Ranger was issued a Lee-Enfield rifle, 200 
rounds of ammunition and a red armband. The Lee Enfield has 
proven so dependable it is still used today. The Rangers’ official 
duties consisted of some abbreviated annual training and specific 

COLD WAR IN THE ARCTIC ... CONT’D FROM PAGE 22 A typical layout of a North Pole drifting station of the type that is still being 
used by the Russians in the Arctic. The Russians’ first station was first 
opened in June 1937 on a floating sheet of ice. During the Cold War, 
North American intelligence agencies were very worried about the secret 
purposes of such stations.
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ACE OVER LIBYA ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

and Italians. Twelve planes from No. 94 and 260 fighter squadrons 
escorted Boston light bombers from the South African Air Force 
to the eastern Libyan base. Edwards flew in number 2 position, 
right behind the lead plane. He remembers having no fear going 
in, only not wanting to let his team down. 

The Kittyhawks took off at the same time in order to avoid 
flying into the resultant dust storm that was known to paralyse 
the following planes by clogging their engines with sand. The 
fighters took formation, flanking the bomber aircraft on each side, 
and flew top cover. Cruising at 8,000 feet into enemy territory, 
Edwards could see clouds of dust stir as German Messerschmitt 
fighters took off to meet them. When they reached the airfield, the 
bombers went in. Edwards watched as three in a row were hit by 
German anti-aircraft fire. They burst into flames and plummeted 
to the ground. 

While turning to head for home after the operation, Edwards 
spotted a Messerschmitt 109 doing a wing-over. The enemy plane 
manoeuvred 180 degrees around, and levelled out right between 
Edwards and his flight leader, right in Edwards’s crosshairs. With 
the Messerschmitt positioned slightly ahead of his plane, Edwards 
squeezed the Kittyhawk’s trigger and transformed the German 
plane into a fiery explosion. This was Edwards’s first aerial victory.

“I had to instantly react afterwards in order to avoid fire from 
a tailing [Messerschmitt] 109. There was no time to process what 
had happened. You don’t think about what you are doing, you 
are just acting and reacting, trying to do what you know how to 
and get home.” 

Edwards was forced to spiral downward to lose the tailing 
German plane, but ended up losing his squadron as well. He made 
his way back to the base, with only the coast of the Mediterranean 
to guide him. 

Still a novice, word of Edwards’s accomplishment quickly spread. 
It was a rare feat for a fighter pilot to shoot down another plane 
in the air, but on a first operational sortie it was almost unheard 
of. Thus, a senior officer christened Edwards “The Hawk of 
Martuba.” 
Next month, the wartime exploits of Stocky Edwards continue as 
Rommel is defeated in North Africa and Edwards then flies over the 
D-Day beaches of Normandy.

assignments such as search and rescue, training of regular troops, 
and annual sovereignty patrols. The training leaned heavily toward 
use of radios and other location/communication devices adapted 
to cold weather conditions. 

The Rangers were not the so-called “Saturday soldiers” reserv-
ists so often maligned by the professionals. If anything, it was 
the professionals who had to defer to the Rangers and climb the 
learning curve when they went north. Not everyone could live off 
this land, build an igloo, hunt seals, recognize treacherous pressure 
ridges or shelter in a blizzard when the temperature dropped to 
-50° Celsius and winds gusted across the flatlands at over 100 
kilometres an hour.

Today, there are nearly 5,000 Canadian Rangers operating from 
165 communities, and some of their annual sovereignty patrols 
have become legendary. 

In 2002, a patrol of 33 Rangers trekked from Resolute Bay to 
the magnetic North Pole and back, 1,700 kilometres in 16 days. In 
2006, five Ranger teams travelled over 5,000 kilometres in Nunavut 
to test equipment and identify potential locations for airfields.

Perhaps the most unusual thing about the Canadian Rangers 
is the respect they are given in their home communities. From 
their inception to the present day, they have been strong positive 
influences. Their inspiration is responsible for the formation of the 
Young Canadian Rangers, young people between 12 and 18, who 
in 2007 numbered 3,800. 

Formally established in 1947, the Canadian Rangers provide a military 
presence in remote, isolated and coastal communities of Canada. (dnd) 

From the book Canadian Forces: 
An Historical Salute to Those on the 
Front Line © 2011, by Art Montague, 

published by MacIntyre Purcell 
Publishing Inc. Reprinted with 
permission of the publisher.
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current allied fighters, and even more so when compared to new 
planes being developed in Russia, India and China.

There are a few multi-role fighter competitions taking place 
around the globe, and it is worthwhile to view which aircraft 
are rising to the top, while recognizing that geopolitics are also 
procurement factors.

The Indian Air Force (IAF) is seeking up to 126 multi-role 
fighters for approximately $10 billion, with the proviso that there 
is a transfer of technology and at least 50 per cent value in industrial 
offsets. India has traditionally purchased and operated Soviet/
Russian designs, as well as quality French fighter aircraft. The six 
aircraft types in the competition are: Saab Gripen, Eurofighter 
Typhoon, Dassault Rafale, Mikoyan MiG-35, Lockheed Martin 
F-16 Super Viper, and Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornet.

The IAF evaluation process has been rigorous and intensive over 
the last four years, and the two finalists are the Typhoon and the 
Rafale, with the winner being decided by total package, including 
technology transfer, industrial offsets, purchase price, and life-cycle 
sustainment costs. These two somewhat related aircraft are the 
most expensive out of all the bidders, but because of their absolute 
performance characteristics are the dominant packages.

Brazil has had an on-again, off-again fighter competition, with 
a similar mix of competitors from Russia, Europe and the U.S. 
The Rafale is considered the likely winner due to its capabilities 
combined with close procurement ties between France and Brazil, 
but the Gripen was noted as the best performance-by-cost bid.

The Typhoon made it to the three-bidder shortlist alongside 
the Super Hornet and the F-35 to be Japan’s new aerial deterrent 
to Russian and Chinese incursions, but as a military dependant of 
the United States, Japan had to drop the high quality European 
competitor.

Canada had purchased and operated 138 of the Boeing F/A-18 
Hornets as the CF-18, and with upgrades have kept 80 of them 
operationally capable, with end-of-life for the airframes expected 
around 2020. We have several years in which to dedicate ourselves 
to what type of plane, or mix of planes, will best meet our needs 
beyond 2020, but 65 single-engine strike aircraft, even if somewhat 
stealthy, will not be able to effectively patrol and protect a land as 
vast as Canada, and carry out our NORAD and NATO obligations 
when air fleets often have only one-third of airframes available for 

JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

operations, with the others not available due to general mainte-
nance, training, and refit/upgrades.

With the JSF program only time will tell if it will be the out-
standing fighter/attack aircraft as advertised, but it will never be a 
high-speed air supremacy fighter. Canada is so expansive that we 
need a fast, long-range intercept deterrent against air or sea threats, 
whether they are terrorist-based or an aggressor nation. We need to 
review the options, just like the rest of our allies, on which aircraft 
can compliment the F-35, or even replace it.

Update at time of print: Associate Defence Minister Julian 
Fantino states that the number of stealth fighters to be purchased 
“is not carved in stone.” That is a dramatic change in tone for the 
Conservatives; perhaps they are waking up to the real status of the 
Joint Strike Fighter that everyone else seems to know. 

A Lockheed Martin contractor explains the differences between displays 
in a U.S. Navy F-35 demonstrator and a Navy F/A-18 E/F Hornet aircraft 
to Cmdr. Scott Harrill.  This past November, the U.S. Naval War College 
hosted one of four Lockheed Martin F-35 cockpit demonstrators on 
campus this week to familiarize students with the F-35 fighter aircraft 
currently in development. (u.s. navy photo)

Mark M. Miller  
is a Vancouver-based research 

consultant who writes on 
international and military affairs. 

Email: Writemiller@aol.com
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FWSAR ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

In a business plan produced May 11 by Vice-Admiral Bruce 
Donaldson, the vice chief of the defence staff, the FWSAR project 
was listed as a priority. But Donaldson also acknowledged the 
ongoing problems with the delays in buying new equipment. “I 
recognize the approvals process is involved and, at times, arduous,” 
he wrote in the plan.

In a May 24 presentation to defence industry representatives, air 
force Col. Randy Meiklejohn, director of air requirements, said a 
revised statement of requirements for FWSAR had been approved 
in January. The Defence Department was seeking government 
approval to proceed to the definition phase of the project, he noted.

Once fully underway the program is expected to attract bids from 
Alenia with its C-27J, Airbus Military with its C-295, Bombardier 
with the Q400, and potentially Viking Air with its proposed new 

production DHC-5 Buffalo aircraft.
The delays in the FWSAR project have also allowed Boeing to 

contemplate bidding on the project with the V-22 Osprey. “We’re 
waiting to see if it makes sense for us to bid,” Cathy Anthony, who 
is with the business development section of Boeing’s rotorcraft 
systems, said earlier this year.

Although some analysts have suggested the V-22 would be 
too costly for the FWSAR’s budget, Anthony noted that because 
of the aircraft’s capabilities, it might be able to meet Canadian 
search-and-rescue requirements with fewer platforms.

Those in uniform appear more confident that a new fleet of 
aircraft will be purchased but acknowledge such planes won’t 
arrive until after 2015.

Alan Williams, the former head of procurement at DND, says 
he too is hoping the purchase goes through. “It’s a no-brainer,” 
he explained. “What Canadian can’t understand the need for this 
kind of aircraft?” 

According to Airbus Military, “the C295 is a multifunction aircraft that 
operates into short, unimproved runways. It is extremely effective in 
operating in austere, remote airfields, and in adverse weather conditions 
and has exceptionally low fuel-consumption. Multi-mission capability is 
enhanced by the rear ramp, which facilitates loading of mission pallets, 
cargo, passengers, as well as MEDEVAC litters and equipment. The 
aircraft’s four bubble spotter windows provide excellent visibility, including 
beneath the aircraft — an advantage already demonstrated during a U.S. 
Coast Guard HC144A (CN235) rescue mission of downed pilots at sea.” 
(courtesy airbus military)
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fateful summer day.
Reid, the pilot of that flight, claimed that “This was a training 

flight that we were going to participate in … If the minister was 
able to slide his way in, in some fashion, that was fine with us.”

Biderman went even further in his assessment of the benefits 
achieved. “The positive aspects of Minister MacKay becoming 
actively involved in our training and the absolute trust he puts in 
the personnel of the air force are what need to be emphasized! If it 
has a spin off benefit of transporting him — them, where they need 
to be, I consider it a win-win for all concerned,” Biderman wrote 
in an email to the Defence Department’s Public Affairs Office.

Surprisingly, some Ottawa-based pundits believe that this 
unprecedented public support from the search and rescue operators 
puts the whole issue to rest. The fact is, it changes nothing.

PUBLISHER’S LETTER ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 If the mayor of a major city arranged for an ambulance to whisk 
him to the airport to avoid rush-hour traffic under the guise of a 
better understanding of his city’s emergency services, no one would 
buy it. Even if the paramedics told reporters that it was a good 
chance for them to hone their highway driving skills and it was 
fun to have the mayor in their emergency vehicle it would change 
nothing. And if the hospital administrators had told the mayor’s 
staff ahead of time that the use of an ambulance in this case was 
not warranted, one would expect the mayor to apologize.

This incident does not warrant MacKay’s resignation. His staff 
were wrong to request the airlift, but it is the air force who are the 
guilty parties in all of this. They failed to trust their own instincts 
and by catering to MacKay’s whim, they failed to properly serve 
their minister.

Every toddler would eat Smarties for breakfast if their mother 
let them. Sometimes tough love is required. 

necessity of development of the F-35, he is speaking also of 
future upgrades for the F-22 Raptor, an aircraft Canada cannot 
acquire without congressional approval.

What is interesting to observers is MacKay’s defence of 
Canada’s F-35 acquisition program. The aircraft said to be for 
Canada’s national air defence is the second-best for the job, is 
vastly more expensive than another aircraft that is plenty good 

COMMENTARY ... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 enough for the next 20 years, and no mention is made of the 
F-35’s potential use in support of Canadian ground operations.

Panetta’s defence of the F-35 is a call back home for 
support in the U.S. Congress for continued funding of this 
defence project in the face of severe budget cutbacks. That 
MacKay stood with Panetta on this occasion suggests that 
the Canadian government is lending its political support to 
the U.S. Department of Defense in its battle in Congress for 
funding. 
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